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Editorial 

 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
      I have immense pleasure to release the 76th issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin.  The responses 
received from the different parts of the world are joyful.  Many positive comments were thankfully 
received through email, WhatsApp and Facebook on last month’s issue.  I wish to say that please send 
your comments through email only in order to publish it in this magazine. 
 
      In ancient times, the Kings, emperors and rulers were using birds to send messages.  Later it was 
transformed to postal runners to convey and obtain information.  A runner ran from one point to the 
next, carrying the letters with a sharp pointed pole.  Gradually horses were used for this purpose.  After 
the introduction of motor vehicles the usage of horses decreased. Motor vehicles ensured that the mail 
could be delivered faster.  Thus, man used different types of conveyance for mail delivery like ships, 
rockets, trains, aeroplanes etc.  Now electronic media is using to convey messages.  But it is not 
possible to deliver articles or parcels through electronic media. 
 
      India post recently delivered a parcel through Drone covering an aerial distance of 46 kms in 25 
minutes.  The mail was dispatched from Habay village to Ner village of Kutch district in Gujarat.  This 
pilot project looked into the cost of drone delivery as well as geographical distance between two centers 
and coordination among staff during the process of delivery.  The postal authorities say that if this 
experiment is commercially successful, postal parcel delivery service will be faster.  So we can expect 
such deliveries by India Post in near future.  
 

      Happy collecting. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 
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Readers’ Column 

 

 
 
To the Editor and the excellent Stamp Bulletin. 
 
      I am reading this May issues with joy. When i read about the interest for our hobby from the 
Department of Post, all the stamps club and all the collectors, I am proud to be a member of Indian 
Philately. In this issue, we are looking into a new milestone of stamp collecting with bitcoin stamps. 
Thank you for bringing this up. It was very informative reading. 
 
      Congratulation to all of you for a great Bulletin. 
 

Ole-Fredrik Olsen 
Norway. 

 
 
      I had been reading some of your older issues and find that your magazine covers have always, 
been well designed, and quality of articles always of a nice standard, despite your magazine being 
perhaps the only one which maintains its periodicity.  
 
      Hearty congratulations on your 75th Edition. 
 

Abhijit De,  
Chennai 

 
Dear Mohanachandran Sir 
 
      I m writing this letter to congratulate Sri. Lokeswara Rao for his useful article “ Exciting World of 
Crypto Philately” published in your magazine last month.  Expecting these typye of articles in future. 
 
      I also congratulate you for being elected as the governing board member of PCI.  I think you are 
one of the most eligible candidates to serve philately.   
 

Abhilash Mohan,  
Thiruvananthapuram 

 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
      I was going through the digital magazine and was glad to have read up on the article on Crypto 
Philately.  I am sure tht many people will get to learn about this new subject from this article.  My 
congratulations to the author and the publisher. 
 

Subrata Burman,  
Kolkata 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
      Many congratulation on the 75th issue of your magazine which is filled with useful article. 
 

Raiyarela Rajnikant,  
Ahmedabad 
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News in Brief 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERALBODY MEETING OF RSEC 

 
      Religious Stamp Exchange Club (RSEC), Ernakulam, Kochi, convened its 52nd Annual General 
Body Meeting on 22 May, 2022 at Hotel K K International, Ernakulam.  The meeting started at 10.00 
am.  Advocate Mani Vithayathil presided over the meeting. Joint Secretary Shri. Nishad made a 
welcome speech.  The president narrated about the future activities to be taken by the Club.  One of 
which was to take necessary steps to affiliate with the Philatelic Congress of India.  Second one was 
to celebrate the club’s 50th anniversary with immediate effect. Secretary Shri. V.C. Antony presented 
the previous AGM minutes and Annual Reports for the years 2019-20, 2020-21and 2021-22.  After the 
discussion, members confirmed the minutes and reports.  Next Treasurer Shri. Thomas Paul presented 
the accounts for the above periods. In its discussion some of the members pointed out about the huge 
amount of money accumulated in the club’s account idle.  They demanded that it should be spent 
properly for promoting philately, especially among students.  The General Body decided to do so 
accordingly and the account was thus passed. 
 

 
 

Office bearers of RSEC 

 
      Next agenda was the election of new office bearers.  A panel was selected to the governing council.  
Thus the following members were elected as the new office bearers. 
 
President: Adv. Mani Vithayathil 
 

Vice President: Vice Admiral (Retd) P. K. Kuruvila AVM 
 

Secretary: Prof. V. C. Antony 
 

Jt. Secretary: Shri. Nishad K H 
 

Treasurer: Thomas Paul 

Committee Members: 

 

1. Shri. Abraham Chaly 
2. Shri. George Sebastian 
3. Smt. Sudha P 
4. Shri. Mani P K 
 

Internal Auditor: Shri. Joseph V T 
 
      At the end Shri. George Sebastian made the vote of thanks.  The meeting concluded at 12.45 pm.  
After lunch a spot auction was carried on at the venue.  Nearly 30 members participated in the meeting. 
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NEW GOVERNING COUNCIL OF ‘THE PHILATELISTS’ 
 
      The Coimbatore based philatelic club, ‘The Philatelists’ elected the following members for its 
governing council for the period 2022-24. 
 

 
 
President: Mr. Muralidharan 
Vice President: Dr. Bobby Viswaroop 
Secretary: Mr. Jaiparameshwaren 
Joint Secretary: Mr. Surendren 

Treasurer: Mrs. Nithya 
 

Committee Members: 
1. Mr. P R Krishnan 
2. Mr. Rangaraj 

 
 

GB REGULAR STAMPS ARE CHANGING 
 

      Royal Mail has announced that they are adding barcodes to all 
their regular ‘everyday’ stamps.  The stamps pictured below depicts 
the profile of Her Majesty the Queen on a plain coloured background.  
The barcodes will enable exciting new services by connecting 
physical stamps to the digital world through the Royal Mail app.  
Royal Mail gave plenty of notice about this change regarding the 
validity of non-barcoded stamps until 31 January 2023.  Holders of 
these non-barcoded stamps can use  until the above date or swap 
them out for the new barcoded ones.  The Stamp Swap Out scheme 

was opened by the Royal Mail on 31st March 2022.  To swap out, simply fill up one form and submit it 
along with the unused stamps.  Royal Mail will exchange barcoded stamps for the value.   
 

                 

              Stamps to be swapped out                                        Stamps don’t need to be swapped out 

 
      As per Royal Mail’s notification, Special Stamps with pictures on and Christmas Stamps without a 
barcode will continue to be valid and don’t need to be swapped out. 
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INDIAN DISPLAY AT RPSL REGIONAL MEETING 
 
      The Indian representative of Royal Philatelic Society London (RPSL) Mr. Markand Dave FRPSL 
displayed his two award-winning collections at the Regional Meeting of RPSL on 14th and 15th May 
2022. The display and talk on “Indian Airmails issue of 1929” was done at Sutton Coldfield and “The 
Rocket Mails of India 1934-44” was done at Jubilee Centre, Bowdon near Manchester. 
 
 

          
 
 
      Previously Mr Markand Dave presented his study papers on “One Ana Watermark of 1854” and 
“Two Annas” at FRPSL in the year 2020. The first Indian to present the paper at RPSL was late Deoki 
Nandan Jatia, RDP, FRPSL who presented “1854 Four Anas 3rd Printing”.   After a long gap of nearly 
40 years Shri. Markand Dave brings us the pride back and keeps the Indian flag high at RPSL. The 
president of RPSL Mr. Peter Cockburn, FRPSL, now presented him a Plaque on 26 May 2022 at its 
Headquarters, for honouring his presentation done in 2020. 
 
 
HELVETIA 2022 INDIAN WINNERS 

 
      The FIP patronaged specialised world stamp exhibition 
HELVETIA 2022 concluded on 22 May 2022 at Padiglione 
Conza, in Lugano, Switzerland.  Mr. Anil Suri, was the Indian 
Commissioner of the exhibition.  Following are the Indian 
winners at the exhibition. 

