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Dear Friends, 
 
      India’s spacecraft Chandrayan-3 successfully soft landed on the moon’s surface on 23 August 
2023.  It is the world’s first mission to soft land on the lunar south pole.  It happened after the setback 
of the Chandrayan-2 landing failure in 2019.  India now joins the United States, Russia and China as 
one of the few countries to successfully land on the moon. Naturally its celebration started all over the 
country.  Indian philately also celebrated this event to a great extent. Special covers/cancellations, 
commemorative covers/cards were released in some parts of the country. Exhibitions, drawing 
competitions etc were organised.  We are expecting a postage stamp from the Department of Posts to 
commemorate this historic event and so request them to release it at the earliest. 
 
      India post is going to celebrate National Postal Week from 9 to 14 October 2023.  During this week 
many celebrations will take place in all Postal Circles.  We request that all philatelists and philatelic 
clubs should actively take part in these celebrations by conducting exhibitions, workshops, philatelic 
quizzes etc.  It is one of the ways to promote philately in association with the postal department. 
 
      Please give much propaganda on Deen Dayal SPARSH Yojana Scholarship Scheme among 
school children.  Students in Standard 6 to 9 having a good academic record are eligible for the 
scholarship.  The last date of submission of application is 5 September, 2023.  Also request the senior 
philatelists to educate the students to appear in the written quiz and philately project in connection with 
the above scholarship.   
 
     Nothing more at this time.  Explore philately.   Promote philately. 
 
 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sir, 
 
      I am overwhelmed by the article on Shri. C R Pakrashi, a renowned stamp engraver. Hope that 
many such interesting articles will follow. With regards, 
 

Kaustav Rajpandit 
8336900728 

Sir, 
 
      I received Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin by E-mail. I enjoyed reading an excellent account of Stamps/ 
FDC designer Mr Pakrashi and his contributions to Dept of Posts. Also another detailed article on Flags 
of various States of USA with images of stamps on flags and a brief write up. Very compilation you 
have brought out with a lot of new information for readers and philatelists. My Congratulations Sir for 
all your efforts. 
 

Dr. Swamiappan 
Madurai 

Editorial 
 

Readers’ Column 
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Dear Editor, 
 
      Wonderful magazine for philatelists to lighten their worries and brighten their day . Enjoyed reading 
about stamp designers Slania and the immensely beautiful Rabindra Nath Tagore stamp designed by 
Director Satyajit Ray and Pakrashi and others. Thank you Abhijit Ji for your patience and kindness to 
produce a wonderful display for the happiness of philatelists and to gain much knowledge about local 
history too like the sculptor of the famous statue of toiling fishermen drawing the oars with much pain 
kept at Marina beach.  
 
      My thanks goes to Dr Ramesh Ji for his excellent article on US state flags and Biswas Ji for his 
stamps and article on this dinosaur period like fairy tale tree, the Baobab! Strangely I remember seeing 
this tree about 40 years ago in Chennai in a park or house at Luz, Mylapore and wondered about this 
strange giant tree! Special thanks goes to Editor Mohanachandran Nair Ji for his enthusiasm and zeal 
in producing this wonderful e magazine to make philatelists throughout the world happy as can be seen 
by the happy comments from worldwide Philatelists! May Almighty God bless the endeavour and zeal 
of each and every philatelist engaged in producing this excellent bulletin and give them the wisdom to 
produce many more fascinating articles in the coming years. 
 

Ravindra Kumar 
Tirupur, TN 

Editor, 
 
      As I always used to say this is the best magazine in all aspects content, lay out presentaion and 
articles covers reaches the international standards.  The credit goes to Mohanachandran Nair and his 
team.  Keep it up. 
 
      In philatelic literature contribution India is lacking, except few, more and more people should 
contribute articles to magazines both National and International magazines and write books. 
 

Lokeswara Rao, 
Bangalore 

Dear Editor, 
 
      Thanks for August 2023 issue.  The article ‘Half a Century Designing India Stamps’ was very 
informative.  I am expecting more such articles in future. 
 

 Sasikumar 
sasikumar1947@gmail.com  

Dear Sir, 
 
      Thanks for the editorial in the issue No.90 (August 2023).  Philatelists of India should protest 
unitedly against the pen cancellation prevailed in some post offices.  Article on Indian stamp designer 
Shri. Prakashi was excellent. 
 

Dhirendra Misra 
Jaipur 

Dear, 
 
      The tree Baobab is known as Hathiyan ka paed (elephant like tree) less than 2 kms from Golconda 
fort in Hyderabad.  Very wide trunk and at one place 8/9 persons can go into it and you’re surrounded 
on all sides by the trunk.  Very interesting articles in the bulletin.  Highly appreciable.  Mr. Nair doing 
his best. 
 

Devender Jain 
Hyderabad 

mailto:sasikumar1947@gmail.com
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INDIAN WINNERS AT TAIPEI 2023 
 
      The 39th Asian International Stamp Exhibition TAIPEI-2023 concluded on 15 August 2023 at Taipei 
World Trade Centre, Exhibition Hall 1.  Following are the Indian winners. Congratulations winners. 
 

       
Umesh Kakkeri (LV), Piyush Khaitan (V), Prakash O K (V), Vijay Wadhwa (2 S & 1B), Lokeswara Rao (S), 

Jaagruthi Nithin Adka (V), Kaveri Soorya Swamy (V) 
 

      The following is the Award List of Indian Winners. 
 

 
 
 

TALK BY DR. M. R. RAMESH KUMAR 
 
      Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar gave an interactive talk at the 
Tapal Bhawan, Patto, Panaji, Goa, on 13th August, 2023 on 
the topic "A Philatelic Journey to Antarctica". He also gave 
away several prizes to the participants from Antarctica rocks 
to carried covers to special covers and chocolates too and 
SIPA Primers to the correct answers. The event was in 
association with the Goa Philately and Numismatics Society 
and the Department of Posts,  Goa Postal Division.  

News in Brief 
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PARTITION HORRORS REMEMBRANCE DAY EXHIBITIONS 
 
      On the occasion of  Partition Horrors Remembrance Day - 14th August - a photo exhibition along 
with philatelic exhibition on the theme of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, Learn through Mahatma on  his 
quotes,  Unsung Heroes, She Heroes  of Indian Freedom Movement arranged at Dehradun GPO from 
11-14 August  2023.  Exhibits of Mr. Abhay Mishra and Sreejesh Krishnan were arranged here.  
 

    
 
      In connection with this remembrance day  philatelic exhibitions were also conducted at Pondicherry 
Philatelic Bureau, Villupuram HPO by Pondicherry Postal Division, St. Thomas Mount H.O. under 
Chennai City South Division, T. Nagar H.O. under Central Division and Philatelic Bureau, Anna Road 
H.O. 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
 

 
PHILATELIC CLUB INAUGURATED 
 
      A new Philatelic club was inaugurated at Rotary Matric Higher Secondary School, Viswanatham, 
Crackers Town, Sivakasi on 9th August 2023.  Senior philatelist Shri. B Karthikeyan of Virudhunagr, 
Tamilnadu inaugurated the club.  He also gave a speech on philately and trained the member students 
to write letters and post it. 
 

      
 
      Nearly 50 students joined the club and participated in a letter writing seminar. 

