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l lllustrated Album for Stamps of |
: Ceylon ;E
ﬁ 1857 - 1968 i
[ Size 11* x 83" 142 pages, Strong Cover, Space for over 530 Stamps 1
|| with illustrations of all varieties of Ceylon Stamps from 1836 to 1968
| An ideal Album for the advanced collector and a guide for the beginner. i
! Full details about date of issue, perforation, water mark I
}I[ and other features are incorporated in this album, i
‘ Avatlable from all leading Stamp Dealers [
f I
! ORIENTAL STAMP SERVICE i
il 39, CHATHAM STREET, COLOMBO |, 1
! Rs. 24.90) fi
¥ Price: £ 2.00} Inclusive of Fostage '[
| $ 480 i

I
][ Telegram : Venture, Colombo. Telephone: 29758
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BARGAINS

Some Hard Bargains have been driven in our shop and sometimes
at OUR expense. That is why perhaps our customers are such
constant callers. They keep on coming and they keep us in business.

E FOR OBSOLETE AND MODERN STAMPS }
§ AND FIRST DAY COVERS %
3

(Please Contact :

M. L. SHAH

4, Bristol Street,
{(Opposite Times of Ceylon Buiiding)
FORT, COLOMBO 1.
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Low Yalue Commemorative Sets of Ceulon

by 1\'_..4_‘:-‘- r]‘-\-ﬁl-:?\-
K. Pathmapatham .. .. ..
Woopa

In all Ceylon has issued 8 commemorative
sels, the highest denomination of which is either
25 c. or below this value.

Of these 8 low value commemorative sets,
3 were isswed during the reign of late King
George V1.

The first set was released on 12th May, 1937,
to commemorate the coronation of late King
George VI, The depominations of this set were
6c,9c and 20 ¢ respectively,

After a lapse of 9 years another set of
2 stamps were issued to mark peace after the end
of the second world war. This set which was
issued on 10th December, 1946, consisted of the
value 6 ¢, and 15 c.

Four stamps of the denominations 6z., 10¢.,
I5e. and 235c. came nexton 25th November, 1947,
for the MNew Constitution. The excellence of
printing coupled with the simplicity of the
designs atiributed to the popularity of this set
among stamp collectors.

To mark the ficst anniversary of Indepen-
dence, the Government issued a set of 4 stamps.
The denominations of this set wered ¢, 5S¢,
15c.and 25¢c. The4c. and 5c. stamps were
issued on 4th Febroary, 1949, and the |5 ¢. and
25 c. stamps were issued on 5th April, 1949,

Ceylon, too, joined with other countries
when it issued a set of 3 stamps on 10th October,
1949 to honour the 75th Anniversary of the
Universal Postal Union. This set comprised of
the denominations 5 ¢., 15 c. and 25 ¢.

To mark Buddna Jayanthi, 4 stamps of the
denominations 3 ¢., 4c., 10¢, and 15 were issued
on 10th May, 1956 and 23rd May, 1956. The

4 ¢. stamp carried asurcharee of 2 c. and the
10 ¢. stamp carried a surcharge of 5 c.

On 7th April, 1960, a set of 2 stamps were
issued to mark World Refugee Year. The
denominations of this set were 4 and 25 ¢c.

Ceylon also coniributed to the Freedom
from Hunger campaign sponsored by the Food
and Agricultural Organization by issuinga set
of 2 stamps of the denominations 5 ¢, and 25 ¢,
Both these stamps which bore a common design
were issued on 21st March, 1963,

The popularity of all the foregoing sets were
solely attributed to the low denominations of
these sets and were within the reach of a stamp
collector with limited means.

But, on the other hand, the issue of com-
memorative sets of high denominations during
recent vears has pul the collector to untold
hardship.

The opening of the Philatelic Borean and
the use of pictorial cancellations on First Day
Covers have rendered assistance to the promotion
of philately in Ceylon but the issue of com-
memorative sets of high denominations have
been detrimental to it.

The Government could easily remedy this
by reverting to its old policy of issuing com-
memorative sets the highest denominations of
which should not exceed 25 ¢, This would bring
the widest publicity to the commemoratives
which Ceylon proposes to issue in the future.
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FOUR MORE PAGES!!!

Readers kindly note that beginning with
this issue, you hsve got four more pages of
reading mstter in your Favourite philarelic
magazine and at no extra cost.

{ The Bublisher).
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Ceylon—a 25 ¢, stamp to mark the
1400th anniversary of the descent of
Al Quran to the Universe
by
Lloyd R- Devarajab

Ceylon will issue a mew 25 cents stamp to
mark the 1400th anniversary of the revelation
or descent of the Holy Quran (Koran).

The stamp which is illustrated in this issue,
is being printed in the photogravure process by
Messrs. Harrison and Sons Limited of England on
“8ri and Lotus " watermarked paper.

The date of issue of the stamp has not been
fixed at the time of this issue going to press, but
it is expected to be released for public sale
sometime in October, 1968,

The issue of a stamp to mark thisimportant
occasion was recommended by the ““1400th
Year Holy Koran Commemoration National
Committee” and the Mipisiry of Education and
Cultural Affairs.

The Quran (Koran) the sacred book of
Islam was writien in Arabic in 114 suras or
gections. Tt is believed to be the word of God,
dictated to Mohamed by Gabriel, the Angel of
Bevelation in both Persian and later Jewish and
Christian thought.

The Quran (Koran}, meaning *that which is
recited” is the production of Mohamed as set
down by his scribes. among them the devoted
Abu Bakr, who collected “‘from palm-leaves,
skins, blade-bones” fragments which various
hearers had copied.