 
Large Vermeil 
 

1. Dr. K S Mohan - Service Stamps of Cochin 
2. E. P. James - Cochin Postal History 
3. Om Prakash Kedia - Litho Stamps of Bhopal 
 
Vermeil 
 

1. Madhav Ramachandran - British India 
2. Mahalingam Ramachandran - Kingdom of 
Cochin 
3. Madhukar Jhingan - Indian Aerogrammes 

Large Silver 

 

1. Piyush Khaitan - Air India 
2. Dinesh Sharma - Summer Olympic Games 
3. Lokeswara Rao Madiraju - Buddhism on 
Stamps (Literature) 
 
Bronze 
 

Dinesh Sharma - Olympic Flame & Torch Relay 
 

  
      Congratulations to all winners 
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PHILATELIC GALLERY INAUGURATED IN ALOYSEUM 
 

      A museum called Aloyseum was established in 1913 at St. Aloysius College, Mangalore, Karnataka 
State with the collection of around 2000 different types of minerals, Herbarium, Roman coins etc. 
donated by an Italian Jusuit priest named Chiapi.  The museum also has a collection of antiques and 
ancient utensils etc. 
 
      On 12 May 2022 a Philatelic Gallery was opened at this museum with more than 50,000 stamps 
worldwide collected by late Rev. Fr.Gabriel Ferruccio, a Jesuit brother.  After his death the collection 
was gifted to this museum.  Most of the stamps are from the Vatican.  At present about 3000 stamps 
were displayed due to lack of space.  The remaining will be displayed in batches shortly. 
 

    
 
      Dr. Charles Lobo, former Chief Post Master General of the Karnataka Circle inaugurated the 
Philatelic Gallery.  Rev. Fr. Melwin J Pinto SJ, Rector of St. Aloysius College, presided over the event.  
Vidya Baglodi, a renowned philatelist felicitated the function.  Rev. Fr. Leo D’Souza SJ gave a brief 
description of the stamps exhibited.  Mr. Alwyn compared the programme and Rebecca proposed the 
vote of thanks. 
 

INDIA POST DELIVERED MAIL USING DRONE  
 
      In continuation with the celebration of Drone Mahotsav 2022 in the country, inaugurated by the 
Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi, the Department of Posts successfully made a pilot project in 
delivering mail using a drone for the first time.   
 

    
 

      A packet of medicines was sent by drone from Habay village in Bhuj taluka to Ner village in Bhachau 
taluka of Kutch district in Gujarat by the postal department under the guidance of the Union Ministry of 
Communications.  The time taken was 25 minutes to cover 46 kms.  With the success of this pilot 
project, it will be possible to make postal deliveries by drone in future. 
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UNESCO Heritage Sites of Indian Railways - Part 2 
 

By Dr. M K Sudhakar, M.D., Chennai 

MOUNTAIN RAILWAYS OF INDIA : DARJEELING HIMALAYAN RAILWAY 

INTRODUCTION 

      Darjeeling Himalayan Railway (DHR) colloquially referred as or Joy Train or Toy Train is a hill 
passenger railway situated in the Darjeeling district of West Bengal. DHR is the second narrow gauge 
railway line of India.   

 

(Figure 1. Special Cover issued for DEPEX ’78 - Darjeeling Philatelic Exhibition 1978 on May 13, 1978, to 
commemorate ‘Toy Train Day’ features Darjeeling Himalayan Railway train on the cover and cancellation) 

LOCATION  

      The DHR is in the Darjeeling district of West Bengal and extends from New Jalpaiguri to Darjeeling.   

INAUGURATION 

      The DHR was conceived by Franklin Prestage, Agent of Eastern Bengal State Railway and 
approved by Sir Ashley Eden, Lieutenant Governor of Bengal in 1879. The DHR was constructed by 
Gillanders Arbuthnot and Company. I. J. Whitty was the Chief Engineer and H. Edwards was the 
Assistant Engineer.   

      The DHR was inaugurated by 
Lord Lytton, Viceroy of India on July 
04, 1881.   

(Figure 2. First Day Cover issued to 
commemorate the Centenary of 

Darjeeling Himalayan Railway on 
December 18, 1982, features Darjeeling 

Himalayan Railway train on the cover 
and stamp . The cancellation from 
Darjeeling features the Himalayan 

mountain ranges) 
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      The Darjeeling to Siliguri section was opened in 1881 and Siliguri to New Jalpaiguri section was 
opened in 1962.  

      The DHR operated 2 extensions on Teesta Valley and Kishanganj (1914 – 1949).  

ADMINISTRATION 

      The DHR was the first private enterprise of Indian Railways and incorporated in.   

      The DHR was nationalized by the Indian Railways in 1948 and is annexed with the North East 
Frontier Railway NEFR in 1958.  

      The Headquarters is located at Elysia Place in Kurseong and houses the office and museum. The 
Locomotive Workshops and Carriage Workshops are located at New Jalpaiguri. 

 

(Figure 3. Special Cover issued for DEPEX ’05 - Darjeeling Philatelic Exhibition 2005 features Darjeeling 
Himalayan Railway train on the cover anc cancealltion) 

 

The DHR is administered by Director since 2007 and has over 2000 administrative and technical staff.  

RAILWAY LINE 

      The DHR is a single line narrow gauge (2feet = 610 mm) and follows the Hill Cart Road on National 
Highway 110.  

      The line extends from New Jalpaiguri in the plains (100 m ASL) to Darjeeling in the hills (2200 m 
ASL).  

      The total distance of the line is 88 kilometres the ruling gradient is 1:16, The average gradient is 1 
in 29 and the steepest gradient is 1 in 20.  

      The sharpest curve is located on Loop No. 4 at 21 miles and has a radius of 18 m.  The maximum 
curve is 120 degrees.   

      The line has 14 stations, Ghoom is highest railway station in India and Asia (2257.65 MSL). 
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(Figure 4. Special Cover issued to commemorate the inscription of Darjeeling Himalayan Railway as UNESCO 
World Heritage Site on November 22, 2003, features the locomotive and Ghoom . The cancellation is of 

Ghoom post office, the highest point on railway) 

      The DHR has 5 major bridges, 498 minor bridges and 177 unmanned level railroad crossings.   

      The DHR has no tunnels and the line is built on zigzag and loop line technology. There are 4 
zigzags or reverses and 5 loops of which 2 are double spirals.  

      The Agony point on loop 3 and Batasia loop on loop no 5 are important locations.  

 

(Figure 5. A private Picture Post Card carried by Darjeeling Himalayan Railway train features  
Batasia loop with post marks of Darjeeling and Ghoom post offices) 

 

(Figure 6. First Day Cover issued to commemorate the Locomotives of Indian Railways on May 15, 1976, 
features Batasia loop and first Day of issue cancellation from Darjeeling) 
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RAILWAY LOCOMOTIVE  

      The B class steam locomotive 0-4-0 saddle tank oil fired engines weigh 14 tonnes 4 with coupled 
wheels and cylinders manufactured by Sharp and Stewart Company, Manchester UK and North British 
Locomotive Company  

 

(Figure 7. First Day Cover issued to commemorate the Mountain Locomotives of Indian Railways on April 16, 
1993, features the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway B 1889 steam  locomotive on the cover and stamp) 

      The NDM6 class diesel locomotive is used presently.    

RAILWAY CARRIAGE  

      The DHR has carriages for Passenger and Goods. The DHR transports tourists, natives, and 
troops.  

      The DHR carried mail, food commodities, tea, spices, fruits and vegetables besides oil, coal, steel 
and commodities tea, rice.  

 

(Figure 8. Special Cover issued to commemorate Meghdoot 2004, the Post Office Festival and Philately 
Exhibition on February 17, 2004, from Siliguri features the Toy Train on the cover and cancellation) 
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RAILWAY SERVICES  

 

(Figure 9. Special Toy Train Carried Mail Cover issued for HERITAGE ’06 to commemorate 125th year of 
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway on June 05,2006 carried  from Siliguri to Sukna features the toy train on the 

cover and cancellation along with the autograph of the mailman) 

      The journey time is 8 hours with a maximum speed of 15 kmph.  

