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PREFACE 

This is the updated document containing philatelic items issued 

up to 2023 on the Diplomatic relationship in Sri Lanka with other nations.  

This document presents postal items, related to the Diplomatic 

relationship in Sri Lanka. From the 1st part, you will see, issued Stamps, first day covers (FDC), 

and Miniature sheets (MS) & sheetlets from Sri Lanka. Most of the times except for a few 

anniversaries, other countries have issued the items as joint issues. 

In the second part you will see the postal items which were 

issued only from the other countries for the anniversaries of diplomatic relations, which were 

not issued locally. And finally in the third part you will see special postal items which are not 

taken for the normal postage  

If you find any mistake in this document, please let me know 

from below mentioned contacts information. It will provide me an opportunity to correct it 

from next edition. 

I wish to thanks all parties who give support to issue this 

document, may it be in from of images, information, ideas and physically supports, it was very 

important to finish this creatively. Please click on the link below to visit our google form to 

submit feedback and any mistakes you come across in any of the free resource materials you 

download https://philately.lk  

https://forms.gle/YkKMGnbkuQiqUKxi7 

 

 

 

Indika Lakmal Pathiraja 

lakmalpathiraja@gmail.com 

0716713312 
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Diplomatic Relationship in Sri Lanka 

 

Foreign relations of Sri Lanka refer to the diplomatic and 

commercial relations between Sri Lanka and other countries. Sri Lanka has stressed its 

principle of "friendship towards all, enmity towards none" in its diplomacy. Sri Lanka since the 

1950s has followed a non-aligned foreign policy. 

 

Herein you will find stamps and related items which have been 

issued by the Sri Lanka post for the anniversaries of the diplomatic relationship in Sri Lanka 

and joint issued from relevant countries. A summary of the counties and relevant years can 

be shown as follows. 

 

# Country Relation 

Years 

Issued 

year 

1 Japan 50 2002 

2 China 50 2007 

3 Nepal 50 2007 

4 Cuba 50 2009 

5 Japan 60 2013 

6 Thailand 60 2015 

7 Korea 40 2017 

8 Nepal 60 2019 

9 Singapore 50 2021 

10 Japan 70 2022 

11 France 75 2023 

12 Egypt 66 2023 

13 Turkey 75 2023 
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Part 1 
 

 

Philatelic Items Issued from Both Countries for 

Anniversaries of Diplomatic Relations 

  

http://philately.lk/


Diplomatic Relationship in Sri Lanka 

5 
Created by Indika Lakmal Pathiraja for free distribution Downloaded from philately.lk Last updated 28th Nov. 2024 

1. Sri Lanka and Japan 

50th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2002 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : April 1952 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Volcano of Mount Fuji 

Japan Stamp : Wall painting of the Sigiriya 
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Stamps 

 

First Day Covers 

 

  

Sri Lanka 

SG 1576 

Japan 
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2. Sri Lanka and China 

50th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2007 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 7 February 1957 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Sigiriya Rock & Great wall of China 

China Stamp : Not issued 
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Stamps 

 

First Day Covers 

 

  

Sri Lanka 

SG 1856 
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3. 11110Sri Lanka and Nepal 

50th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2007 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 1 July 1957 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Queen Mahamaya Sculpture, Adam’s Peak, Everest, Mayadevi 

Sculpture 

Nepal Stamp : Mayadevi Sculpture, Birthplace of Lord Buddha, Mihinthlaya Rock, 

Tooth Relic of Lord Buddha 

  

http://philately.lk/


Diplomatic Relationship in Sri Lanka 

10 
Created by Indika Lakmal Pathiraja for free distribution Downloaded from philately.lk Last updated 28th Nov. 2024 

Stamps 

First Day Covers 

 

  

Sri Lanka 

SG 1890 

Nepal 
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4. Sri Lanka and Cuba 

50th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2009 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 29 July 1959 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Mahogany Tree, planted by Che Guevara at Horana 

Cuban Stamp : Sigiriya Painting 
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Stamps 

First Day Covers  

 

  

Sri Lanka 

SG 2014 
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5. Sri Lanka and Japan 

60th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2013 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : April 1952 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Water Liles and Sakura Flowers 

Japan Stamp : Not Issued 
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Stamps 

 

First Day Covers 

 

Miniature Sheets 

 

 

 

Sri Lanka 

SG 2203/ 2204 
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6. Sri Lanka and Thailand 

60th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2015 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 20 November 1955 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Jethavana Stupa 