Although it echoes themes from the Old
Testament, the Talmud and the Apocrypha, the
Quran (Koran) possesses a quality peculiarly
and wholly its own.

Written in the purest Arabic, the Quran
{Koran consists of 114 suras, varying in length
from 4 to 286 verses and abounding in repetitions
of ideas, personal experiences, dire warnings by
Mohamed to his enemies and exhortations to his
followers.

Its theological and legal teaching forms the
basis of the religion of Islam (Moslem). whose

2

o

followers throughout the world totals 475,000,000
{475 million). More than a sacred book of
religious revclation, the Quran (Koran) is a
guide to a way of life. Tt is well-suited
to recitation and its rhythmic language is
regarded as a model of Arabic style and has
exercised great influence in the development of
Arabic language and literature.

To the believer, the sacred book is a
miraculous work containing the utterances of
God. The orthodox think that it should never
be translated into another language. One may
not touch the Quran [Koran) without previous
bodily purification and it is forbidden to hold it
below the waist. Many buildings and decorative
objects, especially those belonging to the Moslem
faith, are blazoned with quotations from the
suras.

In the | 7th century, this text was revised
and standardized by order of the Caliph Othman
and all variant texts were destroyed. The great
Arab conquests of the 7th and Sth centuries
carried the religion of the Quran (Koran) as far
as Spain westwards and India eastwards.

Two dominant ideas stand out inthesacred
book: the certainty of a Day of Judgment, when
good and bad will be separated: and the unity
and majesty of one God. The holy book pres-
cribes the forms of prayer, five times a day; the
month of fasting ; the pilgrimage to Mecea and
almsgiving; all of which have given the
Moslems — widespread as they are among many
races and in many lands—a sense of community
and a civil and moral code permeating their
entire society, Disjointed, crude as the sacred
book may sound to the modern ear, it is,
nonetheless, the only one of the great religious
scriptures 1o be the creation of one man, givento
his followers within the brief period of twenty
years.

The Quran {Koran) is the source of truth
and wisdom for the followers of the lslamic
(Moslem) faith and proclaims the equality and
brotherhood of man.

Mohamed who wrote the holy scriptures
around 660 A.D. was afflicted with epilepsy,
which was regarded until modern times as
supernatural evidence of sanctity or demon
possession. Today, it claims at least 475,000,000
adherents throughout the world,
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CEYLON FIRST DAY COVERS

Issmed by ORIENTAL STAMP SERVICE

Rs. c.
1946 Peace Issue with 2 stamps1.25
1947 New Constitution R
1948 First Anni. Ceylon Indp. 4 ,, 2.00
1949 U. P. 1. 3 . 500
1952 Colombo Plan Exhib. R & |
1953 Q. E. II Coronation IR [
1954 Q. E, II Royal Visit 1 & 1.0
1955 Royal Agri. Exhib. -
1956 Mational Service | S
1957 Buddha Jayanthi - —_
»w Cent. Cey Posl, Stamp. A —
1958 Human Righis b —_
1959 Pirivena University I Sk
1960 Refugee Year - IR PE:
1961 sMr. 5. W. R.D. Bandaranaikel ,, 2.00
1962 Golden Jubilee Jamborec RS i F
s W.H.O. LY 1.00
1963 Air Mail Silver Jubilee 1 ,. 4,80
« Preedom from Hunger 2 5
52 Co-operative Movement 1 ,, 2400
+» Prime Minister
Mr. 5. W, R. D. Bandaranaike 1 ,, ——
s+ Mational Conservation 1 ., —
1964 Industrial Exhibition ¥ 7 1A
s+ Railway Centenary 1, 300
.+ Cnty. of Anagarika
Dharmapala B et E L)
3 Coty.of C. M. C, 1. = EL0
1965 1. T. U, Centenary 2 e
Inter. Co-op. Year AR |

1966 Prime Minister
D. 8. Senanayake 1
o Birds [
52 Centy. of K. M, C, 1
.+ Ext. of Inland Air Mail Servite ,,
& W.H O, 2
o Inter: Rice Year 2
» UNESCO 2
1967 First Anni. Poya Holiday 4
. Centy, of G. M, C. 1
Hydrological Decade s
1
4
2
1
i
2

*

o s o PN
»S58838880 S8

.. L 'P.1. Conference Rafidy
Centy. of Tea Industry

. Girl Guides

« Tourist Year

Col. H. 8. Olcott

=t
LR

28888

laﬁﬂ 20th Anni. Independence g
Set of 21 covers 45

.. Sir Baron Jayatillaka s, 100

»  20th Aoniversary W.H.O. 1 ., L00

.+ Colombo Inter. Air Port L IR I

Ceylon Commemorative lssues
1937 to 1968
MINT USED

l937 K. G. VI Coronation 3 vals. 1.00 1.00
1940 Surcharge g A0 .40
1946 Victory et 40 .40
1937 MNew Constitution 4 o 1.00  1.00
1949 First Anniv. Tndep. 4 . 1.00 1.00
1949 U, P, 1], L s 1.00 1.00
1952 Colombo Plan Exhi. 2 ,, 1.00 1.00
|
1
1
1

1953 Q. E. 11 Coronation i 25 .10
[854 Q. E. Royal Visit - 25 .10

1955 RoyalAgricultureExhi.l ,, 25 .10
MNational Service 4 25 .10
do with whitestroke 1 ,, L
.s Buddha Jayanthi - Fy 1.00 1.00
1957 Ceylon Stamp Centy. 4 ,, 3.00 -
1958 10th Anniv. H. Rights 2 |, T35 275