      The DHR services were suspended during natural calamities like cyclone (1899), earthquakes 
(1897, 1934) and landslides and civilian unrest (1988 -1989, 2017).  

RECOGNITION  

      The 23rd session of UNESCO World Heritage Council held at Morocco recognised Darjeeling 
Himalayan Railway as a World Heritage Site on December 02, 1999.  

 

(Figure 10. Special Cover issued to commemorate Darjeeling Himalayan Railway – Heritage for the 
Community on March 24, 2003, from Kurseong features the toy train on the cover and cancellation) 

      The DHR is the second railway in the world to be granted heritage status.  
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      The eminent personalities who had travelled in this route included Mahatma Gandhi, Rabindranath 
Tagore, Subash Chandra Bose, Sarat Chandra Bose, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, Nil Ratan Sarkar, Sister 
Nivedita, Mark Twain and Rudyard Kipling.  

      Mother Teresa on her journey form Calcutta to Darjeeling felt the call within call to work for the 
destitute and on September 10, 1946 and founded the Missionaries of Charity.  

RESOURCES 

      Films – The DHR has featured in many Hindi, Bengali and Assamese movies and immortalized in 
the Hindi movie Aradhana (1969) and Parineeta (2005).  

      TV – The Doordarshan produced a documentary in 1991 titled “Chugging with The Granny”.   

      The DHR featured in the first part of the BBC Four documentaries titled the “Indian Hill Railways” 
in 2010. The documentary series on the hill railways in India has won the prestigious Royal Television 
Society Award of the United Kingdom in 2010. 

 

      The United Nations Postal Administration (UNPA) issued a set of 6 stamps on August 25, 2021, 
featuring waterways, railways, and bridges in UNESCO World Heritage Sites  

      The CHF 1.50 stamp titled Chemins De Fer or Iron Path designed by Sergio Baradat features 
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, India   

      Darjeeling Himalayan Railway has also featured on commemorative stamps issued by Postal 
authorities of Bhutan, Gambia, and Tuvalu (Images from Internet)  
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Knowledge Bank 

 

Stamp collecting tools 
 

Philatelic supplies and stamp collector accessories guide 

The hobby of philately or stamp collecting is more rewarding and fun when you have the left  

There are no specific stamp collecting tools. However, a great majority of collectors use some helpful philatelic 

tools that are essential for making your stamp collecting hobby hassle-free as it also minimizes damage to 

your philatelic collections. 
 

Most postage stamps enthusiasts like to invest in a few items for better stamp display and for preserving 

stamp value. The most basic postage stamp supplies are not only easy to use but are also inexpensive. You 

can start an exciting stamp collection without sacrificing your lunch money! 

 

Here are some of the most commonly used philatelic accessories: 

1.) Stamp tongs with rounded tips - to keep your postage stamps in tip top condition when you are handling 

them, you should use a stamp tweezers or tongs. Oil and sweat from your bare hands will damage and 

devalue your stamps. A pair of stamp tongs is perhaps one the must-have philately tools. 

 

 

 

2.) Stamp magnifying glass - stamp magnifiers or a stamp loupe with at least 5 to 10 x magnifications can help 

you distinguish minute stamp details that are invisible to the naked eye. A trained philatelist can distinguish a 

stamp watermark by just using a stamp magnifying lens. 

 

3.) Stamp perforation gauge - a perforation is a stamp part that is serrated to facilitate the stamp’s easy removal 

on a stamp sheet. Stamps have different perforation measurements and they are distinguished through the 

stamp perforation gauge or the odontometer. 
 

4.) Stamp albums and stamp stock books - protect your postage stamps from humidity and direct sunlight by 

storing them in protective stamp album pages. Ideally, use a stamp album with an acid-free paper. Another 

alternative is to use stamp stock books. These are special albums with glassine paper or clear plastic pockets 

where you can insert the stamps inside. 
 

5.) Stamp mounts and stamp hinges - when you attach your stamps on your stamp album, your will not just use 

ordinary tape or glue as this can damage them. You can use as stamp mount, a clear plastic sleeve where you 

can slip the stamps inside. Stamp hinges are small and adhesive strips of paper or plastic that is folded over to 

fix the stamps onto the philatelic album. 
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6.) Stamp catalogue - stamp reference books, or stamp catalogs, are quite handy for a newbie stamp collector. 

However, you do not have to buy these expensive stamp catalogues. You can borrow one from the local 

library and from other philatelists. Better yet, you can download an online stamp catalog from the internet.  

 

 

7.) Stamp watermark detector - sometimes, the magnifying lens cannot distinguish the watermark when the 

stamp is already old. A stamp watermark tray and a watermark fluid are used to make the stamp’s watermark 

visible. Other stamp watermark detector tools such as an ultra-violet light can also be used. These philatelic 

accessories are very useful in identifying counterfeit stamps. 

 

8.) Stamp color key - this is a stamp color guide for rare stamps with a scarce color variety. The stamps are 

placed along side the palette of colors on the stamp colour key to find its exact color match. This philatelic tool 

is very handy since there are over 200 stamp colors identified. 
 

9.) Stamp starter pack - if you do not have the must-have philately supplies listed above, the best option is to 

invest in a basic stamp starter kit. A stamp beginner's kit includes a set of mint stamps, a stamp catalogue, a 

pocket-sized stamp magnifier, a pair of tweezers, a stamp stockbook, and a perforation gauge. 
 

10.) Stamp software - the stamp collecting software is perhaps an indispensable philatelic tool for the modern 

day stamp collector. Free philatelic software can be downloaded through the internet. Stamp collector 

softwares are supplemented with philately references which you can upgrade online. If you want to sort out 

your collectible stamps systematically, you can use a stamp album software. To keep track of your growing 

postage stamp collection, upload a stamp inventory software in your computer. Stamp databases are also 

equipped with downloadable philately applications that you can print out or share in the web. 
 

11.) Philatelic literature - aside from the stamp catalogue, there are other written materials about philately and 

these are: philatelic periodicals like stamp journals and philatelic society newsletters; and stamp collecting 

books and philatelic bibliographies. Reading postage stamp collecting books is the best way to gain 

knowledge on philately. 

Courtesy: 2 clicks stamps.com 
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Word Spy    # 05 
 

 

G Z X E O U J E K E S F J T Z 

P X V K A E R F Z J Q E H W G 

N U Y M E I G H V H J W E B E 

D M A L T E S E C R O S S Q R 

E L W N M K W I E K T E B J P 

Q O E I J N S Z N I G R A M K 

K R J H L S J Q T A Q K R O G 

T H F L A W R O R T E U W I E 

N D X L I O S R I R N N L R Z 

J S C W R W L A N O I G E R V 

L E P U O L U K G S L U K F W 

I Q X J T P V E B E I M E H K 

C I B Z C Q F L A R N M N I R 

E G V B I S E C T P A E T U H 

S D B M P X Y W G N I D L I W 
 

The words may be placed horizontally, vertically, diagonally, left to right or right to left 
 
 
 
 

Obituaries 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Smt. Sathi Veerachandra Menon 
 

      Eminent philatelist and columnist Smt. Sathi 
Veerachndra Menon passed away on 1 May 2022 at 
Thrissur, Kerala after a prolonged illness. She was 83. 
She was an ardent collector of Travancore and Cochin 
Anchal and she was the authority of that. She wrote 
many articles in various philatelic magazines like Ind 
Dak, India Post, Signet etc. 

 

     Our heartfelt condolences 
 

 

 
Compiled by: 
K Sridhar, Mangalore 
 
Find the words: 
 
1. FLAW   
 

2. MARGIN   
 

3. MALTESE CROSS 
 

4. REGIONAL  
 

5. FREAK    
 

6. BISECT 
 

7. CENTRING  
 

8. ENTIRE  
 

9. WILDING 
 

10. LOUPE   
 

11. CLASSIC   
 

12. PRESORT 
 

13. PICTORIAL  
 

14. ANILINE   
 

15. UNGUMMED 
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George Washington - The President 

 

By Dr M R Ramesh Kumar, 
 
Introduction  
 
      Presidents of the United States have frequently appeared on U.S. postage stamps since the mid-
19th century. The United States Post Office Department released its first two postage stamps in 1847, 
featuring George Washington on one, and Benjamin Franklin on the other. The advent of presidents 
on postage stamps has been definitive to U.S. postage stamp design since the first issues were 
released and set the precedent that U.S. stamp designs would follow for many generations. 
 
