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Dear Friends, 
 
      I have immense pleasure to release the 87th issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin.  As the new 
financial year has started, I assume that all societies and clubs are busy with settling their previous 
years accounts, reports and convening their Annual General Body Meetings.  
 
       I am a member of most of the philatelic societies in Southern India.  Many of them are conducting 
their monthly meetings regularly and I used to attend them out of my city frequently.  I found that 
recently the attendance of members in philatelic societies is decreasing (especially after Covid). I think 
about the reasons.  In my opinion, many of these societies are convening monthly meetings only to do 
spot auctions for generating money.  No other philatelic activities are being conducted. Senior 
philatelists became old and so they became inactive.  New younger members are not entering the 
hobby.  New modes of communication systems keep them away from this hobby.  Another important 
factor is that most of the new collectors are using this hobby for investment.  Their main aim is to make 
profit out of it.  One of the main reasons is that some societies are also dealing in Numismatics, 
Notaphily, antiques etc. along with philately.  So they cannot concentrate philately, alone.  The growth 
of social media also caused the importance of philatelic societies.  Online exchange/purchase and 
auctions made the availability of philatelic materials more easily.  Virtual philatelic exhibitions are now 
popular.  But it is sure that it will not return the real satisfaction of the hobby. 
 
      So I request all stamp lovers to make this hobby more active by doing more activities in your local 
societies and to participate regularly in their meetings.  Also, try to promote philately among children.  
Otherwise I am sure that philately will die in the near future. 
 

      Nothing more this time.  Happy collecting. 
  

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 
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GOLDEN JUBILEE OF LUDHIANA PHILATELIC CLUB 
 
      Ludhiana Philatelic Club, one of the oldest philatelic clubs in the country celebrated it 50th 
Anniversary on 8 & 9 April 2023, at Ludhiana Club, Rakh Bagh, Ludhiana.  On the inaugural function 
Prof. (Dr.) S K Sondhi, Chairman of the club presided over the function.  The chief guests on the 
occasion were Smt. Surbhi Malik, IAS, Dy. Commissioner, Ludhiana and Shri. S. Onkar Singh Pahwa, 
CMD, Avon Cycles, Ludhiana.  Dr. Amanpreet Singh, iPoS, Sr. Supdt of Post Offices, Ludhiana City 
Division, Mr. Vikas Sharma, Supdt. of Post Offices, Ludhiana City Division, Mr. Sandeep Kumar Shorie, 
Supdt. Sorting, Ludhiana RMS and Mr. Sanjeev Kumar, Sr, Post Master, HO, Ludhiana felicitated on 
the occasion. 
 
      In connection with the celebration a Stamp & Coin Fair was organised at the same venue on 8th & 
9th April 2023.  Philatelic Seminars, Stamp Design Competition etc were conducted.  Dealers from 
different parts of the state attended the function. 
 

       
 
 
GENERAL BODY MEETING OF RELIGIOUS STAM EXCHANGE CLUB, ERNAKULAM 
 
      The 53rd Annual General Body Meeting of the Religious Stamp Exchange Club, Ernakulam held at 
Hotel K. K International, Ernakulam on 16 April, 2023 at 9.30 am.  The meeting was presided over by 
Adv. Mani Vithayathil, President of the club.  Secretary Shri. V C Antony presented the previous GB 
Meeting minutes and the Annual Report for 2022-23.  Treasurer Shri, Thomas Paul presented the 
accounts.  After discussions the Report and Accounts were confirmed by the members.  Next winners 
of Amritpex2023 were felicitated by the club.  As per the long demand from the members, the General 
Body decided to change the club’s name as “The Kerala Philatelic Society”.  Joint Secretary Shri. K H 
Nishad made a welcome speech and Shri. George Sebastian gave a vote of thanks. 
 

   
 
      After lunch, a spot auction on philatelic materials was conducted at the venue.  Forty eight members 
participated in the General Body and all members were gifted with an umbrella by the Club. 

News in Brief 
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NEW E-BOOK PUBLISHED 
 
      Woodpeckers are a fascinating group of birds that have captured the imagination of 

stamp collectors around the world. These birds are known for their distinctive and striking 
appearance, as well as their unique behaviour of pecking trees in search of food or building 
nests. Over the years, woodpeckers have been featured on many postage stamps, 
showcasing their beauty and importance in our natural world. 
 
      Capt. Vijay Wadha compiled such stamps of woodpecker issued by various countries in 
an e-book and published on 14 April 2023.  The complete details of woodpecker’s common 
name, scientific name and list of various species with stamp images will help the philatelists 
and bird lovers a lot.  
 
      The book is available on Amazon.com.  
 

 
 
 

STAMP DISPLAY ON EARTH DAY IN DARJEELING 
 
      The All India Women’s Conference, Darjeeling branch organized a program to celebrate the Earth 
Day on the 22nd of April 2023 at the Darjeeling AIWC Hall. A special and different feature of the 
program this year was the display of a stamp exhibition on the environment. 
 
      A philatelic exhibit belonging to Vivek Yonzone, a local stamp collector and a national philately 
awardee was put on display. “The exhibit was prepared to bring awareness about the environment to 
the people, mostly students through stamps” said Vivek.  
 

 

 
      The exhibit contained stamps and other postal materials on the different environmental details like 
the ecosystems, ecological balance and environmental issues ranging from Global Warming, Climate 
Change and Loss of Biodiversity to Ozone Layer Depletion. It also contained stamps on solutions to 
the various problems like soil conservation, water conservation, anti-pollution, tree plantation 
campaigns and more.  
 
      The exhibit was enjoyed by the students from various schools and members of some organizations 
attending the program. There was a drawing on a postcard competition organized for the students on 
the theme of the Earth Day – Invest on Earth. 
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
 

Perot Provisional - Bermuda Stamp 
 

 

 

BERMUDA’S FIRST STAMPS 

      Bermuda’s first postage stamps were produced locally in 1848 by Hamilton postmaster William B. 
Perot, consisting of the words “HAMILTON BERMUDA” in a circle, with the year and Perot’s signature 
in the middle. 

      Known as the Perot provisionals and only eleven are still known to exist and The Queen has three 
of them. 

      They are among the great rarities of philately selling for up to £150,000! 

      A crown-in-circle design used at St. George’s in 1860, also rare, is attributed to postmaster James 
H. Thies. 

 
 

Stamp of the month 
 

https://philatelyinformation.blogspot.com/2022/10/perot-provisional-bermuda-stamp.html
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The story… 
 
      Bermuda’s first stamp, in 1848, was a provisional issued because the postmaster was being 
cheated by letter-writers. 
 
      The first stamps which were first issued in Great Britain in 1840, had not yet appeared in Bermuda 
when the Hamilton postmaster, William B. Perot, set a fee of 1 penny per ounce for letters both local 
and abroad. Perot also delivered the mail. 
 
      Perot’s Post Office was located in his home. Contemporary accounts depict Perot spending a lot 
of his time working in his garden, treating interruptions from postal customers as an annoyance. Due 
to the fact that stamps for prepayment of postage were not available, Perot placed a box at the door of 
his house for deposit of letters and the 1 penny fee. 
 
      Perot regularly noticed that the postal box contained more letters than coins, but he was unable to 
determine which customers were not paying. The story goes that he mentioned his plight to a 
neighbour, an American who told him about the postmasters’ provisionals that Virginia postmasters 
issued in the absence of government-authorised postage stamps. 
 
      Perot decided to issue his own by striking his circular hand stamp on a sheet of bluish paper; the 
resulting black inscription read ‘Hamilton’ across the top and ‘Bermuda’ across the bottom. In the 
centre, he removed two plugs used to denote the day and month and substituted “One penny” and his 
name ‘W.B. Perot’; he left the year plug intact. 
 
