
 

 

 

VOL: IV MARCH 2021 ISSUE 61 

MONTHLY DIGITAL BULLETIN OF ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

 

 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.61/March 2021 2 

 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.61/March 2021 3 

 

 

 
 

MONTHLY DIGITAL BULLETIN OF ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

 

Vol. IV    
Issue No.61 
March 2021 

 
 

 

Editor & Designer 
Mohanachandran Nair 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 
 

 
PRESIDENT 

R K Rajasekharan 
Mobile: 9447413056 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Dr. S Satheesh 

Mobile: 9447104460 
 

SECRETARY 
P Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile: 9387801948 
 

JT. SECRETARY 
Sreejesh Krishnan 

Mobile: 9400423402 
 

TREASURER 
Jacob Philip 

Mobile:9446139132 
 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 
Boben J E 

Dr. V Balakrishnan Nair 
C Krishnankutty Nair 

V Sasikumar 
Col. (Retd) Gopakumar 

Hentry Smith Kumar 
Rajesh Chandran 

 
 

We meet every first Sunday 
At Hotel Poorna, 

Statue, Thiruvananthapuram 
At 2.30 p.m.      

CONTENTS 

 

Cover – Romania – Delta of Moldova – Miniature Sheet 1 

Editorial 4 

Reader’s Column 4 

New Indian Issues 5 

News in Brief 5 

England-Australia Air Race 1919 7 

Inhabited Bridges 14 

Cellular Jail, Port Blair – A Philatelic Tribute 20 

1948 Air-India International Postage Stamp Issue 25 

Pudukkottai Portrait Type Non-Judicial Stamp Papers 36 

Biodiversity in India through philately 41 

Knowledge Bank 49 

New issues from Other Countries 51 

New Books 53 

Special Covers 54 

Forthcoming Events 60 

Forthcoming Issues of India 60 

Philatelic Links 60 

  

Advertisements:  

Bharatexotics     13 

Phila Art              35 

  
 

 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.61/March 2021 4 

EDITORIAL 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
      I have immense pleasure to release the 5th anniversary issue of our bulletin. In March 2016, five years ago the first 
issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin was released. Till now we could publish the bulletin without any break or combined 
issue. It does not seem like five years has gone by, but it has.  I hope we were able to contribute our bit towards promoting 
philately through this bulletin.  I am also happy to inform you that our registered subscribers have crossed 1000 and the 
readership is much more than that.  Every month ten to fifteen new subscribers are registering. For the benefit of new 
subscribers our past issues were uploaded in Google drive and can be accessed from the following link:  
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-VKa-d9LyUJ8hr1k30B24EZCA2DhReur 
 
      On this occasion I wish to express my sincere thanks to all our readers, well wishers, contributors and advertisers, 
without whom our magazine’s success would not have been possible.  The feedbacks reveals that this is one of the best 
philatelic magazines published in India. In connection with this anniversary issue, I have contacted most of the senior 
philatelists in the country and requested them to contribute articles.  Some philatelists responded and their articles are 
included in this issue. You can enjoy it.  
 
      Changes are inevitable. Growth is not possible without change.  From this issue I tried to change the layout of the 
bulletin a little.  I hope you will like it. Please share your observations regarding this. 
 
      Happy collecting! 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 

 
 

READERS’ COLUMN 
 

Dear Nair 
 

      I must congratulate / compliment you / your team for all 
good work for philately promotion and bringing out e-
newsletter and keep connected to all your members 
through digital platform. 
 

Pradip Jain 
Patna 

To the secretary. 
 

      Again, you have delivered an excellent issue of the 
Bulletin. I enjoying reading this, and some very interesting 
articles. First of all, I was pleased to read about the 
collection of Himachal Pradesh, remarkable for a young 
woman to collect that state, congratulation to the exhibitor! 
 

      Next Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, which I have a 
small but lovely collection. Congratulation to Ananthapuri 
Philatelic Association to have so many dedicated 
members. 
 

Ole-Fredrik Olsen 
Norway 

The Editor, 
 

      I am happy to note that ANANTHAPURI STAMP 
BULLETIN has completed five years of its publication. 
Every issue of your Bulletin is very interesting, informative 
and well presented. Articles are worth reading as well as 
preserving. You are publishing latest news also with makes 
us updated in the field of Philately. We are always eagerly 
waiting for new issue. 
 

      I wish your Bulletin every success. 
 

Sudhir Jain, Satna 

 

Dear Mr Nair 
 

      Many many congratulations on completing five years of 
publication of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin. It is a great 
pleasure to receive your Bulleting regularly with excellent 
articles and stamp news updates. It is one of the leading 
stamp bulletins in India which is published regularly without 
any break. I wish you all the best for its future issues. 
 

      Best regards 

J.Jyoti 
  Editor, Rainbow Stamp News 

Dear Mr Nair, 
 

      The regular release of the e-magazine by Ananthapuri 
Philatelic Association is a creditable effort. The magazine 
with its bits of news and philatelic information, carries all 
the positive features of a good publication. It is a moment 
of pride that the magazine is celebrating completion of 5 
years. Heartiest congratulations on the same. 
 

      The effort deserves appreciation and has evinced 
interest of the readers.  Wish you more such occasions to 
celebrate, in future. 
 

      With warm regards, 
Rajesh Kumar Bagri 

Hony. Secretary General, PCI 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-VKa-d9LyUJ8hr1k30B24EZCA2DhReur
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New Indian Issues 
 

The High Court of Gujarat 
 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 06.02.2021 

 

News in Brief 
 
ISC FORTNIGHTLY DISPLAY ZOOM MEETINGS 
 

      The Seventeenth Virtual Zoom Display meeting of India Study Circle For Philately was held on 6 
February 2021 at 8.30 pm to 10.30 pm IST.  The following three presentations were done in the meeting 
by the respective speakers. 
 

1. Indian Aerogramme & Predecessors – Civil & Military, 1942-45 by Madhukar Jhingan 
2. 1854 – 4 annas – India’s first bicoloured stamp by Pragya Kothari 
3. The Post in Bombay before 1837 (Part 2) by Max Smith 
 
KOLKATA GPO PHILATELIC CLUB INAUGURATED 
 

      Kolkata GPO Philatelic Club inaugurated on 27 February 2021 by Shri. Pradipta Kumar Bisoi, 
Secretary, India Post.  Mr. Niraj Kumar, Post Master General, Kolkata was also attended the function.  
Probably for the first time Post Office inaugurated a Philatelic Club at GPO in the world. Eminent 
philatelist Shri. Dipok Dey was selected as the Academic Advisor (Philately) of the Club 
 

           
 

 

The Inaugural Function Pradipta Kumar Bisoi, Dipok Dey 
and Niraj Kumar 
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SIGNET EDITORIAL BOARD RECONSTITUTED 
 
      The Governing Council Meeting of the Philatelic Congress of India, held on 5 February 2021, re-
constituted the editorial board of its official quarterly journal – Signet. The new sub-committee members 
of the editorial board are: 
 
Chief Editor: Mr. Sahadeva Sahoo 
 
Sub-Committee 
Mr. Prashant Pandya – Co-Ordinator 
 

Members: 
Mr. Piyush Khaitan 
Mr. Ajy Kumar Mittal 
Mr. P. Mohanachandran Nair 
Mr. Rajesh Paharia 
 
GERMANY INTRODUCED NEW STAMPS WITH MATRIX CODE 
 
      Germany post had introduced “a new generation of postage stamps” that would enable customers 
to get basic tracking updates on their items.  
 

 
 

      The new stamp will each feature a special matrix code similar to QR code that can be scanned 
allowing Germany post employees to check its validity. Before posting their letters, people can also 
scan the code into Germany post app to get updates when the letter has arrived in the local processing 
centre and when it has reached its target Stamps with matrix codes makes the service more reliable. 
The stamp was released on 4.2.2021 and by 2022 all Germany Stamps will bear a unique code.  
 

 
France has released same type in 19, October 2020. 

 
Courtesy: Dr. Jayaprakash, Thrissur 
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England – Australia Air Race 1919 
by Pradip Jain FRPSL 

 
      In 1918, Captain Ross Smith piloted the  first RAF Survey flight to India and established the 
foundation for the Egypt–India route. In 1919, with this experience in hand and incorporating the same 
route, Captain Smith, along with his brother and co-pilot, Lieutenant Keith Smith, and mechanics 
Sergeant Wally Shiers and James Bennett (Fig 1), won the famous England–Australia air race and the 
£10,000 prize money offered by the Australian government.  
 

 
 
      The success of Ross Smith and his crew was largely due to the experience gained from that 1918 
survey flight to India via Egypt. Before the 1918 flight, there were no established routes, no proper 
landing grounds and no proper arrangements for refuelling or mechanical repairs.  
 
RAF Survey light Egypt– India 1918  
 
      With Major General Sir Geoffrey Salmond, General Officer Commanding (RAF Middle-East), and 
Brigadier General A E Borton on board, Captain Ross Smith piloted the  first Survey flight from Cairo 
to India in November 1918. The aeroplane used was a Handley Page Bomber, type 0/400 bi-plane,  
fitted with two Rolls Royce 250hp engines, which took off on 30 November. The route went from 
Heliopolis (Cairo), to Damascus, Ramadi, Baghdad, Bushire, Bandar Abbas, Chahbar (arriving 7 
December 1918 and departing 10 December), Karachi, Nasirabad, Delhi (arriving 12 December and 
Departing 16 December), Allahabad (night stop) and  finally Calcutta, arriving on 17 December 1918. 
Major General Salmond returned to England from Calcutta, while Brigadier General Borton and Captain 
Smith continued their survey by sea to Burma.  
 
      When the Imperial Air board confirmed that Ross Smith’s historical flight had established an aerial 
route to India, work immediately commenced on establishing routes and landing grounds for a London-
Calcutta service. A few months later, on 24 February 1919, the Baghdad-Cairo route was opened by 
RAF 31st wing.  
 
      This pioneer flight by Ross Smith was also the  first flight to carry mails to India. It is reported that 
43 letters were handed over to the Postmaster at Karachi on 10 December 1918 for dispatch to various 
destinations. These bear a special three-line cachet applied at Karachi that reads, ‘Brought by First 
Aerial /Mail, Cairo to Karachi /10th December 1918’ (Fig 2). A further 30 letters were delivered at Delhi 
where a special circular cachet was applied (Fig 3)  
 

Fig. 1. Sergeant Wally Shiers, Captain Ross 
Smith, Lieutenant Keith Smith and Sergeant 
James Bennett, the crew of the Vickers Vimy 
aircraft that won the 1919 London–Australia 
air race 
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The Second Survey  Flight  
 
      The flight by Smith is sometimes confused with the second survey flight made by Major A S C 
McLaren and Captain Robert Halley, with Major General N D K McEwen on board, which left 
Martlesham Heath on 13 December 1918 and arrived at Karachi on 16 January 1919. This flight was 
made in Old Carthusian, a Handley Page V1500, and took a different route to India, flying from Baghdad 
to El-Amara, Bandar Abbas, Jask, Omara and Karachi. This route took more time than the one chosen 
by Smith.  
 
      Figure 4 shows a cover, signed by Captain Jack Halley, flown from Bandar Abbas to Karachi during 
the second survey flight. It bears a three-line special cachet that reads, ‘FIRST THROUGH AERIAL 
MAIL/GREAT BRITAIN TO INDIA/KARACHI 17.1.1919.’. It is also inscribed, ‘First Aeroplane to India 
from British Isles. Care General McEwan’ in manuscript at the top (McEwan was the Commander 
designate of the Royal Air Force). This is the only example of an OHMS cover carried on the flight of 
Old Carthusian). It was registered at Karachi before being sent onward to Teheran. 
 

 

Fig. 2. A postcard flown from Chabbar to Karachi 
during the 1918 Egypt-India survey flight bearing 
the special three-line ‘First Aerial Mail’ cachet 
applied at Karachi 
 

Fig. 3. A rare letter carried on the 1918 survey flight bearing the special round cachet ‘CARRIED BY 
FIRST AERIAL MAIL/ CAIRO-DELHI/DECR. 1918’. It is addressed to Mrs MunGavin, wife of Alex 
MunGavin, the British consul at Bandar Abbas. The letter was flown from Chabbar to Karachi and is 
signed by Alex MunGavin (bottom left) and Brigadier General Borton who was a passenger on the flight 
 

Fig. 4. An OHMS cover from 
Bandar Abbas to Karachi flown on 
the second survey flight. It bears 
a three-line special cachet that 
reads, ‘FIRST THROUGH 
AERIAL MAIL, GREAT BRITAIN 
TO INDIA, KARACHI 17.1.1919’ 
(Reduced) 
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The England Australia Air Race – 1919  
 
      In 1919, the then Australian Prime Minister, W M Hughes, announced a prize of £10,000 for the  
first aeroplane to fly from London to Australia. The salient rules of the race were:  
• The pilots and crew should all be the Australian ex-service men.  
• The flight should be completed in 30 days.  
• The aeroplane could not be changed during the flight but the engine could.  
• No solo flight was permitted owing to International Flying Convention.  
• The entry fee was £100.  
• Inclusion of a qualified navigator in the team was a must.  
• The range of the aircraft must be 500 miles.  
 
