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Mind Blowing Joint Issues - 2 
By Sreejesh Krishnan 

On the occasion of 30th anniversary of relationship of South Korea – Russia a set of stamps on 
Fauna – Bears - European brown bear and Asiatic black, released on 15th October 2020 

       
 

     
 

 

 

 

On the occasion of 70th anniversary of relationship of Philippines – Thailand a set of stamps on  
animals released on 14th June 2019 design of the stamps depicts on  Elephant and buffalo  

with  flags images of both the countries. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
  
      In India the first Philatelic Bureau was opened at Bombay on 21 June 1941. It was the only bureau 
functioning alone in British India.  After India’s independence nine more philatelic bureaus were opened 
on 15 August 1948 at Calcutta, Cuttack, Lucknow, Madras, Nagpur, New Delhi, Patna, Simla and 
Shillong. As the sales in these counters increased and demands from the other centres more philatelic 
bureaus were being opened in different parts of the country.  Thus nearly 100 philatelic bureaus were 
functioning in the country during 2019.  Meanwhile many philatelic bureaus have been renovated and 
upgraded to have a new look, spending a lot of money. 
  
      Of which 10 philatelic bureaus were closed on 24 August 2020. On 12 July 2021, India Post closed 
31 more philatelic bureaus in the country. It includes the first bureau at Nagpur (opened on 15.8.1948) 
and recently opened Bhagalpur and Sambalpur.  The reason they said to close the bureaus is due to 
its poor performance.  That means its revenue is less than expenditure. The less revenue is due to 
poor sales of materials.  One reason for poor sales is the high denomination of stamps being issued 
recently.  So the people decreased the quantity of materials they purchased. Another reason is that 
some issues are not available or not come in time when the collectors visit the bureau.  Regarding PD 
accounts no follow up is done after it opened.  Most of the school children are opening the PD account 
when a Philatelic Club is inaugurated at schools.  After sending two three issues of stamps the balance 
in the account became zero’.  There ends the job.  Thus the account became inoperative.  Here the 
philatelic societies should take the responsibility to help the postal department instead of pointing them 
out.  Societies can canvass more PD accounts, persuade the children to continue the PD account by 
renewing more money, engage in the philatelic activities of school clubs etc. 
 

      This closure action by India post disappointed the philatelists all over the country.  They suddenly 
woke up and protested against the decision. They started writing letters to the Philately Division to 
review the decision.  Here I am proud to say that the Ananthapuri Philatelic Association stood in front, 
even though the closure attempt was not touched in Kerala.  We were followed by many societies and 
philatelists started campaigning complaints to the postal department.  Some societies gave 
memorandum to Central Ministers, Chief Ministers and Members of Parliament.  Many newspaper 
reports came regarding this issue. 
  
      But I have regret to say that the federation of philatelic societies, the Philatelic Congress of India 
have not said a single word till now, against this irrational attitude.  I also wish to blame it on the 
Philatelic Advisory Committee which was not convened a single meeting after its reconstitution.  Mr. 
Sunder Bahirwani, one of the members of the Philatelic Advisory Committee, said that there has been 
no Advisory Committee Meeting since the last  more than two years. His term may end without 
attending a meeting. 
 
      The closure decision was taken by the department itself without consulting philatelists in the 
country.  Hence I request the Philately Division of the Department of Posts to have a mass discussion 
with philatelists, PCI and Philatelic Advisory Committee in this regard and reconsider the decision. 
 
      The Pandemic situation is not cleared in the country till now.  We know that the second wave of 
Covid19 took the lives of many people.  Of them some renowned philatelists and philatelic dealers are 
there.  Let us pray for them. 
 

 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 
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Readers’ Column 
 
Dear Editor, Mr. Nair, 
 
      Thank you for this excellent & most informative philatelic magazine. 
 
      I agree with your editorial about the stoppage of the issue of Brochures and reducing the quantity of First 
Day Covers. Both of these items are essential and very useful. In both the case, the price fully covers the cost 
then why not continue. The brochure serves the purpose of the story included in the stamp (picture). Dept. of 
Indian Post should reconsider their decision.  
 
      I liked this issue is especially for all articles in general and two specific - Scientists. 
 
      With best wishes and kind regards, 
 

Prakash Mody,  
Toronto, Canada. 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
      Once again another issue of the esteemed  magazine containing  good articles detailing about 
various  aspects of philately.  
 
      Only a small  issue I want to raise is that in the Article  on Covid19, the author  has mentioned  that  China 
is the second country  to have issued stamp on the prevailing pandemic (Covid19). However, it may be 
mentioned that Vietnam  is the second country  to have issued a stamp on this theme (March 31, 2020). 
Afterwards Isle of Man, Switzerland and Morocco had issued stamps on Covid 19 before China.  
 
      Regards,  

Swarup Shankar Basu  
 

Author’s reply appended below: 
 

Thankful to the reader for the valuable update. 
 
Regards, 
 
Kumar Biswas 
 

 

Dear Editor, 
 
      Greetings!  First of all, thank you so much for the digital copy of the 65th issue of Ananthapuri stamp bulletin. 
Since few months ago last year I'm getting this wonderful magazine, first time I have seen information regarding 
this magazine on  social media platform i.e Facebook than I contact through mail regarding e copy and got quick 
response and now getting regularly the same. By reading the editorial I got to know that India post has stopped 
issuing the brochures of stamps due to less popularity. Really this is disheartening news for Philately family 
because this is the authentic source of stamp history so postal department must rethink about this decision or 
at least issues  the digital copy of same so that fill the gap for information regarding new issued  stamp  The 
article regarding ISC website,  ,in knowledge section , how to remove old stamp, musician scientist and many 
more really interesting and knowledgeable. I am writing my first feedback because I am a child in the field of 
Philately. Hope in the coming days also connected with this wonderful family, Best wishes for the coming issue.  
 
      Thanking You 
 
      Best Regards 

Akhilesh Kumar 
Patna, Bihar 
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Association News 
 

DAK SEVA AWARD OF KERALA CIRCLE 2020 
       
      Our Life Member. Smt. Bhageerathy received Dak Seva Award of Kerala Circle for the year 
2020.  The award was given by Shri. Raja Rajan, Chief Postmaster General on 30 July 2021 at a 
function held at PMG Office, Thiruvananthapuram. Smt. Bhageerathy joined our Association from its 
formation.  She served about five years as in-charge of Thiruvananthapuram Philatelic Bureau, up to 
November 2020.   

 

 
 

      During her tenure she was very supportive to all philatelic activities.  Her dedicated work in this field 
was very appreciable.  We Ananathapuri Philatelic Association congratulate her for achieving this 
award. 
 

WINNER OF SAVPEX 
 
      Our life member Mr. Lokeswara Rao got 60 marks in Savpex 2021 – South African One Frame 
Virtual Philatelic Exhibition.  He exhibited “GB – Postal Cancellation of Post Office Numbers of England 
and Wales on Penny.”  Congratulations.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3RD DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
 

 
George Reynolds 

An eminent philatelist from Kochi 

 
Expired on 26-8.2018 

Advt. 
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ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 

 

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
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For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 

 

 

For details contact: 9387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
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News in Brief 
 
31 MORE PHILATELIC BUREAUS CLOSED 
 
      After the closure of 11 Philatelic Bureaus in 2020, India Post closed 31 more bureaus on 12 July 
2021.  The Director (Philately), Dak Bhawan, New Delhi, vide his letter No.P-46/8/2020-Phil-Part(1) 
dated 8 July 2021 instructed all Circles in the country to closed the following Philatelic Bureaus on the 
said date.  The letter also instructed to transfer the PD Accounts in the closed bureaus to the Circle 
Head Quarters. 
 

