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Dear Friends, 
 
      After monsoon here comes the festival season in India.  Of which the first one is the Onam, the 
harvest festival in India celebrated predominantly in Kerala.  It is the official festival of the state 
celebrated with varieties of cultural events.  This year’s celebrations start from 28th August to 6th 
September.  After Onam a series of festivals are going to be celebrated in the country.  During this 
festival season we wish full of joy and happiness throughout the year to our readers. 
 
      Nowadays I have come across many social media sites complaining about the pen cancellations 
on postage stamps.  I am also a victim of this issue many times.  Some beautiful stamps affixed on the 
envelopes were cancelled with pen in an ugly manner. Usually it is done at the delivery post office.  It 
is the duty of the post office where letters are posted should be cancelled with inked handstamp or 
machine cancel.  If they missed to apply for it, the delivery office can affix their Post Office Name Stamp 
on the stamps affixed instead of pen cancel.  As a philatelist’s view a used postage stamp with a pen 
cancel has no value. 
 
      In this regard the Department of Posts issued a circular No.46-60/2018-Phil dated 30th October 
2019 to all Circle Heads instructing them to circulate it in all concerned offices under them desisting 
from inappropriate cancellations including pen cancellations.  The postal authorities are requested to 
go through it. 
 
      I have written about this issue many times.  I once again request the department of posts to look 
into the matter urgently and take strict action against the violation. 
 
     Nothing more at this time.  I wish all our readers and their family a very blissful Onam. 
 
 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 
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Dear Secretary of the Bulletin. 
 
      I am looking forward every month for the Bulletin, which has so much of great stuff to read. One of 
my Indian collections are Subash Chandra Bose collection. I have included a private envelope from my 
Jai Hind collection.  
 
      Is there anyone who collect the same theme I hope they will contact me. 
 
      Email: indianaolsen@hotmail.com      
 
      Again, thank you so much for a well written Bulletin. 
 

Ole-Fredrik Olsen,  
Norway. 

 
 

      Another wonderful issue filled with topical articles that are always of interest.  From the Kaiser’s 
Yacht issues to Stamps on Stamps, you provided another thoroughly enjoyable reading experience. 
 
      Best, 

Mark Miller 
Swampscott, MA USA 

 
Sir, 
 
      The bullet is charming specially the article on Stamp on Stamp  
 

Kaustav Rajpandit  
kaustavrajpandit@gmail.com 

 
Dear Editor,  
 
      Yet another wonderful issue with good articles and many  informative notes.  It  proves  that your  
magazine is one of the best philatelic publications in India. 
 
      Keep it up.  Best regards, 

                                                                  Swaroop 
                                                                   Lucknow 

 

 
 
 
 

Readers’ Column 

 
 

mailto:indianaolsen@hotmail.com
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Sardar Antaji Mankeshwar Gandhe High Court of Orissa 

 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 04.07.2023 

 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 26.07.2023 

 
 

 
G20 Leaders’ Summit, New Delhi,2023 

 

 
 

Miniature Sheet 
Denomination: Rs.20-00 x 2 

Issued on 26.07.2023 
 

 

 

New Indian Issues 
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HARRY POTTER BIRTHDAY POSTCROSSING MEET 
 
      The second year of harry potter birthday postcrossing meet was a huge success and celebrated 
with full heart by Bengaluru Postcrossers on 29th July 2023 at the beautiful premises of Bharat Scouts 
and Guides Karnataka.  
 

     
 
      Approximately 25 people joined this meet up not only from Bengaluru but also from Jaipur and 
Chennai which includes children too. More than 500 cards were signed by all the attendees after 
introduction with each other and playing some harry potter themed puzzle. Everyone shared their 
experiences with fictional books by J K Rowling and movies on Harry potter and how they are still 
connected with the magical memories of their childhood linked with the same. Harry potter fans or 
potter heads are all across the world and this doesn’t limit to any age. 
 
 
THE FILA CAPSULE 
 
      The Eastern India Philatelists’ Association, Bhubaneswar started to 
resume its official publication “The Fila Capsule” as a quarterly e-
magazine.  Previously it was published as a bimonthly magazine in 
printed format as well as in electronic form for nearly five years from 
January 2006 to 2010. 
 
      Following members are the Advisors to Magazine: Dr. Nikhil Mohan 
Pattnaik, Dr.  Sahadev Sahu, Justice Manoranjan Mohanty, Sri. Ajit 
Kumar Dash and Sri. Ajay Kumar Barik  
 
      The Editorial Team include: Dr. Bibhudatta Mishra, Mr. Rakhel Dash, 
Mr. Bibhuti Mohan Mohanty, Mr. Sanjib Kumar Sahoo and Mr. Ajit Kumar 
Raut. 
 
      The new format of the magazine was issued for the quarter April to 
June 2023. 
 
 

News in Brief 
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AGM OF KOTTAYAM PHILATELIC AND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
 
      The Annual  General Body Meeting of Kottayam Philatelic and Numismatic Society will convene on 
6th August 2023 at Kottayam YMCA billiards room to present the Annual Report and Accounts. The 
election for governing council for the year 2023-25 will also take place.  The time schedule is 10.00 am 
to 5.30 pm.  The meeting also felicitate its members who were winners in Amritpex 2023.  Eminent 
philatelist Shri. O K Prakash will take an audio visual class on philately. Stamps and currency on Queen 
Elizabeth will be displayed by the members Shri. Jacob Mathai and Shri. Abdul Hakkim Moosa on the 
occasion. There will be 8 dealers’ tables arranged at the rate of Rs.500/- each.  For more details please 
contact the Secretary Mr. Atish Kumar Jain (Mobile:8086383125) or Joint Secretary Mr. Moosa, 
(Mobile: 9746231420) 
 
SPECIAL COVERS ON TRIBES AND TRIBAL PRODUCTS 
 
      Under the aegis of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 2.0, Department of Post is issuing 75 Special Covers 
on Tribes and Tribal Products in India.  Of which following four covers were issued in July 2023. 
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By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
      Initially the artists, engravers, etchers, and others who were involved with designing and producing 
a good stamp were unknown persons working behind the doors of well-known printers and suppliers 
of postage stamps, like Perkin Bacon & Co. (printers of the Penny Black), Courvoisier S.A. of 
Switzerland (the only printer to have its name printed at the bottom margin of an Independent India 
postage stamp for the 1948 Gandhiji stamps), Harrison & Sons Ltd, De La Rue, etc. etc. 
 
      It was only around 1950 that stamp designers became household names among philatelists. 
Perhaps the greatest was Czeslaw. L. Slania (1921-2005), who engraved his first stamp for his native 
country, Poland, in 1951, and from 1956 started engraving stamps for other countries with his base in 
Sweden and by 2005 had engraved more than 1547 stamps issued by 32 postal administrations, a 
record in the Guinness Book of World Records. His last engraved stamp was to commemorate the 60th 
session of the U.N. He also holds the world record for the largest engraved stamp, issued in 2000 for 
Sweden. For his Birth Centenary, countries like Faroes Island, Greenland, Denmark, Monaco, and of 
course Sweden and Poland have issued stamps to honnour him.  Stamps designed by him for 2 
different countries, focused on showing his ability to create variations in designs, are shared here 
under: 
 

 

 

 
 

      Another star in the philatelic world is David Gentleman of Britain, who in between 1962 and 2000, 
designed 103 stamps for Great Britain. He has also been honoured with a set of stamps recently by 
Britain, in which 6 of the stamps designed by him have been reproduced. Some of the stamps, chosen 
at random are shared here under (not as full sets except for one, but individual stamps from different 
sets to show variety) 
 

Half A Century Designing India Stamps: Shri. C R Pakrashi 
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      Another famous artist, who had designed stamps for Germany, is Elizabeth von Janota-Bzoweki, 
(1912- 2012) who designed her first stamp when she won the West German postal authority 
competition held in 1977 to mark the centenary of telephones in Germany, and there after went on to 
win 24 such competitions and design stamps. She has produced stamps with character studies of 
famous German personalities also like Prussian military strategist, C. von Clausewitz, German religious 
reformer, Martin Luther, and German author and poet, Goethe, the musician, Brahms etc. in a style 
quite different from her predecessors, and she also made other colourful stamps showing a post office 
counter of more than 150 years ago, folk dancer and their costumes etc. and at least 3 sets designed   
for German Europa stamps. She either used appropriate subdued pastel colours, or bright, compelling 
colours, depending on the subject. Stamps designed by her have appeared till 2001. She designed 
more than 30 stamps, mainly for West Germany, and also a few for the present German Republic 
(Deutschland), some of which are shown hereunder, to show how she brought about variations in her 
stamp designs. 
 
 

        
 

 

      The above is a background on few stamp designers, to give some idea about this subject on an 
international level.  India also had made progress in this direction, with the subject of this article, Shri 
Pakrashi leading the way, and acting as a link in between 2 generations of stamp designers, as we will 
see in the article.  
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STAMPS DESIGNED FOR INDIA POST  
 
      After Independence, designing stamps in India did not take off immediately. Mr.  T.I. Archer, who 
was one of the designers for the British India George VI definitive stamp set on postal transportation, 
issued from 1936, continued his work for Indian postal stamps with designing of the 1947 
Independence Day stamp set and the 29th May 1948 Inauguration of India-UK Air Service stamps.  
 

 
 

 

 
      The next set, the 4 stamps of Gandhi ji issued on 15th August 1948, was designed and printed by 
Courvoisier. 
 

      S.A. Switzerland, based on material supplied by the Government of India , and the first stamp set 
after formation of our Republic  issued on 26th January 1950 , was designed by artists of the leading 
advertising agency in India at that time, M/s. D.J. Keymer & Co. Apart from these cases, till end 1955, 
stamps were designed by the artists within India Security Press , Nasik , some of whom later started 
to be mentioned for their designing ability, as we will see in the article here under .   
 
      Only from 1955, did new designers and artists   start working for postage stamp designs, when a 
competition was held in 1955 to design a stamp for the 2500th Birth Anniversary of Lord Buddha for 
issuing in 1956. This is where Shri. C.R. Pakrashi, who had been working for the Government, including 
Directorate of Visual Publicity for about 10 years till then, showed his ability in the field of stamp 
designing, by winning the competition with a stylized design showing the Mahabodhi tree under which 
The Buddha attained enlightenment, and which was issued as a 2 Anna stamp on 24/05/1956. Thus, 
started the association of Shri. Pakrashi with India Post to design stamps, which lasted for more than 
half a century. 
 
      It wasn’t easy to keep designing stamps for India Post, nor did his postal stamp designing career 
take off immediately. Many renown artists contributed towards designing stamps for India Post, and 
paintings and sculptures by prominent and well-known artists were also used for production of Indian 
stamps. In addition, when prominent personalities were honoured, well know public portraits, or 
photographs submitted by their family, were converted into beautiful stamps, with appropriate frames 
and margin designs by artists from within Nasik Security Press itself. Therefore, to succeed, any artist 
from outside the Security Press network, who wanted to try and have their designs accepted, like Shri. 
Pakrashi, had to do research and produce stamps that were original as well as attractive. They also 
had to compete with prominent artists who submitted their works for stamps, like M/s. Atul Bose, 
Satyajit Ray, A. Ramachandran of Delhi, Pulak Biswas, Jyoti Bhatt, M.F. Hussain and others. 
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 Stamps designed by Shri.  A. Ramachandran 

      In addition, when homage was paid to famous artists, their original works were used on stamps, 
like the works of M/s. Raja Ravi Verma, S.H. Raza, M.F. Hussain, Jamini Roy, Nandalal Bose, Sailoz 
Mukherji, Amrita Sher Gill, Abanindranath Tagore, Gaganendranath Tagore and even a work by 
Rabindranath Tagore. 
 

