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Dear Friends, 
 
      Stamp collecting is a recognised hobby and is enjoyed by millions of people around the 
world.  It includes accumulation of new commemorative stamps issued along with First Day 
Covers.  First Day Covers are beautifully designed envelopes with the stamp/stamps affixed 
on it and cancelled with a pictorial cachet.  The collection of FDCs is one of the competitive 
classes of philatelic exhibitions conducted by India Post. Please note that the FDCs are most 
valuable for exhibits if it is posted on the first day of issue and delivered subsequently. In the 
initial period these FDCs were issued by India Post on the first day of a commemorative stamp 
issue. I know that during the 1970s and 1980s many collectors were waiting in the queue before 
the philatelic bureaus, on the day of the new commemorative stamp issued for purchasing 
FDCs. 
  
      Today, it is not happening.  Because most of the stamps are issued urgently without pre-
planning.  Also the number of printing FDCs are reduced and so not adhering to the inventory 
of supply to Philatelic Bureaus as per requirements. Stamp, envelope and cachet are the 
important items of a FDC. Nowadays any one of the above items may not be available on the 
issue date.  It results first day cancellation will be given on a future date.  So philatelists are 
compelled to visit philatelic bureaus two/three days to get a first day cancellation.  Some 
philatelic bureaus are not in a position to supply FDCs to collectors other than PD Account 
holders due to shortage of supply. 
  
      In this connection, we request the concerned authorities of India Post to find out an 
immediate solution to prevent these problems, otherwise the interest on collecting FDCs will 
decline among philatelists. 
 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 

 
 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 
 

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment 

 
For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue 

For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 
 

For details contact: 9387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

Editorial 
 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com


Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.89/July 2023 5 

 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
      The warning in your editorial about collection of stamps of unnecessarily high denomination should serve as 
a warning to serious collectors and serious DoP officials. 
 
      Regards 
 

Prof. Sahadeva Sahoo 
Bhubaneswar 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
      Your editorial column is as apt as should be with respect to present philatelic issues by concerned authorities. 
 
      Firstly, too many number of issues in a year, has taken out the novelty in creation. Secondly, no innovation 
in design, scheme and topic. Thirdly, making a postage stamp prohibitively expensive is driving away the 
philatelists. Dead stock of First Day Covers at bureaus have forced the authority to take a step which is neither 
good for the philatelists nor healthy for the department. 
 
      Though last but not the least, I have discontinued my Philatelic Bureau Account (PD Account) since 2022. 
  
      Regards, 

Kumar Biswas 
M: +91 99996 31116 

Blog: https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
       It was very  nice to read the article on US Comic Classics written by Dr. Ramesh Kumar, using the FDCs 
issued. I have the sheetlet version of this set, so it was very interesting to read the amount of facts gathered and 
shared on each comic strip. 
 
       Krishnan's column on joint stamp issues had many of the older joint issues in between India and other 
countries. It was wonderful to see them. 
 
       It was a pleasant surprise for  me to see that Dr. Ramesh Kumar' s article complimented the one on Brothers 
Grimm, as both deal with children's reading habits 
 
       With Regards.  

Abhijit De  
Chennai 

 
Good Morning sir, 
 
      Just finished reading this month's bulletin.  In page 50, it is mentioned India Post issued four commemorative 
cancellations and covers at New Zealand exhibition. 
 
      India Post issued only the cancellations, the covers are made privately by a collector who visited the 
exhibition, and not by India Post. 
 

Kasinath R 
Chennai 

 
 

(Yes.  It is true that the covers were made privately.  Sorry for the error occurred and Thank you 
Kasinath for pointing out the mistake.  -    Editor) 

Readers’ Column 

 
 

https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
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Ajay Kumar Mittal 

(1957-2023) 
 

 
 

      The eminent Indian philatelist  Shri. Ajay Kumar Mittal passed away on 
5th June 2023 after a prolonged illness.  He was hospitalised for a period of 
nearly one month at New Delhi.  He won several medals including Gold in 
National and International philatelic exhibitions.  He was the former Vice 
President of Philatelic Congress of India(PCI).  Also worked as the Editorial 
Board member of Signet, the official journal of PCI. He was conferred with 
“Fellow-PCI’ in 2021 by the Philatelic Congress of India.   He was the Indian 
representative of India Study Circle (ISC).  He was looking after the 
production and distribution of ‘India Post’, the journal of ISC.  He served as 
National Juror and National Commissioner in many philatelic exhibitions. 
 
      His passions and contributions in promoting Indian philately was very 
appreciable.  His demise is a great loss to the entire philatelic community.   

 
May his soul rest in peace. 

 
Our heartfelt condolences. 

 
 

Obituary 
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POSTCROSSING WELFARE SOCIETY OF INDIA 
 

      The Postcrossing Welfare Society of India was registered under the 
Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860 as a Society on 28.4.2023 at Prayagraj. 
The objectives of the society are to promote the art and science of Postcards & 
Philately in all its facets and in particular to foster and encourage the study of 
postcards and any other material literature associated with it. It will also hold 
seminars and other activities for the promotion of the art and science of 
postcards. With the help of its members, it will build up libraries of postcards, 
literature and reference collection to encourage research in postcards and to 
disseminate all useful knowledge about postcards. Through Institutional 

Membership it aims to establish schools and training centres to advance the study of postcards and in 
particular for young collectors. As the name suggests Postcrossing, it will aim to promote postcard 
friendship and exchange of postcards in and amongst members and others. 
 

      The first meeting of the Governing Body was held on 7.5.2023 through zoom platform where all the 
members of the Governing Body met with each other and discussed the agenda to commence the 
society. The meeting started with a very motivating opening address by the Chief Patron Dr. Rajender 
Pal Singh (DGP Retd.). He congratulated the members who came forward and took the imitative to 
form the registered society and promote the cause of picture postcards in India. It is the third country 
which has a registered society for postcrossing. The list of the Governing Body members are:  
 

  1. Dr. Rajender Pal Singh IPS 
(Retd. DGP UP Police) 

Chief Patron Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 

2. Col Akhil Kumar   President Sevanganpalli, Tamilnadu 
3. Sunil Mandaliya   Vice President Pune, Maharashtra  
4. Rahul Gangul Secretary   Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh 
5. Venkatesan Perumal Treasurer     Kanchipuram, Tamilnadu 
6. Sudeshna Baruah Member   Shivsagar, Assam  
7. Amar Deep Anand Member   Ranchi, Jharkhand  
8. Sanober. Z. Bharucha Member   Bengaluru, Karnataka 
9. Maj(Dr.) Ritu Kalra Member   Shimla, Himachal Pradesh 

10. Prathmesh Patel Member   Anand, Gujarat 
11. Sanket Oswal Member   Pune, Maharashtra 
12. Manish Chandra Member   Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh 
13. Shri. Moloy Sarkar Member   Kolkata, West Bengal 

 

      It is very encouraging to mention that on the very first day 53 deltiologists/ philatelists expressed 
their interest to join the society either as Annual Member or Life Member.  
 

      The Membership Form is available with the Treasurer and the Secretary of the society. The one 
time Admission Fee is Rs.100 with the Annual Membership fee is Rs.500. While the Life Membership 
Fee is Rs.3,000 along with Rs.100 as Admission Fee.  
 

      The contact details of the society are as follows:  
 

Mobile Phone Number:            Col. Akhil Kumar   +91-9483194892  
                                                 Mr. Venkatesan Perumal   +91-9945516333  
 

Email address: vibrantpsoi@gmail.com  
Website URL: www.psoi.org  
 

News in Brief 
 

mailto:vibrantpsoi@gmail.com
http://www.psoi.org/
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B K NAGPAL ELECTED 
 
      The Hyderabad Philatelic and Hobby Society elected Shri B K Nagpal as its new 
President on the Meeting held on 11 June 2023.  He was also nominated  to be the 
new Governing Council Member of the Philatelic Congress of India in place of Late Shri. 
Prakash Agarwal. 
 