Article Reference : http://www.bermudastamps.co.uk/1848/03/01/perot-provisional/ 
 
 
 

 

I S JAIN, JAIPUR 
 

We deal in India used stamps 
 

• Used commemorative 
 

Year Packs 

Themes also available 

100, 200, 500 different packets 

Individual stamps on demand 

•  Definitive series sets 

 

• Service Stamps 

 

• Meghdoot postcards 100 

different 
 

    Contact: 
I S JAIN 

463, Nemi Sagar Colony, Vashali, Jaipur-302 021 
 

Mobile: 9413975383 

WhatsApp: 9079830753 
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Dr Upender Vennam, Chief Vigilance Officer, BDL, Hyderabad 
 

      Unlike other exhibiting forms, Thematic Philately demands special care and treatment. It is easy to 
build up thematic exhibit but difficult to make it to ‘large vermeil’ and above medal levels at the national 
level.  Though the judging is influenced by the variety of factors including the subjectivity of the judges, 
there is lot of scope for improving the exhibit on continuous basis.  Though the medal level is influenced 
by variety of factors, the first look of the Title Page by Jury determines the medal level at sub-conscious 
level. If the Title Page is promising and interesting, the Jury would spend few more minutes in assessing 
the depth of the exhibit. Therefore, building up a better Title Page is very important. The objective of 
this paper is to emphasize certain essential aspects to enhance the ‘look and feel’ of the Thematic 
Exhibit. 
 
For Thematic Exhibit, following is the categorization of marks: 
 

a. Treatment   35  

 Title & Plan                                         15 

 Development                                    15 

 Innovation                                          5 

b. Knowledge, Personal Study and resources           35  

 Thematic                                                                                                                                                                 15 

 Philatelic                                                                                                                                                    15 

c. Condition & Rarity                                                  30  

 Condition         10 

 Rarity       20 

d. Presentation          5 

                                        Total  100 

Criteria for evolution of Thematic Exhibit is as below:- 

➢ Consistency between the Plan and the Title 

➢ Presence of the Plan page 

➢ Adequacy of the Plan page 

➢ Correct, logical and balanced structure (divisions and sub-divisions) 

➢ Coverage of all major aspects necessary to develop the theme. 

Development will be evaluated considering the:- 

➢ Correct assembly and positioning of items in confirmative with the Plan 

➢ Connection between the items and the thematic text 

➢ Depth, shown through connections, cross references, ramifications, causes and effects 

➢ Balance, by giving to each thematic point the importance corresponding to its significant theme 

➢ Elaboration of all aspects of the Plan   

      The Title with any Sub-Title defines the scope of the exhibit.  The Plan defines the structure of the 
exhibit and its sub-divisions and covers all major aspects relevant to the Title.  It should be entirely 

Improving “Look and Feel of a Thematic Exhibit” 
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structured according to thematic criteria.  The order of the main chapters and their sub-divisions should 
demonstrate the development of the Plan rather than list its main aspects. 
 

Development 

      Development means the elaboration of the theme in depth, aiming to achieve an arrangement of 
all the materials fully compliant with the Plan.  The elaboration utilizes only thematic information, 
postally authorized and available from:- 
 
➢ The purpose of issue or use of the item 

➢ The primary and secondary elements of the design of the item 

➢ Other postal characteristics 

Such elaboration requires|:- 

➢ A thorough knowledge of the chosen theme 

➢ A high degree of philatelic knowledge 

➢ A thematic text, to ensure the necessary thematic links and provide thematic details, whenever 

needed. 

 

Innovation 

Innovation is shown by:- 

➢ Introduction of new themes, or new aspects of an established or known theme, or 

➢ New approach for known themes, or 

➢ New application of material 

➢ Innovation may refer to all components of treatment 

 

The Plan Page 

      The Title represents the synthesis of the work.  Therefore the Title and contents of the pages have 
to match and the sequence of the philatelic items mounted on the pages should give the full details of 
the story stated in the Title.  Boosting Titles make the exhibit more attractive which can be misleading, 
if they deviate from the concept developed in the pages.  The different chapters should have a good 
balance, according to their relative thematic weight within the scope of the theme as defined by the 
Title, rather than by the quantity of material available. 
 
      An adequate Plan page will ensure that the public and jury do not have to “reconstruct” the Plan by 
browsing through the pages of the exhibit.  This will obviously influences evaluation of the exhibit.  The 
depth of Plan may be limited to two or three digits of depth.  The Title defines the overall concept, which 
then is structured through the Plan. Inconsistencies between the Titles and the Plan indicate either an 
inadequate breakdown of the Title or an inappropriate synthesis of its structure in the selected Title. 
 
      The Plan page that provides an insight into the theme has to be shown at the beginning of the 
exhibit.  The Plan should be accurate, scientifically reliable and sound. The sequence of the main 
chapters and their sub-divisions must follow a rational order, without superfluous or misplaced 
chapters.  The same improvement should be given to the different sections and in accordance with the 
thematic significance. 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.87/May 2023 13 

      The correct assembly and the position of the items increasing the individual ones on each page 
are demonstrated by the well understood, correct and fluent thread of development.  The misplaced 
items make development confused and difficult to understand as the thematic exhibit demands “the 
story line”. 
 
      This is achieved through fine balance of philatelic and thematic aspects.  The thematic exhibit 
draws materials from postal history, postal stationery, traditional philately etc. The Jury expects a 
continuous thread-like story line from the title page to the final page.  There should not be any 
jump/discontinuity in the story line.  It is the ingenuity of the exhibitor that is instrumental in building up 
a great thematic exhibit.  Each philatelic element in the exhibit needs to advance the story line.  The 
exhibit philatelic items should speak for themselves rather than the text underneath them.  Headings 
(Titles and sub-titles) matching the Plan should present the development of story line along the pages 
without unnecessary repetitions.  The story of each page of the exhibit in the form of ‘summary’ to be 
placed on the right top corner of the exhibit pages as the time spent in looking the exhibit by the Jury 
members is very limited.  This summary of the page story will help understand the story episodes as 
the Jury quickly look at the exhibit. The Title, Plan, Development including Innovation are components 
of the main criteria named treatment which has a weightage of 35 marks. 
 
      It is to be understood that the Jury is evaluating, how well you show, what you tell them, that you 
are showing. In other words, given the subject and scope that you define on your title page, the Jury 
will evaluate how well you tell that philatelic story.  
 
      How challenging is the subject? Have you limited the scope to exclude the material that is most 
difficult to acquire? Is the presentation “Complete” for the given subject and scope? Is the story told in 
a logical and easy to understand format? Is the condition of the materials as good as can be expected 
for this subject? Is the display aesthetically appealing? These are some of the questions the exhibitor 
needs to ask himself/herself. 
 
      It is the exhibitor’s responsibility to guide the Jury, for proper appreciation of the exhibit being 
shown.  In order to ensure this, the exhibitor need to comply with all the criteria laid down as per the 
regulations on a subject.  There is a responsibility on the Jury also to evaluate the exhibit by looking 
into the exhibit patiently with open mind and by giving due weightage to the efforts made, rather than 
penalizing heavily on some perceived short comings. 
 
      The Title should be drafted and chosen carefully after writing possible titles for the chosen theme. 
The Title and Plan page should be worked out at the end i.e., after completion of the other exhibit 
pages.  Many a time it so happens that the initially chosen theme would branch out into too many 
areas, complicating and confusing the scope of the exhibit. Therefore, the Title should be specific and 
represent accurately the whole exhibit. 
 
      Most of the exhibit titles are sketchy and do not reflect the theme being shown.  The Title should 
give an idea of the exhibit in simple language.  The required boundaries to be set at this stage so that 
the Jury will understand the limitations of the exhibit in terms of what is included in the exhibit and 
equally important is that what is excluded.  The exclusion of certain things spelt out in the scope should 
not make the Jury disappointed that the exhibitor conveniently chosen the easier subject and avoided 
certain challenging aspects of a subject.  An outline of exhibit organization is required to show as a 
road map in the form of layout of the presentation. This needs to be summarized as chapters and sub-
chapters in the Plan. The layout should be described in barest minimum detail in one or two depths of 
digits.  If any special efforts are made in doing thematic/philatelic studies, the same to be outlined in 
brief in the Introduction. 
 