%

1959 Pirivena University s G R [
1960 World Refogee Year 2 ,, S0 .0
1961 P .M. A0 2%
Mr. S.W.R.D. Bandarapaike 1 ,, - —
.+ Ceylon Boy Scouts | S0 25

1962 Malaria Erddicdtion 1 ., a0 N
1963 Silver Jubilee Air Mail1 , .00 .25
.s . Freedom from Hunger 2 ,, o Ry L
s» Ceylon Co.op. Movementi ,, 1.00 .25

+» Mational Conservation 1 ,, 25 Lk
1954 Anagarika Dharmapalal S0, .18
., Industrial Exhibition 2 ,, i - R
. Centy. of Railway pair o 200 2B
1965 1. T. U J5 25

2

2
.+ Co-operative Year s 1.00 .25
«»  Ceénty, ﬂ_f C. M. C, R 50 .25
o do Varleties 2
. Centy. of K. M. C. %
2

- S50 .15

1966 W. H. O, i =~ 50
,»  UMNESCO 3 1.00 2%
,» Rice Year b B o W25

1967 lstAnniv.PoyaHolidays4 ., 2.00 .50
5+ Centy, of G. M. C. | Ry S0 L15
,» Tea Ceéntenary 4 — W03
,» Lntr. Tourist Year s — 25
. Gt Guides L e
, . Col. H. §. Olcott 1R — -10:

1968 20th Anniv. Indep. 0 i — =

,+ Sir Baron Jayatillaka o - —
,, 20th Anniversary W, H. o A
.+ Colombo Inter, Air Port

Oriental Stamp Service, 39, Chatham Sireet, Colombo |.
Please mention that you saw in Ceylon Stamp MNews, T
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(s the largest Eaporters
of
USED CEYLON STAMPS

we

are always in the market

for

ANYTHING IN CEYLON STAMPS
Used o Unused

We pay
SPOT CASH

A. M. M. SIDDIK

53, PRINCE STREET,

COLOMBO |1,
Phone: 24457.
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Errors and Varieties for You

When there are stamps with colours com-
pletely missing or with major colour shifts, the
variety caused is a very desirable collector’s
item. We should warn collectors that minor
colour shifts, especially in stamps produced in
vast quantities and at great speed in the modern
printing presses by photogravure are NOT
important, We commented on this fact as far
back as February, 1967, page 11 ol Ceylon
Stamp News. We repeat the warning again.

Bat if the shift is a major onz and so causes
a difference in the design of the normal stamp
then it is a variety worth acguiring; major
varieties of this nature get eventual catalogue
status.

The varieties mentioned in the previous
month 5 issue is clear enough to see without the
pid of a glass; it alters the well-known design
of two leaves and a bad 1o three leaves and a
bud. Just as the 60 ¢. bird with a double breast
or with no legs or even four legs is a most
uncommon fowl! The 60 ¢, Railway Centenary
with a train running off the track is anotber
variety. In real life this would have meant a
disaster of some magnitude,

We do have quite a choice of collectable
varieties and will be glad to show them to vou,
if you are interested. Please phone and call by
appointment and so avoid disappointment—
Thank You,

e o S P S P S

{ KORAN COMMEMORATIVE COVERS
(‘% ADVANCED ORDERS BEING BOOKED g

for

The Special 25¢. Stamp FDC,
Folder each -/60
Special discount for quastities

39, Chatham Street, Colombo,
Phong 27758,
T DET 2@ B A Ao maa

i
:
i

; ‘s
% Oriental Stamp Service h
g k

First Day Cover Collecting
o b s

The Oriental Stamp Service has pioneered
in the philatelic field of First Day Cover Collect-
ing in Ceylon. The trend was started as far
back as 1947 with the pre-independence issue of
four stamps to commemorate the New Consti-
tution. These covers are now treasured items
in coilectors’ albums and collections,

First Day Covers and Special Cancellations
tell the story of the development of posta]
facilities and commemorative trends; they form
important links in the chain of postal history in
recent limes, especially in the post independence
era of Ceylon. The postal authorities co-
operaled by a first Day OFf Issue cancellation in
1957 for the Centenary of the First adhzsive
Postage Stamp issued in Ceylon.

A further development occurred when the
Post Office issued a spzcial commemorative
cancellation or post-mark for the extension of
the [nternal Air Mail services to Trincomales
via Amparai and the 1, P. I, conference in Kandy.
But there were no special stamps issued for these
two important events in the postal history of
Ceylon, The cancellations provide an interest-
ing souvenir and a very useful record of the
events and the postal facilities provided for
thess two ocoasions.

The early covers and cancellations are now
searce and wvalwable philatelic items, The
quantities available and issued were small and
perhaps counted only in hundreds. To-day even
the postal authoritics issue their own covers;
these covers are produced, processed and sold
bv the Philatelic Bureau. The issue of special
covers is being counfed inthousands and they are
bzing snapped up by collectors. Perhapsina
few years the issue of the souvenir covers may
exceed the hundred thousand and as the hobby
of philately expands may even reach the million
mark.

A stone was thrown into the calm waters of

philately and the ripples are spreading wider
and wider.

For Free Distribution Only Downloaded from http://philately.lk


http://philately.lk

T T T ey L Fr-TeR LR - T e L a T Ty, o

EXPERT )
JEWELLERS & GEM MERCHANTS!

cgslmlr & (o/ompuuq

SPECIALISE 1N CEYLONW GEMS, JEWELLERY

L=
ANTIOQWE JEWELLERY

Wanted
Ceylon
Stamps of all Kinds

45, CHATHAM STREET,
COLOMEO 1.