     George Washington (22 February, 1732 – 14 
December, 1799) was an American military officer, 
statesman, and Founding Father who served as the first 
president of the United States from 1789 to 1797. 
Appointed by the Continental Congress as commander of 
the Continental Army, Washington led the Patriot forces to 
victory in the American Revolutionary War and served as 
the president of the Constitutional Convention of 1787, 
which created the Constitution of the United States and the 
American federal government. Washington has been 
called the "Father of the Nation" for his manifold leadership 
in the formative days of the country. 
 
      Washington has been memorialized by monuments, a 
federal holiday, various media depictions, geographical 
locations, including the national capital, the State of 
Washington, Universities, namely George Washington 
University and Washington University, stamps, and 
currency, and many scholars and ordinary Americans alike 
rank him among the greatest U.S. presidents. In 1976 
Washington was posthumously promoted to the rank of 
General of the Armies of the United States, the highest 
rank in the United States Army. 
 
      Engraved portrayals of U.S. presidents were the only designs found on U.S. postage from 1847 
until 1869, with the one exception of Benjamin Franklin, whose historical stature was comparable to 
that of a president, although his appearance was also an acknowledgement of his role as the first U.S. 
postmaster general. During this period, the U.S. Post Office issued various postage stamps bearing 
the depictions of George Washington foremost, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Andrew 
Jackson, and Abraham Lincoln, the last of whom first appeared in 1866, one year after his death. After 
twenty-two years of issuing stamps with only presidents and Franklin, the Post Office in 1869 issued a 
series of eleven postage stamps that were generally regarded by the American public as being abruptly 
different from the previous issues and whose designs were considered at the time to be a break from 
the tradition of honouring American forefathers on the nation's postage stamps. These new issues had 
other nonpresidential subjects and a design style that was also different, one issue bearing a horse, 
another a locomotive, while others were depicted with nonpresidential themes. Washington and Lincoln 
were to be found only once in this series of eleven stamps, which some considered to be below par in 
design and image quality. As a result, this pictographic series was met with general disdain and proved 
so unpopular that the issues were consequently sold for only one year where remaining stocks were 
pulled from post offices across the United States. 
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      Presidential images did, however, overwhelmingly dominate the definitive sets released in 1908 
and 1938: on the former, 10 of the 11 stamps offered the same image of Washington, while in the 1938 
"prexies" series, 29 of the 32 stamps presented busts of presidents. The 1975 Americana Series 
marked a clear end to this tradition, being the first U.S. definitive issue on which no presidential portrait 
appeared; and presidents played only a minor role in the subsequent Great Americans series. 
 
      In my present article, I have tried to include from my personal philatelic collection on George 
Washington from 1882 (U S. Postal Cards) till 1982. Even though several stamps and FDCs have been 
released, I have only included with whatever material which is available with me. My Philatelic Guru 
and Mentor, Shri V R Navelcar, Founder Member of GPNS always used to tell me that completeness 
is important, while, I fully agree with him, and I am in the processes of acquiring the remaining stamps 
and FDCs and other postal stationary on George Washington. I would say that this is a work in progress 
and needs several more philatelic items. I have tried to include as many different stamps, cancellations, 
place cancellations, and different cachet etc such as American Credo Series, Prominent American 
Series, Bicentennial Anniversary etc. 
 
Postal cards on George Washington 
 
      Postal cards are postal stationary and have a printed or embossed indicium and sold by the 
governmental postal authorities. In the United States, they were first produced in 1873. Some of the 
forms taken by the postal cards include regular single card, airmail postal cards, and official postal 
cards used for official government  business with a “ penalty for private use”. 
 
      Production of postcards blossomed in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. As an easy and quick 
way for individuals to communicate, they became extremely popular. The study of and collecting of 
postcards is called Deltiology.  
 
      Stamp collectors distinguish between postcards (which require a postage stamp) and postal cards 
(which have the postage pre printed on them). While a postcard is usually printed and sold by a private 
company, individual or organization, a postal card on the other hand is issued by the relevant Postal 
Authority (with relevant pre-printed postage), 
  
      Two different cancellations on George Washington Postal cards of 1880s of one cent each.  
 

 
 

      An imprinted one cent U S Postal card with a typical 8 bar obliterator and a cancelation of South 
Garden, 6 February, 1882. 
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      Another U S Postal card with a date, time stamp and a fancy bulls eye cancellation with a 
cancellation of Decatur with 9 April, 3 P.M of 1882 and an imprinted stamp of one cent. 

 

Revalued Postal Card on George Washington 
 

 
 
      This is a very interesting Postal card on George Washington one cent Postal card, in which a 
Revalued 2 cent by the P.O. Dept is printed in Green just below the embossed one cent stamp and I 
personally very rare and difficult to find, might have been uprated either during the World War I or at a 
later stage. Needs more research in this topic.  
 
Centenary of Postal Stamps in USA 
 
      Timed to coincide with the centenary of the first United States postage stamp, the Centenary 
International Philatelic Exhibition was held in New York City from May 17 to 25, 1947. 
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      An official Day cover depicting the 100 years (1847-1947) of International Philatleic Exhibition with 
the New York Cancellation of 17 May, 1947, with a 3 cent stamp of George Washington and Benjamin 
Franklin with the U S Postal stamp centenary written on the stamp. The cancellation on the stamp 
depicts the Centenary Interational Philatelic Exihibition Station Mark, in addition the New York Place 
cancellation with the first day od the Exhibition cancellation can also be seen, that is 10 AM 17 May, 
1947. 
 
National Capital Sesquicentennial Issues 
 
      Washington, DC, celebrated its 150th anniversary as the capital of the United States in 1950. The 
Post Office Department issued four stamps called the "National Capital Sesquicentennial Issue" to 
commemorate the occasion. It released the Statue of Freedom on Capitol Dome on April 20, Executive 
Mansion on June 12, Supreme Court Building on August 2, and the United States Capitol on November 
22. President Truman christened the celebration the "Freedom Fair." 
 
      All four first day issues were postmarked in Washington, DC, and the number issued exceeded a 
half billion stamps. 
 
The Executive Mansion (White House) stamp and FDC  
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      The Post Office Department issued the deep green 3-cent stamp featuring an image of the White 
House on June 12, 1950, in Washington, DC. The stamp is one of four stamps commemorating the 
150th anniversary of the nation's capital. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing produced 376,789 
stamps of this issue. 
 
      Designed by W.K. Schrage and engraved by M.D. Fenton, this stamp features the text 
"Washington" (centered on top), flanked by "1800" and "1950." The image of the White House sits atop 
the words "National Capital Sesquicentennial." The denomination appears in the upper left, and in the 
upper right appear words "US Postage." 
 
Supreme Court Building  
 
      Of the three buildings shown in the Washington, DC, sesquicentennial issue, the Supreme Court 
building was the last built (1932-1935). The 3-cent stamp featuring an image of this building was the 
third of four stamps issued to commemorate the National Capital sesquicentennial event. 
 
      The Post Office Department released the stamp on August 2, 1950. The vignette presents an image 
of the Supreme Court building. Under the building, the words "US Supreme Court" appear over the 
words "National Capital Sesquicentennial." The denomination appears in the lower left corner, and at 
the bottom appear the words "United States Postage." 
 
      It is interesting to note that the Montarrenti quarries of Siena, Italy, supplied some of the marble for 
the building and that Benito Mussolini was personally petitioned in May 1933 to insure that only the 
finest marble was sent to the United States. 
 
      Charles R. Chickering designed the stamp, and G. A. Gundersen engraved it. The Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing produced 324,007 stamps of this issue. 
 