ANNAUL GENERAL BODY MEETING OF PHILATELIC CLUB THRISSUR 
 
      The 49th Annual General Body Meeting(AGM) of Philatelic Club Thrissur(PCT) held on 4th June 
2023 at its new rented premises at Rohini Buildings, Veliyannur Road, Thrissur.   
 
      The inaugural ceremony of this new premises was also held on the same day at 9.30 am.  The 
inauguration was done by Shri. P. Balachandran, Member of Legislative Assembly.  Shri. 
Madhusoodanan R Shet welcomed the gathering.  Amritpex2023 winners were felicitated by Shri. P. 
Balachandran, MLA.  The club’s library was inaugurated by Shri. O K Prakash, Past President of PCT.  
After the inaugural function spot auction was conducted. 
 

      
 
      In the afternoon, the Annual General Body Meeting was conducted.  Annual Report and Statement 
of Accounts for the year 2022-23 was passed at the AGM.   New office bearers were elected from the 
AGM for the year 2023-2025.  After various discussions on philately the AGM came to an end.  Shri. 
Shaji A R, Treasurer gave a vote of thanks.  Lunch, tea, snacks etc were hosted by the club. 
 

 
 



                                                                        Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.89/July 2023 10 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.89/July 2023 11 

 
 

By Dr. Upender Vennam 
 
 
     Department of Posts has published hand book on Philatelic Exhibitions in the year June, 2003 in 
that as part 2, “India Post Philatelic Awards System” (IP-PAS) was published.  Later on, Rafi Ahmed 
Kidwai National Postal Academy has also published the same.  The purpose of this paper is to 
enumerate and examine certain provisions which are useful to the exhibitor keeping thematic exhibitor 
in mind. 
 
General Rules for the Assessment of Philatelic Exhibits (GRAPEs) with Preliminary caption, it is 
mentioned as below:  
 
“Exhibitors are to be encouraged rather than discouraged. Jurors should be friendly and helpful towards 
the exhibitors and refrain from adopting a holier than though attitude.  The Juror should find and 
emphasize elements to encourage and to guide the exhibitor on to the next step.  This is particularly 
important in cases where the exhibit show effort merit, and possibility of development. Awards are 
given to the exhibit and not exhibitor. Assessment is limited solely to the material in the frames.”  
 
Key words: Juror should find and emphasize elements to encourage and to guide the exhibitor 
on to the next step 
 
In reality the ruling position stated above when put to test yields dissatisfaction many a time. The 
exhibitor won’t get opportunities to know how the exhibit can be improved further.   
 
There may be numerous reasons, but the Jury has a responsibility to honor the above provisions and 
to dispassionately judge the exhibit.  The thematic segment is a serious casualty all the time.  Ideally 
each exhibitor need to be given the scoring sheet with pen picture by highlighting that ‘effort, merit and 
suggesting possibility of development of the exhibit’. 
 
Article 1 with caption ‘Competitive Exhibition’ contains four sub-articles.  It was mentioned therein 
that the principles defined in this rules are ‘intended to serve the Jury as regulations and as a guide to 
the collector for the development of the exhibit’.  It was also mentioned that ‘a high degree of flexibility 
and liberality is advisable in the case of district/regional exhibits’.  

 
Under Article 2, ‘Competitive Exhibits’ at sub-rule 2.2, it is mentioned that ‘an exhibit should have a 
clear beginning, a central theme, and a logical ending’. 

 
Take away: This will continue to be the main challenge to the exhibitor, more so to the thematic 
exhibitor. Whole life of a thematic exhibitor goes into this as he/she keeps on refining the exhibit year-
after-year. 
 
At Para 2.5, it was stipulated that ‘duplications of item should be avoided, regardless of value’.  

 
Take away: This is very important to note and ensure that strictly duplicates are not present in the 
exhibit. 
 
Under Article 3 ‘Principle of Exhibit Composition’, nine sub-articles were mentioned. 
 
3.1 The exhibit should consist solely of relevant items supporting documentation and text. 
 
Take away: What you show, write below it and what you write, show. 
 

India Post Philatelic Awards System - A Perspective 
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Caution: What is obvious, don’t write. For example the name of the country; values and no need to 
mention year of stamp, perforation etc. Special philatelic details like different kind of stamp making 
process; perfins if any; significance of overprint, variety can be briefly outlined as a philatelic text below 
the thematic text with distinguishable font, size. 
 
3.2 The exhibit shall clearly show its leading idea developed logically and in a balanced manner 
according to the characteristics of the respective competitive class. The title must describe the contents 
of the exhibit.  The concept, that may take any form, shall be laid out in an introductory statement.  The 
title and concept form a whole in perfect concordance with the material shown.  A material displayed 
should be fully consistent with the subject chosen.  The selection should show the appreciation of the 
exhibitor as to what is available in the context of chosen subject.  It should help the public and Judges 
to appreciate the significance of key items on display.  Exhibits of material that may be regarded as 
less well known or obscure should make full use of the introductory statement.  It should also integrate 
the fullest range of relevant philatelic material of the highest available quality. 
 
Key words: Conceptual clarity; maintaining balance; perfect concordance; presence of key items 
 
3.4   The display must begin with an introductory page in which the exhibitor defines in full what the 
subject is, explains how it will be developed, and specifies what the self-imposed limits are.  The 
concept or plan should also be used to provide relevant general information on the subject.  It may also 
include a short list of the important documentary sources used.  It must be subdivided in chapters.  A 
mere list of contents is not enough for a plan.  A well thought out plan may avoid otherwise lengthy 
descriptions later in the exhibit.  The judges will use this information to evaluate the material shown in 
relation to the aims set forth by the exhibitor.  Another introductory page may be desirable in certain 
subjects or classes and for exhibits of eight frames. 
 
Take away: Staccato plans should be avoided. Storyline to have continuity with not more than two 
depth points.  
       
3.5 The presentation and the accompanying text of the exhibit should be simple, tasteful and well 
balanced.  It should add information to that provided by the material and show the level of 
understanding of the subject and the personal research of the exhibitor. 
 
Take away: Use telegraphic text. Avoid detailed mentions. After all, it is a philatelic exhibit and philatelic 
material to speak for itself. 
 
3.6 Repaired items are to be mentioned in the description.  However any attempt to improve the 
appearance of a postal marking, subsequent to its being applied by the postal authorities, shall be 
treated as being faked material. 
 
3.7 If the status or genuineness of any item is in doubt, but the item is considered significant enough 
to be included in the exhibit, it may be included, but its status should be indicated by explanatory 
remarks.  The presence of faked, forged or repaired material that is not clearly described as such will 
cause the downgrading of an exhibit by at least a medal level.  The exhibitors are advised to have their 
items verified in doubtful cases. 
 
3.8 Illustrations of relevant postal markings are necessary only when the originals are not clear enough 
to the observer.  When it is desirable to illustrate significant markings on the reverse side of a cover, 
they may either be drawn or illustrated with a reproduction (photograph or photocopy), but a 
reproduction should be apparent as such to the observer.  Colour photocopies or photographs should 
be at least 25% different in size from the original. 
 
3.9 Classified or restricted items, the display or exhibition of which are prohibited under the rules and 
regulations of India Post, should not form part of the exhibits.  The Jury will report the presence of such 
material to the Exhibition Management for suitable action, which could even involve legal procedures. 
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From the above Paras, it is obvious that the expectation of Jury from the exhibition on developing the 
exhibit and the need to carefully design /craft the first page i.e., the title page.  This will set the mind of 
the Jury to estimate the effort, skill, knowledge, application, compliance of the rules on the part of the 
exhibitor. 
 
Article 4 deals with criteria for evaluation  
 
4.2 Each exhibit will have to be evaluated on its own merits.  The evaluation of exhibits will only take 
into consideration the material and information displayed. 
 
4.3 Criteria for the evaluation of competitive exhibits are: (1) Treatment, (2) Philatelic and related 
Knowledge, (3) Personal Study and Research, (4) Condition and Rarity of material exhibited, and (5) 
Presentation.  These criteria are valid for all types of exhibits. 
 
4.5 To get a consistent evaluation, the Jury will enter for each exhibitor a short critical evaluation, their 
observations and some advice to improve the exhibit to the exhibitor. 
 