      Fulfilling these requirements were six race entrants. In order of their starting times these were:  
1: G C Matthews and T D Kay, 21 October 1919 (crashed at Bali, Indonesia on 17 April 1920).  
2: Ross and Keith Smith, 12 November 1919 (completed and won the race).  
3: R M Douglas and J S L ROSS, 13 November 1919 (crashed six miles from departure, both killed). 
4: G H Wilkins and V Rendle, 21 November 1919 (crashed at Suda Bay on 8 December, retired from 
    the race).  
5: C E Howell and G H Fraser, 4 December 1919 (crashed on 9 December while flying over St George’s 
    Bay, Corfu. Both lost their lives).  
6: R J Parer and J C McIntosh, 8 January 1920 (reached Australia on 2 August 1920 and were the only 
    other participants to complete the race).  
 
      Although not part of the race, Monsieurs Etienne Poulet and Jean Benoist also attempted to fly to 
Australia, leaving Paris on 14 October 1919. They were overtaken by Ross Smith at Akyab, Burma, 
and their flight was abandoned at Moulmein, Burma. They also carried some mails, which are now rare 
aero philatelic documents (Fig 5).  
 

     
 
      For the England-Australia flight, Ross Smith and 
his co-pilot, Keith Smith, used a converted Vickers 
Vimy bomber (Fig 6). As Ross would have been 
aware, there were major RAF aircraft stations at 
Karachi and at the RAF Headquarters in Delhi. With 
this in mind, and given his previous experience from 
the survey flight, Ross Smith divided his flight into four 
sections:  
1. London to Cairo  
2. Cairo to Calcutta  
3. Calcutta to Singapore  
4. Singapore to Australia  
 

Fig. 5. One of the few covers carried by Poulet from 
Bandar Abbas to Karachi during his Paris-Australia 
attempt. It bears two different special cachets used 
on mail for the flight (Reduced) 

 

Fig. 6. Vickers Vimy aircraft used by Captain Ross 
and his crew for the England-Australia flight 
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      The experience gained in 1918 when establishing the route to India was invaluable to Ross Smith 
as he was already familiar with parts 1 and 2 and his planned route. They just had to work on the third 
and fourth legs of their  flight. This gave Ross a major advantage over the other competitors in the 
race, who had little or no experience of flying any part of their routes. 
 
      When we see the log of the Smith’s flight (Table 1) and compare with the others we  find that how 
much preparation the winning crew had done. They never faced technical difficulties with the aircraft 
and except for weather conditions they maintained smooth flight. 
 
 

 

Table 1 : The complete log of the Ross smith flight 

 

Date Time Departure Arrival Time spent Noting 
12.11.1919 9 a.m. Hounslow Lyons 6 Hours Foggy weather. Snow storm 
13.11.1919 10 a.m. Lyons Pisa 6 Hours Stay there due to water logging at airport 
14.11.1919  Stay at Pisa    
15.11.1919  Pisa Rome  Squally weather 
16.11.1919 9 a.m. Rome Suda Bay via 

Toranto 
 Flown at a height of 500 feet above ground 

due to bad weather 
17.11.1919 9.15 a.m. Taranto Canea  Rough - flying weather 
18.11.1919 8.12 a.m. Canea Cairo   
19.11.1919 10.30 a.m. Cairo Damascus  Bad weather 
20.11.1919  Damascus Ramadie  Aircraft hailed down by 50 men of 10th 

Indian Lancers 
21.11.1919 1.15 p.m. Ramdie Basrah   
22.11.1919  Stay at Basrah   Engine tuning & cleaning 
23.11.1919 6.35 a.m. Basrah Bundar Abbas 

same day 
  

24.11.1919  Stay at Bundar 
Abbas 

   

25.11.1919 Morning Bundar Abbas Karachi  Total 60 flying hours from Hounslow to 
Karachi 

26.11.1919  Karachi Delhi   
27.11.1919  Delhi Allahabad   
28.11.1919 8.30 a.m. Allahabad Calcutta  Guest of Viceroy Lord Ronaldshay 
29.11.1919 8.20 a.m. Calcutta Akyab   
30.11.1919 7.30 a.m. Akyab Rangoon  Met the French aviator Poulet 
01.12.1919 6.45 a.m. Rangoon Bangkok Via 

Moulmein 
6 hours 15 min. Heavy rain encountered 

 
02.12.1919 7.45 a.m. Bangkok Sengora 7 hours Heavy rain encountered 
03.12.1919  Stay at Sengora    
04.12.1919 10 a.m. Sengora Singapore 7 hours Bad weather 
05.12.1919  Stay at Singapore    
06.12.1919  Singapore Bandoeng   
07.12.1919 7.30 a.m. Bandoeng Java  Plane stuck in mud, the villagers helped 

with Bamboo Roof from huts to use as 
temporary runway. 

08.12.1919 11.55 a.m. Java Bima   
09.12.1919 9.45 a.m. Bima Timor   
10.12.1919 8.35 a.m. Timor Arrived Darwin 

at 3.40p.m. 
 Over flew HMAS Sydney at Midway point 

 
 

      The total distance covered was 11,340 miles and 340 flying hours in 27 days, 21 hours – 51 hours 
before the 30-day timeframe given. Figure 7 shows a hand-written note signed by James Bennett, who 
served as mechanic on the Vimy, giving details of the winning flight.  
 
      Smith continued their flight to Melbourne where they arrived on 25 February 1920. He and Keith 
Smith were knighted for this feat.  
 
      When the Vimy finally arrived at Melbourne, the aviators handed over the mails. A blue vignette 
label produced by the Australian Government (Fig 8) was affixed on all the mails received and an oval 
date stamp was applied for authenticity. The mails were then despatched in an official envelope of the 
Prime Minister’s department to the addressee. I have not seen any example of the covering envelope.  
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The mails  
 
      Mail was put on Smith’s aeroplane before its departure from England (Fig 9), with more loaded 
along the route. Mail loaded at the intermediate stops along the route are rare (Fig 10 and Fig 11), and 
those delivered at intermediate stops are rarer still (Fig 12). Thus, mails with an India connection have 
a special significance. So far, I have been recorded the following mails with India connection (Table 2).  
 

    
 

Fig. 7. A hand-written note, dated 7 March 
1920, signed by James Bennett, one of Ross 
Smith’s mechanics, which gives details of the 
winning flight: ‘Left England 9a.m. 12.11.19 / 
Landed Pt Darwin 3.30. 10.12.19 / Total 
distance 11,150 miles / Total Travelling time 
spent in air. / 135 hours’ Fig 7 A hand-written 
note, dated 7 March 1920, signed by James 
Bennett, one of Ross Smith’s mechanics, 
which gives details of the winning flight: ‘Left 
England 9a.m. 12.11.19 / Landed Pt Darwin 
3.30. 10.12.19 / Total distance 11,150 miles / 
Total Travelling 

 

Fig. 8. The blue vignette label that was attached to all 
mails delivered to Melbourne 

 

Fig. 9. A cover flown from Honslow London to 
Australia. This is only cover recorded showing a 
boxed ‘Calcutta G.P.O.’ handstamp on the face. 
The reverse features a Calcutta c.d.s. dated 27 
November and the signature of mechanic James 
Bennett 
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Table 2 : Mails on the England-Australia  flight with an India connection 
 

1 London– Delhi 1  1  

2 Bandar Abbas–Karachi 4 (correcting my own record) 

3 Calcutta–Australia 2  

4 Calcutta–Timor (New Zealand) 1  

5 Delhi–Australia 1  

6 Rangoon– Australia 2 Covers bearing George V 1½d. stamps of India 

7 Bandar Abbas– Australia 1 Used Indian stamps to pay postage. 

8 Cover bearing stamps of ten countries along the route, 
including that of India 

1 
 

 

9 Baghdad–Australia 1 This is an India Field Service Card written by 
a solider to his mother 

10 Cover to Tasmania 
 

1 Enclosed was an India George V postal stationary 
Envelope. Presently in British 
museum, London 

 

                                             
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 10. A cover to Australia picked up at Bandar 
Abbas with Vignette and cachet applied at 
Melbourne. Very few covers are recorded with Indian 
stamp from Persian Gulf. a (very faint) ‘PER/ 
VICKERS “VIMY” AEROPLANE/TO AUSTRALIA’ 
cachet was applied to the front (arrowed). The 
reverse carries a request to have the cover returned 
to Bandar Abbas (Reduced) 

 

Fig.11. The only recorded example of Indian mail addressed to New Zealand. It was picked up at Calcutta by 
Smith and flown as far as Australia and then by surface mail to New Zealand. It bears the ‘First Aerial Post’ 
label and the oval cachet which were applied on arrival in Australia (Reduced) 
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Therefore, from above data we can analyse:  
• Mail to India: 5  
• Mail from India: 7  
• Mail with Indian adhesive stamps: 9  
 
      On the same day that Ross Smith arrived in Australia at the end of their historic flight from England, 
the British Civil Ministry set out its plan for the development of an Empire air route network to Australia. 
 
Bibliography  
1. The Ross Smith England – Australia Flight A Postal History, Col. Leonard H Smith Jr, N. H. Smith.  
2. Indian Airways, Stephen H Smith, S M Bose.  
3. The Mungavin Archive of the Pioneer Flights between Europe and the East, Stan Wheatcroft, S Wheatcroft. 
4. Indian Airmails Development & Operations 1911- 1942, Pradip Jain, Philatelia.  
5. The Australian Air Mail Catalogue, edited by Nelson Eustis, Hawthorn Press. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Fig. 12. A cover sent from Bandar 
Abbas to Karachi on 24 November 
1919, one of the rare examples of mail 
delivered along the route to Australia. 
As the letter was delivered at Karachi it 
does not bear the special vignette and 
oval cancel given to mail arriving at 
Melbourne (Reduced) 
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Inhabited Bridges 
by Ilyas Patel 

 

      Unprecedented and unbelievable! Peter of Colechurch, the Chaplain of St. Mary could have never 
imagined that the bridge he built across the Thames will become a role model for bridges to be built in 
medieval Europe for next few centuries and set a new trend in history of bridge building. Came up in 
1209, the Old London Bridge became the first stone bridge and solid connection across the Thames 
for which Peter of Colechurch received generous donations from all quarters of the society to build it. 
It was such a popular bridge that buildings and warehouses were soon erected on it. It became so 
fashionable location that the young nobleman of Queen Elizabeth’s household in a curious four-story 
timber building imported piece by piece from the Netherlands, called the “Nonesuch House”. With 
houses and shops, the Old London Bridge became the first “Inhabited Bridge” of the world. To manage 
these residential and commercial properties a special authority “Bridge House Authority” had to be 
established in 1230. It is still functioning and managing few bridges in City of London. 
 
      Inhabited Bridge also known as Living Bridge is the outcome of Medieval Europe which was 
constantly under feudatory wars. To prevent their city or town they often fortified also known as “Walled 
City”. Once fortified, land for accommodation became limited and costly within the walled city. This 
compelled to look for other source of occupation of land and bridge became the first target. To have 
an accommodation, firm footing was necessary and bridge piers were the best answer. The inhabitation 
of bridge had two purposes; first to have income from rent for its continuous repair and maintenance 
and the other, best use of scarce land within the walled city. During those days water mill was also a 
common source of power, bridge with water mill also became common in Europe with France alone 
boasting some 35 bridges with buildings on them. 

Old London Bridge, London, UK  

      The Old London Bridge was first built around 80 C.E., and since then 

it has been built, destroyed and rebuilt many times. The construction of 

the nineteen variable span arch bridge was started in 1176 by Peter of 

Colechurch, the chaplain of St. Mary’s and completed in 1209. King John 

granted licenses to build houses on the bridge to recoup the cost of 

building and maintenance.  The new bridge had overhanging buildings 

extending along both sides of the roadway, a chapel on the centre pier 

and a drawbridge for defence purposes. The rent paid by the occupants 

of those houses was used for the upkeep of the bridge. After the Great 

Fire of 1666, homes on the bridge were rebuilt into modern block homes 

with roof gardens. But by 1763, all of the houses were demolished. From 

1209 to 1750 (when Westminster Bridge was built) it was London’s only thoroughfare across the 

Thames. The bridge was replaced and removed by building New London Bridge in 1831 just upstream 

of the original bridge site. The new bridge had no dwellings. 

