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Dear Friends,

| have immense pleasure to publish this issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin. In this issue three
well researched articles are included. The first Miniature Sheet of India with postal validity was issued
on 14 November 1973. Thus this November 14% is the Golden Jubilee year of Miniature Sheet in India.
| have no idea whether the Department of Posts will celebrate this incident. Anyway we included a
beautiful and informative article by Prof. Dr. Vra Saathappan about our Miniature and Souvenir Sheets.
Another one is the article by Shri. Abhijit De on Stamp on Stamp of Australia. The third one is by Shri.
Swaminathan R, from Mumbai who is contributing his article for the first time to this magazine. He
discusses about the Challenges and Solutions of philately, which is a relevant subject of the present
scenario. | hope you will like these articles and request you to send us your comments.

Last month Postal Week was celebrated by the Department of Posts all over the country. We have
included in this issue some of the reports we got. Readers are also requested to send us the reports
regarding all philatelic activities conducted in your locality, to publish in this magazine.

The Department of Posts is conducting District Level as well as State Level Philatelic Exhibitions in
many parts of the country. | am sure that some of the readers are eagerly waiting to participate in
these exhibitions. | wish them all the best and request that before applying please read the prospectus,
rules and regulations carefully and prepare the exhibits as per the guidelines.

Nothing more at this time. Happy philately

Mohanachandran Nair
Mobile No: 9387801948

| S JAIN, JAIPUR

We deal in India used stamps

M Used commemorative M1 Definitive series sets

Year Packs
Themes also available  Service Stamps

100, 200, 500 different packets

Individual stamps on demand | Meghdoot postcards 100
different

| S JAIN
463, Nemi Sagar Colony, Vashali, Jaipur-302 021

Mobile: 9413975383. WhatsApp: 9079830753
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Readers’ Column

Dear Mohanachandran,

| want to Congratulate you on the timely Cover feature written by Dr. Sudhakar on Gandhiji and
non-violence, which also featured some of the interesting Special Covers issued from different part of
our country. In addition your Editorial on training young stamp collectors, accompanied by reports from
various different locations was most appropriate too. Hopefully it will help continue this enthusiasm for
training and orientation during Philatelic Day in October and beyond . After all, many of us, including |,
got our first orientation to stamp collecting from such exposure.

Dr. Lokeswara Rao's article on the 50 stamps issued for the Sri Lankan Buddhist Vesak festival of
2006 was very enlightening. | have many Vesak stamps, but | find this to be the most informative set |
have read about. Nisarg Sutaria's column on single stamps was really outstanding , because it not
only shared information about the innovative new Swiss textured cement pigment stamp,, but | also
appreciate the way this was linked to the 75 modern art and architecture works that Swiss Post owns
and maintains at public places even now., based on a policy decision of 1924. This is a very progressive
step as part of a national policy to encourage artists and other talent, | thought.

Last , but not the least, it is really very encouraging to read the reiews of my articles by many
of your readers inthe last few issues of your Bulletin, and would like to thank each one of them through
this letter, as It had encouraged me to complete about 3 articles | had kept pending as drafts, and
which had since appeared in your journal. Without such feedback , this would not have been possible.

Thank you, .
Abhijit De
Chennai

Dear Editor,

A philatelic observance of the International day of Non-violence by Dr. M. K. Sudhakar is
marvellous. Knowing the exact origin of the commemorations delights the philatelists. The author
ensured the delight to us all. Dr. Sudhakar has exhibited as many as forty precious covers, stamps
and photos meticulously collected in the article. Each item is a feast to our eyes and minds. | look
forward to more articles from Dr. Sudhakar.

Thanks to Mr. Lokeswara Rao for his article on Sir Lanka Vesak Stamps. It is quite interesting to
know that Lord Buddha's birth, enlightenment and passing away of Gouthama Buddha happened on
the full moon day in Vaishak month. Sri Lank made a single release of 50 stamps for Vesak in 2006!
Awesome.