      The challenge factor in acquiring certain ‘difficult to get’ items, placed at so and so exhibit page, 
may also be indicated.  If any great item (killer item) is available, the same can be mentioned on the 
Title page.  I the beginning, one need to begin with a rough draft of the Title page that need to be 
developed many times as the exhibit construction progresses. As building up the exhibit progresses, 
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the Scope, Plan and the Title may undergo change.  One needs to start preparing exhibit after acquiring 
the most of the material covering the subject across different time periods and geographies. The Jury 
might frown upon looking at the modern material of Indian origin.  They eagerly look for surprise 
material, if any. 
 
      Such surprising (spice) material to be positioned in the first frame, may be in the middle of the 
exhibit i.e., second and third row, as the time spent by Jury per exhibit is very limited.  The exhibitor 
effort is to guide the jury to appreciate his effort, which will ultimately enhance the score. 
 
      On all exhibit pages, the items are to be arranged intelligently, without compromising the story line.  
Juror may spend two minutes or so for the first frame of the exhibit, and about another two minutes will 
be spent for the rest of the frames. Due care to be taken showcasing the items on the last frame. The 
Juror may most of the times will look at his/her eye level at the items shown on the exhibit frame. 
Therefore, top three rows should be given more attention while arranging items.  Unless these sub-
conscious level thoughts of Jury are properly assessed and kept in mind at the time of preparing the 
exhibit, the overall appreciation of the exhibit by the Jury may not be optimal when exhibited. The 
scholarly rendition of the subject in so many thematic details will fetch only negative marks. The text 
beneath each item should be crisp and telegraphic.  What is not shown, not to be described and what 
is not described not to be shown.  In other words, the exhibitor needs to confine to the item displayed.  
Further, exhibitor should avoid mentioning the details of the item shown which can be seen easily.  One 
need to mention what is not obvious on the exhibit page of the item shown.  In thematic exhibit, too 
many technicalities of a traditional philatelic exhibit details and a postal history exhibit details need not 
be given.  The text should be readable and same type face should be used throughout the exhibit. 
Distinction need to be made for giving philatelic details in contrast to thematic details in terms of font 
size, and manner in which it is shown.  The page title should be of a bigger size. If any important details 
are to be presented to the Jury, the same can be achieved by using capital letters/bold type etc. Jury 
attention can be drawn to surprise material with e-matting etc. The exhibitor need to take care that 
such mat portion is not more than 2mm.   
 
      The fundamental principle of exhibiting is that the focus of Jury should be only on the item shown, 
but not on the other aspects like text, color, etc. The other aspects should help improve, look and feel 
of the page.  When items are arranged on a page, when juror looks at them from 2 to 3 feet, they 
should present aesthetic balance.  The item should not be placed in a cluttered manner or by leaving 
unnecessary white space among them.  Whenever Jury perceives more ‘white space’, he/she assumes 
that the exhibitor does not have adequate material/skill. 
 
      The endeavour of the exhibitor is to ensure that philatelic materials so displayed to speak for 
themselves rather than creating blocks of texts.  The Jury discourages lengthy texts on the exhibit 
page.  It requires years of efforts on the part of exhibitor to build up the exhibit page which is worth 
awarding higher medal.  The exhibitor should be clear in his mind that his exhibit page is targeted to 
the Jury because he is participating in a competitive exhibition. The public would like to see ‘more text’ 
as they intend to compare philatelic exhibit with a story book. This distinction should be clearly 
understood by the exhibitor.  The Jury will easily notice the ‘extra’ text filled, in order to cover up the 
white space.  The second distinction is that the Jury would like to see the philatelic knowledge of the 
exhibit and the normal public are not interested to read the philatelic details.   
 
      Therefore, on every page, effort is to be made to demonstrate the philatelic knowledge in 
appropriate measure as thematic exhibit objective is to unveil the story.  The exhibitor is really required 
to balance the proportion of thematic text vis-à-vis philatelic description.  The strict grammar rules need 
not be followed in writing the text.  The practical test to know whether the exhibit story is complete in 
itself without any discontinuity or confusion is that to copy the whole text available on exhibit page on 
a single word document.  If anyone, on reading that text from beginning to end, if he is able to 
understand the story, then the exhibitor is successful in creating a better thematic exhibit. A well-
designed title page summarizes the story of the exhibit in a concise way. A good exhibit will have a 
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powerful beginning, engaging middle portion and a logical ending.  The title page may contain an item 
appropriate to the main story.   
 
      Though the element innovation has five points, it will have greater importance in impacting the 
score.  Innovation can be shown by:- 
 
➢ New theme 

➢ New overall concept 

➢ New development of chapter or sub-chapter 

➢ New development of pages or parts of pages 

➢ New thematic application of material 

      Innovation starts from the title itself. If the chosen title is very broad or very narrow in its scope, it 
upsets the understanding of the exhibit and scores low. The Jury will form first impression after reading 
the title name.  The purpose and scope of the exhibit and the introductory text will enable further the 
Jury to correlate contents with declared title.  The division of the story as a ‘plan’ will further help 
understand the story well.  The plan need to be a well laid out road that explains the title abundantly.  
A thematic exhibit develops and uses all kind of philatelic material in its postal aspects.  An appropriate 
postal and philatelic material is that which, for the purpose of transmitting mail or other postal 
communication, has been issued, intended for issue, or produced in the preparation for issue, used, or 
treated as valid for postage by governmental, local or private postal agencies, or by other duly 
commissioned or empowered authorities. The Jury would like to test these principles by looking in to 
the thematic exhibit. 
 
      If any non-philatelic item failing to meet the criteria set out would invite low score as marks will be 
deducted for such deviations.  The effort of exhibitor is to cover variety of philatelic elements on every 
page and evenly spread out across the exhibit.  The Jury expects that the advanced exhibits would 
cover more than 16 philatelic elements per frame.  Further, on each page also at least 4-5 different 
philatelic elements are to be positioned.  The effort of the exhibitor is to limit the use of stamps, say by 
not more than 40%. Rest of exhibit should use more items of cancellations, postal stationery and 
commercially used covers. Here and there, usage of meter franked material that commercially used, 
archival material, like adopted designs, errors freaks and oddities will help improve the score.  The Jury 
would like to see whether any border-line material is used.  The effort is to not to use such material.  
Usage of maxim cards, picture post cards, photographs to be avoided. Certain French origin deluxe 
proofs are also not liked by Jury. 
 
     The exhibitor should show the stamp and the cancellation on it.  The illustrations on the cover, 
sender information and addresses are not to be shown.  Windowing is an effective technique to show 
stamp and cancellation. This will conserve the space.   Jury would like to see material which is difficult 
to acquire like accepted drawings and essays, die proofs for controlling engraving process.  Not much 
importance is given to preliminary drawings of accepted designs. 
 
      The Jury would like to see the old period material evenly spread out on the exhibit. The modern 
materials should be in best condition. The effort of exhibitor is to pick-up such commercially used covers 
on which only ‘related stamps’ are properly cancelled.  In other words, a cover containing one or two 
related stamps and too many unrelated stamps is to be avoided.  
  
      The most difficult challenge is to convince the Jury on the “rarity” which has twenty points.  This is 
where most of the thematic exhibits fail to secure even 10 marks.  If there a possibility, one should try 
to acquire world status rarity, accepted drawings, stage proofs so that the thematic exhibit gets good 
marks.  If such rarities are not found in the thematic exhibit, it may not win medal beyond vermeil at 
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national level. The takeaway is to make serious efforts to position relevant difficult to get materials in 
the exhibit. 
 
      Therefore, while choosing the topic, the exhibitor needs to keep the end objective in mind. The end 
objective could be to secure large vermeil /gold at the national level.  Going by the trend, it becomes 
difficult to foresee a situation wherein thematic exhibit in India getting gold medal at the national level.  
The main issue is comparison of thematic exhibit with postal history or tradition exhibit at the 
subconscious level.   
 
