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Word Spy - a new word search puzzle 

 

See Page 23 

 

 

 

Word Search Puzzle is a 
word game 
 
The letters of words 
placed in a grid 
 
The objective is to find 
and mark all the hidden 
words 
 
The words may be placed 
horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, left to right or 
right to left 
 
Switzerland issued a 
stamp on this puzzle 
related to sustainability 
on 29.04.2021 
 
On this stamp two words 
are already circled 
(“HELVETIA” and the face 
value “100”) 
 
There are 24 other 
German, French and 
Italian words related to 
sustainability to be found 
 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.72/February 2022 2 

 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.72/February 2022 3 

 

 

 
 

MONTHLY DIGITAL BULLETIN OF ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

 

Vol. IV    
Issue No.72 

February 2022 
 

 

 

Editor & Designer 
Mohanachandran Nair 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

 

GOVERNING COUNCIL OF APA 
 

PRESIDENT 

R K Rajasekharan 

Mobile: 9447413056 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Dr. S Satheesh 

Mobile: 9447104460 

 

SECRETARY 

P Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile: 9387801948 

 

JT. SECRETARY 

Hentry Smith Kumar 

Mobile: 9446284942 

 

TREASURER 

Jacob Philip 

Mobile:9446139132 

 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 

Dr. V Balakrishnan Nair 

C Krishnankutty Nair 
Gopakumar S 

Y T Michael 

Joseph D’ Coutho 

Mohankumar S 

 

 

 

We meet every first Sunday 

at Hotel Poorna, 

Statue, Thiruvananthapuram 

At 2.30 p.m.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTENTS 

 

Cover - Switzerland’s Word Search Puzzle Stamp 1 

Editorial 4 

Readers’ Column 5 

New Indian Issues 6 

News in Brief 7 

Buddhist Dances 10 

Association News 19 

Knowledge Bank 20 

Nehru Stamps Collecting - very inspiring and fascinating 24 

Whaling - A philatelic Illustration 27 

New Issues from Other Countries 32 

Mind Blowing Joint Issues-8 34 

New Special Covers 35 

Forthcoming Events 39 

Philatelic Links 42 

 

Advertisements: 
 

Phila Art 2 

Bharatexotics 

 

 

 

 42 

 

  

 

 “I owe my life to my hobbies – especially stamp collecting.” 
                                                                     

                                                           Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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Editorial 

 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
      With this issue we are completing six years of publication . I hope that we could achieve a 
little bit in promoting philately through this digital magazine.  The support received from the 
different parts of the world is most appreciable.  We are happy to know that most of the 
philatelists in the world are using this magazine as a tool of reference. 
 
      From this month some new writers came forward to publish their articles.  Of which one new 
innovative item is Word Spy - a new word search puzzle column compiled by Shri. K. Sridhar, from 
Mangalore.  Sri. Lokeswara Rao, IFS (Retd), the author of world famous book “Buddhism On Stamps” 
is also writing for the first time in this issue.  After a long time Shri. Anil Kumar came with an article on 
Whaling. You can also expect more articles from new writers in the coming issues.  Also request the 
readers to send us their own article to publish in this magazine. 
 
      When life was slowly moving back to normalcy after months of lockdown and getting out from the 
saddest memories of our dears and nears who were snatched away by the epidemic Covid-19, the 
threats now seems to continue with its successor “Omicron”.  The reports say that  this new variant is 
much faster in spreading than the previous one.  We are certain that we will be able to cross over this 
variant also. 
 
      This year’s first international exhibition, Emirates2022 was held last month at Dubai and more than 
ten exhibitions are going to be held.  London2022 will happen this month (February 19 to 26).  Most of 
these exhibitions were postponed from the last two years due to this pandemic.   
 
      Please stay safe, observe government guidance and also explore philately. 
 

 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 
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For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
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For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 
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Readers’ Column 

 

 
 

Dear Philatelist, 
 
      Hope you are all fine there... 
 
      With regard to Jan'2022 APA Newsletter, I found the following articles more interesting with respect 
to knowledge and philately... 
 
      1. Article on Shri Lal Bahadur Sashtri 
      2. Goa Liberation Movement 
 
      Wonderful articles... Really great...  
 
With Warm Regards 

K Sridhar 
Mangalore 

99011 88536 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
      As usual, you make value addition and attractive.  Thank you for including the topic. 
 
     Regards, 
 

Kumar Biswas 
M: +91 99996 31116 

Blog: https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
 
 
Dear Team, 
 
      Very excellent account of Monthly Philatelic Activities covering a wide range of Information. 
 
      With greetings and best wishes 
 

M.Swamiappan,  
MADURAI. 

Email: poochisam1946@gmail.com 
 

 

Hi! 
  
      I had missed reading this issue of your journal and stumbled across it in my emails just 
now.  Another excellent issue as always. 
  
      Question – Can you send me a clear map of Uttar Pradesh that is shown on page 29? IT would be 
great for my philatelic research. 
  
      Thank you for continuing this wonderful journal! 
  

Carol j. Edholm 
Mountlake Terrace, Washington 

USA 

https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
mailto:poochisam1946@gmail.com
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New Indian Issues 

 

 

Permanent Commission To Women Officers in Indian Army 
 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.10-00 x 2, Rs.15-00 x 2 
Miniature Sheet Rs.50-00 

Issued on 15.01.2022 
 

Department of Health Research 50 Years of full Statehood of Manipur 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 16.01.2022 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 21.01.2022 

 

50 Years of full Statehood of Meghalaya 50 Years of full Statehood of Tripura 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 21.01.2022 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 21.01.2022 
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MAIL A PLANT 
 

             
 
      The Department of post, Telangana Circle Started Selling of 2 Types of  Mail a Plant. (A Plant 
inside the Box) 1. Anthurium. 1450/-. 2. Money Plant Gold 1150/-. New type of innovation from India 
Post. 
 

Courtesy: Sagi Srinivasa Raju 

 
INDIAN WINNERS AT EMIRATES 2022 

 

      Emirates 2022 World Stamp Exhibition  was held at Hall #1 B South, Dubai 
Exhibition Centre from 19 to 23 January 2022.  Shri. Ajay Kumar Mittal was the Indian 
Commissioner of Emirates 2022.   
 
      The following are the Indian Exhibits with its marks and awards: 
 

     

 
 

1. M. Ramachandran 
2.  Rahul Ganguli 
3. Shanti Swarup Rath 
4. Rajesh Bhura 
5. Anup Kumar Raut 
 

 
6. Capt. Vijay Wadhwa 
7. Biswanath Mishra 
8. Om Prakash Jagati 
9. Daniel Montario 
10. Col. Akhil Kumar 
 

 

11. Dinesh Sharma 
12. Lokeswara Rao 
13. Kiran Natarajan 
14. Piyush Khaitan 
15. Pankaj Tyagi 

     

     

 

News in Brief 
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Traditional class 
Ramachandran Mahalingam - Kingdom of Cochin  83   Vermeil  
Rahul Ganguli - Early Postmarks of Allahabad      63    Bronze  
Shanti Swarup Rath  - French India Settlements.    85    Large Vermeil 
 
Postal History Class 
Rajesh Bhura - Unpaid and Underpaid Mails of British India   80  Vermeil  
Anup Kumar Raut - Early India Cancellations : All India Series (1873-1884).  87 Large Vermeil  
 
Thematic Class 
Capt Vijay Wadhwa - Extreme Birds  70 Silver  
Biswanath Mishra - Equidae, the Symbol of Speed.  63   Bronze  
Om Prakash Jagati - From Cloud to Ocean: It’s All About Me   78  Large Silver  
Daniel Montario - Waterfowl – A Journey Through Its Life  75  Large Silver  
Col Akhil Kumar - Shaping Civilisation: The Role of the Horse in Human Society 66  Silver Bronze
  
Literature class 
Dinesh Sharma - Olympic Flame and Torch Relay  72  Silver 
Lokeswar Rao Madiraju - Buddhism on Stamps  81 Vermeil  
Kiran Natarajan - The Long Sea Route – A Remarkable Postal Circuit Between Imperial Russia &  
British India 63 Bronze 
 
One Frame 
Capt Vijay Wadhwa - Evolve – A Beak at Evolution 81  
Piyush Khaitan - O.A.T. and A.V.2 markings on mails connected with India     85  
 
Picture Post Cards Class 
Pankaj Tyagi - Lucknow Through Picture Postcards    75    LS 
 

Courtesy: Ajay Kumar Mittal 

 

NEW BOOKLET ON UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN INDIA 
 

      On the occasion of "National Tourism Day", on 25 January 2022 Hon’ble CPMG Telangana Circle 
released a Prestige Booklet on UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India.  
 