 

 

 
This stamp designed by former advertising agency executive and 

creativity director, and famous, prize winning movie director,  
Sri Satyajit Ray, was for the Birth Centenary of  

Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore in 1962. 

Gurudev Rabidranath Tagore’s 
painting on a stamp 

 
 

      In addition, ancient or older paintings from Ajanta Caves, Rajasthan and Kishangarh school of 
painting, Kangra and Mughal school of paintings etc. Pathachitra, Madhubhani, Warli and art from the 
Havelis of Palani, apart from works of sculpture and architecture have been featured on our stamps. 
Eminent artists like M/s. J.P. Irani of Mumbai and O.T. Ravindra of Chennai have contributed their 
paintings for trees and flowers including Orchids. With so many original resources available within India 
itself for consideration for postage stamps, it is no wonder that postage stamp designers had to ensure 
the best possible design for each stamp. This was another challenge that postage stamp designers in 
India have to consider, and a challenge Pakrashi faced too. 

 
 

                                                               
Stamps issued in September 1982, for the Festival of India in Britain/France, with subject “Contemporary 

Art” showed eminent artist, Sri.  S. H. Raza’s painting called “Bindu”, and Sri M.F. Hussain’s  
“Between the spider and the lamp”. 
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This sculpture, called The Triumph of Labour, which is displayed at The Marina Beach, Chennai, is by famous 
sculptor and artist, Shri D.P. Ray Chowdhury (1899- 1975), first Indian principal of Govt. Madras (Chennai) 

school of Art, from 1929 to 1957, and was used for a 1959 stamp for the 40th Anniversary of I.L.O. 

 

    
 

Artists who specialize in painting plants and flowers also contributed, with the 2 stamps shown here by 
(left) Shri J.P. Irani and the 2 here (right) by Shri O.T. Ravindran. They are part of sets. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

In November 1971, this ancient 
and outstanding painting from the 

Ajanta caves was used for the 
stamp issued for the 25th 
Anniversary of UNESCO. 

These 2 paintings show the unique traditional art of India. The one 
showing the stylized painting of Radha is from the Kishangarh School 

of Miniature painting from a set of 4 issued in in 1973, and the 
second stamp is a Kangra school painting which is part of a 4-stamp 

set on Ritu (The seasons), miniature paintings of 1996. 

 
      Even after being included in the panel of stamp designers, designers like Pakrashi had to compete 
with others when they submitted their works , so although he  had submitted over a 100 different 
designs totally, in the period from 1956 , when his first design was converted in to a stamp, and 2008, 
when 2 stamps with his stamp design was issued, he had the privilege of having contributed to the 
creation of  56 different stamps.  
 

      Technically, it can be said that Mr. C.R. Pakrashi‘s designed stamps were issued over a period of 
6 decades, but after the first stamps issued in 1956, it wasn’t till the middle of 1960s that other stamps 
designed by him started to appear.  
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      A few of the more important stamps designed by this famous stamp designer are discussed here 
under, especially the ones in which his creativity and initiatives helped him overcome the challenges 
mentioned here above, and create some of the beautiful and innovative  stamps we can appreciate 
today . 
 

THE STAMP DESIGNS OF C.R. PAKRASHI  
 

      By the time Mr. Pakrashi breathed his last at the age of 96, in 2016, 56 of his stamp designs, apart 
from FDCs and cancellations populated the world of philately. Fortunately for us, he has written a book 
called “A Stamp is Born”, published in 2014, which is a useful guide, and information from which has 
been used for this article too. He was an art graduate from the Government School of Arts and Crafts, 
Calcutta/Kolkata, and although he had a lot of experience in commercial art and designing too, as he 
was employed as an Industrial Designer in the Ministry of Commerce when he commenced his career, 
he never had an idea or concept of stamp designing when he attempted his first design, he writes in 
his book. Many of his stamps were part of stamp sets in which other designers works were also included 
in the set. Therefore, such designers are also mentioned, when some of the stamps designed by him 
are discussed here under. Starting from the first stamp issued on 24/05/1956, to the last issued on 
21/08/2008, I discuss a few of his designs in these paragraphs.   
 

1.  STAMPS ISSUED FOR THE 2500th YEAR OF LORD BUDDHA’S BIRTH- The 
competition held for this subject in 1955, resulted in Mr. Pakrashi’s first success 
towards contributing to India Post stamps. Since images of the Buddha were 
prohibited as part of the conditions of this competition, he had designed a stylized 
version of a BODHI tree, with an arch shaped like the entrance of some of the 
famous Caves at Ajanta framing the Bodhi tree, with Buddhist decorative motifs 
added to the design, for which he won the first prize, he mentions. It was used for 
the 2 As. stamp issued on 24th May 1956 shown here. The design of another winner, 
artist R. D’Silva from Mumbai, was used for the 14 As stamp issued as part of this 
set.  

 
 

2.  14th NOVEMBER 1966 CHILDREN’S DAY STAMP- After a break of almost a 
decade, by mid 1966 Pakrashi got a chance to create his next design that got 
converted into a postage stamp.   The theme was on ‘Children & Peace ‘, and unlike 
the present Children’s Day stamps, it was not drawings by children which were 
shown during that period, but designs featuring a child. He found a suitable photo 
of his nephew as a baby, and designed a dove carrying a wreath to symbolize 
peace, as shown on this stamp. 
 

 

3.  1ST JULY 1966- THE ONE LAKH MILESTONE IN POST OFFICE COMMISSIONING MARKED 
WITH A STAMP-    The Hundred Thousandth, or the One Lakh mark in 
commissioning of Post Offices in India, if you take the Indian numbering system, 
was a land mark in the history of post Offices in India, to mark which a graphic 
commercial style design was submitted by Pakrashi and accepted, as we can see 
from the commemorative postage stamp shared here. (As at the end of 2022 there 
are over 1,59,000 post offices in India, out of which about 1,29,000 serve rural 
areas).   He used the motto of the postal services for Post offices “aharnisham 
sevamahe” (serving day and night) as an inspiration for this 2 colour stamp, with 
scarlet colour for day, and dark blue symbolizing night. The 100,000th post office 
was commissioned at Brahmpur -Chaurasta, in Buxar district, Bihar on 1st July 
1968, by when this stamp was ready.   
 
      With this he had reached the mark of 3 stamps as his contributed to the postage stamps of India, 
in his about 10th year of association with India post. 
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4.   2nd OCTOBER 1969- GANDHI BIRTH CENTENARY SET - The stamp designed for the Stamp 
Design Competition announced by India Post to celebrate the Birth Centenary of Gandhi ji in 1969, can 
be said to be the event that helped boost the reputation of Shri Pakrashi in the world of Stamp 
Designing. 
 

      After a lot of research on the values that Gandhi ji held close to his 
heart, the artist chose a picture depicting Gandhi ji spinning on a chakra, 
which he managed to get from P.T.I., and on the right hand of the stamp 
he drew a Sun (representing Satya/ Truth), and a lotus (representing 
ahimsa/ non-violence), as shown on the Rs.5 stamp shown here. (The 
other stamps were designed by the following artists: 1. Re. 0.20 p by Shri 
Suraj Sadan, who had met Gandhi ji while at a refugee camp, and although 
settled in Canada now, continues to hold art exhibitions centered around 

Gandhi ji, including paintings made by himself, apart from other artists. 2. Re 1. stamp is based on a 
woodcut by the reputed, Santhiniketan based artist, Shri Nandalal Bose, and the Re. 0.75p stamp is 
by Shri P.B. Chitnis of Indian Security Press, Nasik. 
 
5.  10th APRIL 1973- JAI BANGLA - The stamp shown here, with the slogan Jai 
Bangla, was issued by India after the liberation of Bangladesh, to coincide with the 
inauguration of the First Parliament in Bangladesh, with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
as the first P.M. After trying about 5-6 different designs, this artist finally settled on 
a map of Bangladesh and flag, with an outline of a blooming safla/sapla (called 
water lily in English) flower, seen from on top, in the background, which is the 
national flower of Bangladesh (and of Sri Lanka too). 

 
6.  13th APRIL 1973- HOMAGE TO MARTYS - This stamp, shown here, was 
issued to coincide with the 1919 anniversary of the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, 
and shows a flame to symbolize the indomitable spirit of our Martyrs, and our 
national flag, depicted as the rising sun of freedom. In his book, Shri Pakrashi also 
mentions that the flag’s colour on the stamp, instead of being saffron, was reddish 
in colour, which was because as the printing had to be rushed, the proof reader at 
the printing stage did not take required precautions, and thereafter, Our Parliament 
had quite correctly protested against it, as a Postage Stamp is a representative of 
the nation.  
 

 
 

      Later, a setenant stamp paying Homage to Martyrs, also designed by this artist, and which is also 
shown here, which was issued on 15th August 1998 to pay homage, to coincide with the Golden Jubilee 
of Independence, in which many shades of red are present, was carefully scrutinized. Many others also 
designed by Shri Pakrashi, showing our national colours, some of which are mentioned in this article, 
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were very carefully scrutinized from then onwards, to cross check and ensure the colours of our national 
flag are perfect. 
7.  3rd OCTOBER 1974 STAMP - UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION - To 
celebrate the centenary of this organization, India as a member to UPU 
decided to participate, and various artists were called upon to design 
appropriate stamps. Shri Pakrashi submitted about 4 designs out of which 
one showing the UPU emblem, shown here (0.25 p) was issued as seen on 
this stamp. The other were by 2 eminent artists, namely, Shri A. 
Ramachandran of Delhi, whose design in Madhubani art style graced the 
Re.1 stamp to represent “all the world makes one simple nest”, and Shri Jyoti Bhatt, who made a 
stylized design to represent U.P.U., which became the Rs.2 stamp.  
 
8.  In between August 1973 and 1982, many individual designs by this designer were used for stamps, 
which are listed here and some of them are also shown - 
 
1973 - Gandhi ji and Nehru ji. 
1980 - Institute of Engineers; 
1980 - 150 years of Scottish Church College, Calcutta 
1981 - Sanjay Gandhi. 
1982 - Telephone Centenary 
 

     
 

1982 - IX Asian Games, Delhi - Out of a total of   12 stamps issued for this event, 3 were designed by 
C.R. Pakrashi (and 2 by eminent artist A. Ramachandran). 
 
9. 30th December 1982 - INPEX 1982, NEW DELHI - Shri Pakrashi was commissioned to design 2 
stamps for this event. The first was to depict the earliest RMS railway wagon, and the second a stamp 
showing the first stamp of Queen Victoria issued for India, in 1854, and also the first stamp showing 
our national flag in the first Indian issue after our Independence, in a stamp in stamp format. The first, 
according to the book the author wrote, proved almost impossible to locate, till a blueprint of a RMS 
van of 1902 was located and used to produce the 0.50p stamp. In the background can be seen a 
silhouette of the oldest working steam engine in the world, The Fairy Queen, in a similar manner in 
which a Sapla flower was used for the Jai Bangla stamp, as a full blooming flower in white silhouette 
in the background.  The stamps on Stamp was issued as a Rs.2 stamp. Both stamps are shared here.   
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10.  10th May 1984 - INDIA’S STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM - The Postal Department had decided to 
honour 4 heroes who during the Revolt of 1857 against the British, laid down their lives for our country. 
They were Tantya Tope, Begum Hazrat Mahal, Nana Sahib and Mangal Pandey, the last being the 
soldier who started the Revolt against the British at Barrackpore, near Kolkata. His act of defiance was 
followed by a Mutiny at Meerut, Punjab, on 9th May 1857 by 85 soldiers, which soon became a full-
fledged Revolt. Nana Saheb, the adopted son of Peshwa Baji Rao II, was deprived of his rights under 
the Doctorine of Lapse by the British on the death of his father, and his close friend Tatiya Tope, 
provided a leadership to the revolutionaries at Kanpur. Begum Hazrat Mahal, the wife of Wajid Ali Shah 
of Lucknow, who had been exiled to Kolkata, provided the leadership at Lucknow. They were chosen 
and after finding authenticated illustrations of these 4 Martyrs, the stamps shown here were designed. 
The artist also designed the First Day Cover, where weapons used by the Indians during the 1857 
Revolution are shown on this design. In his book, “A Stamp Is Born” C.R. Pakrasahi says that the size 
of the original artwork he made for each of these stamps, were 4-5 times the size of the stamps, so 
that the finer details could be added, for both the men and women’s dresses jewellery etc.  
 

