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Dear Friends, 
 
      I have immense pleasure in releasing this issue. The much awaited National Exhibition, Amritpex 
2023 organised by the Department of Posts in collaboration with Philatelic Congress of India, came to 
an end on 15 February 2023.  A total of 1400 frames were under display, being the World Largest 
National Stamp Exhibition.  Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) was celebrated through a separate 
section along with this exhibition.  Really speaking this was an excellent event and almost all active 
philatelists from different parts of the country participated.  I wish to congratulate the organisers, PCI, 
participants, dealers and all who were involved in this exhibition for making the event a grand success. 
 
      I have great pleasure to inform you that Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin got Silver Award in Amritpex 
2023 under Literature Class. I would like to share this award with all our contributors, readers, 
advertisers and well-wishers who are instrumental in making this journal one among the best 
magazines in this category, 
 
      The Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) announced its “PCI Awards 2023” and awarded at the 
Reception and Award Ceremony held on 11 February 2023 at Civil Services Officers Institute, 
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi.  This is the first time starting from the PCI Awards 2021, some officers from 
the Department of Posts have been honoured for their contribution towards promotion of philately.  I 
appreciate the PCI for this endeavour.  Meanwhile I wish to remind you that as stated in the previous 
issue, the Ananthapuri Philatelic Association was also honoured by PCI with Appreciation and the 
certificate was received by me in the above Reception and Award Ceremony. 
 

  

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 

 
 

 
 

Editorial 
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Ram Chandra Maharaj 
 
 

General K S Thimayya 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.15-00 
Issued on 02.02.2023 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 04.02.2023 

 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 

 

 
Denomination: Rs.5-00 x 2 

Setenent Pair: Rs.10.00 
Issued on 11.02.2023 

 

 
Bridal Costumes 

 

    
 

Miniature Sheets of 2: Rs.100-00 each 
Issued on 12.02.2023 

New Indian Issues 
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Geographical Indications : Agricultural Goods 
 

 
 

Miniature Sheets: Rs.60-00  
Issued on 13.02.2023 

 
 

Rao Birender Singh 
 

225 Years of 2nd Battalion, the Parachute 
Regiment (Special Forces) 

 

  
Denomination: Rs.5-00  
Issued on 20.02.2023 

Denomination: Rs.5-00  
Issued on 24.02.2023 
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PCI AWARDS 2023 
  
      After 2021 Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) announced its recognitions for 2023 to the following 
philatelists, institutional members and distinguished persons from the Department of Posts, who have 
outstandingly performed for PCI and Indian Philately.  This is the first time starting from the PCI Awards 
2021, PCI has also recognised the efforts and contribution of officials from the Department of Posts by 
presenting them with an award of Appreciation.  The awards were disbursed in an evening reception 
arranged at Civil Services Officers Institute, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi on 11 February 2023 during 
Amritpex 2023. Only invited members attended the function. 
 
Philatelic Ratna Awards 
 

1. Shri. Madhukar Deogawanka 
2. Shri. Rajesh Kumar Bagri 
 

      

 

Shri. Madhukar Deogawanka and Shri. Rajesh Kumar Bagri receive Philatelic Ratna Awards 
from senior most philatelist Ashok Kumar Bayanwala 

 

Fellowships 
 
1. Shri. Kapil Gogri 
2. Shri. B. K. Sinha 
3. Shri. Rajesh Paharia 
4. Dr. Satish Kumar Sondhi 
 

 

News in Brief 
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Appreciation 
 

(Institutional Members) 
 
1. Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 
2. The Hyderabad Philatelic & Hobbies Society 
 
(Members) 
 
1. Shri. Mahaveer P. Kundur 
2. Shri. Sanjay Kumar Jain 
3. Shri. Parvesh Gupta 
4. Shri. Prashant Shet 
5. Shri. Ajit Chordia 
6. Shri. Ravi Sevak 
7. Shri. Raunak Dutta 
8. Shri. Vikas Singh 
9. Shri. Anup Kumar Raut 
10. Shri. Gunavant Shah 
 
Recognition (Department of Posts Personals) 
 

1. Shri. Vineet Pandey 
2. Shri. Alok Sharma 
3. Smt. Manju Kumar 
4. Ms. Veena Ramakrishna Srinivas 
5. Shri. Niraj Kumar 
6. Shri. P. N. Ranjit Kumar 
7. Shri. Ambesh Prakash Upmanyu 
8. Dr. (Ms.) Amarpreet Duggal 

9.  Shri. Riji Ganguly 
10.Ms. Suchita Anant Joshi 
11.Shri. Subodh Sharma  
12.Shri. Charles Lobo 
13.Shri. Pradipta Bisoi 
14.Shri. Vishnu Saksena 
15.Shri. Tilak De 
16.Major Vijay Khanna 

 
 
      On this occasion veteran philatelist and former Law Secretary of India, Shri. K D Sing released a 
book  “Postal Stationery of India Cut Outs Used as Adhesives” by Madhukar and Savitha Jhingan. 
 

   

 
 
 
      After the dinner, the function concluded at 10.30 pm. 
 

Ananthapuri Philatelic Association Secretary 
Shri. P. Mohanachandran Nair 

receives Appreciation Certificate from past 
president of PCI Shri. Sahadeva Sahoo 

Appreciation 
 

Book release by Shri. K D Sing Members gathering 
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ROLL OF DISTINGUISHED PHILATELIST 
 
      Pradip Jain has formally achieved what he has been for a 
long time, a Distinguished Philatelist.  The Association of British 
Philatelic Societies has invited Pradip Jain and four others to sign 
the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists during IBRA 2023, World 
Stamp Exhibition.  The roll was launched by King George V, who 
was an ardent philatelist in 1919.  D N Jatia in 1983, Brigadier 
Diljit Singh Virk. in 1993 are other Indians who have signed the 
roll earlier. 
 
      Shri. Pradip Jain said: “I feel immensely gratified to receive 
this prestigious honour to come to India.  I would like to share this 
recognition with the entire philatelic fraternity for all their support 
in my long philatelic journey.” 
 
      The other honourees are Patrica ‘Trish’ Kaufman of USA, 
Damian Lage of Switzerland, Jesus Sitja Prats of Spain and 
Turhan Turgut of Turkey 
 
      Congratulations Shri. Pradip Jain and all others. 
 

Text Courtesy: Madhukar Jhingan 

 
 
PCI GENERAL MEETING 

 
      The Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) conducted a General Meeting of its Members 
at the Seminar Room in Hall No.5 of Pragati Maidan, New Delhi at 4.00 pm during 
Amritpex 2023.  President of the PCI Shri. Sunder Bahirwani presided over the meeting.  
The past presidents Shri. Sahadeva Sahoo and Smt. Damayanti Pittie were on the dais.  
Shri. Rajesh Kumar Bagri, Secretary General narrated the recent development in 
philatelic sector and PCI.  He also replied the questions raised by the participants. 

 
 

     

 
 
      More than 75 members attended the meeting.  The meeting concluded at 5.30 pm with the vote of 
thanks by Shri. Kapil Gogri, Secretary.   
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PHILATELIC EXHIBITION AND QUIZ BY SIPA 
 
      South India Philatelists’ Association, Chennai conducted a philatelic exhibition and spot quiz 
competition at Olgy Tech School, Muglivakkam, Chennai on 25 February 2023.  The quiz was 
conducted by Mr. Mahesh Parekh and prizes were given for the right answers. 
 

 

 
      The event was well attended with the parents of the youth philatelists.  It was suggested to parents 
that to open a PD Account in Philatelic Bureau, Chennai, so that the continuity can be maintained for 
the development of the hobby. 

 
      Stamps packets sponsored by SIPA members Mr. Dilip Saboo and Mr. C G Bhaskar were gifted to 
the quiz winners and youth philatelists. 
 
 
KPNS FELICITATED ‘SPARSH YOJANA’ WINNERS 
 
      Kottayam Philatelic and Numismatic Society (KPNS) felicitated Deen Dayal SPARSH Yojana 
winners  of 2022 from Kottayam District in their monthly meeting conducted in February 2023.  Shri. 
Atish Kumar Jain, Secretary of KPNS said that they have trained maximum number of students for 
participating in the scholarship programme of SPARSH in 2022.  Its result was very appreciable.  Out 
of 40 winners from the Kerala Circle, 11 students are from Kottayam District.   
 

 

 
      KPNS invited these 11 students along with their parents and felicitated.  One memento and stamp 
worth Rs.100 were sponsored by the society.  One member Mr. Jacob Mathai sponsored stock books 
to the winners.  President Shri. K T Joseph distributed the mementos and gifts to the students.  
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By Kumar Biswas 

 
Name of the event: National Philatelic Exhibition 2023 or Amritpex’2023 

Duration: From 11th to 15th February 2023 (5 days) 

Venue: Hall number 05, Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, India 

Covered area: 100,000 Square feet (approx.) 

