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Editorial 

 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
      This is the 6th Anniversary Issue of our Bulletin.  I feel happy that we could publish this 
magazine without any break or combined issue.  On this occasion I wish to express our sincere 
thanks to all our readers, well-wishers, contributors and advertisers. 
 
      India post has issued 14 stamps in 10 issues upto February 2022.  I request the stamp collectors 
in the country to compare the quality of designing and printing Indian stamps with foreign countries.  
What worst quality stamps we are printing nowadays.  Please look into this month’s issue. Are you 
satisfied.  What is the solution to improve the quality of designing and printing.  I request the readers 
to share their ideas in this regard. 
 
      A new Philatelic Advisory Committee (PAC) has been constituted by the Government of India, 
Ministry of Communication, for the next two years.  Three members of the PAC were selected from the 
Philatelic Congress of India.  First of all I wish to congratulate the new members of the PAC.  I hope 
this new committee can do something to improve the quality of stamps.  So I request them to intervene 
in it on behalf of the stamp lovers. 
 
      This month no local exhibitions were announced.  Hope international exhibitions already scheduled 
will take place as per the time table.  The London 2022 - International Exhibition concluded on 26 
February 2022.  I wish my hearty congratulations to all the winners, especially the winners from India. 
 
      Nothing more at this time.  Wish all our readers a happy collecting month. 
 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 
 

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment 

 
For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue 

For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 
 

 

For details contact: 9387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com


Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.73/March 2022 5 

 

Readers’ Column 

 

 
 

Dear Sir,  
 
      Thank you very much for such an interesting issue of your Bulletin. 
 
      K. Shridhar's concept of a philatelic cross word puzzle is a wonderful addition I must say. I also 
found Lokeswara Rao's article on Buddhist Dancers very interesting as I have a few of these stamps, 
and this added to my knowledge about them, as did Anil Kumar 's article for the few whaling stamps in 
my collection. 
 
      Thank you for the very informative and interesting knowledge bank in this issue, and the continuing 
series of very beautiful joint issues in Krishnan' s column. 
 
      With Regards and Thanks  
 

Abhijit De. 
Chennai  

 
Sir, 
 

      Namaskar ,The Digital Magazine Bulletin 72 FEB  has been received with thanks and 
downloaded  the  e-magazine. I read the Bulletin thoroughly.  
 
      It is very helpful  to a Philatelic  gene Philatelic  Knowledge . 
                                                                                

                                                                             Biswanath Mishra  
                                                                              Boudh ,Odisha-762014. 

 
Dear Secretary. 
 
I am reading the bulletin with joy. I have said this many time that this bulletin is one of its kind. As I 
collect India, from classic to date I enjoy reading our bulletin. I am looking forward to each issue with 
excitement. To all readers, please take good care of yourself  . 
 

Ole-Fredrik Olsen. 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
      Hope you are all fine there... Stay safe - Stay healthy... 
 
      Came across following excellent articles in this month's bulletin: 
 
      1. Postage stamp grading - Nice article on identifying the stamp grades... A basic foundation course  
          for any philatelist... 
      2. Buddhist dances - Wonderful narrative thru' stamps by Shri M Lokeswara Rao... 
      3. Nehru stamps collecting - Came to know a view for theme collection... 
 
      Overall, this month's stamp bulletin was excellent... Great... 
 
     With Warm Regards 

K Sridhar 
99011 88536 
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New Indian Issues 

 

 

ICRISAT Delhi Police - Platinum Jubilee 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 05.02.2022 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 16.02.2022 

 

50 Joint celebrations of the year of 50th Anniversary of UAE’s formation 
And 75th Anniversary of the Independence of India 

 

 
 

Denominations: Rs.25-00 x 2 
Miniature Sheet: Rs.50.00 

Issued on 18.02.2022 

 
50 Years of Arunachal Pradesh President’s Fleet Review 2022 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Denominations: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 20.02.2022 

Denominations: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 21.02.2022 
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News in Brief 
 

 
 

SPECIAL DAY CANCELLATION 
 
      A special one day pictorial cancellation was introduced at Pune in connection with the special date 
22.02.2022.  The cancellation was inaugurated by Ms. Madhumita Das, PMG in the presence of other 
postal staff at Pune GPO.   
 

       
 
      The cancellation is designed and proposed by Mr. Varad Kunte. 
 
 
 
PERMANENT PICTORIAL CANCELLATION 
 
      A permanent pictorial cancellation was introduced at Palolem Post Office (Pin.403702), Goa 
depicting a Humpback Dolphin.  The cancellation was inaugurated by at Tapal Bhawan, Patto, Panaji, 
Goa on the Palindrome date: 22-02-2022. A picture postcard on Palindrome Date was issued on the 
occasion.  An Ambigram Scout cancellation and Date cancellation were also released on the same 
day. 
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NEW PHILATELIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
      The Government of India, Ministry of Communication announced the new Philatelic Advisory 
Committee for the next two years to advise the Government on issues relating to stamps and philately.  
The following three members from Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) has been inducted in the 
Committee. 
 
1. Mr. Rajesh Kumar Bagri, Hon. Secretary General, PCI 
2. Mr. Sunder Bahirwani, President Elect, PCI 
3. Mr. Madhukar Deogawanka, Vice President, PCI 
 
      The committee is chaired by Mr. Ashwini Vaishnaw, Hon’ble Minister of Communication and 
dignitaries from different National Bodies and Department of Posts. 
 

Courtesy: Bhaskar, Chennai 

 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING OF PCI 
 
      The Annual General Body Meeting of the Philatelic Congress of India will be held on Sunday, 24 th 
April, 2022 in Outram Club, Kolkata at 10.30 A.M. to conduct the following main agenda. 
 
1. Meeting Called to Order 
2. Welcome address 
3. Confirmation of the minutes of General Body meeting held in Nadiad on 7.4.2019 
4. Treasurer’s report and approval of the Audited Accounts for the financial years 2018-19, 2019-2020  
    & 2020-21 
5. Election of new office bearers. 
 
 
INDIAN WINNERS AT LONDON 2022 

 
London 2022 the International Philatelic Exhibition concluded on 26 February 
2022.  The following are the Indian winners who won respective medals under 
different classes. 
 
 

Name Exhibit Title Class Award 
 

Anil Suri Fiscals of Cochin Championship CoP 
Pradip Jain King George V issues of India Traditional LV 
 England-India-Australia - Ross Smith & Beyond Aerophilately LV 
Pragya Jain A study of the 1st issues of India (1852-54) Traditional G 
K S Mohan Study of the Service Stamps of Cochin Traditional LS 
Narendra Sahoo Portuguese India - Semi Postal Stamps Traditional S 
Markand Dave The 1929 Airmail Stamps of India Traditional LV 
 The Rocket Mails of India Aerophilately LV 
Ramu M S Rocket Mails of India Aerophilately V 
Bijoy Biswal Bharatpur State Court fee and Revenue stamps Revenue LS 
Shanti Swarup Rath Beyond the stripes Thematic LS 
Lallan Singh Hows and Whys of Birds Thematic LV 
Anil Reddy Holograms Modern SB 
Tia Kapil Gogri Beyond Imagination - A journey through the unusual Youth - Thematic B 
Meera Kunder Jainism on Philately - Live and let live Youth - Thematic LS 
Abhishek Sridhar A Rainbow family Youth - Thematic S 
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Anil Suri, Pradip Jain, Pragya Jain, K S Mohan 

Markand Dave, Ramu M S, Shanti Swarup Rath, Lallan Singh, Anil Reddy 
 

Literature Class 
 

Name Exhibit Title Award 
 

Markand Dave The Royal Philatelic Society London - Activities in India S 
 The 1929 Airmail Stamps Of India LS 
Madhukar Deogawanka Indian Stamps Booklets G 
Chaitanya Dev Stamps Of French India V 
Kapil Gogri Souvenir & Catalogue - Inpex 2019 S 
Gautam Rohatgi Ikkanni Tales - A study Of The One Anna Lithographed Label V 
Dinesh Chandra Sharma Philately As A Teaching Tool S 
Rakesh Walia Stamp Collection For Beginners B 
Lokeswara Rao Madiraju Buddhism On Stamps LS 
Jeevan Jyoti Rainbow Stamp News S 

 

 
Markand Dave, Madhukar Deogawanka, Chaitanya Dev, Kapil Gogri, 

Dinesh Chandra Sharma, Rakesh Walia, Lokeswara Rao Madiraju, Jeevan Jyoti 
 

Image Courtesy: Rainbow Stamp Club 
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FIRST POSTCROSSING MEETING OF PRAYAGRAJ 
 
      The first postcrossing meeting of Prayagraj was orchestrated by The Desi Philately Club on 22-2-
22 (22-02-2022). 
 
      In this, a post card exhibition was organized in the Philately Bureau in collaboration with Prayagraj 
Division of the Department of Posts. It was inaugurated by Shri. Rajesh Kumar Srivastava, Senior 
Postmaster, Head Post Office, Prayagraj. The program was promoted by Public Relations Inspector, 
Head Post Office, Mr. Rajesh Verma. 
 

       
 
      On this occasion the club director Dr. Aditya Singh along with Mr. Anil Rastogi, Mr. Umendra Kumar 
Jain, Dr. Maneeshi Bansal, Mr. M. Gulrez, Adv M. Shariq, Mr. Hamza Reshad, Adv. Aman Bhardwaj, 
Mr. Joy Jyoti Ghosh, Mr. Kireetee Sarkar and Mr. Nooman. played an important role. 
 
      The Desi Philately Club also released 150 commemorative postcards that were sent to stamp 
lovers around the world. 
 
 
 

 

Association News 
 

 
 

      Our following members won respective medals in the recently concluded London 2022, 
International Philatelic Exhibition, 
 

Name Exhibit Title Class Award 
 

Pradip Jain King George V issues of India Traditional LV 
 England-India-Australia - Ross Smith & Beyond Aerophilately LV 
Lokeswara Rao  Buddhism On Stamps Literature LS 

 
 

      Congratulations dear members. 
 
 
Monthly Meetings 
 

      Our monthly meetings will resume from 06 March 2022 in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, Near 
Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram at 2.30 pm.  All members are requested to attend the meeting. 
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Buddhist Dances - Part II 
 

By M. Lokeswara Rao, IFS (Retd.) Bangalore 
 

8. KANDAYAN DANCE: Kandyan dance – the national dance of Sri Lanka said to have originated from this 

exorcism. It’s more than an ornate art form inextricably linked with the practice of Buddhist faith and ritual. All 

of these dance forms feature sumptuous costumes – chest plates covered in decorative beads, anklets, and other 

jewellery adorn the body, dancers in particular wear a domed, decorated headdress to make them appear taller. 