         
 
      This booklet consists information on stamps released on UNESCO World Heritage Sites–I i.e., Hill 
Forts of Rajasthan, UNESCO World Heritage Sites–II i.e., Natural Sites, UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites–III i.e., Cultural Sites along with the 03 respective original Miniature Sheets.  
 
      The booklet is placed for sale @ Rs.800/- through Philatelic Bureau, Hyderabad GPO 

 

Courtesy: Sagi Srinivasa Raju 
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 1ST POSTCROSSING MEETUP, PRAYAGRAJ 
 

 
 

 

      1st POSTCROSSING Meetup will be held in the holy city of Prayagraj (earlier Allahabad) on 
TUESDAY at 02:20 PM on 22-2-22 to commemorate the palindrome date.  
 
      The event is brought to you by The Desi Philatelic Club  
 
      Release of an official MEETUP CARD is being planned. There will be a display of 
POSTCROSSING cards in the post office for public viewing to promote India Post & POSTCROSSING. 
 
      The function will include new registrations, discussions, games, postcard-writing, seminars and 
snacks. 
 
      All local members and anyone interested is most welcome to join us.  
 
      PLEASE VISIT THE WEBSITE AND JOIN THE GROUP FOR MORE DETAILS 
 
https://community.postcrossing.com/t/1st-postcrossing-meetup-prayagraj-allahabad/283847  
 
📞Aditya (9044435490) 
📞Ayush (7524098831) 
📞Hamza (770483189) 
📞Joy (6392815140) 
📞Kireetee (7985235478) 
📞Shariq (9807148003) 
 
 
TWO NEW PERMANENT PICTORIAL CANCELLATIONS 
 
      Bengaluru Circle introduced two new Permanent Pictorial Cancellations on High Court PO (Pin-
560001) and Science Institute (Pin-560012) with effect from 21.01.2022.  Chief Postmaster General 
Smt. Sarada Sampath released both pictorial cancellation in a function held at Bangalore. 
 

         
 
 

Courtesy: Varad Kunte 
 

https://community.postcrossing.com/t/1st-postcrossing-meetup-prayagraj-allahabad/283847
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Buddhist Dances 
 

By M. Lokeswara Rao, IFS (Retd.) Bangalore 
 

      Buddhism has more dance than any other religion. The cultures that gave rise to Buddhism and its spread 

were dancing cultures in which dance was anciently established and a central part of civic, private, and spiritual 

life. Regarding Vajrayana Buddhism and the Himalayan cultures that brokered its spread, it can be said that 

these cultures: Kashmir, Ladakh, India, Himachal, Nepal, and Bhutan are dancing cultures. Everyone dances, 

young and old. Regarding the pantheon of deities, most of which have functional roles in Tantric visualization 

meditation practices, there are many characters who not only dance, but always dance. Among the commonly 

depicted subjects of Vajrayana Buddhist art that are always shown dancing, are female spiritual energies called 

in Sanskrit, dakinis, and sky-heroes called in Tibetan ging, who join Black Hat sorcerers, stags, skeletons, and 

wrathful deities. As religious art goes, there is no religion that depicts so much dancing as Buddhism does. It is 

everywhere in the cultures and in the art. It is a core religious expression, being energized life itself. 

 

      Major genre of the performing arts to develop in Central Asia was ’cham, the ritualistic dance performed in 

Buddhist monasteries. The origin of ’cham may well be an older form of shamanic ceremonial dance in Tibet, 

but centuries of evolution within a Buddhist-dominated society led to the recasting of the roles and theme of 

the dance in keeping with Buddhist dogma. ’Cham, which was introduced along with Tibetan Buddhism into 

Mongolia and certain parts of southern Central Asia in the 16th century, became the principal form of religious 

entertainment in eastern Central Asia. Tsam dance in Mongolia was born during the 8th century. It's one of the 

most important ritual of Tibetan Buddhism. Young lamas dance it, wearing costumes and masks that symbolize 

different apostles, devils, animals, or real persons. The dance principally stages characters of Buddhist legends 

and animals that symbolise good and bad influences. For example, the garuda and the lion (powerful beasts of 

air and earth), deer (symbol of beauty in the animal reign), or the crow (soothsayer). The costumes and masks 

used for tsam dances in the early 20th century have been kept in several museums. The most famous of them 

is the Choijin-Lama Museum in Ulan Bator. The costumes have recently been used to make the tsam ceremony 

rise. 

 

      According to Tibetan tradition, the ancient shamanic dance was adapted as a Buddhist one by 

Padmasambhava, the Indian tantric teacher who introduced Buddhism into Tibet in the 8th century CE. He is 

said to have interpreted the dance as symbolizing the victory of Buddhism over the shamanism of Tibet.  

Performance anthropologist Joan Erdman offered three terms that are very helpful in appreciating essential 

aspects of dance in Buddhism: dance actual, dance depicted, and dance ephemeral. When Buddhist dance is 

seen to manifest in each of these realms, its full potency as a medium of religion and spiritual practice becomes 

clearer. 

 

      Buddhist dance can be understood as something multi-dimensional, transformative, and consciousness-

altering. By understanding these three aspects of Buddhist dance—actual, depicted, and ephemeral—its full 

meaning is easier to grasp and the reason for its prominence in art makes more sense. Placing dance in a 

mandala: depicted, visualized, or actualized, further strengthens the correspondence between dance and the 

practice of mystical Buddhism. 

 

1. TSAM DANCE OF MANGOLIA: Tsam dance   was born during the 8th century. It's one of the most important 

rituals of Tibetan Buddhism. Young lamas dance it, wearing costumes and masks that symbolize different 
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apostles, devils, animals, or real persons. The dance principally stages characters of Buddhist legends and 

animals that symbolise good and bad influences. For example, the garuda and the lion (powerful beasts of air 

and earth), deer (symbol of beauty in the animal reign), or the crow (soothsayer) Tsam performance is carried 

out in order to subdue and purify external environment, eradicate diseases, suffering, wars, famine, and 

hardships and spread auspiciousness. The Tibetian Cham dance is converted into Tsam dance of Mongolia 

 

Tsam dance 1971 released by Mongolia: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Depicts a 

podshud, one of 

the servants of 

Yama, the god of 

death. 

Depicts 

Damdinchoijoo, 

also known as 

Yama, the god of 

death, who judges 

whether the dead 

descend to the 

underworld to rise 

to paradise. 

Depicts Mahakala, 
also known as 

Gombo, a powerful 
protective god and 
lord of diseases and 

epidemics. 
Mahakala 

corresponds to the 
Hindu god Shiva. 

Depicts Namsrai, 
the god of 

prosperity and 
wealth. 

Depicts Bar, a tiger god 
who lives under the earth 
and guards treasure for 

his master, the god Yama. 

Depict Jamsran, the god of war. Depict Arslan, the 
fierce lion god who is 
the servant of Llamos 
(Lkham). One of gods 

began as a demon 
witch and converted 

to the Lamaist 
doctrine 
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Tsam dance 1984 released by Mongolia: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Depicts a deity 
called Ulan 

Yadam. 

Depicts Domshni, 
also known as 

Sendom or Arslan, 
a protecting lion 

deity. Domshni is a 
servant of Lhamos 

(also known as 
Lkham) who 
purifies the 
territory of 

demons 

Depicts Ulan Jamsran, the Mongolian god of war MS 

Depicts 
Zamindi, also 

known as 
Idam, a fierce 

deity that 
protects the 

Buddhist 
religion. 

