
 

Aden Colony 

 

 

 

 

 

Colony of Aden, was a British Crown colony from 1937 to 1963 located in the south of 
contemporary Yemen. It consisted of the port of Aden and its immediate surroundings an area of 
192 km2. 

On 18 January 1963, the protectorate was reconstituted as the State of Aden within the 
new Federation of South Arabia. The federation in turn became the People's Republic of South 
Yemen on 30 November 1967, marking the end of British rule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ascension Island 

 

 

 

 

 

Ascension Island is an isolated volcanic island, south of the Equator in the South Atlantic 

Ocean. It is about 1,600 km from the coast of Africa and 2,300 km from the coast of Brazil. It is 

governed as part of the British Overseas Territory of Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da 

Cunha of which the main island, Saint Helena, is around 1,300 km to the southeast.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Bahamas 

 

 

 

 

 

The earliest arrival of people in the islands now known as The Bahamas was in the first 
millennium AD. The first inhabitants of the islands were the Lucayans, an Arawakan-
speaking Taino people, who arrived between about 500 and 800 AD from other islands of 
the Caribbean. 

Recorded history began on 12 October 1492, when Christopher Columbus landed on the island 
of Guanahani, which he renamed San Salvador Island, on his first voyage to the New World. The 
earliest permanent European settlement was in 1648 on Eleuthera. During the 18th century slave 
trade, many Africans were brought to the Bahamas as slaves to work unpaid. Their descendants 
now constitute 85% of the Bahamian population. The Bahamas gained independence from 
the United Kingdom on July 10, 1973. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Barbados 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbados is an island country in the Lesser Antilles of the West Indies, in the Caribbean region 

of the Americas, and the most easterly of the Caribbean Islands. It is 34 kilometres in length and 

up to 23 km in width, covering an area of 432 km2. The first English ship, which had arrived on 14 

May 1625, was captained by John Powell. The first settlement began on 17 February 1627, near 

what is now Holetown (formerly Jamestown, after King James I of England),Full internal self-

government was enacted in 1961.Barbados joined the short-lived West Indies Federation from 

1958 to 1962, later gaining full independence on 30 November 1966.Errol Barrow became the 

country's first prime minister. Barbados opted to remain within the Commonwealth of Nations, 

retaining Queen Elizabeth as Monarch, represented locally by a Governor General. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

Basutoland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basutoland was a British Crown colony that existed from 1884 to 1966 in present-day Lesotho. 
Though the Basotho (then known as Basuto) and their territory had been under British control 
starting in 1868 (and ruled by Cape Colony from 1871), the Cape Colony was unpopular and 
unable to control the territory. As a result, Basutoland was brought under direct authority 
of Queen Victoria, via the High Commissioner, and run by an Executive Council presided over by 
a series of British Resident Commissioners. 

Basutoland gained its independence from the United Kingdom on 4 October 1966 and was 
renamed the Kingdom of Lesotho. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Bechuanaland Protectorate 

 

 

 

Bechuanaland meant "the country of the Tswana", and for administrative purposes was divided 
into two political entities. The northern part was administered as the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate and southern part, south of the Molopo River, was administered as the Crown 
colony of British Bechuanaland.  

In 1882 the Tswana country suffered two secessions by the Boer states of Stella 
land and Goshen. For many months, starting in 1883, pressure was placed on the British 
Government to take action in Bechuanaland because of unrest in the area. On 29 October 1884, 
the British Government appointed Sir Charles Warren as Special Commissioner of 
Bechuanaland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bermuda 

 

 

 

 

The English began to focus on the New World, initially settling in Virginia, starting the Thirteen 

Colonies. After the failure of its first two colonies there, a more determined effort was initiated by 

King James I of England, who let the Virginia Company establish a colony at Jamestown, 

Virginia in 1607. Two years later, a flotilla of seven ships left England with several hundred 

settlers, food, and supplies to relieve the colony of Jamestown. However the flotilla was broken 

up by a storm. One ship, Sea Venture, landed on Bermuda's reef and reached the shores safely, 

with all 151 of its passengers surviving.  While there, they started a new settlement and built two 

small ships, Deliverance and Patience, to sail on to Jamestown. Bermuda was now claimed for 

the English Crown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

British Guiana 

 

 

 

 

British Guiana was a British colony, part of the mainland British West Indies, which resides on 
the northern coast of South America. Since 1966 it has been known as the independent nation 
of Guyana.  