 
 
 
 

11. 28th DECEMBER 1985- INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 
CENTENARY - Almost 10 different designs were made, submitted and 
examined, before the setenant stamp set showing the Presidents of the 
Indian National Congress, starting with A.O. Hume, and ending with the 
then P.M. who was also President of Congress Party, Shri Rajiv Gandhi. 
shown here, was finalized. The artist said that he had made each portrait 
for the stamp for half tone printing, but when the printing expert advised 
that this would delay the printing of the stamps and the deadline would be 
missed, the leaders were portrayed finally in line drawing portrait mode.    

 
 

 
12.  29th SEPTEMBER 1990 - XIth ASIAN GAMES, BEIJING - Out 
of the 4 stamps issued for this prestigious Sports event, 2 stamps 
were designed by Pakrashi which are shared here. Out of these, one 
was inspired by a photograph of P.T. Usha taking off at the start line 
for one of her races.  The third stamp showing archery, was designed 
by Shri R.N. Pasricha, and the 4th one showing Kabaddi,  a subject 
decided in the last moment, was by an artist of Indian Security Press, 
Nasik. 
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13.  14th FEBRUARY 1986 - INPEX 1986 -One of the 2 stamps issued 
for Inpex 86, held at Jaipur, Rajasthan was designed by this stamp 
designer. After discussing various possible ideas with Postal 
Authorities there, the unique idea of the Camel Post office, which acted 
as a mobile post office taking mail to the far flung and remote villages 
located in the deserts of Rajasthan, appealed to him, and he made the 
design shown here. In his book, Pakrashi mentions that the desert in 
the foreground was made bigger in size than show in the stamp on 
purpose, to show the vastness of the desert and the isolation of the 
postmen who manage Camel Post , but the Indian Security Press artist who scrutinized the final work 
before printing, cut down this part, and because of this reason  the credit was given to them for this 
stamp design in the records, although Pakrashi did get his fees for designing this stamp. The second 
stamp in this set was designed by artists od ISP, Nasik and shows the famous pink hued Hawaii Mahal 
of Jaipur with the first stamp issued by Jaipur State incorporated in the design.  
 

14.  11th SEPTEMBER 1993- CENTENARY OF SWAMI VIVEKANANDA’S CHICAGO SPEECH -  
The design of the famous Art Institute Building , Chicago, USA, where the famous speech by Swami 

Vivekananda, starting with the opening lines “Brothers and sisters of America” took 
place, shown on the background  in this this stamp, and was provided  by the 
Ramakrishna Mission, New Delhi, and the picture of the Swamiji, prominently 
placed on the foreground, was chosen by the artist as he had been fascinated by 
this portrait from his childhood. What many probably do not know is that the ruler  
of Ramanathapuram, Sri Bhaskara Sethupathi (1868-1903), whose family had 
been the rulers of Ramanathapuram from time immemorial, had received and 
shown the invitation to World Religion Conference to Swamiji (which he had 
received  as the inherited  traditional  protector and caretaker of the Ramalinga Idol 
at Rameswaram temple, and Trustee of Rameswaram temple, T.N.), and he 

decided that Swami Vivekananda was a more deserving representative of India then  himself, and 
helped finance his travel. On his success and his return to India, Swamiji was personally received by 
The Sethupathi at a beach near Pambam, which is now called Kunthukal (meaning stepping foot), 
where a huge reception was held, speeches made, and a memorial erected (source: Dr. Vinay Nalwa 
of New Delhi).  
 

15.  29th NOVEMBER 1994 - SHRI. J.R.D. TATA - This stamp used a 
photograph of Shri.  J.R.D. Tata, which was converted within an oval frame 
and panels showing activities of the various Tata industries, on a larger, 
rectangular stamp format so that all the industries in the format could be 
seen easily, thereby making it an attractive, and relevant design. It was 
released on the date given here, by the President of India, Dr. Shankar 
Dayal Sharma, in the presence of Shri Ratan Tata and other dignitaries. 
 
16.  26th June 1995 - 50 YEARS OF UNITED NATIONS - The  role played by India in the activities of 
the United Nations, right from the beginning, made the design of this stamp very important.  After 
experimenting with more than 5 designs showing various nation depicted by different symbolic colours, 
and ideas from a 12-page calendar showing UN developmental activities in India, the artist and author 
Pakrashi writes in his book, the 2 stamps depicted here were chosen. The Re. 1 stamp shows the 

hands of many nations, symbolized by various colour dabs, 
holding the hand of the UN symbolized by the UN Logo on it. The 
Rs.6 stamp, representing the International postage  rate at that 
period, used 3 vertical bar charts to show the following areas in 
which UN  contribution to India’s development took place the 
green band represents developments in the area of farming a 
farmer and a wheat field, the red band represents health care and 
medicines showing a mother nursing her child in a rural setting, 
and the blue band show contribution to basic education 
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symbolized  by the student, with contribution to electricity and solar energy   also incorporated in the 
design.  
 

17.  From 1989 to 2001, Shri Pakrashi designed many stamps, some of which are listed here under, 
and some of these stamps also shared  
 

      
 

For India 89 World Philatelic Exhibition, New Delhi, he designed the Bombay GPO Stamp. 
The other showing the Bangalore GPO is by Shri C L Meena. 

 

  
The 1992 National Archives centenary stamp 

 

The 1993 Shri Dinanath Mangeshkar stamp. 
 

  
The 1993 issued National Integration stamp.  

 
One of the 2 INPEX 1993 stamps, which 

shows EMS speed post mail is his design. 
 

 

  
1994 stamp on Institute of Mental 

Health, Madras / Chennai 
1995 Indian National 
Science Academy. 

One of the 2 Greetings stamps 
Issued in 2001, by  

Shri. Pakrashi.  The other 
stamp was designed by 

Shri. Kamaleshwar Singh 
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18.  9th AUGUST 1983- AICC QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT RESOLUTION - This very important landmark 
in India’s struggle for freedom, is associated with these stamps. On 8th August 1942. in the middle of 
WW II, during the Congress Session at Mumbai, the “Quit India” resolution was passed, and by night 
Gandhiji, Nehruji and all prominent male leaders were arrested, but the next day the National Flag, as 
planned, was raised at the AICC meeting venue, called, Gowalia Tank, by mainly the lady leaders of 
AICC, led by Smt. Aruna Asif Ali.  As shown on the cover, in the sketch made by Shri Pakrashi, many 
of those present were harmed at that venue by tear gas shells fired by police. This venue has since 
been renamed   August Kranti Maidan, and the Gandhi Smruti Sthamb erected at that site. The Stamp 
celebrating the AICC Quit India Resolution showing Gandhi ji and Nehruji, was also designed by C.R. 
Pakrashi, and another 2 stamps, shows Ms. Madeline Slade, daughter of a British navy Admiral, who 
was a close follower of Gandhiji.  Gandhiji had named her Meera Behn. Shri Madhav Desai, the long-
time Personal Secretary of Gandhiji is on the third stamp. Both the latter stamps are by artists of Indian 
Security Press, Nasik. This set of stamps were the first in a long series of stamps, in which design 
national colour bands are shown on either side of each picture, as illustrated in these 3 stamps. This 
series of stamps honour national leaders, revolutionaries and martyrs, and were issued till at least 
1989.  
 

 
 

19.  20th MAY  2008 - SHRI SHRIDHI SAI BABA - After having designed his last stamp for India Post 
in 2001, he was approached by India Post to design stamps on Shri P.C. Barua, Shri Uttam Kumar 
(His stamp was however issued based on design by Shri Sankha Samanta), Ustad Bismillah Khan and 
Shri. Shridi Sai Baba, at the age of 86. After reading details about Shri Shridi Sai Baba, the artist wrote 
in his book, he managed to find 3 inspiring figures of Sai Baba, and after 
adding appropriate backgrounds, he submitted all 3. All 3 were accepted. 
He was also allowed to use a bigger vertical stamp format for the art work 
which was used for the stamp, and his other 2 submissions were used for 
the FDC and the information Brochure as can be seen here. Normally, 
the stamp, sometimes with the cancellation design, are used on the cover 
of an India Post information Brochure which accompanies an FDC, and 
therefore this was a rare exception and privileged. More about this in the 
concluding paragraphs of this article.  
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      The proposed commemorative stamp on Shri P.C. Barua, the famous Assamese film director, has 
not been issued till date as far as I know, and the works of another designer was finally used for the 
famous actor Shri Uttam Kumar, who had played the leading hero roles in both Bengali and Hindi 
movies. Such dropping of stamp designs submitted by even the best stamp designers is not an 
exception, even internationally, as a more appropriate design is often accepted. 
 
20.  21st AUGUST 2008- USTAD BISMILLAH KHAN - This is the final 
stamp design submitted by Shri Pakrashi and accepted by India post. He 
had submitted 5 alternate designs depicting the popular personality of 
Ustad Bismillah Khan for the proposed stamp, out of which the one on 
the stamp shown here, was used, the second was used for the FDC, and 
the third for the India post information Brochure, as was the case for the 
stamp on Shri Shirdi Sai Baba. 
 

              
 
 

CONCLUSION  
 

      It can be said that, because of his long tenure as a successful stamp designer,   Shri C.R. Pakrashi 
was a common factor, and a bridge in between Indian artists who contributed to stamps at the 
beginning, say upto 1980s, and those who are the present contributors. A link in between the  era  of 
artists like P. Chitnis, Charanjit Lal, A. Ramachandran, Shyama Sambai, Benoy Sarkar, M.F. Hussain, 
J.P. Irani, O.T. Ravindra and D. Makhmoor, on one side, and newer designers and artists like R.N. 
Pasricha , C.M. Pardesi, Chaitanya Joshi, Sankha  Samanta, P. Biswas, Suresh Kumar, Brahm 
Prakash, Kamleshwar Singh, and Ms. B. Mirchandani, and others like Ms. Alka Sharma of Indian 
Security Press, who upgraded themselves from designing cancellations to designing stamps and  
FDCs too, based on material presented by concerned proponent who are connected with the stamp 
being issued.  
  
      Designers not only design the stamp , FDC and /or cancellations, but as we have seen in the case 
of the last 2 stamps based on Shri Pakrashi’s designs, the information Brochure as well.  In 2008-2009, 
I find that not only did he contribute to brochure designs with a different illustration for the brochure, 
but also did several other of the designers named above. However by 2010 most brochures reverted 
back to the old design of putting the stamp design on top of the brochure, or even just inserting an 
information card with only text.  
 
      This article is a short survey on stamp designing in general, centered around the stamp designs of Shri 
Pakrashi. Fortunately, the stamps and FDCs shown here are in my collection, along with the India Post 
information Brochure, so quite a lot of information could be got from there. In addition, the interesting and detailed 
book written by Shri Pakrashi called A STAMP IS BORN, gives a good idea about the challenges faced in 
gathering relevant information and using a creative process to form something that conveys the message well, 
while looking presentable, some of which points I have also shared in this article.  
 
      I also would like to thank the publishers of Phila India’s Guide Book and Stamp Catalogue, which gives 
names of the designers of many of the Indian stamps, alongside the  relevant illustrations, and was a great help 
in forming this article.  