 
 

Courtesy: B Karthikeyan 
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SCHOOLPEX-2023 
 
      The 24th School Level Stamp Exhibition, Schoolpex-2023 was inaugurated by Ms. Anubrata Das, 
Director Postal Services (HQ) Rajasthan Circle India Posts, on 14 August 2023 at 11.00 am at S J T 
Sr. Secondary School.  Guest of Honour Fr. M Arockiam S J T Sr. Secondary School,  Principal - St 
Xavier’s School, Mr. Yogesh Bhatnagar, President, Philatelic Society of Rajasthan(PSR), Vice 
President Dr Rakesh Thapar, General Secretary Mr. Rajesh Paharia and other senior members of PSR  
were present.  The function was attended by students of many schools along with their teachers, 
members of PSR, Philatelists and Parents.  
 

   
 

      The programme started with a welcome note by president Xavier’s Philatelic Club, Bhoomi Singh 
followed by details of past and present Schoolpex by Gen. Secretary PSR Mr. Rajesh Paharia. The 
gathering was informed that there are 120 entries showcasing over 15000 thousand stamps and covers 
showcasing interesting themes like Plants, Animals, Birds, Planes, Ships, and some innovative themes 
like Medical Science, Greetings, Diwali etc. An unusual exhibit is showing perfumed stamps, stamps 
made of silk, plastic etc. Mr Paharia informed that PSR has run a collage competition programme with 
India posts in which its member Mr I S Jain has provided common and defective stamps to make 
collage and many such art were displayed in exhibition.  
 

       
 

      Chief guest Ms Anubrata Das praised the effort of organisers and school club for conducting such 
a beautiful exhibition. The Guest of Honour father principal motivated students to learn from stamps.  
 
      A special film on Ramayana explained with stamps produced by Vidyashram School was screened 
and viewers were delighted with beautiful and creative work done by students. 
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      Inaugural activities moved to Quiz competition conducted by President PSR Mr Yogesh Bhatnagar. 
Awards were given to the winning students by India Posts.  
 
      An India posts stall along with a limited number of dealer stalls has been arranged at venue. Next 
day’s (15 August 2023) important activities were, release of special slogan cancellation 'Greetings on 
Independence Day' by India Posts Rajasthan circle at 7.30 am at school lawns along with Flag Hoisting. 
Students were provided picture postcards to write and post patriotic slogans in a post box provided at 
the venue. Best card was awarded.  
 
      Students keenly saw the exhibits and there was excitement in taking selfies and group photos with 
postman standby at the venue. 

Courtesy: Rajesh Paharia 

 

 
PHILATELIC SEMINAR & QUIZ 
 
      A philatelic seminar and quiz were arranged at N A Annappa Raja Memorial Higher Secondary 
School, Textile Town, Rajapalayam, Tamilnadu on 10 August 2023.  Eminent philatelist Shri. B 
Karthikeyan of Virudhunagar conducted the seminar and quiz.  He spoke on the subject “How to Collect 
and Store Stamps” at the seminar. 
 

  
 
      A mini philatelic display was also arranged at the venue.  Gifts were presented to winners of the 
quiz by the principal of the school. 

Courtesy: B Karthikeyan 

 

 
 
 
 
PHILATELIC WORKSHOPS IN JAIPUR 
 
      Philatelic Workshops programme in Jaipur by Senior 
Superintendent of Post Offices, Jaipur City is under progress 
with co-operation of Philatelic Society of Rajasthan (PSR).  Mr. 
Yogesh Bhatnagar, President Philatelic Society of Rajasthan 
conducted the workshops. Nearly 10 workshops have already 
been conducted and another 10 are scheduled in near future.  
PSR members contributed their spare stamps, knowledge and 
valuable time for the success of these workshops. 
 

Courtesy: Rajesh Paharia 
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BENGALURU POSTCROSSERS MEET 
 
      On 13th August 2023 Bengaluru Postcrossers gather again for a memorable meet up again, 
happened for first time which was INDO-CHINA joint (Beijing & Bengaluru) postcrossing meet up 
celebrating our culture together, for example, lunar year 
celebration and Diwali. We signed more than 600 cards inside 
a beautiful space of a book store at Church Street called 
Bookworm with three beautiful design’s curated by Chinese 
Postcrosser. We also had a video call with all of them at Beijing 
China discussing about handicrafts, culture, UNESCO sites 
and of course cards . Postcrossers from Wayanad and 
Kanchipuram also joined us for this event. 

 
Courtesy: Praveen Shastry P M 

 
DHAI AKHAR LETTER WRITING COMPETITION 
 
      The Department of Posts is organising the Dhai Akhar Letter Writing Competition at National Level 
on the theme “Digital India for New India”.  Details are furnished below: 
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By Mohanachandran Nair 
 

      Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched Chandrayan-3, the third Indian 
lunar exploration, on 14 July 2023.  The spacecraft rotated the lunar orbit around 19 days and the 
lander named ‘Vikram’ touched down on the moon’s south polar region on 23 August 2023 at 6.04 pm. 
This was India’s second attempt to land a spacecraft on the moon.  Next day ISRO switched on the 
payloads on lander ‘Vikram’ and started moving the rover named ‘Pragyan’ on the lunar surface making 
the images of India’s Ashoka and ISRO’s emblems on the ground.  India is the fourth country 
successfully landing on the moon and the first to land at the south pole.   
 
      People across the country were eagerly watching on television screen with prayers.  After the 
successful soft landing the celebration started.  Indian philately also celebrated this event with great 
pleasure and numerous activities.  Some of them are furnished below. 
 
Karnataka Postal Circle arranged an “Unique Philately Event” witnessing the landing of Chandrayan-3 on a big 

screen on 23 August 2023 at Meghdooth Auditorium, Bangalore GPO.  After the successful soft landing, a Special 

Cover was issued on the occasion.   

 
 

                
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CPMG, Karnataka Postal Circle releasing the 

special cover by handing over it to philatelist  
Shri. Sushil Mehra 

 

 

The Special Cover/cancellation 

Chandrayan-3 
 

CPMG, Karnataka and Shri. Sushil Mehra in front of the mini 
philatelic display on ‘Space’ arranged at GPO, Bangalore 
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Two commemorative covers produced at Mumbai cancelled with Special Cancellation of Lander ‘Vikram’ 

 
 

 

 

     
                                                                                                 

Special cancellations issued in Mumbai on Lander -‘Vikram’  

and rover ‘Pragyan’ 

Special Cancellation and Slogan postmark issued at Bengaluru 

Commemorative cover & postcard produced at Trivandrum cancelled with  

Permanent Pictorial Cancellation of ISRO Thumba, Trivandrum 
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Another two commemorative covers created at Mumbai 

 

     
 

     
 

Rajasthan Postal Circle issued five picture postcards based on children’s drawings  

 

More philatelic materials were produced to commemorate Chandrayan-3 in different parts of the country, which 

will be published in this magazine in the coming issues. 

 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.  Please send the matter in A4 size 

Word format.  Send the clear images in separate files. 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
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By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai 
 

  

 
 

Background - There is a famous quote, often attributed to military leaders like Frederick the Great of 
Germany or Napoleon the Great of France, which talks about the Army moving on its stomach or 
belly, because without logistical arrangements for food, no army can move or even exist. Another 
similar essential service is the mail system, without which the link in between the serving fighting men, 
and their near and dear ones left behind at home, to defend whom they fight, will be lost. Therefore, 
it is not surprising to find that as per the literature produced by The Army Postal Service in December 
1980, which is shown here, as far back as the year 1800, The Indian Post Office of that period, had 
been making special arrangements to serve the army. Troops consisting of Indians served the British 
in China, Burma and Persia in the 1800s itself, making the Army Postal service, of that period not just 
essential for the British, but for Indians serving in British armies too. The Indian Army Postal service 
had brought out a Souvenir for INDPEX 1973, where they traced the usage of adhesive postage 
stamps by the Army Postal Services to the Army Post Office set up at Bushire, South Persia, (now 
Iran) in 1856.  Therefore there was hardly any gap in  between the introduction of the modern All 
India Post and Telegraph Department on 1st  October 1854, and the first full-fledged army post office 
(which are different from the field Post offices that accompanied the army earlier). 
 