JFH{}HE 27596
TELE: {5p s us © SHERIFA ™

P 0 0 T 1 8 0 1 0y W e

M. A. $. THASSIM

362/15, Dematagoda Road,
Colombo - 9.

v] iy e ™ i P P ity
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SOUVENIR  STAMP FOLDERS

1947. New Constitution 4 vals. Rs. 3 00

e SLeF2 00t beose 0TRSO DIt B d el Pl Bl Bl Sl bl
TR EO DD Bl bl Sl Do o el e Do o e e ol e e e e e e e
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1948 Independence 4 b 2 30
1964, Industrial Exhib. 2 = 100
.. Railway Centenary 2 ' 2 00
ﬁﬁ"#####ﬁ'#'ﬂ"ﬂ-ﬁ#Hﬂ'd"ﬂ'#'ﬁ"###ﬁ#ﬂ#ﬁ#mﬁ lQL':ni .Bi.rdi 4 - 3 m
1966. D. 8. Senanayake ! . - 75
‘E J J " e WIH. O 2 - 2 50
: P i .» Poya Holiday 4 ai 2 50
q il i i

Bt :tamps ﬂ“ i 1967. Tea Centenary 4 " 4 00
PRIVATE TREATY AND AUCTION LOTS . Tourist Year 1 " 1 00
.. Girl Guide 2 i 1 00
| 1968. Col, H. 8. Olcott 1 " - 50

(n every last Baturday of the month, .. Sir Baron Jaya-
tillaka 1 ) 100
i ; i I 1968 20th Anni. W H.O. S 100
Aleiitall Subseclpriani tate. 1810} Rer. ysar 1968, Colombo Intcrnational Air Port 1 00

Stamp Collectors’ Accessories

Stock Books R.c,
Page Size 61"x5}" 12 pages 4% Strips -~ 10,00
! a6t 12 5, 72, 15.00
Available in Special Paper Boxes. The leaves are
white thick Board with glassine strips
First Day Cover Album. De Luxe
bound in attractive Box. Capacity
fi4 covers gizg Bz 5 Rs 15
Transparent Covers 2°x 24" 100 ,, 1
M xApr 100, 200
S 1 pd By S
ORIENTAL STAMP SERVICE
19, Chatham 5t., Colombo.
P L T LT T L L

SEND FOR A FREE COPY TODAY

We want also Vendors. If you have
anvthing to dispose, you cano send it to

us and we will sell it for you.

Our charges 12450 if over £73. lotal
only 10%.

et 2 AR R R L LA gt At E s b s s R s 2 R bl S BRetnl S ek

&, Lindum Avenue, Linealn, England.

Ty T g T PP T gy N i i, e i 0, e ™00y 1 ™ B 11y 1, ()
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Please mention that you saw in Ceylon Stamp News
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Mint Sets.
* U, K. U. 5., U.N. Mint Sets.

% Vatican Current and Previous Mints in |
Complete Sets.

[ W Paintings.
% Cheap Pictorial Stamps Special for Students.
t 9 Ceylon and Foreign First Day Covers.

u W Latest British Commonwealth and Forelgn

We Specialize in
British Commonwealth Stamps in Sets T

L Contact

| INTERNATIONAL  PHILATELIC
’ CENTRE. '

. 212/48, Gasworks Street,

{Mear Bank of Ceylon Pettah Branch) ]
COLOMBO-13. ]
Phone: 34113 J

Fl il el e D Dl o L B e

WE PAY BEST PRICES FOR
CEYLON EARLY ISSUES
COMPLETE COLLECTIONS
RARE VARIETIES & COINS

e e Dol B D o D0 B P Bl Ol Geb B D Bl B G D ek B Bl Bl e

STAMPS
CEYLON ‘@ WORLD

CAREEM & COMPANY

IMPORTERS, WHOLESALERS & RETAILERS

PHILATELIC ACCESSORIES

32, BAILLIE STREET -

g a g L s S R S TR S R R R T L T R R T T A

J rwz}"z{
1_ _(/—_7)1@3:‘ @ampﬁmanfs

ﬁﬂ‘m I
Lanka Trading Co., 1td. |

AUTHORISED PAPER MERCHANTS,
PRINTERS, PUBLISHERS AND
STATIONERS.

44, 48, First Cross Straee,
P. O. Box. 312
COLOMBO |1.
Teiephone . 23479

Telegrams: “LANTRACO™
COLOMBO.

E’H_—.- at—— L I
Pt [ b

b

PSP CrLCR PO r OO T rP bt erRebdee

WE HAVE FOR SALE
CEYLON & FOREIGM
PACKETS, SETS
AND SINGLES

COLOMBO-1

o : Tl b ol i L i ks St S 8 L
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LANKA JUNIOR STAMP CILUB

By ESME

Beautiful Sea Shells featured on a set of
four stamps marked the International Tourist
Year in the Island of Seychelles. The name of
this island sounds jost like the sea shells. These
four stamps are valued at 15c. and 40c., Re. 1

and Rs. 2-25. '

Sea-Shells on Stamps were not only issued
in Seychelles, but in several other countries too.
Islands, especially with Tbeautiful beaches
around, ar= full of these corals and sea shells.

Papoa and New Guinea quitz recently
issued a set of gorgeous sea-shell stamps—one
of which iz reproduced in this column. They
are 5c., 20e. and 25¢.

Metherlands issued in April last year a set
of fve Summer Stamps with sorcharges.
The Stamps feature
4 specimensof the sea-
& £ fauna found on their
T beaches. Thevalue
i ¢ are as follows:i—
12c¢ 8, 15c—=10,
4 15c—10 and 45¢.
20. H

< Last year in

May the island of
Bahamas released a delinitive issue—omne of
which was a 2 dollar stamp illustrating a Conch
Shell.

