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Unusual Circular Bar Cancellation of Travancore Anchal 

 
The above one chuckram envelope of Travancore Anchal was issued in 1890 (Die type 11)  

addressed to C.P.H Plummer, Sub Divisional Officer, Light Hose, Mutham (Muttom).   
The Mutham (Muttom) Light House is 5 km from Rajakamangalam Anchal Office which was 

operated only for a few months from 1064-65 to 1065-66 ME (1888-89 to 1889-90 AD)   
Later on it was reopened as Village Post Office in 1078 ME (1902). 

 
Here the cancellation denotes eight thick bars in 20 mm, with blank space inset.   

Probably it was a trial run done by the Anchal authorities. 
 

The envelope is devoid of despatch & delivery cancels on the reverse. 
 

(From the collection of Sunil Joseph, Kottayam) 
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NEW PICTURE POSTCARDS 

 
      Himachal Pradesh Postal Circle issued twenty picture postcards featuring birds of Himachal Pradesh.  
The price of this set of picture postcards is Rs.200.  More images are shown below: 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Dear Friends, 
  
      On 23rd April, 2021, as the Secretary of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association(APA), I received a 
letter from The Director, Mumbai GPO regarding the usage of pre-released stamp of   P. V. 
Narasimha Rao in two Speed Post articles. The letters were sent by a ‘Philatelist’ of Mumbai and the 
articles were booked at MPCM Counter, Mumbai GPO on 9.1.2021.  The ‘Philatelist’  took the photo 
of letters and uploaded it on social media. After knowing this the Mumbai Circle Office investigated 
the case. They scrutinised the CCTV footage of Mumbai GPO and revealed the ‘Philatelist’ and 
contacted him on 13.1.2021. The ‘Philatelist’ returned them one of the covers he booked. The other 
cover he didn’t return saying that it was in torn condition. In his statement the ‘Philatelist’ informed 
that he purchased four stamps and two FDCs of P V Narasimha Rao from a coin vendor at Princes 
of Wales Museum street, Mumbai. 
  
      In order to regulate the philatelic activities through lawful means and to bring back the trust and 
image of India Post, it has been decided to ban the philatelist, from participation of any kind of 
philatelic activities, like letter writing competition, to display exhibition at District, State, National & 
International level, designs of stamps and other philately related work for five years from 16.4.2021. 
  
      Office of the Director, Mumbai GPO sent the copy of this action letter addressed to the ‘Philatelist’ 
to all Circle offices, all 70 philatelic bureaus and all important philatelic societies in India including 
APA.  I knew that most of the philatelic societies have received it. 
  
      Here some questions arise.  Why does the postal department blame it only on the ‘Philatelist’ 
and punishing him? How the pre-released stamps and FDC reached the coin vendor?  In my opinion 
this should also be investigated.  We know that many philatelic items which were postponed for issue, 
banned and withdrawn by India Post are commonly available for sale in various websites. I think it 
will not happen without the involvement of some staff in the department, otherwise it should be leaked 
from India Security Press. So investigation should start from the grass root level.  Readers' opinions 
in this regard are highly appreciated. 
  
      In this pandemic period I wish to remind you that stay at home and keep yourself safe. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 

 

READERS’ COLUMN 
    

Dear Editor Mohanchandran Nair, 
 

      Congratulations on the publication of the 62nd 
edition of the Bulletin of April 2021. The efforts of your 
editorial team are greatly appreciated by all stamp 
lovers. The Bulletin is getting better with each edition, 
providing informative articles and useful information 
on philately and new issues. The standard has always 
been kept high and all of us anxiously await each new 
edition. Kudos to you for doing an excellent job and 
being so prompt in spite of these testing and difficult 
times. 
 

      Cordially, 
 

Anjul Gupta. 
gupta.anjul@gmail.com 

 

Dear Sir, 
 

      Your bulletin is quite impressive and educative. 
The informations about the happenings in the 
philatelic world is verymuch helpful for collectors like 
us.  Its design and layout is also very attractive. 
 

      Keep it up. 
Saravanan 

Chennai 
 

 

Dear Reader, 

 

      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite your 
views, thoughts and suggestions regarding this e-bulletin. 
 

      Please send your feedback to:  apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 

Editor 
 

mailto:gupta.anjul@gmail.com
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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New Indian Issues 
 

 

Rajyogini Dadi Janki 
 

 

 
 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 

Issued on 12.04.2021 
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News in Brief 
 

 

ISC FORTNIGHTLY DISPLAY ZOOM MEETINGS 
 

      The Twentieth  Virtual Zoom Display meeting of India Study Circle For Philately was held on 17 
April 2021at 8.00 pm to 10.30 pm IST.  The following presentations were done in the meeting by the 
respective speakers. 
 

 
 

      Nearly fifty members from different parts of the world attended both the meetings. 
 
 
NATIONAL PHILATELIC MUSEUM RENOVATED 
 
      The renovated National Philatelic Museum, Sansad Marg, Dak Bhawan, New Delhi was 
inaugurated by Shri Pradipta Kumar Bisoi, Secretary (Posts) on 7.4.2021.  It now features some new 
and interesting collections of philatelic items and ancillaries which bring out our rich culture heritage 
and are a treat for all age groups to witness and cherish.  Visitors may book their entry slot on the new 
online booking portal on the link given below: 
 
URL: https://ccc.cept.gov.in/philatelymuseum/booking.aspx 
 
      The museum is opened from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm on all days except on postal and national 
holidays. 
 