Bridge House, Cumbria, UK 

      This quaint two-room house in Cumbria, UK was built 

in the 16th century as an apple store for the nearby orchard. 

It’s said that the owners built it over Stock Ghyll to avoid 

paying land tax for it. Over the centuries, it’s been used as 

a residence (a family with six children once lived there), a 

gift shop, a weaver’s workshop, and an information centre. 

Today, it’s a cozy National Trust Shop. 

 
 

Old London Bridge – View 
from Borough of Southwark- 

UK Postage stamp 

 

http://www.oldlondonbridge.com/index.shtml
http://www.visitcumbria.com/amb/bridghse.htm
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Pulteney Bridge 

   
UK 1966 postmark and stamp 

      And what a coincidence it was! It began with Old London Bridge in UK in 1209 and the Pulteney 

Bridge across river Avon in Bath, UK is considered to be the last habitable bridge built in UK. It was 

constructed in 1773 and the architect, Robert Adam, was influenced by both Ponte di Rialto and Ponte 

Vecchio. The Pulteney Bridge was commissioned by William Johnstone, a wealthy Scottish lawyer and 

Member of Parliament, who inherited a substantial fortune and estate close to Bath by his marriage to 

Frances Pulteney, after whom the bridge is named. Over the years, the bridge was severely damaged, 

rebuilt, and damaged some more, but in the 20th century the bridge was restored to its original glory. 

In 2009, an initiative was put forward to ban vehicles from the historic bridge to further preserve it. 

Krämerbrücke, Erfurt, Germany 

 
Germany 1990 stamp booklet 

      Krämerbrücke, in the German town of Erfurt, a capital city of Thuringia, is a bridge that has been 

inhabited continuously for some five centuries. This 15th century bridge is covered with dwellings and 

unique in Europe north of the Alps. It is Erfurt’s main landmarks and is the longest series of inhabited 

buildings on any bridge in Europe. Even before it was covered in houses, it was used as a footbridge 

and a trading place for grocers. Today, nearly all of the buildings on the bridge are municipal property 

and used for retail space for art, handicrafts and souvenir shops. It is also known as Monger’s bridge 

or Merchant’s Bridge. It has been repaired and reinforced in modern times so that it can now support 

the weight of cars. The footbridge spans the Breitstrom, a branch of Gera River, connecting 

Benediktsplatz and Wenigemarket. Completed in 1510, this bridge originally housed 62 buildings. 

Today, only 32 houses have remained being the highest number of buildings on any inhabited bridge 

http://www.buildinghistory.org/bath/georgian/pulteney-bridge.shtml
http://www.buildinghistory.org/bath/georgian/pulteney-bridge.shtml
http://weburbanist.com/category/technology/vehicles-mods/?lc=int_mb_1001
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kr%C3%A4merbr%C3%BCcke
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in Europe hosted by local artisan and antique shops. Thus, its original name “The Merchant’s Bridge” 

still lives on even though its landscape has slightly changed.  

Obere Bridge, Bamberg, Germany 

        
                     Germany 2006 postmark                                               Stamp of Japan 

      Bamberg a town in Bavaria, Germany, is listed in UNESCO world heritage site for its medieval 

township. It is famous for its Obere Bridge built on river Obere in 1455. Halfway across this bridge, on 

an island, City Town Hall was built (rebuilt during 1744-1756). 

Old Nahe Bridge, Bad Kreuznach, Germany 

 
Germany 1934 postal stationary 

      This stone bridge was built around 1300 and houses were built around 1480 due to shortage of 

land. The bridge is spanning the Nahe River and a neighbouring canal called the Muhlenteich in Bad 

Kreuznach in western Germany. The bridge provided an important connection on the road from Mainz 

to Trier, and formed a part of the town fortification. The half-timbered buildings created on piers of this 

bridge that connects old and new town. These houses are an architectural gem and one of the 

landmarks of Bad Kreuznach. Wooden struts support the overhanging sections of the houses, leaving 

them almost impervious to floodwaters. The section which spans the Muhlenteich supports four old 
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buildings. The other section, which spanned the Nahe River was blown up by German troops during 

the WWII to hinder the approach of American forces. 

Hospital of the Holy Spirit (Heilig-Geist-Spital), Nurnberg, Germany 

   
                       Germany 1929 postal stationary                                photo image for clear view 

      The Heilig-Geist-Spital (English: Holy Spirit Hospital) in Nuremberg was the largest hospital in the 

former Free Imperial City of Nuremberg. It was used as a hospital and nursing home. The Hospital of 

the Holy Spirit was established in 1332–39 by Konrad Gross, a wealthy patrician, for the care for the 

elderly and needy. It was the largest private endowment in the Holy Roman Empire up to 1500. After 

1500 the building complex was extended over the river Pegnitz according to plans by Hans Beheim 

the Elder. Two structures along the southern arm of the river and the north wall of the former hospital 

church with its polygonal ridge-turret (Hans Sachs Platz) survive. The hospital was partly built over 

the Pegnitz River.  

      Its chapel was also the depository of the Imperial Regalia, the crown jewels of the Holy Roman 

Empire, between 1424 and 1796. The regalia, among them the Holy Lance, were shown to believers 

once a year in a so-called Heiltumsweisung (worship show) on the fourteenth day after Good Friday. 

For coronations they were brought to Frankfurt Cathedral. It now serves as a restaurant and senior 

home. 

Ponte Vecchio (Old Bridge), Florence, Italy 

      
                                         Italy 2002 stamp booklet                                            Stamp of Sierra Leone 

      Literally translated to “old bridge,” Ponte Vecchio spanning the river Arno in Florence has an 

incredibly rich history stretching all the way back to the Roman era. It was first built in Roman times 

with stone piers and wooden superstructure. It was destroyed in flood of 1177 – rebuilt and again 

destroyed by flood of 1333. The current bridge is a medieval stone, closed-spandrel segmental arch 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuremberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Imperial_City_of_Nuremberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pegnitz_(river)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Regalia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Lance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Friday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_Cathedral
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and is one of the few in the area that still feature shops built along the top built in 1345 by Taddeo 

Gaddi. The buildings on top of the Ponte Vecchio have always been dedicated to merchants, and they 

are still occupied by shops today: mostly art dealers, jewelers and souvenir shops. The bridge was 

famously spared in WWII following a direct order from Hitler, despite all other bridges in Florence being 

destroyed.  

      Initially, the shops on the bridge were rented out to butchers, fishmongers and tanners. But these 

merchants produced so much garbage and foul stench that in 1593, the Duke Ferdinando de Medici 

decided to replace them with goldsmiths. Today shops are selling a wide assortment of jewelry of all 

range i.e. from affordable to antiques.   

Ponte di Rialto, Venice, Italy 

 
Italy 2007 maxim card 

      Another Italian treasure, the Ponte di Rialto (Rialto Bridge) spans the Grand Canal in Venice and 

is home to numerous shops. After many collapses and fires, the bridge was rebuilt entirely in stone in 

1589-1591 by Antonio da Ponte (1512-1597). This single-span, double-inclined bridge is 23 m wide 

has a central roadway down the middle, shops on both sides and two small paths on the outside, next 

to the parapets. The bridge has stood the test of time, however, and is one of the most popular tourist 

attractions in Venice. 

Pont Notre Dame, France 

 
France 1970 maxim card 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rialto_Bridge
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      Said to be the oldest bridge in Paris, the Pont Notre Dame has actually been destroyed and rebuilt 

in the same location many times. Although it is today a rather plain bridge, it was once lined with 60 

grand houses. Charles VI of France ordered the bridge rebuilt in 1412 after it was destroyed by floods 

in 1406. Following a seven-year construction period, the wooden bridge and its houses, 30 on each 

side, were finished. They stood grandly until 1499 when the entire bridge collapsed, probably due to 

the weight of the houses and lack of necessary repairs to the bridge itself. Not to be daunted by the 

failure of the previous structure, Paris rebuilt the bridge – this time of stone – and the houses atop it. 

The new bridge and its homes were completed in 1507 and remained until the last of the houses was 

demolished in 1788, both for sanitary reasons and to preserve the stability of the bridge itself. 

Covered Bridge, Lovech, Bulgaria 

      The Covered Bridge in the town of Lovech, Bulgaria also known as Osam Bridge. The bridge 
crosses the Osam River, connecting the old (Varоsha) and new town parts of Lovech, being possibly 
the most recognisable symbol of the town. The bridge is one of the few remaining in Europe that have 
shops on them. 

      After the bridge that then served the town was almost completely destroyed by a flood in 1872, the 
local police chief ordered the famous Bulgarian master builder Kolyu Ficheto to construct a new one. 
Ficheto personally chose the material for the wooden bridge. Each citizen of Lovech contributed to the 
building process, the poorer ones working themselves and the wealthier donating money and paying 
other workers. Building finished in 1874. The bridge was decorated by four sculpture figures, a lion, a 
two-headed eagle, female bust, and a stick with a mace. The lion figure can be found on the bridge 
today.  

 
Bulgaria 1985 postal stationary - envelope 

      The initial bridge had a length of 84 m and 6 vents and accommodated 64 shops. It was, however, 
wholly destroyed by fire on the night of 2 to 3 August 1925. A more modern bridge was constructed at 
its place in 1931 only to be replaced by a reconstruction of Kolyu Ficheto's design in 1981–82. The 
current bridge is 106 m long and has 14 shops, the architect being Zlatev. 

References: 

 (i) Patel Ilyas A. – Bridges through Philately –unpublished manuscript. 
(ii) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heilig-Geist-Spital 
(iii) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Covered_Bridge,_Lovech 
(iv) http://www.theworldgeography.com/2012/10/7-amazing-inhabited-bridges.html 
(v) https://www.amusingplanet.com/2016/05/shopping-over-water-bridges-that-carry.html 
 
Acknowledgment: This philatelic article is prepared with no commercial motive. Just to spread knowledge of 
philately only. All philatelic images are from author’s personal collection. All photo images are taken from their 
respective articles for illustration purpose only with due credit to their respective photographers. The author 
thankfully acknowledges all sources of informatio 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pont_Notre-Dame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lovech
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osam_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_chief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kolyu_Ficheto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heilig-Geist-Spital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Covered_Bridge,_Lovech
http://www.theworldgeography.com/2012/10/7-amazing-inhabited-bridges.html
https://www.amusingplanet.com/2016/05/shopping-over-water-bridges-that-carry.html
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Cellular Jail, Port Blair – A Philatelic Tribute 
by Dr. M.K. Sudhakar, MD 

 
 

 

Introduction 
 

      Cellular Jail at Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands also known as Kala Pani (Black Water) or 
Bastille of India was a colonial penal settlement which is presently revered as a National Memorial 
Monument.  
 

 
 

(A commemorative postage stamp on National Memorial - Cellular Jail, Port Blair was issued by India Post on 
December 30,1997, 53rd anniversary of Netaji’s visit to the Cellular Jail and 50th year of Indian Independence.  
The tricolored postage stamp in the denomination of 200p features an aerial view of the central clock tower 
and three wings of the jail, the tricolored first day cover and the pictorial cancellation features the main gate. 

The first day cover is cancelled at Port Blair) 
 

Origin 
 

      Cellular Jail was conceived in 1890 by Charles James Lyall, Secretary of Home, British India who 
described it as a place of exclusion and isolation with a more broadly constituted remote penal space. 
     
      The construction of jail commenced on September 13, 1896 through a Settlement Order No.423 
and was completed on March 10, 1906.  
 

      The cellular jail was built predominantly by utilizing native labourers and convicts.   
 

 
 

(A special cover was issued by India Post on March 09, 2006 to commemorate the centenary celebrations of 
Cellular Jail, Port Blair, the cover features the main entrance, the permanent pictorial cancellation features an 

aerial view of the central clock tower and three wings of the jail) 
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Location 
  
      The Cellular Jail is located at Atlanta Point, Port Blair, South Andaman Islands, Union Territory of 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.  
 

Administration  
 

      The Cellular jail was under the administrative purview of the Chief Commissioner of Andaman & 
Nicobar during British Administration (1906 to 1942) and was headed by a Chief Jailor who was 
assisted by Deputy Jailors, Wardens and Sentries. 
 

      The Jail was converted to Prisoners of War Camp during the Japanese occupation (1942 - 1945) 
and British Administration (1945 - 1947).  The Cellular Jail is under the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
Administration since 1947. 
 

         
 

 

Design 
  
      The Cellular Jail is a massive three storied puce coloured structure shaped like a starfish with seven 
wings radiating from a central clock tower like spokes of wheel. A section of four wings of jail were 
destroyed during the massive earthquake of 1942. 
 