Pakistan for the first time issued last year
a 15 paisa stamp with a Crab pierced througha
sword,

Some new stamps will be issued by the
Postmaster General of Australia commencing
from the month of August—a series of fifteen,

all pertaining to the Territory Sea Shells. These
15 stamps will be issued in three groups of five
each.

A word about Barbados-Sea-horses-
The design of Barbados's definitive stamps for a
century was the Sovereign in a chariot drawn
by Sea-horses. Subsequent issues show Nep-
tune instead of the Sovereign, mounted on a,
triumphal car drawn by Sea-horses. The chariot
ig a shell fitted with paddles.

LIST OF NEW MEMBERB

No. 32, Master 5. M. Sahai,
Oak Grove School,
P. O. Thari Pari,
Dvistrict D. Dun. India,
Age 15 years. Interested stamp collecting.
Mo. 33, Master M. Ravi Chandra,

Jaffoa Central College,
Jaffna.

Age 13 vears. Interested world stamps,.

OSSN B e .g:...-._-n
LANKA JUNIOR STAMP CLUB \.1
5 MEMBERSHIP COUPON

kd
VSR I A S ;S

% IR e S b i) State
Data of Birth --Schoal .. §

§ Mames of the Countriesinterasted g
o

SEND T CEYLOM STAMP NEWS
Eox 1828, Colombe, Cerlon.
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FOREIGN COUNTRY STAMP SETS.

&4
i
#6
BT
BE
B9
a0
92
94
o5
56
a7
o
103
104
105
107
109
118
111
112
113
114
115
116
119

Poland Ships (]
Russia 10
Poland Birds 6
Germany . 10
Germany 10
Canada
Jugoslavia
Camioon
Camroon
Mongolia
Hungary Birds
China .
Moxambique Triangulars
Mauritius Birds
Hungary Transport
Hungary Horse
Hungary Bocket
China
South Africa Royal Visit
Bulgaria Olympic Games
Rumania Fish
Chile Ajr Mail
Hungary Flowers
China Industrial
Mongolia Rocket
Poland Cats
China Emblem
e Planes
n Peace
Hungary Fairy Tales
i Flowers
VL Lace
Fuanda Flower
Czechoslovakia
Hungary Arts
Poland Rockets
Costa Rica
Chinz Swan
Poland Mavigation
Hungary Flower
Portuguese 5
Juznslavia Sport 3
Maldive Minerat 4
Egcuador Pope Visit 3
Rumania Birds ;
3
3
5

Bl B T T . L I A R PO e

-

Hungary Birds
Hungary Rocket
Russia Sports

Czechoslovakia Butterflies 3

Spain Animals
Czechoslovakia Rocket
Quaiti State Sports
Rumania Vegetables
Rumania Horse

2% Bees

o Space
Mongolia children’s day
Hungary Flowers
Montserat
East Germany
Poland ancient Animals
Rumania Birds

ey R e ey Ly e Bl B o L

pairs
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ILLUSTRATED
CEYLON STAMP
ALBUM

1935 TO 1963
Frice Rs. 5-00

ALIYA PART 11

Size 11"z8"
100 Pages
Space for 5600 Stamps

Price Hs. 7-50

LANEA JUNIOR

Size 11" x 8"
100 Pages
Space for 5600 Stamps

Price Rs. 6-75

COMET

Size 11" x 8"
200 Pages
Space for 3400 Stamps

Price Rs. 15-00

Oriental Stamp Service, 39, Chathsm Street. Colombo 1.
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SHAPES IN STAMPS

by
T. THANGARAJAH

When the Postage Stamp was first released
in Great Britain it was rectangular in shape.
Whether it was intentional or simply accidental
‘that determined the shape is purely a conjecture.

Nevertheless, the penny block proved itself
to be so convenient as regards to the dimensions
and shape that with very little or even no adjust-
ments it has come to stay as the most popular
shape for most of the stamps of the world.  As
far as the greater part of the Postal Adminis-
tration is concerned this shape and size appears
to be quite convenient.

During the end of every school term the
students who are collectors of stamps mest me
with their collections. In order to keep up their
interests in philately and also to aid them much
in their education I have directed them to
collect thematic stamps. Curiously enough a
girl who was advised to collect stamps of histori-
cal interest had of her own started collecting
stamps which are triangular and other odd
ghapes; and [ have chosen this topic to write
on for this issue of our magazine,

The now famous Cape of Good Hopz series
of 1853 were the first triangulars ever released
as postage stamps. It is told that the shape was
deliberately chosen to contrast with that of Great
Britain. Astime went by, other countries began
to issue triangulars. Colombia did so in 1863
so that they could be readily sorted out. New-
foundland issued a 3d triangular in 1857 It
issued that way to provide a simple means of
distinguishing the denominations,

In the middle and the attendant part of this
20th century triangulars have begun to appear
in large numbers, and they stilldo, It is gquits
clear that these are issued with the collector in
mind, perhaps 1o give a little headache also to
the collector. Anyone who has had the pleasure,
rather the agony of attempting to separate one
triangular from the other in a sheel withom
tearing a part of the corner, will know how

10

carsful he or she ought to be in handling such a
shape. Of course in the imperforate days il
should have been considered best ‘as only thres
snips with a pair of scissors was necessary
instead of four. [ think it is the above problem
that made the 1926 issue of South Africa to be
released imperforate at a time when perforations
had become the vogue, They were deliberately
issued imperforate because of this known
difficulty.

