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Department of Posts,
Postal Headquarters,

D.R. Wijewardane Mawatha,
Colombo 01000. .

Sri Lanka Philatelic Bureau of the Department of Posts will
issue a new postage stamp in the denomination of Rs. 5.00 on
November 01, 2013 in memory of the veteran musician, the
late Dr. Premasiri Khemadasa.

Dr. Premasiri Khemadasa was a great musician who
rendered an immense service to the field of Sinhala music by
orchestrating a gamut of musical creations rich in unusual
melody, euphonic beauty and a psychological acumen. His
musical creations are so pronounced that at mere hearing the
music lovers of this country are able to identify its author.
Musical creations in the form of lyrics, Sinhala cinema songs,
poetic music, Sri Lankan symphony and opera were done by
him and they have all become the greatest creations of Sinhala
music.

Being born in 1937 in Thalpitiya, Wadduwa, Dr.
Khemadasa’s journey that began with his primary musical
instrument, the flute, up to the conduct of complex musical
creations orchestrating large musical groups itself was an
unusual and unprecedented journey. Many of his musical
creations have become landmarks in Sinhala music.

Having engaged in full-time creative activities as an

* independent artist, he was instrumental in bringing out a
number of creations in several areas such as the gramophone,
radio, cinema, drama, television etc. Being extremely sensitive
politically as well, he appeared for political correctness and
the public benefit in extremely controversial situations too
disregarding even his own personal risk. When Madam
Sirimavo Bandaranaike’s civil rights were abolished,
Khemadasa was in the forefront among those who opposed
that move. At a time when violence was holding sway in this
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country Khemadasa made use of his musical creations to
oppose it.

A special feature in Khemadasa’s musical career was that
he was never satisfied with themusic that was availableat that
time or the institutional framework that prevailed. When he
saw that there was a lack of skills required for his distinguished
musical creations, he took pains to establish institutes like
Khemadasa Foundation and Khemadasa Music Academy in
order to create such skills which are suitable to advanced
musical techniques. The independentjourney he had from the
Sangeetha Manjari up to the Music Academy which created
the great work, the "Agni" Operamarks the golden erain the
history of music in this country. He conducted such Music
Institutes with immense difficulties at his own expense
without charging any fee. Not stopping at composing melodies
intrinsic tothelight song, heproved tobe a pioneerin the entire
Asia in seeking the highest music genre.

His compositions such as the music of the songs
ammavarune, para thanana thena etc. in the light song, the
background musicin filmslike Golu Hadawatha, Nidhanaya,
Bambaru Avith etc. in film music, the music in Sinhala
adaptations and original drama and the operas like
Doramandalawa, Manasavila and Agni have all become
everlasting monuments in the Sinhala music.



Details of the Issue

Date of Issue
Denomination
Designer

Stamp Size
Format

Printing Process
Sheet Composition
Perforations

Printers

Colours

Paper

Gum

Quantity Printed
Last date of sale

Previous Issue:

: 01% November, 2013
: Rs. 5.00

: P. Isuru Chaturanga
: 30mm. x 41 mm.

: Vertical

: Offset Lithography

: 100 stamps per sheet
: 14x133/4

: Department of Government Printing,

SriLanka

: 4 Process Colours

102 gsm. Security Printing Paper

: PVA
: 500,000
: 31.10.2014

Deshabandu Alec Robertson -30.10.2013
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Terms of Sale

ORDERS for supply of the New Postage Stamps and First Day
Coversshould be addressed with full particulars to the Director,
Philatelic Bureau, Department of Posts, Postal Headquarters,
D.R. Wijewardena Mawatha, Colombo 01000, Sri Lanka and
should be accompanied by an International Money Order or
Bank Draft drawn in favour of “Postmaster-General’s Peopl=’s
Bank, AccountNo. 046-1-001-8-9027352” and forwarded to
the Director, Philatelic Bureau. Uncertified personal cheques
are not acceptable.
Telephone Nos. : 2326177, 4927248, 2328301

Fax : 2326163
e-mail : stamps.info@slpost.lk
Web-site : http//www.slpost.gov.lk
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