Depicts 
Namsrai, the 
god of wealth 
and protector 
of the poor. 
The god was 

probably 
adapted from 

the Hindu 
god 

Vaishravana. 

Depicts Ulan Jamsran, the 
Mongolian god of war 

Depicts Ochirvaani, the 
most powerful of all gods, 
who punishes sinners with 

lightning bolts and four 
poisoned tusks. 

Depicts Yama 
(Damdom-Tshoijoo), 
god of the dead and 

the underworld.  
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Tsam dance 1991 released by Mongolia: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Depicts Jamsran, the war god and 
defender of Buddhism. Unlike most 

Mongol gods, this one does not derive 
from Hinduism and may represent god 

of indigenous mythology. 

Depicts Mangus, the grey old man 
and one of the local lords. This 

enigmatic character undoubtedly 
predates the Hindu-Buddhist 
conversion of Mongolia and 
represents a fierce shamanic 

character. 

Depicts Yama (Tshoijoo), king of 
the dead and the underworld. 

Yama decides which of the dead 
ascend to paradise or are 

punished below. He is the most 
important of the Mongolian gods. 

Depicts Gongor, also known as 
Tsagaan Machagal.  This god’s 

primary purpose is protection of 
the world and Buddhist religion, 

spreading prosperity and 
eliminating poverty and misery 

everywhere he goes. 

Depicts Khangard, the 
Mongolian adaptation 
of the Hindu demon-

bird Garuda, servant of 
the god Yama. 

Depicts the Old White Man, 
a god of predating the 

Hindu Buddhist conversion 
of Mongolia and 

considered the god of the 
land, protector of livestock 

and agriculture. 

Depicts Namsrai, the 
god of wealth and 

protector of the poor. 
The god was probably 

adapted from the Hindu 
god Vaishravana. 

Mongolia 2015 Dashichoiling Monastery, The Danshig Naadam Khuree Tsam ritual and Khuree Tsam dance festival is 
one of the biggest and ancient religious and cultural festivals of Mongolia. The Khuree Tsam dance which is the 

perfect combination of song, dance, music, decorative art, wearing mask indicating their respective roles  
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Tsam dance 1995 released by Mongolia: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
2. CHAM DANCE OF BHUTAN: Tibetian Cham dance is one of the important ritual of tibetian Buddhism cham 
is like as Tsam dance of Mongolia 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Imperf Depicts Mangus, the 
grey old man and one of the 
local lords and represents a 
fierce shamanic character. 

Imperf depicts 
Khokhimoi (also known 
as Durteddagva), the 

lord of graveyards who 
consumes corpses. The 
character sometimes 

appears in dances as a 
male and female pair. 

Imperf depicts Jamsran, the 
war god and defender of 

Buddhism. Unlike most Mongol 
gods, this one does not derive 

from Hinduism and may 
represent an god of indigenous 

mythology. 

Imperf depicts 
Jamsran, the war 
god and defender 

of Buddhism. 
Unlike most 

Mongol gods, this 
one does not 
derive from 

Hinduism and 
may represent an 
god of indigenous 

mythology. 

Imperf depicts Yama 
(Tshoijoo), king of the 

dead and the 
underworld. Yama 

decides which of the 
dead ascend to paradise 
or are punished below. 

He is the most important 
of the Mongolian gods. 

Imperf depicts 
Selmechi (also 

known as 
Ditokdshad), the 

“holder of the 
knives” who serve 

Jamsran, the 
Mongolian god of 
war. They usually 
appear in a group 
of eight, and wield 

swords and 
daggers. 

Imperf depicts 
Mahakala, the most 

paradoxical of 
Mongolian gods.  On one 

hand, he is a demon 
prince and god of 

diseases and plagues.  
On the other, he brings 
prosperity to the living 

and shepherds the dead 
into paradise. 

Bhutan 
2005 
Expo 
Aichi 

Japan 
Jugging 
Cham 
and 

Durdhak 
Cham 

Se-
tenant 

Bhutan 
2005 
Expo 
Aichi 

Japan 
Nga 

Cham 
and 

Shazam 
Cham 

Se-
tenant 
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3. CEREMONIAL MASKS (TSHE CHUS): dates back three and half centuries Guru Padmasambava Rinpoche left 
behind vibrant mask culture in Himalayas. Tshe Chus are considered as religious dance forms of Drukpa lineage 
of Tibet Buddhism the dancers wear wooden or paper mache masks colourfully painted and richly decorated 
performed by Buddhist monks, the dance takes place annually for five days. The masks represent animals, 
fearsome deities’ manifestation of guru 
 
      3D MASK STAMPS a set of Hindu-Buddhist mask stamps issued by Bhutan in 1976.Bhutan is first country to 
issue 3D stamps these unusual stamps display a holographic image of the masks on a colourful background. 
Whirling robes in vivid colours, red, blue, green and gold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stamp-Bhutan-1976-5-
chetrum this is one of two 

depicting the bird-god 
Garuda. 

3D Stamp-
Bhutan-1976-

25-chetrum this 
stamp depicts a 
protective tiger 

spirit. 

3D Stamp-Bhutan-1976-20-
chetrum this stamp depicts 

Citipati, the Tibetan Lord of the 
Graveyard, 

3D Stamp-Bhutan-1976-10Nu this one depicts the fierce guardian deity 
Mahakala (Beyond Time). Air Mail MS 

 

3D Stamp-
Bhutan-1976-30-

ngultrum this 
one depicts the 
fierce guardian 
deity Mahakala 
(Beyond Time). 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.72/February 2022 16 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3D Stamp-Bhutan-1976-15-
chetrum this is one of two 
depicting Garuda, a Hindu  

Bird-god. 

3D Stamp-Bhutan-1976-10-
chetrum this one depicts Palden 

Llhamo, a Tibetan female 
guardian deity. 

3D Stamp-Bhutan--5-Nu one of two depicting the bird-god Garuda, Air Mail MS 
 

3D Stamp-Bhutan-1976-35-

ngultrumThis one depicts the 

Hindu goddess Durga, a fierce 

warrior, or her incarnation as 

Kali, the goddess of destruction 

and symbol of time. 

Bhutan 1985 to commemorate 100 years of Cultural 
ties between Bhutan and the University of Texas El 
Paso (UTEP). The stamps feature The Royal Academy 
of Performing Arts (RAPA) performing Lord of 
cremation ground dance with masks 

4. THE DANCE OF THE LORD OF CREMATION GROUND: This dance is 
performed by wearing skull masks, they depict Lord Avalokiteshvara the 
Bodhisattva of compassion and Buddha VajarahekuraThe Royal Academy of 
Performing Arts (RAPA) is a Bhutanese government body that supports the 
preservation of traditional Bhutanese culture. 
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5. TSHECHU DANCE: Masked dances of the Buddhist Tshechu is a religious festival celebrated "tenth day of a 
month of the lunar calendar corresponding to the birthday of Guru Rimpoche (Guru Padmasambhava)." It is 
held annually in various temples, monasteries and dzongs throughout the country. It is believed that everyone 
must attend a Tshechu and witness the mask dances at least once to in order to receive blessings and wash 
away their sins. Every mask dance performed during a Tshechu has a special meaning or a story behind 
it                                                  

Tshechu Dance Bhutan 1964 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Letter dated 16 
May 1966 from 
Rinpung Dzong 

Bhutan to 
Madras India 
with two 3-

chetrum stamps 
this character 
represents a 

water dragon, a 
protective spirit 

unique to Bhutan 
Tshechu Dance 

Bhutan 1964 
 

This character probably 
represents a tiger spirit. 

2 chetrum a 
protective spirit 

3Ch Character represents a 
water dragon, a protective 

spirit  

This character 
represents tiger spirit. 

Tshechu Dance Bhutan 1964 
This character represents a 

stag spirit. 

 This character represents 
the Mahakala, a powerful 

protective spirit 

20 chetrum a 
protective spirit 

This character represents a 
stag spirit. 