Sl. No. Circle Philatelic Bureau 

1 Andhra Pradesh Kurnool 

2 Bihar Muzaffarpur 

3 Bodhgaya S.O. 

4 Bhagalpur 

5 Chhattisgarh Bhilai 1 S.O. 

6 Bilaspur H.O. 

7 Gujarat Rajkot H.O. 

8 Haryana Gurgaon H.O. 

9 Jammu & Kashmir Jammu H.O. 

10 Leh H.O. 

11 Jharkhand B Deoghar H.O. 

12 Madhya Pradesh Gwalior City S.O. 

13 Jabalpur H.O. 

14 Maharashtra Nagpur G.P.O. 

15 Nashik H.O. 

16 Panaji H. O. 

17 Aurangabad H.O. 

18 North East Aizawal H.O. 

19 Imphal H.O. 

20 Kohima H.O. 

21 Odisha Cuttack G.P.O 

22 Sambalpur 

23 Tamil Nadu Pondicherry H.O. 

24 Tiruchirappalli H.O. 

25 Uttar Pradesh Allahabad H.O. 

26 Kanpur H.O 

27 Varanasi H.O. 

28 Gorakhpur H.O. 

29 Bareillu H.O. 

30 Uttarakhand Nainital H.O. 

31 West Bengal Port Blair H.O. 

 
      Of the above list two bureaus (Bhagalpur and Sambalpur) have operated less than six months. The 
reason for closure they said is due to the least performance of the bureaus.  The closure decision 
disappointed the philatelists in the country. 
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CENTRAL INDIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY ELECTED NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
      Central India Philatelic Society elected its new working committee. In a general meeting held on 
11th July 2021 at Usha Palace, Satna (M.P.), following office bearers were elected unanimously – 
 

President : Mr. Sudhir Jain 

Vice President : Mr. Uma Shankar Agarwal 

Secretary : Mr. Rajendra Agrawal “Shashi” 

Joint Secretary : Mr. Pankaj Pratap Singh 

Treasurer : Mr. Manmohan Maheshwari 

Joint Treasurer : Mr. Sachin Tolwani 

P.R.O. : Mr. Ravi Prakash Gupta 

Exhibition Convener:  Dr. Himanshu Agarwal 

Working Committee : Mr. Ashok Kumar Jain, Mr. Praveen Kumar Khatri, 

                                  Mr. Jinendra Kumar Jain, Mr. Surendra Kumar Gupta, 

                                  Mr. Udit Tiwari, Mr. Vinay Gupta. 

                                  Mr. Ashok Mahule, Mr. Azam Siddique.   

 

      In this meeting members decided to publish a book covering all the newspapers issued in Satna 

District since beginning. Mr. Sudhir Jain displayed collection of Permanent Pictorial Cancellations, Mr. 

Ravi Prakash Gupta displayed collection of unusual special covers like silk cover etc. Mr. Pankaj Pratap 

Singh and Mr. Sachin Tolwani displayed Pre & Post Independence one Rupee coins. Mr. Ashok Kumar 

Mohale exhibited “Gandhi Chavanni (Quarter Rupee)” which was minted in Satna in the year 1942 for 

collecting fund for independence movement.   

 

 
 

      It is worth to mention that Central India Philatelic Society was established in the year 1974 and 

organized many National level, State level and local Philatelic exhibitions at various places like Satna, 

Rewa, Bhilai, Korba, Khajuraho etc. Society arranged to issue 21 special covers and published 12 

souvenirs.   

 

      Meeting concluded with condolence to senior member Mr. Kuldeepak Oberai and Mrs. Usha Jain 

wife of founder member Mr. Ashok Kumar Jain.   
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U S POSTAL SERVICE ISSUED NASA SUN SCIENCE STAMPS 
 

      The U S Postal Service issued 20 stamps set of Sun Science on 18 June 2021.  The 20 Forever 

stamps depict ten images of solar activity captured by NASA’s Solar Dynamics Observatory (SDO), a 

spacecraft launched in February 2010 to keep a constant watch on the Sun from geosynchronous orbit 

above earth.  The images display common events on the Sun, such as solar flares, sunspots and 

coronal loops.  SDO has kept a constant eye on the Sun for over a decade. Outfitted with equipment  

 

to capture images of the Sun in multiple wavelengths of visible, ultraviolet, and extreme ultraviolet light, 

SDO has gathered hundreds of millions of images during its tenure to help scientists learn about how 

our star works and how its constantly churning magnetic fields create the solar activity we see.  The 

striking colours in these stamps do not represent the actual colours of the Sun as perceived by human 

eye sight.  Instead each image is colourised by NASA according to different wavelengths of visible 

ultraviolet and extreme ultraviolet light. As our closest star, the Sun is the only nearby star that humans 

are able to study in great detail, making it a vital source of data.  The stamps are printed with a foil 

treatment which adds a glimmer to the stamps. 

Courtesy: NASA 

APS LUFF AWARDS 2021 DECLARED 
 
      The American Philatelic Society 
has announced the 2021 recipients 
of the society’s Luff awards.  Ronald 
Lesher is being honoured with the 
Luff award for distinguished 
philatelic research, Darrell 
Ertzberger is being recognised for 
exceptional contributions to 
philately, and Alfredo Frohlich is to 
receive for outstanding service to 
the APS. 
 
      All three awards will be 
presented during a ceremony on August 14 at Great American Stamp Show in Rosemont, III 
 

Courtesy: APA 

   
Ronald Lesher Darrel Ertzberger Alfredo Frohlich 
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OLYMPHILAINDIA 2021 OPENED 
 
      OlymphilaIndia 2021, the first virtual philatelic exhibition on Olympic Games and Sports opened on 
23 July 2021.  There are eight exhibits under Invitee Class.  The competitive classes include Multi 
Frames, Single Frame and Single Page.  Under Multi Frames there are 23 entries, under Single Frame 
28 entries and under Single Page 19 entries are participating. The award ceremony will be held on 15 
August 2021, the last day of virtual exhibition.  Participation Certificate and Memento will be given to 

all exhibitors and the memento will be 
given to Multi Frame exhibitors. 
  
      The exhibition committee consists 
of Mr. Jagannath Mani as the 
Coordinator and three other 
philatelists named Ramu Srinivas, 
Naveen O.C. and Vineeth J as 
members.  Mr. Aditya Asthana 
designed the website which is one of 
the best and most beautiful virtual 
exhibition sites took place recently.  It 
is user-friendly also.  Hats off Aditya 
for your contribution. 

 
      To see the exhibition visit: https://www.olymphila.com/  
 
 
INDIAN PERFORMANCE IN SAVPEX 2021 
 
      South African One Frame Virtual Philatelic Exhibition hosted by The Philatelic Society of the Orange 
Free State under the auspices of the Philatelic Federation of South Africa was conducted from 22nd  – 
25th  July 2021 concluded successfully with announcement of Results. 
 
      The Exhibition was competitive “One Frame Virtual Exhibition” and open to all members of Societies 
affiliated to The Philatelic Federation of South Africa (PFSA) and all members of Federations affiliated 
to the Federation Internationale Philatelique (FIP) thus PCI was also invited to send entries from India.  
There were 117 exhibits in 12 class from 22 countries including 11 entries from India . Mr. Rajesh 
Paharia’s was appointed as its Co-ordinator and Jury from India.  
 