 
ONE DAY PICTORIAL CANCELLATION ON DANDI MARCH 

 
     The Dandi March was led by Mahatma Gandhi against British salt monopoly.  
The twenty four day march lasted from 12 March 1930 to 6 April 1930 covering 390 
kms. from Sabarmati Ashram to Dandi.  
 
      In order to celebrates its 91st anniversary, Gujarat postal Circle had released a 
one day pictorial cancellation in all its head post offices of Gujarat on 12 March 
2021. 
 
 

 

https://ccc.cept.gov.in/philatelymuseum/booking.aspx


Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.63/May 2021 7 

PHILATELY AND VOLCANO – PART I 
By Dr.Abhay V. Mudholkar, Dr.Sudha Vaddadi and Dr.Ajit Vartak 

      Volcanoes are unique features on the earth that spews hot lava to create new crust of the Earth, which has 
fascinated scientists and artists alike. Dormant volcanic landscape was captured in the paintings by many early 
artists and some of these were used to design postage stamps. There are many postage stamps illustrating 
volcanoes, its habitat, landscape etc. Glenn (1981), gave a list of the volcanoes around the world wherein he 
classified them based on the different types and developed the activity for students involving volcanoes on 
stamp. A brief account of volcanoes is given, and the stamps based on volcanoes and related features are 
documented as per the different geological set-up. An attempt has been made to document all the possible 
stamps issued on volcanoes and related geological features. 
 

      The term Volcano might have evolved from  “Vulcan (Hephaestus)”  the God of fire 
including the fire of volcanoes, deserts, metal-working, and the forge in ancient Roman 
religion (Fig.1). Vulcan, the God, is often depicted with a blacksmith's hammer.  
 
      "Volcano" comes from the little island of 
Vulcano in the Mediterranean Sea, off Sicily 
(Fig.2); the southern most of the Eolian 
Islands north of Sicily, Italy. Two more 
volcanoes are named as Vulcan; 1) In USA 
and 2) Papua New Guinea. Vulcano has an 
active volcano (also called the Fossa) that 
has frequent eruptions, documented since 
ancient times. Island of Vulcano was 
formed during six volcanic stages during the 

past 136,000 years. The latest eruption from Vulcano consisted 
of explosive activity from the Fossa cone from 1898 to 1900. 
Volcanoes are unique features on the earth that spews hot lava 
to create new crust of the Earth. Man has always been intrigued 
by these natural geological phenomena. It is not surprising to find 
people visiting active volcanoes, to have a glimpse of the nature’s 
spectacle of fireworks.  
 

 

      A symmetrical shape and silhouette with crater on top and wisp of fumes is a perfect picture. Volcanoes are 
located at specific geologic settings on the Earth, namely, Hotspots, Mid-Ocean Ridges/ rifts, Subduction zones 
as illustrated in the Figure 3. Maximum volcanoes occur along the rim of Pacific Ocean, as this oceanic plate is 
subducting below various plates like, North and South America, Japan, Philippines, etc. This is also called the 
‘Ring of Fire’. Volcanoes formed in regions of Hotspot are next in abundance and at these settings’ magma from 
crust-mantle boundary is tapped and volcanism occurs on a large scale. These hotspots are located in Atlantic 
Ocean, Azores (Portugal); southern Indian Ocean, Crozet, and St Paul & Amsterdam (France) and Hawaii island 
in Pacific, to name a few. The Mid-Oceanic Ridge volcanism is related to the spreading of sea floor. Mid-oceanic 
ridges across the world are connected, forming the longest mountain chain. Most of the volcanoes erupt silicate 
lavas; basaltic, rhyolitic, trachytic, andesitic etc with variety of silicate minerals like feldspar (alkali or calcium 
rich), pyroxenes and olivine (iron-magnesium-rich).  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig.1. Vulcan, the 

Greek God with his 

hammer and tongs on 

the Greek stamp.  

 

 

 
 

Fig.2. Map shows Vulcan, the volcano, in 

Mediterranean Sea, close to Stromboli 
 

 

 

 

 
Fig.3. World map showing active volcanoes 

represented by red dots. 
 

 

 
Fig.4. Miniature sheet of Maldives 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_of_fire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desert
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_ancient_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_ancient_Rome
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      Historically catastrophic volcanic events have been attributed to the 
disappearance of the highly evolved cities like Atlantis, as indicated in the 
miniature sheet by Maldives (Fig.4) or the completely smothered Pompeii city, 
by the catastrophic eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 79 A.D.(Fig.5). Pliny the younger 
had given a detailed description of this volcanic eruption, which prompted 
volcanologists to use the term Plinian eruption to describe the type of volcanism 
at Mt. Vesuvius. Volcanoes located around the world erupt different types of 
lava based on their tectonic set-up. Volcanoes around the world are being 
studied by many dedicated 
volcanologists; some having given 

their life in this pursuit. French volcanologists Katia and Maurice 
Krafft, who devoted their life to studying and filming volcanoes, had 
a tragic death; hit by pyroclastic flow at Unzen volcano, Japan in 
1991. Repubique Democratique Du Congo released a stamp in 
honour of them in 2012 (Fig. 6). Congo also released a stamp in 
honour of Prof Haraldur Sigurdsson, great volcanologist from 
Iceland with the backdrop of Tanzanian volcano Ol Doinyo Lengai 
(Fig. 6). The African continent has few known volcanoes, related to the East African Rift Valley (EARV) 
represented by Mt. Kilimanjaro, the tallest peak in Africa, Mt. Nyiragongo, in Congo and Ol Doinyo Lengai in 

