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Department of Posts,
Transworks House,
Colombo 00100.

The Philatelic Bureau of the Department of Posts will issue a
Postage Stamp in the denomination of Rs. 2.50 on 7th April,
1998 on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the World
Health Organisation (WHO), which is also the fiftieth year of
collaboration in health development in Sri Lanka.

A conference on international organisation with the objec-
tive of setting up an international body to direct and supervise
the rehabilitation of the large number of countries ravaged by
the Second World War was held in San Francisco from 25th
April to 26th June, 1945.

The first General Assembly of the United Nations (UN),
which was also held in San Francisco in 1945, approved the
inclusion of “health” in its charter as this had not been
previously included as a matter to be considered by the UN.
The constitution of the World Health Organisation came into
force on 7th April, 1948 when it was ratified by twenty-six of
the fifty-one UN members.

The first World Health Assembly (WHA) was held in the
Palais des Nations, Geneva from 24th June to 25th July, 1948.
Ceylon (Sri Lanka) together with Burma (Myanmar), India
and Siam (Thailand) participated at the meeting as observers
from non-member states. A decision was taken at this meeting
to set up a regional organisation with India as the headquar-
ters. Ceylon, Burma, India and Siam agreed to join and thus
became members of WHO.

Since joining the World Health Organisation in 1948 Sri
Lanka has benefitted enormously from WHO’s collaboration
in health development, by way of technical assistance, co-
operation and support for a large number of programmes and
projects in the health and health related sectors.

Area representatives were appointed in 1952 in order to
maintain closer co-ordination of WHO activities. The area
representative in this country works very closely with the
Ministry of Health and Indigenous Medicine in the field of
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medical education and the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Development in matters of housing, water supply, sanitation
and environmental concerns.

The 7th April, 1948, the day on which the WHO constitu-
tion came into force, is celebrated by all member states as
World Health Day from 1950 onwards. Along with all other
member states Sri Lanka too celebrates the Golden Jubilee of
its membership of the WHO.

TECHNICAL DETAILS

Date of Issue : Tth April, 1998.

Denomination . Rs. 250

Designer : Palitha Gunasinghe.

Design : National Flag and figure
50 with the WHO
embleminside figure “0”.

Format ¢ Vertical

Stamp size : 30 x 40 mm.

Printing Process . Offset Lithography.

Printers . M/s. Security Printers. .
(M) Sdn. Bhd., Malaysia.-

Sheet composition : 50 stamps per sheet.

Colours (used) : 4 process colours

Gum : PVA

Perforation B 2

Paper : 102 gsm. stamp paper.

Quantity printed : 1,000,000

Terms of Sale

Orders for supply of the New Stamps and First Day Covers
should be addressed with full particulars to the Director,
Philatelic Bureau, Department of Posts, General Post Office,
Colombo 1, Sri Lanka and should be accompanied by an
International Money Order or Bank Draft drawn in favour of
“People’s' Bank, Mudalige Mawatha, Colombo 00100, Post-
master-General’s Account-No. 1010003010” and forwarded
tothe Director, Philatelic Bureau. Uncertified personal cheques
are not acceptable.

Telephone Nos.: 325588, 326163, 326177
10



No. Theme
1 Y.M.B.A. Colombo Rs. 2.50
2 Sri Jayawardenapura M.V. Kotte Rs. 2.50
3 Golden Jubilee—Independence  Rs. 2.00,
Rs. 250X 2,
Rs. 5 &Rs. 10
4 Scouts Jamboree — Kandy Rs. 2.50 and
Rs. 17
5 W.H.O.— 50 years Rs. 2.50
6 Traditional Jewellery & Crafts  Rs. 2.50, Rs. 5,
Rs. 10 and
Rs. 17
7 Vesak — 1998 Re. 1, Rs. 2.50,
Rs. 4 and
Rs. 17
8 St. John’s College — Jaffna Rs. 2.50
9 50 years of Painting Four Stamps
10 50 years of Drama do. -
11 1Cth SAARC Summit Rs. 2.50
12 50 years of Sports Four Stamps
13 Late President William Gopallawa Rs. 2.50

14
15
16

17

18

STAMP PROGRAMME — 1998

Meteorology Department - 50 yearsRs. 5
50 years of Communication Four Stamps
Personalities—
1. Sir Nicholas Attygalle
2. Ven. Kotahena Pannakitti Rs. 250X 4
3. Ediriweera Sarathchandra
4. Dr. Samuel Fisk Green

Christmas — 1998 Rs. 2.50 and
Rs. 20
Elephants Two Stamps

Dates and denominations are subject to change.
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issue
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