A student of Mathematics ought to know
that there are three kinds of triangles—the
equilateral fall thres sides equal); the isosceles
(Two sides only are equal) and the scalene (all
sides unequal). Stamps have been issued in all
the three forms of trigngles. The Malayan
Federation issved the equilateral in 1962, the
Maldives issued the isosceles in 1963 and it is to
the credit of Colombia that it issued the scalene
ones very early. These are just passing re-
ferences made to illustrate this article. It is
now up to philatelist to find out seores of other
countries that have issued the varioustriangulars.

The rectangular form has produced all sorts
of variations in size—small and large, thin, long
and massive unwieldy and so on. Some
rectangles have been turned to become diamonds.
Of late, other four-sidsd shapes have caught up
the fancy of the stamp-issuing countries,
Malaysia's thombus and trapeziums and Malta's
trapeziums are worth special mentioning.
By the way it should also be noted that in
1898 the Turkish Thessaly had issued a set of
octagonally shaped stamps and perforated on all
the eight sides. What wonderful stamps these
are !

The first circular stamp is known to have
been issued in Russia long long apo; but they
have come back in the coin issues of Tonga and
Sierra Leone. The coin issues are said to be
not quite suitable as postage stamps as they are
weighty and also difficult to be cancelled. But
Tonga and Sierra Leone have gone much further
by issuing stamps of the shape of their lands.
These are free form stamps—that is the circular
stamps and stamps of the shape of the countries,
Perhaps we have now what may be called as the
ultimates in stamps of shapes; unless an
ingenious designer of stamps appears on a future
date and revolutionises the stapes 11 existence.
To hayard a prediction. somebody might issue &
stamp with a neat hole in the centre,
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Forthcoming New Issues
CEYLON

DOetober 1968,

December,,,

May 1969
May x

Ril

Great Brilain

1400th Anniv: of Holy Quran 25¢_
Inter : Human Rights 2¢c., 20c.,
40c. & Rs. 2/-

All Ceylon Buddhist Congress
5c. & 50c.

Wesak 4¢., 6c., 35c.

50th Anniv:of 1. L. O. jc. & 25¢;
A. E. Goonasinghe 1 stamp
Education Centenary & Archaco-
logical Centenary 6 stamps
Definitive issue 2¢,, 3c., Rs, 5/-

& Rs. 10f

Definitive 2/6, 5/-, 10, £1

Movember 23,

U, 8. A,

1968 Christmas 3d., 9d. & 1/

September 11th 1968 Walt Disney 6c.

3 20th .. Father Marquette 6c.
i 26th .. Daniel Boone American
Folklore 6e.
QOctober . 5th  ,. American Indian (Chief
Toseph) 6.

MNovember st

2ty =

John Dewey 30c,
.+ Christmas 6e.

Papua & Newv Guinea August 28th, 1968, defini-

Morfolk Island

tive * Shells ™

September 25th, 215t Anniv: of
the Quantas Air Ways Air
Service between Sydney and
Norfolk Isl:

UNITED STATES CHRISTMAS 6¢

A decall from Jan van
Eyou's paimting, ** The
Annuncistlon, " formy
Lhis pears T, & Christ-
man st sefies

This vear's Christmas stamp depicts a
portion of -* The Annunciation,” a painiing by
Jan van FEyck, the great 15th century Flemish
artist. A richly-robed Angel Gabriel, with
wings of peacock feathers is the detail of the
painting for the 6G-cent stamp. Van Eyck
produced this master-work in about 1425-30.
when he was a court painter to Philip the Good
of Burgundy.

A Brussels resident bhad sold the van Eyck
painting to William Il of the Netherlands in
1819. Czar Michelas of Russia acguired it in
1850, and in 1937 the USSR sold it to Andrew
Mellon of Pittsburgh, as part of a §6.5 million
purchase. MNow in the Mational Gallery of Art,
Washington, *“The Annunciation™ was painted
onwood and measures 364 inches tall and 14-3/8
jnches wide. Tt has now besn transferred to
canvas.

Date of Tssue 1-11-1968.

TRAIN STAMP ALBUM

Spacially Printed for
Teenage Stamp Collectors
Size 11 x 8% 24 pages
Price Rs. 2/50

Oriental Stamp Service

39, Chatham Street, Colombo 1.
Tel. 29758
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THE STAMPS CF BOTSWANA

. Botswana—the land of the Tswana —is one
of the land-locked countries of the African
continent, bounded on the west by South West
Africa, on the south and east by South Africa,
and on the north-east by Rhodesia, Botswana
has a population of 576,000 (1966 estimate! in
an area of 222,000 square miles. Much of this
area is barely habitable, consisting of the
Kalahari Desert to the west and the marshlands
of the Okavango and the great Chobe Swamp in
the north. The bulk of the population is con-
centrated in the south-east of Botswana. The
capital, Gaberones, is a relatively new town of
some 12,000 inhabitants situated on the banks
of the Notwani, a tributary of the Limpopo,
200 miles to the north, however, lies Serowe,
headquarters of the Bamangwato, the chief tribe
of Botswana, with a population of almost 35,000,

Botswana has a mean elevation of over
3,000 fest. The greater part of the country is
gently undulating, but in the east, towards the
Transvadl border, are several remarkable groups
of hills of the ‘“‘inselberg™ varicty, their lofty
shapes carved by centuries of erosion. The
winter climate (May to August) is delightful, but
the summers are intensely hot. The annual
rainfall averages about 20 inches;, most of whicht
falls between December and April inheavy shor
showers.