4.8 The criterion of “Treatment” required an evaluation of the degree of advancement, originality, 
completeness and correctness of the selected material.  Does the exhibit show the greatest degree of 
advancement in terms of the material exhibited?  Is the approach orthodox, or has an unusual or 
original interpretation been used?  How approach orthodox, or has an unusual or original interpretation 
been used?  How complete is the treatment of the subject chosen?  Has the subject been chosen to 
enable a properly balanced exhibit to be shown in the space available?  Does the material 
exhibited properly correspond with the title and plan of the exhibit?  Exhibitors should ensure that the 
exhibit is cohesive and avoid combining largely unrelated subjects; such exhibits are likely to lose 
marks under this criterion.  The judges should also assess whether the material exhibited is relevant 
to the scope of the exhibit. 
 
4.9 The exhibitor may omit material that is of lesser significance.  In general, a token showing may 
represent the common material required to complete the story, while the better material should be 
shown in depth.  The key material of accepted difficulty and desirability should be present in the 
selected subject.  The judges will appreciate that this treatment shows the exhibitor’s knowledge of 
the material. 
 
4.10 The proper evaluation of philatelic and related knowledge, personal study, and research will be 
based on the relevant description of each philatelic object shown.  The items chosen for display and 
their related description demonstrate philatelic and related knowledge.  The information given should 
not overwhelm the philatelic material shown.  The ‘knowledge’ criterion applies differently to each type 
of exhibit.  
 
For example philatelic knowledge for Traditional exhibits, postal history knowledge for Postal History 
exhibits, and philatelic and thematic knowledge for thematic exhibit. 
 
4.11 Personal study is demonstrated by the proper analysis of the items chosen for display.  For 
exhibits where original research (Presentation of new facts related to the chosen subject) is 
evident, a large proportion of the total points may be given for it.  For subjects that have been 
extensively researched previously, judges will look how far these researches have been successfully 
used in the exhibit to gauge knowledge and not penalize for lack of opportunity for personal research.  
The exhibit should be given additional consideration if the exhibitor has managed to come up with new 
findings in heavily studied area.  New discoveries should be given full coverage in accordance 
with their importance.  Major discoveries deserve important coverage and recognition and should be 
identified by the exhibitor, while minor discoveries should not overpower the main exhibit. 
 
4.12 The criteria of “Condition and Rarity” require and evaluation of the quality of the displayed material 
considering the standard of the material that exists for the chosen subject, the rarity and the relative 
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difficulty of acquisition of the selected material.  The jury should take account of any really 
exceptionally fine or rare items present.  Exhibitors are encouraged to show unique or nearly unique 
material that does not occur in fine condition, but are cautioned from including other items of a condition 
that may disfigure the exhibit.  An exhibitor may direct attention to special items with in the exhibit 
with a statement of the reasons for scarcity.  However, no statement of the value is permitted. 
 
4.13 The criterion of “Presentation” requires an evaluation of the overall aesthetic appearance of the 
exhibit.  The presentation of an exhibit should be well finished and give a good general impression.  
The exhibitors should conform to display the selected material harmoniously, avoid too empty or 
overcharged sheets where the items overlap, and write the accompanying texts precisely and 
in a legible, faultless writing.  The method of presentation should show the material to the best effect 
and in a balanced way.  It should complement the treatment of the exhibit by its general layout and 
clarity.  Judges should evaluate how the presentation enhances the understanding and attractiveness 
of the exhibit to judges and viewers alike.  Actual arrangement of the exhibit is a matter of personal 
taste and the choice of one of the many accepted forms of presenting the material is left to the exhibitor.  
Inventiveness is encouraged as long as good taste is observed, since a sameness of appearance, 
regardless of how nicely executed, would be boring to the viewer. 
 
Take away: Though the presentation criteria has 5 marks, it makes or breaks the points score. Overall 
aesthetic appearance matters a lot. When Juror finds ‘sameness’ in presentation, it impacts 
unfavorably to the exhibitor. Therefore, the exhibitor needs to focus on maximizing aesthetic appeal of 
the exhibit. 
 
4.14 No advantage or disadvantage shall apply as to whether the text is handwritten, typewritten or 
printed.  Brightly colored inks and colored album pages should be avoided. 
 
4.15 The final marks totals also must be looked at in terms of the overall quality of exhibits. Jurors 
should look first positive aspects of the exhibits rather than merely looking to see “how many marks 
can I take off”.  
 
I have participated/witnessed good number of philatelic exhibits.   I have had the first hand experience 
of judging and also as apprentice jury.  Unfortunately, I always found that many Jurors apply the logic 
of “taking away the marks” by pointing out to the inadequacies / non-compliance from their perception 
and many a time without adducing relevant provisions.  
One needs to understand the basic expectation of exhibitor more so the thematic exhibitor.  Thematic 
exhibitor has many challenges to overcome. His/her basic intention is to see and feel the experience 
of participating in a competitive exhibition and win an appropriate medal.  The Jurors need to be flexible 
and liberal may be up silver medal.  Encouragement is the key for the promotion of philately.  The 
exhibitions are not conducted regularly.  It takes a decade or so to rise and participate at the National 
Philatelic Exhibition.  Unless he/she reaches the threshold medal level at the state level he/she cannot 
participate at the national level. 
 
Article 5 deals with Judging of Exhibits. 
 
5.1 Each Jury group makes the final decision on the award of medals up to and including the Silver 
Medal, provided other members of Jury offer no objection. 
 
5.2 Proposals of the Jury groups for all Gold Medals as well as objections according to the other medals 
shall be submitted to the full Jury for deliberation. 
 
5.6 The Jury groups shall propose exhibits that exceed the requirements for a Gold Medal for the award 
of Grand Prizes common to all classes.  The entry that shall be adjudged the overall best exhibit of the 
exhibition, excluding the Championship Class shall be awarded (District/Regional/Zonal/National) 
Grand Prize. 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.89/July 2023 15 

5.13 The Jury is not obliged to make an award of the same level that an exhibit received in an earlier 
exhibition. 
 
Judging is largely perception-driven. Judging definitely requires skill, relevant knowledge, patience with 
open mind.  Jury need to have up-to-date knowledge base of the particular class.  The Jury need to 
fully conversant with the FIP norms. 
 
It is seen that the FIP norms on judging criteria are updated periodically.  The thematic commission of 
FIP has come up with several changes in evaluating the thematic exhibits.  If the Jury is not conversant 
with the changes brought in by the FIP in the International level, the Exhibitor will be put to loss of 
medal level.   I have experienced that in each philatelic exhibition that I participated.  The Department 
of Posts is yet to realize the need to groom the officers to understand the nuances of judging exhibits. 
On postal side too if the officers are equipped with philatelic knowledge, especially the judging 
knowledge base, the philately grows further. As of now it’s a domain of few. It is seen in the recent past 
that the thematic exhibits that won the higher medals at a State/National exhibits, won lesser medals 
in the recently concluded National exhibition.  The spirit of para 5.13 is well understood.  There is no 
system that contains the standing data base of exhibits that won awards in the exhibitions except the 
applications submitted by the exhibitor that contains details submitted by the exhibitor.   
 
The scope of the title page, synopsis, if any, will help the Jury to form prima facie the possible medal 
level of the exhibit.  This home work is required to be done before actual evaluation by looking in to the 
mounted exhibit page in the exhibition.   
 
There was an impression conveyed that in the recently concluded National exhibition, the title pages 
were not made available for going through them before evaluating the exhibits.    
 
Many a time, I feel passionate thematic exhibit is like the character Karna in the epic Mahabharata. 
Despite having merit, commitment, valor, Karna was unsuccessful in the battle ground.  Similar is the 
case with an advanced thematic exhibit. Irony is that almost three-fourths of any philatelic exhibition 
entries relate to thematic segment and unfortunately, the higher medals winning percent of thematic 
exhibit is the highly disappointing figure. Why not the rules are amended prescribing  giving away the 
best possible medals within that class after evaluating inter-se within that class and why not a rational 
percent of medals be prescribed for every class depending on the number of exhibits qualified for 
display?  
 