Tanzania. Among these Ol Doinnyo Lengai (Fig.7) erupts a sodium 
carbonatite lava which is comparatively less hot (5100C) than basic 
lavas (~10000C) while Nyiragongo erupts a melilite nephenlinite type of 
lava, an alkali-rich silica undersaturated uncommon lava. Another 
unique eruption, limnic eruption at Lake Nyos, Cameroon, W. Africa, 
which took place in August 1986, triggered release of tons of carbon 
dioxide killing people and livestock. Native sulphur is mined from the 
active volcano crater in Indonesia. The African continent has few known 
volcanoes, related to the East African Rift Valley (EARV) represented 
by Mt. Kilimanjaro, the tallest peak in Africa, Mt. Nyiragongo, in Congo 
and Ol Doinyo Lengai in Tanzania. Among these Ol Doinnyo Lengai 
(Fig.7) erupts a sodium carbonatite lava which is comparatively less hot 
(5100C) than basic lavas (~10000C) while Nyiragongo erupts a melilite 
nephenlinite type of lava, an alkali-rich silica undersaturated uncommon 
lava. Another unique eruption, limnic eruption at Lake Nyos, Cameroon, 
W. Africa, which took place in August 1986, triggered release of tons of 
carbon dioxide killing people and livestock. Native sulphur is mined from 
the active volcano crater in Indonesia. 
 

      Rep. Mali issued a unique shaped stamp in 2014 in honour of Nicolas Desmarest 
(1725-1815, a French volcanologist (Fig.8). He discovered the volcanic origin of basalt, 
which invalidated the then prevalent Neptunist theory that all rocks were formed by 
sedimentation from primeval oceans.  
 

      A postage stamp or series or set of stamps, is issued by the 
country to showcase and popularize the personalities, heritage 
structures (buildings), progress of a country in various social or 
economic fields, using it as a revenue also. Postage stamps are 
good tool to promote and educate (Schreck, 1986, Palmer, 1991, Vartak and Vartak,, 
2014) people about various science subjects (Haile, 1978; Lund, 2003) especially the 
geological sciences and its heritage sites as these can be seen and be visited by people 
at large. Orlov, et al. (2000) have compiled stamps published, released on various aspects 
of geology like fossils, minerals, petrology, and volcano etc. from countries world over, in 
the form of a book. United Nations (UN) issued a beautiful cartoon section of the volcano 
on a stamp in 1999, valuing S8 (Fig. 9).  
 

      Jenvey (1949) is the first to have documented stamps on volcanoes by illustrating them based on active, 
extinct, and dormant categories. Subsequently, Haile (1978) has reported volcanoes on stamps. The dormant 
volcanoes, like Mt. Fuji, is a geo-heritage site, which attracts tourists. Inspired by the symmetric conical shape 
of Mt. Fuji, a dormant strato-volcano, Japanese painter Hokusai of Edo (1600-1800), chose this volcano as the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.5.Stamp from Russia (USSR), 

depicting eruption of Mt. Vesuvius 
 

 

 
 

Fig.7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    
 

Fig.6. Stamps from Congo 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig.8. 
 

 
 

Fig.9. 

 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.63/May 2021 9 

backdrop of many of his paintings, most important is the Mt. Fuji with Kanagawa 
wave (Fig. 10). These paintings were subsequently converted into stamps and 
released during different International letter writing week celebrations with 
valuation of 40 to 50 yen (Fig. 11, 12). In due course of time, many more stamps 

related to natural 
disasters like 
volcanoes and 

earthquakes 
were issued by 
Japan. Other stamps of Mt. Fuji with 
foreground of a bird of paradise – flycatcher 
(1993) (41 yen) and grapes with diamond 
(2001) (80yen) were released at different 
times (Fig. 12). UN released a stamp of Mt. 
Fuji, with a stunning picture, photographed on 

a full-moon night (Fig. 13). Nicaragua released a stamp which displays Mt. Fuji and Mt. Momotombo, a volcano 
in Nicaragua, on a 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Japan and Nicaragua. (Fig.14). 
 
      As volcanoes are located at specific locations on the earth, the stamps have been segregated and listed accordingly.  

 

 
 
Volcanoes related to Hotspots: 

 

      The hotspot represented by Kerguelen Island, in southern Indian Ocean is governed by Terres Australes 
Antartiques Francaise (TAAF) of France. In 1933-38, 
TAAF issued two stamp se tenant with different values 
(RF 2.20 and 15.10) on the volcanic hotspot of 
Kerguelen island (Fig.15). The volcanic activity of this 

hotspot 
has given 
rise to a 
linear ridge 
called as 
90 East Ridge located in Indian Ocean. Left side stamp depicts 
section of the island showing volcanic features while right side 
stamps shows the basic map of Kerguelen island. The central 
portion of the se tenant shows the hotspot cartoon. TAAF has also 
issued four stamps on Crozet island during the period 1988-
96(Fig.16). Crozet island is formed due to hotspot volcano in South 
Indian Ocean, and the stamps depict topographic maps of all three 
island; Ile des Pingouins (F 3.90), Ile du Cochons (F7.30), Ile de 
l’Est (F20.00) islands.  One of the stamps illustrates geomorphic 
features like, cliffs, profile of island, of Ile des Pingoins(F15.10).  