The first European to encounter Guiana was Sir Walter Raleigh, an English explorer. 
The Dutch were the first Europeans to settle there, starting in the early 17th century. In 1796, 
Great Britain took over these three colonies during hostilities with the French, who had occupied 
the Netherlands. Britain returned control to the Batavian Republic in 1802 but captured the 
colonies a year later during the Napoleonic Wars. The colonies were officially ceded to the 
United Kingdom in 1814 and consolidated into a single colony in 1831. The colony's capital was 
at Georgetown (known as Stabroek prior to 1812). Guyana became independent of the United 
Kingdom on 26 May 1966. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

British Honduras 

 

 

 

British Honduras was a British Crown colony on the east coast of Central America, south of 
Mexico, from 1783 to 1964, then a self-governing colony, renamed Belize in June 1973, until 
September 1981, when it gained full independence as Belize. British Honduras was the last 
continental possession of the United Kingdom in the Americas. 

The colony grew out of the Treaty of Versailles (1783) between Britain and Spain, which gave the 
British rights to cut logwood between the Hondo and Belize rivers. The Convention of London 
(1786) expanded this concession to include the area between the Belize and Sibun rivers. In 
1862, the Settlement of Belize in the Bay of Honduras was declared a British colony called British 
Honduras, and the Crown's representative was elevated to a lieutenant governor, subordinate to 
the governor of Jamaica. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 British Solomon Islands Protectorate 

 

 

 

The British Solomon Islands Protectorate was first declared over the southern Solomons in 

1893, when Captain Gibson R.N., of HMS Curacoa, declared the southern islands a British 

protectorate. Other islands were subsequently declared to form part of the Protectorate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Antigua 
 

 

 

 

 

Antigua also known as Waladli by the native population, is an island in the Lesser Antilles. It is 
one of the Leeward Islands in the Caribbean region and the main island of the country of Antigua 
and Barbuda. Christopher Columbus was the first European to sight the islands in 1493. The 
Spanish did not colonise Antigua until after a combination of European and African diseases, 
malnutrition, and slavery eventually extirpated most of the native population; smallpox was 
probably the greatest killer.  

The English settled on Antigua in 1632 Christopher Codrington settled on Barbuda in 1685. 
Tobacco and then sugar was grown, worked by a large population of slaves from West Africa 
who soon came to vastly outnumber the European settlers 

Antigua and Barbuda became an independent state within the Commonwealth of Nations on 1 

November 1981 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Cayman Islands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cayman Islands  is a self-governing British Overseas Territory, the largest by population, in 
the western Caribbean Sea. The 264-square-kilometre (102-square-mile) territory comprises the 
three islands of Grand Cayman, Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, which are located to the south 
of Cuba and northeast of Honduras, between Jamaica and Mexico's Yucatán Peninsula. The 
capital city is George Town on Grand Cayman, which is the most populous of the three islands. 

The Cayman Islands is considered to be part of the geographic Western Caribbean Zone as well 
as the Greater Antilles. The territory is considered a controversial major world offshore financial 
haven for international businesses and wealthy individuals, largely as a result of the state not 
charging taxes on any income earned or stored. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Ceylon 

 

 

 

 

Between 1796 and 1948, Ceylon was a British Crown colony. Although the British monarch was 
the head of state, in practice his or her functions were exercised in the colony by the colonial 
Governor, who acted on instructions from the British government in London. 

On the approach to self-government and independence, the Donoughmore 
Commission recommended the Donoughmore Constitution of 1931-47, one of a series of 
attempts to create a workable solution that would allow for inter-communal differences. This was 
replaced by the Soulbury Commission proposals that led to the Dominion of Ceylon of 1948-72, 
after which the Free, Sovereign and the Independent Republic of Sri Lanka was established. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Cook Islands 

 

 

 

 

The Cook Islands is a self-governing island country in the South Pacific Ocean in free 
association with New Zealand. It comprises 15 islands whose total land area is 240 square 
kilometres. The Cook Islands' Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) covers 1,960,027 square 
kilometres of ocean. 

New Zealand is responsible for the Cook Islands' defence and foreign affairs, but these 
responsibilities are exercised in consultation with the Cook Islands. In recent times, the Cook 
Islands have adopted an increasingly independent foreign policy. Cook Islanders are citizens of 
New Zealand, but they also have the status of Cook Islands nationals, which is not given to other 
New Zealand citizens. The Cook Islands have been an active member of the Pacific 
Community since 1980. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cyprus 

 

 

 

 

 

British Cyprus was the island of Cyprus under the dominion of the British Empire, administered 
sequentially from 1878 to 1914 as a British protectorate, a unilaterally annexed military 
occupation from 1914 to 1925 and from 1925 to 1960 as a Crown colony. Following the London 
and Zürich Agreements of 19 February 1959 Cyprus became an independent republic on 16 
August 1960.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Dominica 

 

 

 

 

Great Britain established a small colony in 1805. It used Dominica as part of the triangular trade, 

by which slaves were imported and sold as labour in the islands as part of a trade that included 

producing and shipping sugar and coffee as commodity crops to Europe.  