33 Ch character 
represents a water 

dragon  
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6. THE DANCE OF THE JUDGEMENT OF THE DEAD (RAKSHA MARCHAM TSECHU DANCE: This dance is extremely 
didactic. It is divided into two parts. First comes a long dance by the Rakshas who aides to the Lord of the Dead. 
They wear yellow skirts and animal masks. Then the Lord of the Dead Shinje Choekyi Gyelpo  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

7. PHI TAKHON DANCE: The origins of the festival ascribed to a story of the Vessantara Jataka in which the 
Buddha in one of his past lives as a prince made a long journey and was presumed dead. The celebrations on 
his return were so raucous as to wake the dead. Phi Ta Khon festival held in Dan Sai, Loei province, Isan, 
Thailand. The events take place over three days sometime in June and hold a series of dances and take part in 
a procession wearing masks made of the sheaths or bottom part of thick palm leaf stems. The masks are painted 
with quaint designs and faces. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

35 Ch Ch Raksh  

Raksh Lango gutter pair  

    5Ch 
Shinje 

Choegyel 

50 Ch -
Druelgo 

4 Nu -Due 
Nakcung 

3Nu Telgo                           

2.5 
Nu 
Pag

o 

5 Nu 
Lha 

Karpo 

5.5 Nu 
Nyal-
bum 

6 Nu 
Khim
Pelkyi 

Bhutan 1985 Tsechu the 
Dance of the Judgment 

of the Dead (Raksha 
Marcham) 

2007 Thailand Phi TaKhon Mask Stamps 
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2. Three Aspects of Buddhist Dances www.buddhistdoor.net/features/three-aspects-of-buddhist-dance 

3. Seungmu: Seon meditation throughdancehttps://m.koreatimes.co.kr/pages/article.amp.asp?newsIdx=69954 

4. Dance of the Deitieshttps://immersionjourneys.com/dance-of-the-deities/ 

5. Kollam https://disco.teak.fi/asia/kolam-masked-folk-theatre/ 

6.  Mongolia Dances  https://www.toursmongolia.com/mongolia_travel_news/danshig-religious-festiva 

highlight-of-august-in-mongolia 

7. Masks and what they are used https://theculturetrip.com/asia/japan/articles/traditional-japanese-masks-and-

what-theyre-used-for/ 

8. Japanese Masks in Noh Theater and Kabukihttps://www.artelino.com/articles/japanese-

masks.asphttp://afe.easia.columbia.edu/special/japan_1000ce_noh.htm 

9. All about Masks https://www.maskmuseum.org/ 

10. Lion Dance https://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/infopedia/articles/SIP_57_2004-12-27.html 

11. "Intangible Cultural Heritage - Dragon and Lion Dance" 

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202102/10/P2021020800276.htm 

12. Masks & the Mask Dance   https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Culture/view?articleId=124113 

13. Bongsan Talchum: Korean Mask Dance  https://www.koreanculture.org/performing-

arts/2019/10/31/bongsan-talchum-korean-mask-dance 

14. SHINJE CHOEGYEL http://stampsofbhutan.blogspot.com/2012/08/asia-pacific-exposition-shinje-choegyel.html 

15. Kabuki https://www.japanpitt.pitt.edu/glossary/kabuki 

16. Kabuki https://www.britannica.com/art/Kabuki 

17. Dragon king’s daughter https://www.nichirenlibrary.org/en/dic/Content/D/116 

 
 
 

 

Association News 

 

 
      The following members of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association participated and won medals in 
differet exhibitions under the following categories. 
 
Emirates 2022 
 

Piyush Khaitan - O.A.T. and A.V.2 markings on mails connected with India - 85 marks (One Frame) 
 
Lokeswar Rao Madiraju - Buddhism on Stamps - 81 marks    Vermeil    (Literature)  
 
TN Digipex2022 
 

S. Vijayakumar - 1. Water Birds  -  90 marks    Gold (Thematic) 
                            2. Actress Madhubala, the Venus of Indian Cinema - 53 marks (One Frame) 
 
C. Madhavan -    1. In architectural view of Paliament Houses - 69 marks    Bronze (Thematic) 
                            2. Digitalisation of Postal Service - 84 marks (One Frame) 
 
P. Yuvaanesh -   Incredible India PPC Beautiful Post Marks - 69 marks Bronze (Youth class) 
 
Samskritipex2022 
 

Shiva Shankara R Shetty - An Brief Introduction to the Indian Banks - 90 marks - Gold (Thematic) 
 

Congratulations dear members 
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Knowledge Bank 

 

Postage stamp grading and condition 

How to appraise stamps: determine the stamp grade and condition 

In philately, stamp grade and condition are very important when it comes to determining the value of 

stamps. Even if you enjoy stamp collecting as a hobby and not for investment purposes, the factors 

that comprise stamp appraisal should be taken into 

consideration. 

The term grade often refers to the centering and 

cancellations of postal stamps; while condition refers to 

perforations, gum, creases, thins, color fading, stains, re-

perforation, tears or alterations of the stamps. 

Philatelists may use different terms in appraising stamps 

however, each postage stamp grading service follow a 

standard criteria. If you live far from a stamp appraiser, 

you can purchase stamp grading software or avail a 

stamp appraisal online. 

What is stamp condition? 
The stamp’s condition is generally described by its 

physical characteristics. As a standard procedure, 

stamps must be dipped in order to determine its 

condition and from here on, we can see its faults. 

Faults on stamps are anything that has been damaged, 

changed or altered in its appearance. 

These includes, chemical changes in color, non-postal 

marks found on the stamp like crayons or pens, tears 

and repairs, thins which can only be seen under light 

examination, holes and missing pieces. 

You must pay attention to the stamp gum. The gum 

condition of stamps also varies and they are as follows: 

- Original gum, a stamp having the original adhesive when it was produced, thus these are mint 

stamps. 
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- Regummed, a stamp whose adhesive was reapplied; this is usually done by some stamp dealers in 

order to make it appear complete. 

- Unhinged, a regummed stamp that has not been affixed to a hinge or a stamp mount. 

- No gum or Ungummed, a stamp that has no adhesive on its back. It may have been intentionally 

produced with adhesive or the adhesive was removed by soaking. 

- Unused, a stamp that has not been used; this includes the no gum and regummed stamps. 

- Hinged, a stamp where traces of the hinged mount remained; it can either be lightly hinged or 

heavily hinged. 

- Thinned, a stamp where the gum was removed including some of the paper. 

- Never Hinged, a stamp that has its original gum and it is usually considered as mint stamps. 

After the stamp gum, determine the stamp perforation condition. The perforation conditions are: 

- Imperf, a stamp that is intentionally produced without perforations and can only be separated with 

the use of cutters or scissors. 

- Straight edges, stamps that are cut straight to all 

sides and do not have perf teeth. 

- Reperforated, are stamps that have straight edges 

and have been perforated. 

- Blunt perf, a stamp with a perforation shorter than 

the usual. 

- Pulled perf, a perforation where a portion of the 

stamp design is on its perf teeth. 

- Blind perf, a perforation that has not been fully 

punched and left some paper on where perf holes 

should be. 

What is stamp grade? 

Every stamp collector must have a general knowledge on how to grade stamps. 

Stamp grades are usually based on the centering of the stamp design between perforations, and the 

degree of cancellation on used stamps. 
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In stamp collecting, postage stamps grading ranges from poor to 

superb. 

- Poor grade (P) means that the stamp design is not centered and 

perforations are cut far into the design. They are usually referred as 

damaged stamps because the cancellations are thick and heavy, it is 

smeared, blurred and it also has tears, creases or thins. 

- Average grade (A) means that the stamp design may be slightly cut 

by one or two sides and outside margins may show on the perf teeth and also has heavy cancellation 

marks. It is a bit similar to poor grade, only that it does not have tears, creases or thins or faults. 

- Fine grade (F) means that the stamp’s design barely misses its perforations but they do not cut into 

the design. The margins are unbalanced, it is either the top and bottom are perfectly balanced while 

the left and right sides are unbalanced or the other way around. 

- Fine to very fine grade (F-VF) means that the stamp design is slightly 

off-centered either horizontally or vertically and the design is clear from 

perforations. 

- Very fine grade (VF) means that the stamp design is close to perfectly 

centered and three of the margins are balanced. For used stamps, 

cancellations must be light, neat and clean. Perforations are intact and 

have no faults. 