 
 

     

Army Postal Service And Their Contribution to  

Indian Philately 
 



                                                              Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.91/September 2023 16 

Stamps used by the Army Postal services - The Army (APO) and Field Post offices (FPO) use the 
currently existing Indian stamps available at the given time of use, specially definitive ones, even in 
their Post Offices abroad. However, to prevent the unauthorized use of these stamps, the concerned 
stamps were overprinted with the location where the Army is serving abroad. Army Post Office served 
in Korea, Indo-China - S.E. Asia  (initially overprinted  as Viet-nam, Laos and Combodia, and later 
overprinted as ICC), Gaza strip (overprinted as UNEF) in  the Middle East, and Congo in Central Africa, 
where Indian Army Units formed part of UN Peace Keeping forces there. Some examples of then 
currently available  Indian definitive  stamps overprinted by the APS for  S E Asian, Gaza and Congo 
are shared here.   
 

                   
 

 
 

      In the pre-Independence period, from 1900, stamps for forces serving in China were overprinted  

C.E.F. and for forces serving overseas during WW I, as I.E.F etc These stamps  highlight the activities 

of our Armed forces in different places in the world, and also form part of Indian Philatelic history. 
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Field Post Office cancellations -Cancellations form an important part of the Philatelic study of stamps 
and postal history. Many, including the famous Indian philatelist, Mr. Jal Cooper, whose stamp is shown 
here, have carried out detailed studies of Indian postal cancellations, which has added immensely to 
the knowledge gained about Indian Postal and Philatelic history. The Army Post Office and Field Office 
cancellations of various types, including Censor marks have added an interesting chapter to Indian 
Philatelic history also. Examples of WW I cancellations and Censor marks, which appeared as part of 
an article dated April 12 1964, in the Illustrated Weekly of India, is shared here. In addition, a few letters 
received by army family members after 1960 are shared in this article, where both the FPO and Censor 
markings are visible.  
 

    
 

    
 

      In the initial period, FPO cancellations  and postmarks were used on the Army covers sent to 

families in India, with the Army Post Office designations indicated on them, such as ‘Field Post, Persia’ 

(1856), “Field Force Post Office, Abyssinia”(1865), “Field Force Egypt, No. 1”(1882) etc. but after the 

Third Burmese War, which made Burma also a part of the British India Empire, around 1885, the Field 

Post Offices shed their place names, and started using the numbering system we see in use today. 

This also ensures the location of the Army unit or army personnel, will no longer be known to those 

who maybe spies, thereby keeping such information secret, especially during wars or emergencies. 
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Army Postal stationary – Postal stationery also form an interesting part of philately, and therefore the 
various stationery issued for use by the Indian Armed forces, can be of interest to collectors. The 
available records indicate that in 1879, the first postal Cover for use by British soldiers and sailors 
writing to their homes was issued, with a value of 9 pies and in 1895, when postal rates were increased, 
these were overprinted with a Crown, and value overprinted/stamped as 1 Anna (at that time the 
currency used was in Pies, Paisa, Anna and Rupees). In 1900 embossed post cards and envelopes 
were overprinted CEF for the use of China Expeditionary Forces and again around 1915, for WW I, 
such stationery were overprinted IEF.  During WW II, the range of army stationery increased a lot, and 
included the following –  
 
A. Embossed Air Mail pink envelope in 2 formats.  
 
B. Airmail letter cards, also called air letters, for use with adhesive postal stamps which rate varied       
based on the destination.  
 
C. Blue triangle Airmail letters cards which were open and exempted from unit censorship.  
 
D. Embossed Airmail letter called Forces Letter. 
 
E. Air graphs (or letters, that where telegraphed) where the charges depended on the number of words, 
destination etc.  
 
F. Green envelopes, which were exempted from unit Censorship, which were, used by soldiers to write 
to families, and  
 
G. Postage free envelopes and post cards, issued to soldiers posted abroad. This range has been 
currently reduced to 2 - pink coloured “Forces Letter” and the dark green “Green Envelope”. 
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Army Postal Service issued Postal Covers – All authorized postal stamps are issued only by the P 
& T Dept, as are First Day Covers, but just like Special Covers which are being issued by Postal Circles 
in India, the Army Postal Service also have been give power to commemorate events like Jubilee 
celebrations of army Regiments and Units and other armed forces like the Airforce and Navy, reunions, 
landmark battles, presentation of new Colours by the President of India etc. One of the currently 
available postal commemorative stamp issued in that period  by Indian Postal Service,  is normally 
used, but the cover and cancellations designs are the choice of the APS. Instead of the name of the 
place of issue, the cancellations are provided by the 2 major APOs, namely 56 and 99. Here are shown 
a few examples . 
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      If you examine each of the Army covers shared, regardless of whether it is a cover for a battle, the  

anniversary or Presidential Colours Presentation for a regiment, or of a naval ship, or an Air-force 

squadron there are a lot of useful details given that make us proud of our military and their achievements.  

 

   
 

Earliest Army Covers. The first official First Day Cover issued by the Indian Army Postal Service were 
for a set of Indian map definitive overprinted for the use of the Indian Army contingent with the UN 
forces in Congo, which cover was issued on 15th January 1962, which was celebrated as Army Day 
during that period. On Army Day 1965, 4 such special FDCs were also issued, with a Nehru coin stamp 
over printed ICC for the 3 FPOs operating with the Indian Army contingents in SE Asia, with each 
cancelled by their respective FPOs, and one for the Indian Contingent in Gaza, for which the same 
Nehru coin stamp has been overprinted UNEF, also cancelled by that particular FPO.  All 4 Covers are 
shown here. However, by 1971, when the Army Day 1971 cover was, issued on 15th January 1971, the 
word First Day Cover was dropped, and the issuer named as Army Postal Service only. Moreover, 
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instead of cancellations being provided by various FPOs, all cancellations are by 56 or 99 APO. The 
cover shown here has a 99 APO cancellation. 