Until 1958, Dominica was governed as part of the British Windward Islands. Caribbean islands 

sought independence from 1958 to 1962, and Dominica became a province of the short-

lived West Indies Federation in 1958. After the federation dissolved in 1962, Dominica became 

an associated state of the United Kingdom in 1967, and formally took responsibility for its internal 

affairs. On 3 November 1978, the Commonwealth of Dominica was granted independence as 

a republic, led by Prime Minister Patrick John. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Canada 

 

 

 

 

The Province of Canada (or the United Province of Canada or the United Canadas was 
a British colony in North America from 1841 to 1867. Its formation reflected recommendations 
made by John Lambton, 1st Earl of Durham, in the Report on the Affairs of British North 
America following the Rebellions of 1837–1838. 

The Act of Union 1840, passed on 23 July 1840 by the British Parliament and proclaimed by 
the Crown on 10 February 1841, merged the Colonies of Upper Canada and Lower Canada by 
abolishing their separate parliaments and replacing them with a single one with two houses, 
a Legislative Council as the upper chamber and the Legislative Assembly as the lower chamber.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

The Falkland Islands 

 

 

 

 

The Falkland Islands is an archipelago in the South Atlantic Ocean on the Patagonian Shelf. 

The principal islands are about 480 kilometres east of South America's 

southern Patagonian coast and about 1,210 kilometres from the northern tip of the Antarctic 

Peninsula, at a latitude of about 52°S. The archipelago, with an area of 4,700 square miles 

(12,000 square kilometres), comprises East Falkland, West Falkland, and 776 smaller islands. 

As a British overseas territory, the Falklands have internal self-governance, and the United 

Kingdom takes responsibility for their defence and foreign affairs. The capital and largest 

settlement is Stanley on East Falkland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Fiji 

  

 

 

 

The Colony of Fiji was a British Crown colony that existed from 1874 to 1970 in the territory of 

the present-day nation of Fiji. London declined its first opportunity to annex the Kingdom of Fiji in 

1852. Ratu Seru Epenisa Cakobau had offered to cede the islands, subject to being allowed to 

retain his Tui Viti (King of Fiji) title. His demand was unacceptable to both the British and too 

many of his fellow chiefs, who regarded him only as first among equals, if that. Mounting debts 

and threats from the United States Navy had led Cakobau to establish a constitutional 

monarchy with a government dominated by European settlers in 1871, following an agreement 

with the Australian Polynesia Company to pay his debts. The collapse of the new regime drove 

him to make another offer of cession in 1872, which the British accepted. On 10 October 1874, 

Britain began its rule of Fiji, which lasted until 10 October 1970.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

Gambia 

 

 

 

 

The Gambia Colony and Protectorate was the British colonial administration of the 

Gambia from 1821 to 1965, part of the British Empire in the New Imperialism era. The colony 

was the immediate area surrounding Bathurst (now Banjul), and the protectorate was the inland 

territory situated around the Gambia River, which was declared in 1894. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Gilbert and Ellice Islands 

 

 

 

 

The Gilbert and Ellice Islands (GEIC as a colony) in the Pacific Ocean were part of the British 

Empire from 1892 to 1976. They were a protectorate from 1892 to 12 January 1916, and then 

a colony until 1 January 1976. The history of the colony was mainly characterized by phosphate 

mining on Ocean Island. In October 1975, these islands were divided by force of law into two 

separate colonies, and they became independent nations shortly thereafter: the Ellice Islands 

became Tuvalu in 1978, and the Gilbert Islands became part of Kiribati in 1979. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Gibraltar 

 

 

 

 

 

Gibraltar is a British Overseas Territory located at the southern tip of the Iberian Peninsula. It 

has an area of 6.7 km and is bordered to the north by Spain. The landscape is dominated by 

the Rock of Gibraltar at the foot of which is a densely populated town area, home to over 32,000 

people, primarily Gibraltarians. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Gold Coast 

 

 

 

The Gold Coast was a British Crown Colony on the Gulf of Guinea in West Africa from 1821 until 

its independence in 1957. The term Gold Coast is also often used to describe all of the four 

separate jurisdictions that were under the administration of the Governor of the Gold Coast. 

These were the Gold Coast itself, Ashanti, the Northern Territories Protectorate and the British 

Togoland trust territory. 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Grenada 

 

 
 

Grenada is an island country in the West Indies in the Caribbean Sea at the southern end of 

the Grenadines island chain. Grenada consists of the island of Grenada itself, two smaller 

islands, Carriacou and Petite Martinique, and several small islands which lie to the north of the 

main island and are a part of the Grenadines. It is located northwest of Trinidad and Tobago, 

northeast of Venezuela and southwest of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. Its size is 348.5 

square kilometres (134.6 sq mi), and it had an estimated population of 112,523 in July 2020.Its 

capital is St. George's. 