The natural vegetation of Botswana consists
of rolling savannah ; even the Kalahari Desert
is largely covered by bush. Undoubtedly poor
hiisbandry in the past and indiscriminate grazing
did much to denude the land, but s6il conser-
vation projects are now repairing centuries of
damage. The country is particularly rich in
wildlife which includes lions, elephants, hippo-
potami, rhinoceros, giraffés, leopards and
buffaloes. The economy of Hbiswana is pre-
déminantly postoral.  Although rihdérpest
destroyed 90%, of the catlé in 1896 the herds
récovered in & remafkdbly Shorl tiffie and cattle
represents the prinkipdl méihs of livelihood
today.

14

Little is known of the early history of
Botswana. Its peoples, of Bantu stock, have
dwelt there since time immemorial. The first
Europeans to visit the country were the natura-
lists M. H K. Lichtenstein and W. J. Burchell
and the Rev. John Camphell, one of the founders
of the Bible Society. who travelled across
Botswana in the Jast years of the eighteenth
century. In 1818 the London Missionary Society
founded a station &t Kuruman where, three
years later, the famous Scottish missionary
Robert Maflat came to live and work among the
Tswana. He spent ffvy years in thecouniry and
by his teachings and example helped to weld the
Tswana out of a group of tribes into a nation,

A loose form of jurisdiction was maintained
s early as 1836 by the Cape government over
the Bechuana tribes but., by the terms of the
Sand River Convention of 1832, Britain agreed
not to extend her dominions north of Cape
Colony and more or less gave the Boers of the
Transvaal a free hand in the area. Boer
encroachments on the territory of the Tswana
alarmed Moffat's son-in-law, David Livingstone,
who urged the home government to intervene
on behalf of the indigenous population. Re-
peated incursions by the Boefs against the
Barolong and the Bamangwato in the 1870's led
to Montsoia, paramount chiel of the Barolong.
asking for British protection in 1874, while
Khama, the great architest of the Bamangwato
tribe, did likewise two veats later.

These petitions, backed by Cape politicians,
decided Britain to intervene in what was then
termed Bechudnaland. In 1878 Colonel (later
General Sir Charles) Warren led a small ex-
pedition from the Cape to Bechuanaland, the
southétn districts of which were oceupied by
police detachmeénts till 1881, The frst Anglo-
Boer War, however, led to the withdrawal of
British troops from this ared and for a time
Boer frecbootérs rodmed the countryside. They
evéti set uf (He epHemieral tepublics of Goshen
and Stellaland (the lattér producing several
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«tamps). Matters came to a head in September
1884 when the Boers proclaimed the annexation
of Bechuanaland to the Transvaal. The British
government despatched General Warren with
4,000 troops and, though confronted by Paul
Kruger at the Modder River in January 1185,
they succeeded in driving the Boers out of
dechuanaland without firing a shot. The
ephemeral republics of Stellaland and Goshen
were dissolved and on the 30th September 1885,
Bechuanaland formally came under British
protection.

The district south of the Molopo River was
designated British Bechuanaland and established
as a crown colony, whereas the remainder of the
country became the Bechuanaland Protectorate
and continued to be ruled by tribal chiefs, with
British advisers. In 1895 British Bechuanaland
was incorporated with the Cape Colony and now
forms part of the Republic of South Africa. An
anomalous sitwation arose in which the ad-
ministrative capital of the protectorate was at
Mafeking, a town actually outside its boundaries.
This curious situation continued until 1965 when
Gaberones became the capital of Botswana.

The Bechuanaland Protectorate managed to
retain its independence in spite of considerable
pressure lrom the south. A proposal of 1895
for its incorporation in the territories of the
British South Africa Company (Rhodesial was
frustrated by the opposition of Khama. When
the Union of South Africa was formed in 1910,
Bechuanaland became one of the so-called High
Commission 1erritories remaining under direct
imperial rule, After 81 years of association
with Britain the Bechuanaland Proiectorate
became the republic of Botswana on the 3ih
September, 1966, the eleventh African territory
to achieve independence as a member of the
British Commonwealth.

The carliest stamps in the geographical area
known as Bechuapaland were the 1d, 3d, 4d, 6d
and 1/ printed at Capetown and issued at
Vryburg, the capital of Stellaland on the 1st
February 1884 (although the earliest recorded

date in use was the 4th April). These stamps
were suppressed by Sir Charles Warren and
withdrawn from sale on the 2nd December, 1885.
The first stamps used by the British expeditionary
force consisted of the De La Rue unappropriated
dies over-printed *-Military Telegraphs™. These
stamps could only be used on telegrams and were
later superseded by contemporary stamps of Cape
of Good Hope similarly overprinted.

Postage stamps were introduced at the end
of 1885 and consisted of the id., 3d, and 4d
watermarked Crown CCor CA **Caps Rectan-
gulars’ overprinted “British Bechuanaland" by
W. A, Richards & Sons of Capetown. Subse-
quently the same serics on Foul Anchor water-
mark was circulated, the denominations being
id, 14, 2d, 6d and 1/~. In Movember 1R87 the
contemporary British id *‘Jubilee” was over-
printed “British Bechuanaland® and the follow-
ing January the unappropriated fiscal serics was
introduced suitably inscribed *British Hechuana-
land Postage ard Revenue® and ranging'in value
from 1d to £3. Because the value on these
stamps was inscribed in words the appropriate
figures of value were surcharged by P. Townshend
of Vryburg on the 7th Auguost, 1888, A shortage
of id stamps in December 1888 led to the pro-
visional surcharge of the 3d stamp *“One Half-
Penny’ in three lines. Between 1889 and 1895
various stamps of the Cape and Great Britain
were put onsale overprinted British Bechuanaland
in a variety of types, either horizontally or
reading vertically upwards or downwards.