      The design is based on Jeremy Bentham concept of Panopticon.  
 

      The jail had 696 isolated cells hence named Cellular Jail. Each cell measures 13.5 feet x 7 feet, is 
fitted with a 3 feet x 1 feet ventilator and sealed with an iron door. The cells had no lights or toilets. 
 

 
 

(A special flight cover was issued by India Post during ANPEX 2004 to commemorate the first flight of Airbus A 
320 from Port Blair to Chennai on March 28, 2004. The special cover features the aircraft flying over the 

pristine beachside and the pictorial cancellation features an aerial view of the  
central clock tower and three wings of the jail) 

(A Meghdoot Post Card issued in 
2005 by India Post with 
sponsorship from Directorate of 
Information, Publicity and 
Tourism, Andaman and Nicobar 
Administration features an inside 
view of the three storied puce 
coloured Cellular Jail, Port Blair) 
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(A special cover was issued by India Post on November 01, 2004 to commemorate the inauguration of 
Philatelic Bureau at Head Post Office, Port Blair, 744101, A& N Islands and introduction of permanent pictorial 

cancellation. The special cover features an islet near Katchal island, A&N Islands. The first and the present 
versions of permanent pictorial cancellation features an aerial view of the 

 central clock tower and three wings of the jail) 
 

      The front side of one row of cells in the wing faced the backside of the row of cells in the wing in 
front of it. The central tower with a turret had a large bell.  

 

      The cellular jail was built with 20000 cubic feet of local stone and 3000 000 bricks. The construction 
materials were sourced from Burma, the iron gates, chain and locks from England.   

 

      The jail had an administrative block, gallows, hospital, and a kitchen.  
 

      An estimated 80000 prisoners which included several independence activists, dissidents, 
mutineers and revolutionaries from all over the Indian subcontinent were incarcerated, the famous 
among them were the Savarkar brothers – Ganesh Damodar Savarkar and Vinayak Damodar Savarkar 
and Dr. Gaya Prasad Katiyar.  

 

 
 

(A commemorative postage stamp was issued by India Post on May 28, 1970 to celebrate the 87th birth 
anniversary of Vinyak Damodar Savarkar. The brown-coloured postage stamp in the denomination of  

20p features a portrait of the freedom fighter with the central clock tower and wings of the 
 cellular jail in the background. The folder is cancelled at Port Blair.) 
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(A special cover was issued by Delhi Postal Circle, India Post on December 26, 2016 to commemorate 
freedom fighter and revolutionary Dr.Gaya Prasad Katiyar . An active member of Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Association, he was incarcerated at Cellular Jail for conspiring along with Bhagat Singh,  
Chandra Sekhar Azad, Rajguru, Sukhdev against the British Raj during the independence struggle) 

 

      The inmates were placed in solitary confinement under unhygienic conditions and served with 
substandard food.  
 

      The inmates were chained, clothed in rags and subjected to hard manual labour like coconut 
pounding and oil milling. The defiant inmates were either flogged or hanged. 
 

      The inmates resorted to a series of hunger strikes (1932 – 1937) to highlight the inhuman and 
barbaric treatment meted to them by the tyrannical jailor David Barrie.  

 

      Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi intervened and concluded a pact with then 
Viceroy of India, Lord Linlithgow under which the prisoners were repatriated to their respective states 
and the jail was ordered closed in January 1938.  
 

      Netaji Subash Chandra Bose camped at Andaman and Nicobar Islands for 3 days when the territory 
was occupied by the Japanese military forces during World War II. He hoisted the tricolour national 
flag on December 30, 1944 at Gymkhana Grounds of Andaman Club, Port Blair, the first on Indian soil. 
He immediately visited Cellular Jail and offered glorious tributes to the numerous revolutionaries who 
were incarcerated previously, he compared the opening of the gates of Cellular Jail to the liberation of 
the Bastille. 
 

 
 

(A special cover was issued by India Post during ANPEX 2004 on October 02, 2004 to commemorate Gandhi 
Jayanthi and 150 years of India Post.  The special cover features an aerial view of the central clock tower, 

three wings of the jail, statute of Mahatma Gandhi along with his telegram message 
 to the prisoners of Cellular jail on hunger strike) 
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(A set of three commemorative postage stamps to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the first flag hoisting at 
Port Blair were issued by India Post on December 30,2018.  The 1200p stamp features an aerial view of the 

central clock tower and wings of the Cellular Jail, the 2200p stamp features Netaji inspecting the guard of 
honour by the soldiers of Indian National Army and the 4100p stamp features Netaji saluting the national flag.  

The first day cover features the Gymkhana Grounds at Andaman Club and is cancelled from Port Blair) 
 

Recognition  
 

      Cellular Jail was declared as National Memorial on February 11, 1979 by Sri. Moraji Desai, then 
Prime Minister of India on the initiative of The Ex-Andaman Political Prisoners Fraternity Circle.   
 

      The memorial has a museum, photo gallery, library, and sound and light show.  
 

      The jail has a martyr’s column and an eternal flame of Swatantra Jyothi in memory of all the freedom 
activists and martyrs.   
 

             
 

(A special cover issued 
by India Post on 
February 23,1985 during 
ANIPEX 1985Port Blair. 
The cover features 
Netaji Subash Chandra 
Bose inspecting the 
premises of Cellular Jail 
along with officers of the 
Indian National Army.) 

 

(A special cover was issued 
by India Post on February 11, 
1979 to commemorate the 
dedication of Cellular Jail as 
National Memorial by Sri. 
Moraji Desai, then Prime 
Minister of India.)  The special 
cover and pictorial 
cancellation feature an aerial 
view of the star fish shaped 
jail with its central clock tower 
and seven wings 
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The 1948 Air-India International Postage Stamp Issue 
by Piyush Khaitan 

 
A set of directives governing proper use of this stamp were issued, but not always strictly followed.  

A study of some interesting covers using this stamp.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Already impoverished as a result of forced contributions to the War effort, a newly independent India was struggling 
with the horrors of the greatest mass migration in history caused by the partition. The formation of Air-India International 
was a source of national pride and celebration, ushering in the promise of a new era of modernity and global acceptance. 
A Lockheed Constellation L-749 aircraft, The Malabar Princess (VT-CQP) flew for the first time from Bombay to London via 
Cairo & Geneva on 8th June 1948 and a commemorative postage stamp was issued on this occasion. 
 

 
Indian Civil Aviation, Tata and Air-India International. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Malabar Princess (VT-CQP)1 

 
      The need to connect the British empire by air was felt as early as 1921. By March 1929, Imperial Airways launched the 
first London-Karachi Air Service. Eastward extension from Karachi to Delhi was provided, first by the Indian State Air 
Services from November 1929 through December 1931, and the Delhi Flying Club from January 1932 through July 1933, 
and then Indian Trans-Continental Airways took over the route and extended it to Calcutta (July 1933), Rangoon (October 
1933) and Singapore (December 1933). From April 1934, Qantas linked up at Singapore and extended the service all the 
way to Australia. 
 
      Tata, already an established business house by the 1930s, won the contract for the Southward extension in 1932.  The 
Aviation Division of Tata Sons was set up and the Karachi – Madras service started in October 1932. This was followed by 
vigorous route expansion across the country by Tata over the next few years. The airline was incorporated as Tata Airlines 
Ltd. and changed its name to Air India Ltd. in 1946. Shortly after independence in August 1947, Mr. Tata wrote to prime 
minister Nehru about the need to establish a national carrier for overseas connectivity. Air-India International was thus 
formed as the first Public-Private Partnership in March 1948 and commercial operations started with this flight on 8th June 
1948. 
 

 
The postage stamp issue and the special directions 

 
      Independent India issued her first set of postage stamps 21 Nov & 15 Dec 1947, a set of three values (1½ A, 3½ A and 
12 A). The second issue itself was the AIR-INDIA INTERNATIONAL postage stamp again with a12 A value, on the occasion 
of the First Flight on 8 June 1948. The Mahatma Gandhi ‘mourning issue’ of 4 value stamps (1½ A, 3½ A, 12 A, and Rs. 
10) was issued next on 15 August 1948. 
 
      This stamp issue was unprecedented in Global Postal History, and special provisions around sale, usage and handling 
of mail with this postage stamp affixed were described in the Director General’s Circular and Postal Notices issued dated 
12 & 25 May 1948. Some of the important provisions were permitting the sale of stamps only between 29 May and 8 June, 
but restricting the use of the stamp as valid for use on a single day and on a single flight only – the 8th June 1948 Air-India 
International flight from Bombay to London with halts at Cairo and Geneva; Post offices were permitted to sell stamps and 
receive mail, but not to cancel or date stamp the mail. Bombay G.P.O. was to consolidate all mail and apply the 
commemorative cachet; A Souvenir cover and Return to Sender service was made available as a courtesy, free of cost, to 
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those who bought the stamp. These provisions were unique in world philately, and thus this was the only stamp issue valid 
for use on a single flight, and that too only on mail carried on a single flight. 
 
      These stamps were issued in sheets of 160 (8 cols x 20 rows), and about 3,500 sheets were printed with Multiple Star 
watermark. It is not known how many stamps were sold before sale was stopped on 8th June 1948, and also how many 
covers were actually carried on the flight. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postal Notices of 12th May2 & 25th May, and DG’s circular of 12th May. 

 
      The 12 A value stamp features the Lockheed Constellation L-749 and the legend ‘AIR-INDIA INTERNATIONAL / FIRST 
FLIGHT 8TH JUNE 1948 / INDIA POSTAGE / 12As.’ Approximately 3,500 sheets with 160 stamps each (8 cols x 20 rows) 
were printed, and there was much demand throughout the country. 

 
 

Indian Postal Rates from Independence (15th August 1947) for the relevant period3 
 
 

2.1 International Surface Postage Rates: 

1.Letters 

until 30th November 1950 3½ A for the first oz, and 2 A for 
every additional oz.       
 

from 1st December 1950 until 31st March 1957 
 

4 A for the first oz, and 2½ A for 
every additional oz. 
 

 
 

2.2 International Airmail Postage Rates, inclusive of Airmail 
fees per ½ oz or fraction thereof: 

1 Egypt 10 A 

2 Great Britain 12 A 

3 Switzerland 14 A 

 
 

2.3 Registration Fees: 

from 1st April 1948 until 30th April 1951 4 A per article  

from 1st May 1951 until 31st March 1953 4½ A per article  

 
 

UPU rules for calculation of postage dues 
 
      In as simple terms as possible, twice the deficiency in postage was first converted into UPU cents at the rate of the 
International Surface Postage Rate (see table 2.1 above) = 25 cents, and one more time converted into the currency of the 
destination postal jurisdiction the same way.  
 

 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.61/March 2021 27 

Scope of this article 
 
      This article features mail originating from India that bears this stamp and examples of different kinds of usage which 
were not originally intended to be permitted. You will see here how postal authorities sometimes did not, out of kindness or 
ignorance, follow the postal rules, and also examples of correct portal treatment of incorrect usage. 
 
Not postally carried, but cancelled locally 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

figure 1 
 
figure 1 - Cover with the 12 A Air-India International stamp and cancelled with a circular NEW DELHI / 29 MAY 48 
cancellation. This is a first day of issue cancellation, and there is no evidence that this cover was postally carried. Hence it 
could just be a favour cancellation at the post office window. This goes against the departmental rules disallowing post 
offices from cancelling the stamp locally, and asking for all mail to be sent to G.P.O. Bombay (Mumbai). 
 
Deviation: Should not have been cancelled locally as a favour cancellation. These stamps were meant to be cancelled by 
Bombay G.P.O. only. 
 
Mailed and postally carried before the flight 
 
      While the postal instructions were clear about how post offices should treat mail with this stamp, and intended for this 
flight, they were silent on how registered mail should be treated. This caused an interesting mix of results as we shall see 
from the next two covers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
               figure 2 
 

figure 2 - Air-India International Souvenir cover with 2 x 12 A Air-India International stamp being sent by registered post 
from Cawnpore (Kanpur) to Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. Cancelled CAWNPORE / 29 MAY 48, it bears a rare first day of 
issue cancellation. The reverse has two clear postal marks. The first is a transit mark, MONTREAL / CANADA / 5 JUN 48, 
and the second is the arrival mark, HAMILTON / CANADA / JUN 5 48. Both these marks clearly establish that the 29th May 
cancellation at Cawnpore was not a favour cancellation obtained at a later date, because in fact the cover needed to be 
posted in Cawnpore on 29th May in order to reach Canada on 5th June. 
 