On 10 February 1763, Grenada was ceded to the British under the Treaty of Paris. British rule 
continued until 1974. However, on 3 March 1967, it was granted full autonomy over its internal 
affairs as an Associated State, and from 1958 to 1962 Grenada was part of the Federation of the 
West Indies, a short-lived federation of British West Indian colonies. Independence was granted 
on 7 February 1974.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 



 

Hong Kong 

 
 

 

British Hong Kong was a colony and dependent territory of the British Empire from 1841 to 
1997, apart from a brief period under Japanese occupation from 1941 to 1945. The colonial 
period began with the occupation of Hong Kong Island in 1841 during the First Opium War. The 
island was ceded to Great Britain by the Treaty of Nanking, ratified by the Daoguang Emperor in 
the aftermath of the war of 1842. It was established as a Crown colony in 1843. The colony 
expanded to include the Kowloon Peninsula in 1860 after the Second Opium War. Hong Kong's 
territory was further extended in 1898 when the British obtained a 99-year lease of the New 
Territories. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Jamaica 

 
 

 

Jamaica was an English colony from 1655 (when it was captured by the English from Spain), 

and a British Colony from 1707 until 1962, when it became independent. Jamaica became 

a Crown colony in 1866. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Kenya Uganda Tanganyika 

 

 

 

 

The Colony and Protectorate of Kenya, commonly known as British Kenya, was part of 

the British Empire in Africa. It was established when the former East Africa Protectorate was 

transformed into a British Crown colony in 1920.  

Tanganyika was a colonial territory in East Africa which was administered by the United 

Kingdom in various guises from 1916 to 1961. It was initially administered under a military 

occupation regime. From 20 July 1922, it was formalised into a League of Nations 

mandate under British rule. From 1946, it was administered by the UK as a United Nations trust 

territory. 

The Protectorate of Uganda was a protectorate of the British Empire from 1894 to 1962. In 
1893 the Imperial British East Africa Company transferred its administration rights of territory 
consisting mainly of the Kingdom of Buganda to the British government. In 1894 the Uganda 
Protectorate was established, and the territory was extended beyond the borders of Buganda to 
an area that roughly corresponds to that of present-day Uganda. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Leeward Islands 

 

 

 

 

 

The British Leeward Islands now refers to the Leeward Islands as an English overseas 

possession. It was a British colony from 1671 to 1958, except for the years from 1816 to 1833 

where it was split into two separate colonies (Antigua-Barbuda-Montserrat and Saint Christopher-

Nevis-Anguilla-Virgin Islands), before being united again in 1833. It was dissolved in 1958 after 

the separation of the British Virgin Islands. 
  

  

 

  
 



 

Malta 

 

 

 

 

The Crown Colony of the Island of Malta and its Dependencies (commonly known as 

the Crown Colony of Malta or simply Malta) was the British colony in the Maltese islands, today 

the modern Republic of Malta. It was established when the Malta Protectorate was transformed 

into a British Crown colony in 1813, and this was confirmed by the Treaty of Paris in 1814. 

While France had implemented a similar policy in its colonies, some of which became overseas 
departments, the status offered to Malta from Britain constituted a unique exception. Malta was 
the only British colony where integration with the UK was seriously considered, and subsequent 
British governments have ruled out integration for remaining overseas territories. In 1961, the 
Blood Commission provided for a new constitution allowing for a measure of self-government. 
Giorgio Borġ Olivier became Prime Minister the following year when the Stolper report was 
delivered. Malta became independent on 21 September 1964. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 



 

Mauritius 

 

 

 

Mauritius was a British Crown Colony off the Southeast coast of Africa. Formerly part of 

the French colonial empire, British rule in Mauritius was established de facto with the Invasion of 

Isle de France in November 1810, and de jure by the subsequent Treaty of Paris. British rule 

ended on 12 March 1968, when Mauritius became independent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Montserrat  

 

 

 

Montserrat is a British Overseas Territory in the Caribbean. The island is in the Leeward Islands, 

which is part of the chain known as the Lesser Antilles, in the West Indies. Montserrat measures 

approximately 16 km in length and 11 km in width, with approximately 40 km of coastline. 

Montserrat is nicknamed "The Emerald Isle of the Caribbean" both for its resemblance to 

coastal Ireland and for the Irish ancestry of many of its inhabitants. Montserrat is the only non-

fully sovereign full member of the Caribbean Community and the Organisation of Eastern 

Caribbean States.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

New Zealand 

 

 

The Colony of New Zealand was a British colony that existed in New Zealand from 1841 to 

1907. It was created as a Crown colony. The power of the British government was vested in 

the governor of New Zealand, but the colony was granted self-government in 1852. The New 

Zealand Constitution Act 1852 was passed and the first parliament was elected in 1853; the 

first responsible government was formed in 1856. The Colony of New Zealand had three 

capitals: Old Russell (1841), Auckland (1841–1865), and Wellington (since 1865). In 1907, the 

colony became the Dominion of New Zealand with more explicit recognition of self-government 

within the British Empire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Newfoundland 