Under Chapter 2 Guidelines for Competitive Class were given as part of IP-PAS (India Post-
Philatelic Awards System). 
 
Article 1 Competitive Exhibits 
 
A thematic exhibit develops a theme according to a plan, demonstrating thematic and philatelic 
knowledge through the items chosen.  Such knowledge should result in the best possible selection and 
arrangement of the material and the accuracy of the relevant thematic and philatelic text. 
 
Article 2 Principles of Exhibit Composition 
 
2.1. Appropriate Philatelic Material 
 
2.1.1 A thematic exhibit uses the widest range of appropriate postal philatelic material. 
 
Take away: the latest generation exhibit needs to use 16 or more philatelic elements per Frame. The 
philatelic elements need to be positioned on every page. In order to check this, it is advised to list the 
items available on each page and build up a pie-chart or bar chart. 
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2.1.2 Each item must be connected to the chosen them and present its thematic information in the 
clearest and most effective way. 
 
2.2 Thematic Treatment 
The treatment of a thematic exhibit comprises the structure of the work (title and plan) and the 
elaboration of each point of that structure (development). 
 
2.2.1 Title and Plan: 
The title with any subtitle defines the scope of the exhibit.  The plan defines the structure of the exhibit 
and its subdivisions and covers all major aspects relevant to the title.  It should be entirely structured 
according to thematic criteria.  The order of the main chapter and their subdivisions should demonstrate 
the development of the plan rather than list its main aspects. 
 
2.2.2. Development 
The development means the elaboration of the theme in depth, aiming to achieve an arrangement of 
the material fully compliant with the plan.  The elaboration utilizes only the thematic information, postally 
authorized, available from the purpose of issue or use of the item, the primary and secondary elements 
of the design of the item, and other postal characteristics.  Such elaboration requires a thorough 
knowledge of the chosen theme, a high degree of philatelic knowledge, a thematic text to ensure the 
necessary thematic links and to provide thematic details, whenever needed. 
 
Take away: exhibitor needs to know what a border-line material is and what an appropriate item is. 
Else, the marks will be cut for not using appropriate material.  
 
2.2.3 Innovation 
The introduction of new themes, or new aspects of an established or known theme, or new approaches 
for known themes, or new application of material show innovation.  Innovation may refer to all 
components of Treatment. 
 
Take away: It is difficult to list out what constitutes an innovative way of presentation. It comes with 
experience. Skillful use of material scores more marks. 
 
2.3 Qualification of Philatelic Material 
The connection between the philatelic material and the theme must be clearly demonstrated, when it 
is not obvious. 
 
Take away: The presence of surprise material and establishing philatelic and thematic connection 
helps scoring more marks. Juror is hard pressed for sparing time in going through the exhibit. 
Therefore, this kind of material need to be positioned strategically to catch the attention of the Jury. It 
comes with experience. 
 
Article 3 Criteria for Evaluation 
 
3.1 The criteria, as specified in General Rules of the Philatelic Award System, are adapted to the 
peculiarities of the thematic class. 
 
3.2 Thematic Treatment 
Treatment will be evaluated according to the title and the plan, the development, the innovation shown 
in the exhibit. 
 
3.2.1. The Title and Plan will be evaluated considering the: 
 

• Consistency between the plan and the title 

• Presence of the plan page 
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• Adequacy of the plan page 

• Correct, logical and balanced structure (divisions and subdivisions) 

• Coverage of all major aspects necessary to develop the theme. 
 
3.2.2. The development will be evaluated considering the: 
 

• Correct assembly and positioning of the items in conformity with the plan 

• Connection between the items and the thematic text 

• Depth, shown through connections, cross references, ramifications, causes and effects 

• Balance, by giving to each thematic point the importance corresponding to its significance within 
the theme 

• Elaboration of all aspects of the plan. 
 

3.3 Knowledge, personal Study and Research  
 
The criterion for Knowledge, personal Study and Research requires the evaluation of the thematic and 
philatelic aspects of the exhibit. 
 
3.3.1 Thematic Knowledge, and its related Personal Study and Research will be evaluated considering 
the: 

• Appropriateness, conciseness and correctness of thematic text 

• Correct thematic use of the material 

• Presence of new thematic findings for the theme. 
 

3.3.2 Philatelic Knowledge, Personal Study and Research be evaluated considering the full compliance 
with the rules of postal philately. 
 

• Presence of the widest possible range of postal philatelic material and its balanced use 

• Appropriateness of postal documents 

• Appropriateness and correctness of philatelic text, when required  

• Presence of philatelic studies and related skilful use of important philatelic material. 
 
Article 4 Judging of Exhibits 
 
Treatment  
 
      Title and Plan   
      Development  
      Innovation  

 
 

15 
15 
 5 

35 

 
Knowledge, Personal Study and research 
      Thematic   
      Philatelic 

 
15 
15 

 
30 

 
Condition and Rarity  
      Condition   
      Rarity                             

 
10 
20 

 
30 

 
Presentation 

  
5 

 
                                                       Total = 

  
100 
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I STAMPS FOR SALE 
 

 

Used items in Packets - Country wise: 
 

 

 

1.   Middle East: 

      

 

 

2.   Western Europe:   

 

 

 

 

3.   Eastern Europe 

      & Others: 

 

 

4.   Africa: 

 

 

 

5.   American      

      Countries: 

 

 

 

6.    Others:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.   Odd Countries 

      & West Indies:  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afghanistan, Ajman, Egypt, Iran, Israel, Sharjah, Adeb state, 

Arab Mixtures, YAR, Finjeria. 

 

Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Greece, 

Germany (E & W), Italy, Monaco, Sweden, Netherlands, 

Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, Norway. 

 

Bulgaria, Hungary, Mongolia, Nicaragua, Poland, Romania, 

Russia & States, Egypt, Nigeria, Angola.  

 

Burundi, African Colonies, Haiti, Rwanda, Togolese, Somali, 

Lesotho, Ghana, Egypt, Nigeria, Angola 

 

USA, Chile, Ecuador, Guyana, Guinea, Bissau, Island, 

Paraguay, St. Thomas, Canada, Panama, EQ Guinea, 

Malagasy, UN - Zaire, Chile, Azerbaijan, Mozambique  

 

China, Japan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, French 

Colonies, Sahara, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, 

Thailand, Bangladesh, Burma, Benin, Korea Katanga, Cuba, 

Kampuchea, Korea, Los, Maldives, Azerbaijan, Vietnam, 

Sahara, Philippines.  

 

Anguilla, Antigua, Barbuda, Bahamas, Cayman, Dominica, 

Grenada, St. Kitts, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Bermuda, Gibraltar, 

Fiji, Tuvalu, Trinidad, Jamaica, Papua & New Guinea, 

Barbados, Tobago, Cyprus. 
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I STAMPS FOR SALE 
 

 

8.   British  

      Commonwealth: 

 

 

 

Collection Items in Stock Books (As mentioned above) 

 

A.   MINI COLLECTION:   

       Most of the countries of British Commonwealth with many   

       odd countries & above all India.  Also available Commonwealth, Est Indies, Europe 

       (Eastern & Western), Whole world. 

 

B.   BRITISH COLONIES:  Mint in complete sets. 

 

C.   THEMATIC ITEMS USED IN PKTS & COLLECTION ARRANGED IN 

       STOCK BOOKS: 

 

 

 

 

 

D.   INDIA: pre/post-independence 

 

COINS 

 

Ancient India Coins, Foreign Coins, Commemorative Indian Coins, Collection items of 

Government, SPL Issue by Government of India Mint. 

 

Other Items: First Day Covers, Folders, Spl. Covers, Stationeries (both Mint & 

Used) 
 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cyprus, Canada, GB, Cannel Island, Belize, India, Ireland, 

Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi, Mauritius, Pakistan, 

Sierra Leone, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Australia, New 

Zealand, Malta, Zambia, Botswana.    

Flowers, Birds, Mushrooms, Fungus, Ships, Railways, Aero planes, Space, 

Automobiles, Animals, Reptiles, Insects, Butterflies, Fishes, Olympics, Football, 

Cricket, Sports, Disney, Odd shapes etc. 