Deviation: The stamp was not valid for early postal usage, and the Cawnpore P.O. should have sent the cover to Bombay 
G.P.O. without cancellation and for transmission on the 8th June 1948 Bombay-London flight, and onwards from there to 
Canada. 
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figure 34 
 
figure 3 - The cover is Registered CONNAUGHT PLACE, which is in New Delhi, and franked with a 12 A Air-India 
International stamp and another 2 A in KGVI definitives adding up to 14 A postage, which comprises 4 A registration fees, 
and 10 A airmail rate to Egypt. The cancellation mark is CONNAUGHT PLACE / 3 JUN 48. On the reverse, are two circular 
postal marks applied in Egypt. The first is a faint 7 JU 48 arrival mark, and the other is a ZIFTA / 9 JU 48 delivery mark.  
 
Deviation: Connaught Place P.O. registration label and 29th May 1948 cancellation. The stamp was not valid for early postal 
usage, and the post office should have sent the cover to Bombay G.P.O. without cancellation and for transmission on the 
8th June 1948 Bombay-London flight, and onwards from there to Cairo. 
 
 
Carried on the flight, but stamp cancelled locally prior to date of the flight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
figure 4 

 

figure 4 - Registered cover, with 2 x 12 A stamps issued on 29 May and having the first day cancellation, BOMBAY / AIR 
MAIL / 29 MAY 48. This makes it a First Day Cover. Also visible is the registration label R E 978 / BOMBAY G.P.O. The 
cover also has the First Flight cachet, establishing that is was carried on the first flight on 8 June 1948 as well to London, 
and onward from there to New York. making this cover a very interesting First Day Cover - cum - First Flight Cover. Also 
visible on the reverse is the transit mark at New York dated June 12 1948, and delivery mark at Cathedral Street, New York 
dated June 14, 1948. 
 
Deviation: Stamps should not have been cancelled on 29th May 48 (the first day of issue) but cancelled 8th June 48, the 
date of the flight. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                    figure 5 

figure 5 – Cancelled CHURCHGATE STREET / 
BOMBAY/ 29 MAY 48 30 P.M; This makes it a First 
Day Cover. The cover also has the First Flight cachet, 
establishing that is was carried on the first flight on 8 
June 1948 as well to England, making this cover a 
very interesting First Day Cover - cum - First Flight 
Cover.  

 
Deviation: Churchgate Street P.O. should not have 
cancelled the stamp with the 29 MAY 48 date stamp. 
All the more, given that this was not even a registered 
cover. 
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figure 6 

 
figure 6 - This registered air mail cover is certainly commercial mail; not common on this flight, and the postage stamps are 
cancelled BALLARD ESTATE / BOMBAY, 1 JUN 48 / 5.15 PM. My conclusion is that the cover was first franked with 2 x 8 
A = 16 A KGVI definitives, which was the correct airmail letter rate for registered post to Britain (12 A combined air mail 
letter rate + 4 a registration fee). Perhaps when the sender went to the Ballard Estate post office, he learned of the special 
event, and the postage stamp being issued for it, and then decided to additionally frank the cover with the 12 A Air-India 
International stamp. This too was cancelled by the Ballard Estate P.O. with a similar cancellation, and then the boxed cachet 
was applied at the Bombay G.P.O., located less than a Kilometre away on 8th June, the date of the flight. 
 
Deviation: The 12 A stamp should not have been cancelled by the Ballard Estate Post Office on 1st June 1948. 
 
Understamped covers carried on the flight. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                         
                                          figure 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

                                                                                                              figure 8 

figure 7 - Cover addressed to Bavaria, Germany (American 
Zone). The 12 as. stamp is cancelled with a HYDERABAD 
RESIDENCY / 4 JUN, 1948 / 6.15 A.M. postal cancellation. The 
cover was under stamped by 2 A, and has been taxed. There is 
an T29C endorsement on the front of the cover. 
 

Deviation: 1. Should not have been cancelled locally at 
Hyderabad.  
2. Double the deficiency = 2 x 2 A = 4 A. Converted at 3 ½ A = 
25 UPU cents works out to 4 x 25 / 3 ½ = 28.6, rounded off to 
29 C, which should have again been converted into pfenning 
using the formula 29 x 50/25, or 58 rounded off to 60 pf. 
 

 

figure 8 - Souvenir Cover addressed to Geneva, 
Switzerland franked with the 12 A stamp and flown on the 
flight. 
 
Deviation:  Understamped by 2 A and forgiven. The 
postage rate for Switzerland was 14 A. Hence, it should 
have been taxed applying the formula 2 x 2 A x 25/3½ = 
28.58 UPU cents rounded off to 29 cents and then 
converted into Rappen again using the formula 29 x 
40/25 we get 46.4, rounded off to 50 Rappen. 
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                                          figure 9 

 
Mail for destinations not serviced by this flight. 
 
     Mail was carried on this flight not only for Cairo, Geneva and London, but also for other parts of the world where ordinarily 
air mail from India would be routed from one of these halts. However, mail which would have ordinarily not been routed 
from these stops was not permitted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                              figure 10 

 
Covers mailed to a domestic address. 
 
      Though this stamp issue was meant to me used only on mail on the Bombay-London first flight, we have some examples 
of mail addressed to local destinations., and not flown on the flight to London. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                   
                                        figure 11 
 

figure 9 - Souvenir Cover addressed to Geneva, Switzerland 
franked with the 12 A stamp and flown on the flight. 
Understamped by 2 A, there is a T 29c marking, which is 
overwritten as 50, and Swiss 50 Rappen postage due 
adhesive affixed on the cover, and cancelled at Berne. 
 
Deviation: Double the deficiency = 2x2 A = 4 A. Converted 
at 3 ½ A = 25 UPU cents works out to 4 x 25 / 3 ½ = 28.6, 
rounded off to 29 UPU Cents. Further converted into 
Rappen at the UPU letter rate of 40 Rappen = 25 UPU 
cents, and applying the formula 29 x 40/25 we get 46.4, 
rounded off to 50 which is the amount recovered from the 
recipient. 
 

 

figure 10 - Cover addressed to Melbourne, Australia, and 
sent from Calcutta franked with the 12a. Air-India 
International postage stamp. The reverse has a 
CALCUTTA G.P.O. / 5 JUN 48 cds indicating that it was 
posted in time, but Calcutta postal authorities did not treat 
the stamp as valid postage, perhaps because Melbourne, 
Australia was not exactly en route London. The 12 A stamp 
has been boxed off using a blue pencil, and T50C pencil 
notation made on the front of the cover. 
 
Deviation: Considered invalid use of the postage stamp, the 
letter was sent by surface to Australia. Double deficiency of 
the 3 ½ A rate = 7 A = 7 x 25/3 ½ = 50 UPU cents. This 
should have been converted into 4d in Australia, which is 
twice the 2d surface letter UPU rate. It is not clear from the 
cover whether this amount was recovered. 

 

figure 11 - Souvenir cover with the 12 A postage stamp 
addressed to MUZAFAR NAGAR in India. The stamp is 
cancelled with the souvenir cachet at Bombay on 8 June 
1948, but the cover was then sent to the recipient 
domestically, instead of going on the flight. There is a 
BOMBAY R.M.S. / AIR / 8 JUN 48 and a DELHI AIR / BATCH 
812(?) / 8 JUN 48 transit mark, as well as a 
MUZAFFARNAGAR / 9 JUN cancellation on the reverse 
clearly establishing journey. 
 
Deviation: The souvenir boxed rectangular cancellation 
should not have been applied, and the letter should have 
been sent by surface to Muzaffar Nagar and postage dues of 
1½ A x 2 = 3 A should have been recovered from the recipient. 
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Mail posted too late to be carried on the flight, and marked to be Taxed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
figure 12 

 
figure 12 - Cover sent from Calcutta, and addressed to New York. Franked with 2 x 12 as commemorative stamps issued 
for the inaugural Bombay-London flight. Mail acceptance in Calcutta was open till 5 June only for this flight, but the reverse 
bears a postal mark CALCUTTA G.P.O. / ‘O’ / 8 JUNE 1948 / 12.15 P.M. Stamps have been boxed off, and there is also a 
’T’ (taxe) inked on the front of the cover. While it is clear that the cover did not travel on the first flight, it is open to speculation 
as to whether it flew to New York at all, and if so, by air or by surface, or it was returned to the sender, probably at the 
postal counter itself. 
 
Deviation: If the cover went by air, it should have been taxed first converting the 18 A airmail rate to UPU cents using the 
formula 2 x 18 A x 25/3½ which works out to 257 UPU cents, and again into US cents using the formula 257 x 5/25 = 51.4, 
rounded off to 51 US cents. If however the cover were to go by surface, the deficiency would be calculated using the formula 
2 x 25 = 50 UPU cents, and again into US cents using the formula 50 x 5/25 = 10 US cents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

figure 13 

 
figure 13 - Air-India International Souvenir cover with the 12 as. stamp, this one with a CALCUTTA / 9 JUN 48, cancellation 
clearly visible on the reverse. The postage stamp itself is boxed off in red, and cancelled with a LONDON / 9 JY inverted 
arrival mark quite clearly, and there is a black T handstamp, and a handwritten T 50/c postage due endorsement in red 
visible beside the stamp on the front. These have been obliterated with two strikes of black circular handstamps. Since the 
letter was posted in Calcutta after the 5 June deadline, it was too late to be sent to Bombay and be carried on the 8 June 
inaugural service, and also have the first flight cachet applied there. The Calcutta postal authorities did the right thing in 
treating the cover as unstamped, and still sending it to London with a Postage Due mark. Another unusual aspect is the 
application of the London arrival mark on the stamp itself, which is contrary to normal practice of applying it on the reverse 
of the cover. Interestingly, mail carried on the 8 June flight did not receive any arrival mark in London. Perhaps the postal 
authorities in London did not consider the cover liable to Taxe, and hence applied the cancellation mark on the stamp, and 
obliterated the T 50/c noting. 
 
Deviation: Invalid use of the postage stamp, the letter was sent by surface to England. Double deficiency of the 3 ½ A rate 
= 7 A = 7 x 25/3 ½ = 50 UPU cents should have been Taxed. Which in UK would have been the equivalent of two times the 
foreign surface letter rate of 6d (3d x 2).  
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figure 14 

 
figure 14 - Cover with the 12 A stamp addressed to England. The Postal Department had issued instructions that letters 
intended for the first flight must be posted at designated post offices before 5 June. However, the contents of this letter are 
themselves dated June 8 at Vandiperiyar P.O., Travancore, S. India. This makes it clear that the letter did not fly on the first 
flight. The postal authorities have correctly affixed a boxed rectangular cachet INSUFFICIENTLY STAMPED FOR 
TRANSMISSION BY AIR, and also a round Type 255 T (taxe) cachet. They have also refused to cancel the stamp. The 
stamp has also been defaced with a X mark by pen. 
  
There are two enclosures in the cover, both of philatelic interest. One is the letter which talks about the stamp issue, and 
the other is a newspaper clipping of an advertisement of the first flight.  
 
Deviation: Despite such clear indication of postage due on the cover, one would suppose it travelled by surface to England, 
but there is no evidence of it being Taxed upon delivery. If the letter was sent by surface to England, double deficiency of 
the 3 ½ A rate = 7 A = 7 x 25/3 ½ = 50 UPU cents should have been Taxed. Which in UK would have been the equivalent 
of two times the foreign surface letter rate of 6d (3d x 2).  
 
Mail posted too late to be carried on the flight, and correctly treated by the post office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

figure 15 

 
figure 15 - Cover mailed in Calcutta, and intended for the 8 June inaugural flight from Bombay to London. Posted in Calcutta 
on 7 June 1948, and hence two things happened. Firstly, the cover missed the flight and was flown later. Secondly, the 
postal authorities in Calcutta did not accept the 12 as Air-India International stamp as valid postage, and the sender had to 
affix a KGVI definitive as additional 12 as franking, which was correctly cancelled CALCUTTA G.P.O. / AIR-A / 7 JUN 1948 
/ 2 15 PM. 
 
Deviation: The Air-India International stamp was not valid for later use, and hence not accepted by the post office. The 
sender had to affix another 12 A stamp on the cover. 
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Mail posted too late to be carried on the flight, and incorrectly treated (forgiven) by the post office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

figure 16 

 
figure 16 - Plain brown paper cover with the blue Air Mail etiquette and franked with the correct rate 14 as. Air Mail postage 
rate. Posted from Kumbakonam, S. India and addressed to American Zone, Germany. The postage stamps are not 
cancelled at Kumbakonam, the post office of origin, but rather at Bombay G.P.O. This seems to suggest that the cover was 
intended for the first flight, and hence was sent to the Bombay GPO. However, it seems to have arrived late, and was 
cancelled BOMBAY G.P.O. / 14 JUN 48 and sent on the next weekly service.  
 