                                                                    Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.90/August 2023 22 

 
 

By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
https://www.facebook.com/philately.information 

 

 

 

Mauritius "Post Office" Stamps 

 

   
 

 
 

      The first British Colonial postage stamps were issued in Mauritius in 1847. These are the famous 
Post Office issue, so called because of the inscription in the left margin. The design and colours were 
based upon the stamps of Great Britain of the same period. 
 
      Some of the 1d stamps were used on covers that contained invitations to a ball organised by Lady 
Gomm, the wife of the Governor. Three such covers exist today and are of the first importance in 
philately. 
 
      Only 14 copies of the 1d orange-red and 12 copies of the 2d deep blue are known to exist today. 
These stamps are some of the most famous and important of all philatelic rarities. 
 

 

Reference : 
 

Image of Stamp #1 : https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/1/13/Mauritius_stamp.jpg/150px-
Mauritius_stamp.jpg 
Image of Stamp #2 : https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/1/16/Modry_mauritius.jpg/150px-
Modry_mauritius.jpg 
Image of the Cover : https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/mauritius-1847-post-office-issue-1d-orange-red 
Text : https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/mauritius-1847-post-office-issue-1d-orange-red 
 

 

Stamp of the month 
 

https://www.facebook.com/philately.information
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Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar 

 
      The United States of America is a federal republic consisting of 50 states, a federal district 
(Washington, D.C., the capital city of the United States), five major territories, and various minor 
islands. Both the states and the United States as a whole are each sovereign jurisdictions. The Tenth 
Amendment to the United States Constitution allows states to exercise all powers of government not 
delegated to the federal government. Each state has its own constitution and government, and all 
states and their residents are represented in the federal Congress, a bicameral legislature consisting 
of the Senate and the House of Representatives. Each state is represented by two senators, while 
representatives are distributed among the states in proportion to the most recent constitutionally 
mandated decennial census. Additionally, each state is entitled to select a number of electors to vote 
in the Electoral College, the body that elects the president of the United States, equal to the total of 
representatives and senators in Congress from that state. The federal district does not have 
representatives in the Senate, but has a non-voting delegate in the House, and it is also entitled to 
electors in the Electoral College. Congress can admit more states, but it cannot create a new state 
from territory of an existing state or merge of two or more states into one without the consent of all 
states involved, and each new state is admitted on an equal footing with the existing states. 
 

      The largest state by population is California, with a population of 39,538,223 people, while the 
smallest is Wyoming, with a population of 576,851 people; the federal district has a larger population 
(689,545) than both Wyoming and Vermont. The largest state by area is Alaska, encompassing 
665,384 square miles (1,723,337 square kilometers), while the smallest is Rhode Island, 
encompassing 1,545 square miles (4,001 square kilometers). The most recent states to be admitted, 
Alaska and Hawaii, were admitted in 1959. The largest territory by population is Puerto Rico, with a 
population of 3,285,874 people (larger than 21 states), while the smallest is the Northern Mariana 
Islands, with a population of 47,329 people. Puerto Rico is the largest territory by area, encompassing 
5,325 square miles (13,791 square kilometers); the smallest territory, Kingman Reef, encompasses 
only 0.005 square miles (0.01 square kilometers). 
 
      The national flag of the United States (often referred to as the American flag or the U.S. flag) 
consists of thirteen equal horizontal stripes of red (top and bottom) alternating with white, with a blue 
rectangle in the canton (referred to specifically as the "union") bearing fifty small, white, five-pointed 
stars arranged in nine offset horizontal rows, where rows of six stars (top and bottom) alternate with 
rows of five stars. The 50 stars on the flag represent the 50 U.S. states, and the 13 stripes represent 
the thirteen British colonies that declared independence from Great Britain and thus became the first 
states in the U.S. Nicknames for the flag include the Stars and Stripes, Old Glory, and the Star-
Spangled Banner. 
 

      The current design of the U.S. flag is its 27th; the design of the flag has been modified officially 26 
times since 1777. The 48-star flag was in effect for 47 years until the 49-star version became official 
on July 4, 1959. The 50-star flag was ordered by then president Eisenhower on August 21, 1959, and 
was adopted in July 1960. It is the longest-used version of the U.S. flag and has been in use for over 
62 years.  
 
      The flags of the U.S. states, territories, and the District of Columbia (Washington, D.C.) exhibit a 
variety of regional influences and local histories, as well as different styles and design principles. 
Modern U.S. state flags date from the turn of the 20th century, when states considered distinctive 
symbols for the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago, Illinois. Most U.S. state flags were 
designed and adopted between 1893 and World War I. 
 

State Flags of United States of America 
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      Despite a variety of designs, the majority of the states' flags share the same design pattern 
consisting of the state seal superimposed on a monochrome background, commonly a shade of blue, 
which remains a source of criticism from vexillologists. According to a 2001 survey by the North 
American Vexillological Association, New Mexico has the best-designed flag of any U.S. state, U.S. 
territory, or Canadian province, while Georgia's state flag was rated the worst (the latter of which has 
been changed since the survey was conducted). 
 

State with Postal 
Abbreviation  

Capital Ratification or 
Admission 

Population  
(2020 census) 

 

Albama (AL) Montgomery 14, December, 1819 5,024,279 

Alaska (AK) Juneau  3, January, 1959 733,391 

Arizona (AZ) Phoneix 14, February, 1912 7,151,502 

Arkansas (AR) Little Rock 15, June, 1936 3,011,524 

California (CA) Sacramento 9, September, 1850 39,538,223 

Colorado (CO) Denver 1, August, 1876 5,773,714 

Connecticut (CT) Hartford 9, January, 1788 3,605,944 

Delaware (DE) Dover 7, December, 1787 989,948 

Florida (FL) Tallahassee 3, March, 1845 21,538,187 

Georgia (GA) Atlanta 2, January, 1788 10,711,908 

Hawaii (HI) Honolulu 21, August, 1959 1,455,271 

Idaho (ID) Boise 3, July, 1890 1,839,106 

Illinois (IL) Springfield 3, December, 1818 12,812,508  

Indiana (IN)  Indianapolis 11, December, 1816 6,785,528  

Iowa (IA) Des Moines 28, December, 1846 3,190,369  

Kansas (KS) Topeka 29, January, 1861 2,937,880  

Kentucky (KY) Frankfort 1, June, 1792 4,505,836 

Louisiana (LA) Baton Rogue 30, April, 1812 4,657,757 

Maine (ME) Augusta 15, March, 1820 1,362,359  

Maryland (MD)  Annapolis 28, April, 1788 6,177,224   

Massachusetts (MA) Boston 6, February, 1788 7,029,917 

Michigan (MI) Lansing 26, January, 1837 10,077,331 

Minnesota (MN) Saint Paul 11, May, 1858 5,706,494   

Mississippi (MS) Jackson  10, December, 1817 2,961,279 

Missouri (MO)  Jefferson City 10, August, 1821 6,154,913   

Montana (MT) Helena  8, November, 1889 1,084,225 

Nebraska (NE) Lincoln 1, March, 1867 1,961,504 

Nevada (NV) Carson City 31, October, 1864 3,104,614   

New Hampshire (NH) Concord 21, June, 1788 1,377,529 

New Jersey (NJ) Trenton 18, December, 1787 9,288,994 

New York (NY)  Albany 26, July, 1788 20,201,249 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.90/August 2023 25 

North Carolina (NC) Raleigh 21, November, 1789 10,439,388 

North Dakota (ND)  Bismarck  2, November, 1889 779,094 

Ohio (OH) Columbus 1, March, 1803 11,799,448 

Oklahoma (OK) Oklahoma City 16, November, 1907 3,959,353 

Oregon (OR) Salem 14, February, 1859 4,237,256 

Pennsylvania (PA) Harrisburg 12, December, 1787 13,002,700 

Rhode Island (RH) Providence  29, May, 1790 1,097,379 

South Carolina (SC) Columbia 23, May, 1788 5,118,425 

South Dakota (SD) Pierre 2, November, 1889 886,667 

Tennessee (TN) Nashville  1, June, 1796 6,910,840   

Texas (TX) Austin 29, December, 1845 29,145,505 

Utah (UT) Salt Lake City 4, January, 1896 3,271,616 

Vermont (VT) Montpelier 4, March, 1791 643,077 

Virginia (VA) Richmond 25, June, 1788 8,631,393 

Washington (WA) Olympia 11, November, 1889 7,705,281 

West Virginia (WV) Charleston 20, June, 1863 1,793,716 

Wisconsin (WI) Madison 29, May, 1848 5,893,718   

Wyoming (WY) Cheyenne 10, July, 1890 576,851 

 

Alabama 
 
      Alabama  is a state in the Southeastern region of the United States, bordered by Tennessee to the 
north; Georgia to the east; Florida and the Gulf of Mexico to the south; and Mississippi to the west. 
Alabama is the 30th largest by area[9] and the 24th-most populous of the U.S. states. 
 
      Alabama is nicknamed the Yellowhammer State, after the state bird. Alabama is also known as the 
"Heart of Dixie" and the "Cotton State". The state tree is the longleaf pine, and the state flower is the 
camellia. Alabama's capital is Montgomery, and its largest city by population and area is Huntsville. Its 
oldest city is Mobile, founded by French colonists (Alabama Creoles) in 1702 as the capital of French 
Louisiana. Greater Birmingham is Alabama's largest metropolitan area and its economic center. 
 
Alaska 
 
      Alaska  is a U.S. state on the northwest extremity of North America. A semi-exclave of the U.S., it 
borders British Columbia and Yukon in Canada to the east, and it shares a western maritime border in 
the Bering Strait with the Russian Federation's Chukotka Autonomous Okrug. To the north are the 
Chukchi and Beaufort Seas of the Arctic Ocean, and the Pacific Ocean lies to the south and southwest. 
 
      Alaska is the largest U.S. state by area, comprising more total area than the next three largest 
states of Texas, California, and Montana combined, and is the seventh-largest subnational division in 
the world. It is the third-least populous and most sparsely populated U.S. state, but with a population 
of 736,081 as of 2020, is the continent's most populous territory located mostly north of the 60th 
parallel, with more than quadruple the combined populations of Northern Canada and Greenland. The 
state capital of Juneau is the second-largest city in the United States by area, and the former capital 
of Alaska, Sitka, is the largest U.S. city by area. Approximately half of Alaska's residents live within the 
Anchorage metropolitan area. 
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Arizona 
 
      Arizona  is a state in the Southwestern United States. It is the 6th-largest and the 14th-most-
populous of the 50 states. Its capital and largest city is Phoenix. Arizona is part of the Four Corners 
region with Utah to the north, Colorado to the northeast, and New Mexico to the east; its other 
neighbouring states are Nevada to the northwest, California to the west and the Mexican states of 
Sonora and Baja California to the south and southwest. 
 
      Arizona is the 48th state and last of the contiguous states to be admitted to the Union, achieving 
statehood on February 14, 1912. Historically part of the territory of Alta California in New Spain, it 
became part of independent Mexico in 1821. After being defeated in the Mexican–American War, 
Mexico ceded much of this territory to the United States in 1848. The southernmost portion of the state 
was acquired in 1853 through the Gadsden Purchase. 
 
Arkansas 
 
      Arkansas  is a landlocked state in the south-central region of the Southern United States. It is 
bordered by Missouri to the north, Tennessee and Mississippi to the east, Louisiana to the south, and 
Texas and Oklahoma to the west. Its name is from the Osage language, a Dhegiha Siouan language, 
and referred to their relatives, the Quapaw people. The state's diverse geography ranges from the 
mountainous regions of the Ozark and Ouachita Mountains, which make up the U.S. Interior Highlands, 
to the densely forested land in the south known as the Arkansas Timberlands, to the eastern lowlands 
along the Mississippi River and the Arkansas Delta. 
 