Review of "Google Doodles are the new commemorative" book by Mr. Mohanachandran Nair is
crisp. A small suggestion for the future: Readers would benefit if the book's index page is also included
in the review (with consent from the book author).

Look forward to the next issue of ASB.

Best regards,

Kottai Surendran Palani
Chennai
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New Indian Issues

500" Birth Anniversary of Hemachandra Vikramaditya
Rani Durgavati
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Denomination: Rs.5-00
Issued on 07.10.2023
Denomination: Rs.5-00
Issued on 05.10.2023

50 years of establishment of Diplomatic Relations between
India and Vietnam
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Denominations: Rs.25-00 + 5.00
Miniature Sheet Rs.30.00
Issued on 16.10.2023

125" anniversary of Scindia School Arvind N Mafatlal

-~ E & : Denomination: Rs.20-00
foSh st o) 1254) ThITE 129% ANNIVERSARY OF THI SCINDIA SCHOOL Issued on 27.10.2023

Denomination: Rs.5-00
Miniature Sheet: Rs.20-00
Issued on 22.10.2023
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New Special Cancellations

World Postcard Day

Tl

Chennai Mumbai
01.10.2023 01.10.2023

N Bengaluru Raipur
05.10.2023 07.10.2023

World Post Day

- TS 15

Bengaluru Belgavi
09.10.2023 09.10.2023

Philately Day

Margao Hyderabad
11.10.2023 11.10.2023
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Garbage Free India

Mumbai
01.10.2023

Endangered Avian Species

Mumbai
09.10.2023

Mumbai
09.10.2023

Mails and Parcels Day

Nagpur
12.10.2023
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Durga Puja Victoria Memorial Hall
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Alipure Central Jail
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Gautam Buddha Lemru Elephant Reserve Bhoramdoo Temple Kotmi Sonar Crocodile Park
Kamleshwarpur-497111 Bango Dam-495448 Chhapri-491995 Kotmi Sonar-495552

Chhattisgarh A “Rice Bowl”
Raipur GP0O-492001

8 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.93/November 2023



NATIONAL POSTAL WEEK CELEBRATIONS
Kottayam

On 11 October 2023 the members of The Kottayam Philatelic and Numismatic society, arranged a
Harkara (Postal Runner) - called Anchelotokkaran in Malayalam. In earlier days this Harkara used to
travel nearly 25 kms. to deliver letters from one place to another. He used to have a spear (to defend
himself from any wild animals), a bell (to inform villagers that he has come) and a lantern (to use after
sunset), and a bag for keeping letters. With his traditional uniform- the old scene was recreated by
Kottayam Philatelic and Numismatic society. A journey was planned from Kottayam YMCA to Sr.
Superintendent of Post offices, Kottayam (2 km walking journey). And the club members gave an
official invitation to Sr. Superintendent., which she accepted gladly and assured of all possible support
for their forthcoming philatelic exhibition from 1 to 3 December 2023.

Ludhiana

Today Philately day was celebrated by Ludhiana Philatelic Club with the active co-operation of
Department of Posts, Ludhiana City Division at Adarsh Public School, Ludhiana, Suresh Jain, Vice
Chairman, Yash pal Bangia, President, Dr Ashwani Malhotra PRO, along with other dignitaries
attended the function.

Suresh Jain and Yash pal Bangia addressed the children on Stamps and Philately. Mr Sushil Kumar
and Madam Ritu spoke on behalf of the department and conducted the quiz on philately. Winners were
awarded Ball pens & chocolates from the Department and a stamp folder containing mint stamps in
the album packets were awarded by Suresh Jain, Mr. Yash pal Bangia awarded books on Philately to
the winners. Program lasted for about 2 hours. A Bhangra was performed by school children on
Punjabi Folk songs and special prizes were given to performers by the postal department.
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Vadodara