Thailand Stamp : Phrepathomechedi Pagoda  
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Stamps 

First Day Covers 

 

 

Sri Lanka 

SG 2328/ 2329 

Thailand 
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Miniature Sheets 

 

Sheetlet 
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7. Sri Lanka and Korea 

40th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 14 November 1977 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 1977 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Sri Lankas Kandyan Dance 

Korean Stamp : Dance of the Spring Nightingale 
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Stamps 

First Day Covers 

 

  

Sri Lanka 

SG 2483/ 2484 

Korea 
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Miniature Sheets 

 

Sheetlet 
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8. Sri Lanka and Nepal 

60th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2020 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 1 July 1957 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Temple of the Tooth Relic in Kandy, Lumbini Temple in Nepal 

Nepal Stamp : Lumbini Temple in Nepal, Temple of the Tooth Relic in Kandy 
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Stamps 

First Day Covers 

 

  

Sri Lanka 
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9. Sri Lanka and Singapore 

50th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2021 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 20 July 1970 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Restoration Coral Ecosystem in Sri Lanka & Mangroves n Singapore 

Singapore Stamp : Restoration Coral Ecosystem in Sri Lanka & Mangroves n Singapore 
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Stamps 

First Day Covers 

 

Miniature Sheet First Day Covers 

 

  

Sri Lanka Singapore 
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Miniature Sheets 
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10. Sri Lanka and Japan 

70th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2023 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : April 1952 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Flags, National dress codes, National Flowers, of both countries 

Japan Stamp : Not Issued 
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Stamps 

First Day Covers 

  

Sri Lanka 
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11. Sri Lanka and France 

75th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2023 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 27 October 1948 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Image of the Sigiriya Rock 

Franc Stamp : Image of the Mont Saint Michel 
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Stamps 

 

First Day Covers 

 

Miniature Sheet First Day Covers 

 

  

Sri Lanka 
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Miniature Sheets 

 

  

http://philately.lk/


Diplomatic Relationship in Sri Lanka 

32 
Created by Indika Lakmal Pathiraja for free distribution Downloaded from philately.lk Last updated 28th Nov. 2024 

12. Sri Lanka and Egypt 

66th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2023 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 24 October 1957 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Jethawana Stupa in Sri Lanka & Great Sphinx and Pyramid of Khafre in 

Egypt 

Egypt Stamp : Jethawana Stupa in Sri Lanka & Great Sphinx and Pyramid of Khafre in 

Egypt 
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Stamps 

First Day Covers 

 

 

  

Sri Lanka Egypt 
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13. Sri Lanka and Turkey 

75th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2023 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 04 February 1948 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Sigiriya Rock from Pidurangala in Sri Lanka & Rocks in Cappadocia in 

Turkey 

Turkey Stamp : Sigiriya Rock from Pidurangala in Sri Lanka & Rocks in Cappadocia in 

Turkey 
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Miniature Sheet  

 

Miniature Sheet First Day Covers 

 

  

Sri Lanka Turkey 
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Part 2 
 

 

Philatelic Items Issued from Other Countries for 

Anniversaries of Diplomatic Relations 
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Issues of Other Countries for Anniversaries of the 

Diplomatic Relationship 

1. Russia 

60th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2018 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 19 February 1957 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Not Issued 

Russian Stamp :  Orthodox Bakhchisaray Holy Assumption Monastery & Dambulla Vihara 
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Stamps 

 

First Day Covers 

 

Miniature Sheets 
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2. China 

60th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2017 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 7 February 1957 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Not Issued 

China Stamp : Not Issued 

 

  

http://philately.lk/


Diplomatic Relationship in Sri Lanka 

40 
Created by Indika Lakmal Pathiraja for free distribution Downloaded from philately.lk Last updated 28th Nov. 2024 

First Day Covers 
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Part 3 
 

 

Special Philatelic Items, Issued from any country for 

Anniversaries of Diplomatic Relations 
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All other issues for Anniversaries of the 

Diplomatic Relationship 

1. China 

45th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2002 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : 7 February 1957 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Not Issued 

Malaysia Stamp : Not Issued 
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Specail Commemorative Cover 
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2. Malaysia 

60th Anniversary 

Issued Year : 2017 

 

 

Details 

Relationship Started : October 1957 

Sri Lankan Stamp : Not Issued (Special Stamps) 

Malaysia Stamp : Not Issued 
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Stamps 

Specail Commemorative Cover 

 

Sri Lanka 
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