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THE Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications
will issue today a special stamp in the denomina-
tion of cents 50 to mark the progress made in Popu-
lation and Family Health in Sri Lanka. During
the last century, medical science conquered many
discases and dramatically reduced the death rate.
The result was that more people survived for a
longer pericd. Consequently, arable land, water,
housing space and all the other needs of a growing
population—began to be in short supply. Inter-
nationally upen this Planet Earth; and nationally
upon this island of Sri Lanka, the limits of natural
resources were being approached. People began
to understand the necessity for moderating the
multiplication of human resources.

In 1968 Sri Lanka established a Family Health
Bureau, a Ministry of Family Health in 1978 and a
Population Division in the Ministry of Plan
Implementation in 1979,

2



The will of the'people and the services provided
by government combined, to reduce the annual
rate of population growth from 2-569], between
1946 and 1971 to 1.79%, between 1971 and 1981.

The Population of Sri Lanka is now 14.85
million. Tt might have been 16 million today if
the population growth rate had not declined in
this manner. As the Budget Speech of 1979
pronounced, *° Population growth must be
curbed if Sri Lanka is to achicve the objectives of
eliminating uncmployment, shortages of food and
housing and the depletion of our natural resources”.

The stamp depicts an illusiration of a Planned
Family on the map of Sri Lanka. :

Philatelic Details

Date of Issue : 1981.09.25
Value : 50 cts.
Colours’ ¢ Multi Colour
Designer : : D. A. Wijesinghe
Format : Vertical
Size : 40.64 % 29.85 mm.

. Priating Process : Offset

 Sheet Composition : 50 stamps per sheel

Printers : Secura, Singapore Lid.
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Paper N0 GSWE
Gum. - : Synthetic tropical
Quantity Printed  : 250,000 Stamps

Official First Day Covers
The Phi'atelic Bureau will provide a specially
designed First Day Cover and a First Day of
Issue Postmark. :

Ternis of Sale .

Overseas orders for supply of the new stamps
and First Day Covers should bo addressed with
full particuiérs to the Directer, Philatelic Burcau,
4th Floor, Ceylinco House, Colombo 1, Sri Lanka
and should be accompanied by Mail Transfer
International Money Order, British Postal Order
or Bank Draft drawn on the Bank of Ceylon,
Colombo, or any other Benk in Sri Lanka paya-
ble to the Director, Philatelic Bureau. Uncertified
Persona' cheques are not acceptable.
Telephones: 25588, 26163, 26177,

Spec:al Notice
The Philatelic Bureaun is the sole Agent cf tha
United Nations Postal Administration for the szle
of its stamps in Sri Lanka.
Current stamps of the U.N.P.A. inch ding
issues of New York, Geneva and Vlenna are
available for sale.
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Sri Lanka Stamp Issues—1981

No. Theme Denominations Date of
issue
1. Animals of Sri Lanka* Rs.2.50,Rs.3.00, .. 81.02.10
Rs. 4.00 & Rs. 5.00
2. Census of population ;
: & Housing wdte S0 cls .. 81.03.02
3. CLL Centenary .. Rs.2.00 . 81.04.01
4. Vesak 1931* .. 35cts., 50 cts. . 81.05.05
Rs. 7.00
5. Ter Centenary—La
Sallian Brothers . .. Rs. 2.00 . 81.05.15
6. National Heroes .. Three Stamps of 50 . 81.05.22
cts., value each
T By, T, B:Javah 2=, 50cts, .. 81.05.31
8. Dr. N. M. Perera ".. 50 cts. . 81.06.06
9. International year of -
~ the Disabled .. Rs. 2.00 . 81.06.19
10. Universal Franchise .. 50cts.&Rs. 7.00 . 81.07.07
Centenary—Pali Text
Society =35 ets . 81.07.14
12. Silver Jubilee—
A.CBSF. .. Rs. 2.00 S RE0T. X
13. Family Planning T oDcts, .. 81.09.25
14. Forest Conservation*.. 35 cts., 50 cts., . 81.09.—
Rs. 5.00
15. Acupuncture s :Rs, 2,00 . 81.10.20
16. Queen Elizabeth’s Visit 50 cts., Rs. 5.00 . 81.10.21
17. Flowers of Sri Lanka*,. 35 cts., Rs. 2.00 . 81.11.=—
Rs. 3.50 & Rs. 20.00 -
138. Sir james Peiris 2. Slkels, .. 81,12.20

Dates and Values are subject to alteration.

*Souvenir Sheet available.
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