This headdress is considered highly sacred, a replica of the one worn by Kohomba. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

One of the most renowned 

performances of Kandyan dancing 

happens during the Esala Perahera the 

great Festival of the Tooth, with 

Kandayan dancers’ front and center 

enthralling the crowd during the 

procession of the Tooth-Relic, that 

happens annually to honour the ancient 

Tooth-Relic of the Buddha. 2020  

Sri Lanka odd shaped MS 

 

1999 different monochromatic colour  used stamps of  

Kandayan dancer  

1950 Kandayan 

dancers block 

2017 

Kandayan 

dancer 

30 July 1950 

Letter from 

Ceylon (present 

Sri Lanka) to 

Preston, 

Victoria, 

Australia  

with four 1950 

released 

Kandayan 

dancers stamps 
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9. SANNI YAKUMA RITUAL DANCE: A traditional ancient Sinhalese shamanic (exorcism) healing rituals 

(kolam sanniya) Sanniyas. The ritual consists of 18 masked dances, each depicting a particular illness or ailment 

affecting humans. These 18 dances are the main dances of the Pahatharata, or low country, dancing form of Sri 

Lanka. The ritual calls the demons that are thought to affect the patient, who are then told not to trouble humans 

and banishes them back to the demon world after bringing them under control. It was believed that illnesses were 

brought on humans by demons According to folklore, the 18 demons who are depicted in the Sanni Yakuma 

originated during the time of the Buddha.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sri Lanka 1992depictions of (from top left to bottom 

right) the Amukku, Naga, Murthu, Demala, Ginijal, 

and Seethala  

Sri Lanka1992 depictions of (from top left to bottom 

right) the Vatha, Wedi, Pith, Kana, Gulma, and Dewa 

Sanniyas. 

10. KOLLAM: Kolam is masked folk dance drama from 

Sri Lanka’s southern coast is usually based on a 

Buddhist Jataka story. The prologue is a kind of series of 

short stock scenes involving various characters. Finally the 

king and the queen enter with huge masks 

Sri Lanka 1992 depictions of (from top left to 

bottom right) the Bootha, Abootha, Beetha, 

Bihiri, Golu, and Kora Sanniyas. 

Sri Lanka 

1992  four 

Kollam 

Masks. 

Narilatha 

Mask, 

Mudali 

Mask, 

Queen 

Mask and 

King Mask 
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Sri Lanka 2017 Se tenant  Sri Lanka 

Female Kandyan Dancer and Korea  

Chunaengjoen Dance Of Spring 

Nightingale Stamp 
 
 

 

11. CHUNAENGJEON: Buddhism 

allowed a more tolerant attitude as 

shown in the beautiful court dances 

Chunaengjeon is the only solo Korean 

court dance. It shares the same basic 

pattern and movement with other court 

dances.  

12. BUDDHIST DRUM DANCE: Single drum Dance is called 

Popkochum by Monks  

13.BUDDHIST BARA DANCE: ritual dance, (jakbeop), and is 

performed by monks with Bara(cymbal-like instrument)  

South 

Korea 

1975 

Buddhist 

Drum 

Dance 

MS with 

two 

stamps 

South 

Korea 

1975 

Buddhis

t Bara 

Dance 

MS with 

two 

stamps 

 

14.NABICHUM (Butterfly dance):  is a 

Korean Buddhist dance (Jakbeop) for 

ritual service and choreography and 

costume like butterfly (nabi in Korean).  

2016 Letter  Seoul, South Korea with Buddhist Nun NABICHUM (Butterfly dance) dance costumes 

franking cancellation and returned cover with returned stamp 
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15.APSARA DANCE: In Hindu and Buddhist mythology you will often hear about a female spirit   (a nymph-

like creature), known as an Apsara that rules the clouds and waters. What makes the Apsara special is that they 

are always dancing and across Angkorian temples in Cambodia you can observe stone carvings of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laos 1959 

Error one 

stamp blank 

and Stage 

performance 

with back 

ground Pagoda 

Laos 1967 

Dancing 

Apsara 

Laos Legend of 

Garuda 

Pou Gneu 

Nha Gneu 

Legend 

(Laos) 1962  

Imperf 

proof and 

Imperf 

Stamp 

 

17. CHINESE OPERA MASK Dance: Chinese opera masks includes 

many Buddhist characters, and both Noh and Achi Lhamo are entirely 

Buddhist Opera is associated with grand themes,  legendary characters, and high-

concept art.  

Macau 1998 Chinese Opera Masks MS 

 

Kampuchea Apsara  Dancing  

16.GARUDA LEGEND DANCE: The 

Garudas are large mythical birds with 

intelligence and social organization.  

dharma-protector and Astasena in 

Buddhism, Garuda (sacred bird) mask 

performs religious mystery dance of 

Tibetan Buddhism during the Cham 

Dance Festival in Korzok monastery, 

India.  

18.POU GNEU NHA GNEU: A legend that tells about couple Pou 

Gneu and Nha Gneu, the creators of Luang Prabang of Laos 

domesticated a lion named Sing Keo Sing Kham, eliminated a beast that 

terrorized the Luang Prabang region. Every New Year, people of city 

hold a procession and dance with characters of the couple and lion. 
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19. NOH DANCE DRAMA: is the oldest surviving form of Japanese theater. It combines music, dance, and 

acting to communicate Buddhist themes. The Noh Theater found its form in the fourteenth century and continues 

in much the same form, with many of the same plays, in present day Japan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young woman (Ona) Noh 

Mask  
Old woman (Uba) Noh 

Mask  

 

Sakara Masks Noh mask 

 

Shinto Goddess Noh 

Mask   

 

Old Man(Okina) Noh 

mask  

 
20.KABUKI: The Kabuki form dates from the early 17th century, when a female 

dancer named Okuni  achieved popularity with parodies of Buddhist prayers. 

The kabuki theater incorporates the prevailing moral notions of Tokugawa society 

For example, inga ōhō a Buddhist notion, may result in the destruction of an 

evildoer  

 
Kabuki Japan dance and Kathakali 

India dance drama Se Tenant India 

Japan Diplomatic relations 2002 

21.BONGSON DANCE: The 

Chwibari Mask of Bongsan Mask 

Dance Drama from the Republic of  

Korea. It is the 17th Important Intangible Cultural Properties of 

Korea Bongsan mask dance was performed as part of the rituals 

held on Buddha’s birthday, the eighth day of the forth lunar 

month 

 

Korea Bongsan  

22.LION DANCE: In Buddhism, Lion is 

the protector of the dhamma, and seen as 

symbolic guardians at temple entrances in 

North Thailand and Myanmar, usually in 

pairs. Its performance during auspicious 

occasions, Chinese New Year etc is 

believed to bring good fortune and wealth.  

Big Head 

Buddha Mask in 

Southern Lion 

Dance 

 

Thailand Lion 

Dance 

Hong Kong 

China 

 Southern 

Lion Dance 

 

Hong Kong 

China 

Northern 

Lion Dance 
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SANNI YAKUMA RITUAL DANCE: A traditional ancient Sinhalese shamanic (exorcism) healing rituals 

(kolam sanniya) Sanniyas. The ritual consists of 18 masked dances. the Amukku, Naga, Murthu, Demala, 

Ginijal, and Seethala, the Vatha, Wedi, Pith, Kana, Gulma, and Dewa Sanniyas, the Bootha, Abootha, 

Beetha, Bihiri, Golu, and Kora Sanniyas. 
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Obituaries 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 N Raghupathy 

Well known philatelist from Chennai 
Passed away on 26.02.2022 

N C Bhandari 
Renowned Philatelist and dealer from Rajastan 

passed away on 27.02.2022 
 

 

Our heartfelt condolences 
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Challenge Of Balancing Illustrations With Country Names On 

Postage Stamps 
 

By Abhijit De 

INTRODUCTION  

      There are many technical points one needs to considering while studying postal stamps, like 
cancellations, design, type of paper, colours, perforations, printing techniques etc. Among these topics, 
for those designing stamps, and for many collectors, how well the name of the country which has issued 
the postal stamp is projected, is very important. For the issuing country, the postage stamp is like an 
ambassador-on the long run a country’s history, art and culture, people, landscapes, tourist spots etc. 
have been well documented through their stamps, and for the collector, the name is important to place 
the stamp correctly in his or her collection, and take pleasure in studying the stamps and/or the country 
they represent. For others, seeing a well-designed stamp can make them to take interest in that 
country, and as a tourist, use such stamps to send messages and postcards to their family and friends. 
However, the first point that makes a stamp useful to others, is by the way a country's name is 
represented on it.  

      Over the years many challenges have been faced by the postal departments of each issuing 
country, and often solutions found. This article examines these issues, with special emphasis on Britain 
and France, since both face a different set of challenges. Their challenges can be said to reflect issues 
many other countries have faced too, which makes this subject so interesting.  

      I am using most of the stamps from my collection to highlight my points, and show the issues both 
these countries have faced over the last century and many decades, since their postal stamps were 
introduced.  

BIRTH OF BRITISH AND FRENCH STAMPS  

      Britain had the first mover advantage and therefore were able to ensure that profile of their ruling 
monarch represented their country on their stamps, when the first stamp was issued in 1940, which 
made their stamps unique and easy to identify, as their first stamps, the Penny Black, Penny Blue and 
Penny Red proved.  

      In contrast, France had just become a Republic when their first stamps were introduced. Therefore, 
they could not use a royal symbol to represent their country on their stamps, but had to face the 
challenge of fitting the long name of their country, Republic of France (Republique Francaise) on their 
stamps, and at the same time ensuring the elaborate mythological figures they planned to put on them, 
could be easily identified and features seen in detail. The artistic culture of France demanded nothing 
less! This was indeed a challenge. The figure that was decided on was Ceres, the goddess of 
agriculture. The challenge of fitting the value and the word Posts also had to be taken care of. As 
shown on this old French 25 centimes stamp here, (Fig.1) the problem was overcome by shortening 
the name to Repub. Franc. and placing that on the top margin, while placing the value at the bottom 
margin, thus keeping the details of the figure prominent in the centre. Shortly thereafter however the 
President of the Republic staged a coup, replaced the Ceres portrait with his profile and changed the 
name to Empire Francais, but, as Napoleon III, he maintained the same format, till over thrown in 1870-
71, after which the French reverted to the original stamp.  

