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THE history of Sri Lanka goes back to the 6th
century b.C. when the elements of civilization
were introduced to the country by the Indo-
Aryans of North India. Simultaneously with this
Indo-Aryan colonization number of chieltains
established themselves in the coastal areas of the
Island, and they were known as PARUMAKAS.
There is no consensus of opinion as to from which
part of India the early settlers came. There s
evidence to show that they came both from north-
western and north-eastern parts of India. Professor
S. Paranavitana is of the opinion that they came
from north-western India and that the eponymous.
hero of the Sinhalese. king Vijaya may have been
one of them.

The Chronicles, the DIPAVAMSA and MAHA-
VAMSA give an authentic and continuous accounti
of the Island’s past after the reign of King Deva
nampiyatissa who was a contemporary of Asoka
In the form of government which existed in pre-
Mayurya time the symbol of authority of each
chieftain was the vasti (batton). The strongest of
these chieftains was called MAHAPARUMAK A
and he probably exercised his authority Trom
Anuradhapura which was founded by king
Pandukabhaya (circa 4th century B.C.). The
MAHAVAMSA gives a detailed account ol the
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ABHISEKA ceremony of king Devanampiyatissa
which was done according to the rights and rituals
which. prevailed in the Mayurya court at that time.

The assumption of kKingship by a new sovereign
was celebrated by a ceremony attended in great
pomp and splendour. The ceremony of accession
to kingship called the ABHISEKA, i.e. the con-
secration of the king, was alternatively called the
MOLIMANGALA or the “ feast of consecration’
Vivid descriptions of the accession ceremonies of
certain ancient kings in Sri Lanka are provided in
the Pali commentaries and the chronicles. All
kings of ancient Sri Lanka up to the last king
of Kandy duly went through the ceremony of
accession Oor consecration.

Required for the consecration were the royal
ornaments, the white parasol, the crown and the
throne. The ceremony was held in an assembly
hall especially prepared for the occasion. The
latter literature, THUPAVAMSA and PUJA-
VALIYA, list sixty-four items as comprising the
roval insignia.

The throne of the king was frequently described
as a lion'seat (Simhasana) since the lion was con-
sidered the symbol of roval power. Sometimes
the seat of the king or the throne was erected in
the form of a crouching lion. A specimen of a
I2th century throne of stone actually fashioned in
the form of a lion is preserved among the remains
of the ancient audience hall of king Nissankamalla
(11871196 A.p.) at Polonnaruwa.,

The Crown also finds frequent mention in the
chronicles. The King always wore 2 Crown sef
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with precious jewels when he sat on the throne.
Three terms viz . Makuta, Kirita and Moli occur
in the MAHAVAMSA to denote the crown. It is
stated in the CULAVAMSA that king Kassapa i
(650—659 A.D.) did not wear the crown after defeat-
ing the usurper Dathopatissa because the royal
insignia were in the possession of the latter,
Further the crown is mentioned in connection with
the Cola invasions which took place in the 11th
century. Among the treasures captured by the
Colas, there was also the roval crown. The term
moli, i.e. the tiara, is mentioned in the description
of the coronation of King Parakrama Bahu |
(1153-1186 A.p.). It is said that immediately after
his second consecration he entered the capital in a
procession wearing on his head the tiara. In the
THUPAVAMSA (13th century) five kinds of
crowns viz. SIDDHA (the celestial), MINI (the
jewel) SINHA (the lion), VYAGHRA (the tiger)
and the RUVAN (the golden) are mentioned.

- The above items of the ancient regalia of Sri
Lanka mentioned in the chronicles and literature
have not come down to us. The only item of
regalia which we possess today are the regalia of
the last kings of Kandy. Of these the crown,
throne and foot-stool are depicted .in the two
stamps issued by the Ministry of Posts and
Telecommunications on this occasion.

~ The Crown that is depicted in the stamp is an
eight-cornered, gold crown. It is referred to as
ATA-MULUTOPPIYA and has been worn by
King Sri Vijaya Raja Simmha in 1737 and his
successors. namely, Kirti Sri Raja Simha (1747~
1780 A.p.), Rajadhi Raja Simmha (1780—1798 A.D.)
and Sri Vikrama Raja Simnha (17981815 A.D.).
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The'dome of the crown is of gold sheeting with
claborate floral ormament. It is studded with
rubies, emeralds and sapphire precious stones. At
the centre is the MALGAHA or Royal flower-tree
Jeaves appear to be stylised Bo-leaves).

THRONE AND FOOT STOOL which are
jepicted in the stamp are a gift to king Vimala
Dharma Suriya Il in 1693 by the Dutch Governor
of Ceylon Thomas van Rhee and were used by his
successors, the last Kandyan king to use the throne
1nd foot stool being Sri Vikrama Raja Sitha,

' The thronc has been designed in the pattern of
royal chairs used in France and is in its basic style
Baroque of Louis  XIV (1690—1700 A.D.).
However it is distinctly eastern in its carvings and
decoration. Its frame is of jak wood and covered
entircly with g-Id sheeting. 1t is set with ame-
thysts and cut crystal. The two arms carry two
figures of lions suggesting the lion symbol of the
- Sinhala. race. Acanthus foliage ornament fills the
inside of the back of the throne except for the
symbol of the sun and two seated female figures,
The throne behind is of silver and towards the top
is a large embossed half moon.

~ The people of Sri Lanka are justly proud that
these symbols of the ancient heritage are now
preserved in the National Museum in Colombo as
invaluable examples of Cultural property which
depict the rich heritage of mankind not only of
Sri Lanka but also of the whole world.

(By courtesy of the Deparrmeut of
Anhaeology-—-Srl Lanka)
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TECHNICAL DETAILS

Datre of Issue .. 1977.01. I8

Denominations .. Re. 1/-and Rs. 2/-.

Designer .. R. B. Mawilmada. _

Colours .. Black, Cyan, Magenta anq

| Yellow. . \

Forman .. Vertical. | :

Size .« 37 mm. X 32 mm,

Printers .. Toppan Printing Co., Ltd., .
Japan. s o S

Printing Process . .. Offset. ;

Sheet composition .. 100 stamps per shoel

Paper .. One side coated paper Slllt-
able for postage stamps.
104- 7 g.s.m.

Gum - - - .. Special adhesive suitable

for tropical climate.

Official First Day Covers

The Philatelic Bureau will provide 'a__,_;s_pqcially‘
designed First Day Cover and a Special Postmark.

Terms of Sale

Overseas orders for the supply of the new
stamps and first day covers should be addressed
with full particulars to the Director, Philatelic
Bureau, 4th Floor, Ceylinco House, Colombo 1,
Sri Lanka (Ceylon), and should be accompame&
by Mail Transfer, International Money Order or
Bank . Draft payable to the Dnrector, _Phjlatclxc
Bureau, ,
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