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THE Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications
will issue to-day two special stamps in the deno-
minations of 50 cents and Rs. 5.00 to mark the
visit to Sri Lanka of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
IT and H.R.H. Prince Philip of Great Britain.

The stamps depict the National Flags of Sri
Lanka and Great Britain symbolising the sovereign
equality of the two States joined in strong bonds
of friendship and co-operation for over three
decades. : :

Until May 28, 1972 Sri Lanka remained a
Dominion within the Commonwealth of Naiions,
and Queen Elizabeth II was its Head of State,
She accompanied by Prince Philip visited Sri
Lanka in 1954 soon afier her accession.

Whilst the Royal visit gives an opportunity to
the people of Sri Lanka to pay their respects to
Her Majesty the Queen, it also brings into sharp
focus the indelible impact 150 years of British
rule has had on Sri Lanka’s body politic. This -
vear, we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
uninterrupted exercise of universal adult franchise
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by the people of Srt Lanka. The elective process
adopted from time imunemorial to select adminis-
traiors at village level was expanded and developed
by the British at the national level for the orderly
selection of Government, which we now cherish
as 2 Parliamentary process.

“The common law of the land was supplemented
by the British legal systems from which we drew
concepts of fundamental rights which today are
entrenched in the Constitution.

In the economic ficld, Britain was ihe largest
market for our primary export tez until recently.
Valuable economic assistance has been received
for our development programmes since indepen-
dence, culminating in the recent decision of the
British Government to support financially the
construction of the Victoria Dam. =

As the Head of the Commonwealth of Nations,
H. M. Queen Elizabeth II has presided over a
unique expansion of that association. At the
inception of her reign she presided over a Common-
wealth of 8 States. Today the membership
stands at 45. Her keen sense of humanity and
duty has led her to undertake visits to many
Commonweaith countries in spite of 2 demanding
programme at home. Her visit to Sri Lanka
today constitutes one of them. Her selfiess
service to the Commonwezith has ensured to a
great extent its cohesiveness, which is based also
on a common link language and on common
traditions.



Piilatelic Details

Date of Issue 1 1981, 10. 21

Value 50 cts. & Rs. 5.00

Colours : : Multi Colour _

Designer : John Waddington of

Kirkstall Ltd.—U. K.

Formuas : Horizontz!

Size : 30x41 mm.

Printing Process  : Offset :

Sheet Composition @ 100 stamps per sheet

Printers : John Waddington of
' Kirkstall Ltd—U. K.

Puper : 100 GSM

Gum ' : Matt

Cuentity Printed @ 50 cts.—<,000,000 Stamps
Rs. 5.00 —1,000,000 Stamp
100,000 Souvenir Sheets

Official First Day Covers
Tre Philaielic Bureau will provide a speciall

designed First Day Cover and a First Day o
Issue Postmark. '

- Terms of Sale

Owerseas orders for supply of the new stamps
and First Day Covers should be addressed_with
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full particulars to the Director, Philatelic Burcau,
4th Floor, Ceylinco House, Colombo 1, Sri Lanka
:nd should be accompanied by Mail Transfer,
fnternational Money Order, British Postal Order
or Bank Draft drawn on the Bank of Ceylon.
Colombo, or any other Bank in Sri Lanka, payable,
o the Director, Philatelic Bureau. Uncertified
‘ersonal cheques are not acceptable.

Telephone = 25588, 26163, 26177.

Special Notice

The Philatelic Bureau is the sole Agent of the
United Nations Postal Administration for the sale
of its stamps in Sri Lanka.

_ Current stamps of the U.N.P.A. including
‘ssues of New York, Geneva and Vienna are
available for Sale.

Sri Lanka Stamp Issues—1981

Ng. Themne Denominations Date of
Issue

1. Animals of Sri Lanka® Rs. 2.50, Rs. 3.00, .. 81.02.10
Rs. 4.00 & Rs. 5.00

2. Census of population

& Housing .. 50cts. oo 81.03.02

3. C.L.L Centenary es RS, 2.00 o 81.04.01

4. Vesak 1981* eo J5cts, 50 cts. oo 81.05.05
Rs. 7.00

5. Ter Centenary-—La
Sallian Brothers +« Rs. 2.00 o £1.08.15
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6. Nationa! Heroes .. Three Stamps of 50 .. 81,0522
cts., Value each
7. Dr, T. B. Jayah soobets. . 81.03.31
2. Dr. N. M. Perera = S0 cts: . 81.06.06
9. International year of
the Disabled .. Rs. 2,00 . 81.06.19
10. Universal Franchise .. 50 cts. & Rs. 7.00 .. 81.07.07
11. Cecntenary--Pali  Text
Society 538 cts, . 81.07.14
12. Silver Jubilee —
A.CBS.F. .. Rs. 2.00 .. 81.07.21
13. Family Planning a0 ots: . 81.09.25
14. Acupuncture 5~ Re:2.00 . 81.10.20
15. Queen Elizabeth’s Visit 50 cts., Rs. 500 .. 81.10.21
16. Forest Consesvations®* 35 cts., 50 cts., . 81.09.—
Rs. 5.00
17. Flowers of Sri Lanka* 35 cts., Rs. 2.00, .. 81.11.—
_ Rs. 3.50 & Rs. 20.00
18. Sir James Peiris .. 50cts. . 81.12.20
r

g Dates and Values are subject to alteration.
*Souvenir Sheets available.

DEPT. OF GOVT. PRINTING, SRI LANEA
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