Number of frames for display of philatelic exhibits = 1400 

Number of exhibits = 20,000+ 

Number of philatelic exhibitors = 500 

Number of categories = 13 (competitive) + Invitee class 

Number of themes = 5  

Number of visitors = 1,00,000+ 

Number of schools wherefrom students visited = 125 (National Capital Region Delhi) & others schools 

Organizer: Department of Post, Ministry of Communication, Government of India 

Partner Ministry: Ministry of Culture, Government of India 

Collaborated by: Philatelic Congress of India 

 

 
      The above numbers speak for themselves about the grandeurs and the mega scale in which the 
philatelic exhibition was recently conducted by India Post. It is simply impossible to describe the mega 
event with the limited vocabulary of the author. This was also termed as Maha Kumbh of Philately. 
 
      Kumbh Mela is a religious festival cum pilgrimage for the Hindus associated with the purification of 
souls by bathing in holy rivers during auspicious time. The frequency of the celebration is every 12 
years. It is celebrated in mega scale and hence termed as Maha (great) Kumbh. When any event is 
celebrated in larger-than-life scale it is referred as Maha Kumbh. 
 
      India got independence from British rule on 15 August 1947 and on 15 August 2023, it will be 
clocking 75 years of independence. A nationwide celebration, titled 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' (Great 
celebration of Independence) was commenced on 12 March 2021. It was a countdown of 75 weeks to 
touch the milestone of 75th anniversary of independence of India. There are five themes of this 
celebration: 
 

1. Freedom struggle 
2. Ideas@75 
3. Resolve@75 
4. Actions@75 
5. Achievements@75 

Philatelic objects of above themes were displayed in Amritpex. 
 
      In the past, to commemorate 50 years of independence of India, Indepex-97 was held in the year 
1997 in New Delhi. The last World Philatelic Exhibition, called Indipex 2011 was held during 12-18 
February 2011 at Pragati Maidan (Hall no. 8-11), New Delhi.  

Amritpex 2023 
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Inaugural ceremony 

 

      Amritpex’2023 was inaugurated by Ashwini Vaishnaw, the hon’ble Minister for Communications, 
Electronics & Information Technology and Railways, Government of India. The national exhibition was 
a part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations. Hon’ble Minister released a commemorative postage 
stamp on Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav. During the exhibition, on 14 February 2023, five Special Covers 
were issued, one each on Birsa Munda, Govind Guru, Puppetry, International Year of Millet and 
Freedom Struggle of India. It will not be out of point to mention that puppet show was organized at the 
venue for the visitors, and children in particular. 
 

     
                     Puppet Show                                              Cafeteria                                         Dealers’ stalls 
 

      The show-stopper of the exhibits was the Championship class. A few other classes (alphabetic 
order) of exhibitors were: 
  

1. Aero-philately 
2. Astro-philately 
3. Literature 
4. Maximaphilly 
5. Modern Philately 

6. Open philately 
7. Postal history 
8. Postal stationary 
9. Revenues 
 

10.  Thematic 
11.  Traditional philately 
12.  Single Frame Exhibits 
13.  Youth Class 

 
      There were exhibits exclusively for First Day Covers, Special Covers, Thematic, School collection, 
Akam class exhibits etc. 
 

     
                                           Exhibits area                                                      Literature class exhibits on display 
 

      One out of the box creation was setting up of Sensorial Zone. This section was exclusively designed 
for visually challenged visitors. With the help olfactory glands and touching sensation, they could 
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experience the stamps. There were perfumed stamps of India Post viz. Jasmine, Rose, Coffee etc., 
where these special visitors could smell those stamps kept on the stands. There was large replica of 
commemorative stamp of Louis Braille birth centenary (issued by India Post on 04 January 2009). 
Besides there were braille inscriptions about the stamps so that the visitors could read.  
 

     
               Sensorial Zone                                 Children’s activity area                       Philately workshops rooms 
 

      School children participated in droves. In the exhibition there were Youth class for students (10-15, 
16-18, and 19-21 years). Students participated even under School Collection category. For school 
children there were galore of activities. One of them was workshop of stamp designing. It is indeed a 
challenge to tell a story in a canvas of size 20 mm X 25 mm. Yes, that is the average size of a postage 
stamp. Therefore, designing of a postage stamp requires plenty of creativity and imagination. The soft 
spoken and low-profile illustrious artist Shri Shankha Samanta conducted the stamp design workshop 
for them. He is the person who has designed maximum number of postage stamps of the theme of 
Gandhi, issued by India Post. Besides he has designed several commemorative postage stamps of 
numerous themes for India Post. There was tremendous response from the participant budding stamp 
designers of the future. The stamp design contest was conducted by National Book Trust. 
 

   
                    Jury Members   

 
 
      The results of winners were announced on 14 February 2023.  Mr. Piyush Khaitan won Champion 
of Champions award for his exhibit Indian ‘Crash Air Mails (1919-1990)’.  The runner-up for this class 
was Dr. K. S. Mohan for his exhibit ‘Study of Service Stamps of Cochin.’ 
 
      In this era of internet and email, when sending letters by post is mostly limited to wedding invitations 
and a few others letters, organizing philatelic exhibition is a daring act. The philatelists gathered in the 
exhibition hall were mostly senior citizens. But if we go by the crowd at children area, we can conclude 
that philately is still alive and thriving. It is in safe hands. Seniors are ready to hand over the baton to 
upcoming generations. 
 

********** 
 

Mr. Piyush Khaitan receives Champion of Champions 
Trophy 

 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.85/March 2023 14 

 
 
 
 
 

By Dr Upender Vennam,  

Chief Vigilance Officer, BDL and MIDHANI, Hyderabad 

 

      Amritpex 2023- a national-level philatelic exhibition conducted by Department of Posts was held at 
Delhi from 11-15th February, 2023. Philatelists, whenever there is an exhibition of this scale, 
irrespective of their choice of collection, will eagerly wait for this ‘rare’ festival of stamps display. 
Undoubtedly stamps collection is a valuable hobby. Why does a person collect stamps? To me the 
answer is ever evolving. When I started collecting stamps, what did I look for? When I got opportunity 
to see the stamps display in an exhibition which was arranged by the Department in which I am also 
there, it just occurred to me why should I not collect stamps. First time I discovered interest on stamps 
in the exhibition held at Vijayawada, when the jurors were moving frame-to-frame and writing 
something on the paper. Also, therein, I noticed Mr Rajesh Kumar Bagri, eminent philatelist and the 
Juror was explaining to few children, the requirements of a Title page of an exhibit to score more marks. 
I overheard few things and convinced that exhibiting is a serious activity and it is like academic 
examination/competitive entrance. Thereafter, many years passed and I am still discovering the art of 
exhibiting. I read several books and articles on exhibiting, more so the thematic exhibiting and listened 
to tens of experts, nationally and abroad. Attended World Philatelic Exhibition held at Wuhan and 
discussed with Bernard Beston, President of FIP… The Exhibits which have been built up after few 
hundreds… may be few thousands of hours of effort invested in creating them, were finally end up in 
re-creating whole or few pages when we discover incompatibility with the learned principles. It is an 
unavoidable situation for any thematic exhibitor. Still, the exhibitor sticks to the hobby of collecting 
stamps and displaying them. We call it passion formally, and madness, informally. 
 
      A total of about 1400 frames are arranged by the Department of Posts. The Department of Posts 
has invested serious efforts in arranging brand new frames in such a spacious hall. Many philatelic 
activities are conducted and the displays arranged were outstanding. I moved frame-to-frame and 
noticed that the Exhibitors took interest in their exhibit and tried to bring in quality. I am sure everyone 
gained something from this philatelic exhibition. 
 
      The system of awarding medals is as below: 
 

Medal & Marks :  
   
Sl. No. Total Marks 

(100) 
Medal 

1 85 and above Gold 

2 80 - 84 Large Vermeil 

3 75 - 79 Vermeil 

4 70 – 74 Large Silver 

5 65 – 69 Silver 

6 60 - 64 Silver Bronze 

7 55 - 59 Bronze 

8 Below <55 
No Medal 

Certificate of Participation/ Diploma 

 

AMRITPEX 2023:  

Analysis Of Medals ‘LS And Above’  
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      The objective of this paper is to analyse the medals received in different philatelic classes and draw 
inferences from the statistical data. For the purpose of this study medal levels Large Silver (LS) and 
above alone were taken into consideration. The Philatelic Classes namely, Open Philately, Postal 
History, Traditional Philately, Thematic Class, Aero Philately, Astro Philately, FDC & Special Covers, 
Maximaphily, Modern Philately, Revenues Class, Postal Stationery were considered as they accepted 
five frames. Other classes like one-frame, AKAM and Literature Class were not taken for study. 
 
      As seen, a total of 185 exhibitors displayed their valuable collections in 11 different Philatelic 
Classes. The Class ‘Open Philately’ is gaining attention world-wide and Amritpex accommodated this 
class also. The ‘distribution of participants’ class-wise is as below: 
 
      Thematic-94; Postal History-25; Traditional Philately-24; Postal Stationery-9; Revenues-8; Open 
Philately & Aero Philately-7 each; FDC & Special Covers-6; Maximaphily-3; Modern Philately & Astro 
Philately-1 each. 
 
      It is evident that 51% of exhibitors are from Thematic Segment, followed by Postal History-13% 
and Traditional Philately-13%.  
 