 

 
 
Please note- In the above section, as well as in some other sections, where addresses have been given on 
covers, have been electronically erased so as to safeguard the identity / privacy of the receivers and senders.  
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NEWER ARMY POSTAL SERVICE COVERS – Most of the Army Covers issued initially were for Army 
Units only, which were mainly issued by 56 APO and some by APO 99.However within the last 2 
decades many more Covers have been issued on the Navy and IAF. At the same time, some armed 
force units, like INS Rajali in in TN, NDA in Pune, and Western Naval command in Mumbai have issues 
their own Special Covers in the last one decade. Some older army units, like the 2nd  Battalion of the 
8th  Gurkha rifles have had both their 150th  and 175th  Anniversary celebrated with APS Covers, Many 
different battalions of the same Regiment are shown on Army Covers. An example of the Punjab 
Regiment has been taken, as some of their battalions were originated in Tamil Nadu under the British 
Raj. Since one of these battalions of the Punjab Regiment,   originated as   the Carnatic   Marines, 
serving on British warships along the Madras coastline,  The Punjab Regiment is perhaps the only 
Army Regiment that features a ship as one of their insignias.  
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      Some of the Param Vir Chakra winners, and, Ashoka Chakra winners have Army Covers issued 

in their honour and certain major World War and Post World  War battles are also commemorated on 

such Army Covers. In addition, interesting commemorative stamps have been used  on  Army  

Covers, in addition to the individual cancellations and cachets designs for each Army Cover, which 

adds to their philatelic interest, especially if one has collected Army Postal Service issued Covers for 

many decades. for the variety of Indian stamps they represent. Some examples of these are shared 

here above.. 
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Army Postal Service Corps – Here is some more information about the Army Postal Service Corps 
and its units. APS  provides Postal Remittance, Savings & Insurance services to Army, Indian 
Navy, Air Force and Paramilitary forces personnel through 500 Field Post Offices established across 
the country. It also provides postal Covers to Indian troops deployed with United Nations Peace 
Keeping Forces abroad.  
 

 
 
      The head of Army Postal Service is the Additional Director General, Army Postal Service at Army 
Headquarters in the rank of Major General. He is assisted by Deputy Director General, Army Postal 
Service in the rank of Brigadier at Army Headquarters.  
 

     

 
      The two Command Based Post Offices at Delhi and Kolkata and Army Postal Service Centre 
at Kamptee, Nagpur are commanded by Commandants in the rank of Colonel. The Officers 
Commanding Corps/Divisional/Area/Border Roads/Assam Rifles/Air Force Postal Units in the rank 
of Lt Col/ Major/Captain monitor the functioning of Field Post Offices (FPOs) under their control and 
discharge the functions of the Postal Advisor to the General-Officer-Commanding. Two Central Base 
Post Offices and Section Base Post Offices serve as the nodal points for mail processing. The Central 
Base Post Offices are 56 and 99 APO operating out of New Delhi (No. 1 CBPO) and Kolkata (No. 2 
CBPO), respectively. 99 APO covers all formations in the eight north-eastern states, West Bengal and 
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands through its network of nearly 130 FPOs. 56 APO covers the rest of 
the country through its network of 50 FPOs. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mail
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remittance
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insurance
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Army
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Navy
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Navy
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Air_Force
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paramilitary_forces_of_India
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_personnel
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/India_and_the_United_Nations
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_peacekeeping
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_peacekeeping
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_General
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brigadier
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kolkata
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kamptee
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonel
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assam_Rifles
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Air_Force
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lt_Col
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain_(armed_forces)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Officer_Commanding
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Delhi
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kolkata
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northeast_India
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bengal
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andaman_and_Nicobar_Islands
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The latest addition to India Post stamps on Army Postal Service, is this stamp dated 1st March 2023.which honours  

75 years of the Army Postal Service’s 1st CENTRAL BASE POST OFFICE. New Delhi, which is also mentioned  

in Army Postal Service Corps para of this article, here above. 

 

In conclusion, when one considers the range of cancellations, covers and stationary linked to the Indian 
Army Postal Service, it can be said they have made a substantial contribution to the variety found in 
Indian Philately. 
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
https://www.facebook.com/philately.information 

 

 

 

Moldavian Bull's Heads – 

Issued By The Principality Of Moldavia In 1858 
 
      Ox head, or aurochs head (Romanian Cap de Bour, English Bull's Head or Moldavian Bulls, French 
tête de Taureau ) is the name of the first Moldovan and Romanian so stamps, which were issued in 
1858. 
 
      Barely 18 years after Penny Black, the first postage stamp in the world, was published in Britain, 
they brought on 22 July 1858 in Iaşi ( Jassy dt ), the capital of Moldova, the first Romanian postage 
stamps in the Postal Service. Moldavia and Wallachia were at this time still separate principalities, both 
under Ottoman rule. 1862 they joined together for the new Kingdom of Romania. 
 
The first issue 
 
      The first issue in a circle showing the aurochs head with the five-pointed star between the horns, 
the coat of arms of Moldova. The Posthorn including enclosing the nominal value. Around the bison 
head found in Cyrillic Romanian version of "Porto scrisori " German " postage ". The four nominal 
values of this first edition, which was only about 100 days in traffic, are quite strange: 27, 54, 81 and 
108 Parale. A special feature are the human-like facial features of the aurochs. 
 

                       

 
      Of the total of 24,000 stamps of the first edition (6,000 x 27 para, para 10.000 x 54, 2,000 x 81 x 
108 and 6,000 para para) today only 724 pieces, 89 pieces on envelopes. 
 
The second edition 
 
      The second output consists of only three, now rounded nominal values of 5, 40 and 80 Parale that 
made the mental arithmetic easier. The square shape also allowed for a more accurate cut from the 
sheet. The Romanian version of "Porto Scrisorei" or on the 5 - Parale - ox head "Porto gazetei" 
(German "newspaper Porto") can be found here in the Latin alphabet. The abbreviated value unit "par" 
is still in Cyrillic. The reason for this is that the Romanian principalities under Ottoman rule were not 
characterize own coins. There were several coins from the surrounding countries in circulation, but 
coins mainly of Russian origin. 
 

Stamp of the month 
 

https://www.facebook.com/philately.information
https://philatelyinformation.blogspot.com/2023/07/moldavian-bulls-heads-issued-by.html
https://philatelyinformation.blogspot.com/2023/07/moldavian-bulls-heads-issued-by.html
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The most expensive ox head 
 
      The most expensive ox head was for 135,000 Swiss francs (about € 92,078 ) at auction (February 
2008). It is a very well preserved, ungestempeltes copy of the first edition, Parale with the nominal 
value of 27. The stamp is rubberized original and it was very carefully cut out from the sheet: perfectly 
rectangular, with a large margin around the printed image. 
 
The most expensive newspaper in the world 
 
      A copy of the newspaper Zimbrulu si Vulturulu ("Bison and Eagle", the eagle of the coat of arms of 
Wallachia was ) is covered with eight Cap-de- Bour - marks, divided into two strips (3 5 ). The value is 
about 3 million euros today. The postal workers in Iasi had the stamps for eight newspapers a recipient 
from Galaţi all glued to a newspaper. The receiver sold the newspaper a stamp collector for little money. 
Since then, the showpiece was sighted once, in 1969 at an exhibition in Sofia. A federal stamp lovers 
to have bought the newspaper. It is definitely in Switzerland in the locker of a bank (as of February 
2008). 
 

 

 
Reference : https://memim.com/moldavian-bull's-heads.html 
 
Second Image of Newspaper : https://museum.davidfeldman.com//images/2021/03/journal.jpg 
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By Dr. Upender Vennam 

 

      Thematic Exhibit demands great planning and execution skills. A thematic exhibit, when it is treated as 
finest art, it will be rewarded suitably with appropriate medal by an experienced and balanced Jury.  The 
primary object of an exhibitor is to maximize his/her exhibit score after the exhibit is judged.  Therefore, a 
nicely built up thematic exhibit is undoubtedly a finest craft.  Preparation for building up thematic exhibit 
involves following aspects:  
 
Finding a theme that suits our interest: 
 
      It is recommended that the exhibitor should have prior knowledge of that domain, on which exhibit is 
proposed to be built up.  In other words, a thematic exhibitor is expected to know the details of the theme 
proposed to be built-up in advance.  The exhibitor needs to do lot of research on those topics, which are 
familiar to him/her. A person who is familiar with botanical or zoological aspects can build-up a thematic 
subject close to these topics with less effort and with maximum impact. A Doctor can look for his/her topic 
of choice which is familiar to him/her.  The logic is that if we have great aptitude in those areas then it 
becomes easy to build-up the exhibit with that theme.  The takeaway is that we should choose an area, 
which is close to our heart. Unlike Topical Philately, a thematic exhibit demands a story.  Therefore, the 
topic chosen should be able to lead to a good story, told through a variety of philatelic material.   
 