 

      Hawaiian Islands are the best examples of hotspot volcanism with continuous outpouring of lava into the 
Pacific Ocean. As these are designated as Natural Heritage site by the UNESCO, US Post as well as United 
Nations have issued stamps. United Nations has issued stamp and special cover (Fig. 17) on Hawaii volcanoes 
celebrating its World heritage Site status (2003).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.10 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.8. 
 

 

Fig.11.Paintings by Hokusai depicting Mt. Fuji in background 

with different scenes in foreground. 
by Hokusai depicting Mt. Fuji in background with different 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig.13 
 

 

 
Fig.14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.14 
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      In 2006, US Post issued, a golden 
stamp with FDC on the Kilauea 
volcano, the most active volcano in 
the world (Fig. 19).  
 
      Yellowstone is another hotspot on 
the American continent represented 
by hot geyser called as Old Faithful. 
US Post has issued a stamp on this 
geyser in 1934 and later again in 
1972. In 2009 again US Post issued a high value ($17.50) stamp depicting Old Faithful geyser with a bison in 
front (Fig. 20) 

      Another hotspot volcano is in Atlantic Ocean named after island Azores governed by Portugal. Azores has 
issued four stamps on submarine volcanic hydrothermal deposits along with unique biota like bivalves, shrimps, 
white crabs etc. and a miniature sheet with a beautiful line drawing of hydrothermal emanations as cancelation 
on 22 July 2006. (Fig. 21) 

      A typical evolution of the volcanic island to a 
human inhabited island has been depicted by a 
set of four stamps on a first day cover (FDC) 
issued by Tristan Da Cunha, a British Oversees 
Territory. These stamps were issued in 1982 for 
the face value of 5, 15, 25, and 35 p. Pitcairn 
Islands, another British Overseas territory, 
issued set of four se-tenant stamps with FDC in 
2010, portraying submarine map showing small 
volcanic peaks around these islands surveyed 
and photographed by IFREMER (French 
research organization) research ship RV 
L’Atlante (80c), deep submersible DSRV Nautile 
($1.20), submarine picking lava flow ($1.50) and 
submarine in deep water ($3.00). The se tenant 

of 4 stamps has a central portion which does not have a value but it shows deep sea volcanoes representing 
Pitcairn hotspot (Fig. 22). 
 
      A Miniature sheet issued in 1996 by 
Marshall Islands in South Pacific with the 
map of Marshall Islands in the background 
is self-explanatory. This miniature sheet 
comprises of 12 stamps (each 55c) 
starting from the formation of island due to 
large volcanic eruption, a hotspot volcano 
which in due course was populated by 
Micronesians around 1500 B.C.  
 
      Besides depicting the natural evolution 
of islands, these 12 stamps also show the 
socio-political occupation from Spain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   Fig.21. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig.20. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.22. 
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Fig.19. 
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(1527), Germany (1885), Japan (1914), and America (1944); becoming U.N. trust territories in 1947 and finally 
becoming independent in 1986 (Fig. 23). 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Ocean Ridge:  

 

      Volcanism at Iceland is a surficial expression of a deep-sea mid-ocean ridge. A year after the Hekla volcano 

eruption in 1947, Iceland issued stamps in four colors with two photographs and different value (12, 35, 50 & 60 

Aur) (Fig.24). Concurrently, another stamp on Hekla 

was released in three colors, with valuation of 1, 10 and 

0,25 Kr (Fig. 25). The recent eruption of Iceland volcano Eyjafjallajökull in 2010, disrupted air traffic in northern 

Europe. Iceland issued three extraordinary stamps which are silk screened printed with exceptionally fine ash 

from the volcano eruption (Fig. 26), which have become collector’s item. United Nations (UN) in the year 2011, 

issued a stamp depicting the formation of Icelandic island of Surtsey in northern Atlantic Ocean (valued 44 c), 

on its recognition as a World Heritage (Fig.27). Besides, the cancellation is a beautiful drawing of volcano in 

water. 

 

      United Nations has released yet another stamp 
showing a section of a volcano in 1999. In 1965, Iceland 
released a set of 3 stamps which demonstrates 3 stages of volcanic eruption and island formation. The stamp 
that shows huge phreatomagmatic (water - magma interaction) eruption is valued at 1.50 KR, while the other 
two are valued at 2,00 and 3,50 kr respectively (Fig. 28). 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.23. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig.24. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig.25. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig.26. 

 

 

 
Fig.26. 