Deviation: The 12 A stamp was not valid for later use, and should not have been accepted as valid postage. If sent by air, 
the letter should have been taxed at twice the 12 A postage deficiency (14 A rate – 2 A acceptable value in stamps) 
calculated as 2 x 12 x 25/3½. = 171 UPU cents. Converted at 50 pf = 25 UPU cents converts to 342 pf. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                figure 17 

 
 
Covers mailed much after the date of the first flight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                         figure 18 

 

of any USA arrival marks on the reverse. If it was sent by surface, the deficiency in UPU cents would be 24 A (2 x 12 A) 
calculated at the rate of 3½ A = 25 UPU cents. This works out to 171 UPU cents. Converted into US currency at 5 US cents 
= 25 UPU cents it rounds off to 32 US cents if sent by air and NIL deficiency if sent by surface, since it is franked by 6 A 
valid postage stamps. 

figure 17 - Cover franked with 2 x 12 as. commemorative 
stamps obliterated with BATANAGAR / 8 JUN 48 postal 
cancellation mark, and addressed to Czechoslovakia. 
Obviously missed the flight, and perhaps went on the next 
service a week later. 
 
Deviation: The 12 A stamp was not valid for later use, and 
should not have been accepted aa valid postage. If sent by 
air, the letter should have been taxed at twice the 14 A 
postage deficiency calculated as 2 x 14 x 25/3½. = 200 
UPU cents. Converted at 500 heller = 25 UPU cents 
converts to 4,000 heller. If sent by sea, it would convert as 
2 x 500 = 1,000 heller. 
 

 

figure 18 - Cover mailed and cancelled with a boxed 
slogan cancellation 26 JUN 48 / AHMEDABAD, and 
addressed to Wilmington, Delaware, U.S.A. The cover 
also bears a Type 5-122 T (Taxe) cachet. The 18 as. 
franking is the correct air-mail later for the US, so one 
possible reason for the 'T' could be that the postal 
department decided to ignore the 12 as. value of the 
expired Air-India stamp.  

 
Deviation: The T mark is struck off by pencil, and it is not 
clear whether the cover was carried to the intended 
destination at all, and if so, by air or by surface. There is 
a ‘RS’ endorsement in red on the front (Returned 
ooSection ?) and an absence 
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                                              figure 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

figure 20 

 
figure 20 - Registered cover from Patiala to Birmingham, England franked with 64 A postage, including 5 x 12 A Air-India 
commemorative stamps. Cancelled PATIALA / EXPORT / REG / 10 JLY 50. The Air India stamp was not valid for postal 
use after 8th June 1948, but the Patiala authorities have treated the stamp as valid postage. The franking is for the 5th 
weight stage (2-2 ½ oz) 60 A + Registration Fee 4 A = total 64 A. 
 
Deviation: The post office at Patiala allowed the Air-India International stamp as valid postage thereby forgiving 60 A under-
stamping. The Postage deficiency works out to 2 x 60 A x (3½ A / 3 d) or 2 x 60 x (3½ / 3) = 103 d or 8sh/7d. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

figure 21 
 

figure 21 - Registered airmail letter sent from Calcutta to Copenhagen, Denmark. Franked 16½ A, including the 12 A 
commemorative Air-India International stamp, and is cancelled AMHERST STREET / CALCUTTA / 29 DEC 51.  
 
Deviation: The combined airmail rate to Sweden was 14 A and registration fee was 4½ A, adding up to 18 ½ A. considering 
only 4½ A as valid postage the deficiency of 14 A converts into UPU cents using the formula 2 x 14 A x 25/4 = 175 UPU 
cents. 
 
The surface letter rate in Sweden was 30 ore and so 175 UPU cents would convert using the formula (175 x 30) / 25 = 210 
or 2 kr 30 ore. 

figure 19 - Registered cover with the 12 as. 
commemorative stamp tied with a YATUNG TIBET, 
SILIGURI, 17 OCT 49 postal cancellation, and sent to 
Elizabeth, N.J., USA. There is a NEW YORK / REGIY DIV 
/ 11-30 1949 transit mark and an ELIZABETH N.J. / 
REGISTERED / DEC 1 1949 destination mark on the 
reverse, clearly indicating a 45 day surface journey. 
 
Deviation: The stamp was not valid for postal use in 1949, 
and the postal deficiency is 3½ A Letter Rate + 4 A 
Registration Fee = 7½ A, and at twice the postal 
deficiency, converts into 107 UPU cents (2 x 7½ x 25/3½). 
To further convert into US equivalent we use 25 UPU cents 
= 5 US cents and get 21.4 US cents (107 x 5/25), rounded 
off to 21 US cents. This amount seems to have been 
forgiven. 
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Conclusion 
 
      The 1948 Air-India International 12 A stamp issue is truly a delight for any philatelist, airmail collector or a student postal 
history. Mail carried on this flight has always been an integral part of any Indian Airmail or any Post-independence stamp 
collection. We can now see by this study that mail not carried on this flight can be even more interesting and collectible. 
Since this has been a hitherto neglected subject, I expect many more interesting discoveries to emerge as awareness 
grows. 
 
Disclaimer:  
1. City and country names are used contemporaneously. Hence, Mumbai is written as Bombay, Kolkata as Calcutta, and 
the Czech Republic as Czechoslovakia etc.  
2. Some covers shown here do not carry transit or arrival marks, and some assumptions have been made about their postal 
journey. 
 
Bibliography and sources of information: 
 
Published material: 
5Indian ‘T’ (=Taxe) Stamps by Max Smith, Postage Due Mail Study Group Journal #17, March 2001. 
Indian Postage Rates until 1956 by Jeffrey Brown, India Study Circle, 2000. 
International Postage Rates 1890s – 1957 by Michael Furfie, 2010. 
 
Websites: 
2www.indianphilately.net/postalrates.html 
www.indianairmails.com 
www.airindiacollector.com 
 
Acknowledgement: I am grateful to John Evanich III1, Harsh Gupta (Rudraksha Collection)3 and Gaurav Gupta4 for their 
kind permission to use images of these three items. The remaining items are from my collection.  
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Pudukkottai Portrait Type Non-Judicial Stamp Papers 
by J Dutta, Dr Anjali Dutta & Anup Goyal 

 
      Pudukkottai was a princely state in the Madras Presidency, British India which existed from 1680 to 1948. From 1800 
to 1923, it was one of the five princely states that were under political control of the Government of Madras. From 1923, 
when the Madras States Agency was abolished, till 1948 it was under the political control of the Government of India. 
 
      The kingdom of Pudukkottai was founded in about 1680 as a feudatory of Ramnad and grew with subsequent additions 
from Tanjore, Sivaganga and Ramnad, itself. One of the staunch allies of the British East India Company in 
the Carnatic, Anglo-Mysore and Polygar wars, the kingdom was brought under the Company's protection in 1800 as per 
the system of Subsidiary Alliance. The state was placed under the control of the Madras Presidency from 1800 till October 
1, 1923, when it was brought under the direct control of the Government of India. The princely state covered a total area of 
1,178 square miles (3,050 km2) and had a population of 438,648 in 1941. 
 
      The fiscals of this state were issued by Raja Sir Martanda Bhairava Tondaiman, GCIE (April 15, 1886 – May 28, 1928) 
and Raja Rajagopala Tondaiman (October 28, 1928 – August 15, 1947). 
 
      The Pudukkottai portrait-type non judicial stamp papers (SPs) were introduced in 1921.  
 
      These SPs are interesting as every value is of a different colour.  They were researched by A Koeppel and RD Manners 
(KM) and published in their monumental work Court Fee and Revenue Stamps of the Princely States of India, Volume II – 
The Fiscal Stamp Paper. The present study is on K&M types 45, 50, 60 and 65 which are of the portrait-type non judicial 
SPs and we take it forward from where Koeppel and Manners left off.  
     
KM Type 45:  These are the only portrait type SPs of Raja Sir Martanda Bhairava Tondaiman before the British authorities 
in India forced him to formally give up his claim to the throne of Pudukkottai for marrying Australian socialite Molly Fink. 
 
      These SPs are all on wove paper, issued from 1921 to 1924. The SP has the state name and coat of arms as 
watermark. Fig-1 shows coat of arms of the state.  
 

 
 

Fig-1 
      Values recorded by KM are 4 annas green, 8 annas carmine, 1 rupee violet, 2 ½ rupees indigo, 3 rupees brown and 15 
rupees carmine red.  
 
      We have found a new value 4 rupees yellow. Fig-2  
 

 
Fig-2 
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KM Type 50: Following the abdication of Raja Sir Martanda Bhairava Tondaiman his six-year-old his nephew Raja 
Rajagopala Tondaiman was crowned king. This series bears the portrait of the child king based on the photograph shown 
in Fig-3. 
 

 
Fig-3 

      KM found this series with cancels from 1935 to 1947. They are on wove paper, with watermark PUDUKKOTTAI STATE 
STAMPED PAPER. 
 
      Values recorded by KM are 3 annas rosine, 8 annas deep red, 2½ rupees deep brown, 3 rupees brown, 4 rupees yellow, 
5 rupees black, 7½ rupees blue, 30 rupees deep brown and 100 rupees deep grey blue. 
 
      We have found the following new values 4 annas green (Fig-4), 12 annas blue (Fig-5), 1½ rupees blue green (Fig-6), 2 
rupees violet (Fig-7), 7 ½ rupees blue (Fig-8), 10 rupees grey (Fig-9), 15 rupees rosine (Fig-10), 20 rupees violet (Fig-11), 
40 rupees blue (Fig-12), 50 rupees grey brown (Fig-13) and light brown(Fig-14). 
 
      In this series KM had recorded a provisional issue of ONE RUPEE AND A HALF surcharged in black on three annas 
rosine but had not illustrated the same.  We now have the pleasure to display the SP (Fig-15).  
 

  
Fig-4 

 
Fig-5 

  
Fig-6 

 
Fig-7 

  
Fig-8 

 
Fig-9 

 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.61/March 2021 38 

  
Fig-10 

 
Fig-11 

 

  
Fig-12 

 
Fig-13 

 

  
Fig-14 

 
Fig-15 

 
 
KM Type 60: This series bears the portrait of the young king Raja Rajagopala Tondaiman. They are on wove paper and 
watermarked with the name of the state and its coat of arms. KM have recorded cancels from 1943 to 1947.  Only three 
values were recorded by them, namely 4 annas bright green, 2½ rupees dark blue and 10 rupees green. 
 
      We have found the following new values:  8 annas deep red (Fig-16), 12 annas green blue (Fig-17), 1 rupee violet (Fig-
18), 1½ rupees green (Fig-19), 3 rupees brown (Fig-20), 4 rupees orange (Fig-21), 5 rupees black (Fig-22), 15 rupees rose 
(Fig-23), 20 rupees mauve (Fig-24), 25 rupees green (Fig-25), 30 rupees grey (Fig-26), 40 rupees blue (Fig-27), 50 rupees 
grey brown (Fig-28) and 200 rupees light brown (Fig-29). 
 
 
      We have found a new date of usage 1941. 
   

  
Fig-16 

 
Fig-17 

 
 
     



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.61/March 2021 39 

  
Fig-18 

 
Fig-19 

 

  

Fig-20 
 

Fig-21 
 

  
Fig-22 

 
Fig-23 

 

  
Fig-24 

 
Fig-25 

 

  
Fig-26 

 
Fig-27 
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Fig-28 

 
Fig-29 

 
KM Type 65:  This series bears the portrait of the king Raja Rajagopala Tondaiman as a young man. They are on wove 
paper and watermarked with the name of the state and its coat of arms. KM has recorded cancels only in 1947. We have 
found usage up to 1948. Only three values were recorded by them, namely 1 rupee violet, 1½ rupees green and 10 rupees 
turquoise green.  
 
      We have found the following new values:  2 rupees grey (Fig-30), 3 rupees gray brown (Fig-31), 5 rupees black (Fig-
32), 7 rupees blue (Fig-33) and 10 rupees green (Fig-34).    
 

  
Fig-30 

 
Fig-31 

 

  
Fig-32 

 
Fig-33 

 

 
Fig-34 

 
      We are certain there is more material that will come out in years ahead and we hope to hear from other collectors if we 
have missed out on anything. 
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Biodiversity in India through philately 
by Dr M R Ramesh Kumar 

 
 
      India has some of the world's most biodiverse regions. The political boundaries of India encompass 
a wide range of biomes–desert, high mountains, highlands, tropical and temperate forests, 
swamplands, plains, grasslands, areas surrounding rivers, as well as island archipelago. It hosts 4 
biodiversity hotspots: the Himalayas, the Western Ghats, the Indo-Burma region and the Sundaland 
(Includes group of Islands). These hotspots have numerous endemic species.  
 