 

 
Newfoundland Colony was an English and, later, British colony established in 1610 on 

the island of Newfoundland off the Atlantic coast of Canada, in what is now the province 

of Newfoundland and Labrador. That followed decades of sporadic English settlement on the 

island, which was at first seasonal, rather than permanent. It was made a Crown colony in 1824 

and a Dominion in 1907. Its economy collapsed during the Great Depression of the 1930s, and 

Newfoundland relinquished its dominion status, effectively becoming once again a colony 

governed by appointees from the Colonial Office in Whitehall in London. In 1949, the colony 

voted to join Canada as the Province of Newfoundland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Nigeria 

 
Colonial Nigeria was ruled by the United Kingdom from the mid-nineteenth century until 1960 
when Nigeria achieved independence. British influence in the Niger area increased gradually 
over the 19th century, but Britain did not effectively occupy the area until 1885. Other European 
powers acknowledged Britain's dominance over the area in the 1885 Berlin Conference. 

From 1886 to 1899, much of the country was ruled by the Royal Niger Company, authorised by 
charter, and governed by George Taubman Goldie. In 1900, the Southern Nigeria 
Protectorate and Northern Nigeria Protectorate passed from company hands to the Crown 
Progressive constitutions after World War II provided for increasing representation and electoral 
government by Nigerians. The colonial period proper in Nigeria lasted from 1900 to 1960, after 
which Nigeria gained its independence. 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 



 

Niue 
 
Niue is an island country in the South Pacific Ocean, 2,400 kilometres northeast of New Zealand. 

Niue's land area is about 261 square kilometres and its population, predominantly Polynesian, 

was about 1,600 in 2016. Niue is located in a triangle between Tonga, Samoa, and the Cook 

Islands. Niue is a self-governing state in free association with New Zealand, and New Zealand 

conducts most diplomatic relations on its behalf. As part of the Realm of New Zealand, Niueans 

are citizens of New Zealand and Queen Elizabeth II is Niue's head of state in her capacity 

as Queen of New Zealand. Between 90% and 95% of Niuean people live in New Zealand, along 

with about 70% of the speakers of the Niuean language 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 



 

Northern Rhodesia 
 

Northern Rhodesia was a protectorate in south central Africa, formed in 1911 

by amalgamating the two earlier protectorates of Barotziland-North-Western 

Rhodesia and North-Eastern Rhodesia. It was initially administered, as were the two earlier 

protectorates, by the British South Africa Company (BSAC), a chartered company, on behalf of 

the British Government. From 1924, it was administered by the British Government as a 

protectorate, under similar conditions to other British-administered protectorates, and the special 

provisions required when it was administered by BSAC were terminated. The geographical, as 

opposed to political, term "Rhodesia" referred to a region generally comprising the areas that are 

today Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
 

  

  
 



 

Nyasaland 

 

 

 

 

 

Nyasaland  was a British protectorate located in Africa that was established in 1907 when the 

former British Central Africa Protectorate changed its name. Between 1953 and 1963, Nyasaland 

was part of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. After the Federation was dissolved, 

Nyasaland became independent from Britain on 6 July 1964 and was renamed Malawi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 



 

Seychelles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The history of Seychelles dates back to the fourth of the Portuguese India Armadas led 
by Vasco da Gama, though Seychelles was likely already known to Arab navigators and other 
sailors for many centuries. The first recorded landing was by the men of the English East India 
Company ship Ascension, which arrived in Seychelles in January 1609. The islands were 
claimed by France in 1756. Captain Leblanc Lecore landed the first colonists, comprising 15 
white men, eight Africans and five Indians. The Seychellois Creole language developed as a 
means of communication between the different races. Terms of capitulation were drawn up and 
the next day Seychelles was surrendered to Britain. Following the fall of Mauritius to British 
forces, Captain Phillip Beaver of the Nisus arrived at Mahé on 23 April 1811 and took possession 
of Seychelles as a permanent colony of Britain. The Seychelles became an independent republic 
in 1976. Following a coup d'état, a socialist one-party state ruled the country from 1977 to 1993.  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 



 

Somaliland Protectorate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

British Somaliland, officially the Somaliland Protectorate was a British protectorate in present-
day Somaliland. For much of its existence, the territory was bordered by Italian 
Somaliland, French Somaliland and Abyssinia. From 1940 to 1941, it was occupied by 
the Italians and was part of Italian East Africa. 