      Never ever a thematic exhibit will beat postal history or thematic exhibit in the rarity score.  
Therefore, the score, most of the times stop at vermeil level. There should be a policy resolution by the 
Department of Posts prescribing quota of medals right up to gold for each class of philately. In other 
words, there should be an explicit provision to evaluate and award gold within that class for the best 
shown exhibit.  At present, though thematic exhibits are huge in number in competition, even at the 
national exhibition, highest medals are not given for thematic segment.  This is because of the thought 
process that thematic exhibit is inferior to postal history or traditional philately as the effort level and 
the money value of the thematic exhibit is less compare to them. This should change and only then 
Indian Thematic Philately reaches the FIP level exhibitions. 
 
      The exhibitor needs to find ways and means to position such material which has thematic 
connections on closer examination. In other words, such material, when seen in isolation, may not fit 
into the story line.  But maybe, due to the design error or in other aspect, that may have thematic 
connection which needs to be explored and exploited by the exhibitor.  These surprise connections will 
make the material thematically qualified. The Jury needs to be guided towards such surprise displays.  
 
      The exhibit must have been improved over a period of time. Probably such mention may be made 
on the title page on what new materials were added. 
 
      A latest generation thematic exhibits are also expected to throw up a new thematic/philatelic finding. 
The knowledge, personal study and research have 30 marks, wherein thematic weightage is 15 marks 
and philatelic component has also 15 marks. 
 
      Knowledge is the degree of knowledge of the exhibitor as expressed by the items chosen for 
display.  Research is a presentation of new facts relating to the chosen subjects.  To achieve high 
medals, competitive exhibiting requires that exhibitor to demonstrate a high level of achievement in 
personal study and when possible in presenting original research.  Implicit knowledge is demonstrated 
by the correct selection of items to illustrate the exhibit subject. Explicit knowledge is demonstrated 
through the write-up of the items in the exhibit. High achievement requires that the exhibitor 
demonstrate both types of knowledge. Philatelic knowledge can be shown in terms of displaying 
printing flaws and variations and other intricate philatelic aspects.  When postal stationary is shown, it 
should be shown fully. When commercially used cover is shown, the stamp and cancellation can only 
be shown, if the size of the envelope is large. Old post marks can be extracted and shown when 
required. 
 
      When variety of postal stationary is to be shown, they can be neatly and cleverly overlapped. 
Overlapping is not allowed in other cases.  Advertised postal stationery from the thematic point can be 
shown.  Illustrated telegrams, preferably postally used can be shown. Some unusual material like air 
graphs, varieties of stamps can also be shown.  Among proofs, sepia printer’s proof is given high 
importance.  Private decorations marks are not to be shown.  
 
      There is nothing wrong in showing the auxiliary markings applied by post office.  These include 
redirection remarks like return to sender, not found, not claimed, absent, too late etc. Water marks, 
perfins, over prints will add value to the exhibit.  Each philatelic element used must fit into the 
development of the theme as advance the story line.  The use of blocks or other multiples of modern 
material should be avoided.  The thematic information brought by each stamp/element must be put in 
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the right sequence in order to build a correct thematic story line.  Large sized items may be avoided. 
The Jury will object multiple uses of some items at different places. Some ancillary post marks or labels 
of the post office are also acceptable when they are connected to the story line. 
 
      Meter post marks with cover are preferable for display. The meter marks with zero (0) 
denominations are not to be used.  The autographs on covers are non-philatelic in nature.  Therefore, 
these have no significance. The proofs should appear before stamps and stamps before covers.  The 
thematic text should be on the top with different font size and the philatelic material below that which 
can be distinguished from the thematic text. 
 
      The following items and the information made available by them should not be used for thematic 
development: 
 
➢ Fantasy issues from non-existent postal territories 

➢ Issues of exile governments 

➢ Issues of organization without postal services 

➢  Abusive, illegal and undesirable issues as defined by the UPU and the FIP philatelic congress 

of 1976 

      As per the regulations, the material displayed should be fully consistent with subject chosen. The 
selection should show appreciation of the exhibitor as to what is available in the context of his chosen 
subject.  It should also include the fullest range on relevant philatelic material of the highest available 
quantity when all of them are fulfilled.  A score equal to 80% of the maximum is assigned. When any 
of them is not fulfilled, mistakes occur and the 80% score is reduced accordingly.  Therefore, in order 
to score more beyond 80% score, there should be additional achievements on the part of the exhibitor 
in advancing the exhibit to newer heights. 
 
In assessing ‘treatment’ the Jury may look for: 
 
➢ A logic development that is easy to follow 

➢ A clear and concise write up 

➢ A balanced exhibit for the theme chosen 

➢ The degree to which the plan tells a story 

 

They also check: 

➢ whether the exhibit reflects the theme implied by the title  

➢ whether the exhibit is developed in accordance with the plan 

➢  whether it has new aspects and new approaches for known themes 

      The chapters should be by and large with equal weight in terms of pages earmarked. Presence of 
philatelic material, which has not been researched for that theme, or where there has been very little 
research deserves appreciation by Jury.  When it comes to the rarity, the Jury will primarily be looking 
for: 
 

➢ Rarities of general significance in philatelic, if available for the theme 

➢ Rarities of specific significance for the chosen theme known to exit 

➢ How easy it is to duplicate the exhibit 
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      The Juror will also be looking for the scarce and the uncommon items, particularly from traditional 
philatelic, postal history and postal stationery classes.  Cancellation should be as clear as possible with 
all essential wording complete and allow the stamp design where thematically relevant to be clearly 
visible. 
 
      The Synopsis is prepared generally as a one to four page document to help Jury understand the 
exhibit in advance.  A crafted synopsis can help, improve medal levels significantly in its simplest form.   
 
      The synopsis is a perfect venue to explain various aspects of the exhibit, such as why certain 
material is absent.  If condition is a factor, explain why the material is not in pristine mention. Similarly, 
the recent additions and new discoveries. As Jury gets acquainted with a display, they may grow 
complacent towards it.  Let them know that this is not a “same old” exhibition, but a vibrant, expanding 
work-in-progress.   
 
      Synopsis need to be revised for every exhibition adding the exhibition name and the date as a 
footer. It is a good idea to describe any personal research that you have done.  This is the place to let 
Jury know of any discoveries that you made, and contributions that you have made to the wealth of 
philatelic knowledge regarding the material. Such efforts are greatly appreciated by Jury and are 
appropriately rewarded when ribbons are posted.  Also provide the Jury with a list of references. If you 
are referring a chapter of   book, provide the page numbers. Don’t just list the title of periodical, but 
provide the specific article, title, volume, issue date and page numbers. 
 
      The exhibit is just an expanded version of the title page. The title page briefly explains why you 
choose the limits of the exhibit and tell the Jury what makes collecting difficult to get the material, so 
challenging.  Were the stamps issued in small quantity? Were that only briefly valid for postal use?  Are 
varieties scarce because of the very high quality of the print? Once you have told them how tough the 
material is to acquire, then tell them about the gems that you have obtained and that you are presenting 
in the exhibit.  Be frank in using the words like ‘rare’ and ‘scarce’.   
 
      Exhibiting has evolved over a period of time from displays of rare items to philatelic studies, with 
well-developed stories that progress from beginning to main body to conclusion.  The scope of exhibits 
has become more and more narrow and depth of study has greatly increased.  As stated, the title page 
is a most important page. It is to reiterate that title page will have an unambiguous title, clear purpose 
and scope statement as first words. After the title, an outline or plan of the exhibit describes in 
paragraph form or list form the sequence of progression of the story. An appropriate item on the title 
page adds visual interest.   
 