Philatelic Workshop was conducted by Shri. Timir Shah, Secretary of Baroda Philatelic Society,
Vadodara on Philately Day on 11.10.23 at Gujarat Public School, - CBSE, Atladra, Vadodara in
association with Vadodara Philatelic Bureau. A Letter Writing Competition was also organised today
with the subject of “Write a letter to the Prime Minister of India on Mann Ki Baat”. Best 5 entries were
awarded and the prizes were distributed by the Baroda Philatelic Society.
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Cuttack

A Philatelic Workshop and quiz competition was conducted by Shri. Shakil Ahmed at Cambridge
School, Cuttack with active patronage of Cuttack City Postal Division. Shri. Aparajit Patnaik, SSRM,
Cuttack North Division and Shri. Sarbeswar Mishra SSPOS Cuttack City Division attended the function.

T

Basavangudi

Children from Achieve School of Education, Basavangudi, Bengaluru visited the Post Office at
Basavangudi on 11 October 2023. The officials of the Post Office and the philatelist Shri. Praveen
Shastry welcomed the children and taught them how a post office works and letters are sent. Small
gifts like pencils and chocolates were given to children by the Post Office people.

10 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/VVol. V/Issue No.93/November 2023



Jaynagar

Philately Day was celebrated at Jaynagar Head Post Office, Bengaluru. A mini exhibition of
stamps, miniature sheets and FDCs were arranged. The hall was arranged with floral flower
decoration. Famous philatelist Shri. Sushil Mehra cut the cake on the occasion.

Tenali

On philately day, a celebration cum philatelic exhibition along with quiz competition was held at
Tenali HO. Guntur. Famous philatelist Shri. V. Sai Krishna conducted the programme. On the occasion
the SPOS Tenali felicitated Shri. V Sai Krishna for his achievement as an active philatelist.

Guntur

Department of Posts Guntur organised a philatelic workshop and mini philatelic exhibition at KLP
Public School, Guntur in connection with Philately Day Celebration. SPOs, Guntur Postal Division,
inaugurated the event. The Principal and Secretary of KLP Public School participated in the occasion.
Well known philatelist Shri. MVS Prasad, displayed his collection and conducted the workshop.

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue N0.93/November 2023 11



New Delhi ' . - e

Philately Day was
celebrated at Faith Academy,
New Delhi. A quiz competition
was conducted by famous
philatelist Shri. Pulak Gupta.
Small gifts were given to the ™
winners of the quiz competition. = %

Panaji

Dr M R Ramesh Kumar, renowned Philatelist and former Chief Scientist from the National Institute
of Oceanography, Dona Paula, Goa gave a talk on India's Rich Culture and Heritage through Philately
to the Departmental staff and fellow Philatelists at Panaji Philately Bureau. Dr M R Ramesh Kumatr,
also exhibited three themes, namely, Indian Scientists through Philately, Wildlife in India with special
reference to Goa through Philately and also on Women Freedom Fighters of India through Philately.
The interactive session on Philately and Philatelic Quiz were well received. A special cancellation on
Philately Day was also released on the occasion.

Dehradun -

Uttrakhand Postal Circle, Dehradun arranged a mini u
philatelic exhibition at Dehradun GPO. A demo on philatelyto ,
school children was given by famous philatelist Shri. Sreejesh .= ..
Krishnan. ¥

Shimla

On the Philately Day
~ famous philatelist Major (Dr)
Ritu Kalra made a speech on
philately at Shimla General
Post Office.
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Chennai

Philately Day celebration was held at Chennai Philatelic Bureau with a mini philatelic exhibition and
workshop. Nearly forty children participated in the function.

Bangalore

Shri. Jayprakash Sarda conducted a philatelic workshop on Philately Day at St. Anne’s School,
Rajajinagar, Bangalore and Army School, Hebbal with the active support of the Postal Department.
Both the schools had around 200 plus students in each school participating in the workshop.

Kancheepuram

Shri. Peevee conducted a workshop at Kancheepuram Head Post
Office in connection with Philately Day.