 
 
      As seen from Table 1, a total of 72 medals LS and above are awarded by Jury members in these 
11 philatelic classes. 23 medals were awarded in Thematic segment followed by 21 Medals in Postal 
History Class and in Traditional Class with 15 medals. 3 medals were awarded each in Open Philately, 
Aero Philately and Postal Stationery. 2 medals each in FDC & Special Covers and Revenues were 
awarded. No medals, LS and above were awarded in three classes namely Astro Philately, 
Maximaphily and Modern Philately. 
 
      It is also seen that 84 per cent of total exhibitors of Postal History segment were awarded medals, 
LS and above! Further, 62.5 per cent of total exhibitors of Traditional Class were awarded medals, LS 
and above! On the contrary, it is only 24.5 per cent of Thematic Exhibitors were awarded medals, LS 
and above! Going by the per cent, thematic stands at 8th place as a proportion of ‘number of exhibitors’ 
vis-a’-vis medals ‘LS and above received’. This is disappointing.  

 

Postal History, 25, 
13%

Traditional, 24, 13%

Open 
Philately, 7, 

4%

Aero 
Philately, 

7, 4%

Postal Stationery, 
9, 5%

FDC & Spl 
Covers, 6, 3%Revenues, 8, 4%

Thematic, 94, 51%

Astro Philately, 1, 
0%

Maximaphily, 3, 2%Modern Philately, 1, 
1%

Amritpex 2023 Extent of Participation by Class

Postal History Traditional Open Philately Aero Philately

Postal Stationery FDC & Spl Covers Revenues Thematic

Astro Philately Maximaphily Modern Philately
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Table 1 
 

Class with Five 
Frames 

Total 
number 

displayed 

Total 
medals LS 
and above 

Percent of Medals 
in each Class 

against the total of 
72 medals 

LS and above(% 
with respect to 

displayed number 
in that class) 

Postal History 25 21 29.2 84.0 

Traditional 24 15 20.8 62.5 

Open Philately 7 3 4.2 42.9 

Aero Philately 7 3 4.2 42.9 

Postal Stationery 9 3 4.2 33.3 

FDC & Special Covers 6 2 2.8 33.3 

Revenues 8 2 2.8 25.0 

Thematic 94 23 31.9 24.5 

Astro Philately 1 0 0.0 0.0 

Maximaphily 3 0 0.0 0.0 

Modern Philately 1 0 0.0 0.0 

Total 185 72     
 

      Let us attempt medal-wise analysis. As seen from the Table 2, 24 per cent of Exhibitors in Postal 
History were awarded Gold, followed by 4.2 per cent of Exhibitors of Traditional Class. No Gold medal 
was awarded to any other class! In case of LV medal tally, FDC & Spl Covers segment secured 33 
percent, followed by Aero Philately, Traditional Class, Revenues…  
 

Table 2 
 

Class-five frames 
Total no 

displayed 

Total 
medals 
LS and 
above 

Gold(%) 
Large 

Vermeil 
(%) 

Vermeil 
(%) 

Large 
Silver(%) 

Postal History 25 21 24.0 4 16 40 

Traditional 24 15 4.2 16.7 16.7 25 

Open Philately 7 3 0.0 14.3 28.6 0 

Aero Philately 7 3 0.0 28.6 14.3 0 

Postal Stationery 9 3 0.0 0 11.1 22.2 

FDC & Spl Covers 6 2 0.0 33.3 0 0 

Revenues 8 2 0.0 12.5 0 12.5 

Thematic 94 23 0.0 1.1 5.3 18 

Astro Philately 1 0 0.0 0 0 0 

Maximaphily 3 0 0.0 0 0 0 

Modern Philately 1 0 0.0 0 0 0 

Total 185 72     
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      Where is Thematic segment standing? It was only 1 per cent of total displayed exhibitors were 
awarded LV medals! In case of Vermeil as seen from the Table 2, highest fulfilment is seen in Open 
Philately, followed by Traditional and Postal History Classes. Thematic segment got 5 per cent 
fulfilment score! Let us examine LS status. A total of 40 per cent exhibitors of Postal History were 
awarded with LS medal, followed by Traditional Class with 25 per cent and Postal Stationery with 22 
per cent. Thematic segment stood at 18 per cent. In other words, 24.5 per cent of Thematic Exhibitors 
were awarded with medals LS and above and 75.5 per cent Thematic Exhibitors were given with lower 
version of medals! Remember that 51% of exhibitors are from Thematic Segment! 
 

      As seen from the Table 3, a total of 32 per cent medals 
were given to thematic segment against the total medals 
72-LS and above. Postal History class had a share of 29 
per cent and Traditional was at 21 per cent. Other 
segments share was 4 per cent in respect of Open 
Philately, Aero Philately and Postal Stationery. FDC & 
Special Covers and Revenues scored 2.8 per cent share. 
Astro Philately, Maximaphily and Modern Philately could 
not score any medal LS and above.   
 
      After years of effort, it is evident and I am convinced 
that thematic exhibiting is easy to build up but difficult to 
reach top medal level. Reasons are on both sides- that is 
the exhibitor side and judging side. It takes years to reach 
a higher level understanding of how to exhibit of thematic 
segment. Understanding the requirements is part of the 
story and applying it on exhibit page is the most challenging 
task.  
 
      Judging is highly subjective. The juror will have 
preferences and may have physical and personal 
limitations. These will manifest at times in receiving low 
score specially in a national exhibition. I am convinced that 
Thematic exhibits are consistently given less importance in  

 

 
 

21
15

3 3 3 2 2

23

0 0 0

25 24

7 7 9 6 8

94

1 3 1
0
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20

30

40
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90

100

No of Medals Vs No Exhibited

Total medals LS and above Total no displayed

                          Table 3 
 

Class-five frames 

Total 
medals 
LS and 
above 

Percent 
share of 

Medals in 
each Class 

Postal History 21 29.2 

Traditional 15 20.8 

Open Philately 3 4.2 

Aero Philately 3 4.2 

Postal Stationery 3 4.2 

FDC & Spl Covers 2 2.8 

Revenues 2 2.8 

Thematic 23 31.9 

Astro Philately 0 0.0 

Maximaphily 0 0.0 

Modern Philately 0 0.0 

Total 72   
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the medal tally and level of medal. The above study makes it clear. If due importance and 
encouragement is not given to thematic segment, it will dent the motivation of serious thematic 
exhibitors and as a result, India will not be able to showcase its glory through thematic subjects at 
international level. It is to be understood that it is only through thematic segment, nation’s heritage, 
culture, diversity etc. can be reached to global viewers. Further, thematic subject can be easily 
understood and hence thematic segment connects well to any class of viewers irrespective of 
geographies. Specialists alone are interested in the Postal History, Traditional Philately and few other 
classes of philately and a normal visitor cannot understand them easily. If so, why such unfavourable 
treatment is given to thematic exhibits? I have no answer. Ultimately, what is the basic purpose of 
stamps collecting and displaying? It is only to reach to many people, especially to the children and 
youth. Do the children understand the complicated aspects of display of other segments? Why there is 
such a lopsided picture of preference to the capital intensive, specialist-oriented, difficult-to-understand 
philatelic classes? Why there is no level playing field in the medal tally for thematic exhibits? Is principle 
of Pareto applied in judging exhibits? Is that the order of day that 20 percent of elitist exhibits rule the 
world of philately? Why not ‘scaling’ principle is not applied in judging the exhibits? In Civil Services 
Examination conducted by UPSC in India, scaling principle is applied to bring in parity across diverse 
subjects called ‘optional subjects’. When we appeared in the Civil Services Examination, it was 
believed that few optional papers like Mathematics, Physics are ‘scoring more’ at the cost of other 
optional papers. In order to counter this undue edge, UPSC follows principle of scaling so that the edge 
to few papers is minimised. Why not the experts prescribe scaling so that each class of philately gets 
its due share and medal levels are comparable. In fact, principle of judging is to ensure that best in that 
class should be given the top most medal, say ‘Gold’. Comparison should be within that philatelic class. 
Unfortunately, this is not being followed. 
 
      In thematic exhibit, at any point of time, a juror can give many reasons as to why it won’t merit a 
higher medal unlike in Postal History or in a Traditional Exhibit. Some of the reasons given very easily 
could be:  write-up is more; write-up is very less; white space is more; very crowded; Title is not 
appropriate; out of balance; used more modern material; not much material is available on each page; 
different philatelic elements on each page are not visible; not a latest generation exhibit; story line (red 
thread) is not there; borderline material used; windowing should be/should not have been done; no 
rare material; deluxe proofs are used; used material condition is not good; surprising (spice) material 
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is not there; pages used are bright in colour; text is not readable; philatelic and thematic text is not 
easily distinguishable; connections are not established properly; Headings are not proper; Text is not 
close to the philatelic material displayed;  principle of show what you write and write what you show is 
not followed; overall look and feel is not appealing and aesthetic….  
 