Certain key points to be noted are as below: 
 
      In thematic philately, diversity of philatelic elements is one of the most important factors. It implies 
that to use different type of authentic philatelic materials as many as possible. These need to be shown 
on each page and spread evenly across the exhibit.  In order to analyze the extent of usage of different 
philatelic elements, it would be good idea to note down the philatelic elements in the Excel sheet item-
wise available on each page for the entire exhibit.  From that, one need to make a diversity analysis of 
philatelic elements used. Pie charts, bar diagrams etc. can be built up from the data. As exhibit keeps 
changing, one can keep track of proportion of different philatelic elements used over a period of time.  
Similarly, rarity analysis can also be done keeping the price of each item as a variable.  From that 
analysis, the exhibitor will know- what are the strong and weak pages in terms of usage of philatelic 
elements and rare items.  The effort is to balance the whole exhibit and also each page.  The items 
which have more thematic and philatelic importance are to be positioned on the top of the exhibit page.  
Ordinary material, due to its special features like overprint, perfin, or error might become a surprise 
element, lifting the exhibit value. 
 
 Professor Damian Lage describes three main types of philatelic studies: 
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Type 1:- Several pages of an exhibit elaborate a thematic important aspects by the detailed study of 
the philatelic important varieties. 
 
Type 2:- One page concentrated on a detailed study of the important varieties for an identical thematic 
detail. 
 
Type 3:- Two or more items of identical thematic details are shown to underline personal knowledge or 
philatelic importance of the items. 
 
      The main items that will be used in philatelic studies are proofs and essays.  The importance ranges 
from world status →  high importance → moderate importance → lesser importance → no importance.  
 It is essential to choose an item for philatelic study that is for thematic importance, so that the study 
strengthens the thematic development of the exhibit.   
 
      The exhibitor needs to know certain definitions of philatelic items so that an ideal mix of these will 
boost the exhibit medal level. 
 
       Specimen stamp: It is a copy of newly printed stamp issued that was not used for postal purposes.  
It was over printed or perforated with the word “specimen”.  
 
      Plate proof: In the past, an artist used to design the stamp, an engraver then engraved that design 
to a “die” which is a small metal square. Then, once the printer approves the die, he duplicates it 
multiple times on to a metal plate.  Then from that metal plate, the printer prints a sheet of stamps. The 
trial printing from a master metal plate are called plate proofs. Therefore, plate means a trial printing of 
a full sheet of stamps made from a completed printing master plate.  
 
      Artist’s Proof: Artist’s proofs of engraved stamps form part of the artistic tradition of fine art 
engravings. The proofs are printed by the official government printer on thick art paper directly from 
the die prepared by the engraver. This die is later used to make the printing plate or cylinder used to 
print the issued stamps. Initially during 1960’s, the French government printer used to print 18 to 28 
proofs.  The quantity was reduced to 8 in 1999. Prior to 1960’s, artist’s proofs were printed by the 
engravers and no restriction was placed on the number printed. From 1961-86, proofs were usually 
printed in 6 different colours. From 1986-98, the number of colours was further reduced to 5. In 1999, 
the number of colours was further reduced to 3. Artist’s proofs printed from 1960 onward have an 
embossed seal in the lower left corner.  The stamps engraver usually signs an artist’s proof with pencil 
inside, or just below, the lower right hand corner of the die impression. 
 
      Trial Colour Proofs: Trial colour proof sheets are plate proofs printed from 1950’s to 1984 to show 
a stamp in different combination of ink colours. They were used to help decide the best colour for the 
issued stamp. 
 
      Thematic exhibit is a fusion of “Image and text”. It is a condensed art of various elements such as 
research ability, story construction, logic, conciseness and coherent layout.  Experience suggests that 
for advanced collectors having reached a saturation point in philatelic criteria, only room left for further 
improvement will be rarity.  Therefore, acquiring the world class rarities is unavoidable. Thematic 
exhibiting is continuously changing with the items.  The international Jury consistently is suggesting 
the exhibitor to bring in innovation. The current high level exhibiting is termed as “4 th Generation” by 
Mr. Jonas Hall Strom. In the days to come, more and more new trends might come.  
 
      Therefore, the thematic exhibitor should always keep his mind open in order to constantly update 
the exhibit.  He should be prepared to accept constructive criticism from the Jury members. 
 
      Though the presentation component carries only 5% of the points awarded in competing exhibiting, 
the ability to include relevant material and to present it in a clear and understandable manner is the 
essence of exhibiting. 
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High quality exhibition necessitates the following: 
 

➢ High level of difficulty achieved  

➢ Well-executed 

➢ Ideal presentation-organization, heading, sequence 

➢ Full knowledge demonstrated  

➢ The exhibit is complete and the material is difficult to acquire and in excellent condition. 

      As each philatelic item, communicates a thought, and as the entire page communicates a concept, 
the pages must follow one another in a logical manner. One should avoid title page flaws, poor exhibit 
organization or insufficient exhibit development.  One need to overcome the treatment issues, focus 
attention and guide the viewer’s eye by hiding unnecessary portion of material.   
 
      Treatment can be diminished if the Judge cannot understand the philatelic element in an exhibit or 
see the aspect of a stamp or cover bearing address. An exhibit must describe item level what is being 
shown. In a five framed exhibit first, second and fifth frame should be very strong philatelic content as 
well as thematic content. Items with post marks from before 1920 are almost, always worth showing in 
their entirety. 
 
      Before ending, certain important points to be noted and followed for enhancing the medal level are 
reiterated as below:- 
 
      With regard to the Plan page, the exhibitor is to ensure that the structure is correct, logical and 
balanced.  The Jury would like to decipher the degree to which a story is told and not a list of various 
aspects. In the plan page, keep chapter and sub-chapter only, the rest should go on the individual 
album sheets. For an easy-to-follow development, each page should have at the top, the numbered 
chapter or sub-chapter that indicates which part of the plan is being developed on the page.  An 
additional page title summarizing the content and the page story is strongly suggested. Items should 
be placed near the thematic text. There should be perfect connection between items and thematic text. 
The depth of story shown by links, cross-correlations, structures, causes and effects. 
 
      The story line should flow like a red-thread on all the pages. In other words, there should not be 
any break in the story, and unnecessary items not related to the story are not to be included on the 
page.  The exhibitor need to ensure if items are interchanged, whether the story line gets upset or not.  
If upset, then it means the poor development. 
 
      Innovation is demonstrated by a personal elaboration of the theme that transforms an exhibit from 
a sequence of classified items into an “original” story.  Presence of new thematic finding for the theme 
are suitably rewarded by the Jury. Use of philatelic material that has a thematic qualification which is 
not immediately obvious and needs to be discovered by the exhibits is desirable.  Factual errors in 
telling the story should be avoided. Presence of “surprising” material adds value.   
 
      Use of widest possible range of postal-philatelic material and its balanced use will be suitably 
rewarded.  Presence of material which has not yet been researched for the theme or where that has 
been very little research was there will help improve the score.  Skillful use of philatelic material in its 
various varieties will help score more marks.  Overlapping is allowed when showing varieties postal 
stationery, in a way that the detail with the variety itself is clearly visible. 
 
      Windowing “cancellation” imprint on a postal story is allowed when the thematic text refers to the 
cancellation.  Windowing or folding is allowed for very large items such are telegrams, complete sheets 
of stamps etc. Deluxe proofs are not be used.  Rarity depends on the difficulty to secure them and also 
on the general demand for this item in philately.  There should be thematic connection while using such 
rare items. “Key items” in the exhibit can be highlighted. Cancellation should be as clear as possible 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.87/May 2023 21 

with all essential wording complete and allow the stamp design, where thematic relevant, to be clearly 
visible. 
 
      Booklets should be presented with complete stamps. Presentation of exhibit is understood and 
perceived in terms of clarity of display; clarity of text and the overall aesthetic balance of the exhibit. 
May the Indian Thematic Philately grow in quality and bring success in FIP exhibitions in the days to 
come! 
 