      Arkansas is the 29th largest by area and the 34th most populous state, with a population of just 
over 3 million at the 2020 census. The capital and most populous city is Little Rock, in the central part 
of the state, a hub for transportation, business, culture, and government. The northwestern corner of 
the state, including the Fayetteville–Springdale–Rogers Metropolitan Area and Fort Smith metropolitan 
area, is a population, education, and economic center. The largest city in the state's eastern part is 
Jonesboro. The largest city in the state's southeastern part is Pine Bluff. 
 
California 
 
      California is a state in the Western United States, located along the Pacific Coast. With nearly 39.2 
million residents across a total area of approximately 163,696 square miles (423,970 km2), it is the 
most populous U.S. state and the third-largest by area. It is also the most populated subnational entity 
in North America and the 34th most populous in the world. The Greater Los Angeles and San Francisco 
Bay areas are the nation's second and fifth most populous urban regions respectively, with the former 
having more than 18.7 million residents and the latter having over 9.6 million. Sacramento is the state's 
capital, while Los Angeles is the most populous city in the state and the second most populous city in 
the country. San Francisco is the second most densely populated major city in the country. Los Angeles 
County is the country's most populous, while San Bernardino County is the largest county by area in 
the country. California borders Oregon to the north, Nevada and Arizona to the east, the Mexican state 
of Baja California to the south; and it has a coastline along the Pacific Ocean to the west. 
 
Colorado 
 
      Colorado  is a state in the Mountain West sub-region of the Western United States. It encompasses 
most of the Southern Rocky Mountains, as well as the northeastern portion of the Colorado Plateau 
and the western edge of the Great Plains. Colorado is the eighth most extensive and 21st most 
populous U.S. state. The United States Census Bureau estimated the population of Colorado at 
5,839,926 as of July 1, 2022, a 1.15% increase since the 2020 United States census. 
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      The region has been inhabited by Native Americans and their ancestors for at least 13,500 years 
and possibly much longer. The eastern edge of the Rocky Mountains was a major migration route for 
early peoples who spread throughout the Americas. In 1848, much of the region was annexed to the 
United States with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. The Pike's Peak Gold Rush of 1858-1862 created 
an influx of settlers. On February 28, 1861, U.S. President James Buchanan signed an act creating the 
Territory of Colorado, and on August 1, 1876, President Ulysses S. Grant signed Proclamation 230 
admitting Colorado to the Union as the 38th state. The Spanish adjective "colorado" means "colored 
red" or "ruddy". Colorado is nicknamed the "Centennial State" because it became a state one century 
(and four weeks) after the signing of the United States Declaration of Independence. 
 
Connecticut 
 
      Connecticut  is the southernmost state in the New England region of the Northeastern United 
States. As of the 2020 United States census, Connecticut was home to over 3.6 million residents, its 
highest decennial count ever, growing every decade since 1790. The state is bordered by Rhode Island 
to its east, Massachusetts to its north, New York to its west, and Long Island Sound to its south. Its 
capital is Hartford, and its most populous city is Bridgeport. Historically, the state is part of New England 
as well as the tri-state area with New York and New Jersey. The state is named for the Connecticut 
River which approximately bisects the state. The word Connecticut is derived from various anglicized 
spellings of Quinnetuket, a Mohegan-Pequot word for "long tidal river". 
 
Delaware  
 
      Delaware is a state in the Mid-Atlantic region of the United States, bordering Maryland to its south 
and west; Pennsylvania to its north; and New Jersey to its northeast and the Atlantic Ocean to its east. 
The state takes its name from the adjacent Delaware Bay, in turn named after Thomas West, 3rd Baron 
De La Warr, an English nobleman and Virginia's first colonial governor. 
 

 
 

      Delaware occupies the northeastern portion of the Delmarva Peninsula and some islands and 
territory within the Delaware River. It is the second-smallest and sixth-least populous state, but also 
the sixth-most densely populated. Delaware's largest city is Wilmington, while the state capital is Dover, 
the second-largest city in the state. The state is divided into three counties, having the lowest number 
of counties of any state;[b] from north to south, they are New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex 
County. While the southern two counties have historically been predominantly agricultural, New Castle 
is more urbanized, being part of the Delaware Valley Metropolitan Statistical Area centered on 
Philadelphia. Although included in the Southern United States by the Census Bureau, Delaware's 
geography, culture, and history combine elements of the Mid-Atlantic and Northeastern regions of the 
country. 
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Florida 
 
      Florida is a state in the Southeastern region of the United States, bordered to the west by the Gulf 
of Mexico; Alabama to the northwest; Georgia to the north; the Bahamas and Atlantic Ocean to the 
east; and the Straits of Florida and Cuba to the south. It is the only state that borders both the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean. With a population exceeding 21 million, it is the third-most populous 
state in the nation and ranks 8th in population density as of 2020. It spans 65,758 square miles 
(170,310 km2), ranking 22nd in area among the 50 states. The Miami metropolitan area, anchored by 
the cities of Miami, Fort Lauderdale, and West Palm Beach, is the state's largest metropolitan area with 
a population of 6.138 million, and the state's most-populous city is Jacksonville with a population of 
949,611. Florida's other major population centers include Tampa Bay, Orlando, Cape Coral, and the 
state capital of Tallahassee. 
 
Georgia 
 
      Georgia is a state in the Southeastern region of the United States, bordered to the north by 
Tennessee and North Carolina; to the northeast by South Carolina; to the southeast by the Atlantic 
Ocean; to the south by Florida; and to the west by Alabama. Georgia is the 24th-largest state in area 
and 8th most populous of the 50 United States. Its 2020 population was 10,711,908, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau. Atlanta, a "beta(+)" global city, is both the state's capital and its largest city. The 
Atlanta metropolitan area, with a population of more than 6 million people in 2021, is the 8th most 
populous metropolitan area in the United States and contains about 57% of Georgia's entire population. 
 

 
 
 
Hawaii 
 
      Hawaii is a state in the Western United States, about 2,000 miles (3,200 km) from the U.S. mainland 
in the Pacific Ocean. It is the only U.S. state outside North America, the only state that is an 
archipelago, and the only state in the tropics. 
 
      Hawaii consists of 137 volcanic islands that comprise almost the entire Hawaiian archipelago; 
spanning 1,500 miles (2,400 km), the state is physiographically and ethnologically part of the 
Polynesian subregion of Oceania. Hawaii's ocean coastline is consequently the fourth-longest in the 
U.S., at about 750 miles (1,210 km). The eight main islands, from northwest to southeast, are Niʻihau, 
Kauaʻi, Oʻahu, Molokaʻi, Lānaʻi, Kahoʻolawe, Maui, and Hawaiʻi, after which the state is named; it is 
often called the "Big Island" or "Hawaii Island" to avoid confusion with the state or archipelago. The 
uninhabited Northwestern Hawaiian Islands make up most of the Papahānaumokuākea Marine 
National Monument, the largest protected area in the U.S. and the fourth largest in the world. 
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Idaho 
 
      Idaho  is a state in the Pacific Northwest region of the Western United States. To the north, it shares 
a small portion of the Canada–United States border with the province of British Columbia. It borders 
the states of Montana and Wyoming to the east, Nevada and Utah to the south, and Washington and 
Oregon to the west. The state's capital and largest city is Boise. With an area of 83,570 square miles 
(216,400 km2), Idaho is the 14th largest state by land area, but with a population of approximately 1.8 
million, it ranks as the 13th least populous and the 7th least densely populated of the 50 U.S. states. 
 

 
 
      For thousands of years, and prior to European colonization, Idaho has been inhabited by native 
peoples. In the early 19th century, Idaho was considered part of the Oregon Country, an area of dispute 
between the U.S. and the British Empire. It officially became a U.S. territory with the signing of the 
Oregon Treaty of 1846, but a separate Idaho Territory was not organized until 1863, instead being 
included for periods in Oregon Territory and Washington Territory. Idaho was eventually admitted to 
the Union on July 3, 1890, becoming the 43rd state. 
 
Illinois 
 
      Illinois is a state in the Midwestern United States. It borders Wisconsin to its north, Iowa to its 
northwest, Missouri to its southwest, Kentucky to its south, Indiana to its east, and has a water border 
with Michigan to the northeast in Lake Michigan. Its largest metropolitan areas include the Chicago 
metropolitan area, and the Metro East section, of Greater St. Louis. Other metropolitan areas include 
Peoria and Rockford, as well as Springfield, its capital. Of the fifty U.S. states, Illinois has the fifth-
largest gross domestic product (GDP), the sixth-largest population, and the 25th-largest land area. 
 
      Illinois has a highly diverse economy, with the global city of Chicago in the northeast, major 
industrial and agricultural hubs in the north and center, and natural resources such as coal, timber, and 
petroleum in the south. Owing to its central location and favorable geography, the state is a major 
transportation hub: the Port of Chicago has access to the Atlantic Ocean through the Great Lakes and 
Saint Lawrence Seaway and to the Gulf of Mexico from the Mississippi River via the Illinois Waterway. 
Additionally, the Mississippi, Ohio, and Wabash rivers form parts of the state's boundaries. Chicago's 
O'Hare International Airport has been among the world's ten busiest airports for decades. Illinois has 
long been considered a microcosm of the United States and a bellwether in American culture, 
exemplified by the phrase Will it play in Peoria? 
 
Indiana  
 
      Indiana is a U.S. state in the midwestern and Great Lakes regions of North America. Its capital and 
largest city is Indianapolis. Other famous cities and towns include Bloomington, Gary, Fort Wayne, 
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South Bend, Evansville, Muncie, Lafayette, and Marion. People who live in Indiana are sometimes 
called Hoosiers. Indiana's state bird is a Cardinal. Indiana's state flower is a Peony. Indiana's state tree 
is a Tulip Tree. Indiana has borders with four other states: Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, and Ohio. It 
also touches Lake Michigan; which is the only one of the Great Lakes that is completely inside the 
United States. 
 
      Before it was called Indiana, most people who lived there were indigenous. France colonized the 
area, renaming it New France. They enslaved the indigenous peoples, and introduced black slaves 
too. In the 18th century, the new United States took the area from France, and many slave owners 
from Kentucky and Virginia moved into the area. By 1820, it had become a state called Indiana and 
the government ordered all slaves to be freed, but black people were still enslaved there into at least 
the 1830s. 
 
Iowa 
 
      Iowa  is a state in the Midwestern United States. Its name comes from the Iowa River, which was 
named after the Ioway people, one of the Native American tribes that lived in Iowa. Iowa was a part of 
New France, but was sold to the United States as part of the Louisiana Purchase. Its settlers were 
mostly farmers: Iowa is part of the Corn Belt and is often known as the "Food Capital of the World." 
However, Iowa's landscape, culture, and economy are diverse, with the economy changing in the 
second half of the 20th Century to include many kinds of business. Iowa has about 3,200,000 people 
as of the 2020 census. Its capital and largest city is Des Moines. Iowa became a state on December 
28, 1846. It was the 29th state to join the United States.  
 
Kansas 
 

 
 
      Kansas is a state in the Midwestern United States of America. The name of the state comes from 
the Kansa Native Americans, whose name comes from a Siouan-language phrase meaning "people of 
the south wind". The land that would become Kansas was bought in the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. 
Kansas's capital is Topeka, and its biggest city is Wichita. 
 