      Following are the details: 
 

Sl No Title of the exhibit Exhibitor Marks 

1 1st Aerial Post Mr Peeyush Khaitan 90 

2 Evolve – Beaks Capt. Vijay Wadhwa 87 

3 Portuguese India Dr Narendra Saboo  85 

4 Yoga Mr Aditya Singh 72 

5 Dewas War Contribution Stamp Mr O P Kedia 71 

6 Postal Message Service by Red Cross Mr Peeyush Khaitan 70 

7 GB – Postal Cancellation of Post Office Numbers of 
England and Wales on Penny 

Mr Lokeswar Rao 60 

8 Raft to Ice Breaker Ms Rajshekhar Revti 59 

9 Rabindranath Tagore Mr Joy Ghosh 56 

10 Black, Blue & Red Mr Sateesh Kumar 52 

11 Gandhi & Ahimsa Mr Shahid H Khan 51 

 
      Congratulations to exhibitors  

https://www.olymphila.com/
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A Journey Through Heritage Post Offices 
By Ganesh Prasad Chowdhary 

      The Journey through Heritage Post offices is fully romantic and mesmerising and fascinating. The 
modern postal history starts from the days when small company rooms at presidency offices of the 
East India Company formed in 1600 in London and entered India in 1610  and were used for receipt 
and despatch of mails for the company that are today Chennai GPO, Kolkata GPO and Mumbai GPO 
handling large mails and covering large area and population. 

 
      Madras GPO is one of the offices called as Presidency 
office, was opened on 1 June, 1786 in a building on the beach 
in Fort St. George square. It was shifted to a building in Fort. 
St. George, on 1 October, 1837. This post office is more than 
two hundred years old and presently serves a population 
about 6.5 lacs people covering an area 23.33 sq. Kms and 
handles 1 lakh mails daily. The Chennai GPO three stories 
building is 352 ft long and 162 ft wide and 125 ft tall twin 
towers. The building covers 6085 square meters (66000 sq ft) 

surface area and built in Indo-Saracenic style where it shifted in April 1884 British Architect Robert 
Chisholm designed the building. 
 
      The Bombay GPO, the two floors building has 12000 square 
meters work space which is one of the biggest not only in India but in 
the world. It handles more than 50000 address location daily including 
bulk deliveries. The counters of the post office oblige more than 25000 
customers for different services including despatching mails to about 
12,854 other post offices. Maharashtra and Goa Circle is manned 
50000 personals including 5000 women. The Postal Index Number 
(PIN) is 400001.  
 

      Calcutta GPO building was built in 1864 where old fort William once stood, which was eventually 
destroyed by Nawab of Bengal seized it in 1756. On 23 June 1757 led by Robert Clive in the Battle of 

Plassey and established control  over Bengal and entire 
subcontinent included Myanmar and Afghanistan and for the 
purpose of effective management of the affairs of the company, 
they established Presidencies.  
 
      These presidencies have their own courier services or postal 
system and they framed their own internal arrangements and 
fixed their own postal charges and public relation. Mail routes 
were walked or run by mail runners. Walter B Granville architect 
designed the GPO building,  a magnificent structure with  very 
attractive and almost one of the land marks in Calcutta, whose 
dome is 220 ft high and supported with Corinthian pillars with a 
cost of around 6,50,000 rupees.  

 
      The East India Company, in 1727, opened a post office in white area where the present High Court 
is located. Kolkata grew in the vicinity of the old post office street and is one of the largest cities.  
 

      The East India Company obtained permission from local Chieftain in Madras in 1639 and built a 
fort and established a settlement there. The East India Company carried on the administration by 
forming initially three Presidencies as administrative units in India viz., Bengal, Madras and Bombay. 
They purchased land at coastal area on the East Coast as well as on the West Coast for better 
commercial interests, communication and transport where they also built harbours, forts, established 
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factories and settlements for its trade activities. They needed strong mode of communication between 
these centres where by opening a mail section in small rooms everywhere in company offices started 
receipt and despatch of mails between these factories and trading centres. Mails were despatched by 
foot runners (Harkara) accompanied by torch bearer (mashalchi), and drummer (dolikiya). The distance 
they covered, where they exchanged closed mail bags inward or outward were called stages. In the 
beginning the postal services was limited to the company needs and its staff the European servants 
and the cost was borne by the Company up to 1774. 
 
      Gradually it expanded and turned into post offices in 
course of time and  required large number of mails to handle 
with the victory of the  British East India company over Nawab 
of Bengal and Lord Robert Clive took much initiative in 1766 
to improve the services. The first regular post office came 
nearly eight years later when the Calcutta GPO was 
established under Sir Warren Hastings, who, along with Lord 
Robert Clive, had laid the strong foundations of the British rule 
in India.  
 
      In 1773 company after having diwani (to collect land 
revenue right) Calcutta was made capital and Warren 
Hastings became Governor General and three presidencies 
became provinces under him and the post of the presidents 
became as Governors.  60% territories of Indian subcontinent 
rules by the company were provinces and 4% princely states 
were under treaty relations.  
                                                                                                                         Warren Hastings 
     Warren Hastings Governor General established an organised postal system, which was opened for 
public use in Bengal Presidency. Calcutta General Post Office (GPO) was opened on 1 April, 1774. 
Governors of other two presidencies on the line made similar arrangement.                                                                                                   
                                                                                                               
      He (Warren Hastings) by various decisions on17 January, 1774 improved postal services and made 
several changes, which served the company as well as the general public. For the purpose of exchange 
with trade centres at different place in the Bengal Province, four divisions were created for expeditious 
despatch and receipt of mails between Calcutta and Ganjam 358 miles in 42 stages. Southern division  
covered an area from Madras North to Ganjam jurisdiction of under Madras Presidency.  
 
      Northern Division from Calcutta to Patna via Murshidabad covered 398 miles with 48 stages, for 
Bihar and upper India. The route up to Danapur was required for the cantonment stationed there.  
 
      The Western Division was set up from Patna to Benaras via Hazaribaugh, covering 165 miles with 
19 stages.  Eastern Division covered the eastern direction from Calcutta to Dacca (now Dhaka, the 
capital of Bangladesh), covering 179 miles with 21 stages, for lower Bengal for commercial as well as 
administrative needs.  
 
      Warren Hastings introduced many postal reforms including opening of the Imperial post offices for 
the route quick transport and communication system throughout the British India. He also introduced 
charging the private letters sent through the post offices in shape of postage stamps covered the cost 
of conveyance. 

      The three presidencies or the provinces have their own Postmaster General and functioned 
independently in making mail arrangements and mail routes and framing rules, regulation and postal 
charges based on distance and weight.  In Madras Presidency, a regular public postal system was 
introduced by the opening of Madras GPO on 1 June, 1786. Bombay GPO was subsequently 
established in 1794. At that time, some princely states, like Hyderabad, Mysore, Travancore and 
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Cochin, etc. had their own postal system where the post offices opened by the East India Company 
also known as Imperial post office. 
 
      During this period, mails were exchanged between company factories Madras and Calcutta by 
tappy peons (foot runners) one stage after the other stages up to Ganjam in Madras North to Ganjam 
Division covering 700 miles under Madras Presidencies and from where to Calcutta by Calcutta to 
Ganjam Division runners covering 358 miles under Calcutta Presidency.   
 
      The divisions in Madras presidency or province were created during company raj were from Madras 
North to Ganjam, Madras South to Anjengo, Madras West to Vellore, Cross Roads: Ganjam, Aska, 
Sheally, Nagapatnam,, Masulipatnam    and  Nellore.  Deputy postmasters were appointed at the 
following stations:  
 
Masulipatam, Ganjam, Tanjore and Anjengo.   
 