(This article is wrote essentially to help thematic philatelists and depended sources of material is quite vast. Author 
gratefully acknowledges the sources.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIQUE WORLD RECORD CERTIFICATES 
 
     Our Life Member, Mr. Panyam Mallikarjuna Praveen Shastry from 
Karnataka, been listed in Unique World Record for "Largest Collection of 
Indian Meghdoot Postcards" collected 989 postcards issued by the Indian 
Post Department of denomination of 25 Paise each in English and 17 different 
languages of India from 2002 to 2022. He has the entire rare set of 112 cards 
issued in 2008 on "Jago  Grahak  Jago".  and "Largest Collection of Indian 
Paper Currency - Governor Signature Set".  
 
 
 

              
 
 
      Congratulations dear member. 
 
 

Association News 
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By Sreejesh Krishnan 

 

On the occasion of 100th anniversary of the attribution of the chemistry Nobel Prize to Marie Curie, 
during the year of Chemistry, 17 November 2011, a twin identical souvenir sheets depicts the 
Portrait of Marie Sklodowska Curie (1867-1934); medal with portrait of Alfred Nobel issued by 

Poland and Sweden 

 

            

On the occasion of 150th anniversary of Italian Unification, a twin identical miniature sheets depicts 
the portrait of Piazza del Popolo in Rome with the Flaminio obelisk; churches of Santa Maria del 

Miracoli and Santa Maria in Montesanto issued by Italy and Vatican on 21st march 2011. 

                       

French Antarctic and Austral Territories – Mayotte issued an identical stamp on 31st December 
2011 with the design of Marion Dufresne ship in the Mamoudzou lagoon. The Mayotte stamp is the 
last stamp issued by this country. On January 1, 2012, Mayotte was reattached to France as a new 
French department and will use French stamps. Former Mayotte stamps denominated in Euros can 

be used indefinitely on the island for postage. 

           

Mind Blowing Joint Issues - 22 
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On the occasion of 150th birthday of Fridtjof Nansen (1861-1930), Norwegian explorer of Greenland 
and 1922 Nobel Peace Prize winner a twin Identical stamp with the portrait with map of Greenland 

as background issued by Bosnia Herzegovina, Bosnia Herzegovina, Bosnia Herzegovina 
(Serbia) during 2011. 

                                

 

PRINCELY STATES OF INDIA - A PHILATELIC OVERVIEW 
 

By Rolands Nelson 
 

268 pages fully colour harbound book 

Publisher: Caroline Books, Chennai 

Price: Rs.695.00 

For copies: Mob:9940681750  Email: rolandsnelson8@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

Shri. Shanti Prashad Jain 
A well-known Philatelist and Numismatist 

Expired on 03.04.2023 

Shri. Prakash Agarwal 
President of Hyderabad Philatelic and Hobby 

Society, GC Member of PCI 
Expired on 18.04.2023 

 

May their souls Rest in Peace. 

 
 

Obituaries 
 

mailto:rolandsnelson8@gmail.com
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By Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar 

 
      The Statue of Liberty (Liberty Enlightening the World) is 
a colossal neoclassical sculpture on Liberty Island in New 
York Harbor in New York City, in the United States. The 
copper statue, a gift from the people of France, was 
designed by French sculptor Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi and 
its metal framework was built by Gustave Eiffel. The statue 
was dedicated on October 28, 1886. 
 
      The statue is a figure of Libertas, the Roman Goddess 
of Liberty. She holds a torch above her head with her right 
hand, and in her left hand carries a tabula ansata inscribed 
JULY IV MDCCLXXVI (July 4, 1776 in Roman numerals), 
the date of the U.S. Declaration of Independence. A broken 
chain and shackle lie at her feet as she walks forward, 
commemorating the national abolition of slavery following 
the American Civil War. After its dedication, the statue 
became an icon of freedom and of the United States, seen 
as a symbol of welcome to immigrants arriving by sea. 
 
      Five important things about the Statue of Liberty are the 
following: 
 

a) The statute represents a Roman Goddess. The statue’s name derives from the Goddess it 
represents; Libertas, a roman deity personifying the freedom. 
 

b) The Crown’s spikes represent the Oceans and continents. The statue’s crown bears seven 
spikes, symbolizing the seven oceans and seven continents of the world, and emphasizing her 
message of welcome, inclusiveness, and freedom.  
 

c) Lady Liberty is stuck by lightning 600 times every year. It is exposed to all weather elements, 
and in high winds, the torch can sway by 5 inches side to side. 
 

d) Gustave Eiffel helped to build it. Edouard de Laboulaye was the man who dreamt up of the 
statue, and sculptor Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi designed it, but the integral metal framework 
was made by the same man who built the Eiffel Tower.   
 

e) Lady Liberty’s face is modelled on the artist’s mother. Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi, the sculptor 
who designed the statue, is said to have modelled her face after his own mother.  

 

      The Statue of Liberty stands in Upper New York Bay, a universal symbol of freedom. Originally 
conceived as an emblem of the friendship between the people of France and the U.S. and a sign of 
their mutual desire for liberty, it was also meant to celebrate the abolition of slavery following the U.S. 
Civil War. 
 
      In the present article, I have tried to incorporate as many different cancelations which were released 
during the 100th year of the statue (1886-1986), 1986 from different places and during different months 
and dates with different colour Cachets, writings and slogans  too from my personal collection.  
 
 

The Statue of Liberty 
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The first cover depicts a Richmond  Cancelation, with “Ms Liberty 100 years “ dated 1st February, 1986.  

 

 

A Melrose Park cancelation “Statue of Liberty Centennial 
“on 15th February, 1986.  

 

 

 
 
A Kenosha cancelation “America’s Light of Freedom“ 
on 15th February, 1986. 
 

 

 

 
 

A Louisville cancelation “Freedom For All“ on 19th April, 1986. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Milwaukee cancelation “I Lift my Lamp 
Beside Golden Door“ on 20th April, 1986. 
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An Anaheim cancelation “Honouring The Statue of Liberty (1886-1986) “ 
on 3rd May, 1986. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

An Albany cancelation “Give Me your 
Tired, Your Poor …. “ on 4th May, 1986. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
A Chicago cancelation “Miss Liberty  
100 Years Old“ on 29th May, 1986. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Long Beach cancelation “Liberty  Shines Again”  
on 6th June, 1986. 

 

 

 

A Modesto cancelation  on 29th June, 1986. 
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A Place cancelation of the Statue of Liberty from Statue of 
Liberty Station, Liberty Island, Newyork with the wording 

100th Anniversary (1886-1986) and Centennial Celebrations 
dated 4th July, 1986.  

 

 

 
A Newark cancelation “ Statue of Liberty 1886 Centennial 
1986”  dated 4th July, 1986. 

 

 

 
A La Junta cancelation “ Centennial Liberty Station Comet 

Visits Liberty ”  dated 4th July, 1986. 

 

 

 

 
 
A St Louis cancelation “ America Beautiful ”  dated  
4th July, 1986. 

 

 

 
 

A Provo cancelation “ America’s Freedom Festival at Provo ”  
dated 4th July, 1986. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

An Augusta  cancelation “ Miss Liberty 1886-1986 ”   
dated 5th July, 1986. 

 

 

 

 
 

An rare red   cancelation  dated 11th July, 1986. 
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An Anaheim  cancelation  “ Liberty Enlightening The World“  
dated 12th July, 1986. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Grand Island  cancelation with a rare Green Cachet of the Torch of the statue of Liberty  
dated 7th August, 1986. 

 

 

A very rare Cachet of the Spikes of the crown of the statue 
of Liberty dated 14th  September, 1986. The seven spikes 

represent the seven oceans and seven continents. 

 

 

 

A Spartanburg cancelation of the statue of Liberty with the Liberty 
station  dated 20th September, 1986.  

 

 

 

 

A Liberty cancelation with a Casey County Apple 
Festival Cachet and “ Apple festival Salutes Statue of 

Liberty 1886-1986”   dated 27th September, 1986. 
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A Corvallis cancelation  “ Statue of Liberty Centennial 1886-1986 On Liberty’s Team”    
dated 28th September, 1986. 