 
 
 
      Can the exhibitor answer the above questions to the satisfaction of that learned juror? Many a time, 
the exhibitor will never come to know why the thematic exhibit scored less…The same exhibit that 
scored Gold in a State-level, could embrace the lowest medal in the National-level exhibition! The 
thematic exhibit that scored Vermeil in the previous National-level exhibition could get a lower version 
in medal! How to explain this variability? Who will give answers? Why not a statistical data repository 
is not maintained and the exhibitors hard work in the form of medals secured is not preserved and 
consulted so that there is no wide variation? It is a gross injustice to the exhibitors, specially the 
thematic ones. There is no protocol that minimises these variations. Transparency is not there. Scoring 
sheet is not shared with the exhibitors. A serious thematic exhibitor will feel the pain for such gross 
misfortunes and chose to be away in competitive exhibiting. This is avoidable provided lessons are 
learnt and protocol of level playing is ensured and followed without any undue preferences. Long live 
philately and my profound wishes to the thematic exhibitors. 
 

 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.  Please send the matter in A4 size 

Word format.  Send the clear images in separate files. 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

Postal History, 21, 29%

Traditional, 15, 21%

Open Philately, 3, 4%
Aero Philately, 3, 4%

Postal Stationery, 3, 4%

FDC & Spl 
Covers, 2, 3%

Revenues, 2, 3%

Thematic, 23, 32%

Astro Philately, 0, 0% Maximaphily, 0, 0%
Modern Philately, 0, 0%

Share of medals LS and above Class-wise

Postal History Traditional Open Philately Aero Philately Postal Stationery FDC & Spl Covers

Revenues Thematic Astro Philately Maximaphily Modern Philately



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.85/March 2023 20 

 
 
 

 
 

 
By Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar, Goa 

 

      The Department of Posts, recently released a set of 12 stamps of value of R 5 each on 
Geographical Indications (GI) of the Indian subcontinent, as a part of the Amritpex (Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav Philatelic Exhibition) 2023 held at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi from 11-15, February. They 
represented a wide variety of agricultural produce from the different parts of the Indian subcontinent 
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari. This is a great boon for philatelic collectors  from the philatelic point of 
view as earlier, we had mostly special covers on GI theme without any appropriate or relevant stamp, 
this release has fulfilled that lacunae. I sincerely wish, the India Posts, will come up with more stamps 
on this theme as well as First Day covers too. As they will increase the number items which can be 
displayed under this theme in various exhibitions by the philatelists all over the world. 
   

 
 
      A Miniature Sheet of the 12 different Geographical Indications: Agricultural Goods. They are: 
Kashmir Saffron, Himachali Chulli Oil, Ganjam Kewda Flower, Kaji Nemu, Mahabaleshwar Strawberry, 
Allahabad Surkha Guava, Shahi Litchi of Bihar, Naga Tree Tomato, Gir Kesar Mango, Bangalore Blue 
Grapes, Vazhakulam Pineapple, Eathomozhy Tall Coconut 
 
      A geographical indication (GI) tag is used for an agricultural, natural or a manufactured product 
(handicraft and industrial goods) originating from a definite geographical territory. Typically, such a 
name conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness, which is essentially attributable to the place 
of its origin. 

A Philatelic Exploration of the Incredible Treasures of India 

Through Geographical Indications Stamps:  

From Kashmir to Kanyakumari  
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      Geographical indications (GI) refer to a type of intellectual property (IP) protection which identifies 
goods with a geographical region. The GI tagging is attributed in such a manner that quality, reputation 
and other salient features of the commodity are linked to the location of origin. The GI tag for a product 
can be used only by legitimate users and the residents of the territory of origin. GI tags may be obtained 
for agricultural products, handicrafts, textiles, manufactured goods, foodstuffs etc. The given GI tag 
may be in the form of a geographical name or a figurative representation or a combination of these 
two. The tag assigned to a product should convey its geographical origin. GI plays an important role in 
promoting the conservation of biodiversity among the rural populations. 
 
 

GI for agricultural products 
 

Kashmir Saffron 
 
      Kashmiri saffron also known as Zafran in Urdu is renowned globally as a spice with many medicinal 
benefits and also represents the rich cultural heritage of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Kashmiri Saffron is grown at an altitude of 1,600m to 1,800m above sea level, which adds to its 
uniqueness and differentiates it from other saffron varieties available across the world. 
 
      Saffron is cultivated and harvested in the Karewas (highlands) of J&K and has been assigned a 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag by the Geographical Indications Registry. The spice is grown in 
Pulwama, Budgam, Kishtwar and Srinagar regions of J&K. Kashmiri saffron was given the GI tag by 
India in May 2020. 
 
      GI sign is used on products that have a specific geographical origin and possess qualities or a 
reputation that are due to that origin. Saffron growers are hopeful that they will now get a better price 
for their produce after the introduction of the GI tag to the saffron grown here. 
 
      Iran is the largest producer of saffron in the world and India is a close competitor. However, with 
the GI tag, India has become the only saffron producing country to which GI has been assigned, 
resulting in more prominence in the export market, thereby boosting exports as well as helping the 
farmers to get the best remunerative price for economic sustainability. 
 
Himachali Chulli Oil 
 
      Chulli oil or otherwise locally known as 'Gutti ka tel' is extracted from the kernels of wild apricots in 
almost all the households for domestic consumption. The Chulli trees are moderate in size, hardy and 
grows well at elevations of 1200 – 3500 metres above sea level. Chuli oil is extracted from the kernels 
of wild apricots, which grows extensively in most parts of Kinnaur district. Though wild apricot grows in 
Shimla and Lahaul Spiti as well, it is primarily identified with Kinnaur. Since Chulli Oil is full of medicinal 
properties, it can be used for edible, massage and remedial purposes. It is believed to be Grease for 
human bone joints, relieve back ache and joint pains if massaged daily. An intake of one teaspoon full 
of Chulli Oil daily in the morning cleanse the body.  
 
      Traditionally people have been extracting oils from theses fruits by cumbersome manual methods. 
The Chulli Oil (Apricot oil) is known to reduce the risk of cardiovascular diseases. Also, it is important 
for skin, hair growth, and regulation of cholesterol metabolism. Apricot oil can be used for edible, 
massaging, and pharmaceutical purposes. Chulli oil is rich in unsaturated fatty acids having oleic and 
linoleic acids besides vitamin E. Himachali Chulli Oil has been conferred with the Geographical 
Indication (GI) Status by Government of India in 2009 with the GI Number 121.  
 
Ganjam Kewda Flower 
 
      Ganjam Kewda is a male flower of the fragrant screwpine plant used for extracting kewda oil in 
India. A native to the tropics, it is registered (on Application No. 229) under the Geographical Indications 
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(GI) of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act by Government of India. Kewda scent is produced in 
Chhatrapur, Brahmapur, Gopalpur and Jagannathpur in district of Ganjam, Odisha. Although kewda 
plants can be found through most of India, 90% of the commercial production of the kewda flower is 
estimated to occur in the Odisha state.  
 
      The flower of the kewda plant grows on a small tree or shrub; it is both cultivated and grows wild in 
coastal areas. The plant can also be found in some inland districts but the flowers seem to create their 
most exquisite floral bouquet in certain coastal localities, the most famous being the Ganjam district of 
Odisha. The tree can reach a height of 18 feet, with dense branches supported by aerial roots that can 
form a thick, almost impenetrable jungle. The long leaves possess prickly spines along the edges and 
mid-ribs making the plant tough to handle for those not familiar with the handling and harvesting 
techniques. The male flower "spikes" (or inflorescence) are 25–50 cm (10–20 in) long. Along the central 
stalk of each spike one can find many flowers, each encased in a fragrant cream-colored spathe (a 
spathe is a protective leaf enclosing a flower). A fully mature kewda tree produces about 30 to 40 flower 
spikes each year weighing 5 to 6 each ounces each. 
 
      Only the flowers of the male plant are harvested to extract the floral bouquet to produce kewra. The 
flower's bouquet is sweet, similar to rose flowers, with also some fruity notes. The plants flower three 
times a year (Summer, Monsoon, and Winter). A majority of the flowers that provide the best floral 
bouquet grow during monsoon season (July–September). Some 30% of the flowers grow during 
summer (May–June), and remaining 10% grow during winter (October–November). The creamy white 
color flowers are encased in long spikes about one foot long. On average, one mature plant can 
produce about 35 flower spikes, each weighing about 5 to 6 ounces. The All India Strawberry Grower's 
Association proposed the registration of Mahabaleshwar strawberry under the Geographical 
Indications of Goods Act, 1999, to the Office of the Controller-General of Patents, Designs and 
Trademarks, Chennai. The fruit was granted the GI status two years later in 2010. 
 
Kaji Nemu 
 
      The Kaji Nemu is an indigenous variety of lemon and has been a staple of every Assamese 
household. The taste of the lemon is such that people don’t even waste the rind or leaves.  
 
      One of the villages from where the Kaji Nemu reached London is Aouhata, which in Assamese 
means ‘inaccessible’. But through the joint push by Nilachal Agro Producer Company of Salbari, the 
Agriculture and Processed Food Products Export Development and Authority (APEDA), and the former 
Deputy Commissioner of Baksa, this inaccessible village and its farmers could access English markets. 
 
      “The lemons were sold at roughly Rs 35 per kg, which made a big difference for the farmers who 
were selling it at Rs 9-10,” says Ayush Garg, the former Deputy Commissioner of Baksa. In local 
markets, even in the peak season of August, the lemons would fetch just 40 paise per piece. Foreign 
exports are changing that.  
 