      Thereafter, a new design was introduced from 1876, on the symbolism of “peace and commerce” 
where the full name of the Republic of France was written in the bottom margin and the value shown 
in a prominent box placed in between the two figures in the design, as shown in the 5c stamp (Fig.2). 
Thus, this challenge of using France’s full official name was overcome for the first time.  
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      Around 1900, 2 changes took place. A design called the “Rights of Man” was introduced, where the 
seated design allowed the country name to continue as earlier, but a new position was created for the 
value as shown in this 25c. stamp (Fig.3). About the same time, a rectangular instead of a square 
design was introduced for higher value stamps, so that a bigger illustration could be introduced, as is 
shown on the 5 Fr. Stamp (Fig.4) here. This redesign proved its worth, when many new and patriotic, 
pictorial designs were introduced on French stamps towards the end of WW I.  

    
Fig.1 Fig.2 Fig.3 Fig.4 

 
CHANGES IN BRITISH STAMPS: QUEEN VICTORIA TO GEORGE VI  

      During the reign of Queen Victoria and King Edward VII, the challenges that the stamps issued for 
Britain faced was very minimal, as whatever design changes or additions were made, were either 
added in the frame around the portrait or the stamp frame, and therefore less challenges were faced 
compared to France. The first challenge was when the 1/2 penny stamp was introduced in 1858, when 
the stamp became about half the size of the Penny Red.- the comparison in between the 2 stamps are 
shown here (Fig.5). They overcame this problem by converting the value to a numeral and moving the 
value from the bottom margin to the sides.  

  
Fig.5 

      Another challenge faced was when the word Postage and Revenue had to be accommodated into 
the design, instead of just postage. For this, a new stamp, called “Penny Lilac” or “poor man’s Penny 
Red” was introduced in large numbers, and the addition accommodated in an arch designed in to it, as 
shown in the example (Fig.6) here.  

      The challenge was faced in the colonies however, when even during the VICTORIAN ERA, 
Australian colonies started adding illustrations to the stamps of some colonies, instead of confining the 
design to that of a portrait of the Queen.  

      As can be seen from the stamp showing an emu, on one of the stamps to celebrate the centenary 
of the colony of New South Wales, the name of the colony can hardly be seen (Fig.7). Another stamp 
issued around then by South Australia, showing the portrait of Queen Victoria and a Kangaroo, (Fig.8) 
is slightly better.  
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Fig.6 Fig.7 Fig.8 

      The real challenge for stamps of Britain however occurred during the reign of philatelist - King 
George V, when it was decided to incorporate an allegorical artwork into the stamp. Since the portrait 
of the monarch was always of a certain dimension, it was felt that the size should remain the same as 
they were in normal definitive stamps issued since the times of Queen Victoria. Therefore, when the 
first stamps of this type were issued, called the “seahorse “stamps, the king’s portrait occupied almost 
one third of the stamp, although the stamp was a rectangular stamp instead of a squarish one, as 
shown here (Fig.9), where the normal definitive stamp’s portrait can be compared with the one on the 
new commemorative stamp. Subsequent stamps of King George V, and the monarchs there after 
followed this principle, and therefore the portrait of King George VI and the earliest stamps of Queen 
Elizabeth II also followed this rule, as shown in the UPU and the London 1948 Olympics stamp of King 
George VI, and the Coronation as well as the Castle definitive issues of  

 
Fig.9 

      Queen Elizabeth II (Fig.10). At that point of time it was felt that British stamps will continue to be 
easily identified as prominence given to the monarch’s portrait continued, and therefore their eminent 
status in the world of philately was safeguarded.  

FRANCE : 1922 - 1950.  

      Towards the end of WW, I, France issued some rectangular format stamps which incorporated 
pictures and other patriotic themes, including a drawing on the theme of their National Anthem was 
depicted, and around 1922, a stamp was issued on Louis Pasteur, where his name was added. These 
showed the limitations of writing the full name of the Republic of France on their stamp, while trying to 
make a better design and add other relevant information.  
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Fig.10 

 

      Around 1926- 27 therefore, when the 2 French stamps issued and shown here, (Fig.11) was 
designed, one showing Joan of Arc on a horse in connection with the 500th anniversary of the relief of 
Orleans by her, and the second showing the Anniversary of the French American Legion, the name 
was shortened to R.F. so the maximum details of the illustrations could be clearly depicted.  
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      From around Nov 1930, to ensure that important landmarks could be shown properly on French 
stamps, many stamps were designed with just R.F. on them. One of the earliest, as shown here 
(Fig.12), was the famous landmark of Mount St. Micheal, where not only was R.F. used instead of the 
full name, but in the lower margin, to avoid any confusion for those who were not aware of this change, 
Postes France was added, apart from the value and name of the landmark, and the other stamp, 
showing the famous Paris landmark of Arc de Triumph shared here (Fig.13), continued this trend in the 
issue of August 1931. This change was however not yet applied to all the stamp issues for that period, 
because the Nov 1931 issue showing Pont de Gard (also shown here), which continued with 
Republique Francaise.  

 
  

Fig.11 Fig.12 Fig.13 

      Consequently, many stamps were designed to take full advantage of the extra space created by 
shorting to R.F., like the sets issued for the explorer Jacques Cartier, the cruise liner Normandie, The 
Mill of Alphonse Daudet (where a lot of information has been added in the bottom margin) and a 40c 
stamp on the death centenary of the writer of the national anthem, Rouget de Lisle, all of which are 
shared here (Fig.14).  

 

 

 

 
 

Fig.14 
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      The Ceres definitive stamp was revived in Feb. 1938, and used till 1941, with the country’s name 
shortened to RF (As shown here for the 1 Fr.75c stamp) (Fig.15)  

      With start of the liberation of France, some French stamps were issued with the word France printed 
on them, like the one for Branly, and a second one of Arc de Triumph, with the word liberty. issued in 
Oct 1944, both of which are shown here. (Fig.16)  

      During the same period, a definitive stamp on the legendary Marianne was issued for the first time, 
and this symbol of France continues to be depicted in her various avatars on French stamps to date. 
According to the book, The Complete Guide to Stamps and Stamp Collecting, the Marianne stamp 
shown here, was the first of the many different designs France is famous for. “Edmond Dulac, French 
born but a naturalized Briton, engraved this stamp, printed by De La Rue at the end of World War II- 
some of the only French stamps produced outside France.” As seen, it depicts the initials R.F. on the 
top left, and the patriotic Cross of Lorraine on the top right. (Fig.17)  

    
Fig.15 Fig.16 Fig.17 

      By 1948-49, all 3 forms of depicting the FRENCH REPUBLIC were in use simultaneously. 
Personality stamps with the full name of the French Republic were reintroduced, some other stamps, 
like the ones honouring French war hero, General Leclerc had only France written on it, while initials 
R.F. continued to be used for the redesigned Marianne stamp, as well as others like the 100F airmail 
stamp depicting air pioneer, Jean Dagnaux and the Palace Stanislas, Nancy, all of which are shared 
here (Fig.18).  

   

   

 
 

Fig.18 
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      However, as France started to get ambitious about their role in world affairs, and design stamps 
that would show the rich variety of landscapes, art and culture of France, the depiction of the full name 
of the French Republic on all their stamps from about 1950 proved to be a handicap. Some of the 
earliest stamps issued then showed The Abbey of Saint Wandrille, the 75th Anniversary of UPU, and 
airmail stamps on towns of Lille and Bordeaux, show that the smallest possible font was used for 
printing the full name of Republic France. Even the Air mail caption is bigger.  

      An extreme example of this problem is the 1952 stamp which shows Leonardo de Vinci, where the 
portrait and connected symbols are clearly depicted. (Fig.19) However due to this reason, the name of 
the French Republic has been squeezed into the left bottom of the stamp, and is almost invisible. This 
was indeed a great challenge any nation could have faced.  

 

Fig.19 

QUEEN ELIZABETH II STAMPS AND DAVID GENTLEMAN  

      When Queen Elizabeth II was crowned in 1953, the stamps issued in her name by the British Post 
Office, followed the principle laid down during the reign of King George V, as seen in an earlier 
paragraph. However, as stamp designing became more competitive, many felt that the British Post 
Office was falling behind other countries that didn’t have such a handicap and could depict topical 
subjects more effectively on their commemorative stamps.  

      Therefore, when Tony Ben was the Postmaster General he took an interest in making 
improvements. One of the persons who impressed him with his ideas was Mr. David Gentleman, who 
was a British artist, who had been so far successful in designing company logos, posters etc. and was 
a painter of landscape too.  

      He came prepared with a portfolio giving varied ideas by which the size of the portrait could be 
reduced without effecting the representation of the QUEEN, or alternately how the portrait could be 
replaced with a Royal symbol, like the Royal crown etc. Many of these ideas were not agreed to by the 
Queen when discussions took place, However, a suggestion that her profile could be replaced with a 
smaller profile silhouette, which was influenced by Mary Gallick’s coinage head, was found favourable. 
This decision influenced British stamp design for at least the next 40 years, leading to addition of a 
wider range of subjects on British stamps. A second point that found favour was that all sets should 
have a common general design that reflected within each stamp of the set, whereas the illustrations 
would be different.  

      Thereafter, in between 1962 and 2000, Gentleman designed 103 stamps for the British Post office, 
including the Battle of Britain set, Battle of Hastings, The BBC, Concorde aircraft etc, some examples 
from which are shared here (Fig.20). The idea of the British Monarch’s portrait being easily visible, and 
elegant at the same time, without being dominating on their commemorative stamps, thus making 
identification of British stamps easy, has been a success.  
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Fig.20 
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FRENCH STAMPS AFTER 1970  

      As was seen earlier, many commemorative stamps issues after 1950 had the disadvantage that 
the illustrations that they were depicting often reduced the effectiveness of the name of France. 
Therefore, to meet this challenge, from 1975, the name FRANCE, instead of Republic of France, was 
reintroduced for many stamps, but not all., as can be seen for the stamp shown here, (Fig.21) on a 
painting of Picasso and another stamp on International Bureau of Weights and Measures Centenary. 
The initials R.F. was also reintroduced, which lead to many interesting new stamps being issued, some 
of which are shared here. (Fig.22)  

      
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION  

      Nearly every country that has issued stamps for at 100 years or more has faced some challenge 
or other over the decades when it came to balancing their countries name with effective stamp designs. 
There is no space here to discuss the changes made by countries like USA, India, Japan and many 
others to meet such challenges, but these could be discussed in another article.  