 
 

 

Fig.27. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stampboards.com/viewtopic.php?f=13&t=19947&sid=65f9f6fc4ca3ce0361c5b5175dbf03e7
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      Stamps issued by Iceland have landscapes as theme and/or they 
commemorate events in the history of the land and its people. The Eruption 
on Heimaey, Vestmannaeyjar, Iceland in 1973 was one of the most 
destructive volcanoes in the history of Iceland. The booklet Man against 
Volcano (Williams and Moore,1976) is a detailed account of the destruction 
of the harbor and port on the island. Stamps released to   commemorate this 
eruption used a photo taken on the slopes of Klifid on March 23, 1973 with 
the view of the harbour, Eldfell and Helgafell. Three countries, namely 
Iceland (Fig. 29), Denmark and Greenland (Fig. 30) have issued stamps 
portraying Heimaey eruption of 1973 with same photograph/ sketch/ drawing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
      A typical evolution of the volcanic island to a human inhabited island has been depicted by a set of four 
stamps on a first day cover issued by Tristan Da Cunha, a British Oversees Territory in South Atlantic Ocean. 
These stamps were issued in 1982 for the face value of 5, 15, 25, and 35 p. (Fig. 31). These islands have formed 
by hotspot Tristan. 
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Fig.31 
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SOME LIMITED PERIOD PICTORIAL CANCELLATIONS OF INDIA 
 

  

Magh Mela -  Allahabad Cervical Cancer Awareness Month -  
Allahabad 

 

  

World Cancer Day - Hyderabad Ram Navami - Allahabad 
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Biodiversity in India through philately 
By Dr M R Ramesh Kumar 

 
Continued from previous issue: 
 

National Parks in India 
 
The national parks of India are treasure troves for nature lovers, containing a wide range of 
geographical and climatic diversity. Within India’s boundaries you can find the soaring Himalayan 
mountain range, the lush rainforests of the Western Ghats, the arid Thar Desert, and 4,600 miles of 
coastline. Though the forest cover in India is only at about 22%, the subcontinent is home to about 
10% of the world’s species. 
 
The country’s first national park (now known as Jim Corbett National Park) was created in 1936. Up 
until 1970, there were only five national parks of India. But in 1971, much to everyone’s shock, it was 
discovered that there were only about 1,800 wild Tigers left in India. Within two years, both the Wildlife 
Protection Act and Project Tiger were created, which has led to a substantial increase in India’s tiger 
population. Today, there are 103 national parks and 50 tiger reserves in India. They preserve and 
protect an astonishing degree of biodiversity that includes 70% of the world’s wild tigers, white lions, 
sloth bears, hundreds of bird species, and much more flora and fauna. 
 
Jim Corbett National Park  
 
This is the oldest national park of India, and also one of the most popular. It has many claims to fame, 
including being the site of the Project Tiger launch in 1973. Located in the foothills of the Himalayas in 
the northern state of Uttarakhand, Corbett is home to more than 200 Bengal tigers – the highest number 
of any tiger reserve in India. Corbett is also a great place for birding, with approximately 650 species 
of resident and migratory birds. It’s one of the only Indian national parks that allows overnight stays in 
the core zone. 
 
 

 

FDC with the Centenary Cachet of the Jim Corbett National Park 
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Some other important National Parks of India and their major attractions are depicted in the mixed 
sheetlet depicted below: 
 

 
 
Bandhavgarh National Park 
 
Bandhavgarh is very picturesque, and popular with photographers and wildlife enthusiasts. It’s always 
on the lists of the top national parks in India. The ruins of an ancient fort makes for a great backdrop 
to this park, with a core area of 40 square miles and a buffer area of approximately 154 square miles. 
It’s one of the best places to spot a tiger in India. Located among the Vindya Hills in Madhya Pradesh, 
Bandhavgarh boasts one of the highest densities of Bengal tigers in the world. But the magnificent cat 
is not the only attraction here. There are also 36 other mammals, including leopards, chital, dhole and 
nilgai (“blue bulls”), more than 150 species of birds, and around 80 species of butterflies. 
 
Bandipur National Park 
  
Bandipur National Park established in 1974 as a tiger reserve under Project Tiger, is a national park 
located in the Indian state of Karnataka, which is the state with the second highest tiger population in 
India. Along with adjacent Nagarhole National Park it is one of the Premier Tiger Reserves in the 
country. It was once a private hunting reserve for the Maharaja of the Kingdom of Mysore but has now 
been upgraded to Bandipur Tiger Reserve. Bandipur is known for its wildlife and has many types of 
biomes, but dry deciduous forest is dominant. 
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The park spans an area of 874 square kilometers (337 sq mi), protecting several species of India's 
endangered wildlife. Together with the adjoining Nagarhole National Park (643 km2 (248 sq mi)), 
Mudumalai National Park (320 km2 (120 sq mi)) and Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (344 km2 (133 sq 
mi)), it is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve totaling 2,183 km2 (843 sq mi) making it the largest 
protected area in southern India and largest habitat of wild elephants in south Asia. 
 
Kaziranga National Park 
 
Located in the northeast state of Assam, Kaziranga is one of the finest wildlife refuges in the world. 
Home to the world’s largest population of one-horned rhinos, the park is an undisturbed natural area 
of wet grasslands, swamps, and pools in the Brahmaputra Valley floodplain. On the UNESCO Natural 
Heritage list for India, Kaziranga is a great conservation success story, having saved the one-horned 
rhino from the brink of extinction. In 1903, there were only 12 left in the region; now there are about 
1,800. 
 
The park also harbors several other endangered species, such as Bengal tigers, Asian elephants, sloth 
bears, Gangetic dolphin, and many migratory birds. It’s the only park in India where elephant-back 
safaris are still deemed acceptable, as it’s the only way to view wildlife in the wet grasslands. 
 