      Similar Arrangement were made in 1775, a surface route between Madras-Bombay was 
established, for exchange of mails between Madras to Bombay via Masulipatnam and through Nizam`s 
dominion. Those mails received or despatched through sea sent and received by bullock cart and then 
after by boats up to and from the steamer harbour.  
 
      The post of Postmaster General Madras presidency framed Post Office Rules, regulations and 
postage from all mailers except on company service. The rate were fixed in Madras as such single 
letter for every 100 miles 1 Fanam. And other letters in proportion according to their weight were 
charged, which were cheaper than the Bengal province. A very popular and attractive stamp was 
depicted featuring the building in 1986. 
 
      The Bombay GPO was established in 1794 by the postmaster general of Bombay Presidency, 
Charles Elphinstone. Before it, Mumbai had an agency post office of the British East India Company, 
which received the mails and delivered and despatched mails to its different location by runners untill 
motorised or railway connection from August 1688 were started. Leased post offices were opened in 
Bombay, Surat and other places discretely. 
 
      The Bombay post office functioned in congeries of small buildings near Apollo pier. After the 
building was burnt in built in fire, it shifted to departmental building newly created thereafter, but was 
not spacious as per volume of mails handled and its business requirement. Accordingly John Bech 
Architect designed the present building as per need which he modelled on the famous Gol Gumbaz of 
Bijapur in Karnataka. In 1902, and was completed taking time from1904 to 1913.  
 
      The new building was a magnificent example of the Indo-Saracenic style adopted by the British in 
India which reflects and exhibits a strong influence of Islamic or Mughal architecture in its skyline 
dominated by domes and minarets.  At regular intervals, the Post Office buildings were built in local 
grey Kurla Basalt with dressings of yellow stone from Malad and white stone from Dhragandhara 
(Gujrat) and had sufficient space for increased postal work.  
 
      The central hall is 120 feet in height to the great dome 65 feet diameters on the structure and is the 
biggest in Mumbai and is listed as Grade-I heritage structure under heritage regulation of Greater 
Bombay 1995.  
 
      The postal service faced a big loss in 1850 on the Bombay Karachi route. Sir Bartle Frere the 
Provincial Commissioner of Sind in the Western Frontier Province improved and popularised the public 
and introduced cheap postal system including other important reforms between 1851 and 1855. He 
introduced first paper stamps on 1st July 1852 used within the province of Sind which was known as 
the ‘Scinde District Dawk’ stamps. 
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Scinde Dawk Stamps 
 

      The district postal service in the North Western Frontier Provinces improved upon considerably in 
Sind with the active assistance of Edward Lees Coffrey, Postmaster of Karachi (in Sind Province), all 
government offices in Sind became a district post office for stamped letters.  

 
      The postal department depicted a very 
attractive designed stamps on 28.12.1994 in 
denomination of 600p commemorating its bi-
centenary. 

 

      The Indian Post Office was recognised as 
an independent organisation on 1st October 
1854 when it became an important hub for 

mail exchange. A post office was opened at Patna under the Postmaster General Calcutta where a Dy. 
Postmaster was posted to manage the affairs of the postal network. 
 
      The Postage charges were determined which a general public had to pay in cash based on distance 
that was 2 Annas for per 100 miles for a single sheet. For additional sheet or higher weight 
proportionately were payable. 
 
      It is said that at Patna post office was the first to realise postage through a prepaid metal token 
made of copper value of 2 Annas. A customer had to obtain the token first by paying the amount and 
had to tender with the mail. The Copper token was trucked by a local 
goldsmith which is recognised as first postal stamp of the world. It in scripted 
“Azimabad Dak Do Anni” in Persian in one side and Two Anna’s in English 
in the other side. It was first sold on 31st March 1774.  In addition and just 
immediately another copper token was brought into use with its price as Ek 
anni in Persian and ONE ANNA in English. It was not recognised as coin 
for other purpose. Many people have doubt about the existence of the token 
but in the International Stamp Exhibition in connection with Indian Postage 
stamps centenary 1954, no specimen metal token were displayed there. But 
Dr Parmeshwar Lal Gupta a renowned numismatist and then curator 
produced a catalogue of American dealer which brought in the notice of the 
Director of National Museum Delhi.  He had procured the same for national 
Museum in 1960.  The Copper ticket was featured on a stamp released on 
25.01.1980.  

 
 
 
 
 
GANESH PRASAD CHOWDHARY 
Retired Dy. Postmaster, Ranchi GPO 
Email: chdhrygp@gmail.com  
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Pre dated FD cancellations 
Air Vice Marshal PK Kuruvilla VSM 

 
      As I was arranging my collections, I came across  a pre dated  FD cancellation from 2 CBPO. which 
I think has not been reported earlier. The FDC is issued on  09.03.2012. However the cancellations by 
2CBPO is dated 17.02.2012. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
      Here is another pre dated Issue of FDC by New Delhi GPO. The 
date of issue of 2015  International Day of Yoga was 21.06.2015. The 
tied cancellation on the brochure is of that day. The FDC on the hand 
is cancelled with date 18.04.2015. I do not think that this was reported 
earlier. The beauty is that both the FDC and Brochure are cancelled 
by New Delhi GPO ( Philatelic Bureau) but on different dates.  
 

  
 

 

Pre dated FDC 
 

Normal FDC 
 

Pre dated FDC 
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Indian Musicians in Postage Stamps 
By Narendra Panchal, Virar, Mumbai 

 
Continued from previous issue: 
 

 

Allauddin Khan : also known as Baba Allauddin Khan (ca. 1862 – 6 
September 1972)was a Bengali shorodi and 
multi-instrumentalist, composer and one of the 
most renowned music teachers of the 20th 
century in Indian classical music. He was 
awarded the Padma Vibhushan, India's 
second highest civilian honour in 1971, and 
prior to that in 1954, the Sangeet Natak 
Akademi awarded him with its highest honour, 
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship for lifetime contribution to Indian 

music.In 1935, he toured Europe, along with Uday Shankar's ballet troupe, and later also worked at his 
institute, 'Uday Shankar India Culture Centre' at Almora for a while. During his lifetime, he composed 
several ragas and laid the foundation of a modern Maihar gharana. Amongst his recordings which are 
rare, the most important ones are those he recorded with the All India Radio in 1959–60. 
 
Musiri Subramania Iyer : (April 9, 1899 - March 25, 1975) was a Carnatic 

vocalist who's stage performing career spanned the 
1920s to the 1940s. After retirement from the stage, he 
remained an iconic figure in Carnatic music as a 
dedicated teacher and leader in the Carnatic community. 
His bhava-laden renditions of Carnatic songs have 
become the measuring stick for generations of Carnatic 
vocalists. Musiri Subramania Iyer is one of the giants of 
Carnatic music in this century. 