PHONE: 033-40633514 
MOBILE: 9433127305 

EMAIL: umasrini21@yahoo.in 
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
https://www.facebook.com/philately.information 

 

 

Jamaica - 6d Abolition Of Slavery Postage Stamp 
 

           

      Jamaica 1921 6d red and blue-green 'Abolition of slavery' (the famous stamp prepared for use but 
not issued for political reasons) IMPERFORATE PLATE PROOF with good to large margins, in issued 
colours on ungummed watermark MCA paper. 

      A fine quality proof of this most famous stamp from Jamaica of very fine appearance, despite ironed 
creases which are barely detectable. Most importantly, it is certainly the best of the three known 
examples in existence. 

      An important and highly desirable printing proof and just as rare as the few surviving perforated 
examples without 'SPECIMEN'. A wonderful showpiece item of this famous stamp. 

      The 6d stamps were prepared and sent out to Jamaica, but for political reasons were not issued, 
and the stocks were destroyed. ‘SPECIMEN’ examples of both watermarks were distributed by the 
Universal Postal Union (UPU) in the normal way, but only 1 example exists with the normal watermark 
and four examples with the watermark sideways in private hands without the overprint. 

      Provenance: Ex De La Rue archives (Robson Lowe Bermuda Dec 1976, lot 654, Robson Lowe 
Bermuda Feb 1979, lot 590). 

      The Stanley Gibbons catalogue value of the unissued stamp without the “SPECIMEN” overprint is 
£60,000 for the normal watermark and £38,000 with the watermark sideways. 

      The Abolition of Slavery Jamaican stamp was prepared for issue in June 1921. It caused political 
unrest because of its subject matter and was cancelled shortly before it was due for issue. 

      An estimated 416,000 stamps were printed and subsequently destroyed. Two blocks of four were, 
however, preserved and one block was added to The Royal Collection of King George V. 

      The other block was integrated into the Postal Collection in Kingston. That block mysteriously 
disappeared from the Post Office’s vaults and resurfaced in the market as four singles. 
 
Reference: https://www.paulfrasercollectibles.com/products/jamaica-1921-6d-red-and-blue-green-abolition-of-
slavery-imperforate-plate-proof 
First Image: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Stamp_1921_Jamaica_6d_slavery_abolition_unissued.jpg 
Second Image:  https://www.stanleygibbons.com/products/jamaica-1921-sg90s-91s-specimen-6d-abolition-
slavery-madagascar-post-office-archive 
 

 

Stamp of the month 
 

https://www.facebook.com/philately.information
https://philatelyinformation.blogspot.com/2023/05/jamaica-6d-abolition-of-slavery-postage.html
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Abhijit De, Chennai 

 

 
 

 

Caption - This stamp set is from an ex- British colony, St. Lucia, which is today a British Dominion, 
with their own P.M. and King Charles III is their Head of the Nation. St. Lucia is located in the West 
Indies. The stamp set here shows the first stamps issued for St. Lucia. The stamps do not have a value 
written on each, but the value is based on the colour of the stamp. The first 3 stamps were printed for 
use in that island nation around 1860 by Perkin Bacon Ltd using the Line engraving process, in 
England, and were of values as follows - red for 1d, blue for 4d and green for 6d stamps. These 3 
stamps formed the first stamps of the colony of St. Lucia, and a consignment totaling British Pounds 
50, were sent to this colony, and therefore their centenary of introduction is the subject of this 1960 
stamp set. Later more values, and other designs were slowly added. This article deals with this Topic, 
and gives an introduction about what makes this particular subject in Philately so interesting, and why 
Stamp on Stamps are issued by different nations.   

 
INTRODUCTION  
    
      The earliest postal stamps issued are now more than 150 years old. Many of them are faded or not 
clear compared to the stamps we see now a days, because of the paper and printing technique used, 
as well as other reasons like aging of paper and fading of printing ink used.  In addition, there are other 
stamps which are not on public display, and if on display, there are visible only at very limited locations, 
or in private collections.  For example, the currently most expensive stamp in the world, in terms of its 
auctioned value, called the British Guiana 1 cent Magenta stamp, issued in 1856 is today found only 
at the offices of a pioneer in the philatelic business, Stanley Gibbons, in London.  

Why Stamp on Stamps can be a Philatelists’ Delight ? 

An introduction 
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      Only a single example of this stamp is known to be in existence, which not only makes it very rare, 
but most philatelists are unlikely to get a chance to view it in all its splendor. Fortunately for us 
collectors, the republic of Guyana, the successor to British Guiana, has issued a stamp in 1967 
reproducing a very clear version of this rare stamp. This stamp of Guyana is shown here. This 
famous stamp is part of 3 stamp issues released in 1856.The one Cent stamp was for use for posting 
local newspapers (what we call Book Post postage rates). Along with this, a 4c magenta and a 4c blue 
were issued for use on letters, during a period when the consignment of normal stamps was in transit, 
and a temporary arrangement had to be made. To ensure these temporary stamps were not misused, 
the postal clerk signed each stamp sold. That is the signature one can see on the stamp. Unfortunately, 
only one authenticated stamp of the 1 cent value survived, which had been sold for a record price of 
US $ 9, 840,000/00 on 17th June 2014. This remains the record value for any stamp sold so far, 
because at the latest auction on 8th June 2021 Stanley Gibbons managed to purchase it for a lower 
value of about 8.3 million US Dollars, which is relatively a bargain price caused due to the economic 
downturn because of the effect of Covid-19. 
  
      The first adhesive postal stamp issued in Asia was also a British Colony/ Empire stamp, called a 
Scinde Dawk. Scinde is the anglicized name for the province of Sind, now in Pakistan, and Dawk, the 
anglicized pronunciation of the Hindi word Dak, or post.  Sir Bartle Frere, of the East India Company, 
who had become the British Commissioner for the province of “Sindh”, influenced by Rowland Hill, had 
introduced a cheap, uniform postal rate of one-half Anna per letter, regardless of distance to be 
travelled within Sindhi province.  These stamps were first issued on 1st July 1852, and bore the 
Merchants Mark of the British East India company impressed on red sealing wax on paper, 2 well 
preserved examples of which are shown on this Indian stamp issued for the Asiana 77 stamp exhibition. 
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      As these wax wafer stamps tended to crack or disintegrate, they were replaced by a colourless 
design embossed on white paper, the details of which were hard to see in dim light. Finally, a blue 
stamp embossing on white paper was issued. All three versions are considered rare classics of 
Indian Philately. All 3 of these Scinde Dawk stamps are shown on the Special Cover shared here, 
which was issued by Chief Postmaster General, Tamil Nadu circle for Postal Week, 2004, and  was 
conceived and designed by SIPA . 
 

 
 
      Such stamps can be called Stamp on stamps, as the topic on each such more newly issued Stamp 
is another older stamp, or stamps.  Hence one can say that each such Stamp, which reproduces such 
a rare stamp or valuable stamp, is a philatelist’s delight, because the design and colour of the original 
stamp can be seen in all its original glory, or in case it is very rare, it becomes accessible to a philatelist 
who may not have been able to afford to purchase, or even view, the original stamp. I had initially 
intended to share in this article such stamps from a few countries only, but as I browsed through my 
collection, I found a large number of such Stamp on stamps issued by those countries fortunate enough 
to have such stamps in their Philatelic history. Therefore, this article has become an introductory article 
on Stamp on stamps for Anantapuri Stamp Bulletin. Articles on Stamp on stamps issued by individual 
countries will follow later. I thank Mr. Mohanachandra Nair for extending me this privilege so that I can 
share these findings with the readers.   
 