 
 

 

 

A Morristown cancelation  with a very rare Blue Cachet of 
Statue of Liberty with a Torch   dated 10th October, 1986. 

 

 

 

A Fortcollins cancelation  with a very rare  Cachet of 
Three Statue of Liberty with a Torch    

dated 12th October, 1986. 

 

 
 

 

A Lebanon cancelation  with a very rare  type of  Statue of 
Liberty with a Torch   dated 24th October, 1986. 

 
 

 

 

 

A Yonkers cancelation  with a very rare  type of  Ms Statue 
of Liberty with PEACE  dated 24th October, 1986. 

 

 

 

A Melrose Park cancelation  with “ Saluting Designers 
Statue of Liberty Bartholdi, Eiffel and Hunt”   
dated 24th October, 1986. 
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A Lorton cancelation  with “  Statue of Liberty 100 years 1886 – 1986 Celebrate Freedom and 
Friendship” dated 25th October, 1986. 

 

 

A Boxborough cancelation  with “  Saluting Miss Liberty”   
dated 25th October, 1986 

 

 

A Concord cancelation  with the “Statue of  Liberty inside a 
Flag 1886 1986 “  dated 26th October, 1986. 

 

 

 

A Cleveland cancelation  with the “Statue of  Liberty inside a oval 
shaped seal 1886 1986 “  dated 27th October, 1986. 

 

 

 
A Newyork cancelation  with the  National Postage Stamp Show ‘86  
dated 30th October, 1986. 

 

 

 

 
A Sacramento cancelation  with the  SACAPEX ‘86   

dated 1st November, 1986. 
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A Greenbelt cancelation  with the Statue of Liberty and 
Lions International Seals together,   
dated 8th November, 1986. 

 

 

 

 

A Worthington cancelation  with the Statue of Liberty Cachet and a slogan Saluting The statue of 
Liberty 100 years  and another interesting cancelation of statue of Liberty with the Ellis Island 

“Gateway to America”,  dated 9th November, 1986. 

 

 

A La Grange cancelation  with the Statue of Liberty  with the Flags of America on both sides,   
dated 30th November, 1986. 

 

References 
 
Most of the description on the Statue of Liberty and related literature which I have mentioned in the present 
article, have been extracted from the Wikipedia, and several other articles from the Internet, which I duly 
acknowledge. 
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GODDESS SITA AMMAN TEMPLE STAMP ISSUED BY SRI LANKA 
 

      According to the epic Ramayana, about 5000 years ago, Goddess Sita was held captive by king 
Ravana at Ashok Vatika.  Lord Hanuman met Goddess Sita at this place.  And so the Sita Amman 
Temple was built there.  Sita Amman Temple  is the only Hindu Temple which is dedicated to princess 
Sita in Sri Lanka. 
 

 
Sita Amman Temple 

 
      Sri Lanka issued a special stamp depicting this Sita Amman Temple.  The Prime Minister of Sri 
Lanka Shri Dinesh Gunawardena issued the stamp and first day cover on 23 April 2023. 
 

 
FDC 

 
      He also laid the foundation stone for an International Meditation Centre at Sita Amman Temple.  
Indian High Commissioner Gopal Baglay and the Temple Committee President V. Ramakrishnan, 
Members of Parliament C.B. Ratnayake and Yadamini Gunawardena, Delhi Rotary Club President 
Pradeep Jain and a large gathering of foreign and local devotees were also present on the occasion. 
 

India Abroad 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.87/May 2023 33 

 
 
 
 

 

UN (New York) 
 

Endangered species 
 

UN (Geneva) 
 

Endangered species 

 
 

Issued on 03.03.2023 
 

 
 

Issued on 03.03.2023 
 

UN (Vienna) 
 

Endangered species 
 

ESTONIA 
 

The Long Tailed Duck 

 
 

Issued on 03.03.202 

 
FDC 

Issued on 20.04.2023 
 

 
 

ROMANIA 
 

International Bird Day 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

Issued on 05.04.2023 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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ALDERNEY 
 

The Atlantic Puffin. 

GUERNSEY 
 

150 Years of the Kennel Club 

 

 
 

Issued on 04.04.23 
 
 
 
 
 

MALTA 
 

The Malta Railway - 1883-1931 
 

 
Issued on 04.04.2023 

 

 
 

Issued on 04.04.2023 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
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SILCHAR : 11 October 2022 
Betel Nut 

 

MUMBAI : 31 October 2022 
National Unity Day 

  
AIZAWL : 17 November 2022 

Cheraw 
 

AIZAWL : 18 November 2022 
Red Vanda 

  
AIZAWL : 19 November 2022 

Mrs. Hume’s Pheasant 
 

AIZAWL : 19 November 2022 
Serow 

 

  
ALWAR : 25 November 2022 

Moosi Maharani ki Chhatri, Alwar, Rajasthan 
 

ALWAR : 25 November 2022 
Bhangarh, Alwar, Rajasthan 

 

New Special Covers 
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ALWAR : 25 November 2022 

Siliserh, Alwar, Rajasthan 
ALWAR : 25 November 2022 

Tiger of Sariska, Alwar, Rajasthan 
 

  
ALWAR : 27 November 2022 

Hope Circus, Alwar, Rajasthan 
RANGPO : 13 December 2022 

The First Ranji Trophy Match In Sikkim 
 

  
PALI : 04 January 2023 
18th National Jamboree 

 

HAVERI : 06 January 2023 
Akhila Bharatha Kannada Sahithya Sammelan 

 

  
NEW DELHI : 12 January 2023 

Vallabhabhai Patel Chest Institute Day 
 

  BANGALORE CITY MDG : 25 January 2023 
National Voters Day 2023 

  

CONTAI : 16 February 2023 
50 Years of Contai Postal Division 

KHEJURI : 16 February 2023 
Khejuri Post Office 
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NEW DELHI : 16 February 2023 

Tribute to Shri. D. K. Jain 
RENADU : 27 February 2023 

Sri Budda Vengal Reddy 
 

  
BENGALURU : 28 February 2023 

Raman Research Institute 
CHUNGTHANG : 06 March 2023 

Lachung, Vibrant Village 
 

  
GANGTOK : 06 March 2023 

Go Green, Go Organic 
 

KOLKATA : 11 March 2023 
Celebrating Centenary of Howrah Union 

  
KOCHI : 16 March 2023 

Award of President’s Colour 
KOLKATA : 23 March 2023 

Oscar Journey of India - Celebrating Indian Cinema 
 

  
INDORE  : 05 April 2023 

Nandna Prints 

 

NAVSARI : 06 April 2023 
The Salt Law is Broken 
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BANDIPUR : 09 April 2023 

Bandipur Tiger Reserve 
KOLKATA : 11 April 2023 

Acharya Pandita Nityananda Mukhopadhyay 
 

  
INDORE : 17 April 2023 

The Longest Rock Painting Series of the World 
 

TELANGANA : 06 April 2023 
Mahila Samman Savings Certificate  

Special Campaign in Telangana 2023-24 
 

  
TAMLUK HO : 11 April 2023 

85th Year of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’s  
arrival at Tamluk 

 

BHUBANESWAR : 15 April 2023 
75th Capital Foundation Day 

  
SIVAKASI : 26 April 2023 

Centenary Celebration of Sri Kaliswari  
Group of Industries 

 

PUNE : 28 April 2023 
Shri Sadguru Santvarya Yogiraj Shankar Maharaj 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
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Tirthankar Mahaveer Jayanti Greetings (04.04.2023) 

 
 

   

Bengaluru 
 

Mysuru 
 

Nashik 
 

 

World Heritage Day (18.04.2023) 
 
 

   
Pune Bengaluru Nashik 

 

   
Nagpur Mumbai Veterinary College Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar 

 

 

          World Malaria Day (25.04.2023)         

 

Permanent Pictorial Cancellations 

 

                        
  Nagpur Kanchipuram 

 

New Special/Permanent Pictorial Cancellations 
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Frugal Philately 
 
Experimental Guidelines for Frugal Philately  
 
"Frugal Philately Class" is a new exhibition class which concentrates on the criteria of treatment, importance, 
knowledge, research and condition. There are limiting criteria with respect to the value of items included. The 
purpose is to provide an opportunity for collectors to display interesting items and enhance their philatelic skills 
rather than blunt their cheque books. The availability of such a class will encourage those who are put off 
exhibiting by the alleged high cost of items needed to compete in the normal classes. It will be purely a 
national class. The chances of attaining international recognition should be considered remote. Because of the 
limiting nature of the rules, it is proposed that certificates rather than medals be awarded, but that they be 
based on the same points spread as other national classes.  
 