      Its fragrance, size, and the fact that it is seedless. The Kaji Nemu, which has a Geographical 
Indication (GI) tag, is opening up new avenues for Assam’s small land-owning farmers. The state 
produces over one lakh tonne of the lemon variety each year, with Dibrugarh district being the highest 
producer. And India and the world is slowly acquiring a taste for it. 
 
      “The plant starts flowering in April and then slowly progresses to become the lemons you see here,” 
says Topo walking among rows of Kaji Nemu plants, with branches still laden with fruit, despite the 
harvest having been collected a month ago. “I am happy lemons grown here are going to London.” 
Topo started growing lemons in 2015 and in seven years, his produce reached British kitchens. 
 
      For all its fame in Assam thalis, the Kaji Nemu was an ‘accidental discovery’. The information 
booklet on GI tags in India states that the variety originated as a chance seedling in the Burnihat citrus 
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station. It was the product collected under the name Chinakaghi from Hashara village of Sivasagar. 
Kaji Nemu received the GI tag in 2020. 
 
Mahabaleswhar Strawberry 
 
      Mahabaleshwar strawberry is a strawberry grown in the hilly slopes of Mahabaleshwar, which 
accounts for about 85 percent of the total strawberry produced in India. Strawberry, along with 
raspberry, mulberry and gooseberry, is produced on a large scale in and around Mahabaleshwar. 
Mahabaleshwar strawberry obtained the geographical indication (GI) tag in 2010. 
 
      Strawberries were brought to the region from Australia during the British colonial rule. 
Mahabaleshwar was the summer capital of the Bombay Presidency under British Raj. Since then, local 
farmers have developed their own varieties of the fruit, some of which are imported from other places. 
 
      The Mahabaleshwar strawberry is grown mainly in the hilly Mahabaleshwar-Panchgani belt in 
western Maharashtra. As of late 2015, it is grown in an estimated area of 3,000 acres with about 30,000 
metric tonnes of the fruit being produced annually. Mahabaleshwar strawberry contributes to about 85 
percent of the total strawberry production in the country. The cool climate and red soil of the region 
make it suitable for growing the fruit and give it a unique taste. 
 
      The Mahabaleshwar strawberry is a seasonal fruit with the usual season lasting between October–
November and April–May. Mother saplings, some of which are imported from California in the month 
of June, are planted in nurseries in places like Wai. The runners produced by each of these saplings 
are replanted in the month of September. The land is prepared after the monsoon season in September 
by fumigation and covering the fields with plastic sheets. The seeds are planted in holes punched 
through these sheets and sprays are added to the fields. 
 
      Nearly half of the fruit in the region belongs to the Sweet Charlie variety of California, with 
Camarosa and Winter Dawn being the other two major varieties. Other notable varieties include Rania 
and Nabila. Mahabaleshwar strawberry is used in making various food products in the region such as 
preserves, jams, fruit crushes, ice-creams, milkshakes, strawberry with fresh cream, strawberry fudge, 
strawberry wine and jelly toffees. 
 
Allahabad Surkha Guava 
 
      Allahabadi Surkha are a variety of guava having deep pink colour inside instead of the typical white 
colour and an apple red exterior skin. This fruit is sweet, and strongly flavoured with few seeds and is 
slightly depressed at both ends. The plants are vigorous, dome shaped and compact. These guavas 
are cultivated across the Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh region in the northern belt of India. Allahabadi 
Surkha is cultivated today on almost 1000 hectares of land mainly under Kaushambi and Kaurihar -II 
districts of Allahabad.  The fruit is known for its medical properties such that during the winter season 
because it neutralizes disease symptoms. Due to its delicious flavour and pleasant aroma, Allahabad 
Surkha Guava was awarded the Geographical Indication Tag (GI) in 2007–2008 and continues to be 
a favourite among people.  
 
Shahi Litchi of Bihar 
 
      Litchi or lychee was initially introduced in Bengal and gradually spread to Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and 
Punjab. The humid conditions and alluvial soil which is rich in calcium in Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga 
as well as nearby areas proved ideal for litchi cultivation in Bihar. In fact, litchi has been an important 
fruit crop of Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga region since 1907. 
 
      India is considered to be the second largest producer of litchi in the world with Bihar alone 
accounting for about 50 per cent of litchi production in the country. The fruit is mostly grown in 
Muzaffarpur and its neighbouring districts of East Champaran, Vaishali, Samastipur and Begusarai. 
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The fruit is grown in 3,200 hectares of land in the state. Bihar alone produces around 3,40,000 tonnes 
of litchi and nearly 1,80,000 tonnes is exported to European and West Asian countries. 
 
      There are many varieties of litchi like Shahi, China, Longia, Calcuttia, etc. but the Shahi litchi of 
Muzaffarpur stands tall and true to its name of royal litchi. The climatic conditions and high calcium 
content in the soil in Muzaffarpur, Vaishali, Samastipur, Champaran, Begusarai and the surrounding 
areas of Bihar is the key for the superior quality of this litchi. There is very limited use of pesticide which 
further adds value to the succulent fruit. 
 
      This choicest litchi has a sweet, juicy and pearly white aril. The crimson red fruits are famous for 
its heady aroma, sweetness, pulpiness (as 80 to 90 percent of the fruit is filled with pulp as compared 
to litchi grown in other parts of the country) and good sugar acid blend.This aromatic litchi was given 
the Geographical Indication Tag (GI) in 2018. 
 
Naga Tree Tomato 
 
      The Naga Tree Tomato is locally known as 'Sei Bangenuo' the name is a derivation from the 
Tenyidie dialect which translates to 'tree tomato'. The fruit looks a lot like tomato , but bears an egg-
like shape. With over 30 species around the world, the Naga Tree Tomato is also called 'Tamarillo'. 
 
      The tamarillo (Solanum betaceum) is a small tree or shrub in the flowering plant family Solanaceae 
(the nightshade family). It is best known as the species that bears the tamarillo, an egg-shaped edible 
fruit. It is also known as the tree tomato, tomate de árbol, tomate andino, tomate serrano, blood fruit, 
tomate de yuca, tomate de españa, sachatomate, berenjena, chilto and tamamoro in South America, 
tyamtar, rambheda or rukh tamatar (lit. tree tomatoes) in Nepal, and terong Belanda (Dutch eggplant) 
in Indonesia. It is popular globally, especially in Peru, Colombia, New Zealand, Ecuador, Nepal, 
Rwanda, Burundi, Australia, Bhutan and the United States. 
 
      The plant is a fast-growing tree that grows up to 5 metres. Peak production is reached after 4 years, 
and the life expectancy is about 5 to 12 years. The tree usually forms a single upright trunk with lateral 
branches. The flowers and fruits hang from the lateral branches. The leaves are large, simple and 
perennial, and have a strong pungent smell. The flowers are pink-white, and form clusters of 10 to 50 
flowers. They produce 1 to 6 fruits per cluster. Plants can set fruit without cross-pollination, but the 
flowers are fragrant and attract insects. Cross-pollination seems to improve fruit set. The roots are 
shallow and not very pronounced, therefore the plant is not tolerant of drought stress and can be 
damaged by strong winds. Tamarillos will hybridize with many other solanaceae, though the hybrid 
fruits will be sterile, and unpalatable in some instances. 
 
      The fruits are egg-shaped and about 4-10 cm long. Their colour varies from yellow and orange to 
red and almost purple. Sometimes they have dark, longitudinal stripes. Red fruits are more sour, yellow 
and orange fruits are sweeter. The flesh has a firm texture and contains more and larger seeds than a 
common tomato. The fruits are very high in vitamins and iron and low in calories (only about 40 calories 
per fruit). Naga tree tomato is now among one of the exotic agricultural products from Northeast India, 
accorded GI tag during April 2014-March 2015. 
 
Gir Kesar Mango 
 
      The 'Gir Kesar' mango, also called Kesar, is a mango cultivar grown in the foothills of Girnar in 
Gujarat, western India. The mango is known for its bright orange colored pulp and was given the 
geographical indication status in 2011. The biggest market of Gir Kesar is in Talala Gir (45 km from Gir 
national park) known as a Mango Market Yard. 
 
      The mango was grown in 1931 by Junagadh Wazir Sale Bhai in Vanthali. About 75 grafts were 
then planted in the foothills of Girnar at the Junagadh Laal Dori farm. The mango is said to have been 
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known as "Kesar" since 1934 when the Nawab of Junagadh Muhammad Mahabat Khan III said "This 
is Kesar" looking at the orange pulp of the fruit—kesar being Gujrati/Hindi for saffron. 
 
      The Kesar mango is grown in an approximate area of 20,000 hectare in the districts of Junagadh 
and Amreli in the Saurashtra region of Gujarat, with an estimated annual production of two lakh tonnes. 
However, only the mango grown around the Gir sanctuary area is officially known as "Gir Kesar 
mango". 
 
      This variety of mango is usually produced to the market in April-May and should be harvested at 
green mature stage, with the cultivation beginning around October after the monsoon season. Kesar 
variety is among the most expensive varieties of the fruit. 
 