- Extremely fine grade (XF) means that the stamp is close to perfect. The stamp design is well 

centered; margins on all sides are even and wider than usual, and clear from perforations. 

Cancellations are light and neat for used postage stamps; and must have original gum for mint 

stamps. 

- Superb grade (S) means that the stamp design is perfectly centered and perfect in all aspects and is 

usually scarce, therefore considered as valuable. Some rare stamps have an S grade. 

A stamp with an Superb grade 

An S grade stamp is in mint condition. These stamps are very rare. 

Another important aspect in stamp grading is postage stamp 

identification. 

The age of stamps and its rarity are also crucial to know the postage 

stamps prices. 

Courtesy: 2 clicks stamps.com 
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Dear Readers, 
 
      From this issue a new word search puzzle column titled ‘Word Spy’ compiled 
by the eminent philatelist Mr. K. Sridhar is started.  We hope that practicing this 
puzzle will help the readers to become familiar with the glossary of the philately. 
  
      K Sridhar is a native of Erode in Tamilnadu and working in an Oil and Gas 
Industry based in Mangalore, Karnataka.  He started collecting stamps during his 
school days.  His thematic collections are Oil and Gas, Energy Conservation, 
OPEC and Lighthouse.  He participated many exhibitions in India and abroad 
and won awards and appreciations. 
 
 

                                                                          Editor 
 

 

 

 
 

Word Spy    # 01 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
   

 
 
 

The words may be placed horizontally, vertically, diagonally, left to right or right to left 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Q C C A T A L O G S T B C U A 

P I A R K R A M R E T A W M R 

K P O C F F P V L S W N V R L 

F A B K L O L H J R T B U C T 

E I Z L C I L R F O M T C O M 

Y R T H O P K E G N I H R A M 

I M G C V C U T L D N K W R T 

L R K U E T K T E V T B S N K 

E R R L R N M U H R O Q I P L 

M T A Z D E H G X T J R Q K M 

A N M A C F K L R N P H J I G 

R O T F O O R P L R L K T R M 

F I S R I F P T E F A W A E F 

G H O Y U N T V X T T O K O L 

K Y P S I M O E R G E I O P E 

 
Compiled by: 
K Sridhar, Mangalore 
 
 
Find the words: 
 
1. PAIR   

2. OVERPRINT 

3. WATERMARK 

4. BLOCK   

5. GUTTER  

6. MINT 

7. PLATE   

8. COIL   

9. FRAME 

10. PROOF  

11. POSTMARK 

12. CATALOG 

13. MOUNTS 

14. COVER  

15. HINGE 

 

K Sridhar 
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Nehru Stamps Collecting -  

Very inspiring and fascinating 
 

 

 

By Ganesh Prasad Chowdhary 
 
      The stamp collector can easily trace about Jawahar Lal Nehru if one collects and pursues stamps 
depicting him that showcases all the events of his life and desire , he was associated after the 
independence  specially his love and affection to the children world over. His birthday is organized 
every year as National Children Day   (Bal Divas). Each year of the celebration of the day, postage 
stamps-- Special stamps, souvenir sheets, miniature cards, first day covers have been issued in the 
country. 
 

      Jawaharlal Nehru is one of the best topical 
collections. Nehru Stamps were issued all over the 
world covering his different events and positions. 
Nehru was born on 14th November 1889 and died on 
27th May 1964. He was the central and most popular 
figure in the Indian Political field in the 20th century. 

He became a paramount leader in the Indian 
Independence struggle under tutelage of 
Gandhiji and served India as the first Prime 
Minister of India, from 15th August 1947 till his 
death . He was the main designer and adviser 
in the modern Indian nation-state as a 
sovereign, socialist, secular, and democratic 
republic. 

 
      One of the best topical stamp collections is Nehru stamps issued all over the world which one 
collects for the simple reason that those are the most popular way of learning events during freedom 
struggle by the Indian people and thereafter the independence. This was in my mind when I stocked a 
few stamps on Nehru in the personalities series and made exhibit pages. The Nehru stamps have 
inspired me much and are very fascinating and inspiring when they are reviewed by me from the very 
inception of the stamps on him when I started to accumulate them. Before his death, stamps on him 
were not issued but soon after his death a fifteen paise stamp was released on 12th June 1964 depicting 
his portrait and under which his signature also appeared. 
 
      On the occasion of issuance of the stamp the following stamp information was notified by the  
Rashtrapati Bhavan - “the passing away of Jawaharlal Nehru marks the end of 
an epoch in the life of our nation. Yet the ideals for which he worked and the 
values for which he stood will abide for all time to come. We find ourselves today 
overwhelmed with grief and a sense of loss. But we would not be true to his 

memory if we give ourselves to despair and uncertainty. 
Let us keep alive his torch, which he lit for the freedom 
and progress of the country, and unswervingly follow the 
path, which he has lighted for us. May his memory remain 
evergreen with us - an inspiration for achieving the goal, 
which he has set before the country and the people? He 
did not fail us; let us not fail him.” (S. Radhakrishnan) 

 
      Lal Bahadur Sastri the next Prime Minister on 9th June, 1964 conveyed the following message 
when the stamp was brought out.- 
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      “Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s memory will be cherished by a grateful world as long as humanity lives. 
But we whom he has left desolate strive to seek solace to fill the aching void. It is for this that we think 
in terms of tangible steps like memorials and monuments to remain ourselves of what he lived for and 
to feel some nearness to him again. This commemorative stamp is such a humble tribute to his 
memory. But his real memorial will be if we carry on his work as he would have wanted us to do, and 
so conduct ourselves that we would have been proud of us. 
 
      Shri. A. K. Sen, the Communication and Law Minister of India, New Delhi, on 7.6.1964 messaged- 
“The Posts and Telegraphs Department offers its homage to our great leader on his passing away. The 
stamp, which we are bringing out, is a humble effort to remind us and the world that death cannot part 
a leader from his people with whom destiny had bound him imperishable and whose life, therefore, 
remains inextricably interwoven into their texture. Death has snapped his mortal bonds but his spirit 
will ever guide us through our long and arduous journey towards the goal he left for us. We shall be 
worthy of being his followers only if we keep his torch aflame by our work and devotion for the cause, 
which was so dear to him.” 
  
      His birthday is organized every year as National Children Day (Bal Divas).  It started in 1957on 
14th November. And on every occasion of celebration of the day postage stamps are used to be issued 
as special topical thematic featuring the important aspect of child development and their educational 
and nutrition improvement in the two square papers popularly known as postage stamps. The first 
stamp depicted on 14th November 1957. A special stamp was issued on 14th November 1964 
portraying Nehru. Similarly most liked the Children's day stamp released on his birth day in 1997 
depicting him   loving a girl child in a very fascinating manner.  
  
      Special stamps, souvenir sheets, miniature cards, and first day covers have 
been issued every year on the occasion of National Children Day in the country. 
In the personality series, a 15 paise stamp was issued on 27th May 1965 
featuring Jawahar Jyoti. On the occasion of celebrating 4th formation day of the 
Nagaland State on 12th December 1967, a special stamp was released 
depicting Nehru dressed as Naga tribe and leading them. This stamp became 
popular throughout the country and was collected by many philatelists. In 
another set of stamp issued on 15th August 1973 in 20 paise 
denomination  portraying him with Gandhi  and the Indian National Congress 
passed quit India resolution on 8th August 1942 and to commemorate the event 
most popular stamp was issued  on 9th August 1983 In the stamp 
Nehru  ,Gandhi and Kripalaniji are seen sharing the stage with some other 
leaders. 
 
      The 7th summit of the Non-alignment Movement (NAM) was organized at New Delhi from 7th to12th 
March 1983 representing half of the population of the world. The NAM was able to absorb with its large 
group of ideologically desperate  countries with single goal and desire to   equal distance from both the 
super power and the event was preserved in people memory by issuing special stamp of 200 paise 
denomination in which  Nehru appeared as supporter of NAM and world peace and his desire to make 
the movement most successful.  In the memory of the Bandung conference held in 1955 where in 
Panchshil (five principles of peaceful co-existence) was adopted, the most liked stamp was released 
in 2005 and it became popular among stamp  collectors. During Indian National Congress centenary 
celebration a souvenir sheet of four stamps were brought out on 28th December 1985 in which Nehru 
appears in a very attractive personality.  
 