On 26 June 1960, British Somaliland declared independence as the State of Somaliland. Five 
days later, on 1 July 1960, the State of Somaliland voluntarily united with the Trust Territory of 
Somalia to form the Somali Republic. he government of Somaliland, a self-declared sovereign 
state that is internationally recognised as an autonomous region of Somalia, regards itself as 
the successor state to British Somaliland. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Southern Rhodesia 

 

 
 

The Colony of Southern Rhodesia was a landlocked self-governing British Crown colony in 

southern Africa, established in 1923 and consisting of British South Africa Company (BSAC) 

territories lying south of the Zambezi River. The region was informally known as south Zambesia 

until annexed by Britain at the behest of Cecil Rhodes's British South Africa Company, for whom 

the colony was named. The bounding territories were Bechuanaland (Botswana), Northern 

Rhodesia (Zambia), Moçambique (Mozambique), Transvaal Republic (including today's Limpopo, 

province of South Africa). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

Saint Christopher-Nevis 

  

 

 
Saint Christopher-Nevis-Anguilla (or Saint Christopher, Nevis, and Anguilla) was a British 

colony in the West Indies from 1882 to 1983, consisting of the islands of Anguilla (until 

1980), Nevis, and Saint Christopher (or Saint Kitts). From 1882 to 1951, and again from 1980, 

the colony was known simply as Saint Christopher and Nevis. Saint Christopher and Nevis 

gained independence in 1983 as the Federation of Saint Kitts and Nevis, while Anguilla would 

remain a British overseas territory.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

Sierra Leone 

 

 

 

 

The Colony and Protectorate of Sierra Leone (informally British Sierra Leone) was the British 

colonial administration in Sierra Leone from 1808 to 1961 part of the British Empire from 

the abolitionism era until the decolonisation era. The Crown colony, which included the area 

surrounding Freetown, was established in 1808. The protectorate was established in 1896  and 

included the interior of what is today known as Sierra Leone. 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 



 

Saint Helena 

 
Saint Helena is a British possession located in the South Atlantic Ocean. It is a remote volcanic 
tropical island lying some 1,950 kilometres (1,210 miles) west of the coast of south-western 
Africa, and 4,000 kilometres (2,500 mi) east of Rio de Janeiro on the South American coast. It is 
one of three constituent parts of the British Overseas Territory of Saint Helena, Ascension and 
Tristan da Cunha. 

Saint Helena measures about 16 by 8 kilometres (10 by 5 mi) and has a population of 4,534 
(2016 census).[2] It was named after Saint Helena of Constantinople. It is one of the most remote 
islands in the world and was uninhabited when discovered by the Portuguese in 1502. For 
centuries it was an important stopover for ships sailing to Europe from Asia and Southern Africa. 
Saint Helena is the United Kingdom's second-oldest overseas territory after Bermuda. It is 
perhaps best known for being the site Napoleon was exiled to after his final defeat in 1815. 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Helena#cite_note-census2016-2


 

Turks and Caicos Islands 

 
The Turks and Caicos Islands are a British Overseas Territory consisting of the larger Caicos 

Islands and smaller Turks Islands, two groups of tropical islands in the Lucayan Archipelago of 

the Atlantic Ocean and northern West Indies. They are known primarily for tourism and as 

an offshore financial centre. The resident population was 31,458 in 2012,of whom 23,769 lived 

on Provincials in the Caicos Islands; July 2020 estimates put the population at 55,926. It is the 

third largest of the British overseas territories by population. 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 



 

Straits Settlements 

 

 

 

 

 

The Straits Settlements were a group of British territories located in maritime Southeast Asia, 
then known as the Far East. Headquartered in Singapore for more than a century, it was 
originally established in 1826 as part of the territories controlled by the British East India 
Company, the Straits Settlements came under British Raj control in 1858 before being split under 
direct British control as a crown colony on 1 April 1867. In 1946, following the end of the Second 
World War and the occupation by Japan, he colony was dissolved as part of Britain's 
reorganisation of its dependencies in the area. 

The Straits Settlements originally consisted of the four individual settlements of Penang, 

Malacca, Dinding and most importantly Singapore- its capital and was nicknamed the 

"Gibraltar of the East". The latter, having been the most developed settlement including its port, 

was a major British asset in the area and was the key strategy to British imperial interwar 

defence planning 
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Swaziland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the protectorate period from 1906 to 1968, Swaziland was largely governed by a 
resident commissioner who ruled according to decrees issued by the British High Commissioner 
to South Africa. Such decrees were formulated in close consultation with the resident 
commissioners, who in turn took informal and formal advice from white settler interests and the 
Swazi king. In 1907, during the residency of Robert Coryndon, Swazi land was partitioned into a 
third for the Swazi nation, or reserves, and the remaining two-thirds as crown and commercial 
land, for European occupation. The partition was carried out in 1909, and Swazis living in 
European areas were given five years to vacate the land 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Tangier 

 

 

 

 

Tangier is a town in Accomack County, Virginia, United States, on Tangier Island in Chesapeake 

Bay. The population was 727 at the 2010 census. Since 1850, the island's landmass has been 

reduced by 67%. Under the mid-range sea level rise scenario, much of the remaining landmass 

is expected to be lost in the next 50 years and the town will likely need to be abandoned. 