      Kansas was first settled by Americans in 1827 when Fort Leavenworth was built. In the 1850s, 
many more people came to live in Kansas. This was also when people were fighting about slavery. 
People were allowed to move to Kansas in 1854 because of the Kansas–Nebraska Act. When this 
happened, anti-slavery Free-Staters from New England and pro-slavery people from Missouri quickly 
came to Kansas. They wanted to decide whether Kansas would become a free state or a slave state. 
Because of this, a lot of fighting happened, and it was known as Bleeding Kansas. The anti-slavery 
people won. On January 29, 1861, Kansas entered the Union as a free state. 
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Kentucky  
 
      Kentucky is a state in the United States. Its capital is Frankfort. It touches the states of Missouri (by 
the Mississippi River), Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, West Virginia (by the Ohio River), Tennessee and Virginia. 
There are many rivers in Kentucky. 
 
Louisiana 
 
      Louisiana is a state in the Southern United States of America. It had a population of about 4,533,372 
people in 2010. The state has a total area of about 51,885 sq mi (134,382 km2). Louisiana is the 25th 
largest state by population and the 31st largest state by area. Louisiana is also known by its nickname, 
The Pelican State. The land that would become Louisiana was bought in the Louisiana Purchase in 
1803. Louisiana became a state on April 30, 1812. It was the 18th state to become part of the United 
States. The people who live in the state are known as Louisianans. The state's capital is Baton Rouge, 
and its largest city is New Orleans. 
 
Maine  
 
      Maine is the northeast-most state in the United States. The capital is Augusta, although the city of 
Portland, farther south, is the largest in the state. Maine became the 23rd state, on March 15, 1820. It 
was previously a part of Massachusetts. Commercial Fishing, including lobster trapping, is a traditional 
and still vital part of the coastal economy. Tourism is a large industry in southern Maine because of its 
many beaches and picturesque coastal villages. Southern Maine is the part of the state that has the 
most people. Many other areas, to the North, are far more rural. 
 

 
 

Maryland  
 
      Maryland is a state in the mid-Atlantic region of the United States of America. Its capital is 
Annapolis, and its most populous city is Baltimore. The governor of Maryland is Wes Moore. He was 
elected in the 2022 election. Moore is the first Black governor of Maryland and the third Black governor 
in United States history. The state bird is the Baltimore Oriole. The state flower is the Black-eyed Susan 
(Rudbeckia hirta). The state reptile is the diamondback terrapin. The state crustacean is the blue crab. 
The state motto is Fatti maschii, parole femine, which is Italian for "Manly deeds, womanly words". 
Maryland is the only state with a motto in Italian. Maryland has many places important to the American 
Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, and the American Civil War. One of these places is Fort McHenry, 
which defended against the British Empire during the War of 1812. Another place is the Antietam 
National Battlefield, where the Battle of Antietam took place in 1862 during the American Civil War. 
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Massachusetts 
 
      Massachusetts is a state in the United States of America. Its official name is the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. Its capital and largest city is Boston. It is on the east coast of the United States. It is a 
part of New England. It is next to the Atlantic Ocean and the states of Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, Vermont, and New Hampshire. The word Massachusetts comes from Native American language. 
It means "place with hills." 
 
      Massachusetts was one of the first places that European people lived when they came to America. 
It was one of the first American colonies. The Pilgrims from Plymouth, England came to America for 
religious freedom in 1620. Massachusetts is home to some of the United States' most prestigious 
universities, such as Harvard University and MIT. Massachusetts is also one of the richest states in the 
United States. Its major cities are Boston, Worcester, Springfield, and Plymouth. 
 
Michigan  
 
      Michigan is one of the fifty states in the United States of America. It is the 11th largest state in the 
United States. It is made up of two peninsulas (connected by the Mackinac Bridge): the only state to 
be so. It borders the U.S. states of Wisconsin, Indiana, Ohio, Minnesota, and Illinois. Its borders with 
Minnesota and Illinois are only by water. It also borders Canada by water. It was the 26th state to join 
the union on January 26, 1837. In 1847, Michigan became the first U.S. state to abolish the death 
penalty. 
 
Minnesota 
 
      Minnesota is a state in the Upper Midwest of the United States of America. Part of the state has a 
border with the country of Canada.The capital of Minnesota is Saint Paul. The largest city is 
Minneapolis. Over 3 million people live in the two cities and the suburbs that surround it, which are 
separated by the Mississippi River. They are known as the Twin Cities.Minnesota became a state on 
May 11, 1858. It was the 32nd state in the United States of America. The name Minnesota is Dakota 
(a Native American language) for "sky-tinted water". Eagle Mountain is the highest point in Minnesota. 
The state bird is the Common Loon. 
 
Mississippi 
 
      Mississippi is one of the states of the United States. Its capital and largest city is Jackson. The state 
flower and tree are the magnolia. Other large cities are Biloxi, Greenville, Gulfport, Hattiesburg, 
Meridian, Pascagoula, Southaven, Tupelo, Starkville, and Vicksburg. It touches Arkansas (by the 
Mississippi River), Louisiana, Tennessee, and Alabama. 
 
Missouri  
 
      Missouri is one of the 50 states in the United 
States. Its capital is Jefferson City. Its largest 
cities are Kansas City and Saint Louis. Some 
other cities are Columbia (which is where the 
University of Missouri is), and Springfield. 
Missouri officially became a state on August 10, 
1821.Missouri's edges touch a total of eight 
states: Iowa lies to the north; to the east, across 
the Mississippi River, are Illinois, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee; Arkansas lies to the south; and on 
the west are Oklahoma, Kansas, and Nebraska 
(Kansas and Nebraska are across the Missouri 
River). 
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Montana 
 
      Montana is a state in the United States. Its capital is Helena, and the largest city is Billings. Montana 
has many mountains in the western half of the state. Most of the eastern part of the state is prairie. 
Montana is the fourth largest state by area, the seventh least populous, and the third least densely 
populated of the 50 states. 
 
      Montana and Canada share a 545-mile (877-km) part of the world's longest undefended (which 
means there are no soldiers or armies on either side) border. The state borders the Canadian provinces 
of British Columbia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan, more provinces than any other U.S. state.To the east 
of Montana is North Dakota; to the southeast is a short border with South Dakota. In the south is 
Wyoming, and on the west and southwest is Idaho. 
 
Nebraska 
 
      Nebraska is a state near to the center of the United States. Its capital is Lincoln and the largest city 
is Omaha. It touches the states of Wyoming, South Dakota, Iowa, Missouri, Colorado and Kansas. 
Nebraska is known for its agriculture, especially beef and corn. 
 
      Nebraska has hot summers and cold winters. A temperature of 30 °C (which is about 86 °F) is 
common in the summer, and in the winter it can be -20 °C (which is about -4 °F) or colder at night. 
 
Nevada 
 
      Nevada is one of the United States' states. Its capital is Carson City. The largest city is Las Vegas. 
Other big cities are Henderson and Reno. More than two-thirds of the people live in the Las Vegas 
urban area. Most of Nevada is in the Great Basin. It is the driest state in the United States. Nevada 
was first inhabited by Native Americans. It was colonized by Spain and was part of New Spain. Later, 
it was part of New Mexico. It was taken by the United States in the Mexican–American War. 
 
New Hampshire 
 
      New Hampshire is a state in northeast United States. It is one of six states in the New England 
region. The capital is Concord and its largest city is Manchester. The second largest city is Nashua. 
Other major cities include Keene, Dover, Portsmouth, and Merrimack. The state motto is "Live Free or 
Die" and the nickname is the Granite State. The state flower is the lilac and the state bird is the purple 
finch. New Hampshire is part of New England. It is bordered by Maine in the East, Massachusetts to 
the South, Vermont to the West, and Quebec, a Canadian province, to the North. Its population was 
estimated to be 1,359,711 in 2019, so it is the ninth smallest state in the United States by population. 
 
New Jersey 
 
      New Jersey is one of the 50 states of the United States of America. It is in the northeastern section 
of the country along the coast of the Atlantic Ocean. It is a geographically small state, shaped like a 
letter [S], and bordered on the west by Pennsylvania and Delaware across the Delaware River, on the 
north by New York, on the northeast by the Hudson River and New York City, on the east and southeast 
by the Atlantic Ocean, and on the southwest by Delaware Bay. 
 
      The capital of New Jersey is Trenton and the largest city is Newark, though New Jersey is better 
known for bordering the large cities of New York City and Philadelphia. The state nickname is "The 
Garden State". The current governor is Phil Murphy. New Jersey is the fourth smallest state, but has 
the eleventh highest number of people. It therefore has the highest population density (number of 
people for the amount of land) in the United States. New Jersey is also well known for its beaches, 
industries, swamps, and pine forests. 
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New Mexico  
 
      New Mexico is a state of the United States of America. It is considered part of the American 
Southwest and is bordered by Texas to the east, Oklahoma to the northeast, Colorado to the north, 
and Arizona to the west. The northwest corner of the state also touches Utah. This area is known as 
the Four Corners because four states meet there. The state has the nickname Land of Enchantment. 
It has been inhabited since ancient times by the Pueblo people. It was first named and founded as 
Nuevo México (New Mexico) in the 1500s by Spain. The state’s ancient Native American and Hispanic 
history have given New Mexico a unique food type called New Mexican cuisine, and a distinct music 
style called New Mexico music. 
 
      New Mexico became a state on 6 January 1912 and became the 47th state accepted into the 
United States. The state capital is Santa Fe. New Mexico's population is 2,096,829 as of the July 1, 
2019 population estimate from the U.S. Census Bureau. Most of the people live in the biggest city, 
Albuquerque. New Mexico is home to one of the longest trams in the world, the Sandia Peak Tramway, 
in Albuquerque and one of world's longest zip lines, the Apache Eagle ZipRider, in Ruidoso. 
 
New York 
 
      The State of New York, often called just New York, or New York State to distinguish it from the city 
of New York, is a state of the United States and was one of the original Thirteen Colonies, which were 
the first thirteen states to make up the US. New York is in the northeastern United States, bordered by 
Lake Ontario and Canada on the north, Lake Erie and Canada on the west, Pennsylvania on the west 
and south, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut on the east, and New Jersey on the south in the 
eastern parts of the state. 
 

 
 

      New York was originally New Netherland, started by the Dutch Empire in the early 17th century. 
Late in the century, it surrendered to an English fleet during the Anglo-Dutch Wars and became part of 
the British Empire. About half the Dutch colony was given to neighboring English colonies. The Battle 
of Long Island, Battle of Saratoga, and other important battles of the American Revolution were fought 
in New York and it joined the new United States. The slave trade brought many black people into the 
state, where they were forced to work for white colonists. 
 
North Carolina 
 
      North Carolina is one of the 50 states of the United States. The capital of North Carolina is Raleigh 
and the most populous city in the state is Charlotte. North Carolina is split into 100 counties and these 
counties have many cities and towns. North Carolina was one of the original thirteen colonies and was 
where the first English colony in America lived. As of 2020, there were about 10,400,000 people living 
in the state. 
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North Dakota 
 
      North Dakota is a state in the United States. About 780,000 people lived in North Dakota in the 
year 2020. The capital and seat of government is Bismarck and the largest city is Fargo. 
 
Ohio 
 

      Ohio (nicknamed The Buckeye State) is one of the 50 states in the United States. Its capital is 
Columbus. Columbus is also the largest city in Ohio. Other large cities in Ohio are Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Dayton, Akron, Toledo, and Youngstown. Some famous people from Ohio include golfer 
Jack Nicklaus, Wilbur and Orville Wright, astronauts John Glenn and Neil Armstrong, authors 
Sherwood Anderson and Toni Morrison, and actors Clark Gable and Katie Holmes. There have also 
been seven American presidents from Ohio: Ulysses S. Grant, Rutherford Hayes, James Garfield, 
Benjamin Harrison, William McKinley, William Howard Taft, Warren G. Harding. 
 