      Gujarat Agro Industries Corporation (GAIC) Ltd proposed the geographical indication (GI) 
registration of Gir Kesar mango. After the Junagadh Agricultural University filed the application in 2010, 
the fruit was granted the GI tag in 2011 by the Geographical Indication Registry in Chennai, making 
the name "Gir Kesar" exclusive to the mangoes grown in the region. It thus became the first agricultural 
product from Gujarat and the second mango variety in India (after Uttar Pradesh's Dasheri mango) to 
earn the GI tag. 
 
Bangalore Blue Grapes 
 
      Bangalore blue grape, also simply called Bangalore Blue, is a variety of fox grape (Vitis labrusca) 
grown in districts around Bangalore in India. It is one of the three major varieties of grape in the state 
of Karnataka (the other two being Thomson seedless and Anab-E-Shahi Dilkush). It received a 
geographical indication tag from the Government of India in 2013. 
 
      The variety has been grown for the past 150 years in the districts of Bangalore Urban, 
Chikkaballapur and Kolar. It is cultivated exclusively in an area of about 5,000 hectares, mainly in the 
Nandi Valley; and about 450,000 tonnes of the fruit are produced annually. 
 
      Bangalore Blue is closely related to the American Concord variety which has a strong natural 
resistance against phylloxera bugs. The variety has a "foxy flavor" and a soft skin. It is known to have 
anti-cancer and anti-ageing properties, as demonstrated by modern research.  
 
      The ideal conditions needed to grow Bangalore Blue are: soil of red sandy loam type, day 
temperature of 35 °C to 37 °C and night temperature of 12 °C to 15 °C. As these conditions are found 
around the Bangalore region, the variety is grown exclusively there. The grape is mainly used for raw 
consumption, making jams and jellies, juice and juice concentrates; and in fortified wines.  
 
Vazhakulam Pineapple 
 
      Vazhakulam pineapple is the term used to refer to the pineapple produced in the Vazhakulam area 
in Kerala. The appellation "Vazhakulam" has been registered as Geographical Indication No. 130 at 
Chennai on 4 September 2009 under Agricultural-Horticultural Product category. The GI registration 
was granted based on an application filed by Nadukkara Agro Processing Company Ltd., Kerala 
Agricultural University and Pineapple Farmers Association, Vazhakulam. The GI registration specifies 
the specialties of this product thus: "Vazhakulam pineapple locally known as 'Kannarachakka' comes 
under the species Ananas comosus.  
 
      The average fruit weight is 1300-1600 g. The fruit has a pleasant aroma, fruit shape is slightly 
conical, fruit 'eyes' deeply placed, fruit flesh is crisp and golden yellow in colour, juice is sweet with 14-
16o brix and its acidity is 0.50 - 0.70%. It is a good source of carotene, vitamins, minerals and energy." 
The Vazhakulam pineapple is cultivated in an area which spreads to about 45 km north, 40 km west, 
35 km east and 110 km south from Vazhakulam, the heart land of Vazhakulam pineapple. 
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Eathomozhy Tall Coconut 
 
      A rare type of tall coconut variety with immense historical, religious and commercial importance 
known locally as Eathamozhy or Eathamozhi tall coconut thrives in Kanyakumari district. The unique 
morphological traits found in this variety are of a superior genetic constitution and it is unsurprising that 
there is great demand for the seedlings of Eathamozhy tall coconut across India and Asia. However, 
this variety exhibits its full genetic potential only in this geographical location and this is greatly 
attributed to the traditional knowledge of the farmers. 
 
      The Eathamozhy tall coconut comes under the West Coast Tall variety of coconut and grows well 
in the saline red soil found in Thengapattinam, Colachel, Rajakkamangalam, Alathankarai, Eathamozhi 
and Puthalam in Kanyakumari district. 
 
      Eathamozhy tall coconut is known for its strong hardy stem, large crown with 30 – 36 leaves, good 
size fruits with generous amount of fibre in the thick shell, kernel and high percentage of copra and oil. 
The tree can reach a height of about 30 metres and can live for about 80 – 100 years. These trees are 
visually pleasing with large green leaves and green or light green oblong-shaped nuts. This is a rainfed 
crop and the agro-climatic conditions results in high yield and excellent nut quality. This indigenous 
variety shows remarkable resistance to diseases and pests. 
 
      As Eathamozhy tall coconut has a very percentage of copra and natural oils, Government 
authorities are working simultaneously with the farmers to increase production and quality of the 
produce through organic farming methods and new technology to increase the income of the farmers 
through direct supply and value-added products. This native tall coconut received the Geographical 
Indication Tag (GI) in 2008. 
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By Dr. M K Sudhakar  

 
      A Siamese twin joint stamp issue is a joint stamp issue in which the stamps from both countries 
are physically linked together either as se-tenant or printed individually within a single miniature sheet.  

 
SINGAPORE - INDIA JOINT STAMP ISSUE 2015  

 

 
 

      The Singapore - India Joint Issue issued on November 24, 2015, commemorates the Official Residence of 
the Presidents of Singapore and India – Istana and Rashtrapati Bhavan respectively. The Miniature Sheet is 
composed of the Singapore postage stamp in denomination of 1st Local - 0.30 SGD and Indian postage stamp 
in denomination of INR 25 as separate stamps. The First Day Cover is affixed with a Miniature Sheet which is 
cancelled by Singapore Post and India Post on their respective stamps. 

 
CANADA - INDIA JOINT ISSUE 2017 

 

 
 

      The Canada - India Joint Issue issued on September 21, 2017, commemorates Diwali, the Festival of Lights. 
The Miniature Sheet is composed of the Canadian postage stamp in in denomination of 2.50 CAD and Indian 
postage stamp in denomination of INR 25 as se-tenant stamps. The First Day Cover is affixed with a Miniature 
Sheet which is cancelled by Canada Post and India Post on their respective    stamps.  The commemorative 
postage stamps and the pictorial cancellations of the Canada and India feature a diya the traditional cup shaped 
oil lamp made of baked clay in different designs 
 

      The above two joint issues are the only Siamese twins joint issues of India and bear the Indian 
denominations. 

Siamese Twins Joint Issue 
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
 

India - Inverted Head 4 Annas 
 
 

 
 

Country of production : India 
Location of production : Survey Office, Calcutta 

Date of production : 1854 
Nature of rarity : Invert error 

No. in existence : 28 
Face value : Four Annas 

 
India - Inverted Head Four Annas 
 
      The Inverted Head Four Annas of India is a postage stamp prized by collectors. The 1854 first 
issues of India included a Four Annas value in red and blue. It was one of the world's first multi-coloured 
stamps; the Basel Dove preceded it by nine years. However, an invert error occurred during production, 
showing the head "upside down." 
 
Four annas stamps 
 
      The Four Annas stamps were lithographed by the Survey Office in Calcutta. Two colours were 
used, red for the frame and blue for the head. During production, the paper was first imprinted with the 
red frames, and then the sheets were laid out to dry overnight. The next day, the blue heads were 
added within the frames. The First Printing, using Head Die I and Frame Die I, both as shown here, 
began on October 13, 1854. There were 12 widely spaced stamps in each sheet. Exactly 206,040 
stamps were printed for this Head Die I issue. 
 
Inverted head four annas 
 
      Among these First Printing stamps, at least six sheets with the red frames had been inadvertently 
turned 180 degrees before being placed in the press. So, although the heads appear to be upside 
down, it was the red frames that were inverted. D.N. Jatia found that at least six sheets must have 
been fed into the press upside-down, as six of these stamps from Position 4 showed different 
lithographic stones were used for the head and frame dies. 
 

Stamp of the month 
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      The surviving examples of this error are low in number. E. A. Smythies states that, at one time, 
"Details and illustrations of all the known copies were given in that interesting publication, Stamps of 
Fame, by L. N. and M. Williams." One additional example has been reported, yielding 28 total known 
examples. All of these are postally used. Only two (or three) are known cut square; another 25 are cut 
to shape (that is, in an octagonal shape). One from the collection of the Earl of Crawford was exhibited 
in the World Philatelic Exhibition in Washington in 2006. 
 
 

 
 
 
Discovery of the error 
 
      This error appears not to have been discovered until many years after the stamps were issued. 
None of the 1870s publications mentions the Inverted Head Four Annas. The 1891 reprints provide the 
first conclusive evidence that the error was known, but E. A. Smythies said the error was first noticed 
during a meeting of the Philatelic Society of London in 1874. In 1907 L.L.R. Hausburg mentioned the 
Inverted Head Four Annas, but incorrectly, as he was not sure whether it came from the First or Second 
Printings. Mr. Séfi described this error in the West End Philatelist, January 1912. 
 
Collections 
 
      Three cut to shape examples of the Inverted Head Four Annas are in the Tapling Collection at the 
British Library, London, including two (positions 3 and 4 on the printed sheet) on cover, indicating that 
the error was created by an incorrect sheet placement rather than by a careless die transfer. One 
example, carefully cut to shape, from position five on the sheet, is found in the Royal Collection. The 
Government of India Collection, in Delhi, has a cut to shape example on the piece, position two on the 
sheet. Two examples cut square, one of them on the cover, was in the collection of C. D. Desai. Desai 
"raised" his stamp from its cover for study. The provenance of several other examples is described in 
Martin and Smythies, as cited below. 
 
