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CEYLON STAMP BULLETIN No. 31

OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL AND
DIRECTOR OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS,
POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS
HEADQUARTERS,

Duke Streei, Colombo 1 (Ceylon)

10th December, 1971.

THE Posts and Telecommunications Department of Ceylon
will issue a special stamp on 28th December, 1971 to mark
the 20th Anniversary of the Colombo Plan,

The Prime Minister of Ceylon, the Hon. Mrs. Sirimavo
R. D. Bandaranaike, in the course of her address to the
Colombo Plan Council for Technical Co-operation in
South and South-East Asia in Colombo on the occasion of
the 20th Anniversary of the Plan (J July, 1971) said :

“The primary responsibility for the development of
our countries and our peoples lies with the governments
of the region. While foreign assistance could play
a part, it is only through our own efforts that we could
progress. It is to this immense task that lies ahead of
us, that the developing countries of our regior should
re-dedicate ourselves and seek the assistance of the
Colombo Plan countries for such an effort”.

The Colombo Plan originated in the intense desire,
after the Second World War, of the people of South and
South-East Asia for better standards of life, and in the
firm resolve of their friends and neighbours to assist them
in achieving this objective.

This sense of mutual purpose was born at a Conference
of Commonwealth Foreign Ministers—Australia. Britain,
Canada, Ceylon, India, New Zealand and Pakistan—held
in Colombo in January, 1950. The idea took root in
Colombo, was nurtured in Sydney and developed into a
Plan in London, the same year. Gradually, as confidence,
in the Plan and appreciation of its potentialitics developed,
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its membership grew, both of countries, within the region
and of countries outside the region, from the original
seven Commonwealth countries in 1950 to 24 today
including 16 non-Commonwealth countries.

The Colombo Plan region embraces a population of over
1,100 million people.

The 24 member countries of the Colombo Plan are :—

Within the Region : Afghanistan, Bhutan, Burma, Ceylon,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Khmer Republic, Republic of
Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Republic of Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand
and the Republic of Vietnam,

Outside the Region : Australia, Britain, Canada, Japan,
New Zealand and the United States of America.

Operationally. the basic factor of the Colombo Plan is
that all aid is bilaterally negotiated, while the Plan itself
took the form of an * umbrella ’, rather than a self-contained
international development organisation.

Technical Co-operation came first in time (when six
Ceylonese dental nurses proceeded to New Zealand for
training) and the Colombo Plan as a whole including
capital aid operations came into effect in July 1951—hence
the 20th Anniversary on 1 July, 1971.

In all its deliberations, either in the Consultative Com-
mittee or in the Council, there is no voting. This unwritten
‘ principle of unanimity’ is unique among international
organisations.
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TECHNICAL DETAILS

Denomination i 20 cents.

Date of issue % 28th December, 971
Designer e Mr. P. A, Mﬁhthapa]a.
Design Vol Depicts the symbol of the

Colombo Plan Organisation
and a map of Ceylon.

Colours e Red, yellow, blue and black.

Size .. 2625 x 39 mm.

Format = Horizontal

Printer i Harrison & Sons Ltd., Eng-
land.

Sheet Composition o 100 stamps.

Printing Process £ Lithography.

Paper used o White postage stamp paper.

Gum used on the stamp paper P. V. A. gum,
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First Day Cover Service

Official first day covers will be available for sale in two
sizes. The price of a large cover is 20 cents and a small
cover 15 cents.

Terms of Sale

Otrders for the supply of the new stamps and first day
covers should be addressed with full particulars to the
Director, Ceylon Philatelic Bureau, 4th Floor, Ceylinco
House, Colombo 1, and should be accompanied by Money
Order or Postal Order or cheque payable to the Director,
Ceylon Philatelic Bureau.

C. J. SERASINGHE,

Acting Postmaster-General and
Director of Telecommunications and
Permanent Secretary,

Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications,
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