The British used the island as a staging area in 1813 and 1814 under Rear Admiral George 

Cockburn during the War of 1812, constructing Fort Albion when there were as many as 1,200 

British troops recorded as being present on the island at one time. Many black slaves escaped to 

the British on Tangier and were given their freedom. Some joined the Corps of Colonial Marines. 

When a dozen British sailors were captured, their account of hardships encountered with 

shortages of food and water on the island, and the construction of Fort Albion, were reported in a 

local newspaper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Trinidad and Tobago 

 

 

 

 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, is the southernmost island country in the Caribbean and is 

known for its fossil-fuel wealth. Consisting of the main islands Trinidad and Tobago, and 

numerous much smaller islands, it is situated 130 kilometres (81 miles) south of Grenada and 11 

kilometres off the coast of north eastern Venezuela. It shares maritime 

boundaries with Barbados to the northeast, Grenada to the northwest and Venezuela to the 

south and west. 

In 1797 a British force led by General Sir Ralph Abercrombie launched an invasion of Trinidad. 

His squadron sailed through the Bocas and anchored off the coast of Chaguaramas. Seriously 

outnumbered, Chacón decided to capitulate to British without fighting. Trinidad thus became a 

British crown colony.  British rule was later formalised under the Treaty of Amiens (1802). The 

colony's first British governor was Thomas Picton. Trinidad and Tobago were ceded to Britain in 

1802 under the Treaty of Amiens as separate states and unified in 1889.Trinidad and Tobago 

obtained independence in 1962, becoming a republic in 1976. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

United Kingdom 

 

 

 

 

The British Empire was composed of the dominions, colonies, protectorates, mandates, and 

other territories ruled or administered by the United Kingdom and its predecessor states. It began 

with the overseas possessions and trading posts established by England between the late 16th 

and early 18th centuries. At its height it was the largest empire in history and, for over a century, 

was the foremost global power. By 1913 the British Empire held sway over 412 million 

people, 23 per cent of the world population at the time, and by 1920 it covered 35,500,000 km, 

24 per cent of the Earth's total land area. As a result, it’s constitutional, legal, linguistic, 

and cultural legacy is widespread. At the peak of its power, it was described as "the empire on 

which the sun never sets", as the sun was always shining on at least one of its territories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

British Virgin Islands 

 

 

 

The British Virgin Islands   are a British Overseas Territory in the Caribbean, to the east 
of Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands and north-west of Anguilla. The islands are 
geographically part of the Virgin Islands archipelago and are located in the Leeward Islands of 
the Lesser Antilles and part of the West Indies. 

The British Virgin Islands consist of the main islands of Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Anegada and Jost 
Van Dyke, along with more than 50 other smaller islands and cays. About 16 of the islands are 
inhabited. The capital, Road Town, is on Tortola, the largest island, which is about 20 km long 
and 5 km) wide. The islands had a population of 28,054 at the 2010 Census, of whom 23,491 
lived on Tortola; current estimates put the population at 35,802 (July 2018). British Virgin 
Islanders are British Overseas Territories citizens and since 2002 are British citizens as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

South Africa 

 

 

 

The Cape Colony also known as the Cape of Good Hope, was a British colony in present-

day South Africa named after the Cape of Good Hope. The British colony was preceded by an 

earlier Corporate colony that became a Dutch colony of the same name (controlled by France), 

the Dutch Cape Colony, established in 1652 by the Dutch East India Company (VOC). The Cape 

was under VOC rule from 1652 to 1795 and under rule of the Napoleonic Batavia Republic from 

1803 to 1806 

South Africa became a sovereign state in 1931 by the Statute of Westminster. In 1961 it became 

the Republic of South Africa and obtained its own monetary unit called the Rand. Following the 

1994 creation of the present-day South African provinces, the Cape Province was partitioned into 

the Eastern Cape, Northern Cape, and Western Cape, with smaller parts in North West province. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   



 

South West Africa 

 

 

South West Africa was the name for modern-day Namibia when it was under South 
African administration, from 1915 to 1990. It borders with Angola (Portuguese colony before 
1975), Botswana (Bechuanaland before 1966), South Africa, and Zambia (Northern 
Rhodesia before 1964).In 1990, South West Africa was granted independence as the Republic of 
Namibia.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Papua 

 

 

 

 

The Territory of Papua comprised the south eastern quarter of the island of New Guinea from 

1883 to 1975. In 1883, the Government of Queensland annexed this territory for the British 

Empire. The United Kingdom Government refused to ratify the annexation but in 1884 

a Protectorate was proclaimed over the territory, and then called "British New Guinea". There is a 

certain ambiguity about the exact date on which the entire territory was annexed by the British. 