Gathering appropriate Philatelic Material: 
 
      Once the topic is chosen, then one need to scout for the philatelic material. The exhibitor needs to build 
up relationship with various exhibitors, dealers apart from registering in Stamps vending sites / WhatsApp 
groups.  There are many online stamps vending sites like Delcampe, eBay, Postbeeld, Hip stamp etc. It is 
easy to source material from these e-market places as hundreds of dealers across the world offer quality 
material.  Apart from these sites, there are some Indian sites too which offer variety of philatelic material 
including ancillaries.   
 
      One need to divide his/her exhibit into various chapters say 4-5 chapters. The draft navigation / story 
line is to be written down on paper. Accordingly, the philatelic materials need to be purchased.  While 
gathering variety of philatelic materials, it should be ensured that the stamps proportion may be around 30 
to 40%.  Rest should be on different philatelic elements like proofs, specimen, major errors, oddities, freaks, 
franked items, perfins, over prints etc. The material should cover as far as possible, all time periods, i.e., 
from classic period to modern.  The proportion of material from modern period, say for the last 20 years 
should be kept minimum.  More and more postally used covers, having multiple franking in best condition 
with clear impressions are to be procured. While gathering the material, some difficult – to get material also 
to be purchased. Such procured material should be securely placed in a good quality stamp album, duly 
segregated chapter wise.   
 
Collecting thematic details: 
 
      Once large proportion of philatelic material is procured, the next activity is to gather literature on the 
theme. Such gathered information needs to be collated chapter-wise.  One need to consult proper text 
books, reference material, besides online resources.  Initially one need to collect huge information. Such 
information needs to be segregated into story in line with the proposed chapter and sub-chapter-wise, from 
the draft segregated information.  The most relevant aspects to the story need to be re-written, aligning with 
philatelic material available.  The text should not be more than one or two lines under each philatelic item.  
One need to exercise utmost caution in mentioning thematic text. The principle of ‘write what you show – 
show what you write’ to be kept in mind and followed. 
 
 

Thematic Exhibiting - Few Practical Tips 
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Securing a good quality Exhibit Sheets: 
 
      The most important item after securing the philatelic material is the exhibit sheet. The exhibit sheet 
should withstand the weight of philatelic material mounted on it.  Therefore, it is advised to procure the best 
quality exhibit sheet of 220 gsm at least. The color of the exhibit should not be milky white nor colored. It 
should be half-white with even surface. It should not be toxic and should not cause damage to the items 
mounted on it.  The size of exhibit sheet can be of 3 dimensions.  It can be of A4 size sheet or A3 size 
(including A3+) or square size i.e., 31cm X 29cm.  While going for these sizes, it should be ensured that 
the height of exhibit sheet is 29cm.  Therefore, it would be good idea to procure the big sized paper board 
and cut it into required size.  When items are large in size, it is appropriate to use A3 exhibit sheet.  The 
popular size across globe for an advanced exhibitor is square size exhibit sheet.  In case of A4, the number 
of sheets per frame will be 16 and for A3 the number is 8.  In case of using square size exhibit sheets, the 
number per frame is 12 in 4 rows altogether.  One should procure high quality exhibit sheet protectors of 
BOPP (Bi-axially Oriented Poly Propylene) make.  These are generally imported from Bangkok and Taiwan. 
These are supposed to be non-toxic. 
 
Working soft copy of Exhibit: 
 
      As per FIP rules, there is no disadvantage when the exhibit sheet is hand written. These are the days 
of advanced use of technology.  Therefore, ideally, computer to be used for preparing the soft copy and 
printing the contents of exhibit sheet with high quality (laser quality) printer.  Normally suggested fonts are: 
Times New Roman, Arial and Calibri.  Arial narrow font uses less space. The font size should be 12 for 
thematic and 11 for philatelic text.  It all depends on the exhibitor skills in designing an exhibit sheet.  The 
title, the sub-title, the page summary, the text (thematic and philatelic) below the philatelic item, the layout 
of individual items- all need to be arranged with great professional skill.  Ultimately, it is the ‘presentation’ 
component of thematic judging criteria, decides the medal level.  Various techniques of documentation like 
highlighting the rarity and / or the important aspects of item shown, the use of appropriate guiding symbols- 
all will help enhance the aesthetics of the exhibit sheet.  The bottom line is that text should be telegraphic. 
The philatelic item should speak for itself and for that the text will aid.  Therefore, the exhibitor should make 
a conscious effort to see that the viewers eye ‘catches only the philatelic item’ when viewed.  Use of different 
colors across the exhibit is strictly prohibited. The color used should be uniform and consistent, which is 
aligned with the Plan page on the first exhibit sheet. It is strongly advised to create a box with border in 
which philatelic item is securely mounted. The thickness of the box line can be 0.25mm and preferably 
black color.  When rare items are to be highlighted, the box line can be in red with thickness of about 
0.25mm.  The e-matting enhances the beauty of the exhibit. The page summary at the top right-hand corner 
will help the viewers to understand the story being told on the page. The text below each philatelic item to 
be aligned with the box border line confining the philatelic item. When exhibit sheets are kept in a row and 
when viewed from 2ft distance or so, it should leave a favorable impression of exhibit aesthetics.  Therefore, 
the alignment of each philatelic item not only on the exhibit sheet, but across the row should be aesthetically 
arranged. The heavier items to be positioned in the bottom of the exhibit sheet and the lighter and small 
size items to be positioned on the top of it.  When ‘key item’ is placed on the exhibit sheet, it should be 
positioned in such a way that it stands out.   
 
      In other words, relatively the space around such ‘key item’ should be ‘more’ compared to the white 
space between other items. The ‘key item’ should be positioned in the 2nd or 3rd row, preferably in the middle 
portion of the exhibit.  There are other ways of highlighting the ‘key items’ also like with distinct boarder line 
around the ‘key item’.  The page titles and sub-titles sizes should be bigger than the thematic and philatelic 
text size. For the purpose of creating thematic exhibits, MS Publisher will be of great help. With constant 
practice, one can master the art of creating a good exhibit.  The exhibits can be numbered at the bottom 
right hand corner of exhibit sheet.   
 
      Once exhibit is created frame-wise, the sheets can be arranged on a table / ground to see whether the 
frame has come up aesthetically presentable.  Also, it needs to be seen whether the ‘key items’ can be 
spotted easily.  One need to find out whether there are any distracting items on the exhibit sheet.  It is a 
good idea once thematic text is prepared, it should be copied on to MS-Word page so has to see whether 
the story has un-interrupted flow.  
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      The thematic text should be free from grammatical errors and in a telegraphic text form.  The philatelic 
items are to be presented as per the FIP norms.  On each page, variety of philatelic elements need to be 
shown. On an average, 8 items and above may be ensured. Overall in a five-frame thematic exhibit, there 
will be around 500 items.  The number of philatelic elements per frame to be ensured above 16 numbers. 
It would be a good idea to mention page-wise philatelic items in an Excel sheet. A ‘pie chart’ may be created 
to know relative proportion of different philatelic elements present in the exhibit. As noted, the stamps 
percentage may be ensured below 40%.  As many as possible, good number of commercially used postal 
covers, postal stationery in mint form, major errors, multiple franked covers need to be spread across the 
exhibit.  The modern material should be in excellent condition.  The stamp and the cancellation are 
important philatelic items. Especially in India, there are many special covers issued covering various 
situations.  These will come handy in advancing the story.  The cancellation part helps the exhibit to elevate 
its standard.  A cancellation should be clearly visible. Where necessary a small arrow may be stuck pointing 
the portion of cancellation relevant for the exhibit. 
   