      India displays significant biodiversity. One of seventeen megadiverse countries, it is home to 7.6% 
of all mammalian, 12.6% of all avian, 6.2% of all reptilian, 4.4% of all amphibian, 11.7% of all fish, and 
6.0% of all flowering plant species. The flora and fauna of India have been studied and recorded from 
early times in folk traditions and later by researchers following more formal scientific approaches. A 
little under 5% of this total area is formally classified under protected areas. 
 
      India is home to several well-known large mammals, including the Asian elephant, Bengal tiger, 
Asiatic lion, leopard and Indian rhinoceros. Some of these animals are engrained in culture, often being 
associated with deities. These large mammals are important for wildlife tourism in India, and several 
national parks and wildlife sanctuaries cater to these needs. The popularity of these charismatic 
animals have helped greatly in conservation efforts in India. The tiger has been particularly important, 
and Project Tiger, started in 1972, was a major effort to conserve the tiger and its habitats. Project 
Elephant, though less known, started in 1992 and works for elephant protection. Most of India's rhinos 
today survive in the Kaziranga National Park. Some other well-known large Indian mammals are: 
ungulates such as the water buffalo, nilgai, gaur and several species of deer and antelope. Some of 
the important biodiversity hotspots in India are the Western Ghats and the Eastern Himalayan region.  
 
      I have tried to display the biodiversity in India  through different philatelic elements such as definitive 
stamps, commemorative stamps, block of four stamps, miniature sheets, First Day covers, sheetlets 
and Mystamps and also through different topics such as Mammals, Birds, Flowers, Insects, Trees, 
National Parks etc. 
 
Definitive stamps 
 
      A definitive stamp is a postage stamp that is part of the regular issue of a country's stamps, 
available for sale by the post office for an extended period of time and designed to serve the everyday 
postal needs of the country.  
 
      Some Indian definitive stamps on biodiversity are displayed below: 
 

 

 

 

   

5 paisa - Fish  15 paisa - Tiger 25 paisa - Chital 50 paisa - Mangoes 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.61/March 2021 42 

 

 
  

 

 

 

50 paisa - Flying Crane 50 paisa - Nilgiri Tahr 200 paisa - Rose 10 Rupees - Afforestation 
 

 

 
An apple stamp of value Rs 3.25 and a cashew apple of value of Rs. 2.25 on an FDC of the  

sixth definitive series of the Department of Posts. 

 

 
A commercially used registered letter, with definitive stamps of Saras Crane (100 paisa),  

Leopard cat (500 paisa) and Painted stork (400 paisa). 
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Commemorative stamps  
 
      These are stamps which are issued to commemorate an event or occasion, and the stamps are 
printed only once. There have been several biodiversity theme stamps which were released during 
several occasions. I am displaying some of the earlier stamps. 

 
 

 
 

A 2 Annas Centenary stamp of the Geological 
Survey of India (1851-1951), which was released in 

1951 depicts two elephants. 

Another 2 Annas on the 2500th Anniversary of 
Buddha Jayanthi issued in 1956 with a Tree. 

 
 
 

Indian Medicinal Plants 
 
Tulsi: Tulsi is a plant worshipped from times immemorial. Its leaves and their juice are used 
systematically in catarrh and bronchitis and are useful in the treatment of ringworm and other skin 
diseases, when applied locally. The infusion of leaves is given to children in gastric disorders and 
decoction of roots I a good diaphoretic. 
 
Haridra:  Haridra is a perennial herb possessing medicinal properties useful in the treatment of 
diarrhoea, intermittent fevers, disorders of blood and infection of liver, jaundice and non-tubercular 
respiratory diseases. The decoction is applied to relieve catarrh, scabies and other skin diseases. 
 
Sarpagandha: Sarpagandha is one of the 
important contributions of ancient medicine 
to the modern system of medicine. The 
alkaloid Reserpine found in the root of the 
plant has been proved to be effective 
remedy against hypertension. The drug has 
been effectively used in cases of high blood 
pressure, Insanity and schizophrenia. 
 
Ghritkumari: Ghritkumari is a native of 
North Africa and found in semi wild state in 
all parts of India. The leaf juice is used in 
dyspepsia, burns, colic, hypertension, 
hepatopathy, splenopathy, skin disease, 
constipation, vitiated condition of ‘vata’ and 
‘pitta’, abdominal tumours, dropsy, car-
buncles, sciatica, lumbago and flatulence. 
The oleo-gum is used for local application in 
painful inflammation, burns, chronic ulcers, 
and catarrh and purulent ophthalmia. 
 
 

Indian Medicinal Plants of Tulsi, Haridra, Sarpagandha and Ghritkumari, Issued on 28th October 1997 in  
Se-Tenant format (both horizontal and vertical forms), along with traffic light. 
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Mammals 
 
Indigenous breeds of cattle  
 

      Of the more than 800 cattle breeds recognized 
worldwide, India had 27 acknowledged indigenous 
breeds of cattle and 7 breeds of buffaloes. As of 2018 
the ICAR recognized 43 breeds that are indigenous in 
India, of which two cattle breeds and three buffalo 
breeds were added in 2018. The set of four stamps 
focuses attention towards conservation and utilisation 
of the domesticated animal bio diversity of India, 
which is a precious heritage, we cannot afford to lose. 
Out of the 4 breeds of cattle depicted, two (Gir and 
Kankrej) are common to western India and the other 
two (Kangayam and Hallikar) are from south India. 
Originally from the Gir Forests in Gujrat, the Gir is 

medium sized with typically curved horns and long, pendulous ears and is the most popular dairy breed 
of India, Kankrej from northern Gujrat is a popular drought animal and a good miller with lyre shaped 
horns. Kangayam is a moderate sized, powerful drought animal breed with a prominent hump and is 
found in the arid tracts of Tamil Nadu. The Hallikar belongs to Karnataka and is a compact bodied 
drought breed with a narrow bulging forehead and a pair of sweeping concave horns.  
 
Wildlife Preservation: 
 
Tiger: The Tiger lives in the dense jungles of India.  It is found in most parts of India, except the very 
cold ranges of Himalayas or northwest India.  
 
Himalayan Panda: Inhabiting in the middle ranges of the central and eastern Himalayas the Red 
Panda is very beautiful animal found in temperate bamboo forests. 
 
Indian Elephant: The Indian elephant is found in most parts of the country and celebrated in legends, 
songsm and history for its great strength and valour.  
 
Lion: Lions used to in Iraq in Persia as well as northwest and north of India. It is only since 1884, that 
the Indian lions have survived in the Gujrat state, owing their survival to the rulers of princely state of 
Jungadh. All the Indian male lions have manes. This Lion belongs to a stock distinct from the African 
lion.  
 
Gour: The Gour is the largest and magnificent of all the worlds bovines. It lives in forest areas of 
northeast, central and south India. 
 

 

FDC released on  
1st October, 1963, 

commemorating wild life 
preservation 
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Swamp Deer: Swamp Deer is found exclusively in India. In Uttarpradesh, Assam and the Sundebans, 
it is distinguished by its splayed hooves and larger skull, while in Madhya Pradesh, it has smaller well 
-knit hooves. The numbers of swamp deer are decreasing and now it is a protected animal. 
 
Lion: The Asiatic or Indian lion used to be found in Iran and Iraq as well as northern and central India. 
It is now restricted to Gir Forest in Gujarat. In the Gir forest, they prey mainly on wild animal and cattle. 
 
Leopard: A typical panther from the Indian peninsula is a sleek short-haired with fulvous or bright 
fulvous coat marked with small close-set black rosettes. It frequently hunts by day. 
 
Caracal: It is commonly found in Kutch, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and central India. An 
uncommon and elusive animal, nearly extinct in India, little is known about the caracal in the wild state. 
It is a creature of desert and scrub jungle, where it preys on birds, rodents, antelopes and small deers. 
 

 
 
Project Tiger: Project Tiger is a tiger conservation programme launched in April 1973 by the 
Government of India during Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's tenure. Kailash Sankhala was the first 
director of Project Tiger. As the Bengal Tiger is the national animal of India, this project aims to stem 
the dwindling population of the big cats and work to increase their numbers. An FDC on Project Tiger 
which was issued on 22 November, 1983. 
 

 

FDC released on 
1st October, 1976, 
commemorating 

wild life 
 

FDC released on 
22 November, 1983, 

commemorating 
Project Tiger 
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Golden Langur: Golden Langur was discovered by the renowned naturalist, E.P.Gee in 1955. It is a 
beautiful animal with a black, hairless face, except for a long, pale beard that gives a golden iridescence 
in bright light. Its habitat is dense deciduous forests. This primate is exclusively vegetarian. Its 
population is very limited making it one of the rare species.  
 
Lion tailed Macaque: The home of this primate is the tropical rain forests of Western Ghats in south 
India.it has a glossy black coat, thick mane and a tufted tail. Shy and seclusive by nature, it confines 
itself to treetops. It feeds on fruits, roots and insects. 
 

 
 

FDC on Indian Wild Life theme with Golden Langur and Lion tailed Macaque 
issued on 1st October, 1983, with a shift error. 

 

 

Marine Life 

      Marine mammals are aquatic mammals that rely on the ocean and other marine ecosystems for 
their existence. They include animals such as river Dolphins and Sea cow.  
 
River Dolphins: River 
dolphins is found in the 
Ganges, the Indus and 
the Brahmaputra. They 
are also seen in the 
tidal limits but do not 
enter the sea. 
 
Sea Cow: Sea Cow is 
generally found in the 
shores of the Indian 
Ocean. However, they 
have been observed in 
Gulf of Kutch, on the 
coast of Malabar and 
Andaman Islands. 

                                      
An FDC on River Dolphins and Sea cows released on 4 March 1991. 
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Sea Shells 
 
Cassis Cornuta linn: Generally known as 
horned helmet shell, is wide spread in Indo 
Pacific and the size can be up to 350 mm. 
 
Chicoreus Brunneus Linn: Chicoreus 
Brunneus Linnaeus, commonly known as rock 
shell, or Murex shell, live among rocks and corals 
in shallow water and are carnivorous. They are 
extensively distributed throughout Indo Pacific 
Region and grow to a size of 70 to 80 mm.  
 
Lambis Lambis Linn: Lambis Lambis Linnaeus, 
commonly called spider shell is found only in the 
tropical Indo Pacific, in shallow or deep waters on 
coral rocks, its size can be up to 200 mm. 
 
Cypraea Staphylaea: It is found in Indo-West 
Pacific to Samoa, from north Australia to Japan, 
measures up to 25 mm in size. A fully adult shell 
has fine nodules on the dorsum. 
 

Insects 
 

      Insects such as Butterflies and bugs were issued in the Indian stamps.  
 
Stichophithalama Camadeva: This lovely large butterfly, sometimes referred to as the “Northern 
Jungle Queen”, measures 90 square centimetres in good specimens. It frequents the forested hilly 
region of Sikkim from May to September. 
 
Cethosia Bibles: The Glorious is popularly known as the “Red lace Wing”, because of the intricate 
patterns on its wings. It is found in Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Assam, Sikkim and adjoining regions. 
 
Cyrestis Achates: This is a well-known member of the ‘map’ butterflies, so named because of wing 
markings simulate the lines of latitude and longitude of the world map. It lays eggs on the underside of 
banyan and related species of Ficus, on which the larvae feed in large groups. This species is common 
in Karnataka and the adjoining regions. 
 
Teinopalus Imperials: A 
swift flier, the double 
brooded “Kasier -e-Hind” 
can be seen from April to 
May and again from 
August to September in 
Sikkim, Assam and 
adjoining regions. It 
prefers open mountains 
surrounded by thick 
forests, and often keep to 
tree-tops.   

 
 

 
                                       An FDC of India issued on 20 October, 1981 
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Papilio Mayo (Male): Papilio Mayo was the first endemic butterfly described from Andaman Nicobar 
Islands. The sing expanse of the male is 120 mm and the body is black. Its food plant is citrus plant of 
the climbing vine. This endemic species is not rare in Andamans. This is a forest species which inhabits 
North to South Andamans.  
 
Papilio Mayo (Female): The wing expanse of the female is 150 mm. and the body is black. Its food 
plant is citrus plant of the climbing vine. This endemic species is not rare in Andamans,but females are 
very difficult to sight. This is a forest species which inhabits North to South Andamans. 
 
Pachliopta Rhodifer (Female): The female is mimic to female of Papilio mayo and flies slowly together 

in forest paths. The wing expanse of the 
female is 140 mm. The endemic species 
used to be very common in 80s in south 
south Andamans but now a days it is rarely 
sighted. Its food plant is Thotia tomentosa.  
 