Forgeries 
 
      Forgeries have been made by chemically erasing the upright head or the frame and then printing 
over it. These can be detected using "black light" (long wave (UV-A) ultraviolet light) and other 
techniques. One of these fakes appeared in the Masson sale and one or two in the Ferrary auctions. 
Some clever forgeries purport to show an inverted head with incorrect head dies, which are obvious. 
Crude forgeries are plentiful. 
 
Reference :  
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inverted_Head_4_Annas 
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APA RECEIVED PCI CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 

      Ananthapuri Philatelic Association won the Certificate of Appreciation by Philatelic 
Congress of India for the year 2023 for its contribution in the promotion of philately and 
interest of PCI. 

      The award was announced by the Secretary of PCI through email on 30 January 
2023.   

      The Association Secretary Mohanachandran Nair received the award in a special 
function at the PCI Reception/Award night held at the Civil Services Officers Institute, 
Chanakyapuri New Delhi on 11 February 2023 at 7.00 pm. 

      We are humbly thankful to PCI who selected us to qualify for this award. This award 
is a significant honour to us and is our obligation to put more efforts in future for 
promoting philately and to assist PCI in their journey. 

OUR MEMBERS IN AMRITPEX-2023 

1 Piyush Khaitan 

Indian Crash Air Mails (1919-1990) (Championship class) 
Champion of 

Champions 

Underpaid Indian Airmails 
LV + Spl. 

Prize 

Indian Airmails. The first two decades 1911 to 1930 LV 

2 Pradip Jain King George V Issues of India (Championship class) Spl. Prize 

3  Lokeswara Rao 

Buddhism on Stamps (Literature) V 

Please Save Me I Am Orchid V 

Himalayan Birds on Stamps (Literature) S 

Rhododendron on stamps around the world (Literature) B 

4 Mohanachandran Nair 

Postal Markings of Travancore Anchal V 

Understanding Owls LS 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin (Literature) S 

5 Jaagruthi Adka Olympics - Birds Eye View V + Spl. Prize 

6 Joseph Stephen A study of Cochin Anchal postmarks & cancellations LS 

7 Madhavan C 
In Architectural View of Parliament House S 

Digital Philately (One Frame) 60 Marks 

8 Dr. Ramesh Kumar Cochin State Postal History S 

9 Vijayakumar S Water Birds S 

10 Surendra Kotadia 
Booklets of Post-Independence SB 

Indian Miniature Flaws - Indepex 1973 B 

11 Panyam Mallikarjuna 

Praveen Shastry 

Painting & Painters - The world’s Masterpieces 

explored and explained 
B 

12 Rethika S  

(D/o Sreejesh Krishnan) 
My Beloved Bapu S 

Congratulations, dear members 

Association News 
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Penny Black stamps 
The history and value of first adhesive postal stamp: the penny black stamp 
 

      The Penny Black is the moniker of the world’s first adhesive stamp used 
in public postal system. The idea of an adhesive stamp indicates that a 
letter has been paid. The first postage stamp was proposed to reform the 
British postal system by Rowland Hill in 1837. 
 
      On May 1, 1840 the British postal service sold the first Penny Blacks, 
and continued to issue the stamps until 1841. The stamp cost 1 pence and 
was darkly colored, hence the name Penny Black. Nowadays, it is 
considered as one of the rarest British stamps. 
 
      It was widely issued in United Kingdom. All London posts offices 
received the new official stamps but other offices in the country did not. One of the offices like Bath 
offered the stamp unofficially after May 2. 
 
      The inscription “postage” appeared at the top of the stamp and “one penny” at the bottom. The 
word one penny indicates the amount of transmission in which it was affixed on the envelope. The 
background of the stamp consists of finely engrave engine turnings. 
 
      The two upper corners contained two star-like designs and the lower corners contained letters 
designating the position of the stamp it was printed. The sheets were printed by Perkins Bacon. 
The imperforate Penny Black stamp were printed in sheets of 240 with 12 stamps across and 20 stamps 
down and had to be individually cut by hand. As the name suggests, the stamp was printed in black 
ink. 
 
      The Penny Black was used only for a year. It was found out that red cancellation was hard to see 
on a black background and the red ink is easy to remove. It was easier to see a black canceling on a 
Penny Red. Hence, it is not a very rare stamp. 

 
Penny Black successors 
 

      The Penny Red was issued in 21st of January 1841. It was the successor of Penny Black stamp. 
There were 10,000 sheets of Penny red stamp printed and issued to the public a month later. It was 

used as the definitive stamp in United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland until 1879. There were only minor changes on the stamp. 
 
      The color was change from black to red because of the difficulty 
in seeing the red cancellation mark on the Penny Black. Furthermore, 
a black cancellation mark is readily visible on a Penny Red. 
 
      The world's second official adhesive stamp was the Two Penny 
Blue or 2d blue. It was also issued in May 1840 by the United 
Kingdom. It was more or less the same as the Penny Black. It was 
planned that 2d blue stamp will be released together with Penny 
Black. 
 

Knowledge Bank 
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      However, the earliest post mark seen on a Two Penny Blue was on May 8, 1840 which is two days 
after the Penny Black was released. The Two Penny Blue is much rarer and more expensive than the 
Penny Black. 

 
The Legacy of Penny Black 

 

      This small rectangular stamp developed a new system of processing and delivering mails. It 
includes transferring parcels, special delivery, air mail, bulk mail and various other options. Sending 
letters with uniform price made communication possible by all means. 
 
      The combination of uniform prices, new transportation methods, and more efficient postal system 
indicates that postal services were low enough that almost everyone could afford to write a letter. 

 
Penny Black printing plates 

 

      Penny Black stamps were printed from 11 plates. Unfortunately, plate 1 needed a thorough 
investigation for repair due to excessive wear. It was generally considered as two separate plates, 1a 
and 1b. 
 
      Plate 11 was solely intended for the new red stamps but a small number were printed in black. 
These stamps printed with black Plate 11 are very rare. 
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      The stamps were printed in unperforated sheets. And it is cut in scissors for sale. Jacob Perkins 
invented the D cylinder press. It was the original printing press for the first postage stamp. It was 
patented in 1819 and was on display at the British Library in London. 
 

Rare Penny Black postage stamp corner letters 
 

       Each penny black stamp has an inscription at the four 
corners of stamp. These inscriptions determine the 
position of the sheet the stamp had occupied. When the 
printing plates produced were blank, the two lower squares 
are also blank. The letter inscription will be punched by 
hand. 
 
      The left square letter shows which horizontal row the 
stamp was in the first row being A, the second B, and so 
on down to the twentieth row with T. 
 
      The right square letter indicates the vertical column, 
again with A for the first column, B, C, and so on across to 
L for the last twelfth column. It should be noted therefore 
that each letter combination is just as common or as 
scarce as any other. 
 

Penny black postage stamp values 
 

      There were 68,158,080 penny black postage stamps 
issued. There are only 2% survival rate likely about 1.3 
million stamps still existing. The survival rate could also be 
higher, because in 1840's the use of envelops was 
unusual. 
 
      Most letters were folded and sealed with wax. This 
means that whenever the letters are kept - the whole thing 
including the adhesive stamp is kept. But by the times that 
people started to collect stamps, people having these rare 
stamps sold it. 
 
      Penny black stamp values depend on different factors 
like condition, the plate the stamp was printed from, and 
the overall appearance of the stamp. The condition of the 
stamps also matters. The physical condition such as thin, 
tear, crease, or stain will lower the value of the stamp. The 

number, size, and regularity of the margins make a big difference to value. 
 
      The value of old postage stamps varies in condition and rarity of the stamp. Rare postage 
stamps that are in poor condition cost low while rare postage stamp that is in good condition cost high. 
 
      Old postage stamps not perforated were separated by scissors or knife. The stamp is easier to 
separate by straying and cutting into the printed design of the stamp because the distance of each 
stamp is just 1mm. 
 
      Collectors will pay higher prices if the stamps have four good, wide, and even margins. 
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Penny Black stamp rarities 

 

 

      There were 286,700 sheets printed with 68,808,000 stamps. Some of these stamps had survived. 
During this era large envelopes were not normally used. Letters in the form of letter sheets were folded 
and sealed. The stamp and the address are placed on the obverse. The stamp survives if the letter is 
kept. 
 
      The Penny Black is available in the stamp collectors' market. Postage stamp prices vary in many 
factors like condition, plate of stamp, and the number of stamps produced. 
 
      The rarest Penny Black stamps were those printed from plate 2. There were only 16,800 stamps 
which come from 700 sheets only. Over 10 million copies were printed from plate 1a / 1b, yet even a 
medium poor copy of a plate 1 stamp is expensive. Strips of Penny Blacks are scarce and blocks are 
very rare.  Penny black that are printed in plate 11 is one of the rare postage stamps. The color of the 
postage stamp was switched from black to red but the red ink is not yet ready so they used black ink 
as a substitute. Therefore, provisional stamps of Penny black were printed with 700 sheets in a two-
day period.  Plate 11 was intended only for Penny red. Used Penny black stamp in plate 11 cost $685 
as of 2009. 