 
A. Vaidyanatha Iyer : (1890-1955), also known as Madurai Vaidyanatha Iyer or Ayyar was an Indian 

activist, politician and freedom-fighter who spearheaded 
the temple entry movement in Madras Presidency in 
1939.Vaidynatha Iyer was born in Thanjavur in then 
Madras Presidency in 1890. His Parents are Arunachalam 
Iyer and Lakshmi Ammal in a Tamil Brahmin family. He 
entered the Indian independence movement in 1922 when 
he participated in the Non-Cooperation Movement. He 
also participated in the Vedaranyam Salt Satyagraha 

(1930) and the Quit India Movement of 1942 
 
Haafiz Ali Khan : (1888–1972) was an Indian Sarod player.[1] He was a tall figure in twentieth-century 

sarod music. A fifth-generation descendant of the 
famous Bangash Gharana of sarod players, Haafiz 
Ali was known for the lyrical beauty of his music and 
the crystal-clear tone of his strokes. The occasional 
critic has, however, observed that Khan's 
imagination was often closer to the semi-classical 
thumri idiom than the austere dhrupad style 
prevalent in his times. Son and disciple of the Sarod 

superstar Nanneh Khan, He grew up in a community of Sarod players, it is likely that he studied with 
his father and a number of his proximate disciples. 
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Ghantasala Venkateswara Rao : (1922–1974) was a Legendary & distinguished Indian playback 
singer and music composer of Telugu films and many 
other languages such as Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam, 
Tulu and Hindi. He was the recipient of the Padmashree 
award, India's fourth highest civilian award. For nearly 
more than a quarter of a century, he was the distinguished 
voice of Telugu films. He composed exemplary music for 
more than 100 movies in Telugu, Tamil and Kannada 
films. He composed and sang the Bhagavad Gita just 

before his death in 1974, a rendition which became highly acclaimed. 
 

Bade Ghulam Ali Khan: (Devanagari:बड़े ग़ुलाम अली खान, Shahmukhi:  بڑے غلام علی 

 was a Hindustani classical (c. 2 April 1902 – 25 April 1968) (خان
vocalist, from the Patiala gharana. Khan was born in Kasur, then 
in the Punjab province in British India; after partition, Kasur 
became a part of Pakistan. His father was a famous singer, Ali 
Baksh Khan, in a West Punjabi family of musical heritage. 
 
 

 
Lalon also known as Lalon Sain, Lalon Shah, or Lalon Fakir: (c. 1774–1890), was a Bengali Baul 

saint, mystic, songwriter, social reformer and thinker. In 
Bengali culture he has become an icon of religious tolerance 
whose songs inspired and influenced many poets and social 
and religious thinkers including Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi 
Nazrul Islam, and Allen Ginsberg - though, as he "rejected all 
distinctions of caste and creed", he was both praised and 
criticized in his lifetime and after his death. His disciples 

mostly live in Bangladesh and West Bengal. He founded the institute known as 
Lalon Akhdah in Cheuriya, about 2 km. from Kushtia railway station. He is also 
regarded as the founder of the Baul music. 
  
Allah Jilai Bai : (1 February 1902 – 3 November 1992) was a folk singer from Rajasthan, India. Born 

in Bikaner to a family of singers, by the age of 10 she was singing 
in the Durbar of Maharaja Ganga Singh. She took singing lessons 
from Ustad Hussain Baksh Khan and later on from Achhan 
Maharaj. She was well versed in Maand, Thumri, Khayal and 
Dadra. Perhaps her best-known piece is Kesaria Balam. In 1982, 
the Indian Government awarded her the Padma Shri in Arts field, 
one of the highest civilian awards. She has been also awarded 
by Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1988 for Folk Music.  

 
 
Taḷḷapāka Annamācārya :(or Annamayya)(May 22, 1408 – February 14, 1503) 

was a 15-century Hindu saint and is the earliest known Indian 
musician to compose songs called sankirtanas in praise of the 
god Venkateswara, a form of Vishnu. The musical form of the 
keertana songs that he composed, which are still popular among 
Carnatic music concert artists, have strongly influenced the 
structure of Carnatic music compositions. Annamacharya is 
remembered for his saintly life, and is honoured as a great 
devotee of Vishnu by devotees and saintly singers. He is 

believed to have been the avatar of Nandaka, the sword of Vishnu. He is widely 
regarded as the Andhra Pada kavitā Pitāmaha (grand old man of Telugu song-writing). 
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V. Lakshminarayana : was the Professor of Music from Kerala, India. He 
was born in Kerala in 1911 and became professor of 
music at the age of 29. His sons L. Vaidyanathan, L. 
Subramaniam and L. Shankar are also a notable 
musicians. He performed the violin in many World Music 
Festivals of Cal-State University, Whitter College Music 
Academy of Los Angeles. He was honoured with many 
awards and titles including the ̀ Sangeetha Chakravarthy’ 
conferred by the Indian Music Circle USA. Prof. Lakshminarayana Iyer served as a 

Visiting Professor and artiste in Universities abroad. He was a Visiting Professor in California Institute 
of the Arts Valencia, California. He composed many kirtanas and also cittasvaras to the compositions 
of his composer daughter Ganam. He died in 1990. 
  
Madurai Shanmukhavadivu Subbulakshmi : 16 September 1916 – 11 

December 2004), also known as M.S., was a renowned 
Carnatic vocalist. She was the first musician ever to be 
awarded the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian 
honour. She is the first Indian musician to receive the 
Ramon Magsaysay award, often considered Asia's 
Nobel Prize, in 1974 with the citation reading "Exacting 
purists acknowledge Srimati M. S. Subbulakshmi as the 
leading exponent of classical and semi-classical songs in the Karnataka tradition of 
South India. Subbulakshmi gave her first public performance, at the age of eleven, 

in the year 1927, in the 100 pillar hall inside the Rockfort Temple, Tiruchirappalli; with Mysore Chowdiah 
on the violin and Dakshinamurthy Pillai on the mridanga 
 
 
Pankaj Mullick,: also known as Pankaj Kumar Mullick Pôngkoj Kumar 

Mollik; 10 May 1905 – 19 February 1978) was a Bengali 
Indian music director, who was a pioneer of film music in 
Bengali cinema and Hindi cinema at the advent of 
playback singing, as well as an early exponent of 
Rabindra Sangeet. He was awarded the Padma Shri in 
1970,followed by the Dadasaheb Phalke Award (India's 
highest award in cinema, given by the Government of 
India) in 1972 for lifetime contribution to Indian cinema. This led to Pankaj Mullick's 
lasting interest in Rabindra Sangeet. Rabindranath Tagore, in turn, grew fond of him, 
and soon Mullick became known as one of the leading exponents of Tagore's songs. 

 
 
Sachin Dev Burman: was born on 1 October 1906 was an Indian music 

composer. He was one of the most well-renowned 
Bollywood film music composers. S D Burman 
composed music for over 100 movies, including Hindi 
and Bengali films. Apart from being a versatile 
composer, he also sang songs in light semi classical 
and folk style of Bengal. His Son Rahul Dev Burman 
was also a celebrated music composer for Bollywood 
films. S.D. Burman's compositions have been mainly sung to a large extent by the 
likes of Lata Mangeshkar, Mohammed Rafi, Geeta Dutt, Manna Dey, Kishore 

Kumar, Hemant Kumar, Asha Bhosle and Shamshad Begum. Mukesh and Talat Mahmood have also 
sang songs composed by him. He also sang about 14 Hindi and 13 Bengali film songs. 
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Bismillah Khan : 21 March 1913 – 21 August 2006), often referred to by the 
honorific title Ustad, was an Indian musician 
credited with popularising the shehnai, a 
subcontinental wind instrument of the oboe 
class. While the shehnai had long held 
importance as a folk instrument played 
primarily during traditional ceremonies, Khan 
is credited with elevating its status and 
bringing it to the concert stage. He was awarded India’s highest civilian 

honour, the Bharat Ratna, in 2001, becoming the Third classical musician after M. S. Subbulakshmi 
and Ravi Shankar to be accorded this distinction. 
 