     A point one must however note, is that when there is a transition in a country - like the transformation 
from Tsarist Russia, to the Soviet Union, and thereafter to the latest Russian Republic. the challenges 
discussed here do not normally apply.  

************ 

 

      Abhiji De is from Chennai and started collecting stamps at the age of 8 with an album 

presented by his Aunt.  In school days he started PD account in the nearest post office and 

started exchanging of stamps. He became a serious collector from 2011.  His main collection 

is Great Britain.  He is used to share interesting information on philately almost all days 

through SIPA site and WhatsApp group. 

 

Fig.21 

Fig.22 
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Knowledge Bank 

 

Types of  error stamps 
Learn about the different types of postage stamps errors and the value of error stamps 
 

Stamps that have major, consistent, and unintentional deviation from the normal stamps are 
considered errors. Postage stamp errors are sometimes caused during stamp printing process. Error 
stamps do not show the intended appearance of the desired stamp design. 
 
There are factors that cause postage stamp errors like wrong denominations, wrong or missing 
colors, misplaced or an inverted design element, missing parts of the stamp design, wrong stamp 
paper, wrong watermark, double impressions, and others. 
 
Error stamps are those that failed to replicate over any other stamps. There are unique error stamps 
or poor quality stamps that are known as freaks and oddities. 
 

Postage stamp errors, freaks, and oddities 
 

Stamp errors, freaks, and oddities or EFO is a term referring to all kinds of things that go wrong when 
producing postage stamps. It encompasses the whole major designs of error stamps and to stamps 
that are poorly printed. 
 
An error stamp is a mistake during the production process. They are replicated together with other 
stamps accidentally. The most famous error stamp is the Inverted Jenny stamp. The inverted Jenny 
stamp resulted from a sheet of partial prints accidentally re-inserted into the printing press upside 
down for the second color. 
 
Freak includes paper folds, resulting in half-printed half-blank stamps, perfs running diagonally 
across stamps, and insects embedded in stamps underneath the ink. The following are the factors 
that cause freak stamps: 
 
• albino - complete absence of one or more colors 

• color shifts - stamp sheets are misaligned within the color application 

• under inked or over inked - too little or too much ink printed on the stamp 

• unprinted areas - this is caused by foreign material embedded on sheet to be printed 

 

https://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/different-parts-of-postage-stamps.html


Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.73/March 2022 28 

An oddity stamp encompasses within the bounds of usability of stamp, but it still has a distinctive 
appearance. Stamps oddities are mis registration on a multi-colored stamp. The most famous 
Canadian odd stamp is the Christmas stamp produced in 1898. 
 
The Canadian Christmas stamp depicts a map of the world with British possessions in red. It 
becomes famous for its unusual color oddities that appear to claim all Europe, United States, or 
central Asia for Britain. 
 
Postal authorities make sure that these EFO stamps are not released from the printing plant, but 
some unscrupulous employees smuggled these error stamps. One of United States error stamp is 
Nixon invert stamp. It is an example of an apparent new error stamp that is stolen by some insiders. 
 

Error stamps inspection & quality control 
 

Postage stamp errors are uncommon or even rare. There are several layers of quality control and 
inspection done by postal administrations. The printing problems are addressed to the employees 
before the stamps reach the public. 
 
An error stamp only exists a few dozen of copies. One example is the most expensive Swedish 
Treskilling Yellow stamp. These stamps are sought after by most stamp collectors. Treskilling Yellow 
stamp was sold by David Feldman for 977, 500 Swiss francs. In 1990, the Treskilling Yellow error 
stamp was sold again for 2,500,000 Swiss franc or $2,060,000. 
 

Stamp gumming errors 
 

Sometimes, there are stamps that result to an unintentional mistake during the last phase of 
production, but there are times that stamp gumming comes before printing. These stamp gumming 
errors are due to some factors such as: 

• imperforation- stamps should be separated but they weren't 

• gutter - lack of separation of press stamp sheets from panes 

• perforations other than normal gauge - -too big or too small perfs 

• gum error – the stamp is gummed on the wrong side 

• gummed on both sides 

Major types of error stamps 

The following is a list of major types of error stamps: 

Postage stamp design error 

Postage stamp design error are those stamps that have wrong 
subject, maps showing wrong border, stamp inscription is factually 
wrong, stamp texts are misspelled, etc. 
 
Postal stamp design error is a mistake made during the design 
phase of postage stamp production process. Some stamp design 
error commonly occurs with minor mistakes like missing letter in the 
binomial name of the subject depicted. 
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There are also designs on error stamps that have been a major error such as a map appearing to lay 
claim to another country's territory, or the depiction of a wrong person on the stamp. 

The following are examples of postage stamp design errors: 

• Legends of the West, US 1993 

• All China is Red, PRC 1968 

• Pagsanjan Falls stamp, Philippines 1932 

• Gronchi Rosa, Italy 1961 

• Schubert/Schumann error, German Democratic Republic 1956 

 
Courtesy: 2 clicks stamps.com 

 

 

 
 

Word Spy    # 02 
 

 

Y T R S V J D Z L X Y A S S E 

V Q B E B I W I R A L J C U K 

J L M T V F N H E S I D A Z K 

P A W E G E V M A C H I N Y I 

Q P K N R W N L T O P I C A L 

O A L A P I A U W R A M E B O 

F B V N E F X Z E Q M P L Z W 

U M D T S G H C Z X I R L T A 

R F E K Z Q A F F O X E A J R 

O N G B T N Q E U B A S T L E 

T E A U C T I O N H M S I Q M 

L G A E R P W M V I Q I O N P 

R V L N O I T A N I M O N E D 

E Q W I P V K U E J A N A I W 

M Z R P E Q H K Z M W R L D B 
 

 

 

The words may be placed horizontally, vertically, diagonally, left to right or right to left 
 

 
 

 
Compiled by: 
K Sridhar, Mangalore 
 
 
Find the words: 
 
1. REVENUE  

2. PRECANCEL                

3. TOPICAL 

4. SETENANT                           

5. AUCTION 

6.CANCELLATION 

7. FAKE                

8. KILOWARE                          

9.  DENOMINATION 

10. MACHIN        

11. DIE 

12.MAXIMAPHILY 

13. LINER              

14. ESSAY                        

15. IMPRESSION 
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Made in Germany, in Hindi 
 

 

 

By Kumar Biswas, Noida 

 
      Yes, you have got it right. 
 
      It was made in Germany but writing on it was in Hindi language. 
 

 
 
      The story is about the connection between two countries - India and Germany. Incidentally there 
are two distinct and different bridges. One bridge is about establishing diplomatic relations between 
two democracies while the other bridge is related to philatelic connections. While the former is 70 years 
old, the later has a linkage more than 75 years. 
 
      The diplomatic relation between Indian Government and Federal Republic of Germany was 
established after the World War II. India was one of the few nations which came forward to do so. WW 
II which began in 1939, ended in 1945. India got her independence from British rule on 15 Aug 1947. 
On the other hand, Federal Republic of Germany was founded in 1949. On 07 Mar 1951, two nations 
signed a long-lasting agreement on diplomatic and economic cooperation. Subsequently, both the 
countries established their respective embassies, in other's country. Indian embassy was opened in 
Bonn and German embassy became operational in New Delhi. However, over a span of seventy years, 
the diplomatic and political relationship between two countries has been strengthened in other areas 
like people-to-people connect, cultural exchange, renewable resources etc. 
 

 
 
      In the global market, Germany ranks sixth position for India’s international trading partner. On the 
other hand, Germany has India as one of "Global development partners". Both countries have mutual 
cooperation in the numerous areas like energy (efficiency and renewable), environment, sustainability, 
women empowerment etc. 
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      On 07 Mar 1921, the diplomatic relation between India and Germany reached the milestone of 70 
years. A special logo, to signify the 70th anniversary of the relationship, was released in March, 2021 
by Mr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Hon’ble External Affairs Minister of Government of India. 
 
      In order to commemorate the historical occasion, Government of India issued a postage stamp of 
INR 25 on 10 June 2021. On the other side, Deutsche Post issued another stamp in order to 
commemorate the event. The price of single German stamp is 170 cents. This is equivalent to postage 
charge for sending an international envelope weighing 50 grams from Germany to India. This 
combination of stamps is called Joint Issue by the philatelists. 
 
      Before we speak about this joint issue of postage stamps by India Post and Deutsche Post, let us 
understand what is a joint issue of stamps. 
 
      As a part of strengthening the bi-lateral or multi-lateral relationship, at times, two or more countries 
decide to issue commemorative postage stamps together on certain common themes. Associated 
postal authorities may identify a central idea or concept to feature in the stamps. These countries may 
decide for emission of stamps on identical design or may have common theme but different design. 
Their date of issues, in the respective countries, may be the same or different based of individual 
country's convenience. Such issues of commemorative postage stamps are known as Joint Issue in 
the parlance of philately. This is manifestation of cross-national cooperation through the route of 
philately.  
 
      Theme chosen by the nations for joint issue may be as wild as one can imagine. However, some 
of the popular themes are architecture, culture, music and dance, personalities etc. As on date, 
worldwide, more than 2000 joint issues by different countries across the globe, have been released by 
various postal authorities. 
 
      Let us come back to the said joint issue. The beautiful Indian stamp was designed by Ms. Gulistan. 
For German stamp, Mr. Matthias Wittig, who is a Berlin-based graphic designer, is credited. In India, 
the Indian stamp was released by Mr. Harsh Vardhan Shringla, Foreign Secretary in presence of Mr. 
Vineet Pandey, Secretary, Posts. Mr. Walter Lindner, German Ambassador to India had graced the 
event. On the other side, Federal Ministry of Finance, Germany released the German version of the 
stamp.  Sarah Ryglewski, the Parliamentary State Secretary presented the joint issue through video 
presentation.  
 
      There was hard work of the teams from both sides, behind the screen, since almost two years. The 
German version of the stamp has the colors of the Indian national flag on the top and that of German 
flag, adjacent below it. It signifies a strong force of cohesion between two nations. Both of ‘Bharat’ 
(India) and ‘Germany’ in Hindi font have been superimposed over the colourful flag stripes. These 
stamps, though printed in Germany, have Hindi script on them.  
In contrast, Indian stamp has featured dances of both of India and Germany at the backdrop of 
respective architectural monuments. 
 
      In Germany, postage stamps are issued by German Finance Ministry. The reason behind it is 
twofold. One is obvious - the generation of revenue. The other one is chronicling contemporary German 
history and supporting charities.  
 
      Annually the Finance Ministry receives about 500 proposals for stamp, out of which around only 50 
gets final approval. The German Finance Minister, since 1998, grants the final seal of approval. All 
such stamps are having inscription of 'Deutschland'. 
 