 
 
American Bicentennial Issue: Washington at Princeton 
 
      On January 3, 1977, the United State Postal Service issued the 13-cent multicolored Washington 
at Princeton (Scott 1704) stamp to honor the 200th anniversary of George Washington’s victory over 
the British forces at Princeton, New Jersey. Designed by Bradbury Thompson and based on Charles 
Willson Peale's painting “George Washington at Princeton,” the stamp depicts Washington, Nassau 
Hall, Hessian prisoners, and a thirteen-star flag. 
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      The multicolored stamp was printed on the Bureau of Engraving and Printing seven-color Andreotti 
gravure press (601) as sheets of 160 subjects, tagged, perforated 11, and distributed as panes of forty 
(eight across, five down). Mr. Zip, “MAIL EARLY IN THE DAY,” electric eye markings, and five plate 
numbers, one in each color used to print the sheet, are printed in the selvage. 
 
      At year’s end in 1776, Washington planned to strike the British forces in New Jersey. On December 
30 he again led his forces across the Delaware River from Pennsylvania and into British-held territory 
in New Jersey. 
 
      When word of the American victory at Trenton reached Brig. Gen. William Howe, the British 
commander dispatched Lord Charles Cornwallis to the Delaware in search of Washington’s army. 
There Cornwallis met another British force already in the area. Arriving in Princeton on January 1, 
Cornwallis left a rear guard of 1,200 men under Lt. Col. Charles Mawhood and proceeded south toward 
Trenton with 5,500 soldiers. 
 
      During the night and into the early hours of January 3, Washington left 400 men in the camp to 
stoke bonfires and make digging noises while the bulk of the force silently departed, made a wide arc 
around Cornwallis’s sleeping army, and headed north toward Princeton. At daybreak, Lt. Col. Mawhood 
left a small force behind in Princeton and proceeded south to join Cornwallis, encountering American 
forces under Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer. Washington, who was with the main force advancing on 
Princeton, heard the exchanges and rode to the battle. Limited fighting occurred within Princeton itself. 
Gen. John Sullivan and his men followed a small British force that sought refuge in Nassau Hall, the 
principal building of the College of New Jersey (later Princeton University). The British soldiers 
surrendered. The Battle of Princeton resulted in eight-six British casualties and around two hundred 
soldiers captured. The Americans suffered forty casualties, including Mercer. 
 
      On January 18, 1779, the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania passed a resolution 
commissioning a portrait of George Washington for the Council Chamber and selected Charles Willson 
Peale as the artist. The original portrait is now in the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts. Peale 
completed numerous copies for royal palaces abroad, each time updating the general's military dress. 
It has been suggested that this portrait was commissioned upon the order of Mrs. Washington because 
it is the only portrait in which Washington wears his state sword and because the painting descended 
in the Washington family. 
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Washington National Cathedral 
 
      In 1893 Congress granted a charter to build an Episcopal Cathedral in Washington on Mount Saint 
Alban, the highest point in the city. Two years later the Episcopal Diocese of Washington was created 
under Bishop Henry Yates Satterlee who proceeded to supervise the Cathedral construction. The 
Cathedral of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, popularly known as the Washington National Cathedral, was 
begun in 1907 with the ceremonial address given by President Theodore Roosevelt, a Mason. 
Construction of this gothic cathedral was completed 83 years later, reflecting L'Enfant's plan for a "great 
church for National Purposes." 
 
      More than two hundred stained glass windows glorify the National Cathedral’s limestone structure 
which includes tributes to George Washington. 
 
      A USPS Postally used  card with a 19 cent pre-printed stamp along with the First Day of issue 
cancelation dated 6th January, 1993 with a Washington DC place cancellation is given below 
 

 
 
Washington Lee University  
 
      Washington and Lee University (Washington and Lee or W&L) is a private liberal arts university in 
Lexington, Virginia. Established in 1749 as the Augusta Academy, the university is among the oldest 
institutions of higher learning in the United States. Washington and Lee's 325-acre campus sits at the 
edge of Lexington and abuts the campus of the Virginia Military Institute in the Shenandoah Valley 
region between the Blue Ridge Mountains and the Allegheny Mountains. The campus is approximately 
50 miles (80 km) northeast from Roanoke, 140 miles (230 km) west from the state capital of Richmond, 
and 180 miles (290 km) inland southwest from the national capital at Washington, D.C. 
 
      Washington and Lee was originally a small classical school. It was founded as the Augusta 
Academy (later renamed Liberty Hall Academy) by Scots-Irish Presbyterian pioneers, though the 
university has never claimed any sectarian affiliation. In 1796, shortly before the end of his second term 
as U.S. president, George Washington endowed the struggling academy with a gift of stock, one of the 
largest gifts to an educational institution at that time. In gratitude, the school was renamed for 
Washington, the commander of the Continental Army in the American Revolutionary War, president at 
the 1787 Federal Constitutional Convention, and first President of the United States. In 1865, shortly 
after his April 9 surrender to Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, commander of the Union Armies, former 
Confederate States Army general-in-chief Robert E. Lee (1807–1870) served as president of the 
college for five years until his death in 1870, when the college was thereafter renamed the "Washington 
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and Lee University."[6] One of the oldest institutions of higher education in the American South, W&L 
is the second-oldest in the Commonwealth of Virginia (next to the College of William & Mary, founded 
in 1693). 
 
      The university consists of three academic units: the college itself; the Williams School of 
Commerce, Economics, and Politics; and the School of Law. 
 

 
 

      A Postally used Postal card dated 11 February, 1999 on the first day issue cancelation with 
Lexington place cancellation.  
 
Stamped Envelopes of USA 
 

 
 

      A Postally used stamped envelope with a 2 ½ cent postage of George Washington with an 
additional 1 ½ cent postage stamp of Mount Vernon, with a Chicago cancellation of 9 AM of 28 May, 
1960. 
 
      The envelope form maybe called a stamped envelope or alternatively, a postal stationary envelope 
(PSE, for short). In August, 1852 by an act of the U S Congress authorized the Postmaster Genera to 
provide suitable letter envelopes with such watermarks or other guards against counterfeits,  forgeries 
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etc . .. with the of the value or 
denomination of postage 
stamps so printed or impressed 
thereon. The stamped 
envelopes came in different 
sizes, knives, colours, dies to 
print indica, and denominations 
there have been literally 
thousands of different stamped 
envelopes produced in USA.  
 
Another Postally used stamped 
envelope with 1 ¼ cent George 
Washington stamp with a 3 cent 
stamp of Statue of Liberty and 
with a Birmingham cancellation 
of 9 AM. of 25 June 1960. 
 
First Day Covers  
 
      There are several Museum Collections at George Washington’s Mount Vernon, which depict 241 
objects of Ceramic, 286 objects of coins and Medals, 207 objects of clothing and textiles, 22 objects of 
commemoratives and souvenirs, 111 objects of early views of Mount Vernon, 186 objects of Furniture, 
42 objects of George Washingtons Presidency, 35 objects of Weapons and Military Gear, 41 objects 
of Family Portraits of George Washington and many more. 
 
      Mount Vernon is open 365 days a year. The historic estate is located about 15 miles south of 
Washington, D.C. and 8 miles south of Alexandria, Virginia along the banks of the Potomac River.  
American Credo Issue 
 
      The American Credo (from the Latin for 'I believe. . .') Series of 1960-1961, issued to underscore 
the ideals upon which the nation stands, features quotations from six heroes of the Republic. A poll of 
one hundred distinguished Americans, including leaders in public life, historians, and presidents of 
state universities, helped determine the included quotations. 
 
      The featured individuals include George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, 
Frances Scott Key, Abraham Lincoln, and Patrick Henry. 
 
 
      An American Credo 
Series First Day cover 
depicting a 4 cent stamp 
which has the words, 
Observe Good Faith 
And Justice Toward All 
Nations with a signature 
of George Washington. 
The cancellation is that 
of 9 AM of 20 January, 
1960 with a place 
cancellation of Mount 
Vernon.  
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      Another FDC also a part of the American Credo Series again with the same date and time 
cancellation with a Mount Vernon place cancellation.  
 