The Papua Act 1905 recites that this happened "on or about" 4 September 1888. On 18 March 

1902, the Territory was placed under the authority of the Commonwealth of Australia. 

Resolutions of acceptance were passed by the Commonwealth Parliament, who accepted the 

territory under the name of Papua. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  



 

Nauru 

 

 

 

Nauru  formerly known as Pleasant Island, is an island country and microstate in Oceania, in 
the Central Pacific. Its nearest neighbour is Banaba Island in Kiribati, 300 km to the east. It 
further lies northwest of Tuvalu, 1,300 km northeast of the Solomon Islands, east-northeast 
of Papua New Guinea, southeast of the Federated States of Micronesia and south of 
the Marshall Islands. With only a 21 km2 area, Nauru is the third-smallest country in the world 
behind Vatican City and Monaco, making it the smallest republic. Its population of about 
10,000 is the world's second-smallest, after Vatican City. 

Nauru is a phosphate-rock island with rich deposits near the surface, which allowed easy strip 
mining operations. Its remaining phosphate resources are not economically viable for extraction. 
 As a result of heavy dependence on Australia, some sources have identified Nauru as a client 
state of Australia. The sovereign state is a member of the United Nations, Commonwealth of 
Nations and the African, Caribbean, and Pacific Group of States. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  



 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coronation of King George the VI 

The coronation of George VI and his wife Elizabeth as king and queen of the United Kingdom and the 

Dominions of the British Commonwealth, and as emperor and empress of India took place at Westminster 

Abbey, London, on 12 May 1937. George VI ascended the throne upon the abdication of his 

brother, Edward VIII, on 11 December 1936, three days before his 41st birthday. Edward's coronation had 

been planned for 12 May and it was decided to continue with his brother and sister-in-law's coronation on the 

same date. 



 

Morocco 

 

 

 

 

The Kingdom of Morocco is the north western most country in the Maghreb region of North 

Africa. It overlooks the Mediterranean Sea to the north and the Atlantic Ocean to the west, and 

has land borders with Algeria to the east, and the disputed territory of Western Sahara to the 

south. Morocco also claims the Spanish exclaves of Ceuta, Melilla and Peñón de Vélez de la 

Gomera, and several small Spanish-controlled islands off its coast. It spans an area of 

446,550 km2  with a population of roughly 37 million. Its official and predominant religion is Islam, 

and the official languages are Arabic and Berber 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

St Lucia Island 

 

 

 

Saint Lucia was named after Saint Lucy of Syracuse (AD 283 – 304).Saint Lucia and Ireland are 

the only two sovereign states in the world named after a woman. However, Saint Lucia is the 

only one named after an actual female historical figure. Legend states that French sailors 

were shipwrecked on the island on 13 December, the feast day of St. Lucy, and therefore named 

the island in her honour. 

Saint Lucia is an island country in the West Indies in the eastern Caribbean Sea on the boundary 

with the Atlantic Ocean. The island was previously called Iyonola, the name given to the island 

by the native Arawaks. It is located north/northeast of the island of Saint Vincent, northwest 

of Barbados and south of Martinique. It covers a land area of 617 km2 and reported a population 

of 165,595 in the 2010 census.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Newfoundland 

(Additional Issues) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

St Vincent Island 

 

 

 

 

Saint Vincent is an island country in the Caribbean. It is located in the southeast Windward 

Islands of the Lesser Antilles, which lie in the West Indies at the southern end of the eastern 

border of the Caribbean Sea where the latter meets the Atlantic Ocean. Its 369 km2 (142 sq mi) 

territory consists of the main island of Saint Vincent and, south of that, two-thirds of the northern 

part of the Grenadines, a chain of 32 smaller islands. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines has a 

population density of over 300 inhabitants /km2, with approximately 110,211 total inhabitants. 

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines passed through various stages of colonial status under the 
British. A representative assembly was authorised in 1776, Crown Colony government was 
installed in 1877, a legislative council was created in 1925 with a limited franchise, and universal 
adult suffrage was granted in 1951. In the 1960s, the British again tried to unify all of its regional 
islands, including Saint Vincent, into a single politically unified entity under British control. Saint 
Vincent was granted "associate statehood" status by Britain on 27 October 1969. This gave Saint 
Vincent complete control over its own internal affairs but fell short of full independence in law. On 
27 October 1979, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines gained full independence;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

New Guinea 

 

 

 

 

The Territory of New Guinea was an Australian-administered United Nations trust territories on 

the island of New Guinea from 1914 until 1975. In 1949, the Territory and the Territory of 

Papua were established in an administrative union by the name of the Territory of Papua and 

New Guinea. That administrative union was renamed as Papua New Guinea in 1971. 

Notwithstanding that it was part of an administrative union, the Territory of New Guinea at all 

times retained a distinct legal status and identity until the advent of the Independent State of 

Papua New Guinea 

 