      The birth centenary of Nehru was organized in 1988 and 1989. The event was solemnized with the 
depiction of two stamps. One 60 paise special stamps featuring him with his signature in 1988 and 
1989 issue he portrayed on the background of the tricolours with a write of MERA BHARAT MAHAN. 
Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Dominica, Egypt, Ghana, Hungry, Ireland, Liberia, Russia, 
Senegal, Turkey, France, Vietnam and many other countries issued Nehru birth centenary stamps. 
Madagascar,  Turkey, Yemen, Jordan are the countries who have  issued the stamps during the 
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birth  centenary. In our country definitive stamps have been issued from time to time for general mailing 
in addition to commemorative stamps.  
 
The Children’s day Stamp Collection: 
  
      The children's day stamps are used to be issued as special topical thematic features featuring the 
important aspect of child development and their educational and nutrition improvement in the two 
square papers popularly known as postage stamps. The first children’s day stamp depicted on 
14th November 1957. A special stamp was issued on 14th November 1964 portraying the Nehru coin 
of Rs.1. Similarly most liked the Children's day stamp released on his birth day in 1997 depicting him 
loving a girl child in a very fascinating manner.  
 
      Jawahar Lal Nehru his love and affection to the children world over have well been expressed and 
represented in the stamps. Nehru’s  birth day is celebrated as National Children’s day and postage 

stamps started to be depicted on every children’s day starting from 14th 
November 1957.  A banana eating boy was featured in the first stamp 
selected from ten thousand entries. Special mention needed to be focused 
on the children's day stamps. Here follows that the 
second stamp depicted a nurse with a child taking 
care of the child (1958).  In  1959 children waiting 
admission in children’s home, Children health in 
1960, Child at lathe in1961, Passing the flag to 
youth in 1962, School meal in  1963, Infant and 

dove emblem in 1966, women at work in 1971, Children at play in 1973, Cow 
in 1975, Loyal mongoose in 1976, Cats in 1977, Two friends in 1978, Girls 

dancing in 1980, Mother and Child in 1982, 
woman and child from festival in 1983, Herdsman 
and cattle in forest in 1984, Girls using home computer in  1985, Girl Rock 
climber in 1986, My home in 1987, Doll and Cats in 1990, Children in 
traditional costume in 1991, The Sun in 1992,The children on elephant in 
1993,  Me and my pals in 1994, Children in circle in 1995, Indian Village 
in 1996,Nehru with Child in 1997, Meena in 1998, Let us live together in 
1999, My best friend in 2000, Holi festival in 2002, My village festival in 
2004 and so on many more. 

 
      Children's day as a theme is becoming more popular as the time progresses. A School boy can 
adopt these stamps which will add a dimension to their choice. Today these topical stamps collecting 
is simple because there are few stamps released and easy to  stock in a very organized manner that 
can look very attractive. 
  
      Though they will be unable to collect the past issues, they can start now and they may also be able 
to collect issues from a few years back issues.  Collecting stamps depends upon desire and 
enthusiasm. The children stamps all are connected and dedicated to the children and their events. 
Stamps will be valuable in the course of time. 
  
      Starting a stamp collection is very simple. You will have to purchase stamps from the post office or 
from the hobby shop because nowadays mails affixed with stamps are becoming rare due to 
development of electronic communication systems and families may be receiving none or rarely. But 
you can exchange and ask from the old collectors. In the eyes of collectors this topic is best loved and 
desirable because it is connected with Chacha Nehru who loved children most. Stamp collecting and 
pursuing them is very fascinating and charming as well as popular worldwide. 
  

~o~o~o~ 
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Whaling: A Philatelic Illustration 

 

 

By Anil Kumar M S 

 

      Whaling is the process of hunting of whales for their usable products such as meat and blubber, 
which can be turned into a type of oil that became 
increasingly important in the Industrial Revolution. It was 
practiced as an organized industry as early as 875 AD.  
 
      By the 16th century, it had risen to be the principal 
industry in the coastal regions of Spain and France. The 
industry spread throughout the world, and became 
increasingly profitable in terms of trade and resources. 
Some regions of the world's oceans, along the animals' 
migration routes, had a particularly dense whale 
population, and became the targets for large 
concentrations of whaling ships, and the industry 
continued to grow well into the 20th century.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      The earliest forms of whaling date to at least 3000 BC. Coastal 
communities around the world have long histories of subsistence 
use of cetaceans, by dolphin drive hunting and by harvesting drift 
whales. Industrial whaling emerged with organized fleets of 

whaleships in the 17th century; competitive national whaling industries in the 18th and 19th centuries  
 
 

      Sperm oil has a different composition from common whale oil, obtained from rendered blubber. In 
the late-18th and early-19th centuries, sperm oil was prized as an illuminant for its bright, odourless 
flame and as a lubricant for its low viscosity and stability.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harpooning and catching sperm whales- 
aborigine whaling stamp issued in 1960 from 

Fernando Poo, illustrated in a rare posted cover 
 

A whaler of the 19th century watching a humpback whale off 
the shores of Tonga. Cromalin proof on thick cardboard and in 
full colour- a proofing method used by Walsall Security 
Printers. Full colour proofs are produced directly from the 
colour separations prior to final production of printing plates. 
Only 3 are produced. Also, with surcharged stamp 
 

Sperm Whale mother and calf- Original hand-
painted work of art "Sperm Whale" for the official 

2002 WWF first day cover from St. Helena 

New Bedford, Massachusetts 1913 Sperm Whaling 
Postcard. Painting by W. J. Huggins, illustrating boats 

attacking a sperm whale. Spermaceti oil is sourced 
solely from the head-case of sperm whales 
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      People have been whaling for thousands of years. Norwegians were 
among the first to hunt whales, as early as 4,000 years ago. The Japanese 
may have been doing so even earlier.  
 
      Traditions as varied as the Inuit (who hunted in the Arctic Ocean), Basque 
(who hunted in the Atlantic), and Japanese (who hunted in the Pacific) relied 
on whales to provide material goods, as well as part of their cultural identity.  
 
 

      Humans have engaged in whaling since prehistoric times.  
 
      The oldest known method of catching cetaceans is dolphin drive hunting, in 
which a number of small boats are positioned between the animal and the open 
sea and the animals are herded towards shore in an attempt to beach them. 
This method is still used for smaller species such as pilot whales, beluga whales, porpoises and 
narwhals. 

 
 

      Even the most advanced whaling methods cannot guarantee an 
instantaneous death or ensure that struck animals are rendered insensible to 
pain and distress before they die, as is the generally accepted standard for 
domestic food animals.  
 
 

 
 

      Svend Foyn (1809 – 1894) was a Norwegian whaling, shipping magnate and philanthropist. He 
pioneered revolutionary methods for hunting and processing whales and introduced the modern 
harpoon cannon which brought whaling into a modern age. 
 
      A whaler or whaling ship is a specialized ship, designed for whaling: the catching or processing of 
whales. The former includes the whale catcher – a steam or diesel driven vessel with a harpoon gun 
mounted at its bow. The latter includes such vessels as the sail or steam-driven whaleship of the 16th 
to early 20th centuries and the floating factory or factory ship of the modern era. There have also been 
vessels which combined the two activities, such as the bottlenose whalers of the late 19th and early 
20th century, and catcher/factory ships of the modern era.  
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Japanese 
Commercial whaling 
 

Chasing the white whale named Moby Dick- 
Herman Melville’s book is the most celebrated 
literary work in American history. Stamp issue from 
Uruguay celebrating 150 years of the book 
 Svend Foyn stamp 

 from Norway 
 
 

Monaco proof whaling from a boat. Modern 
tools were not available for whalers and 

dependent on risky methods 
 
 

Tonga Niuafo'ou 1994 - ancient 
whale boat - whaling ship - proof + 

specimen 
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      Commercial whaling was historically important as an industry well throughout the 19th and 20th 
centuries. Whaling was at that time a sizable European industry with ships from Britain, France, Spain, 
Denmark, the Netherlands, and Germany, sometimes collaborating to hunt whales in the Arctic.  
 