      It may so happen that there may not be any philatelic item, which directly advances the story. In such 
situations, the intelligent use of cancellations, franks, slogans, errors etc., can be made use to advance the 
story.  The use of such material is not directly evident. But on close examination, such material can be 
linked for advancement of the story.  Such ‘surprise material’ will earn additional marks.  
  
      The special covers issued in India will come with some design/illustration on the left side of the special 
cover. This is not to be shown when displayed on the exhibit. It is only the stamp and cancellation that are 
relevant to for advancing the story.  Therefore, a ‘window’ needs to be created by cutting the exhibit sheet 
so has to insert the cachet portion behind exhibit sheet. This is true in respect of big sized commercially 
used covers also.  The postal stationary need to be shown in its entirety. When variety of postal stationaries 
of same design need to be shown, those can be overlapped. Otherwise, overlapping of any philatelic items 
is not to be done.  There should be ‘breathing space’ around each philatelic item.  
 
      The story advances from top left to top right and then from second row onward top left to top right.  
There should be inter connection between two pages. In other words, the last item on each page should 
lead to the advancement of story in the next page. Essentially thematic exhibit is about conveying story 
through philatelic items.  Ideally each philatelic item positioned on exhibit sheet need to advance the story. 
Each item to be independent and at the same time contributes to the advancement of story. 
 
      Therefore, the sequence of items to be arranged in such a way that inter change of items will hamper 
advancement of story.  It may so happen that in every thematic exhibition this type of situation will not be 
there. The page sub-title may alone advance the story with various items presented on the exhibit sheet.  
For example:  When ‘dance forms’ is the sub-title, there may not be any story between two philatelic items 
shown on the exhibit showing different types of dance. In other words, each philatelic item may be 
representing one form of dance. What best can be done in such a situation is grouping of similar nature of 
items together.  For Example:  When dance forms are shown, variety of dance forms like classical dances, 
folk dances etc., can be grouped together based on certain common aspects.  The idea is that in some way 
relationship among the items shown on the exhibit sheet should be established so as to advance the story 
as arranged on the plan page. The exhibit should have the clear beginning, engaging story as it unfolds 
and ends with strong conclusion.  The Plan page need to be re-visited again and again as exhibit is 
constructed. By the time last page is completed, the Plan page reaches its culmination.   
 
      Therefore, Plan page is the first page in constructing the exhibit and also the last one to be completed 
after rest of exhibit pages are worked.  The Title need to be innovative and convey the story in one go. 
Accordingly, the Title page, introduction and plan need to be worked out carefully.  One ‘key’ philatelic item 
may be kept on the Title page which will represent the most important aspect of the exhibit. There should 
not be any use of non-philatelic items in the exhibit. The border-line items should be kept barest minimum. 
Picture post cards and revenue items should not be used at all.  
 
      May the thematic exhibits grow in quality and win international acclaim!  

 

*********** 
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By Kumar Biswas, Energy Philatelist 
Member, The Petroleum Philatelic Society International, U.K. 

 
      The name of Panipat reminds one about the historical background of a location in India where three 
fierce battles were fought and which had changed the political course of India. 
 
      The First Battle of Panipat was fought on 21 April 1526 between Sultan Ibrahim Lodhi, the Afghan 
ruler of Delhi sultanate and Babur, the aspiring fighter from Samarkand (present day Uzbekistan). 
According to Baburnama (the autobiography by Babur):  "By the grace of the Almighty God, this difficult 
task was made easy to me and that mighty army, in the space of a half a day was laid in dust." 
 
      That half day war ended the Lodhi rule in India and laid the foundation stone of Mughal empire by 
Babur. 
 
      The second battle at the plain land of Panipat was unfolded on 05 November 1556. It was between 
Akbar, the Mughal ruler, under the guidance of Bairam Khan and King Hemu who had a strong base 
in Bengal. In the battle, Hemu was killed and that ended the saga. 
 
      The third battle of Panipat happened on 14 January 1761.  It was the last military engagement at 
that place. It happened between Maratha Confederacy and the attacking army of Durrani Empire. The 
Martha military was under the command of Sadashivrao Bhau. They faced the challenge of combined 
force of invading Afghans, Rohillas led by Abdali, Najib ad-Dawlah and Shuja-ud-Daula. In the battle, 
Maratha army was defeated. 
 
      Nearly 250 years later, at Panipat (though not exactly at the same battle ground), big distillation 
columns and other paraphernalia of a very big refinery complex raised its head. A refinery of Indian Oil 
Corporation Ltd; of capacity of 6.0 million metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA) made a humble beginning 
in the month of July 1998. 
 

 
 
      It was the seventh commissioned refinery (out of ten refineries) of Indian Oil Corporation Ltd., 
located at a place precisely called Baholi, Panipat, in the state of Haryana, northern India. It is located 
approximately 120 km away from Delhi, the national capital of India. Today, rather than a refining plant, 
it is an integrated complex consisting of a refinery and petrochemical plants, spread over 4222 acres 
of land. The petroleum location is one of the biggest integrated refinery and petrochemical center in 
India and it is the third largest in South East Asia. 

Panipat Refinery, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd; My Stamp 
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      The PX-PTA units of the Panipat refinery were commissioned in June 2006. The petrochemical 
complex produces paraxylene and PTA. Benzene is one of the by-products.  
 
      Panipat refinery has configuration to process both domestic as well as imported crude oil. It 
receives imported crude oil from Vadinar, Gujarat through am underground cross-country Salaya – 
Mathura pipeline.  
 
      Imported crude oil arrives by Very Large Crude Carriers (VLCCs) at Mundra port of the state of 
Gujarat and is discharged through Single Buoy Mooring (SBM). The imported crude intake is through 
a cross-country underground pipeline, originating from Mundra, Gujarat to the refinery at Panipat. The 
length of the crude pipeline is 1194 km.  
 
     The refinery also intakes R-LNG, for its captive power plant, through a dedicated pipeline from 
Dadri, Uttar Pradesh. The length and diameter of the pipeline are 140 km and 30 inches, respectively. 
Input at Dadri is from Bijapur-Dadri pipeline of GAIL (India) Ltd. Imported LNG is received at Dahej, a 
port in the state of Gujarat in the west coast of India. The imported R-LNG at Bijapur feeds Bijapur 
through cross-country gas pipeline.  
 
      The refining capacity of the refinery was enhanced from 6.0 MMTPA to 12 MMTPA in June 2006. 
The capacity was further expanded to 15 MMTPA (300,000 barrels per day or bpd) in December 2010, 
which is the present capacity of the refinery. In February 2021, the Board of Indian Oil Corporation Ltd., 
approved the expansion of the capacity of the refinery from 15 MMTPA to 25 MMTPA (500,000 bpd), 
a 66.66% increase, which is slated to be completed by September 2024. The estimated cost of the 
ongoing expansion work is about $4.46 billion (329.46 billion INR). 
 