 
 
      An FDC with a 5 cent Regular Postage with a New York place cancellation with a 9 AM 23 
November, 1962.  
 
Prominent American Series  
 
      The Prominent Americans series 
is a set of definitive stamps issued by 
the United States Post Office 
Department (and later the United 
States Postal Service) between 1965 
and 1978. 
 
      Another FDC with a different 5 
cent postage stamp as a part of the 
Prominent Americans Series, with a 
place cancellation of Washington DC 
dated 22 February, 1966. 
 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.76/June 2022 29 

Coil Stamps 
 
A coil stamp is a type of 
postage stamp sold in strips 
one stamp wide. The name 
derives from the usual 
handling of long strips, which 
is to coil them into rolls, in a 
manner reminiscent of 
adhesive tape rolls. A large 
percentage of modern 
stamps are sold in coil form, 
because they are more 
amenable to mechanized 
handling in large quantities 
than either sheet stamps or 
booklet stamps. 
 
A set of two 5 cent coil stamps of George Washington with a place cancellation of Cincinnati of 8 th  
September, 1966.  
  

 
 
 

      Another FDC with a 5 
cent George Washington 
depicting the coil stamp 
as a cachet and also a 
part of the Prominent 
American Series with a 
place cancellation of 
Cincinnati of 8th  
September, 1966. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
      A postally used FDC 
with a 5 cent George 
Washington Stamp with a 
New York place 
cancellation of 17 
November, 1967 also 
under the theme of 
Prominent American 
Series (Revised Design).  
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      A 5 cent George Washington Postage stamp on an official FDC, which was released as a part of 
the ASDA (American Stamp Dealers Association) National Postage Show with a New York cancellation 
of 17 November, 1967 and was also a part of the Prominent American Series (Revised). 
 
125 Anniversary of US Postage Stamps 
 
      Two postage stamps went on sale on July 1, 1847. These first official U.S. postage stamps depicted 
Benjamin Franklin and George Washington. Benjamin Franklin was the first Post Master General of U 
S A and George Washington, the First President.  
 

 
 
      A postally used 8 cent stamp on the theme Stamp collecting with a Benjamin Franklin 5 cent stamp 
within the stamp, under a magnifying glass and also a part of 125 Anniversary of the US Postage 
stamps, and also American First Day Cover Society. New York Place cancellation of 17 November, 
1972.  
 
American Bicentennial Year of Postage Stamp 
 
      On January 1, 1976, the first day of the American Bicentennial year, the United States Postal 
Service issued a 13-cent se-tenant, The Spirit of ’76, printed in a continuous horizontal design across 
three stamps (Scott 1629–1631). Designed by Vincent Hoffman, the stamps depicted an Archibald 
McNeal Willard (1836-1918) painting created for the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition of 1876. 
      The blue violet and multicolored 13-cent issue was printed on the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
seven-color Andreotti gravure press (601) as sheets of two hundred subjects, tagged, perforated 11, 
and distributed as panes of fifty. Mr. Zip, “MAIL EARLY IN THE DAY,” electric eye markings, and five 
plate numbers, one in each color used to print the sheet, are printed in the selvage. 
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      Willard created four versions of the painting. When completed, it was known as "Yankee Doodle." 
It later became known as "The Spirit of '76." General John Devereux bought the painting displayed at 
Philadelphia Centennial Exposition of 1876 and gave it to his hometown of Marblehead, 
Massachusetts, where it is now displayed at Abbot Hall. 
 

 
 
      A 13 cent single stamp FDC with a place cancellation of Pasadena dated 1 January, 1976 with the 
George Washington Cachet. 
 
Recent issue of George Washington 
 
      On the 250th anniversary of George Washington's birth, a 20-cent commemorative stamp was 
issued February 22, 1982, at Mount Vernon, Virginia. The First Day of Issue ceremony was held in the 
Mount Vernon Inn.  The designer, Mark English, of Kansas City, Missouri, based his design on a stylistic 
portrait depicting the distinctive Washington profile. 
 

 
 
      A 20 cent Postage stamp of George Washington with a cachet Long Live The President and a 
Mount Vernon place cancellation on the occasion of his 250th Birth Anniversary, dated 22 February, 
1982.  
 
References  
Smithsonian National Postal Museum, USA (https://postalmuseum.si.edu/) 
Wikipedia for different aspects of George Washington, Mount Vernon … etc. 
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Yoga - A Philatelic Journey 
 

By Kumar Biswas 

 
Who was the creator of Yoga? 
 

In which country Yoga was originated? 
 

Why China issued postage stamp on an Indian yoga guru? 
 

Why Japan released postage stamps on four members (father, son, daughter and other person) of one Indian 

yoga expert family? 
 

Other than India Post, which postal authorities have commemorated yoga through stamps? 

 

      On the occasion of 8th International Yoga Day (21 June 2022), let us attempt to find the answers of 
these questions through a philatelic journey. 
 
      The word Yoga has been derived from Sanskrit language. Yoga in Sanskrit means to join or to 
unite - an union of body and consciousness. Yoga has Vedic origin in ancient India. In philatelic world, 
yoga has been depicted from time to time by different postal administration in postage stamps.  
 
      The very first set on yoga stamps, consisting of four stamps, by India Post,  was issued on 30 Dec 
1991. Four different types of yoga or asanas (poses) viz. Bhujangasana (Cobra pose), Dhanurasana 
(Bow pose) , Ustrasana (Camel pose) and Utthita Trikonasana (Extended Triangle pose) were depicted 
in individual stamps. 
 

   
 

   
 
      After a gap of nearly two decades, another postage stamp on yoga theme was released by India 
Post on 04 Aug 2009. This time it was honouring ancient yoga guru Maharshi Patanjali. The great sage 
Patanjali was a great Indian spiritual leader of ancient India. In that era, knowledge used to be passed 
on across generations through oral teachings. He is considered to be compiler for 196 sutras (verses) 
of yoga (Raj or Royal Yoga) in four chapters in Sanskrit. These yoga sutras provide gradual step by 
step process for ultimate liberation of soul which is called Moksha in Sanskrit. 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. IV/Issue No.76/June 2022 33 

      Coming back to modern times, in order to spread the practices of yoga, 
once there was an India-China Yoga Summit, held at Guangzhou, China 
during 17-19 June 2011. The venue, the gymnastic stadium of 2010 Asian 
Games at Guangzhou,  was packed with curious yoga students to take lessons 
from B K S Iyengar, the internationally acclaimed yoga guru from India. The 
three day yoga summit was a grand success with participation of about 1300 
enthusiastic yoga learners. Nearly 1000 students were from the host country 
China and rest of the participants had converged from different corners of the 
globe. It will not be out of point to mention that majority of the participants, 
irrespective of gender, were below the age bracket of thirty years. Iyengar 
personally demonstrated various yoga practices to the energetic and 
enthusiastic students.  
 
      During the event, China Post honoured Indian yoga guru B K S Iyengar through a set of eight 
stamps. The stamps had shown Iyengar performing various asanas. The customized mini sheet of the 
stamps unmistakably has the image of Taj Mahal to show Indian origin. 
 

 
 

      Back to India Post. Under 11th Definitive series of ‘Builders of Modern India’ (2nd issue 2015-2016) 
one definitive postage stamp was issued by India Post on yoga. 
 
      In 2014, a suggestion was made by Narendra Modi, Indian Premier to the United Nations to observe 
21 June as International Yoga day. Moreover, 21 June is the summer solstice when the length of the 
day is longest in Northern Hemisphere of the Earth. 
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      He stated: "Yoga is an invaluable gift of India's ancient tradition. This tradition is 5000 years old. It 
embodies the unity of mind and body; thought and action; restraint and fulfillment; harmony between 
man and nature; a holistic approach to health and well-being. It is not about exercise but to discover 
the sense of oneness with your soul, the world, and nature. By changing our lifestyle and creating 
consciousness, it can help in well-being. Let us work towards adopting an International Yoga Day." 
 