Pattambi

Teachers and students of Government High School,
Vilayur, ALPS, Ongallur visited Vilayur Post Office under
Ottapalam Division, Kerala Circle.

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue N0.93/November 2023 13



Kanjikuzhi, Kottayam

A philately exhibition was held at Mount Carmel Girls Higher Secondary School, Kanjikuzhi,
Kottayam by the Department of Posts, Kottayam Division in association with Kottayam Philatelic and
Numismatic Society (KPNS). Smt. Reena Susan, ASP, Kottayam Division inaugurated the exhibition
in the presence of Sister Jain, Executive Marketing Officers of India Post Shri. Laly Mon Philip and
Justin Jose, Shri. K. T. Joseph, President KPNS and its other members. Nearly 300 students wrote
letter to the Prime Minister of India on the subject “Digital India for New India”

Pathanamthitta, Kerala

Pathanamthitta Postal Division conducted Philately Quiz at Philately Club of St. Johns Anchal
School. Nearly 100 students participated in the Dhai Akhar letter writing competition. Students were
distributed My Stamp Applications, PDA Applications and blank Inland Letter Cards to write letters.

+ - .

Thalassery

A Philatelic Workshop and Quiz competition was conducted at MMHSS Saidarpalli, under
Thalassery Postal Division on 11 October 2023. Winners were awarded small gifts.

14 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue N0.93/November 2023



Tirur

A philately quiz was organised by Tirur Postal Division, Kerala Circle at Sree Vivekananda
Vidyanikethan School, Vattamkulam. Near 30 students participated in the quiz. Small gifts were
presented to the winners.

Thiruvananthapuram

A philatelic Exhibition organised at Govt. Girls Higher Secondary School, Peroorkada on philately
day. Shri. V. B. Ganesh Kumar, Asst. Postmaster General Business Development, Kerala Postal Circle
inaugurated the exhibition. Ananthapuri Philatelic Association member Shri. Gireesh Kumar exhibited
his collection.

¥ -
i

B PHULATELIC EXHIBMION
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Ly

Kollam

Department of Posts, Kollam Postal Division, Kerala Circle arranged a philatelic exhibition and quiz
competition at Government Higher Secondary School, Anchalummoodu, Kollam.

In addition to above activities, vidib Post Offices, RMS Offices, letter writing competitions etc were done b
students in different parts of the country during this Postal Week celebrations, which are not included du
space isses
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RAYAPEX-2023 RELEASE OF LOGO & PROSPECTUS

-~
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Crietration

Release of Logo, Prospectus and Poster of 1st ""WL%:'EK'M° .

Prospect
ILATELIC EXHIA
h

Rayagada District Level Philatelic Exhibition RAYAPEX-
2023 held at Hotel Lotus Paradise, Rayagada on
09.10.2023. In the presence of Shri Minaketan Pradhna,
SPOs, Rayagada Division, CH Jawahar Rao, Asst. Spo,
Ajit Kumar Raut, Philatelist and Tarini Mahanty,
Postmaster Rayagada HO.

KARNAPEX-2024 RELEASE OF LOGO & PROSPECTUS

Karnapex-2024 is going to be held on 5 to 8 January 2024 at Sree Kanteerava Stadium, Sampangi
Rama Nagara, Bengaluru. The logo and Prospectus were released on 11 October 2023 by the Chief
Postmaster General Shri. Rajendra Kumar. The design of the logo was selected from a contest
organised by the Karnataka Postal Circle. Our member Kum. Jaagruthi N Adka from Bengaluru
participated in the contest and her design was selected and awarded.

NEW GOVERNING COUNCIL MEMBERS OF KPS

The 48th Annual General Body Meeting of the Members of Karnataka Philatelic Society held at
10:30 am on Sunday the 15th October 2023 at Meghdoot Hall, 5th Floor, GPO, Raj Bhavan Road,
Bengaluru 560 001. The meeting passed the Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 March
2023. Also new office bearers were elected from the General Body. The following members were
elected as the office bearers for the term 2023-25.