      Apart from enjoying the faithful reproduction of such old, first issue, or rare stamps on other stamps, 
issued by the original issuing country, one can also enjoy reading the details about each such stamp 
in this and later articles.  Details of Stamp on stamps issued by Great Britain, USA, Germany, apart 
from India, along with some background information on each of the old stamps shown, are partially 
dealt with in this Introductory article. Further stamps of other countries including Australia, Canada, 
Mauritius, Japan, Thailand, Russia   and India will be dealt with in the individual articles that follow.  A 
few interesting examples have been taken for comparison in between Stamp on stamps, and 
reproduced stamps. Reproduced stamps are stamps that have been reprinted, but with current values. 
For example, the rare US Inverted Jenny stamp, a very rare version of the first US Airmail stamp, had 
been reproduced by US Postal Service recently, with current postal value, and therefore is a 
reproduction and not a Stamp on stamp. Therefore, this introduction will also explain the differences in 
this article, as the differences can be confusing.  
 
      With so many themes, topics and personalities to choose from to feature on their stamps, there 
normally would not be too many stamps on this topic of Stamp on stamps, issued by any country. 
However, it is now found that for occasions like philatelic exhibitions or celebration of a philatelic 
landmark, a growing number of countries have started featuring their rarer stamps, or their first postal 
stamps, which is what makes this article possible. Fortunately, India also has enough such old, 
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landmark or rare stamps to be proud of, and is one among those countries that have issued Stamp on 
stamps to illustrate such rare, and/or old stamps.     
 
GREAT BRITAIN  
 
      One has to start with British Stamps, as they were the first to officially issue a postage stamp - The 
Penny Black. This imperforated stamp printed on watermarked paper, being the very first, gave the 
British the advantage of issuing stamps with only their Monarch’s head on it to represent their country, 
which was officially formalized during the Universal Postal Union meeting in 1874. The Penny Black 
stamp is represented on this 5-penny stamp issued for the Philympia philatelic exhibition held in 1970.  
 

          
  
Britain’s first embossed Postage stamp was issued during the reign of Queen Victoria, and was in use 
from 1847 to about 1856, and is shown on the 9-penny stamp. A feature of these embossed stamps 
was the use of silk thread paper to enable embossing of the stamp on the paper.  
 
      The third Philympia 1979 stamp, valued at one shilling 6-pence, shows the first surface printed 
stamp of Britain, which method is also called Typograph printing, which was used for stamps of 2 penny 
and above, from 1856 onwards. The earlier printing method, called intaglio, continued to be used for 
the lower values. Therefore, an example 
of a higher value 4 pence stamp has 
been shown on this, the 3rd stamp in this 
Stamp on stamps set. 
 
      The 4 British Stamp on stamps 
shown on the Miniature Sheet issued for 
the centenary of the Coronation of the 
Philatelist King, George V in 1910, was 
issued for the London 2010 Festival of 
Stamps as can be seen on the MS here. 
It shows 2 of the rarest King George V 
stamp sets. The 2 British Empire 
Exhibition stamps were the first adhesive 
British Commemorative stamps ever 
issued. It was issued in 1924 and is rare 
as the sales of these particular stamps 
were confined to the exhibition show 
grounds. 
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      The most popular stamps during King George Vs reign was the 4 definitive stamps issued, 
representing the highest values, which were fondly called Seahorse issues, from which the 2 highest 
values are shown on this Miniature sheet, on the right side. From 1880 onwards, letterpress process 
was used, and from 1934 the photogravure printing process was used to produce British postage 
stamps.  However, for these Seahorse issues, the Philatelist King got Royal Mail to use the old Intaglio 
process, which had last been used up to 1879 for British stamps. 
 

 
 
      A third interesting stamp set is shown here on this Miniature sheet. On the right, within the 1st class 
value stamp, is   the first stamp issued for the long running and most populous British definitive set, in 
terms of number of different coloured issues / re-issues released, colours used, colour variations etc. 
etc. called the Machin Definitives - This Miniature sheet, issued for the 40th Anniversary of the First 
Machin Definitive stamps, shows the first stamp issued, of 4 D (which was issued in  pre-Decimal penny 
value, and therefore currency indicated as D and not p). These definitives stamps also had the privilege 
of seeing the transition from pre- decimal to decimal currency in Britain. This Miniature sheet also 
shows the creator of this portrait of Queen Elizabeth II, Mr. Arnold Machin.   

 
      I am sharing 2 stamp sets, which show the reprint of earlier stamps, and therefore are not Stamp 
on stamps. The first Queen II high value definitves, called castle definitives which were issued in 
1955, showing 4 of the Royal castles, has been reproduced here, and shown on this Miniature sheet, 
with face values changed to 50 Pence and 1 Pound, instead of the original values. (the original face 
values were two shillings six pence, five shillings, ten shillings and one pound) 
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      Similarly, the colourful first DEFINITIVES issued for the reign of Queen Elizabeth II, from 1952, 
based on the portrait photograph taken by Ms. Wilding, are shown here in a sheetlet with their full 
colour, but these also are not Stamp on stamps, as new postal values have been given on these stamp 
reproductions. 
 

 
 
      All Stamp on stamps show only the original stamp with their original value, on a stamp which has 
a separate, currently applicable postal value, as can be seen in the 3 examples shared here above. 
These 2 Miniature sheets however give a continuity to postal history of definitives during Queen 
Elizabeth II’s era, before the Machins were introduced.   This paragraph has been added so that the 
difference in between Stamp on stamps and reproduced stamps become clearer to philatelists who 
may not have noticed this earlier.  

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
      Although New York private posts had issued stamps by 1842, and Postmasters were authorized to 
issue stamps by 1845, it was not until 1847 that the US Post office introduced nationwide stamps. At 
that time 5 cents and 10 cents were the standard postal rates, so the portrait of the Benjamin Franklin, 
the First Postmaster of USA (and also world renown scientist, author, diplomat, who had ensured 
adequate international 
recognition and commercial 
support during the 
INDEPENDENCE war period), 
was shown on the 5-cent 
stamp, and George 
Washington, the “Father of the 
Nation”, on the 10 cents 
stamp. For the Centenary 
International Philatelic 
exhibition held at New York 
in between 17-25 May 1947, 
this official Miniature sheet 
was authorized by the then 
Postmaster General and 
printed by the Govt Treasury 
Dept, which reproduced these 
two stamps most faithfully and 
well from the original plates.  
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      The 90 cents Abraham Lincoln definitive issued in 1869 is one of the rarest stamps, because of 
its odd value. For the World Stamp Expo 1989, a Miniature sheet and a separate 25 cents stamp was 
issued. The details in the Miniature sheet is self-explanatory and both faithfully reproduce this rare 
philatelic item. 

 

         

 
      A US and a stamp of Sweden were issued for 2 Exhibitions in 1986. The Swedish Exhibition was 
called Stockholmia 86 international stamp exhibition held in January1986, and the US one called 
Ameripex 86, held in May 1986. Out of stamps issued then, only the stamp design shown here was 
common - One shows the Swedish Stamp on stamps, and the other the US Stamp on stamps, both of 
which carry the same design. The design shows the only US stamp issued to honour the first Swedish 
and Finn immigrants to America, who settled in” New Sweden” in the East Coast of USA, and   2 of the 
Swedish stamp set issued in 1938, for this same landmark.  
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GERMANY  
 
      Early German stamps were not issued by a single nation, but by the about 32 kingdoms, 
principalities and city states that formed what became Germany. Some of these Germanic entities/ 
kingdoms issued their own stamps from 1849, while the Count of Thurn and Taxis, from their HQ in 
Frankfurt, continued to provide their ancient and historical postal services to the other kingdoms, by 
issuing stamps that were for common use by these entities. It was only in 1870-71 that a unified 
Germany was created, under the leadership of Prussia, with Berlin as their capital, and stamps for use 
by the whole nation were issued, under the name of Deutsche Reich. It is fortunate that the earliest 
stamps issued by the entities in Germany like the kingdom of Bavaria (Bayern) and Saxony (Sachsen) 
have been shared on modern German stamps as Stamp on stamps, and therefore are being shared 
here too.  
 
      The earliest uniform postage rate stamp (like the Penny Black of England), was the black 1 Kreuzer 
stamp, which was issued by the Kingdom of Bavaria (called Bayern in German), in 1849, which is 
shown here on a 100 Pfennig West German (Deutsche Budapest) stamp which also shows the British 
Penny Black, issued to mark 150 years of introduction of postal stamps. 