Periyar National Park 
 
Like many of the national parks of India, Periyar is also a tiger reserve and wildlife sanctuary. Located 
in the mountainous Western Ghats of Kerala, Periyar is rich in biodiversity and scenic beauty. It’s one 
of the most popular parks in South India. The park is home to a significant wild elephant population, as 
well as rare lion-tailed macaques, sambar deer, leopards, and about 40 Bengal tigers. The core zone 
is 135 square miles and forms the watershed of two major rivers. Plus there’s a large, picturesque lake. 
Periyar is unique in that it offers boating safaris, as well as walking and jeep safaris. A repository of 
rare, endemic, and endangered flora and fauna, Periyar is known for its thick, tropical evergreen 
forests.   
 
Tadoba National Park  
 
Notably Maharashtra's oldest and largest National Park, the "Tadoba National Park", also known as 
the "Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve" is one of India's 47 project tiger reserves existing in India. It lies 
in  the Chandrapur  district of Maharashtra  state and is  approximately 150 km from Nagpur city.  The  

 FDC on the Tadoba Andhari National Park 
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total area of the tiger reserve is 1,727 Sq.km, which includes the Tadoba National Park, created in the 
year 1955. The Andhari Wildlife Sanctuary was formed in the year 1986 and was amalgamated with 
the park in 1995 to establish the present Tadoba Andheri Tiger Reserve. The word 'Tadoba' is derived 
from the name of God "Tadoba" or "Taru," which is praised by local tribal people of this region and 
"Andhari" is derived from the name of Andhari river that flows in this area.  
 

 
FDC on the UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India – Natural sites which was released in 2020. 

 
 

 
FDC on Endemic Species of Indian Biodiversity Hotspots. 

 
 

International year of Biodiversity 
 
The International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) was a year-long celebration of biological diversity and its 
importance, taking place internationally in 2010. Coinciding with the date of the 2010 Biodiversity 
Target, the year was declared by the 61st session of the United Nations General Assembly in 2006. It 
was meant to help raise awareness of the importance of biodiversity through activities and events, to 
influence decision makers, and "to elevate biological diversity nearer to the top of the political agenda" 
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Miniature Sheet on the International year of Biodiversity issued in 2010. 

 
 

Rare Fauna of North East India Region 
 
The  north  eastern  region  has  been  in  focus  for  its  high  biodiversity  and  this  region  has  been  
a  priority for leading conservation agencies of the world. While WWF has identified the entire Eastern 
Himalayas  as  a  priority  Global  200  Ecoregion  while  Conservation  International  has  upscaled  
the  Eastern  Himalaya  Hotspot  which  initially  covered  the  states  of  Arunachal  Pradesh,  Sikkim,  
Darjeeling Hills, Bhutan, and Southern China to the Indo Burma Hotspot (Myers 2000) which now 
includes all the eight states of North-East India, along with the neighbouring countries of Bhutan, 
southern China and Myanmar. The richness of the region’s avifauna largely reflects the diversity of 
habitats  associated  with  a  wide  altitudinal  range.  North  East  India  supports  some  of  the  highest  
bird  diversities  in  the  orient  with  about  850    bird  species.  The  Eastern  Himalaya  and  the  
Assam  plains  have  been  identified  as  an  Endemic  Bird  Area  by  the  Royal  Society  for  Protection  
of  Birds,  (ICBP  1992).  The  global  distribution  of  24  Restricted-range  species  is  limited  to  the  
region.  
 

 
 

Miniature Sheet of the rare fauna of North East India. 
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FDC on  the Himalayan Ecology which was released on 10 May, 1996. 

 
 

The Silent Valley 
 
Silent Valley National Park, is a national park in Kerala, India. It is located in the Nilgiri hills, has a core 
area of 89.52 km2 (34.56 sq mi), which is surrounded by a buffer zone of 148 km2 (57 sq mi). This 
national park has some rare species of flora and fauna. This area was explored in 1847 by the botanist 
Robert Wight. The national park is one of the last undisturbed tracts of South Western Ghats mountain 
rain forests and tropical moist evergreen forest in India. Contiguous with the proposed Karimpuzha 
National Park (225 km2 (87 sq mi)) to the north and Mukurthi National Park (78.46 km2) to the north-
east, it is the core of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (1,455.4 km2), and is part of the Nilgiri Sub-Cluster 
(6,000+ km2), Western Ghats World Heritage Site, recognised by UNESCO in 2007 
 

 
 

FDC on Silent Valley which was released on 15th November, 2009. 
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Zoological Survey of India 
 
The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) was established on 1st July, 1916 to promote survey, exploration 
and research leading to the 
advancement in our  
knowledge of various aspects 
of exceptionally rich life of the 
erstwhile British Indian Empire. 
The survey has its genesis in 
the establishment of the 
Zoological Section of the Indian 
Museum at Calcutta in 1875.  
Two stamps of value, Rs 25 
and Rs 5 are shown in the 
miniature sheet.  
 

 
 

 
 

FDC on Environmental conservation was issued on 15th June, 1981. 
 

(Concluded) 
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Knowledge Bank 

How stamps are printed 

Postage stamp printing method & processes 

Postage stamps are proof of pre-paying fee for the postal services. It is a small gummed rectangular paper that 

is attached to an envelope, packages, post cards, lettercards, aerogramme, newspaper wrappers, etc. Postage 

stamps stand for the proof that sender has partly or fully paid the delivery of the letter. 