A separate issue of stamps for the Pro-
tectorate appeared in 1888 when the stamps of
British Bechuanaland were additionally over-
printed *“Proteciorate’. The overprinting was
carried out by P. Townshend of Vryburg as
before. There are numerous varieties and mis-
spellings in the overprint settings, but few
errors such as double or inverted overprints. In
1889 the Cape id stamp was overprinted
“Bechuanaland Protectorate’” by W. A. Richards
of Capetown and simultaneously Townshend
overprinted the 1d Jubilee with the additional
surcharge of “*Fourpence™.

By Courtesy of Crown Apgents
[To he continued)
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CSN SMALLS ssiomam crarse ki

New Subscribers get two 20 word
Buy/Sell/Exchange Stamps Advertise-
menis FREE in two consecutive issues.

BIG BARGAIN ! Used Ceylon Jungle Fowl 60c
Errors 5 diff: Varieties Rs, 10/-. 1953 Surcharge
2c/4c used. S5 diff: Varieties Rs. 15/-, Colombo
Municipal Council 25c used 2 diff. varieties
Rs. 5/- Oriental Siamp Service, 39, Chatham
Street, Colombo. pe .
CSN “Smalls’ ; 20c. a word, ‘Minimum Charge
Rs. 6/- Mew subscribers get two 20 word Buy/
Sell/Exchange Stamp Advertisements Free in
{wo consecutive issues. —Oriental Stamp Service,
39, Chatham Street, Colombo 1.

STAMPS, ALBUMS & ACCESSORIES from
the Oriental Stamp Service are available at
Jaffna, — Contact €. C. Cumarasamy, 51, Main
Street, Jaffna. y

WANTED PEN FRIENDS in Australia,
Ghana and Fiji to Exchange Stamps Correspon-
dence in English, P. E. DIAS, 600, Kadalana,
Moratuwa, Ceylon. .

Exchange Ceylon mint stamps and FDCs
against same of India and United States of
America. Contact K. Pathmanathan, Inland
Revenue Dept., Colombo.

URGENILY WANTED to buy Ceylon 1935,
S, L. 371—50c, Silver Jubilee mint and vsed,
1958, 5. L. 461. 85¢c. Tea Plantation mint and
used, Orieotal Stamp Service, 39, Chatham
Street, Colombo 1,

1968. U.S. A. Kenady Half Dollar uncirculated.
Available few coins. Price per each Rs. 10/-,
Oriental Stamp Service, 39, Chatham Street,
Colombo.

1937. K. G. VI Coronation 202 Stamps on First
Day Covers Rs. 345/- Oriental Stamp Service,
39, Chatham 5ireet, Colombo.

Ceylon stamp collector wishes to exchange
stamps with British, Buropean and American
collectors, Could supply good items for European
& British stamps. contact Donald Livanage, 131,
Galle Road, Dehiwela, Ceylon.

CEYLON STAMP NEWS
SUBSCRIPTION FORM

One vear subscription with postage Rs.0f- r
(Cevion) or FOREIGN sh. 18/ or 1S, &1-30
T T SRR = e L S U R R L
E Tl 7 SRR e o S

S MR S SR A N S el R |

B R A 0 R R g o R

| Enclosed herewith .l nlfor.s. . year
oudel T 0] AR, | . A e e
| Please weite in BLOCK. Letters,

CEYLON STAMP NEWS is perhaps the only

philatelic publication produced in Ceylon and
| appearing regularly EVERY MONTH. It
'! carries articles on stamp collecting in all three
languages, English, Sinhala and Tamil. 1t also
brings you news of stamp bargains that repav
your subscription many fimes over.

The annual subscription is only Rs. 10/-
locally or sh.18]- (1.5, 81.80) Why not give a
gift subscription to vour friends either here or
abroad, They will bless you for it over the next
twelve months, Use the convenient form owver
leaf; fill it in with your friend’s name and address |
and post it back tous with your remittance. We |
will do the rest.

Manager; CEYLON STAMP NEWS
Clo Oriental Stamp Service
39, Chatham Street, Colombo-1.
Advertisement rates on application

Ceylon Stamp collector wishes to Exchange
Stamps with British European and American
collectors. Could supply good items for European
& British Stamps. Contact Donald Livanage,
131, Galle Road, Dehiwela, Ceyvlon,

WANTED PEN FRIEND to exchange Ceylon
stamps, All British Colonies. Correspondence in

English. S Ranasinghe * Dhammika " Porambe,
Ambalangoda.

Wanted pen friend to exchange Ceylon stamps
for all British Colonies., Correspondences in
English. 5. Ranasinghe, “‘Dhammika’, Porambe,
Ambalangoda.

Wanted friends in Ceylon who wish to exchange
stamps and F.D.C's. Correspondences in English.
M. Jeewa Weerasinghe, 195, Peradeniva Road,
Kandy, Phone 7328 Kandy.
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MName. .. N T 1

Address

Meet,
greet,

_ and eat at the

" NANKING HOTEL

THE MOST POPULAR
i CHINESE RESTAURANT
| IN THE CITY

&8-37, Chatham Street,
COLOMEBQ

Tphone: 27888

g

Caontact:
(
“.u...

WE WANT TO BUY ALL KINDS OF
CEYLON

MINT AND USED STAMPS
ANY QUANTITY

<

4]

m ORIENTAL STAMP SERVICE
: 39, CHATHAM STREET,

g COLOMBO 1.

d pmowe: 29758
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