  

   
 

      All the earliest German stamps showed the numeral face value only, and not a picture of king or 
queen, as can be seen here.  Thereafter, from 1849 itself, the 1 Kreuzer black stamp was replaced by 
the 1 Kruezer pink, and blue 3 Kreuzer and brown 6 K values were added, and used till 1861. 
 
      The 20 pfennig German Stamp (Deutsche Post) on stamps, shown here to celebrate the centenary 
of the first German stamp, shows the Bavarian blue 3 Kreuzer stamp, which is the oldest after the Black 
1 Kreuzer stamp.   
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      From 1867, embossed stamps with the Bavarian Coat of Arms were introduced. The Carmine 
coloured 3 K Bavarian embossed Coat of Arms stamp issued from 1867 is shown on the 30 Pfennigs 
West German stamp of 1969.  Another early German stamp is the 3 pfennigs red stamp of the 
kingdom of Saxony (Sachsen), which was introduced in 1850, and is shown on the 50 pfennigs 
West German stamp.  
 

 
 
      The Dukedom of Thurn und Taxis, which had provided postal services earlier using the older, pre- 
uniform postal rates, and provided this service for nearly most other German entities, introduced 
postage stamps for the first time from 1852. Since Southern German kingdoms and principalities used 
Kreuzers as their currency, and the North German ones used Groschens as their currency, they had 
provided some stamps with K  currency values, and others with G  currency values. 
 

 
 

      Therefore the 20 pfennigs West German stamp issued to celebrate 125 years of issue of the first 
stamp, shows 3 stamps of the types that the postal authorities of the Count of Thurn and Taxis provided. 
When a North German postal system was established by Prussia, this Thurn and Taxis kingdom 
network was purchased by them. After the unification of Germany, the name on German stamps were 
changed   to DEUTSCHE REICHS and then REICH POST, and uniform currency of Reichmarks and 
pfennigs introduced.     
 
      German stamps were also issued for  their colonies in Africa or Pacific Ocean areas ( which were 
taken away during WW I ,  and made a Trust Territory allocated by The League of Nations to various 
Allied countries including France and Great Britain  ), and are  shown here on a 4 stamp  set  on Stamp  
on Stamps issued by one of their colonies in the Pacific Ocean , which is now called the Republic of  
Marshall Islands , and then was called Marshall-Inseln.  



                                                                        Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.89/July 2023 30 

 
 

      Two of the stamps show the Imperial German Reich Post stamps overprinted with their colonial 
name, and the other 2 show a picture each of the Royal yacht of Kaiser Wilhelm II, with the name of 
the colony printed on each stamp. Similarly, the German colony of Togo was given as a Trusteeship 
to France, which subsequently, after 1960 became the Republic of Togolese, a country in West Africa. 
They have also issued 2 Stamp on stamps showing the original German colonial stamps.  
 

 
 

      This article forms an introduction to this interesting philatelic topic, Stamp on stamps, and gives 
examples of different types of Stamp on stamps issued by a few countries to honour their old or rare 
stamps. Fortunately, there are many more countries which have issued stamps on this topic, so one 
can continue to write more articles on Stamp on stamps.   
 
      Many countries have produced Stamp on stamps to honour their philatelic history over the years. 
Future individual articles on stamps issued on this topic by countries like Australia, Canada, India, 
South Africa, Mauritius, Andorra, Ukraine Thailand, Japan etc., to name a few, will start to appear in 
this magazine from time to time, but with only one country being dealt with per article, unlike this article 
which is an introduction to this topic only, and therefore has a mixture of countries.  
 

(The images of stamps shown in this article are from author’s collection) 
 
References: 
 
1. Stamp on stamps in my collection have been used here. 
    In addition, I am most grateful to the following sources for relevant information:  
2. Physical stamp catalogs of India, Great Britain, Germany and USA.  
3. Googled articles on this topic  
4. Online country wise stamp catalogs.   
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ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING 
 
 

      The 11th Annual General Body Meeting (AGM) of the Ananthapuri Philatelic Association(APA)  held 
on Sunday 4th June 2023  at 12.00 noon in Hotel Town Tower (Opp. YMCA), Press Road, Statue, 
Thiruvananthapuram. 
 

    
 
      APA president Shri.R K Rajasekharan presided over the meeting.  Shri. Shyam Kumar welcomed 
the members.  Annual Report and Accounts for the year 2022-23 presented by the Secretary Shri. P. 
Mohanachandran Nair and Treasurer Shri. Jacob Philip was passed by the members. 
         

     
 
      Amriptpex2023 winners were felicitated in the function. Of the total 13 winners only two were 
presented. Shri. P. Mohanachandran Nair and C. Madhavan received the felicitation.  Another member 
Shri. Ramachandran Pillai, who won ‘Vana Mitra’ Award from the Department of Forests, Kerala State, 
was also felicitated.  At the end of AGM Dr. Satheesh gave a vote of thanks to all participants. 
 

      
 

      After AGM lunch was served to participants.  Thereafter Shri.P.Mohanachandran Nair made a 
PowerPoint presentation on ‘1948 Gandhi Stamps’ which was appreciated by all members.  At the end 
a spot auction took place.  After tea and snacks the meeting concluded at 5.00 pm. Thirty eight 
members attended the AGM. 

Association News 
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By P Mohanachandran Nair 
 

Enchanting Birds on India Post 
  

      Birds are warm blooded vertebrates with feathered wings, beaks or bills. Most 
birds can fly while others run, jump, swim and dive.  They build nests where they lay 
eggs and young can develop in safety.  About 10400 living species are found in the 
world of which more than 1300 species are in India.  Birds are very beautiful living 
creatures, which act as pollinators for plants, help in the control of pests and insects. 
 
      Birds need to be protected along with other wildlife for ecological balance and 
sustainable life on earth.  As the human population is increasing day by day, which 
increases the demand for land and other things which causes habitat loss of animals 
and birds, leads to degradation, fragmentation, deforestation etc.  Climate change 
such as change of land in use, nest damage from weather, heavier rainfall, flood, 
forest fire, global warming, earthquake etc also threatens the bird life. 
 

      India Post is keen about the above factors, and so it has launched a number of 
initiatives aimed at promoting bird conservation.  And so, birds are one of the important themes of India 
Post.  Number of beautiful stamps on birds issued by it were appreciated by philatelists. Most of these stamps 
are beautifully designed with hand drawn illustrations.  By issuing these bird stamps, India Post is playing an 
important role in promoting bird conservation and environmental awareness. 
 

      Capt. Vijay Wadhwa in his kindle edition book titled ‘Enchanting Birds on India Post’, compiled the stamps, 
Maxim Cards, Pictorial Postcards, Sheetlets etc. issued from 1931 to 2022.  Some pictorial postal cancellations 
on birds are also added at the end.  He listed 192 species of birds with its common name in alphabetical order 
at first and each species is described with colourful images in the order.  Common name and scientific name of 
the bird, date of stamp issued, purpose of issue, watermark, perforations, number issued etc. are 
given.  Scientific classification, Binomial name and a short note on the birds are also described.  The beautiful 
cover page is decorated with the image of a Peacock stamp issued by Jaipur State on 14.3.1931.  

 

                  
 

                                                  Some pages from the book 
 
 
      The foreword of this book was written by Dr. D. N. Choudhary, Associate Professor, University Department 
of Zoology, TMBU, Bhagalpur, Bihar.  This 282 page eBook (Kindle Edition) is published by Amazon.com and 
is priced at Rs.1069. 
  
      Regarding Indian birds, this book is very informative and readable. This excellent book is a must for all bird 
stamp collectors and bird lovers. 
 

Book Review 
 

 
 

Author 
Capt. Vijay Wadhwa 
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By Sreejesh Krishnan 

      On the occasion of 125th year of Mahatma Gandhi’s Pietermaritzburg station incident and Birth 
centenary of Nelson Mandela, a twin issue identical stamps Portraits of Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948) 
and Nelson Mandela (1918-2013) issued jointed by India and South Africa on 26th July 2018. 