      But long before of this set of joint issue, both countries have issued several postage stamps 
highlighting the renowned personalities and cultural heritage of each other. Germany has issued 
postage stamps on the following Indian themes: 
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1. 02 Oct 1969: Mahatma Gandhi (02 Oct 1869 – 30 Jan 1948) by Deutsche Bundespost  
2. 08 May 1979: A set of four Indian miniature paintings (Indische Miniaturen) depicting Goddess 

Durga, Lord Mahavira, Ragini Asavari and Ragini Todi by Deutsche Demokratische Republik 
(DDR) 
 

      India too has issued several postage stamps on illustrious German personalities: 
 
I. 16 Dec 1970: Birth centenary of Ludwig van Beethoven (17 Dec 1770 – 26 Mar 1827), the German 

composer and pianist 
II. 15 July 1974: Friedrich Max Mueller (06 Dec 1823 – 28 Oct 1900), the German-born philologist 

and orientalist 
III. 14 Mar 1979: Birth centenary of Albert Einstein (04 Mar 1879 – 18 Apr 1955), the German-born 

physicist 
IV. 24 Mar 1982: Centenary of Robert Koch’s discovery of Tubercle Bacillus. Koch (11 Dec 1843 – 27 

May 1910) was a German physician and microbiologist 
 
      These are a few examples of the close bonding between the two countries, reflected through the 
unspoken language of philately. 
  
      However, this is not the first time that postage stamps on Indian theme were printed in Germany. 
History dates back 1943, when stamps for India was printed in Germany. Azad Hind (Free India) 
stamps were conceptualized by none other than Subhas Chandra Bose who was the Supreme 
Commander of Indian National Army (INA aka Azad Hind Fauz). Renowned German artists Werner 
and Maria von Axster-Heudtlass were given responsibility to design Azad Hind stamps in Feb' 1943. 
After design and with obvious approval of Subhas Chandra Bose, those stamps were printed by the 
Government Printing Office, Berlin. There were total six designs and ten denominations of the stamps: 
 
1.A Sikh soldier of INA is focusing his German MG 34 gun 
2.A farmer plough in his field at the backdrop of mighty mountain Himalaya 
3.A girl is working at her charkha 
4.A compassionate nurse is attending an injured soldier 
5.A symbolic broken shackle at the foreground of map of Indian subcontinent, guarded by two 
ceremonial swords on both sides 
6.Three soldiers of INA, carrying Azad Hind flag, flanked by two ceremonial swords on two sides 
Nearly 12 million Azad Hind stamps (of various denominations) were printed at that time. However, 
due to twists and turns of history, they could not be used through postal channel.  
 
      Philately is a bridge which brings two nations together even if geographically they are thousands 
miles apart. That’s the power of the tiny piece of paper called postage stamps. 
  

************* 
 

Webliography: 
https://www.bmz.de/en/countries/india 
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aussenpolitik/laenderinformationen/indien-node/india/218838 
http://www.philarz.net/ 
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/33901 
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/EN/Video/2021-05-26-special-stamp-india-
germany/2021-05-26-special-stamp-india-germany.html 
 
Disclaimer: 
The information provided in the article is for general informational purposes only. All information is 
provided in good faith. This is only for the sharing of knowledge of Philately with philatelist fraternity. 
No commercial angle, whatsoever, is involved. No intention to infringe any type of copyright. Under no 
circumstances I shall have any liability for reliance on any information provided in the story. 

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aussenpolitik/laenderinformationen/indien-node/india/218838
http://www.philarz.net/
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A Philatelic Tribute to Indian Cuisine 
 

Dr M R Ramesh Kumar, President, GPNS, Goa 
 

      Indian cuisine consists of a variety of regional and traditional cuisines native to the Indian 
subcontinent. Given the diversity in soil, climate, culture, ethnic groups, and occupations, these 
cuisines vary substantially and use locally available spices, herbs, vegetables, and fruits. Indian Streets 
are full of Popular Cuisines for its famous tasty, food lanes. 
 
      I have been ardent foodie and food lover and had the opportunity to test and taste variety of dishes, 
snacks, sweets, savouries from the length and breadth of the Indian subcontinent from street food, 
popular cuisines to regional cuisines, festival cuisines and Bhog Prasad etc. So when, the Department 
of Posts, Govt of India, released a set of 24 stamps in Se-tenant and  miniature sheet form, way back 
on 3rd November, 2017, I lapped it up. In this article of mine, I have tried to include variety of food which 
I had during my stay in various places in India and abroad during various personal and official 
assignments.   
 
POPULAR CUISINES  
 
Some of the very popular cuisines are depicted in the miniature sheet given below: 
 

 
 
Poha Jalebi: Poha is rice flakes and this is a very simple dish to prepare. It can be modified to include 
as many vegetables as you want. In my home, this is an occasional breakfast or an evening tiffin/snack 
to have when you are back from school. Poha Chutney which is a typical Konkani dish of the Gowda 
Saraswat  Brahmin. 
 
      In India, it is known as Jilebi in Malayalam and Jalebi in Hindi. It is often served with sweetened 
condensed milk dish, rabri or eaten with kachori and vegetable curry in the northern part of the country. 
It is a popular snack in Kerala and a popular breakfast snack in Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh, equally 
popular as dessert at celebrations in other parts of the North India. Jilebi is a breakfast dish in several 
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parts of U.P and Uttarakhand. I had the fortune to have it when I was doing my Remote Sensing Course 
at Indian Institute of Remote Sensing, Dehra Dun way back in 1986.  
 
      Poha and Jalebi together is a new combination for me and this apparently is a popular street food 
in Indore, Madhya Pradesh.  
 
Golgappa: Golgappa name varies depending on the region. In Maharashtra, it is known as Pani Puri; 
Haryana it is known as paani patashi; in Madhya Pradesh fulki; in Uttar Pradesh pani ke 
batashe/padake ; in Assam phuska/puska; Pakodi in parts of Gujarat, Gup-chup in Odisha, Andhra 
Pradesh, South Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh Phuchka in Bengal, Bihar and Nepal. It is popular by the 
name of Gol Gappa in Pakistan and some parts of Northern India. "Pani Puri" was added to the Oxford 
English Dictionary on 10th March, 2005. On 8 April "Happy Pani Puri Day" is celebrated all over India.  
Golgappa consists of a round or ball-shaped, hollow puri (a deep-fried crisp flatbread), filled with a 
mixture of flavored water (known as imli pani), tamarind chutney, chili powder, chaat masala, potato 
mash, onion or chickpeas. This is a street food, which I have had in several beaches in Mumbai and 
Goa. 
 
Dhokla: Dhokla is a vegetarian culinary dish that is found mainly in the Indian state of Gujarat and 
parts of adjacent states. It is made with a fermented batter derived from legumes like Chickpea, Pigeon 
pea and Urad and rice. Dhokla can be eaten for breakfast, as a main course, as a side dish, or as a 
snack. There are several different types of Dhokla, prepared with different ingredients and amount of 
chickpea flour. some of them are :  Khatta, Rasia, Moong dal, Khandavi, Cheese, Toor dal, Sandwich, 
Rava Mixed dal, Green peas, Meetha, Besan and Khaman dhokla. 
 
      Rice and split chickpeas (chana dal), in a particular ratio (to achieve the desired texture and taste), 
are soaked overnight. The mixture is ground, and the paste is fermented for four to five hours or 
overnight. This is spiced by adding chili pepper, Coriander, ginger and baking soda. 
 
      The fermented batter is then steamed for about 15 minutes on a flat dish and cut into pieces. These 
chopped pieces are seasoned in hot oil with mustard seeds. Asafoetida and chopped green chillies 
can also be fried and, sometimes, an equal amount of water. The pieces are then removed from the 
dish. Sometimes it is also fried in hot oil with cumin seeds. It is usually served with deep fried chillies 
and chutney made from coriander. It is garnished with coriander and often with grated coconut. 
 
      This is one my favourite Gujrathi Dishes, and we make it at home quite often or else buy it from the 
Gujrathi Lodge in Panjim, Goa.  
 
Chole Bhature: Chole Bhature  is a food dish popular in the Northern areas of the Indian subcontinent. 
It is a combination of chana masala (spicy white chickpeas) and bhatura/puri, a fried bread made from 
maida. Although it is known as a typical Punjabi dish, there are varied claims around the origin of dish. 
Chole bhature is often eaten as a breakfast dish, sometimes accompanied with lassi. It can also be 
street food or a complete meal and may be accompanied with onions, pickled carrots, green chutney 
or achaar. Some of the best Chole Bhature I have eaten is at Khan Market, New Delhi and in Haridwar 
near the various temple premises.  
 
      Chole is prepared by cooking chickpeas and adding spices such as cumin, coriander seeds, 
turmeric powder, and chili powder. Onion, garlic, and ginger are also added for additional flavor. 
Bhature is prepared by combining flour, salt, and oil, and kneading the dough. The dough is rolled out 
into circles and deep-fried until the bhature puff up. 
 
Idli Dosa: Idli or idly are a type of savoury rice cake, originating from the Indian subcontinent, popular 
as breakfast foods in Southern India. The cakes are made by steaming a batter consisting of fermented 
black lentils  and rice. Idli has several variations, including Rava idli, which is made from semolina. 
Regional variants include Sanna of Konkan region such as Goa, Mangalore etc.  
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      A dosa is a thin pancake originating from South India, made from a fermented batter predominantly 
consisting of lentils and rice. It is somewhat similar to a crepe in appearance, although savoury flavours 
are generally emphasized (sweet variants also exist). Its main ingredients are rice and black gram, 
ground together in a fine, smooth batter with a dash of salt, then fermented. Dosas are a common dish 
in South Indian cuisine, but now have become popular all over the Indian subcontinent. Dosas are 
served hot along with chutney by tradition and sambar in recent times. Other accompaniments include 
chutney powder (a fine groundnut and lentil powder).  
 
      The most popular version is the Masala Dosa, with a filling of the potato masala. Mysore Masala is 
the spicier version of it. Saada (plain) is without filling; paper dosa is a thin and crisp version. Rava 
dosa is made crispier using semolina. Some of the best Dosa especially Masala Dosa which I have 
eaten is in Indian Coffee House in their  different branches throughout Kerala, but their main ingredient 
is Beetroot, which is quite different from the traditional Masala Dosa. In fact, I was fortunate enough to 
eat, Masala Dosa in different continents, of the world. But the one of best one which I relish till today is 
the one I had at Bharat Coffee House, in Broadway, Ernakulam, Kerala.  
 