 
Penny Black stamp forgeries 
 

      Forged Penny black stamp first appeared in 1840. The counterfeits are made from wood 
engravings. An electrotyped forgery was discovered in March 1841. It led to the first prosecution and 
conviction of stamp forgery. 
 
      Rowland Hill’s postal stamp system was adopted by some countries starting with Brazil in 
1843. Stamp collecting exists together with the existence of postage stamps. It even kicked off the 
world's most popular hobby, philately. 
 

 Courtesy: 2 clicks stamps.com 
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CROATIA 
 

2023 Popular Culture - Play Station Heroes 
 

 
 

 
 

Issued on 22.02.2023 
 
 

LITHUANIA 
 

Lithuania Rulers 
 

 
 

Issued on 24.02.2023 
 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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AUSTRIA 
 

KTM Motor Company 
 

   
 

Issued on 15.02.2023 

 
 

 
NETHERLANDS 

 
Experience Nature 

 

 
 

Issued on 13.02.2023 

 
Courtesy: Wopa+ 
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AMRITPEX 2023 

 

  
PRAGATI MAIDAN : 12 February 2023 

Women Power: Conserving National Heritage 
 

PRAGATI MAIDAN : 12 February 2023 
Women Power: Excellence in Sports 

  
PRAGATI MAIDAN : 12 February 2023 
Women Power: Defending Our Nation 

 

PRAGATI MAIDAN : 12 February 2023 
Women Power: Exploring New Horizon 

  
PRAGATI MAIDAN : 13 February 2023 

Divyang: Pride of India 
 

PRAGATI MAIDAN : 14 February 2023 
Birsa Munda 

 

  
PRAGATI MAIDAN : 14 February 2023 

International Year of Millets 
 

PRAGATI MAIDAN : 14 February 2023 
Puppetry: India’s Cultural Heritage 

 

New Special Covers 
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PRAGATI MAIDAN : 14 February 2023 

Govind Guru 
 

PRAGATI MAIDAN : 14 February 2023 
Our Freedom Struggle 

 

  
PRAGATI MAIDAN : 15 February 2023 

India Posts: In Service of the Nation 
 

PRAGATI MAIDAN : 15 February 2023 
Natural Heritage of India 

 

  
PRAGATI MAIDAN : 15 February 2023 

Achievements at 75 Years 
 

PRAGATI MAIDAN : 15 February 2023 
UTI Mutual Fund 

 
 

  

  PATNA : 30 January 2023 
102ND Year of Burning of Foreign Clothes 

TARAMANI : 03 January 2023 
The Institute of Mathematical Science 

 

  
JALORE : 15 February 2023 

Jutties of Bhinmal 
JALORE : 15 February 2023 

Topekhana, Jalore, Rajasthan 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.85/March 2023 40 

  
JALORE : 15 February 2023 

The Fort of Jalore, Jalore, Rajasthan 
 

JALORE : 15 February 2023 
Khes of Leta 

 

  
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM  : 22 February 2023 
St. Thomas Mar Thoma Syrian Church, Pattoor 

 
 

APO : 25 February 2023 
Platinum Jubilee of Defence Security Corps 

 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
 
 
 
 
 

HAND STAMPS AT AMRITPEX 

 

 
 

 

 

Maha Shivaratri PPC on Rajbari Jhargram National Science Day 
 

   
   

 

New Special Cancellations 
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TAIPEI 2023 

 

      Taipei2022 has been postponed and rescheduled to 2023.  The new 
date will be announced shortly.  Mr. Rajan Jayakar has been appointed as 
Indian National Commissioner for the Taipei 2023, 40th FIAP Asian 
International Stamp Exhibition, Taipei. 

Contact information: 
 

Rajan Motiram Jayakar 
Flat No.2, Court View, 
126, Maharshi Karve Road, 
Churchgate, Mumbai 400 020 

 

Email: rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com 
      Phone: +91-22-22820570, +91-22-22820572, 
      (M) +919821072417 

 

IBRA 2023 

      IBRA 2023 and 33st International Stamp Fair will be held at Hall 1 and 2, Messe 
Essen, Germany from 25 to 28 May, 2023. 

      Mr. Madhukar Jhingan has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner for 
the IBRA 2023. 

Contact information: 

 

NZ 2023 

      NZ 2023 is organized by the NZ2020 Stamp Exhibition Inc under the auspices 
of the New Zealand Philatelic Federation Inc and under the patronage of the 
Federation of Inter-Asian Philately (FIAP) from May 4 to 7, 2023 at the Ellerslie 
Event Centre, Auckland, New Zealand. 
 

      NZ 2023 is the first International Stamp exhibition held after 33 years in the 
New Zealand, with participation open in all Classes - FIAP Championship, 
Traditional, Postal History, Postal Stationery, Aerophilately, Astrophilately, 

Thematic, Maximaphily, Revenues, Modern Philately, Open Philately, Picture Postcards, One Frame, 
and Youth. 

The detailed rules of exhibition (IREX) are available at https://nz2023.nz/exhibitors/regulations-irex/  

The Exhibit Application forms are available for download at https://nz2023.nz/exhibitors/forms/  

      The duly filled Forms along with a copy of the first page of the exhibit should be submitted to the 
National Commissioner for India, Madhukar Jhingan by Nov 26, 2022. 

Contact information: 
 

 
 

Email: mj@stampsofindia.com  
(M) +91-9811160965 

Madhukar Jhingan, 
49-D/BG-5 Paschim Vihar 
NEW DELHI-11006 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Madhukar Jhingan 
16 Park Drive, First Floor, 
Malibu Towne, Sector 47, 
Gurugram 122018 

 

Email: mj@stampsofindia.com 
(M) +91-9811160965 

 

mailto:rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com
https://nz2023.nz/exhibitors/regulations-irex/
https://nz2023.nz/exhibitors/forms/
mailto:mj@stampsofindia.com
mailto:mj@stampsofindia.com
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Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
http://timbrophily.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.philcent.com  
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com   
                        

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVI. No.182 (Feb. 2023) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.22 Issue 3/2022 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June & July. 
2022) 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.170 - 171 (Apl - Jul 2022) 
Filacap – online. No.240 (February 2023) 
 

   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to be 
published in this bulletin.  Please send your writeups in MS 
Word only, to our email ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News 
and philatelic activities in your locality are also welcome.  
Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send their brief 
reports on day to day activities. 

  

Editor 
 

 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 
 

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment 

 
For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue 

For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 
 

 

For details contact: 9387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 


	I have immense pleasure in releasing this issue. The much awaited National Exhibition, Amritpex 2023 organised by the Department of Posts in collaboration with Philatelic Congress of India, came to an end on 15 February 2023.  A total of 1400 fr...
	I have great pleasure to inform you that Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin got Silver Award in Amritpex 2023 under Literature Class. I would like to share this award with all our contributors, readers, advertisers and well-wishers who are instrumental ...
	The Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) announced its “PCI Awards 2023” and awarded at the Reception and Award Ceremony held on 11 February 2023 at Civil Services Officers Institute, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi.  This is the first time starting from ...
	After 2021 Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) announced its recognitions for 2023 to the following philatelists, institutional members and distinguished persons from the Department of Posts, who have outstandingly performed for PCI and Indian Ph...
	Philatelic Ratna Awards
	1. Shri. Madhukar Deogawanka
	2. Shri. Rajesh Kumar Bagri
	Shri. Madhukar Deogawanka and Shri. Rajesh Kumar Bagri receive Philatelic Ratna Awards
	from senior most philatelist Ashok Kumar Bayanwala
	Fellowships
	1. Shri. Kapil Gogri
	2. Shri. B. K. Sinha
	3. Shri. Rajesh Paharia
	4. Dr. Satish Kumar Sondhi
	Appreciation
	(Institutional Members)
	1. Ananthapuri Philatelic Association
	2. The Hyderabad Philatelic & Hobbies Society
	(Members)
	1. Shri. Mahaveer P. Kundur
	2. Shri. Sanjay Kumar Jain
	3. Shri. Parvesh Gupta
	4. Shri. Prashant Shet
	5. Shri. Ajit Chordia
	6. Shri. Ravi Sevak
	7. Shri. Raunak Dutta
	8. Shri. Vikas Singh
	9. Shri. Anup Kumar Raut
	10. Shri. Gunavant Shah
	Recognition (Department of Posts Personals)
	On this occasion veteran philatelist and former Law Secretary of India, Shri. K D Sing released a book  “Postal Stationery of India Cut Outs Used as Adhesives” by Madhukar and Savitha Jhingan.
	After the dinner, the function concluded at 10.30 pm.
	Ananthapuri Philatelic Association Secretary Shri. P. Mohanachandran Nair
	receives Appreciation Certificate from past president of PCI Shri. Sahadeva Sahoo
	Appreciation
	ROLL OF DISTINGUISHED PHILATELIST
	Pradip Jain has formally achieved what he has been for a long time, a Distinguished Philatelist.  The Association of British Philatelic Societies has invited Pradip Jain and four others to sign the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists during IBRA ...
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