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CEYLON STAMP BULLETIN No. 29

OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL AND
DIRECTOR OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS,
POSTS AND TELE OMMUNICATIONS

HEADQUARTER :,

Duke Street, Colombo 1, (Ceylon)
20th August, 1971.

THE Department of Posts and Telecommunications,
Ceylon, will issue a stamp on 31st August, 1971, in honour
of V.I. Lenin.

Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov, known to history as Lenin, was
born on April 22, 1870.

Few men have brought about such great political and
economic changes and altered the course of human history
as did Lenin, the founder of the world’s first Workers® State,

Lenin’s father was a Director of Elementary Schools in the
province of Simbirsk, (where Lenin was born), and his mother
was herself a school teacher. Lenin himself had a bril-
liant record in sthool. The headmaster of his school,
Kerensky, who was the father of Alexander Kerensky who
headed the Russian Provisional Government which Lenin
overthrew in 1917, described Lenin as * highly gifted, in-
dustrious and punctual . Lenin passed out with a first
class diploma in Law at the University of St. Petersburg
but was not satisfied with merely being a successful lawyer.
He had made a very careful study of Marx’s ** Das Kapital »*
and, aided by groups of the middle class intelligentsia, he
sought to bring about a change in the political, economic and
social conditions of his native land where, on account of
economic exploitation, grave discontent and misery prevailed
among the vast majority of the people.

Exiled for 5 years in Siberia from 1893, at the instance of
the Tzarist Government on account of his political activities,
he visited Switzerland, Germany, England and France after
1900. While he was abroad he founded a newspaper called
““1skra ™ (The Spark) which was devoted to the furtherance
of the Russian Revolution. 1In 1905 he returned to Russia
where there were temporary revolutionary outbreaks but
soon returned to Switzerland and remained abroad until
1917 organizing political agitation in furtherance of his
objectives.

Russia was involved in World War I and her armies were
almost defeated at the hands of Germany. The loss and
misery caused at home by the war led to the outbreak of
revolution in St. Petersburg, Moscow and other cities of
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Russia. In the wake of these disturbances Lenin returned to
Russia and set about organizing a campaign that was to
lzad his Bolshevik Party into power. He succeeded in doing
so and in November, 1917 became the head of a new
Russian Government, This was the first Ccmmunist
Government in the world,

In his programme of action and analysis of events he
formulated guide lines which were to have a profound moral
and material efect on the future world. In his * April
Thesis ” of 1917 he had referred to the World War raging
at the time, the inseparable connection existing between
capital and imperialist war and the impossibility of ending
the war by a truly democratic pzace without overthrowing
capitalism. The workers and pzasants, he declared, had
nothing to gain from annexations and strangt.lation of other
pzoples. He called upon all belligerent peoples to start
negotiations for a just and democratic peace without annexa-
tions and indemnities. In a review of ** The Immediate
Tasks of the Government” published in the ‘Pravda’ (April
1918) after peace had been achieved, he proceeded to spell
out the organizational task before the new Workers” State.
He emphasised the urgenc necessity for “raising the producti-
vity of labour by assuring the material basis of large scale
industry, such as fuel, iron, engineering and chemical in-
dustries, by raising the educational and cultural level of the
mass of the population, by raising the discipline of the wor-
kers, thzir skill, their dexterity, increcsing the intensity of
labour and improving its organization, by the elimination
of supzifluous and awkward motions, the elaboration of
correct methods of work and the introduction of the best
system of accounting and control and by adopting at all
costs all that is valuable in the achicvements of science and
technology . He advised the people to keep regular and
honest accounts of money, manage economiczlly, not to be
lazy, not to steal and observe the strictest labour discipline.
A decisive thing, he said, was the organization of the strictest
and nat!ion-widz accounting and control of pioduction and
of the distribution of goods. On the mo.als of captalism
he went on to state as follows : *° among the absurdities
which the bourgeoisie are fond of spreading about Socialism
is the allegation that socialists deny the importance of com-
petition. in fact it is socialism which, by abolicking
classes and consequently by abolishing the enslavement of
the masses, for the first time opens the way for competition
on a really mass scale. Take for instance such means of
organizing competition as publicity. The bourgeois re-
public ensures publicity only formally ; as a matter of fact
it subordinates the press to capital, entertains the ** mob
with thrilling political trash, conceals what takes place in
the workshops, in commercial transactions, contracts, etc.,
behind a veil of ** commercia: scerets ” which protect the
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“sacred rights o~f propertv*. Tenia dealt with basic
issues of the proper organization of industrial and social
management. He stated: ** In capitalist society satistics were
entirely a matter for bureaucrats or for narrow specizlists ;
we must carry statistics to the masses and make thcm
so popular that the working pzople themselves may gradually
learn to understand and see how long and how it is necessary
to work, how much time and how one may rest, so that the
comparison of the business rcs its of the various communes
may become a matter of general interest and study and that
the most outstanding communes may be rewarded imme-
diately by reducing the working day, rzising the remunera-
tion, placing a larger amount of cultural and aesthetic
facilities at their disposal »’.