Vada Pav: It is a popular Indian street food recipe prepared mainly with pav bread and deep fried 
batata vada stuffing. most commonly, this snack is also referred as Indian burger or aka Bombay Burger 
because it hails from Maharashtra or Marathi cuisine. generally, it is served as an evening snack, but 
can also be adapted to breakfast.  
 
      Vada Pav recipe is much easier and quicker to prepare and assemble it. the critical part of any 
good Vada Pav recipe lies in its crispy and savoury vada or batata vada. these patties are slightly 
different from the conventional Aloo Bonda or Vegetable Bonda. basically, the Batata Vada stuffing is 
mainly made from potatoes without onion or peas combination. also, it contains a strong flavour of 
garlic, ginger and coriander leaves. moreover, the patties are typically oval shaped as compared to 
round bonda’s.  
 
      The Pav has been one of our favourite dishes with a varieties of Bhajies in Goa. One of the most 
of the famous eateries which serves a variety of different types of bhajies which go with Goan Pao, is 
Café Ashwini, in St.Inez, Goa. 
 
 
REGIONAL CUISINES 
 
      Cuisine differs across India's diverse regions as a result of variation in local culture, geographical 
location (proximity to sea, desert, or mountains), and economics. It also varies seasonally, depending 
on which fruits and vegetables are ripe.  
 
      Onam, also referred to as Thiru-Onam or Thiruvonam, falls in the first month of the Malayalam 
calendar, Chingam. It is one of the most popular festivals celebrated in Kerala. Onam preparations and 
celebrations go on for a period of ten days.  
 
     Keralites around the world celebrate the 10-day harvest festival of Kerala and the return of the 
legendary King Mahabali, by organising a grand feast, also known as Ona Sadhya. Traditionally, over 
two dozen vegetarian dishes are prepared for this grand feast and served on banana leaves. 
Preparations for this auspicious occasion usually start a few days in advance. 
 
      I fondly remember, the several Ona Sadhya’s, we used to prepare with much fanfare in Goa, when 
I joined National Institute of Oceanography, Dona Paula, Goa, way back in 1982. Also another Ona 
Sadhya which I can remember very well was the one celebrated in Munich, Germany, in a church 
where there were several Kerala people in the year 1996. 
 
      Some of the very popular Regional Cuisines are depicted in the miniature sheet given below: 
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Baby Appam: Also called Appam Or Baby Appam or Paniyaram or Appe or Kuzhiappam. Appe or 
Appum or Appam or Kuzhiappam is the simplest and a quick savory snack from South India made with 
Rice and Urad Dal. Rice and Urad dal is washed and soaked overnight , then grind and ferment to 
make a savory batter. This batter can be used for making Dosai or Uttapam as well. Many variation 
can be done in this recipe making it even more fun and delectable. 
 
      Unni Appam, is another variety Appam also called Karollappam is a small round snack made from 
rice, jaggery, banana, roasted coconut pieces, roasted sesame seeds, ghee and cardamom powder 
fried in oil. Variations of this organic and spongy fried batter using jackfruit preserves instead of banana 
is common from the late 2000s. It is a popular snack in Kerala. In Malayalam, unni means small and 
appam means rice cake. 
 
Baghare Bainganan: Baghāre Baingan  is a curry from the Hyderabadi cuisine made with eggplant 
(brinjal) Hyderabad. It is also used as a side dish with the Hyderabadi biryani. Bagara means tempering 
the oil with spices, a traditional Indian practice of cooking to enhance the aroma of a dish. This dish is 
an amalgamation of rich Nizami cuisine (which is largely influenced by Awadhi cuisine) with flavour of 
rustic Andhra cuisine blending into a hallmark dish of the region. 
 
      The magic of Baghare Baingan lies in its unique blend of spices, eggplants here are twice cooked. 
Deep velvety purple baby eggplants are first stuffed with flavoured coconut-groundnut-sesame paste. 
Then tempered in hot oil and finally simmered in fragrant and spicy gravy slowly absorbing the flavour 
and acquiring the rich and creamy taste. 
 
      The baby eggplants are integral to this dish, they gives a unique texture to the dish. But if you do 
not have access to these, then you can substitute it with small purple eggplants which are readily 
available everywhere. 
 
Dal Bati: Dal-Bati-Churma is a complete dish and very popular in Rajasthan, India. Traditional way to 
serve it is to first coarsely mash the Baati then pour pure Ghee on top of it. It is served with the daal 
(lentils) and spicy garlic chutney. Also served with Besan (gram flour) ki kadi . It is commonly served 
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at all festivities, including religious occasions, wedding ceremonies, and birthday parties in Rajasthan. 
"Dal-Baati-Churma", is a combination of three different food items - Daal (lentils), Baati and Churma 
(Sweet). It is a typical Rajasthani dish. 
 
Litti Choka: Much like baati, Litti needed very less water and could be baked in the sun without any 
utensils. It even had similar ingredients – it is made of wheat, ghee and water. However it is softer than 
baati and has deliciously spicy filling of sattu, a mixture of ground pulses and cereals.  
 
      While litti was traditionally served with chokha (charred brinjals cooked with tomatoes, mashed 
potatoes, green chillies and onions), the combinations underwent many changes as each new ruler of 
the region had his own preferences. In Mughal court, litti was served with shorbas (rich creamy soups) 
and payas (a slow cooked spicy broth), while the Britishers preferred it with curry. However, it is the 
classic combination of litti chokha (believed to be a favourite of Rani Laxmi Bai) that has survived over 
the ages and that still fascinates foodies across the country. 
 
Makke Ki Roti Sarson Ka Saag: Makki ki roti & Sarson ka saag is one of the most famous Punjabi 
dish, needs no introduction. It is prepared with mustard leaves, accompanied with makki ki roti. The 
luscious green sarson ka saag tastes fabulous with makki ki roti & butter. A north Indian delicacy which 
is completely absorbed in Punjabi tradition. Prepared mainly in winter season in Punjab. The cuisine is 
a must try, a perfect meal for people who love healthy traditional food. 
 
      This rich & irresistible dish is easy to prepare. Main ingredients are mustard leaves (sarson ki bhaji) 
& maize flour (makki ka atta). Mustard leaves are a little bitter in taste, but when cooked with milder 
tasting spinach, ghee/butter & spices the taste is heavenly.  I was fortunate to taste this heavenly 
combination, when I staying with a Punjabi family in Southampton, United Kingdom as a Paying Guest 
during my UNDP Fellowship tenure at the University of Southampton.  
 
Biriyani  
 
      Biryani  is a mixed rice dish originating among the Muslims of the Indian subcontinent. It is made 
with Indian spices, rice, either with meat (chicken, beef, goat, lamb, prawn, fish), or eggs or vegetables 
such as potatoes.  
 
      Ingredients for biryani vary according to the region and the type of meat and vegetables used. Meat 
(of either chicken, goat, beef, lamb, prawn or fish) is the prime ingredient with rice. As is common in 
dishes of the Indian subcontinent, vegetables are sometimes also used when preparing biryani. Corn 
may be used depending on the season and availability. Navratan biryani tends to use sweeter, richer 
ingredients such as cashews, kismis and fruits, such as apples and pineapples. 
 
      There are many types of biryanis, whose names are often based on their region of origin. For 
example, Sindhi biryani developed in the Sindh region of what is now Pakistan, and Hyderabadi biryani 
developed in the city of Hyderabad in South India. 
 
      Hyderabadi biryani is India's most famous biryani; some say biryani is synonymous with 
Hyderabad. The crown dish of Hyderabadi Cuisine, Hyderabadi biryani developed under the rule of 
Asaf Jah I, who was first appointed as the governor of Deccan by the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. It 
is made with basmati rice, spices and goat meat. Popular variations use chicken instead of goat meat. 
There are various forms of Hyderabadi biryani, such as kachay gosht ki biryani or Dum biryani, where 
goat meat is marinated and cooked along with the rice. It is left on a slow fire or Dum for a fragrant and 
aromatic flavour.  
 
      Thalassery biryani is the variation of biryani found in the Indian state of Kerala. It is one of the many 
dishes of the Malabar Muslim community, and very popular. 
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FESTIVAL CUISINES 
 
      India is one of the few countries in the world that can boast of people from different backgrounds 
and different religions living together and enjoying and celebrating festivals of each other with the same 
enthusiasm as they celebrate their own. These different religions provide India with a lot of different 
festivals that are celebrated all year long. As a matter of fact some people say that India is a country 
where a festival is celebrated every day. 
 
      Each and every festival brings with it the joy of the festival and ceremonious food that is awaited 
for all year long. These special recipes provide a great opportunity to discover and taste the delicacies 
of Indians. Everybody is allowed to forget about their health related problem and enjoy the food and 
sweets to the fullest. 
 
      Some of the very popular Festival Cuisines are depicted in the miniature sheet given below: 
 

 
 

Malpua: Malpua is a traditional North Indian sweet of sugar syrup coated pancakes made with all-
purpose flour, curd (yogurt), spices, khoya (dried milk solids) and topped with nuts. Malpua recipe is 
often made during festivals, such as Holi, Diwali and also  special occasions and are a street food in 
Odisha. In fact, it is one of the Chappan Bhog offered to Lord Jagannath of Puri Temple.  
 
Pongal: Pongal is a popular recipe having both savory and sweet versions. It is made during the 
popular Pongal Festival or other Hindu festivals in South India and is offered to the deities as 
naivedyam (offerings of food).  
 
      The savory version of pongal recipe known as Ven Pongal or Khara Pongal laced with the 
wonderful flavors of cumin, asafetida, curry leaves, ginger and black pepper. Not to forget the lovely 
aroma of ghee, in it. 
 
      Ven pongal can be made in many ways. You could add grated coconut and even mix vegetables 
like carrots, french beans, green peas, cauliflower, capsicum or corn. Add some oats to making oats 
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pongal for a healthy variation. Millets and even cracked wheat (dalia) can be included to make healthy 
pongal varieties. 
 
      Sweet Pongal is a creamy, sweet porridge made with rice, mung lentils and flavored with 
cardamoms, dry fruits. Sweet Pongal is also known as sakkarai pongal and chakkara pongal in South 
Indian languages is a festive dish traditionally made during the Pongal Festival in South India. 
 