Walajapet Venkataramana Bhagavatar: (1781-1874) was one of the important 

disciples of Saint Thyagaraja, who had 30 
direct disciples instrumental in propagating his 
compositions. This consequently resulted in 
popularising Thyagaraja's krithis to a wider 
circle of music lovers. Walajapet 
Venkatarama Bhagavatar and his son, 
Walajapet Krishnaswamy Bhagavatar 
belonged to the Walajapet school of sishya 
parampara. The other two, being the Tillaisthanam school, 

championed by Rama Iyengar and the Umayalpuram school represented by two brothers- Sundara 
and Krishna Bhagavatars. Besides these three schools, several other disciples learnt music from 
Thyagaraja individually. For example, Veena Kuppaiyer was an established vidwan even before he 
came to learn some krithis from Thyagaraja. 
 
Thiruvavaduthurai Thirumarugal Natesapillai Rajarathinam Pillai: (27 August 

1898 – 12 December 1956) was a Carnatic musician in 
South India, a Nadaswaram maestro and a vocalist. He was 
known as TNR. He redesigned the traditional Nagaswaram 
instrument, replacing the timiri with the bari nayanam for 
instance. He was titled by fans as Nadaswara Chakravarthi 
(Emperor of Nadaswaram) At the age of 16 Rajarathnam 
became a fixture at temple pujas, paving the way for his 
appointment as Adheena Vidwan. His debut performance 
was at Madras in 1919. He starred in the Tamil movie, 
Kalamegam, directed by Ellis R Dungan (released in 1940). 
He introduced the tambura as a drone in Nagaswaram concerts and was the first 

musician to play the wind instrument sitting down, and was the first one to wear a shirt. 
 
Veenai Dhanammal : (1867–1938) was a highly accomplished Carnatic 

musician, and the torchbearer of the 
school of Carnatic music that goes by her 
name. She was both a vocalist and a 
performer on the veenai. The prefix 
"Veenai" in her name is an indicator of 
her exceptional mastery of that 
instrument. Dhanammal was born in 
George Town, Madras (now Chennai), into a family of professional 
musicians and dancers. In addition to training by her family members, 

Dhanammal also learned from Walajapet Balakrishna Das ("Padam Baladas"), a blind musician who 
was a repository of the padams of Kshetrayya, and Satanur Pancanatha Iyer. 
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Ravi Shankar :7 April 1920 – 11 December 2012, his name often 
preceded by the title Pandit, 
was an Indian musician who 
was one of the best-known 
exponents of the sitar in the 
second half of the 20th 
century as well as a composer 
of Hindustani classical music. 
Shankar was born in Varanasi and spent his youth touring 
Europe and India with the dance group of his brother Uday 
Shankar. He gave up dancing in 1938 to study sitar playing 
under court musician Allauddin Khan. After finishing his 
studies in 1944, Shankar worked as a composer, creating 
the music for the Apu Trilogy by Satyajit Ray, and was music 

director of All India Radio, New Delhi, from 1949 to 1956.Shankar was awarded India's highest civilian 
honour, the Bharat Ratna. 
 

Bhimsen Joshi : Bhimsen Gururaj Joshi (Kannada: ಪಂಡಿತ್ ಭೀಮಸ ೀ ೀನ ಜ ೀ ೀಷಿ, Marathi: भीमस़ेन 

जोशी; 4 February 1922 – 24 January 2011) was 

an Indian vocalist in the Hindustani classical 
tradition. He is known for the khayal form of 
singing, as well as for his popular renditions of 
devotional music. In 1998, he was awarded the 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship the highest 
honour conferred by Sangeet Natak Akademi, 
India's National Academy for Music, Dance and Drama. Subsequently 
received the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian hon-our, in 2008. 

 

D.K. Pattammal : Damal Krishnaswamy Pattammal (Tamil: தாமல் கிருஷ்ணசுவாமி 
பட்டம்மாள், 28 March 1919 – 16 July 2009) was 

a prominent Carnatic musician and a playback 
singer for film songs in many Indian languages. She 
along with her contemporaries M. S. Subbulakshmi 
and M. L. Vasanthakumari were popularly referred 
to as the Female trinity of Carnatic Music. This trio 
initiated the entry of women into main-stream 
Carnatic Music. She has been appreciated all over 
the world by Carnatic music lovers. 
 

 

Gangubai Hangal : Gangubai Hangal: (Kannada: ಗಂಗ ಬಾಯಿ ಹಾನಗಲ್, 5 March 1913 – 21 July 2009) 

was an Indian singer of the khyal genre of 
Hindustani classical music, who was known 
for her deep and powerful voice. Hangal 
belonged to the Kirana gharana. Hangal's 
mother's family was considered to be of low 
social status and for women of her 
generation singing was not considered 
appropriate employment; Hangal struggled 

against this prejudice and made a career. She performed all over India 
and for All India Radio stations until 1945. Hangal had initially performed light classical genres, 
including bhajan and thumri, but concentrated on khyal. 
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Kumar Gandharva : Kumar Gandharva or Shivaputra Siddharamayya Komkalimath (Hindi : क़ु मार ्
गन्धर्व, Kannada ಕುಮಾರ ಗಂಧರ್ವ, 8 April 1924 - 12 January 

1992) was a Hindustani classical singer, well known for 
his unique vocal style and his refusal to be bound by the 
tradition of any gharana. The name Kumar Gandharva is 
a title given to him when he was a child prodigy; a 
Gandharva is a musical spirit in Hindu mythology 
 

Vilayat Khan : Ustad Vilayat Khan (Bengali: ণ্ডিলায়েত খাাাাঁ , 28 August 1928 – 13 March 2004) was one of 

India's well known sitar maestros. He was one of the 
great pioneers of his generation to introduce Indian 
Classical Music to the West, along with Ravi Shankar, 
Ali Akbar Khan, Nikhil Banerjee and his younger 
brother Imrat Khan. Widely regarded by many as the 
greatest sitarist of his generation, he recorded his first 
78-RPM disc at the age of 8, and gave his last concert 

in 2004 at the age of 75. 
 

Mallikarjun Mansur : Mallikarjun Bheemarayappa Mansur (Kannada: ಮಲಿ್ಲಕಾರ್ೀುರ್ನ ಮನಸ ರ, 31 

December 1910 – 12 September 1992) was an Indian 
classical singer of the khyal style in the Jaipur-Atrauli 
gharana of Hindustani classical music. He received all three 
national Padma Awards, the Padma Shri in 1970, Padma 
Bhushan in 1976, and Padma Vibhushan, the second 
highest civilian honour given Government of India in 1992. 
In 1982, he was awarded the Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Fellowship, the highest honour conferred by the Sangeet Natak Akademi, India's 

National Academy of Music, Dance & Drama. 
 
