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STAMP BULLETIN No, 149 A
Ministry of Posis & Tc[coommu.ucations.
Lotus Road,
Colombo 1.
. Sri Lanka.
1983—November 25.

The Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications will
issue today a commemorative postage stamp in the denomi-
nation of 50 cents in honour of the late Most Reverend,
Sri Dharmarakshita Wansalankara - Darmakirthi Pelene
Siri Vajiragnana Mahanayake Thero.

The Mahanayake Thero, a son of the Pandit of Tudawe
Pelena in the Southern Province of Sri Lanka was born
on the 25th of November, 1878. He received his elementary
education from the Ven. Weragampita Siri Rewatha
Maha Thero. Later he reccived his higher education at
the Vidyodaya Pirivena, Colombo and won the Siamese
king’s Prize in 1900. He received his higher ordination
on the 20th of April of the same year. After taking up
. residence at the Vajirarama Vihara, Bambalapitiva, Colombo
in 1901, he was appointed to the Society of Oriental Studies
in 1905. In 1917 he wasappointed to the post of Anunayake
of his sect and to the post of Maha Nayake in 1920.

He had a thorough knowledge of the Sinhala, Pali and
Sanskrit languages and possessed a remarkable skill in
elegantly preaching and writing the entire Buddhist Tri-
pitaka with commentaries and sub commentaries. He
was the priest who delivered the first dhammadesana to
be broadcast over the radio in Sri Lanka. He was also
the only Buddhist priest who bclonged to the group of
ten national leaders selected by the people in 1939.

Comments made by His Excellency the President and
the Hon. Prime Minister of Sri Lanka about this Maha
Nayake Thero would be helpful to gain an understanding
of the services rendered by him to the Sasana and the
Society.

% | can remember very well the days 1 studied Buddhism
from this priest at the Vajiraramaya. I still recall the

_ remarkable skills he possessed in explaining such sections
of the dhamma as the Singalowaada Suttra as well as . |
advanced sections of the dhamma in simple, intelligible

language . y L

His Excellency J. R. JAYEWARDENE—President of Sri
Lanka—

11



*1 was not more than fourteen years of age when
I got so enchanted towards this Mahanayake Thero
of Pelena for he was a compassionate saint possessing
the qualities of an ascetic. Every word spoken by
the Vajiragnana Maha Thero got deeply inculcated in
my tender heart pacifying and consoling me. "

Hon. R. PreEMADASA—Prime Minister of Sri Lanka—

The Mahanayake Thero passed away on 1955.09.21
after rendering a valuable service to the world sasana.

Philatelic Details
Date of Issue .-~ 1983.11.25
Value <. 50 cents
Colour : .. Chestnut Colour
Designers : .. Photo Copy
Printers .. Harrisons & Sons Co. Litd.
: (Hycombe) U. K.
Format .. Vertical i
Size .. 29.81x40.64 mm.
Printing Process .. Off-set Litho
Sheet Composition .. 160 Stamps per sheet
Paper : .. White unwater marked postage
Stamp Paper
Gumn .. Harrisons Blue Gum
Quantity Printed .. 1,000,000

Official First Day Covers.

The Philatelic Bureau will provide a specially designed
First Day Cover and a First Day of Issue Postmark.

Telephones—25588, 26177, 26163

Terms of Sale

Overseas orders for supply of the new stamps and First
Day Covers should be addressed with full particulars to
the Director, Philatelic Bureau, 4th Floor, Ceylinco House,
Colombo 1, Sri Lanka, and should be accompanied by
Mail Transfer, international Money Order, Bristish Postal
Order or Bank Draft drawn on the Baak of Ceylon, Colombo
or any other Bank in Sri Lanka payable.to the Director,
Philatelic Bureay. Uncertified personal cheques are not
acceptable.
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Stamp lssues—1983

Serfal Theme Denomination
No. g
1. 25th Anniversary of Sar-

Z.
3

9.

10.
1.

13.

14,
135.
i6.

vodaya ..
Radio Amateur Society
International Customs  day

Marine Mammals
Ships

International Women's Day

djmmonwealth Day

25 Years of Lionism in Sri
Lanka ..
Vesak—1983°

World Communication Year
~and 125 Years of Tele-
communications
Fr. S. G. Perera
H. W. Amarasuriya
Charles Ambrose Lorenz
LN. H. M. Abdul Cader
Gam Udawa-—-1923

Transport ..

Sir T. B. Panabokke
L. W. Thamotheram Pillai
Orabi Pasha

13

. S0 cents ..
“Rs; 2.50.,

50 cents
Rs. 5.00
30 cents
Rs. 2.00
Rs. 2.50
Rs. 10.00

50 cenis
Rs. 2.50
Rs. 5.00
Rs. 20.00
50 cents
Rs. 5.00

50 cents
Rs. 2.50

Rs.20.00

50 cents
50 cents l
50 cents
Rs. 5.00
35 cents
Rs. 2,00 L
Rs. 2.50
Rs. 5.00
50 cents ..
50 cents ..
50 cents ..

Date of
Issue

83.01.01
83.01.17

83.01.26

83.02.22

83.03.01
83.0{3.03
83.03.14
83.05.07
83.05.13

83.05.17

83.05.22
83.06.23

83.08.01

83.09.02
§3.10.01
83.11.13



Serial Theme Denomination

No.

17

18,

9.

o

Birds of Sri Lanka®

Rev. Pelene Siri Vagiragnana
Maha Nayake Thero
Christmas-—1983°

25 cenis
35 cents

- Rs. 200

Rs. 20.00

50 cents ..
50 cents
Rs. 5.00

Stamp  [esues 1084

World Food Programme
Centenary of Colombo Tea
Auction

Mahapola——~1984

Rs. 3.00..

Rs. 106
Rs. 2.00
Rs. 5.00
Bs, 1000
60 cents ..

{Four stamps}

Golden Jubiles of Orchid 60 cents |

Circle

Vesak-—1984*

Personalities (To be issued on
National Heroes Day) :
(" Pundit G. P. Wicrema-
| rachchi "
Rev. Dodanduwe Sri-
Pivaratne Tissa Maha
"Nayake Thero
l_ Sir Mohamed Marcan
Makar -
{iv) Dr. W. Arthur de Silva
{v) K. Balasingham
Centenary P.S.M.P.A.
20th Anniversary of the Asia
Pacific Broadeasting Union
Commissioning of the Vie-
ioria Project

Bsala Perahera (Set of five
stamps) each

Rs. 3.50
Rs. 500
Rs. 10.00
35 cents

60 cents

Rs. 5.00
Rs. 10.00 |

60 cents ‘]

l

60 cents L

[
60 cents |
60 cents
&0 Cents
Rs. 4.60

Rs. 5.00..

60 cents
Bs, 5.00

Rs 3.50..

8 e Sded Pees a‘-q&:&m@@ﬁf@é‘; B

Date of
issue

83.11.22

83.11.25

$3.11.30

44.01.01

84.01.—

84.02.10

84,083 —

8¢.04, —

§4.05.22

84.06.—

84.07.01

84.07.—

84,08, —
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