Entry Size  
 
Restricted to three to five frames (less would be unrepresentative of the subject: More would suggest an ability 
to enter a normal class.)  
 
Entry Class  
 
No restriction as to philatelic class, except for Youth and Literature.  
 
Special Conditions  
 
The wholesale value of the exhibit should not exceed $1,000 (equal to $200 per frame or $12.50 per sheet). If 
the wholesale value exceeds $1,000 in total, then penalties will apply, as shown under the sub-heading 
“Reconciliation” below.  
 
Judging  
 
To be carried out in two stages. Note: The results of each stage will not be revealed to the judging teams until 
both stages are complete.  
 
First Stage: The entries will be judged by the relevant philatelic class judging team, using all the normal 
criteria.  
 
Second Stage: The exhibit will be assessed as to its wholesale value. This judging being carried out by a team 
of three judges, well versed in philatelic valuations and, normally drawn from the philatelic trade, particularly 
APTA, with at least five years standing. The results of this phase will be to provide a dollar figure of wholesale 
market value. Judges will assess the normal market value rather than any enhanced value accruing to the 
exhibit because of the skills of the exhibitor. This valuation will be available to the exhibitor.  
 
Reconciliation  
 
There will only need to be a reconciliation where the adjudged wholesale value exceeds $1,000.00. The 
reconciliation will be in the form of points deducted from the philatelic score on the following scale:  
$1 - $60 - loss of one point for each $20.00 or part thereof;  
$61 - $200 - loss of one point for each $10.00 or part thereof;  
$201 upwards - loss of one point for each $5.00 or part thereof.  
 
More Information  
 
The APF Coordinator appointed to promote and assist persons interested in exhibiting Frugal philately is Ian 
McMahon, P.O Box 891, Jamison Centre, ACT, 2614,  
email: i_mcmahon@yahoo.com  
 

Knowledge Bank 
 

mailto:i_mcmahon@yahoo.com
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TAIPEI 2023 

     Taipei2023, the 39th Asian International Stamp Exhibition will be held at 
Taipei World Trade Centre Hall from 11 to 15 August 2023. Mr. Rajan 
Jayakar has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner for the 
Taipei 2023, 40th FIAP Asian International Stamp Exhibition, Taipei. 
 

Contact information: 
 

Rajan Motiram Jayakar 
Flat No.2, Court View, 
126, Maharshi Karve Road, 
Churchgate, Mumbai 400 020 

 

Email: rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com 
      Phone: +91-22-22820570, +91-22-22820572, 
      (M) +919821072417 

 

IBRA 2023 

      IBRA 2023 and 33st International Stamp Fair will be held at Hall 1 and 2, Messe 
Essen, Germany from 25 to 28 May, 2023. 

      Mr. Madhukar Jhingan has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner for 
the IBRA 2023. 

Contact information: 

 

 

NZ 2023 

      NZ 2023 is organized by the NZ2020 Stamp Exhibition Inc under the auspices 
of the New Zealand Philatelic Federation Inc and under the patronage of the 
Federation of Inter-Asian Philately (FIAP) from May 4 to 7, 2023 at the Ellerslie 
Event Centre, Auckland, New Zealand. 
 

      NZ 2023 is the first International Stamp exhibition held after 33 years in the 
New Zealand, with participation open in all Classes - FIAP Championship, 
Traditional, Postal History, Postal Stationery, Aerophilately, Astrophilately, 

Thematic, Maximaphily, Revenues, Modern Philately, Open Philately, Picture Postcards, One Frame, 
and Youth. 

The detailed rules of exhibition (IREX) are available at https://nz2023.nz/exhibitors/regulations-irex/  

The Exhibit Application forms are available for download at https://nz2023.nz/exhibitors/forms/  

      The duly filled Forms along with a copy of the first page of the exhibit should be submitted to the 
National Commissioner for India, Madhukar Jhingan by Nov 26, 2022. 

Contact information: 
 

 
 

Email: mj@stampsofindia.com  
(M) +91-9811160965 

Madhukar Jhingan, 
49-D/BG-5 Paschim Vihar 
NEW DELHI-11006 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Madhukar Jhingan 
16 Park Drive, First Floor, 
Malibu Towne, Sector 47, 
Gurugram 122018 

 

Email: mj@stampsofindia.com 
(M) +91-9811160965 

 

mailto:rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com
https://nz2023.nz/exhibitors/regulations-irex/
https://nz2023.nz/exhibitors/forms/
mailto:mj@stampsofindia.com
mailto:mj@stampsofindia.com
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BANGLADESH 2023 

      Bangladesh 2023, the FIP sponsorship international stamp exhibition in association 
with Bangladesh Philatelic Federation will be held from 29 September to 02 October 2023 
at the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, Segun, Bagicha, Dhaka, Bangladesh.  There will 
be approximately 400 frames will be available for competitive exhibits.  Exhibitors from 
invited FIP member federations shall be eligible for participating at BANGLADESH 2023. 

More details can be obtained from email: bpf_bd@yahoo.com  
or Website: www.bangladesh2023.com  
 

  

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
http://timbrophily.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.philcent.com  
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   
 
                        

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVI. No.184 (Apl. 2023) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.22 Issue 3/2022 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June & July. 
2022) 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.170 - 171 (Apl - Jul 2022) 
Filacap – online. No.242 (April 2023) 
 

   

      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to be 
published in this bulletin.  Please send your writeups in MS 
Word only, to our email ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News 
and philatelic activities in your locality are also welcome.  
Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send their brief 
reports on day to day activities. 

  

Editor 
 

 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 
 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.  Please send the matter in A4 size 

Word format.  Send the clear images in separate files. 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 

Philatelic Links 
 

mailto:bpf_bd@yahoo.com
http://www.bangladesh2023.com/
http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 


	Woodpeckers are a fascinating group of birds that have captured the imagination of stamp collectors around the world. These birds are known for their distinctive and striking appearance, as well as their unique behaviour of pecking trees in sear...
	Capt. Vijay Wadha compiled such stamps of woodpecker issued by various countries in an e-book and published on 14 April 2023.  The complete details of woodpecker’s common name, scientific name and list of various species with stamp images will h...
	The book is available on Amazon.com.
	STAMP DISPLAY ON EARTH DAY IN DARJEELING
	The All India Women’s Conference, Darjeeling branch organized a program to celebrate the Earth Day on the 22nd of April 2023 at the Darjeeling AIWC Hall. A special and different feature of the program this year was the display of a stamp exhibit...
	A philatelic exhibit belonging to Vivek Yonzone, a local stamp collector and a national philately awardee was put on display. “The exhibit was prepared to bring awareness about the environment to the people, mostly students through stamps” said ...
	The exhibit contained stamps and other postal materials on the different environmental details like the ecosystems, ecological balance and environmental issues ranging from Global Warming, Climate Change and Loss of Biodiversity to Ozone Layer D...
	The exhibit was enjoyed by the students from various schools and members of some organizations attending the program. There was a drawing on a postcard competition organized for the students on the theme of the Earth Day – Invest on Earth.
	Perot Provisional - Bermuda Stamp
	TAIPEI 2023