Motichur Ladoo: Motichur laddu are soft, delish melt in the mouth ladoo made mainly with gram flour, 
sugar, and spices. The gram flour batter is fried to make tiny balls or boondi and mixed with sugar 
syrup, nuts or seeds and later shaped to neat round balls. These are typical Ladoos which I used to 
relish during my school days and festival occasions  along with the Besan ladoos which are not so 
common amongst the public domain. I also enjoyed having Rava ladoo which are much more easier 
to make than the above two.  
 
Gujhiya: Gujhiyas are prepared in Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujrat and Bihar regions of India during 
Holi and Diwali festivities. Dry ones are called Pedakiya in Bihar. Pedakiyas are very popular in Bihar 
and are relished by everyone. There it is used as holy offerings in Chhath. There are two types of 
pedakiya made in Bihar: one with suji / rawa (Semolina) and another with khoa. In suji pedakiya, suji 
is roasted in ghee with sugar, almonds, cardamom, raisins and other nuts and then deep fried in ghee. 
In khoa pedakiya, pure khoa is mixed with nuts and sugar and then deep fried. It is also called Ghughra 
(Gujarati) in Gujarat, Karanji (Marathi) in Maharashtra and in Odisha, Somas (Tamil) in Tamil Nadu, 
Garijalu (Telugu) in Telangana and, Kajjikayalu (Telugu) in Andhra Pradesh and, Karjikayi or 
Karigadubu (Kannada) in Karnataka. They are all fried sweet dumplings made of wheat flour and 
stuffed with dry or moist coconut delicacies. In Goa, Goans prepare a similar sweet on the occasion of 
their festivals: Hindus for Ganesh Chaturthi and Christians for Christmas, and call it nevri or neuri (plural 
neureo). In Odisha it is called karanji and has either a coconut based or curd cheese based filling. 
 
Seviyan: Seviyan is also known as semiyan in hindi. this is a quick dessert recipe that is done in less 
than 20 mins. Sweet vermicelli is usually made during festive occasions such as Eid. Meethi seviyan 
is a sweet dessert made from whole wheat vermicelli, ghee, milk, sugar and dry fruits.  
 
Thekua: Thekua, also known as 'Khajuria' or 'Thikari', is a dry sweet from the Indian subcontinent. It is 
very popular in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Terai region of Nepal. Thekua is a revered prasada, offering 
to god, during Chhath puja. It has been used as a sweet snack for centuries in these places. Thekua 
is a sweet that is made of wheat flour, sugar or jaggery, coconut along with ghee and dry fruits.  
 
 
BHOG PRASAD 
 
      Prasad is typically a vegetarian dish that is given as offering to God in temples. Prasad is usually 
offered to God during the beginning of puja and once the puja is over it is distributed among the 
devotees. According to religious texts, it is believed that the prasad which is offered to god is first tasted 
by him. Following this, it is given to devotees as a sign of goodwill to share the blessings of God. 
 
      Whenever, I think of Bhog Prasad, there are a few which comes readily to my mind, they are the 
Modak which are made during the Ganesh festivals in Maharashtra, Goa and Karnatka, Chhappan 
Bhoga (56 Bhoga or Mahaprasad) offered to Lord Jagannath  in Puri, Odisha, Ladoo offered to Lord 
Balaji of  Tirupati and the Aravana Payasam given as naivedyam at the Sabarimala Ayyappa temple, 
Kerala.  
 
      There are so many foods that can be offered to the gods, and while it is the intention and the faith 
that matters, making an extra effort is always more satisfying.  
 
      Some of the very popular Bhog Prasad are depicted in the miniature sheet given below: 
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Modak: Modak  is an Indian sweet dumpling dish popular in many Indian states and cultures. According 
to Hindu belief, it is considered one of the favourite dishes of Lord Ganesha and is therefore used in 
prayers. The sweet filling on the inside of a modak consists of freshly grated coconut and jaggery, while 
the outer soft shell is made from rice flour or wheat flour mixed with khava or maida flour.  
 
      Modak is Bhagwan Ganesha’s favorite sweet and made in many Hindu homes during the first day 
of Ganesh Chaturthi Festival. The most popular variety of modak that is made is Ukadiche modak 
(steamed modak) which is from the Maharashtrian Cuisine. 
 
      The South Indian variation of Modak is Kozhukattai or Kolukattai which is made during Vinayaka 
Chaturthi in the Southern Indian states of Kerala and Tamil Nadu. There is another variant of modak 
recipe where the outer crust is made from whole wheat flour and fried – called Fried Modak.  
 
Mahaprasad Rice Dal: Mahaprasad is the term applied to items offered to Lord Jagannath in the holy 
Temple of Puri located in Odisha, India. It includes different types of rice like ghee rice, mixed rice, 
cumin seed and ginger rice and Dal like sweet dal, plain dal mixed with vegetables, mixed Dal. Indian 
cuisine encompasses a wide variety of regional and traditional cuisines. 
 
Chhappan Bhog: Chappan Bhog is a special prasad consisting of 56 food items that are offered to 
Lord Krishna on Krishna Janmashtami. The word 'Chappan' translated to 56, and 'Bhog' means food. 
... Lord Krishna would usually eat eight food items every day, but he didn't consume any food during 
these seven days. So at the end of the seventh day, everyone made Krishna ji a total of 56 dishes 
(eight multiplied by seven), out of gratitude. 
 
Peda: Peda is a fairly general term that refers to a wide variety of spherical or round, delicious milk-
based fudge treats. Typically they are made with a combination of dried milk solids (khoya or mawa), 
sugar and milk, and any preferred flavoring spices. The mixture is simmered on the stovetop until 
reduced to a thick consistency, which is then cooled and shaped. 
 
      Peda is a sweet dish hailing from the Indian subcontinent. It originated from Mathura, Uttar 
Pradesh, India. Usually prepared in thick, semi-soft pieces, its main ingredients are khoa, sugar and 
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traditional flavorings including cardamom seeds, pistachio nuts and saffron. Its colour varies from a 
creamy white to a caramel colour. The word peda is also generically used to mean a sphere of any 
doughy substance such as flour or khoa. Variant spellings and names for the dessert include pedha, 
penda (in Gujarati) and pera. 
 
      Pedas originated in the city of Mathura in the present-day Uttar Pradesh. The Mathura Peda is the 
characteristic variety from the city. From Uttar Pradesh, the peda spread to many parts of the Indian 
subcontinent. Thakur Ram Ratan Singh of Lucknow who migrated to Dharwad (in the present-day 
Karnataka) in the 1850s introduced pedas there. This distinct variety is now famous as the Dharwad 
pedha.  
 
      As with laddoos, pedas are sometimes used as prasadam in religious services. 
 
Sandesh: Sweet and delicious, Sandesh (called Shondesh in Bengali language) is a popular sweet 
from Bengal and prepared during festivals like Durga Puja. Being a milk-based sweet it is made with 
chenna or paneer and needs a handful of ingredients.  
 
      Sandesh is a dessert, originating from the Bengal region in the eastern part of the Indian 
subcontinent, created with milk and sugar. Some recipes of Sandesh call for the use of chhena or 
paneer (which is made by curdling the milk and separating the whey from it) instead of milk itself. 
 
      I had the good fortune to eat a variety of Sandesh during my several official trips to Kolkatta and at 
various places and each of them tasted very different in both colour, ingredients  and shape. For more 
complex and elaborately prepared sandesh, the chhana is dried and pressed, flavored with essence 
of fruits, and sometimes even colored, and cooked to many different levels of consistencies. 
Sometimes it is filled with syrup, blended with coconut or kheer, and molded into a variety of shapes 
such as conch shells, elephants, and fish. Another variant is nolen gurer sandesh, which is made with 
gur or jaggery. It is known for its brown or caramel colour that comes from nolen gur. 
 
Tirupati Ladoo: One of my most of favourite Bhog Prasad which I still relish is the Tirupati Laddu, 
when some of our friends or relatives near our house or village who visit the Lord Balaji Temple, 
Tirupati, invariably bring a small amount of this Prasadam to our house and we always get a very small 
portion only as it is Prasadam and not a sweet.  
 
Types of Bhog Prasad offered to Lord Venkateshwara:  
 
      For “Divine Break Fast” after First Bell in the temple, Anna prasadams like Matrannam, 
Mudgannam (ghee pongal), Tintrinirasannam (tamarind rice-pulihora) Dadhyodhanam (Curd rice), 
Gudannam (jaggery rice, Chakra Pongal), Sakannam (kadambam rice made of vegetables), 
Shakkarannam (Ravakesari) are prepared. Besides these, four other kinds of snacks or Panyaramulu 
(savory) are also wanted to Lord every day. They include Ladukam (Laddu), Mashappam (vada), 
Gudappam (appam), Chakrappam (dosa). 
 
      After second bell, Lunch or Raja Bhogam menu emerges to Lord. The delicacies during this hour 
includes Suddhannam (basic white rice), Pulihora Gudannam, Dadhyodhanam, Seera or Sakkarabath. 
For Dinner or Shayana Bhogam after the third bell, Marichyannam or pepper rice, Chakrappam, Dosa 
, Ladukam, Mashappam, Sakkarannam are offered. 
 
      Tirupati Laddu or SriVari Laddu is the laddu sweet offered as Naivedhyam to Venkateswara at 
Tirumala Venkateswara Temple in Tirupati, Chittoor District, Andhra Pradesh, India. The laddu is given 
as prasadam to devotees after having the darshan in the temple. The laddu prasadam is prepared 
within the temple kitchen known as 'Potu' by the temple board Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams. 
Tirupati Laddu received Geographical indication tag which entitles that only Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams can make and sell it. 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.73/March 2022 42 

 

New Issues From Other Countries 

 

 

 

CROATIA MALTA 
 

Children’s World - Pets, Dogs 
 

 
Maltese Buses 

 

 

 

 
Issue Date: 21.02.2022 

 

Issue Date: 24.02.2022 
 

 

SWITZERLAND GIBRALTAR 
 

Switzerland  Animals In Their Habitats 
 

Europa 2022 – Stories & Myths 

 

 

 

 

Issue Date: 24.02.2022 
Issue Date: 24.02.2022 

 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
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Mind Blowing Joint Issues – 9 

 

By Sreejesh Krishnan 

      On 29 August 2013 Ascension Islands – South Georgia  jointly issued a set of stamps on Fishes and 

marine animal species.  