Oklahoma 
 
      Oklahoma  is a state in the southern part of the Central United States. It had a population of about 
3,751,351 people in 2010. The state has a land area of about 68,667 sq mi (177,847 km2). Oklahoma 
is the 28th largest state by population and the 20th largest state by area. The name of the state comes 
from the Choctaw words okla and humma. It means "Red People". It is also known by its nickname, 
The Sooner State. The state was formed from Indian Territory on November 16, 1907. It was the 46th 
state to become part of the United States. The people who live in the state are known as Oklahomans 
or Okies. The state's capital and largest city is Oklahoma City. 
 
Oregon 
 
      Oregon is a state in the United States. Salem is the capital (where most of the state government 
works), and Portland is the city with the most people. Oregon was the 33rd state to join the United 
States, in 1859. 
 

 
 
Pennsylvania 
 
      Pennsylvania is one of the 50 states in the United States of America. It is in the northeastern part 
of the country. It has a border with Ohio on the west, West Virginia on the south and west, Maryland 
and Delaware on the south, New Jersey on the east, and New York and Lake Erie on the north. 
 
      The state capital of Pennsylvania is Harrisburg. The largest city in Pennsylvania is Philadelphia. 
The state nickname of Pennsylvania is "The Keystone State". The current governor of Pennsylvania is 
Josh Shapiro. Pennsylvania is well known for its role in the American Revolution, its large communities 
of Amish, and its heavy industry.  
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Rhode Island 
 
      Rhode Island is the smallest state in the United States by area. The capital and largest city is 
Providence. It is called the "Ocean state" because of its bays and waterways. It was founded by Roger 
Williams for religious freedom. The Narragansett people lived there before Europeans came, but 
people like Roger Williams didn't respect them and used the land for their own reasons. The colonists 
fought a war against the native people and many of them were killed or ran away from the colonists. 
 
      Rhode Island was one of the original Thirteen Colonies. It became very important to the economy 
because of the slave trade, and more slaves were taken to the thirteen colonies through Rhode Island 
than any of the others in the 18th century. Slavers would send ships from Newport to buy slaves from 
Africa and make money by trading goods with others involved in slavery. Rhode Island became a state 
(the last of the thirteen to agree to the new United States Constitution) in 1790. But despite it joined 
the United States in 1790, it was founded in 1776. 
 
South Carolina 
 
      South Carolina is a state in the southeast United States. Its capital city is Columbia, and its most 
populous city is Charleston. The population of the state is about 5.2 million people, ranked 23rd in the 
United States. South Carolina has an area of 32,030 square miles, making it the 40th largest state in 
the United States. Other important cities in South Carolina are Greenville, Spartanburg, Anderson, 
Sumter, and Florence. 
 
South Dakota 
 
      South Dakota is a state in the United States. South Dakota became a state on November 2, 1889. 
Its capital is Pierre and largest city is Sioux Falls. Other important cities are Rapid City and Aberdeen. 
Famous attractions include Mount Rushmore, the Black Hills, and the Wall Drug Store. The Corn 
Palace is also famous, and it is in Mitchell. About 890,000 people lived there in 2020. South Dakota is 
bordered to the north by North Dakota, to the south by Nebraska, to the east by Iowa and Minnesota, 
and to the west by Wyoming and Montana. 
 
Tennessee 
 
      Tennessee is a state in the United States. Its capital is Nashville, which is also the country music 
center of America. It is the home of the Smoky Mountains which are a famous tourist attraction. Other 
well known cities and towns are Memphis, Knoxville, Chattanooga, Oak Ridge, Lynchburg, Carthage, 
Lawrenceburg, Clarksville, Lebanon, Pigeon Forge, Murfreesboro, and Gatlinburg. Tennessee touches 
eight states: Kentucky and Virginia to the north; North Carolina to the east; Georgia, Alabama, and 
Mississippi on the south; Arkansas and Missouri (by the Mississippi River) to the west. Tennessee ties 
Missouri as the state bordering the most other states. Tennessee was the 16th state to join the nation, 
on June 1, 1796. About 6.9 million people lived there in 2020. 
 
Texas 
 
      Texas, officially the State of Texas, is a state in the South Central Region of the United States. It is 
the second largest US state by total area (after Alaska) with 268,596 sq mi (695,662 km2) and 
population (after California) with nearly 29 million people as of 2019. Its largest cities are Houston, 
Dallas, Fort Worth, San Antonio, El Paso, and Austin, the capital city. Texas became the 28th state in 
the United States in 1845. Texas has been controlled by Spain, France, the Confederate States of 
America, and Mexico. It declared its independence from Mexico in 1836. It was its own country, the 
Republic of Texas, for 9 years (1836–1845). It is called the "Lone Star State" and its flag has one star. 
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Utah 
 

      Utah is a state in the west United States. The capital and largest city is Salt Lake City. Utah became 
a state in the U.S. on January 4, 1896. About 3.3 million people lived there in 2020. Utah is bordered 
by Idaho and Wyoming in the north and Colorado in the east. It touches a single point of New Mexico 
to the southeast at Four Corners. Utah is bordered by Arizona in the south, and by Nevada in the west. 
It covers an area of 84,899 square miles (219,887 km²). 
 

 
 
 

      Utah is mostly rocky with three distinct geological regions: the Rocky Mountains, the Great Basin, 
and the Colorado Plateau. Utah is known for its natural diversity and is home to features ranging from 
arid deserts with sand dunes to thriving pine forests in mountain valleys, which has attracted many 
tourists 
 
Vermont  
 
      Vermont is a state in the United States. Its capital city is Montpelier, and its largest city is Burlington. 
It is one of the six New England states. About 640,000 people lived there in 2020. The states that 
border Vermont are Massachusetts to the south, New Hampshire to the east, New York to the west, 
and the Canadian province of Quebec to the north. 
 

 
 

      Vermont was home to the Abenaki and Iroquois Native American groups until France took control 
of the area when it was building colonies. Great Britain gained control after winning the French and 
Indian War. It is known for being one of only four states to be an independent nation before joining the 
United States. It was not a part of the 13 colonies and instead joined as the 14th state. Vermont became 
a state in 1791. It is world-renowned for its maple syrup industry, and many tourists go to see brilliant 
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colors the trees become in the fall months. The tourism industry has become quite successful, with 
many tourists coming every year. 
 
Virginia 
 
      Virginia is a state in the United States. Its capital is Richmond and its largest city is Virginia Beach. 
The official name of Virginia is the Commonwealth of Virginia. About 8.6 million people lived there in 
2020.  Virginia became a state in 1788 after the American Revolution. Before it became a state of the 
United States, Virginia was one of the Thirteen Colonies of Great Britain. Virginia was founded (started) 
in 1607 in Jamestown, Virginia. 
 
      The state of West Virginia was part of Virginia until the American Civil War. Virginia then left 
(seceded from) the United States and joined the Confederate States of America. The western counties 
of Virginia seceded from Virginia to form a new state which was loyal to the Union. After the end of the 
Civil War, Virginia became part of the United States again in 1870, but the counties that had left to start 
West Virginia did not join Virginia again. Virginia is the state where eight United States presidents were 
born. This is more than any other state. 
 
Washington 
 
      The State of Washington is a state in the Pacific Northwest region of the United States. It is north 
of Oregon, west of Idaho, east of the Pacific Ocean, and south of British Columbia. (British Columbia 
is part of Canada.). There are more than 7,000,000 people in Washington. Most live in the western part 
of Washington, which gets more rain. About a quarter of the people live in the east part, where it gets 
less rain, and some parts have a desert climate. The largest city on the eastern part is Spokane, which 
is also the second biggest city in the state. 
 
      The Cascade Mountains go down the middle of the state and divide it into two sides. The state's 
nickname is the "Evergreen State" because it has a lot of pine trees. Washington was the 42nd state 
to join the United States, on November 11, 1889. It is often called "Washington State" so that it does 
not get confused with the nation's capital, Washington, D.C. The name "Washington" comes from 
President George Washington. 
 
      The capital of Washington is Olympia. Olympia is a small city on the west side of Washington, at 
the south end of the Puget Sound. Washington's biggest city is Seattle; Seattle is also on the Puget 
Sound. Washington has many beautiful forests, rivers, gorges (gorges are small canyons), and 
mountains. Because it is next to the ocean, it has a long beach. However, because Washington is north 
of Oregon and California (the other two states on the West Coast of the United States), the ocean is 
colder, and usually not good to swim in.The biggest universities in Washington are the University of 
Washington and Washington State University. The University of Washington is in Seattle. Washington 
State University is in a small town called Pullman. Pullman is on the east of the state. 
 
West Virginia 
 
      West Virginia is a state in the Appalachian region of the United States. Its capital and largest city 
is Charleston. It is often abbreviated W. Va. or simply WV. About 1,800,000 people live in the state. 
West Virginia is bordered by Pennsylvania to the north, by Ohio to the north and west, by Kentucky to 
the west, by Maryland to the north and east, and by Virginia to the east and south. The Ohio and 
Potomac Rivers form parts of the boundaries. 
 
      Before the American Civil War, West Virginia practiced slavery as part of the state of Virginia. 
Slaves, at first Native American but increasingly brought from Africa in the slave trade, were forced to 
grow tobacco, mine coal, and be personal servants. Many slaves were rented from owners in other 
parts of the state to work in the mines. In the 19th century, white people kept slaves in order to earn 
money by selling them south to states like Texas, Louisiana, and Georgia.  
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Wisconsin 
 
      Wisconsin is a state in the north-central United States. Two of the five Great Lakes and four other 
states (Illinois, Iowa, Michigan and Minnesota) border Wisconsin. The capital of Wisconsin is Madison. 
The biggest city in Wisconsin is Milwaukee. The word Wisconsin comes from the name that one of the 
Algonquian speaking American Indian groups living in the area gave to the Wisconsin River. They 
named the Wisconsin River at the time that the European contact happened. Jacques Marquette, a 
French explorer, was the first European (or person from Europe) to get to the Wisconsin River and 
write down the name. He reached the Wisconsin River in 1673. He wrote the name of the river as 
Meskousing in his journal. Over time, other explorers from France warped this name into Ouisconsin. 
This is now the French name for the Wisconsin River. As of 1845, the government of the Wisconsin 
Territory gave the name Wisconsin to the Wisconsin River. 
 
Wyoming 
 
      Wyoming is a state in the North-Western United States. Most of the state is in the Rocky Mountains, 
(a large mountain range in the United States). Wyoming is the least populated U.S. state with a 
population of 578,803 people. Its capital and biggest city is Cheyenne. It borders Montana, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Utah, Idaho, and Colorado. Wyoming is 97,914 square miles in area, which makes 
it the 10th largest state in the United States. Wyoming is known for many things including Yellowstone 
National Park, Cowboys, the Teton Mountains and coal. The first people to live in Wyoming were the 
Paleo-Indians. By the time the Europeans arrived the land was inhabited by a large number of Native 
American tribes. Some of the major tribes were the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Crow, Ute, and Shoshone. 
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5TH DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
 

 
George Reynolds 

An eminent philatelist from Kochi 
 

Expired on 26-8.2018 
Advt. 
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By Kumar Biswas 

 
      If we think of something longest living on this mother earth, a single name surfaces in our minds 
that is Baobab tree. Its scientific name is Adansonia Digitata, named after Michel Adanson, the French 
botanist who first identified the specie in Senegal, Africa (1750 CE). In its lifetime, a baobab tree 
witnesses several centuries, standing still at one place. It has an extra-ordinary lifespan of 1500-2000 
years! One baobab tree in Namibia has been found to be 1275 years old, through C-14 dating process. 
Some tree can grow very tall, up to 60 feet while the diameter of the trunk may be as large as 30 feet. 
But there are bigger specimens as well. 
 