In order to give workers the power of administration over
industrial undertakings, a Decree of General Nationalization
was issued in Junz, 1918, which prepared the way for nationa-
lization of almost all large scale enterprises such as the
sugar and oil industrizs and for the monopoly of forcign
trade. In 1920 Lenin introduczd a gigantic programme for
the electrification of the whole of Russi?, as the neccssary
basis for large scale industrialization of the country, in-
crezsing production to overcome poverty and want, He
empaasized that there must be better production to effect
batter distribution.

There are few parallels in history where the latent strength
of a nation has been so quickly brought into play by the
wisdom and enzrgy of one man. When he died on 2ist
January, 1924 he had lived long enough to ensure the con-
solidation of the first Workers’ State in history. Lenin’s
work enabled Russia, an underdeveloped country to over-
take in a couple of dzcades the backwardness of centuries.
The economic and social development which took about
two centuries among cortain nations was achicved by Russia
under Lenin’s tutelage in about 2 decades.  Lenin’s example
has inspired the underdeveloped nations in all continents to
work and strugzle for a rise in living standards. The slogan
everywhere is planning, develpoment and industrialization.
The concept of a ** 5-Year Plan  of economic development
was introduced first in Russio in 1928, following on Lenin’s
id2as. The revolution which Lenin began in 1917 is still in
progress throughout the world both in the East and in the
West across the face of the world from China to Cnile. The
ferment of the Russian Revolution set in motion a similar
movement in many parts of the world. In some parts of
the world the ferment did not always produce a social and
economic organization as envisaged by Lenin ; but a ferment
leading to economic development there was indeed, even as
a measure of competition or counteraction. That indeed
was the unwilling testimony to the greatness of Lenin even
by thoss who may have disagreed with him,
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Denomination
Designer
Design
Colours
Format

Date of Issue

Technical Details

— 40 cents

— Mr. L. D. P. Jayawardane
— Design based on photograph
— Red, white, blue, flesh-colour
— Vertical

— 31st August, 1971

Size — 26x%23:37 mum. -

Printer — Harrison & Sons, Ltd.
England i

Sheet Composition —— 100 stamps per sheet :

Printing process — Lithography

Paper used — Harrison coated postage

stamp paper

Gum used on stamp paper— PVA adhesive gum

First Day Cover Service

Official first day covers will be available for sale in two
sizes. The price of a large cover is 20 cents and a small

cover 15 cents.

Terms of Sale

Orders for the supply of the new stamps and first day
covers should be addressed with full particulars to the
Director, Cevlo: Philatelic Bureau, 4th Floor, Ceylinco

House, Colombo 1, and should be accompanied by Money "~

Order or Postal Order payable to the Director, Ceylon
Philatelic Bureau.

LY

C. J. SERASINGHE,

Acting Postmaster-General and
Director of Telecommunications
and
Permanent Secretary,

Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications.
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