President - Shri. Chaytinya Dev
Vice President - Shri. Sushil Mehra
Treasurer - Shri. G K Shenoy
General Secretary -

Shri. Akhil Reddy C M

Governing Council Members -
Shri. Manish A Jain

Shri. Reshma P V

Shri. Praveen Shastry P M
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INDIAN AWARD WINNERS AT BANGLADESH 2023

The detailed list of Indian winners at the recently concluded International Exhibition - Bangladesh

2023 are given on the left.

Full Name Exhibit Title Points | Award | SP | Class | Frame No
Piyush Kahitan One Day In Bombay-1928 - LV Sp| PP 9026-
9030
Sohini Hazra The Lord Of The Jungle - LV - YC 10017-
10021
Rajesh Paharia | Dead Lelter Offices of India 1854- - v - PH 2019-
1914 2023
Narendra Kumar | Postal llistory Of Portugese India - A" - Pl 2024-
Saboo 1819-1885 2028
Subhabrata Basu India Post in 21* Century - \4 - MP 8006-
8010
Debansu Saha Tale of the Tiger - LS - Til 5011-
5015
Venkat S Tata Mughals-Art, Architecturc& - LS - PP 9031-
Traditions 9035
Lokeswar Roa Himalayan Birds on Stamps - LS - LT -
Madiraju
Daniel Monterio Peacock-The King of Feathers - S - TH 5011-
5015
Sridhar K Candle on Water - S - TH 5046-
5050
Aditi Aradhana | Disney’s Greatest Creation Mickey - S - YA 1002-
Mouse and Friends 1004
Vijay Seth Mahatma Gandhi Stamps of Truth - S - LT -
1948-2019
Narendra Kumar | India-1866 Six Annas Foreign Bill 82 - - OF 11019
___Saboo | Overprinted Postage - |
Piyush Khaitan 1924 Mount Everest Expedilion 79 - - OF 11018
Satish Kumar S The Black, Blue and Red 76 - - OF 11017
Chandra Sekhar Patiala State Post Cards(1884- ABSENT - - PS 3029-
Basak 1946) A Philatelic Study 3033

Congratulations to all winners

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN
ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment

For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue

For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment

For details contact: 9387801948
Email: apa.tvpm@agmail.com
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Stamp on Stamps of Australia

By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai
l. INTRODUCTION

This is the second article on Stamp on stamps of an individual country, in this case Australia, which
is a follow up to my article in the July 2023 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin, which formed the
INTRODUCTION to the TOPIC of Stamp on stamps. Other Stamp on stamps articles are planned on
individual countries, with Thailand being next, in a future issue of this Journal. Already, last month’s
article in this Journal was about Stamp on stamps of Ukraine, which article had kicked off this series of
articles on individual countries.

Since there is a need to understand why certain stamps were selected for Australian Stamp on
Stamps, a background section has been written as the next part of this article, before actual Australian
Stamp on stamps are shown and discussed. Furthermore, the history of Australia and the many
topical subjects reflected on their stamps, is quite different from many other countries, so the
BACKGROUND given hereunder, can help those who maybe interested to know more about
Australia and their stamps.

Basically, there are 4 broad areas that can be said to have an effect on some of the subjects that
are depicted on Australian Stamp on Stamps, which areas are as follows:
1. The original Aboriginal natives and their traditions, art and culture.
2. The settlement of Australian and the colonial period, when 6 different British colonies formed a part
of what ultimately became the country of Australia.
3. The Federation of Australia (called the Commonwealth of Australia at that stage) and creation of
Modern Australia.
4. Switch over from older British pattern currency system, to a new decimal currency system.

Fortunately, | have adequate variety in my collection of Australian stamps to depict all 4 of the
above angles that are part of the story of Australia, and much of which information went into creating
the many Stamp on stamp sets that Australia has issued.