Postage stamps are normally made from printing press. Most stamps are made from paper. However, there are 

several countries which prefer making postage stamp out of different materials like plastic, wood, synthetic 

chemicals, etc. At the same time, because they are made from different materials, they are also made from 

different printing methods and materials. 

Postage stamp printing process 

 

Stamps are printed by a number of various processes. It is important to recognize their different striking 

characteristics. 

Most stamps made before 1970's were recess-printed from steel or copper plates. A process sometimes called as 

intaglio. These stamps can be recognized by slight ridges that result from the paper being forced under great 

pressure into the recesses of the plate. 

The opposite process is relief-printing or letterpress, often called typography by philatelists. The lines of the 

design on the plate are raised. Ink is rolled across the recess and pressed into the stamp paper. It produces a 

smooth surface but often with a design showing at the back of the stamp. 
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British low-value stamps were printed by letterpress until 1934. On the same year photogravure was adopted. In 

this process, the plate is engraved photographically. Photogravure allows fine gradations of tone. When 

magnified the image shows fine lines due to the screening process. 

Photogravure was first used by Bavaria in 1914 and became popular in 1930's. In recent years, it has been 

replaced to multicolor offset lithography. It was perceived as a cheaper and more reliable process than 

letterpress printing. 

Postage stamp printing methods 

How to print stamps? Stamps are printed in different processes. Paper stamps have been produced in a variety 

of techniques such as letterpress, photogravure, offset lithography printing, engraving, & intaglio. Stamp 

printing machine differs from each other according to its printing process. 

Stamps in the late 1840's are processed through intaglio printing. Thus, even if a postage stamp issue is printed 

with the same design, the stamp value is not the same at all. Every printing method has slight variations during 

the printing process. 

Intaglio stamp printing 

 

Intaglio is a family of printmaking techniques in which the image is incised into a surface known as plate or 

matrix. Normally, copper or steel plates are used as a surface. 

In intaglio stamp printing method, the area of the image to be printed is recessed into the surface of the printing 

plate and the recessed area is filled with ink. The incised image are etched or engraved with chemical tools. 

http://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/value-of-old-postage-stamps.html
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The incision is filled with ink and the excess ink is wiped from the plates with tarlatan cloth. High pressure and 

temperature is needed to transfer the ink to the stamp paper. Other forms of printing stamps that uses the 

intaglio process include gravure or engraving stamp printing process. 

Line engraving stamps 

 

Line engraving is a term for engraved images printed on stamp papers. It is a process the same with intaglio or 

relief printing. Postage stamp line engraving is made by carving into a plate. The plate could either be copper or 

steel. The ink is applied into the plate and the stamp paper is placed over the plate and both are run through the 

rollers of an intaglio press. 

Letterpress stamp printing method 

Letterpress is the oldest method of printing with equipment and images printed by relief type printing plates. It 

is the first method used in printing stamps way back 1840. 

The reverse & raised surface is inked and then pressed into a sheet of stamp paper to obtain a positive right-

reading image. Engraving/gravure stamp printing is where the ink is held in a recess etched or cut into the 

surface of a stamp printing plate. 

In gravure stamp printing process, the stamp printing plate has recesses/cells on its surface. This fills with ink 

as it passes through the ink trough. The excess ink on the surface is scraped off by the doctor blade. Enough ink 

is left at the recess. As the plate is rotated on a cylinder the stamp design is then transferred to the paper or 

other stamp material 

Every color has its own printing unit. The colors are comprised of black, cyan, magenta, and yellow. 
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Modern stamps engraving methods 

Electronic engraving is now used by printing modern stamps. Stamps printed with these new printing 

techniques possess high quality & fine resolutions. In contrast to lithography and photogravure, the lines and 

dots are hardly noticeable. 

Lithography stamp printing 

 

Lithography is a method for printing using a stone or a metal plate. The original litho printing used oil and 

water. But modern techniques were applied by using simple chemical processes to create an image. 

Lithography stamps possess this printing process: first, the stamp printing plate is affixed to a cylinder on a 

printing press. Dampening rollers apply water which covers the blank portion of the printing plate. Ink, which 

is hydrophobic, is then applied to the ink rollers. It repels to water and only adheres to the emulsion of the 

image area. 

In offset lithography stamp printing, if the image is directly transferred to the paper it would create a mirror 

image. The stamp paper would be too wet. Instead, the stamp design is chemically applied to the printing plate 

and the ink is transferred or "offset" to a secondary medium like rubber mat. 

The rubber mat squeezes away the water and picks up the ink and transfers it to the stamp paper with uniform 

pressure. The paper rolls across the rubber mat and the image is transferred to the paper. Because the stamp 

image is first offset to the secondary medium, thus this reproduction method is called offset lithography stamp 

printing. 
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Photogravure stamp printing 

Photogravure is an intaglio printmaking process in which photographic images are printed using forms of 

mechanized etching plates. The earliest forms of photogravure were developed in the 1830's. 

The stamp design in photogravure printing press is etched using a photographic process onto the cylinder. The 

process involves screening the image of the stamp. Photogravure stamp printing method has a wide variety of 

tones and produce rows of cells which make up the image. 