      The refinery at Panipat is crucial for northern and north-western states of India for meeting the 
demand of petroleum products. The refinery meets the demand of petroleum products not only for the 
state of Haryana where it is located but also that of the adjoining and nearby states viz., Punjab, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Chandigarh, Uttaranchal and part of Rajasthan & Union Territory of 
Delhi. The supply and distribution of petroleum products from the refinery is done through all modes of 
transportation - road, railways and a complex network of underground cross-country pipelines. 
 
      The increased crude requirement of the expanded refinery would be made good through another 
new crude pipeline between Mundra and Panipat. The new crude pipeline will be also of 1194 km 
length and capacity 17.5 MMPTA (350,000 bpd) and 
matching additional tanks (60,000 KL X 9 tanks) at 
Mundra.  
 
      The new project work is a strategy of the 
company to expand its presence in the domain of 
petrochemicals business and simultaneous de-risk 
its conventional fuel segment. 
 
      On successful completion of glorious 25 years, 
on the occasion of silver jubilee of the refinery, a 
customised My Stamp on Panipat Refinery was 
released by India Post on 13 July 2023. 
   
 
Webliography: 
https://iocl.com/pages/panipat-refinery 
https://www.nsenergybusiness.com/projects/iocl-panipat-refinery/ 
https://www.gem.wiki/Vijaipur-Dadri_Gas_Pipeline_(GREP-I) 
 

https://www.gem.wiki/Vijaipur-Dadri_Gas_Pipeline_(GREP-I)
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Disclaimer: 

The noble objective of this article, is to promote the hobby of philately through images of stamps, a few pictures and related 
narration. The scan of My Stamp, featured in this blogpost are mine while others (sourced from internet) are the properties of 
their respective owners. No intention to infringe any type of copyright.  

The information provided in the article is for general informational purposes only. All information is provided in good faith. This 
is only for sharing of knowledge of philately with philatelist fraternity of the world. No commercial or political angle, 
whatsoever, is involved. This is not a historical document. Apologies in advance, should there be any inadvertent mistake or 
error. Under no circumstances, I shall have any liability for reliance on any information provided in the story. 

 

 
 

 
      We wish to congratulate the following members of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, who won the 
awards in recently concluded Asia International Stamp Exhibition TAIPEI 2023. 

 

Piyush Khaitan 
Civilian Indian Mails during World War II (Aerophilately) 80 Vermeil 

Indian Mail via Airship & Catapult Flights (One Frame) 85  

M Lokeswara Rao Himalayan Birds of Stamps (Literature Class) 71 Silver 

Jaagruthi Nithin Adka Olympics - Bird’s Eye View (Youth Class) 80 Vermeil 
 

        
 

      M. Lokeswara Rao also won “Large Vermeil” and American Topical Association study group award 
3rd place for his book “Himalayan Birds on Stamps” at Great American Stamp Show 2023. (GASS2023) 

Association News 
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ROMANIA  
 

Poultry 
 

GREAT BRITAIN  
 

Paddington 

 
 

Issued on 18.08.2023 

 
 

 Issue date:  05.09.2023 
 

 
 
 

HUNGARY 
 

150 Years of Budapest 
 

Saint Stephen’s Hall 

 
 

 

Miniature Sheets 
Issued on 18.08.2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Issues from Other Countries 
 



                                                              Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.91/September 2023 36 

JERSEY 

 

100 Years of Elizabeth Castle 

 

ICELAND 

 

150 Years since the First Stamp was issued in 
Iceland 

 

 
 

Issued on 22.08.2023 

 
 

Miniature Sheet 
Issued on 23.08.2023 

 
 

BELGIUM 

 

Spider Splendor 

 

   
 

 

Sheetlets 
Issued on 28.08.2023 

 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
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By Mohanachandran Nair 
 

The Parliament - Gallery of Owls On Postage Stamps 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Author:  

Capt. Vijay Wadhwa 
 

 
 
      Owls are birds of prey and a group of birds classified as belonging to the order Strigiformes.  It is 
most closely related to nightjars.  Most of the owl species are generally active at night. Owls are often 
associated with wisdom and mysticism.  Capt. Vijay Wadhwa beautifully narrates the full story of the 
Owl family with the help of stamps and other philatelic materials, in his kindle version book titled ‘The 
Parliament - Gallery of Owls On Postage Stamps.’  In this book, the author invites us to embark on an 
enchanting journey into the mysterious realm of Owl’s Parliament.  What is the owl’s Parliament?  In 
his Introduction he replies that the Parliament of owls consists of two pairs of siblings and three single 
owls.  Most of these birds were believed to be orphaned and believed to be at the center until they are 
old enough to be released. 
 
      In the pages we can read the diverse assembly of owl characters each possessing  their unique 
traits, habits, feeding reproduction and diverse habits. We can uncover the intricate tapestry of their 
parliament, brimming with symbolic rituals, shared dreams and the ever present pursuit of knowledge.  
Most species are active hunters at night, and as such they have several important adaptations for this 
lifestyle.  They are described in detail in this book.  It discovers the profound lessons hidden behind 
each hoot and the significance of the owl’s silent wings. 
 
      The book is divided into four main chapters. The first chapter Fascinating life of an owl, explores 
the physical characteristics of their hunting techniques, ecological significance and symbolic role in 
human culture. 
 
      The second chapter describes some more facts about owls.  In the subchapter How much do you 
know of owls, the author narrates 18 facts in detail.  In this chapter he also tells us what owls symbolize 
and owls in human culture & mythology and how it appears in literature. 
 
      The Miscellaneous chapter in third deals with the raptor and its groups, ownership, rodent control, 
conservation and human conflict. 
 

Book Review 
 



                                                              Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.91/September 2023 38 

      Fourth chapter describes species of owls.  Owls come under the order Strigiformes which is divided 
into two families Tytonidae or Barn Owls and Strigidae or Typical/True Owls. There are 18 species 
described under Barn Owls and 134 species under True Owls. The list of each species with their 
biological names and page numbers are given in the beginning of each family chapter.  It helps the 
readers or collectors to find out the details of a particular species without much difficulty.  
 
      The owl population has seen a decline over the past decades caused by various threats.  Owls 
need to be protected along with other wildlife for ecological balance and sustainable life on Earth. This 
book gives us knowledge about reasons for conservation of these species.  It refers to the practice of 
protecting species and their habitats in order to maintain a healthy population and to restore, protect 
or enhance natural ecosystems.  In order to protect them we should focus on habitat preservation, 
substantial land-use practices, regulation against hunting and trapping and raising awareness about 
the importance of these captivating creatures.  By protecting and conserving owls, we safeguard their 
crucial contributions to eco systems for generations to come. 
 
      At the end of the book the author gives solutions for some frequently asked questions on owls.  
Some unique errors and varieties of owl stamps are also included.  A favourite owl poem ‘White Owl 
Flies into and out of the Field’ written by Mary Oliver is included in Page 367. 
 
      This book aims to cultivate a deeper appreciation for owls, their role in myth and symbolism, and 
the artistry of stamp design.  Whatever you want to know about owls is available in this book.  So I wish 
to call it an encyclopaedia of owls.  This book is worth reading for bird lovers and must for philatelists 
who collect owls or birds on stamps. 
 