 

 

      North Korea and Russia issued identical stamps on Hawk (Accipiter nisus) and, Osprey (Pandion 

haliaetus) on 12 October 2014.  
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New Special Covers 

 

 

  
SHILLONG : 15 August 2021 
Department of Arts & Culture 

 

NIT CALICUT : 13 December 2021 
National Institute of Technology, Calicut 

  
BARIPADA : 23 December 2021 

50 Years of Mayurbhanj Postal Division 
 

DHENKANAL : 28 December 2021 
50 Years of Dhenkanal Postal Division 

 

  
MUMBAI : 30 December 2021 

A Tribute to the Masters of Indian Cricket 
 

BHOPAL : 08 January 2022 
Sehore 0 Wooden Toys 

 

  
BHOPAL : 08 January 2022 

Harda - Bamboo 
 

BHOPAL : 08 January 2022 
Betul - Sagwan (Teak) Wood Products 

 

  
BHOPAL : 08 January 2022 

Katni - Stone 
BHOPAL : 08 January 2022 

Sidhi - Carpet 
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BHOPAL : 08 January 2022 
Seoni - Jeerashankar Rice 

 

MUMBAI : 10 January 2022 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya 

 

  
UDUPI : 18 January 2022 

Paryaya Mahotsava - Shri Krishnapura Matha 

 

IMPHAL : 23 January 2022 
INA Memorial Moirang 

 

  
Khajuraho : 21 December 2022 

Kathak Maestro Pt. Birju Maharaj 

 

SILCHAR : 27 January 2022 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

  
BENGALURU : 22 February 2022 

World Thinking Day 2022 
 

INDORE : 22 February 2022 
Lata Mangeshkar  

  

  MUMBAI : 22 February 2022 
S H Raza Birth Centenary Celebrations 

KUNDALPUR (M.P.) : 22 February 2022 
Shri Bade Baba Mahamastakabhishek 
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NEW DELHI : 24 February 2022 

Dist. Level Virtual Philately Exhibition 2022 
KUNDALPUR (M.P.) : 24 February 2022 
Shri Bade Baba Mahamastakabhishek 

 

  

KUNDALPUR (M.P.) : 24 February 2022 
Shri Bade Baba Mahamastakabhishek 

 

KUNDALPUR (M.P.) : 24 February 2022 
Shri Bade Baba Mahamastakabhishek 

 

  
KUNDALPUR (M.P.) : 24 February 2022 
Shri Bade Baba Mahamastakabhishek 

 

KUNDALPUR (M.P.) : 24 February 2022 
Shri Bade Baba Mahamastakabhishek 

 
 

  

PATNA : 24 February 2022 
Governor House 

 

PATNA : 24 February 2022 
Unsung Heroes of Bihar 

 

  
PATNA : 24 February 2022 

Unsung Heroes of Bihar 
NEW DELHI : 25 February 2022 

Dist. Level Virtual Philately Exhibition 2022 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan & Suresh Rao 
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Forthcoming Events 

 

 

 
HUNFILEX2022 

      
       HUNFILEX will take place at the Bálna (Whale) Exhibition 
Centre in the centre of Budapest from 31st March – 3rd April 2022.  
It marks the centenary of the first national philatelic federation in 
Hungary, and will be the first World Philatelic Exhibition to be held 
in Hungary since 1971. 
 

      Mr. Ajay Kumar Mittal has been appointed Indian National Commissioner for Hunfilex 2022, FIP 
Specialised exhibition, to be held at Budapest, Hungary from 31st March to 3rd April, 2022. The 
exhibition will have the following classes: 

      With WSC, Traditional, Postal History, Revenue, Thematic, Open, One Frame (Trad., P. H. and 
Thematic only) and Phil. Lit. only. 

Contact information: 
Ajay Kumar Mittal 
D-57 South Extension Part-1, 
New Delhi-110049 
 

Email: ajaymittal1957@gmail.com 

Mob : + 91 98110 32311 

 

      For more information, go to the HUNFILEX2022 website at: http://www.hunfilex2022.com 

 
HELVETIA 2022 

 

      A specialized world stamp exhibition, HELVETIA 2022 is to be 
held from 18 to 22 May 2022 at the Padiglione Conza in 
Lugano, Switzerland with FIP Patronage and FEPA Recognition, 
celebrating the 160th anniversary of the Sitting Helvetia, the first 
perforate Swiss stamp and the first to bear the appellation Helvetia, 

still used today. Organized by the Swiss Federation of Philatelic Societies in cooperation with the Philatelic 
Society of Lugano. 
 
      The AIJP (Association internationale des journalistes philatéliques) and AEP (Académie 
européenne de philatélie) have also granted patronage to HELVETIA 2022. The Organizing Committee 
will make all reasonable efforts to secure simplified customs procedures for exhibits to enter 
Switzerland. 
 

      Mr. Anil Suri has been appointed Indian National Commissioner for Helvetia 2022, FIP World Stamp 
Championship Specialised Exhibition. 

      The exhibition will include World Stamp Championship, Traditional, Postal History, Aero-Philately, 
Postal Stationery, Thematic, One Frame (TR, PH, PS, AE & TH) and Philatelic Literature Classes 
only.  

Contact information: 
Mr. Anil Suri 
E-70, Kalkaji, 
New Delhi-110019 

Email: anilksuri@email.com 
Mobile : +91 9811176908, 8130827029 
Home Landline- +91 11 40523366 
Office Landline- +91 11 40521998 

        More Details at: website www.helvetia2022.ch 

mailto:ajaymittal1957@gmail.com
http://www.hunfilex2022.com/
https://aijp.org/
http://www.aephil.com/
mailto:anilksuri@email.com
http://www.helvetia2022.ch/
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CAPE TOWN 2022 

 
      Cape Town 2021 exhibition has been renamed as Cape Town 2022. 
New dates are 8th - 12th November 2022. 
 

      Mr. Shakil Ahmed has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner 
for the Cape Town 2022, FIP Specialized World Stamp Exhibition to be held 
at Cape Town International Convention Center, South Africa from 8 to 12 
November, 2022. 

      Exhibition Classes: Traditional, Postal History, Aerophilately, Postal Stationery, Revenue, 
Thematic, Open, Modern Philately, One Frame, Philatelic Literature and Picture Postcards only) 

Contact information: 
 
Shakil Ahmed 
Dargah Bazar, Balakrishna Road, 
P. O. Buxi Bazar, 
CUTTACK-753001, ODISHA 

 

Email: ahmedshakil99@gmail.com 
       (M) +91-9437225760 / +91-7008025663 

                For more details visit: https://capetown2022.org/  

 

TAIPEI 2021 

 

      Mr. Rajan Jayakar has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner 
for the Taipei 2021, 38th FIAP Asian International Stamp Exhibition, Taipei, 
Chinese Taipei to be held from 6 to 10 May, 2022. 

Contact information: 
 
Rajan Motiram Jayakar 
Flat No.2, Court View, 
126, Maharshi Karve Road, 
Churchgate, Mumbai 400 020 

 

Email: rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com 
      Phone: +91-22-22820570, +91-22-22820572, 
      (M) +919821072417 

      

SAVPEX2022 

      South Africa’s Seventh Virtual Philatelic Exhibition (SAVPEX), a one-frame 
exhibition, proudly hosted by the Orange Free State Philatelic Society under the 
auspices of the Philatelic Federation of South Africa.  Last date of receipt of entry 
form and payment is 30 April 2022.  Receipt of uploaded exhibits is 21 May 2022.  
Exhibits will be available for viewing on the PFSA website is July 2022.  For more 
details email: josuav528@gmail.com 

 

CAPEX 22 

       WSC Specialised Exhibition CAPEX 2022, to be held from 09 – 12, 
June, 2022 at Toronto, Canada. Awards will be treated as Continental 
awards.  The One Frame exhibition will include : Traditional, Postal 
History, Postal Stationery, Aero-philately, Astro-philately, Thematic, 
Maximaphily, Revenue, Youth, Modern Phil., Phil. Lit. and Picture 
Postcards, Classes only.  

 

mailto:ahmedshakil99@gmail.com
https://capetown2022.org/
mailto:rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com
mailto:josuav528@gmail.com
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      Last date of submission of entries to the Exhibition authorities - November, 2021.  Mr. Angeet Suri 
has been appointed National Commissioner. 
Details available at website: http://www.capex22.org 

      Contact information: 
      ANGEET SURI 
      E-70, Kalkaji, 
      New Delhi-110019, 
      Email: angeet86@hotmail.com 
      Phones: +91 9891370070, 8588077077. 
      +91 11 40523366 

 

IBRA 2023 

     IBRA 2023 and 33st International Stamp Fair will be held at Hall 1 and 2, 
Messe Essen, Germany from 25 to 28 May, 2023. 

      Mr. Madhukar Jhingan has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner 
for the IBRA 2023. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Word Spy # 02 (See Page 28) (Answer) 
 

Y T R S V J D Z L X Y A S S E 

V Q B E B I W I R A L J C U K 

J L M T V F N H E S I D A Z K 

P A W E G E V M A C H I N Y I 

Q P K N R W N L T O P I C A L 

O A L A P I A U W R A M E B O 

F B V N E F X Z E Q M P L Z W 

U M D T S G H C Z X I R L T A 

R F E K Z Q A F F O X E A J R 

O N G B T N Q E U B A S T L E 

T E A U C T I O N H M S I Q M 

L G A E R P W M V I Q I O N P 

R V L N O I T A N I M O N E D 

E Q W I P V K U E J A N A I W 

M Z R P E Q H K Z M W R L D B 
 
 
 

 

Contact information: 
 
Madhukar Jhingan 
49-D/BG-5 Paschim Vihar, 
NEW DELHI – 110063 
 

 
 
Email: mj@stampsofindia.com  
(M) +91-9811160965 

http://www.capex22.org/
mailto:angeet86@hotmail.com
mailto:mj@stampsofindia.com
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Philatelic Links 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
http://timbrophily.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.sipa.org.in 
www.philcent.com  
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
www.samsshopping.com` 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com   
                        

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XV. No.170 (Feb. 2022) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.21 Issue 1/2021 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.1 (Jan. 2022) 
Signet: Vol.44 No.2,3 & 4 (April - December 2021) 
Vadophil: No.165-166 (January-April 2021) 
Journal of TAPS Vol.18, 1&2 (May 2020) 
Filacap – online. No.227 (January 2022) 
The Goa Philatelist: Vol.II Issue 2 (Jul-Sept. 2021) 

 
 

   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to 
be published in this bulletin.  Please send your writeups 
in MS Word only, to our email ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   
News and philatelic activities in your locality are also 
welcome.  Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send 
their brief reports on day to day activities. 

  

Editor 
 

 

Awards won 
 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX: SILVER 
 

 
 

 

http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.sipa.org.in/
http://www.philcent.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com


Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.73/March 2022 51 

 
 

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 
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