First International Day of yoga (21 June 2015) 
 
      On 11 Dec 2014, Asoke Mukerji, Indian Permanent Representative to UN, presented a draft 
resolution to General Assembly of UN to observe 21 June as International Yoga Day. A record number 
of 177 UN co-sponsoring members had supported the move which was a record. According to the 
resolution No.69/131 of UN General Assembly, first International Yoga Day would be celebrated on 21 
June 2015. 
 
      Hence, the first International Yoga Day was celebrated all over the world on 21 June 2015. It was 
observed at the UN with great fanfare. Sushma Swaraj, the then Minister of External Affairs of 
Government of India was present along with the then UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, Indian 
spiritual guru Sri Sri Ravi Shankar and US Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard. 
 
      As per Guinness Book of World Records, on the first International Day of Yoga, 35,985 enthusiastic 
participants from 84 nations, including Narendra Modi, Indian Premier, had performed yoga on the 
Rajpath (main avenue) of Delhi, capital of India. 
 
On that day, India Post issued a postage stamp on yoga.  
 

 
 
Second International Day of yoga (21 June 2016) 
 
      On 2nd International Yoga Day (20 June 2016) a set of 12 stamps was released depicting all 12 
steps of Surya Namaskar. In Sanskrit, Surya means Sun (considered as God) and Namaskar meaning 
is salutation. The process of Surya Namaskar consists of 12 different positions of stretching, loosening 
etc of various muscles and internal systems (respiratory, reproductive, digestive etc.) of the body.  
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      In 2017, Japan Post for the first time issued stamps on yoga. But to understand why they issued 
stamps on Indian hathyogi family, we have to travel back in history.  
 
      Yoga expert Bishnu Charan Ghosh from Kolkata, West Bengal, India  was born in Lahore, British 
Province in 1903 and after partition of India, migrated to Kolkata, India. He learnt yoga from Ranchi 
School for Boys and grew up as Hathyogi. Later he reached Japan to propagate the lessons of yoga. 
It will not be out of point to quote some of his illustrious students viz. Bikram Choudhury (creator of 
Bikram Yoga), Monotosh Roy (first Indian bodybuilder recipient of Mr. Universe title) etc.  
 

      His elder brother was yogi Paramahansa 
Yogananda who had introduced Kriya Yoga to people 
across the globe. Two stamps were issued by India 
Post on him also on 07 Mar 1977 and 27 Mar 2017. 
 
     After demise of Bishnu in 1970, his youngest 
daughter Karuna and son in law Jibananda Ghosh 
established The Ghosh Yoga Institute in Japan on 16 
Dec 1973. A new cultural bridge between India and 
Japan was established through the lessons and 
sessions of yoga. Karuna passed away in 2006. At 
present, their son Bubai, an established businessman 
takes care of the institute.  
 Bishnu Charan Ghosh 
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      As a token of gratitude of the contribution of Ghosh family, for spreading the learning of yoga in 
Japan, a set of four postal stamps was issued by Japan Post in 2017. The stamps featured Bishnu 
Charan Ghosh, his son Biswanath Ghosh, daughter Karuna Ghosh and Karuna's father in law Asutosh 
Ghosh.  
 
Third International Day of yoga (21 June 2017) 
 
      The same year, on the third International Day of Yoga (21 June 2017) United Nations Postal 
Administration (UNPA) issued a set of 10 stamps on yoga theme, in New York. The mini sheet has an 
image of New York Secretariat Building of UN located at 405 East 42nd Street, and projection of 
International Day of Yoga and one asana on it. There were 10 stamps with 10 different asanas, 
alongside 10 se-tenant labels, and sacred 'Om' mantra in colourful Devnagri script. The face value of 
each stamp was $ 1.15. Though these stamps were issued in New York, they could be used for postal 
use from offices of UN located at New York, Geneva and Vienna. Normally, UNPA issues six 
commemorative postage stamps in a year and the yoga stamp set in 2017 was one of six of that year. 
 

 
 

      On Third (21 June 2017), Fourth (21 June 2018), Fifth (21 June 2019), Sixth (21 June 2020) and 
Seventh International Day of yoga (21 June 2021) no commemorate postage stamp on yoga theme 
was issued by India Post.  
 
      However, on 7th International Day of Yoga (21 June 2021), India Post introduced a yoga themed 
special cancellation from post offices all over India. 
 
      Incidentally on 01 Mar 2021, on the occasion of 125th birth anniversary of Swami Pranavanandaji 
Maharaj (1896-1941) a set of four stamps on the theme of '20 Years of selfless service to Fiji’ was 
issued by Fiji post. One of the stamps, titled 'Student camp' has a girl performing yoga. 
 
      There are other postal administrations from different countries which have issued stamps on theme 
of yoga. No doubt that ‘Yoga adds years to your life and life to your years’ but it is also true that philately 
promotes yoga to add both years and lives of mankind.  
 
Webliography: 
https://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-china-issues-eight-bks-iyengar-stamps-1561000 
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/japan-releases-postage-stamps-on-indian-yoga-experts-1751519 
https://www.ghoshyoga.org/blogs/in-japan-part-1 
 
Disclaimer: 
The information provided in the article is for general informational purposes only. All information is provided in good faith. This is only for 
sharing of knowledge of Philately with philatelist fraternity. No commercial or political angle, whatsoever, is involved. No intention to 
infringe any type of copyright. Under no circumstances I shall have any liability for reliance on any information provided in the story. 
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New Issues From Other Countries 

 

 

NETHERLANDS 
 

Mail Trains 
 

 
 

Miniature sheet Issued on 16.05.2022 
 

ROMANIA 
 

Nocturnal Birds 
 

  
 

  
 

Issued on 12.05.2022 
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HUNGARY 
 

Leitha Monitor Entered Service 150 Years Ago 
 

 

 
 

Miniature sheet issue date:  17.05.2022 
 
 

Arboreta and Botanic Gardens of Hungary 19th European Botanic Gardens Congress,  
16-20 May 2022, Budapest 

 
 

 
 

 
 

issue date:  16.05.2022 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
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Mind Blowing Joint Issues – 12 

 

By Sreejesh Krishnan 

      On the occasion of 40 years of Diplomatic relationship between Maldives and Thailand, Identical 
stamps in the form of Souvenir sheet containing 8 stamps on Fruits, flowers, islands and boats released 
on 21st June 2019. 

             

 

      On the occasion of 50th anniversary of relationship between Poland and Singapore a souvenir 
sheet with 2 stamps on Birds from , Oriental pied hornbill and  Peregrine falcon released on 30th 
October 2019 
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      On the occasion of 50 years of relationship. Between Jamaica - Mexico issued identical stamps on 
Butterflies -Monarch (Danaus plexippus) and  Giant Swallowtail (Papilio cresphonles) on 28 October 
2016. 

 

   

 

 

      Colombia - Mexico Jointly issued a set of stamps on Butterflies - Monarch (Danaus plexippus) and 
Blue Morpho (Morpho peleides) with flags from both countries and flowers.  
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New Special Covers 

 

 

  
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM : 30 December 2021 

Panimoola Devi Temple, Andoorkonam, 
 

JAMMALAMADUGU : 31 January 2022 
Gandikota - The Great Grand Canyon of India 

 

  

ITANAGAR : 03 March 2022 
Idu Mishmi Textiles 

 

NELLORE : 19 March 2022 
Sri Talpagiri Ranganatha Swamy 

 

  
JORHAT : 25 March 2022 

Chokuwa Rice 
 

CHERPALACHERI : 30 March 2022 
Govt. Vocational Higher Secondary School  

 

  
KOLKATA : 06 April 2022 

Indian Psychoanalytical Soceity  
 

SANTINIKETAN : 07 April 2022 
Santiniketan Leather Goods 

 

 
 

KOLKATA : 16 April 2022 
Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers-75 Years 

MUBAI : 07 May 2022 
NSDL 
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ALUVA : 10 May 2022 
Aluva Muncipal Office 

 

THRISSUR : 10 May 2022 
Thrissur Pooram Kudamattam 

 

  
REJENDRANAGAR : 12 May 2022 

International Day of Plant Health  

 

MUMBAI CENTRAL T M O : 17 May 2022 
Golden Jubilee-Mumbai-New Delhi Rajadahani 

Express 

 
 

NEW DELHI R M S : 18 May 2022 
Golden Jubilee-New Delhi-Mumbai Rajadahani 

Express 

CHENNAI : 19 May 2022 
CSIR-Central Leather Research Institute India 

  
KOLKATA : 22 May 2022 

Rammohun Library and Free Reading Room 
 

VARANASI : 23 May 2022 
Banaras Zardozi  

  

  VARANASI : 23 May 2022 
Banaras Wood Carving 

VARANASI : 23 May 2022 
Banaras Hand Block Print 

 
Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan & Suresh Rao 
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Forthcoming Events 

 

 

 
CAPE TOWN 2022 

 
      Cape Town 2021 exhibition has been renamed as Cape Town 2022. 
New dates are 8th - 12th November 2022. 
 