      This 372 page Kindle version book is priced at $.39.99 and is available on Amazon.  The link for 
purchasing the book is given below: 
 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CDQSQMCT?ref_=cm_sw_r_mwn_dp_8D1VH6GX26GZNTGCJ599_1 

 

    

Some pages from the book 
 

Product Details  

 

ASIN: BOCDOSOMCT  
Publisher: 978-93-5915-734-4 (August 3, 2023)  
Publication date: August 3, 2023  
Language: English  
File size: 112443 KB  
Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited  
Text-to-Speech: Not enabled  
Enhanced typesetting: Not Enabled  
X-Ray: Not Enabled  
Word Wise: Not Enabled  
Sticky notes: Not Enabled  

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CDQSQMCT?ref_=cm_sw_r_mwn_dp_8D1VH6GX26GZNTGCJ599_1
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NEW DELHI : 25 July 2023 
ITC Mission Millets 

 

BHOPAL : 28 July 2023 
Gond Painting 

  

AIZAWL : 28 July 2023 
Khumbeu 

 

LALITPUR : 28 July 2023 
Tokariya Craftsmanship of Saharia Tribe 

  
INDORE : 01 August 2023 

World Famous Tribal Dolls Art, Jhabua 
BALAGHAT : 01 August 2023 

Traditional Karma Dance of Baiga Tribal Group 
 

  
JAWAHAR : 01 August 2023 

Tarpa - A Musical Instrument Played by Warli Tribe 
AGARTALA : 01 August 2023 

Lebang Bumani  
 

  
NAGPUR : 07 August 2023 

Gond Tribal Painting on Tusser Silk 
SILCHAR : 07 August 2023 

Righu Rikhaosa (Dimasa Mekhla Chadar) 

New Special Covers 
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BALRAMPUR : 08 August 2023 

Daliya 
 

HUMAYUN NAGAR P O : 09 August 2023 
Gussadi Dance of Gonds and Banjara Dance of 

Lambadis 

  
RANCHI G.P.O. : 09 August 2023 

Jharkhand Tribal Festival 
 

BENGALURU : 09 August 2023 
KAS Officers’ Association 

  
MUMBAI : 09 August 2023 

Shahajiraje Bhosale 
 

MADARIHAT : 11 August 2023 
Toto Community, Madarihat 

  

BENGALURU : 12 August 2023 
Diamond Jubilee Year - St. John’s Medical College 

 

NEW DELHI : 19 August 2023 
10 Years of Philatelic Society of Delhi 

  
PARDAHA : 25 August 2023 

Freedom Fighter Padam Nath Singh 
MUMBAI : 26 August 2023 
Vitiligo Awareness Initiative 

 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
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BANGLADESH 2023 

      Bangladesh 2023, the FIP sponsorship international stamp exhibition in 
association with Bangladesh Philatelic Federation will be held from 29 September 
to 02 October 2023 at the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, Segun, Bagicha, 
Dhaka, Bangladesh.  There will be approximately 400 frames will be available for 
competitive exhibits.  Exhibitors from invited FIP member federations shall be 
eligible for participating at BANGLADESH 2023. 

More details can be obtained from email: bpf_bd@yahoo.com  
or Website: www.bangladesh2023.com  

 
THAILAND 2023 

      The FIP sponsored international exhibition will be held at Grand Postal 
Building (GPO) Thailand from 27th November to 2nd December 2023.  About 
2500 frames of exhibits with FIP Grand Prix Club & Court of Honour displays 
and International dealers booths. 
 

      Mr. Pragya Kothari Jain has been appointed as the National Commissioner 
of India.  He may be contacted at 33-34, Prakash Kunj Apartment, Kaviraman 
Path, East Boring Road, Patna-800001. 
 

      Mob: 9709638790.  Email: philapragya@gmail.com 
 
EFIRO 2024 

      A specialized World Stamp Exhibition EFIRO 2024 will be held in Bucharest, 
Romania from 16 to 19 April 2024.   

      More details awaited. 

 

PHILAKOREA-2024 

 
      A FIP recognised Specialised World Stamp Champion Exhibition 
PHILAKOREA-2024 will be held at Seoul, South Korea from 15 to 19 August 2024. 
 

      More details awaited. 
 

 

RAJPEX-2023 

      15th Rajasthan State Level Philatelic exhibition will be held from 25th to 27th September, 2023 at 
Jawahar Kala Kendra, J L N Marg, Jaipur.  Nearly 500 frames of exhibits, Seminars, Cultural Events, 
Release of Special Covers, Picture Postcards etc. are arranged.  

      For More details:  https://www.stampexhibiting.com/rajpex-2023.html  

Forthcoming Events 
 

mailto:bpf_bd@yahoo.com
http://www.bangladesh2023.com/
mailto:philapragya@gmail.com
https://www.stampexhibiting.com/rajpex-2023.html


                                                              Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.91/September 2023 42 

 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 

www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
http://timbrophily.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVI. No.188 (August 2023) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 1/2023 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June & 
July. 2022) 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.170 - 171 (Apl - Jul 2022) 
Filacap – online. No.246 (August 2023) 
 

 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 
 
 
 

 

I S JAIN, JAIPUR 
 

We deal in India used stamps 
 

• Used commemorative 
 

Year Packs 

Themes also available 

100, 200, 500 different packets 

Individual stamps on demand 

•  Definitive series sets 

 

• Service Stamps 

 

• Meghdoot postcards 100 

different 
 

    Contact: 
I S JAIN 

463, Nemi Sagar Colony, Vashali, Jaipur-302 021 
 

Mobile: 9413975383.         WhatsApp: 9079830753 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 


	Moldavian Bull's Heads –
	Issued By The Principality Of Moldavia In 1858
	Ox head, or aurochs head (Romanian Cap de Bour, English Bull's Head or Moldavian Bulls, French tête de Taureau ) is the name of the first Moldovan and Romanian so stamps, which were issued in 1858.
	Barely 18 years after Penny Black, the first postage stamp in the world, was published in Britain, they brought on 22 July 1858 in Iaşi ( Jassy dt ), the capital of Moldova, the first Romanian postage stamps in the Postal Service. Moldavia and W...
	The first issue
	The first issue in a circle showing the aurochs head with the five-pointed star between the horns, the coat of arms of Moldova. The Posthorn including enclosing the nominal value. Around the bison head found in Cyrillic Romanian version of "Port...
	Of the total of 24,000 stamps of the first edition (6,000 x 27 para, para 10.000 x 54, 2,000 x 81 x 108 and 6,000 para para) today only 724 pieces, 89 pieces on envelopes.
	The second edition
	The second output consists of only three, now rounded nominal values ​​of 5, 40 and 80 Parale that made the mental arithmetic easier. The square shape also allowed for a more accurate cut from the sheet. The Romanian version of "Porto Scrisorei"...
	The most expensive ox head
	The most expensive ox head was for 135,000 Swiss francs (about € 92,078 ) at auction (February 2008). It is a very well preserved, ungestempeltes copy of the first edition, Parale with the nominal value of 27. The stamp is rubberized original an...
	The most expensive newspaper in the world
	A copy of the newspaper Zimbrulu si Vulturulu ("Bison and Eagle", the eagle of the coat of arms of Wallachia was ) is covered with eight Cap-de- Bour - marks, divided into two strips (3 5 ). The value is about 3 million euros today. The postal w...
	Reference : https://memim.com/moldavian-bull's-heads.html
	Second Image of Newspaper : https://museum.davidfeldman.com//images/2021/03/journal.jpg