Cption: A stamp on the bird called Kookaburra, which is found only in
Autralia and  was the firsbird-basedstamp issued by Australia after
formation of the Australiafrederation is the subject of this Stamp on stamps.
.This frog mouthed bird called Kookaburra produces a sound like no othe
bird as their voice sounds like human laughter. The first Kookaburra stamj
was issued on 26th August 1914, soon after issue of the Australian Kangare
on Map issue of 2nd January 1913, and therefore this was only"the 2
- Australian federation stamp issued on their animals. Before that the earlie
. stamps of the British ¢onies in Australia, were in use. As discussed in the
Introduction Chaptein the July 2023issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin

i ~ most Stamp on stamps are issued for Philatelic Exhibitidriss particular

Ir( mg‘;‘ggg_; Stamp on stamps was issued to commemorate the 50th Anniversary
¥

_ Stamp Exhibition 1828 : Melbourne stamp exhibitioand National Stamp Day 1978, which was held
| & '-*Austraﬁa . in between 29 October & 3 November 1978.The design shows the 3d (ie
-{ _ x AL ~ = penny) Blue Kookaburra , which stamp was originally release@%n

October, 1928for the exhibition held then. As is the case for all such Stamp
on stamps, this 3 penny stamp is shown on a 20 cent stamp issued for the 1978 exhibition, as a Stamp on :
of course Animals, flowers, plants and birds of Australia form a distinct topic in Australian Philately as mar
of them are distinct from those found elsewhere. | am mentioning this here, as much it will not be possib
discuss these in greater details in thiice.
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(This map of Australia has been taken from the Brochure in my collection, issued for the joint Brisstalian
stamp sets for The Australian Bicentenary ofi Aine 1988by (British) Royal Mail)

II. BACKGROUND

The history of Australia, as reflected on their Postal stamps, has basically been about the British
and foreign settlers in Australia, although remains of the original natives of Australia, who were till about
30 years ago, called generally “aboriginals”, can be dated to as much as 50,000 years ago as derived
from skeletal remains found at a place called Mungo lake, and some other pre-historical site recently
found and under study. Before the British settlers arrived, it is estimated there were as many as 250
Aboriginal languages spoken in Australia.

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.93/November 2023 19



Just like the “Red Indians” and “Eskimos” races of North America, are thought to have migrated to
that land during the Ice ages, when sea levels were far lower than today, and Siberia and Alaska were
connected, it is conceivable that the various Aboriginal races that have settled in Australia migrated
during such periods when the Malaysian Peninsula was connected with northern Australia. | am sharing
some stamps connected with the Aboriginals, issued by Australia and U.N.

About the photograph used for the above 2 shilling 6 pence Aboriginal personality stamp, the
background, as read from a googled article, is as follows: ‘Charles Holmes, a young writer from
Melbourne, peered across the vast rocky Australian outback to the west of Alice Springs (located in
the center of the Mainland of AUSTRALIA, and now called Uluru), anxious to obtain photographs for a
newly launched travel magazine.

Barely discernible in the shimmering haze (in this hot, dry desert area of Australia), he picked out
a magnificent example of Aboriginal manhood. AlImost naked and armed with a spear and boomerang,
Gwoya Tjungurrati seemed the perfect image of indigenous culture. Holmes sprang into action and his
staff photographer, Ray Dunstan, reeled off a series of classic photographs. The best shot, showing
the proud hunter looking up and right, out across the vast expanse of the Australian outback, appeared
on the front cover of Walkabout magazine in 1936. It promptly became an icon of Aboriginal pride.’
Soon it was used to produce 2 stamps, the other being the 8 1/2 penny stamp, for which more
information is shared in the Stamp on stamps section.
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Caption: It has taken sometime for the British and Europeans who explored and settled in Australia, to recog
the many different races which had originally resided in Australia, because they generally just labelled then
Aborginals as can be seen metearliest stamps issued by Australia. Even as late as 1987, as the above F.D

shows, native Arts & Crafts were shown on stamps based on the Australian State the Aloogsitjenaéresided

in. However, in more recent years, as shown on the 3 staropsnghnative art here above, the names of the

native people have been given, ageognitionof their individual racial identity and locatigpust as USA has

started issuing stamps on native Red Indian communities showing their various arts crafts and costumes etc

naming the concerned native commuplige the Cheyenne, Flathead, Shoshonne, Comanchetetitom the
1970s.
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Caption: Among the stamps here above, #fi@mp on th@éop row on thdeft is one of the stamps issued on