Pachliopta Rhodifer (Male): The body of 
the male is red upper side black: forewing 
has pale streaks, hind wings are more 
crimson red: hind wing upper side dusted 
with black scales, discal more extensive, 
antediscal spot extends well below vein. The 
wind expanse of male is 120 mm. This 
endemic species used to be very common 
in 80s in south Andamans, but now a days, 
it is very rarely sighted. Its food plant is 
Thotia tomentosa. 
  

 
 
 
 

Ladybird Beetle: 
 

 
 

An FDC on Ladybird Beetle Bugs was released in 23rd February, 2017. 
 

(to be continued…) 

A Miniature sheet on the endemic butterflies of Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands of 4 values with male and female 

stamps of Rs. 5 each, was released in 2008. 
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Knowledge Bank 
 

How to display your stamp collection 
 
Collecting valuable stamps? You'll need to know how to display and store your collection. A valuable 
stamp collection takes both attention and care. Along with investing money and effort into accumulating 
great stamps comes putting in the same to learn the art of storing and displaying it well. 
 
You'll find there are many different ways to display and store your collection, more than listed here. 
Don't worry too much about getting the most expensive or deluxe option right away. For the moment, 
get what you need and what you can afford. 
 
As your collection grows, you should grow with it, so you don't end up buried in stamps with no place 
to put them. Grow your methods and systems for storing stamps so that you always have places waiting 
for new stamps and a good way of finding the ones you have. 
 
What are the most common ways of displaying your stamp collection? 
 
There are a number of options collectors commonly use. The most popular ones are stockbooks, 
binders with stockpages, and binders or albums with pages. 
 
Stockbooks 
 
Stockbooks are, like the name implies, books meant to hold your stamp collection. They have a certain 
number of pages made of hard cardboard, and each page has 8-10 strips (either clear or glassine) 
meant to hold stamps to the page. Most of them have double-sided storage pages with an interleaf 
between them to keep stamps from snagging on one another. 
 

 
 
You can get stockbooks in all different sizes, colors, and shapes. Padded and leather covers, as one 
might guess, are generally the most expensive. They might be bound using reinforced tape, while the 
most expensive ones use double linen hinges on the page so the pages can lie flat always. 
 
The cheapest stockbooks might have 8 pages and a rigid, pseudo leather cover, glassine strips on 
white pages, glassine interlaving, bound with rigid hinges. The most expensive stockbooks might have 
32 pages, a padded genuine leather cover, clear strips on black pages, clear double interleaving, bound 
with double linen hinges. 
 
The main benefit of stockbooks is they make it very easy to rearrange your stamp collection as you 
add to it. Moving stamps around is relatively easy, compared with some of the other methods. 
Stockbooks are comparatively cheap, too, with the basic ones costing about what you might expect to 
pay for a hardback book. 
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Unfortunately, stockbooks have some disadvantages too. With a stockbook, there isn't much room for 
writing up information on your stamps, and many collectors end up tucking notes behind their stamps. 
Even worse, the system of strips doesn't hold the stamps very firmly in place: the stamps may fall out 
if you accidentally drop the book. 
 
Stockpages 
 
Stockpages for binders are much like stockbooks, except they aren't bound: each page has clear strips 
to hold the stamps in place, and holes so it can be inserted in a binder. 
 
 
 
While most stockpages are made of black plastic, you can also find clear single sided ones that make 
it easy to see both sides of certain items. Regardless of the color, always look for stockpages that have 
rounded edges so you won't accidentally damage your stamps while inserting them. 
 
Unlike an stockbook, you can easily take a stockpage out of the binder, put it in a different place, or 
add pages to your binder as your collection grows. Quality stockpages have several sets of holes so 
you can even move them from binder to binder. 
 
Like a stockbook, stockpages risk jumbling your collection if you drop the binder and lack space for in-
depth writing. 
 
Albums and album pages 
 
Albums and album pages are designed to mount stamps permanently or semi-permanently. They're 
either pre-printed with spaces for each stamp, or totally blank. 
 

 
 
Most people mount their stamps to album pages using hinges, which are semi-permanent squares of 
paper. While hinges are relatively safe, they make marks in the gum of mint stamps that can cut the 
stamps' value in half, so hinges are definitely not recommended for your mint or your better used 
stamps. 
 
As a rule, albums and album pages are less expensive than stockbooks and stockpages, and they give 
you plenty of space for writing details about your stamps. You can even design your own pages to fit 
your collection! 
 
Unfortunately, album pages don't expand very well with your collection, since it's not possible to move 
stamps around on the page or page to page -- at least, not very easily. 

 
Courtesy: 2 clicks stamps.com 

https://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/using-stamp-mounts.html
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New Issues from other countries 
 

KOREA 
 

Geostationary Korea Multi-purpose Satellite 
 

 

 
50th Anniversary of KAIST 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Issue date: 26.01.2021 

 

Issue date: 16.02.2021 
 

 

Repatriated Cultural Heritage 
 

 
 

Issue date: 26.02.2021 
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The Historic Architecture in Korea 
 

 
 

Issue date: 11.03.2021 
 
 

Korean Aircrafts 
 

 
 

Issue date: 25.03.2021 
Courtesy: Pradip Jain, Phila Art 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.61/March 2021 53 

New Books 
 

Guide to Permanent Pictorial Cancellations of India 
 

      A Permanent Pictorial Cancellation is a postmark with a picture meant to be used permanently 
without any time limit. Like stamps these cancellations have a message of their own to convey. India 
introduced permanent pictorial cancellation in 1951 to promote tourism.  Since then about 230 
Permanent Pictorial Cancellation (PPC) have been issued by all postal circles of India till July 
2020.  Compiling these cancellations spread in different parts of the country is a difficult task.  Shri. 
Sushil Mehra and Shri. K. Chaitanya Dev did an excellent work by authoring a book titled “Guide to 
Permanent Pictorial Cancellations of India”. 
 

              
 
      The PPCs are arranged state wise in this book. Separate colour borders are given for each state 
to identify easily.  On the top of the page the Post Office name and its Pin code is mentioned. Date of 
issue and its availability is given in the top left corner and the State Serial Number is given in the top 
right corner. Each page is filled with a postal stationery with PPC in the centre and its below a brief 
note of the particular place is given. In the left side of the postal stationery the image of initial PPC 
issued and the right-side subsequent cancellations if any is given. It also indicates whether the site is 
under UNESCO Heritage or not. In the left bottom corner, the image of the site is given in the form of 
a postage stamp or a picture. And the right bottom corner a QR Code is given to scan with smartphone 
to get the location of the town on Google Maps.    At the end of the book a state wise index is given, 
which is useful to locate the page more easily.  The cancellations are updated up to 31 August 2020 
and the authors do not claim that they have listed out all the PPCs of India, but this is a humble 
beginning to compile and put them in once place. 
  
      There is a detailed chapter on PIN CODE in the beginning of the book which helps the readers to 
find out the post offices in the country.  The book is also decorated with two articles on PPC by Shri. 
Ashok Kumar Bayanwala and Shri. Naresh Agarwal.  The foreword of the book was written by noted 
philatelist Shri. Prashant H Pandya. 
  
      There is no doubt that readers will find this book as a reference to PPC.  
  
      This 290 page book is printed in high quality glossy paper in colour.  The design and layout of the 
book is excellent. The book is printed in Shrimudra Printing & Corporate Services, Bengaluru and is 
published by Shri. Sushil Mehra.  The book is dedicated to all philatelists.  The cost of the book is 
Rs.2500/- (ISBN: 978-93-5416-331-9).  The book is available at the publisher whose contact address 
is given below: 
  
      Sushil Mehra, Pan Office Systems Pvt. Ltd, ¾ Langford Road, Settur Street, Bengaluru-560 025 
Email: gaureshmehra@gmail.com  

 

by Mohanachandran Nair 

mailto:gaureshmehra@gmail.com
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Special Covers 
 

 

  
NEW SECRETARIAT CHANDIGARH :  

13 November 2020 
Rakhigarhi – The Village of Heritage 

GANDHI NAGAR HO, J&K : 26 November 2020 
Kangri 

 

 
 

GANDHI NAGAR HO, J&K : 26 November 2020 
Kehwa 

 

GANDHI NAGAR HO, J&K : 07 December 2020 
High Court of Jammu & Kashmir 

 

  
RAJAHMUNDRY HO : 12 December 2020 

Sri. Padala Rama Rao 
 

RAJAHMUNDRY HO : 16 December 2020 
The Cosmopolitan Club 

  
KHAIRATABAD HO : 18 December 2020 

National Energy Conservation Week 
KALIMPONG : 30 December 2020 

100 Years of Kalimpong Police Station 
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CHHINDWARA : 06 January 2021 

100 Years of Mahatma Gandhi’s arrival at 
Chhindwara 

GORAKHPUR : 14 January 2021 
Makar Sankranti Festival & Khichdi Mela 

  
PEDDAOUTPALLI SO : 15 January 2021 

76th Death Anniversary of Broher Joseph Thamby 
 

SAMBALPUR : 16 January 2021 
Inauguration of Sambalpur Philatelic Bureau 

  
SASTHAMANGALAM : 29 January 2021 
25th International Film Festival of Kerala 

 

GANDHI BHAVAN SO : 30 January 2021 
Martyrs’ Day 

  
SECTOR 8 PANCHKULA : 30 January 2021 

Martyrs’ Day 
 

NEW DELHI : 01 February 2021 
Celebrating 125th year of the YWCA, INDIA 

  
GUNTUR : 02 February 2021 

World Wetlands Day 
AF STATION, BENGALURU : 03 February 2021 

Aeronautics Research & Development Board 
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HYDERABAD GPO : 03 February 2021 

Centenary of Dr.Manchala Jagannadha Rao  
MUMBAI : 04 February 2021 

World Cancer Day 

  
CHAURI CHAURA : 04 February 2021 
Chauri Chaura Centenary Celebrations 

NEW DELHI : 06 February 2021 
First Classic Retrofit Electric Car  

Developed by IIT, Delhi 

 

 

 

KOLKATA : 06 February 2021 
Celebrating 125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji 

YELAHANKA : 08 February 2021 
Silver Jubilee of Vidyashilp Academy 

 

  
ALLAHABAD : 08 February 2021 

Dr. Rajendra Kumari Bajpai 
PUNE : 12 February 2021 

The Pune Posts & Telecom Credit Society Ltd 
 

  
ALLAHABAD : 12 February 2021 

Gandhi Smriti Vahan 
MANGALURU : 12 February 2021 
Rotary Club of Mangalore Sunrise 
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MARIKKUNNU : 13 February 2021 

The Gender Park 
 

BHUBANESWAR : 15 February 2021 
35th All India Postal Chess Tournament 

  
ALLAHABAD FORT : 18 February 2021 

110 Years of Airmail – Allahabad to Naini 
 

SAMBALPUR : 22 February 2021 
Road Safety – Life Saving 

  
PURI : 23 February 2021 

125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji 
 

CYBERABAD : 23 February 2021 
Dalit Icon J. Eashwari Bai 

 

 

 

KOLKATA : 19 February 2021 
70th Anniversary of New Barrackpur Colony BHS 

BENGALURU : 27 February 2021 
50 Years of Ladies Circle India 

 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
                 Suresh R 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All applicants should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

 

MAXIMAPHILY & POSTCARD EXHIBITION 
       

      International exhibitors are invited to 
participate in the 32nd Annual Maximaphily and 
Postcard exhibition organised by the 
Luxembourg Philatelic Federation (FSPL) to be 
held on July 24 & 25, 2021. Contct: Robert 
Grosch groschr@pt.lu  or Lars Bottger 
lars.boettger@bdph.de  
 
 
 

NATIONAL VIRTUAL EXHIBITION BY PCI 
 

      The Philatelic Congress of India is going to 
organise a National Level Virtual Philatelic 
Exhibition between November-December 2021.  
Details awaited. 
 
 

CAPEX-22 

 

      The first international one-frame stamp 
championship exhibition Capex-22 will take place 
at Metro Toronto Convention Centre, in Toronto, 

Ontario, Canada 
from 9 to 12 June, 
2022. 
 
      The exhibition 
will host 400 
frames of single-

frame exhibits as well as a literature competition. 
 
      The exhibition will be held under the 
patronage of the Federacion Interamericana de 
Filatelia (FIAF) and the recognition of the 
Federation International de Philatelie (FIP).   
 
      More details of the exhibition can be found on 
the website capex22.org  
 
 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

 

      400th Birth Anniversary of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur, P V Narasimha Rao. 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
http://timbrophily.com 

www.philamart.com 

www.collectorbazar.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

www.indianstampghar.com  

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.stangib.com 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 

www.worldwide-mint.com 

http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 

https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 

 

   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to 
be published in this bulletin.  Please send your write ups 
in MS Word only, to our email ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   
News and philatelic activities in your locality are also 
welcome.  Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send 
their brief reports on day to day activities. 

  

Editor 
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