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Department of Posts,
Transworks House,
Colombo 00100.

The Philatelic Bureau of the Department of Posts will issue a
postage stamp in the denomination of Rs. 2.50 on 29th July,
1998 to mark the Tenth SAARC Summit, which is being held
in Colombo from 29th to 31st July .

The idea of regional cooperation in South Asia was first
mooted in November 1980. After consultations, the Foreign
Secretaries of the seven countries met for the first time in
Colombo in April 1981. This was followed a few months
later by the meeting of the Committee of the Whole, which
identified five broad areas for regional cooperation. The
Foreign Ministers, ai their first meeting in New Delhi in
August 1983, adopted the Declaration on South Asian Re-
gional Cooperation (SAARC) and formally launched its Inte-
grated Programme of Action (IPA) in the agreed areas of
cooperation namely agriculture, rural development, telecom-
munications, meteorology and health and population activi-
ties. Transport, postal services, scientific and technological
cooperation, sports, arts and culture were added later.

The Heads of State or Government at their first meeting
held in Dhaka on the 7th and 8th December 1985 adopted the
Charter formally establishing the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC).

To date, there have been nine meetings of the Heads of
State or Government; Dhaka (1985), Bangalore (1986),
Kathmandu (1987), Islamabad (1988), Male (1990), Co-
lombo (1991), Dhaka (1993), New Delhi (1995) and Male
(1997).

In response to the emphasis given by successive summits
on the need to further consolidate and streamline the IPA and
to make it more result orientated, a comprehensive set of
guidelines and procedures was adopted in 1992 for the ration-
alisation of SAARC activities. As aresult of this, there is now
a greater focus on activities that will bring tangible benefits to
the people of South Asia.

. The Operationalisation of the Agreement on South Asian
Preferential Trading Arrangement in December 1995 consti-
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tuted a new milestone in the evolution of SAARC. The
Member States have since been exchanging tariff concessions
on products of intra SAARC trade, covering nearly 2000 tariff
lines. The goal is to rapidly strengthen economic and commer-
cial cooperation, while ensuring that the benefits of such
cooperation are equitably distributed. Similarly, cooperation
in the environment field has also emerged as a priority issue.

A lot has been accomplished in the designated areas of
cooperation since SAARC was first set up; much more,
however, remains to be done. The Colombo SAARC Summit
will be crucial in this regard.

TECHNICAL DETAILS
Date of Issue : 29th July, 1998.
Denomination : Rs. 2.50.
Designer : Douglas Paul
Design: : 7 SAARC Flags and Logo over a
map of Sri Lanka
Format : Horizontal
Stamp size : 48 x 30 mm.
Printing Process  : Offset Lithography
Printers : Thai British Security Printing Public

Company Limited, Thailand
Sheet composition : 50 stamps per sheet.

Colours (used) : 5 process colours.
Gum : PVA
Perforation 1 14x14 172
Paper : 102 gsm. stamp paper.
Quantity printed  : 1,000,000

Terms of Sale

Orders for supply of the New Stamps and First Day
Covers should be addressed with full particulars to the
Director, Philatelic Bureau, Department of Posts, General
Post Office, Colombo 00100, Sri Lanka and should be accom-
panied by an International Money Order or Bank Draft drawn
in favour of “People’s Bank, Mudalige Mawatha, Colombo
00100, Postmaster-General’s Account No. 1010003010” and
forwarded to the Director, Philatelic Bureau. Uncertified
personal cheques are not acceptable.

Telephone Nos.: 325588, 326163, 326177
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STAMP PROGRAMME — 1998
No. Theme

Y.M.B.A. Colombo - Golden

Jubilee

Sri Jayawardenapura Vidyalaya,

Kotte
50th Anniversary - Golden

Jubilee of Independence - First
stamp depicting the Indepen-

dence of Sri Lanka

5th National Scouts Jamboree

W.H.O. Organisation — Golden

Jubilee

Traditional Jewellery and Crafts

Vesak —1998 stamps and S/sheet

St. John's College — Jaffna
175th Anniversary

Elephants of Sri Lanka —S/sheet

10th SAARC Summit
50 years of Paintings

50 years of Drama

Late President William Gopallawa
50 years of Communications
Department of Meteorology —

Golden Jubilee

50 years of Cinema — S/sheet

Distinguished Personalities :—

Sir Nicholas Attygalle
Ven. Kotahena Pannakitte
Ediriweera Sarathchandra
Dr. Samuel Fisk Green
Christmas — 1998 — S/sheet

Year of computer & Information

Technology
50 years of Sports

Dates are subject to change.
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Denominations  Date of

issue
Rs. 2.50 08.01.98
Rs. 2.50 28.01.98
Rs. 2.00, 04.02.98

Rs. 2.50, Rs. 5,
Rs. 10 & Rs. 2.50

Rs. 2.50 18.02.98
Rs. 17

Rs. 2.50 07.04.98

Rs. 2.50, Rs. 5, 24.04.98

Rs. 10 and Rs. 17
Re. 1, Rs. 2.50, 30.04.98
Rs. 4 & Rs. 17
Rs. 2.50 07.05.98
Rs. 2.50, Rs. 10, 28.05.98
Rs. 17 and Rs. 50
Rs. 2.50 29.07.98
Rs. 2.50, Rs. 4,
Rs. 10 and Rs. 17
Rs. 2,50, Rs. 5, 10.09.98
Rs. 17 and Rs. 20
Rs. 2.50 17.09.98
Rs. 2.50, Rs. 20 26.09.98
Rs. 2.50 01.10.98

Rs. 2.50,Rs. 5, 22.10.98
Rs. 14 and Rs. 17

Rs. 250 X 4 11.11.98

Rs. 2.50 and 20.11.98
Rs. 20

Rs. 2.50 02.12.98

Rs. 2,Rs. 2.50, 16.12.98

Rs. 17 and Rs. 20
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