      Mr. Shakil Ahmed has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner 
for the Cape Town 2022, FIP Specialized World Stamp Exhibition to be held 
at Cape Town International Convention Center, South Africa from 8 to 12 
November, 2022. 

      Exhibition Classes: Traditional, Postal History, Aerophilately, Postal Stationery, Revenue, 
Thematic, Open, Modern Philately, One Frame, Philatelic Literature and Picture Postcards only) 

Contact information: 
 
Shakil Ahmed 
Dargah Bazar, Balakrishna Road, 
P. O. Buxi Bazar, 
CUTTACK-753001, ODISHA 

 

Email: ahmedshakil99@gmail.com 
       (M) +91-9437225760 / +91-7008025663 

                For more details visit: https://capetown2022.org/  

 

 

TAIPEI 2021 

 

      Mr. Rajan Jayakar has been appointed as Indian National 
Commissioner for the Taipei 2021, 38th FIAP Asian International Stamp 
Exhibition, Taipei, Chinese Taipei to be held from 6 to 10 May, 2022. 

 

Contact information: 
 

Rajan Motiram Jayakar 
Flat No.2, Court View, 
126, Maharshi Karve Road, 
Churchgate, Mumbai 400 020 

 

Email: rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com 
      Phone: +91-22-22820570, +91-22-22820572, 
      (M) +919821072417 

 

 

SAVPEX2022 

      South Africa’s Seventh Virtual Philatelic Exhibition (SAVPEX), a one-frame 
exhibition, proudly hosted by the Orange Free State Philatelic Society under the 
auspices of the Philatelic Federation of South Africa.  Last date of receipt of entry 
form and payment is 30 April 2022.  Receipt of uploaded exhibits is 21 May 2022.  
Exhibits will be available for viewing on the PFSA website is July 2022.  For more 
details email: josuav528@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:ahmedshakil99@gmail.com
https://capetown2022.org/
mailto:rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com
mailto:josuav528@gmail.com
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CAPEX 22 

       WSC Specialised Exhibition CAPEX 2022, to be held from 09 – 12, 
June, 2022 at Toronto, Canada. Awards will be treated as Continental 
awards.  The One Frame exhibition will include : Traditional, Postal 
History, Postal Stationery, Aero-philately, Astro-philately, Thematic, 
Maximaphily, Revenue, Youth, Modern Phil., Phil. Lit. and Picture 
Postcards, Classes only.  

      Last date of submission of entries to the Exhibition authorities - November, 2021.  Mr. Angeet Suri 
has been appointed National Commissioner. 
 

      Details available at website: http://www.capex22.org 

Contact information: 
      ANGEET SURI 
      E-70, Kalkaji, 
      New Delhi-110019, 

 Email: angeet86@hotmail.com 
 Phones: +91 9891370070, 8588077077. 
               +91 11 40523366 

 

IBRA 2023 

      IBRA 2023 and 33st International Stamp Fair will be held at Hall 1 and 2, Messe 
Essen, Germany from 25 to 28 May, 2023. 

      Mr. Madhukar Jhingan has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner 
for the IBRA 2023. 

Contact information: 

Madhukar Jhingan, 
49-D/BG-5 Paschim Vihar 
NEW DELHI-11006 

 
SIPA AMRITPEX 2022 

      South India Philatelists’ Association (SIPA), Chennai is organizing a National 
Level Philatelic Exhibition titled SIPA AMRITPEX 2022 with the active support and 
co-operation of Department of Posts, Tamilnadu Circle. This will be the 16th National 
Level Philatelic Exhibition by SIPA.  The exhibition is being organized to celebrate 
the 75th year of India’s Independence.  The exhibition will be held atOlympia 
Technology Park, Plot No.1, SIDCO Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai from 13 to 
15 August 2022.                 

ANDHRAPEX-2022 

      A state level philatelic exhibition will be organized by the Andhra Pradesh Postal Circle in October 
2022 at Visakhapatnam.  More details are awaited.  Please visit -  https://andhrapex2022.blogspot.com 
 

HYPEX - DIAMOND 2022 

      In connection with the Diamond Jubilee celebration of the Hyderabad Philatelic and Hobbies 
Society, an exhibition of stamps, coins, notaphily and other collectibles will be conducted on 19 to 21 
November 2022 at Federation of Telangana Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Pragati Printers 
Lane, Red Hills, Hyderabad. 

Email: mj@stampsofindia.com  
(M) +91-9811160965 

http://www.capex22.org/
mailto:angeet86@hotmail.com
https://andhrapex2022.blogspot.com/
mailto:mj@stampsofindia.com
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Association News 
 

 
HELVETIA2022 WINNERS 

 

      Our following members won the respective awards in the recently concluded Specialised World 
Philatelic Exhibition Helvetia 2022 at Switzerland 
 
1. Piyush Khaitan -  

 

Air India - Large Silver 
 
2. Lokeswara Rao Madiraju 

 

Buddhism on Stamps - Large Silver 
   
      Congratulations dear members. 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
      The Executive Committee meeting of Ananthauri Philatelic Association will be held on 5 June 
2022 at Poorna Hotel after the usual monthly meeting to pass the Reports and Accounts for the 
periods 2020-21 and 2021-22.  All EC members are requested to attend it. 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Word Spy # 05 (See Page 18) (Answer) 

 
 

G Z X E O U J E K E S F J T Z 

P X V K A E R F Z J Q E H W G 

N U Y M E I G H V H J W E B E 

D M A L T E S E C R O S S Q R 

E L W N M K W I E K T E B J P 

Q O E I J N S Z N I G R A M K 

K R J H L S J Q T A Q K R O G 

T H F L A W R O R T E U W I E 

N D X L I O S R I R N N L R Z 

J S C W R W L A N O I G E R V 

L E P U O L U K G S L U K F W 

I Q X J T P V E B E I M E H K 

C I B Z C Q F L A R N M N I R 

E G V B I S E C T P A E T U H 

S D B M P X Y W G N I D L I W 
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Philatelic Links 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
http://timbrophily.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.sipa.org.in 
www.philcent.com  
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com   
                        

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XV. No.173 (May. 2022) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.22 Issue 1/2022 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.2 & 3 (Feb & 
March. 2022) 
Signet: Vol.44 No.2,3 & 4 (April - December 2021) 
Vadophil: No.167,168,169 (July- Oct 2021 & Jan 22) 
Journal of TAPS Vol.18, 1&2 (May 2020) 
Filacap – online. No.231 (May 2022) 
The Goa Philatelist: Vol.II Issue 2 (Jul-Sept. 2021) 
 

   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to 
be published in this bulletin.  Please send your writeups 
in MS Word only, to our email ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   
News and philatelic activities in your locality are also 
welcome.  Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send 
their brief reports on day to day activities. 

  

Editor 
 

 

Awards won 
 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX: SILVER 
 

 
 

 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 
 

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment 

 
For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue 

For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 
 

 

For details contact: 9387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

 

http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.sipa.org.in/
http://www.philcent.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 
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