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Department of Posts,
Transworks House,
quombo 00100.

The Philatelic Bureau of the Department of Posts will
issue a new postage stamp in the denomination of
Rs. 3.50 on 20th May, 1999 to mark The British
Council’s 50th Year in Sri Lanka.

The British Council is a landmark on the Sri Lankan
scene. In its Colombo premises opened in 1981 by Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, it reflects deep and long-
standing ties between our two countries. It operates
centres in Colombo and Kandy. In 1999 The British
Council celebrates fifty years of collaboration and in
February of this year H. E. the President of Sri Lanka,
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunge, officially
opened the new Millennium Wing, especially designed
for the teaching of young learners. Both centres offer
access to the full range of the British Council’s educa-
tion, cultural and development services.

The British Council forms a natural focus for col-
laboration and contact with Britain. A generation of
leading Sri Lankans remember the Colombo and Kandy
libraries as an invaluable resource, central to their
studies. Others studies in Britain thanks to the advice
and support received from The British Council. A new
generation now uses the Council as a key source of
English and Management training or simply as a re-
source for finding out about Britain. The British Coun-

cil’s wide range of contacts reflects this.
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The areas concentrated on are :—

*

Promoting English as the language of interna-
tional communication.

Providing Britain’s contribution to the global
information society of Sri Lanka.

Supporting the export of ideas and relationships
between Britain’s education system and Sri
Lanka. s

Demonstrating the breadth and fertility of Brit-
ish culture and encouraging joint projects with
Sri Lankan artists.

Promoting fundamental areas such as good gov-
ernment and human rights.

The major components of the work are :—

*

Arts : A showcase for the quality and vitality of
Britain’s art and an opportunity for co-operation
with Sri Lankan artists.

Examinations : Access to the British examina-
tion resource in Sri Lanka.

English teaching : Top quality English teaching
at all levels.

Study in Britain : Detailed information for Sri
Lankan students on all aspects of the British
education scene.

Support for exporters : Comprehensive support
for British education exporters.

Information and book promotion : Major infor-
mation centres in Colombo and Kandy and
support for the book trade.

Development and training services : Project
development in key development areas.
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The colours used on the First Day Cover depict the
colours of the rainbow and portray the diverse activities
of The British Council.

Technical Details

Date of Issue

: 20th May, 1999

Denomination : Rs. 3.50

Designer : Albert Dharmasiri
Format : Vertical

Stamp Size : 29.85 x 40.80 mm.
Perforation (131712

Printing Progress : Offset Lithography
Sheet Composition : 100 Stamps per sheet

Printers .
Colours (Used)

: M/s. Security Printers, Malaysia

: 4 Process colours
Paper : 102 gsm. Stamp paper
Gum ~ :PVA
Quantity Printed  : 1,000,000

Terms of Sale

Orders for supply of the New Stamps and First Day Covers
should be addressed with full particulars to the Director,
Philatelic Bureau, Department of Posts, General Post Office,
Colombo 00100, Sri Lanka and should be accompanied by an
International Money Order or Bank Draft drawn in favour of
“People’s Bank, Mudalige Mawatha, Colombo 00100, Post-
master-General’s Account No. 1010003010” and forwarded
tothe Director, Philatelic Bureau. Uncertified personal cheques
are not acceptable.

Telephone Nos. : 325588, 326163, 326177
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