             

      On the birthday of Nelson Mandela, two different portraits issued by Germany and South Africa on 
12th July 2018. 

                   

 

      Pan-African Postal Union jointly issued an Identical stamps and souvenir sheets On the occasion 
of 100th birthday of Nelson Mandela on various dates from  18 July 2018 to end of  December 2018. 

     

Mind Blowing Joint Issues - 24 
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Algeria - Burkina Faso - Central Africa - Djibouti - Gambia - Kenya – Liberia 
Sierra Leone - South Africa - Togo – Niger - Tunisia - Libya  
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  By Rajesh Chandran 

      Kaiser's Ships, also known as "Yacht" issues, were a series of postage stamps issued by German 
colonies between 1899 and 1919. The stamps feature various images of Kaiser Wilhelm II's yachts 
and were popular among collectors due to their unique designs and historical significance. In this 
article, you can get a detailed overview of the Kaiser's Ships stamps, including their issue dates, 
countries of origin, values, and printing types. 
 
Issue Dates: 
 
      The first Kaiser's Ships stamps were issued in 1899 by the German colony of Caroline Islands. The series 
was later expanded to include stamps from other German colonies, including German East Africa, German 
South West Africa, German New Guinea, and Samoa. The final stamps in the series were issued in 1919 by 
German East Africa. 
 
Countries Issued: 
 
      The following countries issued Kaiser's Ships stamps: 
 

- Caroline Islands (now part of the Federated States of Micronesia) 
- German East Africa (now part of Tanzania, Rwanda, and Burundi) 
- German South West Africa (now part of Namibia) 
- German New Guinea (now part of Papua New Guinea) 
- Samoa (now an independent state) 

 

          
 
 Values: 
 
      The values of Kaiser's Ships stamps varied depending on the country and the denomination of the stamp. 
In general, the stamps were issued in denominations ranging from 3 pfennig to 5 marks. Some of the most 
valuable stamps in the series include the 5-mark stamp from German South West Africa and the 4-mark stamp 
from German New Guinea. 
 
Printing Types: 
 
      The Kaiser's Ships stamps were printed using a variety of printing methods, including lithography, 
typography, and recess printing. The Caroline Islands stamps were printed using lithography, while the German 
East Africa stamps were printed using typography. The German South West Africa and German New Guinea 
stamps were printed using both typography and recess printing. The Samoa stamps were printed using recess 
printing. 
 
      The Kaiser's Ships stamps are an important part of philatelic history and are highly sought after by collectors 
around the world. The stamps were issued by several German colonies between 1899 and 1919 and feature 
various images of Kaiser Wilhelm II's yachts. The stamps were issued in a range of denominations and were 
printed using a variety of methods, making them a fascinating and diverse collection for collectors to explore. 
 

Kaiser’s Ships 
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UNITED NTIONS  
 

2023 World Oceans Day - Coral Reefs 
 

 

                             NEW YORK                                                                 VIENNA 

 

     
 
 
 
 

GENEVA 

 

 
 

Miniature Sheets 
Issued on 08.06.2023 

 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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NETHERLANDS 
 

Dutch Underwater World 
 

 

 
 

 

Miniature Sheets 
Issued on 16.06.2023 

 
 

CROATIA 
 

Croatian Marine Shrines 
 

 
 
 

Issued on 09.06.2023 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
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GOKAK : 05 August 2022 

Sankeswar Mukhya Dakh Ghar, Gokak Division 
 

SILCHAR : 11 October 2022 
ODOP - Betel Nut 

  
MUDKHERE : 10 January 2023 
ODOP - Spice Based Products 

 

BALLARI : 29 March 2023 
Sri Tekur Subrahmanyam 

  
VARANASI : 19 May 2023 

Ramnagar Bhanta, Varanasi 
 

VARANASI : 19 May 2023 
Banarasi Langda Aam (Mango) 

 

  
VARANASI : 19 May 2023 

Adamchini Chawal (Rice), Chandauli 
 

VARANASI : 19 May 2023 
Banarasi Paan (Betel Leaf) 

 

  
CHENNAI : 27 May 2023 

T. M. Thyagarajan - Centenary Year 
KOTHAMANGALAM COLLEGE : 29 June 2023 

Birth Centenary Celebrations of Prof. M. P. Varghese 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 

New Special Covers 
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World No Tobacco Day 
 

World Environment Day 
 

40th Anniversary of India’s 
First Cricket World Cup Win 

 
 

  

Bengaluru 
31.05.2023 

Panaji 
05.06.2023 

Bengaluru 
26.06.2023 

  
 

 

World Blood Donor Day 
 

 
 

 
 

Bengaluru 
14.06.2023 

Jaipur 
14.06.2023 

Mangaluru 
14.06.2023 

  
 

 

International Day of Yoga 
 

 
 

  
 

Panaji 
21.06.2023 

Nagpur 
21.06.2023 

Bengaluru 
21.06.2023 

 
 
 
 

New Special Cancellations 
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TAIPEI 2023 

     Taipei2023, the 39th Asian International Stamp Exhibition will be 
held at Taipei World Trade Centre Hall from 11 to 15 August 2023. Mr. 
Rajan Jayakar has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner 
for the Taipei 2023, 40th FIAP Asian International Stamp Exhibition, 
Taipei. 
 

Contact information: 
 

Rajan Motiram Jayakar 
Flat No.2, Court View, 
126, Maharshi Karve Road, 
Churchgate, Mumbai 400 020 

 

Email: rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com 
      Phone: +91-22-22820570, +91-22-22820572, 
      (M) +919821072417 

 

BANGLADESH 2023 

      Bangladesh 2023, the FIP sponsorship international stamp exhibition in 
association with Bangladesh Philatelic Federation will be held from 29 September 
to 02 October 2023 at the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, Segun, Bagicha, 
Dhaka, Bangladesh.  There will be approximately 400 frames will be available for 
competitive exhibits.  Exhibitors from invited FIP member federations shall be 
eligible for participating at BANGLADESH 2023. 

More details can be obtained from email: bpf_bd@yahoo.com  
or Website: www.bangladesh2023.com  

 
 
THAILAND 2023 

      The FIP sponsored international exhibition will be held at Grand Postal 
Building (GPO) Thailand from 27th November to 2nd December 2023.  About 
2500 frames of exhibits with FIP Grand Prix Club & Court of Honour displays 
and International dealers booths. 
 

      Mr. Pragya Kothari Jain has been appointed as the National Commissioner 
of India.  He may be contacted at 33-34, Prakash Kunj Apartment, Kaviraman 
Path, East Boring Road, Patna-800001. 

 
      Mob: 9709638790.  Email: philapragya@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.  Please send the matter in A4 size 

Word format.  Send the clear images in separate files. 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Forthcoming Events 
 

mailto:rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com
mailto:bpf_bd@yahoo.com
http://www.bangladesh2023.com/
mailto:philapragya@gmail.com
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66 Medium Regiment - Diamond Jubilee 

 

The Mahar Regiment 

  
Defence Accounts Department 

 

1872 Rocket Regiment (SMERCH) 

  
Kumaon Tithwal Warriors 

 

  
51 Armoured Regiment 

 

Army Dental Corps 

  
Indian Air Force - 33 Squadron 69 Medium Regiment - Diamond Jubilee 

 

 Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 

Some Army Postal Covers issued in 2023 
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Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 

www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
http://timbrophily.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVI. No.186 (June 2023) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 1/2023 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June & 
July. 2022) 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.170 - 171 (Apl - Jul 2022) 
Filacap – online. No.244 (June 2023) 
 

 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 
 
 
 

 

I S JAIN, JAIPUR 
 

We deal in India used stamps 
 

• Used commemorative 
 

Year Packs 

Themes also available 

100, 200, 500 different packets 

Individual stamps on demand 

•  Definitive series sets 

 

• Service Stamps 

 

• Meghdoot postcards 100 

different 
 

    Contact: 
I S JAIN 

463, Nemi Sagar Colony, Vashali, Jaipur-302 021 
 

Mobile: 9413975383.         WhatsApp: 9079830753 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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