Ali Akbar Khan : Ali Akbar Khan (Bengali: আলী আণ্ডির খাাাাঁ , 14 April 1922 – 18 June 2009), often referred 

to as Khansahib or by the title Ustad 
(master), was a Hindustani classical 
musician of the Maihar gharana, known for his 
virtuosity in playing the sarod. Khan was 
instrumental in popularising Indian 
classical music in the West, both as a 
performer (often in conjunction with Sitar 

maestro Ravi Shankar), and as a teacher. He established a music school in Calcutta in 1956, and the 
Ali Akbar College of Music in 1967, which is now located in San Rafael, California and has a branch in 
Basel, Switzerland. Khan also composed several classical ragas and film scores. He was a 
Distinguished Adjunct Professor of Music at the University of California, Santa Cruz. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Narendra Panchal - India- Mumbai(Virar) 
Narenn2k@yahoo.com 
YouTube Channel: N2K PHILATELY AND NUMISMATIC 
Source: websites – Individual Wikipedia 
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Obituaries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RAJESH AGGARWAL 
Philatelic Dealer 

Kolkata 
Expired on 15.7.2021 

 SUNDER RAJ 
Philatelic Dealer 

Bengaluru 
Expired on 24.7.2021 

 

C S NAIR 
Philatelic Dealer 

Kollam 
Expired on 25.7.2021 

 

Our heartfelt condolences.  May the departed souls rest in peace 
 

 
 

 

 

WANTED - IN SINGLE OR BLOCK OF FOUR 
 

THE BRITISH INDIA SG.258 - 12a. Armstrong Whitworth A.W.27 Ensign 1 mail plane USED IN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offers may send to Email: jomingeorge7@gmail.com or Call: 9447804470 
 

 

 
 
 

A. CONVENTION STATES 
 

1. Overprinted CHAMBA STATE (SG.93) 

2. Overprinted JIND STATE (SG.120) 

3. Overprinted NABHA STATE (SG.88) 
 

B. USED ABROAD 
 

1. Overprinted KUWAIT (SG.46) 

2. Overprinted BAHARIN (SG.31) 
 

 

mailto:jomingeorge7@gmail.com
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Stamps Go Digital 
By Atish Kumar Jain 

 

      With the innovative crypto stamp, Austrian Post is for the first time offering a stamp which also 
exists as a digital asset (crypto collectible) in the Ethereum blockchain, and is thus breaking completely 
new ground. 
 
      The blockchain is a special form of decentralised data storage. For this, data are not stored in a 
single computer centre but are distributed across many independent computers. A sophisticated 
mechanism ensures that completed transactions cannot be subsequently manipulated. Using the QR 
code printed on the stamp, the owner can look at the digital version of his/her crypto stamp in the 
Ethereum blockchain and then transfer it to other users. 
 

The Crypto Stamp 
 
      The crypto stamp on the one hand comprises the physical stamp which you can remove from the 
mini sheet along the perforated line and use for postage like any “normal” stamp. The second part of 
the sheet contains (in addition to the stamp), concealed under a scratch-off layer, access data (address 
and private key) to a so-called wallet, a “virtual wallet”. This contains the associated digital crypto 
stamp. In the Ethereum blockchain everybody can see which wallet address the digital crypto stamp is 
assigned to. However, the identity of the owner of this wallet address is not visible. 
 

 
 
      Only the owner of the private key belonging to the wallet can access the crypto stamp. On the mini 
sheet this code is given in the form of a “secret word list” which is revealed after scratching off the 
coating on the third section. This code enables the owner to access the pre-configured wallet address 
and also to transfer the stamp to other wallets. Every transfer of ownership is irreversibly documented 
in the blockchain so that legal ownership can always be proven. 
 
      The unicorn depicted on the stamp block has a symbolic meaning: successful start-up companies 
valued at least one billion US dollars are referred to as unicorns in the world of business as they are 
just as rare as these mythical creatures. The unicorn is also the heraldic animal used to represent the 
Ethereum community. 
 

That’s how it works 
 
      Scan the QR code with your mobile phone camera or a QR code app. Alternatively, enter the code 
[1]. Now you see the unique digital version of your brand. 
 
      Your digital crypto stamp is in a preconfigured wallet. The address of this digital “purse” is below 
the scratchpad for your information [2]. The blockchain records which wallet a particular crypto stamp 
belongs to. So there is a unique certificate of authenticity that can prove that you are the current owner 
of this Collectibles. A cash discount of the transaction balance in the wallet is not possible. 
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      With the code [3] you can also transfer your Crypto Stamp to another wallet. For this you need the 
so-called Secret Word List. You can see this when you scrub code [3].Keep this code well and do not 
share it with others, it is the password to your Blockchain Wallet. 
 
      When you retrieve your crypto stamp using the QR code scanner or code [1] you will see an 
illustration of the crypto stamp in five colour mutations. 
 
      These colour mutations determine the rarity of your Crypto Stamp. 
 

The distribution pyramid 
 
“Collectables” scattering 
Red mark 1000 
Yellow mark 6667 
Blue mark 13333 
Green brand 26667 
Black mark 52333 
 
      The third series of Austria Post Launches Crypto Stamp is strictly limited edition.  Only 100000 
pieces are issued with a face value of 9.90 Euro depicting whale on it.   
 

   
 
 
      As with the motifs from last year, this animal is also at home in the crypto world: Anyone who owns 
large amounts of crypto assets is referred to in the scene as a “whale”. While there are fewer and fewer 
marine mammals, the number of crypto whales is steadily increasing. These really “big fish” are called 
such because their decisions make waves in crypto markets. 
 
      The NFC-supported authenticity check of the crypto stamp and the higher security standard of the 
physical stamp are new. In addition, improvements with regard to transaction costs (gas fee) were 
implemented. 
 
Reference:  https://shop.crypto.post.at/ 
                    Wikipedia 

 

https://shop.crypto.post.at/
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Knowledge Bank 

Famous stamp collectors 
 

List of popular stamp collectors all over the world, American philatelists, and 
celebrities collecting stamps 
 
People from all walks of life can enjoy stamp collecting. Whether you are a president, a prince, a rock 
star, or someone insignificant, philately gives you an option to appreciate the little things in life. 
 
Through the years, the history of philately has been shaped by ardent stamp collectors who find joy 
in gathering postage stamps and studying the types of philately. 
 
 
Famous philatelists from around the world 
 

Prince Rainer III of Monaco believes that postage stamps are “the best ambassadors of a country,” 
that is why he takes time and great effort to collect Monegasque stamps. Prince Rainier’s philatelic 
collection also holds the most valuable postage stamp from the Principality of Monaco, the 5fr stamp 
of Charles III. 
 
Ad Indusophon, this lady is a well-known philatelist from Siam. She built a foundation in Thailand to 
promote youth philately. Her Cape of Good Hope Triangular stamp collection won the International 
Grand Prix in Toronto in 1996. 
 
Anatoly Karpov, the former world chess champion is also a popular stamp collector specializing in 
chess and Olympics-themed stamps. His famous stamp collection ranges from the commemorative 
stamps of the first modern Olympic Games in Athens up to the 1928 Amsterdam Olympics. 
 
Cyril Harmer was the chairman and managing director of the Harmers Auction House from 1967 to 
1976. As a famous stamp collector, he assembled the finest collection of Newfoundland airmail 
stamps containing the notorious Newfoundland overprinted stamps. His well-known stamp collection 
sold for £803,000 on February 2002. 
 
Dr. Arthur Woo, this prominent philatelist is reputed for his unique topical stamp collection about 
classic birds. Woo’s famous stamp collection featured the Western Australia Swan, the Guatemalan 
quetzal, the Colombia Andean condor, and the American eagle. 
 
Hiroyuki Kanai is a notable postage stamp collector famed for possessing six of the 27 Mauritius 
error stamps. This is the greatest number ever to be owned by one person. Kanai received numerous 
awards for being a famous philatelist, like the 1988 National Grand Prix award for his Finland stamp 
collection. 
 
Pichai Buranasombati is one of Britain’s top postage stamp collectors. His famous philatelic 
collection of the Malayan Straits Settlement stamps won the Singapore National Grand Prix in 1995. 
His notable Burmese stamps collection was hailed in the Indepex National Grand Prix in 1997. 
 
 
Some of the famous American philatelists 
 
Franklin Roosevelt became deeply involved in philately when he was stricken with polio. While 
serving his term as the president of the United States from 1882 to 1945, the renowned philatelist 

http://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/enjoying-the-art-of-stamp-collecting.html
http://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/what-is-a-stamp-collector.html
http://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/commemorative-stamps.html
http://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/commemorative-stamps.html
http://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/topical-stamp-collecting.html
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designed many USPS stamps. Roosevelt was enlisted in the American Philatelic Society Hall of 
Fame in 1945. 
 