The unique tonal range comes from photogravure's variable depth of etch. The actual quantity and depth of ink 

wells are varied in a photogravure stamp plate. These are often blended into a smooth tone by the printing 

press. 

Postage stamp errors 

 

Error stamps are sometimes caused by the stamp printing process. Apparently, these error stamps do not show 

the intended appearance of the desired stamp but these stamps are most collected because of their rarity. 

Stamp collectors seek error postage stamps for their high value compared to ordinary stamps. 

Postal stamp errors include design error, value error, omission error, invert error, color error, paper error, and 

imperforate error. 

 

Courtesy: 2 clicks stamps.com 
 

http://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/types-of-error-stamps.html
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New Issues from other countries 
 

FAROE ISLANDS 
 

Cattle 
 

     
 

Issue date: 26.04.2021 
 

Endangered National Wildlife  

 
 

 
 

Issue date: 26.04.2021 

 
ISLE OF MAN 

 
John Ruskin – There is No Wealth But Life 

 

 
 

Issue date: 21.04.2021 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+  



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.63/May 2021 27 

Special Covers 
 

 

  
SAMBALPUR : 16 January 2021 

Inauuration of Philatelic Bureu, Sambalpur 
 

BERHAMPUR : 18 January 2021 

Sri Aurobindo Integral Education Centre 

  

HYDERABAD GPO : 10 February 2021 
Sadguru Shri Sevalal Maharaj 

 

 MARIKKUNNU : 13 February 2021 
Gender Park Complex 

 

  
AGRA : 19 February 2021 

Radhasoami Satsang Sabha, Dayalbagh 
 

SHIMLA : 16 February 2021 
Heritage Police Assistance Room, The Mall, Shimla 

 

  
JUNNAR, PUNE : 19 February 2021 

Shivyoga 
 

DHARAMSALA : 22 February 2021 
35th All India Postal Badminton Tournament 2020-21 
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KAKINADA : 26 February 2021 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 
DHARAMSALA : 26 February 2021 

Ice Hockey in Spiti Valley of Himachal Pradesh 
 

  
BARGARH : 27 February 2021 

Road Safety – Life Saving 
 

CUDDAPAH : 08 March 2021 
Telugu Poetess Aatukuri Molla 

 

  
SADASHIVNAGAR : 10 March 2021 

Department of Women and Child Development 
 

JODHPUR : 12 March 2021 
Toorji Ka Jhalra 

 

  
JAGADALPUR : 15 March 2021 

Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Narainpur 
 

ROURKELA : 19 March 2021 
National Institute of Technology, Rourkela 
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PURI : 27 March 2021 

100 Years of Mahatma Gandhi’s First Visit to Puri 
MUMBAI : 07 April 2021 

World Health Day 
 

  
  KAKINADA : 09 April 2021 

Indian Skimmer (Scissors Bill) 
 

KUJANG : 10 April 2021 
Bun Behari High School, Kujang 

 

  
AMRITSAR : 13 April 2021 

Homage to Martyr of Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 
 

ALLAHABAD : 13 April 2021 
91st Anniversary of Salt Satyagraha 

 

  
VELLORE : 15 April 2021 

Vellore Head Post Office Building-Golden Jubilee 
 

ALLAHABAD : 21 April 2021 
Model of Shri Ram Janmabhumi Mandir, Ayodhya 

 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All applicants should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

 

MAXIMAPHILY & POSTCARD EXHIBITION 
       

      International exhibitors are invited to 
participate in the 32nd Annual Maximaphily and 
Postcard exhibition organised by the 
Luxembourg Philatelic Federation (FSPL) to be 
held on July 24 & 25, 2021. Contct: Robert 
Grosch groschr@pt.lu  or Lars Bottger 
lars.boettger@bdph.de  
 
 

BANGABANDHU 2021 INTERNATIONAL 
PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

 

      Bangladesh Philatelic Federation is going to 
organise BANGABANDHU 2021 FIP sponsored 
International Philatelic Exhibition in Bangladesh 
which will be held at Dhaka on 15-18 December 
2021 to celebrate jointly with Mujib Borsho & 
Golden Jubilee of Bangladesh Independence.   
 

CAPEX-22 

 

      The first 
international one-
frame stamp 

championship 
exhibition Capex-
22 will take place 
at Metro Toronto 

Convention Centre, in Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
from 9 to 12 June, 2022. 
 
      The exhibition will host 400 frames of single-
frame exhibits as well as a literature competition. 
 
      The exhibition will be held under the 
patronage of the Federacion Interamericana de 
Filatelia (FIAF) and the recognition of the 
Federation International de Philatelie (FIP).   
 
      More details of the exhibition can be found on 
the website capex22.org  

 
 
 
 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

       

      400th Birth Anniversary of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur, P V Narasimha Rao. 
 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 
 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
http://timbrophily.com 

www.philamart.com 

www.collectorbazar.com 

www.stampsofindia.com  

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  

www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 

www.indianphilately.net 

www.exponet.info 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

www.philamirror.info 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

www.sipa.org.in 

www.philcent.com  

www.vadophil.org 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

www.mintageworld.com 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

www.samsshopping.com` 

www.worldwide-mint.com 

http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 

https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 

 

   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to 
be published in this bulletin.  Please send your write ups 
in MS Word only, to our email ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   
News and philatelic activities in your locality are also 
welcome.  Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send 
their brief reports on day to day activities. 

  

Editor 
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