 
 
 

      At its height in the 1880s, U.S. profits turned to USD10,000,000, equivalent to USD225,000,000 
today. Commonly exploited species included arctic whales such as the grey whale, right whale, and 
bowhead whale because they were close to the main whaling ports, like New Bedford  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      In the 19th & 20th century, Whaling 
became an important economic activity. 
Many associated jobs also developed along 
with- like ship building, transporting, 
trading…  
 
 

Unique Collector’s issue of Maxim card on 
Whale boat from Azores – only one issued 
 

A Factory ship has all men and 
equipment with facility to capture 

whales by modern techniques as well 
as process them onboard. A fleet of 

Russia Factory ship –  
SET-OFF ERROR  

 

Whale Oil Barrels waiting to be sold / 
transported outside a whaling factory in 

New Bedford, Mass. USA 
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First pictorial issues from Falkland Islands were on Whales, featuring fin whales hunted extensively near 
Falkland coast. Shown are perforated specimen issues from the 1929 series 

 
 
 

      Slow-moving Right whales were the easiest targets for whalers 
before the invention of advanced tools and steam powered ships. One 
of the 3 sub-species, the North Pacific Right Whales are critically 
endangered due to excessive whaling. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
      Apart from whaling and catching for display purposes etc. Human 
activities directly or indirectly affect whales – esp. the smaller 
cetaceans. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Colour trial proof of Niue 
Right Whale issue 

 

Blurred printing Southern Right 
Whale issue from Brazil 

 

There are currently 59 orcas in captivity at sea parks and 
aquariums throughout the world- Posted cover from 

Guinea Bissau with Killer Whale issues 
 

Dam Construction across rivers of 
Ganges and Indus Rivers have 

brought Indus and Ganges 
Dolphins to near extinction 
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A beached whale of the France coast- early postcard. Beaching is a ‘suicidal’ phenomenon  
performed by some species of whales 

 

 
      Getting trapped in fishnets is a very common issue. Harbor porpoises and smaller dolphins found 
in large school of fishes are the common victims. Death s normally due to weight and being strangled 
by the net  
 
      Plastic pollution in our oceans poses a real threat to whales and dolphins. Between 5 million and 
13 million tons of plastic leak into the world’s oceans every year. That’s more than the combined weight 
of every single blue whale on Earth.  
 
 

 
 

2021 Booklet from Greece – illustrating dolphin caught in fishnet 
 
 
 

      Gold mining has polluted rivers of South America 
killing many Amazon River Dolphins  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proof of 1935 Gold Mine issue - Demonetized with 
Foro4 Mm with Rubber- Waterlow & Sons Ltd with 2 
variations of the actual stamp (1935 & 1938 issues) 
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New Issues From Other Countries 

 

 
PORTUGAL 

 
Portuguese Numismatic Set 

 

 
 
 

Issue Date: 24.01.2022 
 

 
SLOVENIA 

 
 

XXIV - Olympic Winter Games 
 

 

Contemporary Wood Design 

 

 
 

Issue Date: 28.01.2022 Issue Date: 28.01.2022 
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HUNGARY 
 

Chinese Year 2022 - Year of the Tiger 
 

 
 

Issue Date: 25.01.2022 

 
 

JERSEY 
 

Visiting Commercial Aircraft 
 

 
 

Issue Date: 26.01.2022 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
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Mind Blowing Joint Issues – 8 

 

By Sreejesh Krishnan 

      Greenland and New Zealand released Identical souvenir sheet with only stamp with denomination for 

the respective country on polar bear (Ursus maritimus, pengui) on 20 October 2014.  

 

       

      

      On the occasion of 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations  between Indonesia and  Mexico   identical 

stamps on  Animals - Clouded Leopard (Neofelis diardi borneensis)and  Mexican Jaguar (Panthera onca) 

released on 6 April 2013. 
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New Special Covers 

 

 

  
AZAMGARH : 29 September 2021 

Black Pottery 
 

CHANDIGARH : 16 November 2021 
Punjab Engineering College Centenary Celebrations 

  
KAKINADA : 18 November 2021 

Natural Actress Dr. Suryakantham 
 

GURUGRAM : 23 November 2021 
Sanskriti Shasnacharya Golden Jubilee 

 

  
HYDERABAD GPO : 15 December 2021 

131 Birth Anniv. of Konda Venkata Ranga Reddy 
 

BENGALURU : 15 December 2021 
L&T Construction & Mining Machinery  

 

  
PANAJI : 17 December 2021 

Voice of Liberation 
 

Kanpur : 17 December 2021 
Nana Sahib - Dhondu Pant (Peshwa) 

 

  
RACKONG PEO : 25 December 2021 

Kinnauri Shawl 
RACKONG PEO : 25 December 2021 

Himachali Chulli Oil   
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SAMBALPUR : 01 January 2022 

150th Birth Anniversary of Sri Aurobindo 
 

NEW DELHI : 04 January 2022 
CSIR-National Physical Laboratory 

 

  
IRINGAL : 06 January 2022 

Sargaalaya 

 

PUNE : 07 January 2022 
Narveer Subedar Tanaji Malusare 

 
 

 
 

CHENNAI : 07 January 2022 
TN DIGIPEX 

 

KURIACHIRA : 07 January 2022 
St. Joseph Church, Kuriachira 

 

  

AGARTALA : 10 January 2022 
Rignai and Risa 

 

CHENNAI : 10 January 2022 
Doyens of Philately - G. Balakrishna Das &  

G.Madan Mohan Das. 

 

 

 

 

  ARANATTUKARA : 10 January 2022 
Dr. John Matthai Centre 

AGARTALA : 11 January 2022 
Umakanta Academy 
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AGARTALA : 12 January 2022 
Shri. Girindra Chandra Banik 

PANAJI : 12 January 2022 
Sanskriti Shasnacharya Golden Jubilee 

 

  
MANIPAL : 17 January 2022 

Padmabhushan Tonse Ananth Pai 
 

BENGALURU : 21 January 2022 
Channapatna Toys & Dolls 

 

  
KUMMRAJ : 21 January 2022 

Sanskriti Shasnacharya Golden Jubilee 
 

BENGALURU : 21 January 2022 
150th Birth Anniversary of Sri Aurobindo 

 

  
BENGALURU : 21 January 2022 

Minto Ophthalmic Hospital 
 

BENGALURU : 21 January 2022 
Sri Vadiraja Theertharu 

 

  
NEW DELHI : 22 January 2022 
125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji 

 

CUTTACK : 23 January 2022 
125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji 
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CUTTACK : 23 January 2022 

125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji 
 

JABALPUR : 24 January 2022 
 Sanskriti Shasnacharya Golden Jubilee 

 

  
NARASINGHPUR : 25 January 2022 

Sanskriti Shasnacharya Golden Jubilee 
 

NEW DELHI : 25 January 2022 
125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji 

 

  
NEW DELHI : 27 January 2022 
125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji 

 

SILCHAR : 27 January 2022 
125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji 

 
 

 
 

CHENNAI : 27 January 2022 
Southern Railway Headquarters Building Centenary 

 

KODUNGALLUR : 28 January 2022 
Cheraman Juma Masjid 

 

  

NEW DELHI : 31 January 2022 
125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji 

 

NEW DELHI : 31 January 2022 
125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji 

 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan & Suresh Rao 
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Forthcoming Events 

 

 

 

LONDON 2022  
 
      LONDON 2022, FIP Specialised World Stamp Exhibition to be held in 
London from 19 to 26 February 2022.  Exhibition Classes: Traditional, Postal 
History, Aerophilately, Revenues, Postal Stationery, Thematic, Youth, Open 
Philately, Philatelic Literature and Championship Class only.   
 