 
 
 
      The look of the tree is very unusual. An elongated barrel-like trunk (bottle-shaped or cylindrical) 
with branching off at the top to form canopy. The overall crazy look, extra-ordinary longevity and several 
benefits that it offers to mankind, makes it special. In several geographic regions of the world, they 
command respect from local culture and religious beliefs. Why baobab tree is important to earth? 
 
      Local people use almost every part of the tree for some purpose or other. Its fruits, leaves, seeds, 
roots, bark etc., are sources of food for not only humans but also various wildlife. The strong fiber of 
the bark is converted into rope and cloth. Its oil has medicinal value. In arid and dry zone, a baobab 
tree is a natural reserve of water. A typical tree is a storehouse of about 1200 gallons of water. It is 
rightly called Tree of Life. 
 
      Today, there are nine known species of baobab tree - two are endemic of Africa, six are endemic 
to Madagascar and one is endemic to northwestern Australia. In Africa, giant baobab trees are found 
in Tanzania, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique etc. Total 33 countries (Africa has 54 countries) of western 
and central African countries, have the baobab trees. Besides the continents of Africa and Australia, it 
is found across Barbados, Hawaii, Sri Lanka, including India. The baobab is a feature in postage 
stamps of the countries where they are found in abundance.  

Baobab: A Tree of Life 
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      The tree has several names. Because of its branch sprouting from the top, it is called ‘Upside down 
tree’ or the tree that fell from the heavens. The seeds have high content of vitamin C, which has earned 
the Lemonade tree name. In Tanzania, Africa in Swahili language, its name is Ubuyu.  Ubuyu, the 
baobab fruits are especially enjoyed by the local children. The ubuyu experience is enjoyed while 
sucking the dyed red baobab seeds that have been boiled and coated in a lavish mix of sugar, salt, 
black pepper, cardamom, and vanilla.  
 
      Believe me, baobab trees, though not native of India, are found in many places in the country. They 
are still growing in places of Bihar, Jharkhand, Goa, Gujarat (Kutch, Kathiawar etc.), Madhya Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nādu etc. Now, a pertinent question is how these botanical giants have arrived 
in India? 
 
      The first theory is that the seeds or pods of baobab might have floated and drifted from African 
coastline to Indian shore. The second one makes sense that these plants have arrived in India, 
courtesy sailors, tradesmen, militia etc., of bygone era. The pods of baobab are rich in vitamins and 
proteins. They are lightweight and convenient to carry for long journey and fit for prolonged storage. 
Thus, we may conclude that the pods of baobab have been brought to India by human travelers from 
outside. 
 

 
 

      In India, baobab is known by different names in different regions. In Hindu mythology, it has been 
referred as Kalpavriksh, Kalptaru, Paarijaat, Manokamna purti, Ikchha purti or a Wish fulfilling tree. In 
Sanskrit, it was referred as Chitrala. A lone, a wish bearing baobab tree stands with religious 
punctuation in the village called Kintoor, near Barabanki, Uttar Pradesh, India. A Carbon-14 dating 
conducted in 2019, has given the calibrated age as 775+/- 25 calendar years. According to local 
folklore, the said tree is known as Parijaat which has grown from the ashes of Kunti, mother of 
Pandavas of epic Mahabharat, in that place. There are other legends about the tree with different 
celestial connections. Local people gather to worship the tree, newlyweds’ prey for blessing and a 
village fair is held every Tuesday near the tree. 
 
      There are other Indian names for baobab tree in India. Because of its sour taste (high vitamin C 
content), it has been related to imli or tamarind in Indian languages. In Hindi, it is called Gorak-amli. It 
is Aane hunase in Kannada, Aanipuliya maram in Tamil, Brahma malika in Telegu. In Mandavgarh, it 
is called Mandavgarh ki Imli (tamrind of Mandavgarh). There are more than 25 trees in Mandavgarh, 
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which is located about two-hour drive from Indore, Madhya Pradesh of central India. In the compound 
of Indian Institute of Management, Indore there are three baobab trees. 
 
      In Orchha, Madhya Pradesh there is an enormously large baobab tree which was planted by 
Maharaja Bir Singh Deo (1605-1626/7), the Bundela Rajput king of Orchha. The great ruler was 
credited of building forts of Datia, Jhansi and temples at Mathura, Varanasi etc. 
 
      From central India, let us have a look at eastern India. A very old Baobab tree is standing tall in the 
campus of Langat Singh College, Muzaffarpur, Bihar. There are a few baobab trees near Doranda 
College, Ranchi, Jharkhand. 
 
      In the western part of India, Udvada, Pardi taluka, Valsad district, Gujarat is a coastal town. There 
exists a Baobab tree in near the coast. There are eight Baobab trees near Vadodara, Gujarat. In 
Mumbai, Maharashtra there is one big baobab tree in the heart of the city, near the entrance of Rani 
Bagh. A very large baobab tree exists at Nagoa beach of Diu Island.  
 
      In southern part of India, there are places where baobabs are sighted. In Chennai, there is a very 
large baobab tree at the Theosophical Society in Adyar. The society was established by Madame 
Blavatsky, the Russian psychic. In Hyderabad, Telangana State, near Golconda fort there is a giant 
baobab tree which is known as Hathion ka ped (the Elephantine tree). About 10 to 15 trees existing in 
Hyderabad, near Quthbullapur Municipal office (HMT) Balanagar, and Narsing, Tolichowki area. One 
can find five baobabs in Pondicherry town. 
 
      As baobabs grow, they hollow out inside, with the progress of their age. Its hollow trunk provides 
resting space to the travelers. Some of the trunks have served as stables for animals, burial sites and 
even as prison! And a bar!!  
 
      In the hollowed trunk of a very old baobab tree, there was a bar. The particular gigantic baobab 
tree was located in South Africa. In 2009, the department of chemistry, Babes-Bolyai University, 
Romania estimated the age of that baobab to be 6000 years. The height of the baobab was about 75 
feet and the circumference were of more than 108 feet. By some natural process, the trunk of the tree 
was split into two divisions yet remained conjoint through a passage. By natural process, its trunk 
hollowed within. Since 1933, people started using the hollowed space inside as a small pub. At a later 
date, the Heather and Doug Van Heerden of Sunland Farm took lease and created a formal bar within 
its hollow core space. In the tourist circuit, it earned fame as Sunland Baobab Tree, or precisely Pub 
Tree, a must-see destination in Limpopo province of South Africa. It had a seating capacity of fifteen 
persons. The inside ceiling of the bar was 13 feet. Draft beer, accompanied by music was served to 
the guests. The Van Heerdens had estimated the age of the tree minimum 1100 years in 2016. Out of 
two parts of the trunk, one trunk collapsed in 2016. In March 2019, the Van Heerdens announced the 
shutting down of popular tourist baobab bar forever. 
 
      Baobab, a living and standing witness of human history, has seen rise and fall of several dynasties, 
civilizations etc., yet remained a mute spectator. Wish it could speak and throw light about our lives on 
earth, several centuries ago. 
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GREAT BRITAIN  
 

River Wildlife 

 

LITHUANIA 

 

V M U Botanical Gardens 

 

 

 

Miniature Sheet 
Issued on 17.07.2023 

 

 
Issued on 13.07.2023 

 

FRANCE 

 

RN 85 La Route Napoleon 
 

ARUBA 

 

Sunset 

 

 

 

Issued on 17.07.2023 
 

Issued on 17.07.2023 
 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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GUERNSEY 

 

Regional Stamps 

 

 
Issued on 19.07.2023 

 
ROMANIA 

 

Romanian Postage Stamps Day 

 

 
Issued on 21.07.2023 

 
PORTUGAL 

 

Alberto Santos Dumont 

 
 

      
 
 

Issued on 20.07.2023 

 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
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MANDYAL : 30 January 2023 

Sri Odde Obanna, Freedom Fighter 
 

MANDYAL : 27 February 2023 
Sri Budda Vengal Reddy 

  
INS RAJALI : 25 April 2023 

Ashok Roy Training Simulator Complex 
 

GANDHI NAGAR : 30 May 2023 
60th Birth Anniversary of Shri Aurobindo Ghose 

  
PUNE : 07 June 2023 

NuLife Pharmaceuticals 
NASHIK : 09 June 2023 

Maharashtra University of Health Sciences, Nashik 
 

  
BHUBANESWAR : 08 July 2023 

Odisha Public Service Commission, Cuttack 

NEW DELHI : 11 July 2023 

One Nation One Tax One Market  
 

  
KOHIMA : 13 July 2023 

Naga Back Basket 
PUNE : 14 July 2023 

Mahila Samman Savings Certificate 

New Special Covers 
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PUNE : 14 July 2023 

Mahadev Koli Tribe 
 

BOLPUR : 21 July 2023 

Bamboo Products of Mahali Tribe 

  
BENGALURU : 22 July 2023 

National Flag Day 
 

VARANASI : 25 July 2023 
Kattha (Catechu) 

 
JABALPUR : 28 July 2023 

Mausoleum Place of Rani Durgawati, Jabalpur 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

International Day for the Conservation of the  
Mangrove Ecosystem 

 

World Nature Conservation Day 

   
Nagpur 

26.07.2023 
Mumbai 

26.07.2023 
Bengaluru 
28.07.2023 

 

New Special Cancellations 
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TAIPEI 2023 

     Taipei2023, the 39th Asian International Stamp Exhibition will be 
held at Taipei World Trade Centre Hall from 11 to 15 August 2023. Mr. 
Rajan Jayakar has been appointed as Indian National Commissioner 
for the Taipei 2023, 40th FIAP Asian International Stamp Exhibition, 
Taipei. 
 

Contact information: 
 

Rajan Motiram Jayakar 
Flat No.2, Court View, 
126, Maharshi Karve Road, 
Churchgate, Mumbai 400 020 

 

Email: rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com 
      Phone: +91-22-22820570, +91-22-22820572, 
      (M) +919821072417 

 

BANGLADESH 2023 

      Bangladesh 2023, the FIP sponsorship international stamp exhibition in 
association with Bangladesh Philatelic Federation will be held from 29 September 
to 02 October 2023 at the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, Segun, Bagicha, 
Dhaka, Bangladesh.  There will be approximately 400 frames will be available for 
competitive exhibits.  Exhibitors from invited FIP member federations shall be 
eligible for participating at BANGLADESH 2023. 

More details can be obtained from email: bpf_bd@yahoo.com  
or Website: www.bangladesh2023.com  

 
THAILAND 2023 

      The FIP sponsored international exhibition will be held at Grand Postal 
Building (GPO) Thailand from 27th November to 2nd December 2023.  About 
2500 frames of exhibits with FIP Grand Prix Club & Court of Honour displays 
and International dealers booths. 
 

      Mr. Pragya Kothari Jain has been appointed as the National Commissioner 
of India.  He may be contacted at 33-34, Prakash Kunj Apartment, Kaviraman 
Path, East Boring Road, Patna-800001. 
 

      Mob: 9709638790.  Email: philapragya@gmail.com 
 
RAJPEX-2023 

      15th Rajasthan State Level Philatelic exhibition will be held from 25th to 27th September, 2023 at 
Jawahar Kala Kendra, J L N Marg, Jaipur.  Nearly 500 frames of exhibits, Seminars, Cultural Events, 
Release of Special Covers, Picture Postcards etc. are arranged. 

      More details awaited. 

PANPEX-2023. 

      Kollam District Philatelic & Numismatics Association, Kottarakkara has arranged a philatelic, 
Numismatics and Antiques exhibition at Kalayapuram, near Kottarakkara, Kollam from 13 th to 15th 
August, 2023. Exhibition timing 9 am to 6 pm.  For details contact: 8921465690. 

Forthcoming Events 
 

mailto:rajanjayakar1948@gmail.com
mailto:bpf_bd@yahoo.com
http://www.bangladesh2023.com/
mailto:philapragya@gmail.com
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Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 
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Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 
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