Carl Einar Pelander was a notable stamp collector specializing on Scandinavian stamps. Pelander 
received the Fieandt Memorial medal in 1960 from the Finnish Philatelic Society for doing an 
intensive research on the stamps of Finland and for promoting Finnish philately. 
 
Philip Ward Jr. was a world-famous philatelist celebrated for buying stamps that were rare and 
classic specimens. Ward was also highly acclaimed for his collection of US revenue stamps, 
matchbox labels, and medicine stamps with inverted centers. Ward was also the key person who 
advocated the importance of first day covers. This achievement highlighted Ward as one of the 
world's popular philatelists. 
 
William Woodbury Hicks was a renowned American philatelist. He founded the Three cent 1851-
1857 Unit of the American Philatelic Society. He held the largest and most complete collection of U.S 
railroad stamp cancels from the 1830s to 1861. 
 
Harry Weiss was an editor of the Weekly Philatelic Gossip in the 1930s and the most prominent 
philatelic columnist of his time. Weiss’ column tackles tips on how to collect postage stamps. He 
organized the Midwest Philatelic Laboratory in 1946 which caters to stamp appraisals and 
authentication of philatelic items. 
 
George Ward Linn is a famous stamp collector, journalist, and stamp dealer who owns the George 
W. Linn Company and is famous for his Linn’s Weekly Stamp News. Some of his stamp rare 
specimens have exceedingly high postage stamp value. 
 
Louise Boyd Dale is considered to be the most distinguished stamp collector in America. She was 
the first woman to be appointed as judge for an international philatelic exhibition. She became the 
first American woman to sign the Roll of Distinguished Philatelist and was also appointed to the jury 
of the London International Stamp exhibition. 
 
 
Celebrity stamp collectors 
 
John Lennon from the rock band The Beatles collected 550 specimens of used stamps during his 
youth. Lennon’s stamp album was bought by the Smithsonian Postal Museum for a sum of $ 53, 
000.00 in 2005. 
 
Freddie Mercury, the lead vocals of the band Queen started stamp collecting since he was 12 years 
old. When Mercury died of AIDS complication in 1991, his father sold his philatelic collection. In the 
winter of 1993, the Freddie Mercury stamp collection was purchased by the Royal Mail and the 
proceeds of the sale went to an AIDS charity. 
 
Ronnie Wood, the lead guitarist of The Rolling Stones became a renowned stamp collector after his 
alcohol rehabilitation therapy. Wood collects rare stamps and often makes them his subjects in 
painting. 
 
Maria Sharapova, though she is more a tennis sensation than a well-known stamp collector, 
Sharapova has been collecting stamps since she was a little girl. 
 
Traveling around during tournaments and endorsement deals gave her a chance to gather stamps 
from other countries. 

 
Courtesy: 2 clicks stamps.com 

 

http://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/usps-stamps.html
http://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/value-of-old-postage-stamps.html
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New issues from other countries 
 

ROMANIA 
 

Summer Olympic Games - Tokyo 2020 
 

 

 
 

Issue date: 23.07.2021 
 
 
 
 
 

GREAT BRITAIN 
 

Wild Coasts 
 

 
 

Issue date: 22.07.2021 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+ 
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Special Covers 
 

  
PENTAPADU : 30 March 2021 

DR. B. R. Ambedkar 
 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, VZM : 21 April 2021 
Ramanarayanam 

 

  
SECONDRABAD A P : 21 June 2021 

Be with Yoga, Be at Home 
 

KOUDIAR: 26 June 2021 
Malabar Special Police 

  

  
VIJAYAWADA HPO : 1 July 2021 

National Doctors’ Day 
 

PALAYUR : 03 July 2021 
St. Thomas Major Archiepiscopal Shrine 

 

  
NEW DELHI : 06 July 2021 

Tele-Law : 9 Lakh Beneficiaries 
 

ERNAKULAM NORTH P.O. : 16 July 2021 
St. Albert’s College  

 

  
BENGALURU : 28 July 2021 

World Hepatitis Day 
 

MUMBAI : 29 July 2021 
International Tiger Day 

 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

FILANANIAS 2021 
 

      3rd FILANANIAS Virtual Exhibition is being held from July 6 to August 
31, 2021 by the Virtuafil Platform pioneering a new concept of presenting 
virtual philatelic exhibitions in a simplified way. FILANANIAS is open to all 
philatelists and collections, regardless of the level of collections and 
philatelists. There is no limit on the number of sheets to enter a collection. 
There are no fees for the participation. Enjoy FILANANIAS 2021 and vote 
for your favorite collection!!! 
 
https://virtuafil.org/pt/public-expo-intro.aspx?exID=5011 

 
OLYMPHILEX INDIA 2021 

      First Virtual Philatelic Exhibition on Olympic Games and Sports will commence 
from 23 July 2021 to 15 August 2021. Olympic and Sports exhibits will be 
accepted in any format such as, Multi Frames, Single Frame and Single Page.  
The registration opened on 18 June and will close on 18 July 2021.  Entries can 
be submitted between 20 June and 20 July 2021.  
 
      For more details please visit at: https://www.olymphilex.com  
 
 

CHICAGO 2021 
 
      American Philatelic Society, American Topical Association and American First 
Day Cover Society, will hose a philatelic exhibition from 12 to 15 August 2021 at 
Donal E Stephens Convention Center, Rosemont, Illinois.  The exhibition is 
sponsored by United States Postal Service. 
 
 

 

JUBILEEPEX 2021 
 
      The Philatelic Society of Bangladesh will organise an International 
Friendship Virtual Philatelic Exhibition from 28 September to 9 October 2021.  
The application for entry will accept up to 15 August 2021.  Scanning of 
exhibits will be allowed on or after 1 September 2021.  The exhibits will be 
displayed in the website till 16 December 2021.  No entry fee for all class of 
exhibits. 
For more details please contact: jubileepex21@gmail.com  
 

 
BANGABANDHU 2021  
INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

 
      Bangladesh Philatelic Federation is going to organize BANGABANDHU 2021 FIP 
sponsored International Philatelic Exhibition in Bangladesh which will be held at Dhaka 
on 15-18 December 2021 to celebrate jointly Mujib Borsho & Golden Jubilee of 
Bangladesh Independence.  
 
 

https://virtuafil.org/pt/public-expo-intro.aspx?exID=5011
https://www.olymphilex.com/
mailto:jubileepex21@gmail.com
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Philatelic Links 
 

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
http://timbrophily.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
www.philamirror.info 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.sipa.org.in 
www.philcent.com  
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
www.samsshopping.com` 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com   
                        
 
 
 

 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 
Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XIV. No.163 (July 2021) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.21 Issue 1/2021 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.59 No.7 (July 2021) 
Signet: Vol.43 No.2 (October-December 2020) 
Vadophil: No.165-166 (January-April 2021) 
Journal of TAPS Vol.18, 1&2 (May 2020) 
Filacap – online. No.221 (July 2021) 
The Goa Philatelist: Vol.II Issue 1 (Apl-Jun 2021) 

 
   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to 
be published in this bulletin.  Please send your writeups 
in MS Word only, to our email ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   
News and philatelic activities in your locality are also 
welcome.  Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send 
their brief reports on day to day activities. 

  

Editor 

 
 

 
 

Awards won 
 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX: SILVER 

http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://www.philamirror.info/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.sipa.org.in/
http://www.philcent.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All applicants should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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