      Mr. Surendra A Kotadia is the commissioner of the exhibition.  He may be contacted at: 
Email: surendrakotadia@gmail.com  Phone: + 91 22 22024130/22024131/22843244   
Fax : + 91 22 22843275  Mob : + 91 9819903789 

 
 
HUNFILEX2022 
      

       HUNFILEX will take place at the Bálna (Whale) Exhibition Centre in 
the centre of Budapest from 31st March – 3rd April 2022.  It marks the 
centenary of the first national philatelic federation in Hungary, and will be 
the first World Philatelic Exhibition to be held in Hungary since 1971. 
 

      Mr. Ajay Kumar Mittal has been appointed Indian National Commissioner for Hunfilex 2022, FIP 
Specialised exhibition, to be held at Budapest, Hungary from 31st March to 3rd April, 2022. The 
exhibition will have the following classes: 

      With WSC, Traditional, Postal History, Revenue, Thematic, Open, One Frame (Trad., P. H. and 
Thematic only) and Phil. Lit. only. 

Contact information: 
Ajay Kumar Mittal 
D-57 South Extension Part-1, 
New Delhi-110049 
 

Email: ajaymittal1957@gmail.com 

Mob : + 91 98110 32311 

 

      For more information, go to the HUNFILEX2022 website at: http://www.hunfilex2022.com 

 
HELVETIA 2022 
 

      A specialized world stamp exhibition, HELVETIA 2022 is to be held from 
18 to 22 May 2022 at the Padiglione Conza in Lugano, Switzerland 
with FIP Patronage and FEPA Recognition, celebrating the 160th anniversary 
of the Sitting Helvetia, the first perforate Swiss stamp and the first to bear the 

appellation Helvetia, still used today. Organized by the Swiss Federation of Philatelic Societies in cooperation with 
the Philatelic Society of Lugano. 
      The AIJP (Association internationale des journalistes philatéliques) and AEP (Académie 
européenne de philatélie) have also granted patronage to HELVETIA 2022. The Organizing Committee 
will make all reasonable efforts to secure simplified customs procedures for exhibits to enter 
Switzerland. 
 

      Mr. Anil Suri has been appointed Indian National Commissioner for Helvetia 2022, FIP World Stamp 
Championship Specialised Exhibition. 

mailto:surendrakotadia@gmail.com
mailto:ajaymittal1957@gmail.com
http://www.hunfilex2022.com/
https://aijp.org/
http://www.aephil.com/
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      The exhibition will include World Stamp Championship, Traditional, Postal History, Aero-Philately, 
Postal Stationery, Thematic, One Frame (TR, PH, PS, AE & TH) and Philatelic Literature Classes 
only.  

Contact information: 
Mr. Anil Suri 
E-70, Kalkaji, 
New Delhi-110019 

Email: anilksuri@email.com 
Mobile : +91 9811176908, 8130827029 
Home Landline- +91 11 40523366 
Office Landline- +91 11 40521998 

        More Details at: website www.helvetia2022.ch 

 

CAPE TOWN 2022 

 
      Cape Town 2021 exhibition has been renamed as Cape Town 2022. 
New dates are 8th - 12th November 2022. 
 

      Mr. Shakil Ahmed has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner 
for the Cape Town 2022, FIP Specialized World Stamp Exhibition to be held 
at Cape Town International Convention Center, South Africa from 8 to 12 
November, 2022. 

      Exhibition Classes: Traditional, Postal History, Aerophilately, Postal Stationery, Revenue, 
Thematic, Open, Modern Philately, One Frame, Philatelic Literature and Picture Postcards only) 

Contact information: 
 
Shakil Ahmed 
Dargah Bazar, Balakrishna Road, 
P. O. Buxi Bazar, 
CUTTACK-753001, ODISHA 

 

Email: ahmedshakil99@gmail.com 
       (M) +91-9437225760 / +91-7008025663 

                For more details visit: https://capetown2022.org/  

 

TAIPEI 2021 

 

      Mr. Rajan Jayakar has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner 
for the Taipei 2021, 38th FIAP Asian International Stamp Exhibition, Taipei, 
Chinese Taipei to be held from 6 to 10 May, 2022. 

Contact information: 
 
Rajan Motiram Jayakar 
Flat No.2, Court View, 
126, Maharshi Karve Road, 
Churchgate, Mumbai 400 020 

 

Email: rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com 
      Phone: +91-22-22820570, +91-22-22820572, 
      (M) +919821072417 

      

SAVPEX2022 

South Africa’s Seventh Virtual Philatelic Exhibition (SAVPEX), a one-frame exhibition, 
proudly hosted by the Orange Free State Philatelic Society under the auspices of the 
Philatelic Federation of South Africa.  Last date of receipt of entry form and payment 
is 30 April 2022.  Receipt of uploaded exhibits is 21 May 2022.  Exhibits will be 
available for viewing on the PFSA website is July 2022.  For more details email: 
josuav528@gmail.com 

mailto:anilksuri@email.com
http://www.helvetia2022.ch/
mailto:ahmedshakil99@gmail.com
https://capetown2022.org/
mailto:rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com
mailto:josuav528@gmail.com
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CAPEX 22 

       WSC Specialised Exhibition CAPEX 2022, to be held from 09 – 12, 
June, 2022 at Toronto, Canada. Awards will be treated as Continental 
awards.  The One Frame exhibition will include : Traditional, Postal 
History, Postal Stationery, Aero-philately, Astro-philately, Thematic, 
Maximaphily, Revenue, Youth, Modern Phil., Phil. Lit. and Picture 
Postcards, Classes only.  

 
      Last date of submission of entries to the Exhibition authorities - November, 2021.  Mr. Angeet Suri 
has been appointed National Commissioner. 
Details available at website: http://www.capex22.org 

      Contact information: 
      ANGEET SURI 
      E-70, Kalkaji, 
      New Delhi-110019, 
      Email: angeet86@hotmail.com 
      Phones: +91 9891370070, 8588077077. 
      +91 11 40523366 

 

IBRA 2023 

     IBRA 2023 and 33st International Stamp Fair will be held at Hall 1 and 2, 
Messe Essen, Germany from 25 to 28 May, 2023. 

      Mr. Madhukar Jhingan has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner 
for the IBRA 2023. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Word Spy # 01 (See Page 23) (Answer) 
 

Q C C A T A L O G S T B C U A 

P I A R K R A M R E T A W M R 

K P O C F F P V L S W N V R L 

F A B K L O L H J R T B U C T 

E I Z L C I L R F O M T C O M 

Y R T H O P K E G N I H R A M 

I M G C V C U T L D N K W R T 

L R K U E T K T E V T B S N K 

E R R L R N M U H R O Q I P L 

M T A Z D E H G X T J R Q K M 

A N M A C F K L R N P H J I G 

R O T F O O R P L R L K T R M 

F I S R I F P T E F A W A E F 

G H O Y U N T V X T T O K O L 

K Y P S I M O E R G E I O P E 

 

 

Contact information: 
 
Madhukar Jhingan 
49-D/BG-5 Paschim Vihar, 
NEW DELHI – 110063 
 

 
 
Email: mj@stampsofindia.com  
(M) +91-9811160965 

http://www.capex22.org/
mailto:angeet86@hotmail.com
mailto:mj@stampsofindia.com
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Philatelic Links 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
http://timbrophily.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.sipa.org.in 
www.philcent.com  
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
www.samsshopping.com` 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com   
                        

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XV. No.169 (Jan. 2022) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.21 Issue 1/2021 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.1 (Jan. 2022) 
Signet: Vol.44 No.2,3 & 4 (April - December 2021) 
Vadophil: No.165-166 (January-April 2021) 
Journal of TAPS Vol.18, 1&2 (May 2020) 
Filacap – online. No.227 (January 2022) 
The Goa Philatelist: Vol.II Issue 2 (Jul-Sept. 2021) 

 
 

   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to 
be published in this bulletin.  Please send your writeups 
in MS Word only, to our email ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   
News and philatelic activities in your locality are also 
welcome.  Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send 
their brief reports on day to day activities. 

  

Editor 
 

 

Awards won 
 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX: SILVER 
 

 
 

 

http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.sipa.org.in/
http://www.philcent.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 
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