Australia Day,which is celebrated annually, for which day Australia Day stamps are often issued. That is t
day when the firsBritish settlement in Australia & formed, and shows 3 of the different races found in

Australia, which includes the Aboriginal§he other 3 stamps/sets are part of a set issued for tbenBénary
of CaptainCoo&s | anding in Australia in April 1770.
coast which includes their first view of the Aborginals armed widaisp and the Kangaroo, which is found
naturally only in Australia.This stamp setonsists of 5 nos, 5 cent stamps which foset@nantset, and a high
value 30 cent single stamp.

The stamps celebrating the Bi-centennial of Australia, much like the stamps issued for the Bi-
centennial of USA, basically starts with the history of the white race, with the exploration of Australia
from the sea sea by Dutch explorers like Abel Tasman, and British explorers like Captain James
Cook ,Mathew Flinders and George Bass, and finally settlement of the first British migrants to
Australia, at Sydney Cove, after the team lead by Captain Cook had made extensive surveys of that
area, and found that South East Australia was the ideal place for a British colony, because of the
weather conditions, fresh water availability, and vegetation found there. That was how the first
settlements were made and the earliest British colony called New South Wales formed in Australia.
The earliest land discovered and named was that of the island of Tasmania, which was named after
the explorer Tasman, who discovered it. However, it was originally called Van Diemen’s Island, which
Tasman had named after the Governor of Dutch Batavia, located in Java. (which was then called
“spice islands” also, and later Dutch East Indies after expansion of that Dutch colony, before becoming
Indonesia.). Australia’s earliest explorers were the Portuguese, who explored for possible lands in
between their colonies in Africa and in East Asia, and the Dutch, who explored for fresh water and food
bases in between their colony of South African and Batavia. Unfortunately for them they found the
West Coast of Australia was nothing but a huge desert - the well named Western Australia Desert -
and that the shallow rivers that were found by them didn’t flow far inland. (Hence, they bye passed
Australia).

Joint ssamp ssue with USA

Sassssseads |
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Captions: The above stamps, connected with theeBiennial celebrations of Australia, show the following:

1. Top row:The Australian stamps showing the joint issue with New Zealand (showing an Australian Koala &
New Zeal andds national bird, the Kiwi), and the
a Koala and the US National Bird, the Bald Eagle.

2. Second row: (Left) Set of Australian stamps showing the Logo for the Australiasent8nnial celebrations,
and ancient Aboriginatavepaintings.

3. Second row: (RightYhis 4 stamp Australian genant shows their joint issue with Britain, which features
areas of common interest, like Cricket, Shakespeare, British immigrants to Austnai®pera, and ofourse
their common Head of theation at that time, Queen Elizabeth Il. Britain also issued the same set. Just like t
US Bicentennial celebrationseries of stamps large number of stamps were issued as part of this event. Th
stamps shared are only a small part of the stamp sets issued for thentBnary, andeflecting Australian
history and events
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Caption- It was during the reign of King George Il of England, when William Pitt the younger was P.M. ar
Home Minister was Thomas Townshend (who was in House of Commons in between 1754 and 1783, an
Home Minister of England from 1783 to 1789, before bawgiiscount Sydney (Lord Sydnegnd thereby a
member of the House of Lords..), that a decision was made to move all hardened convicts and create a settl
in Australia, (because once the 13 British colonies in American declared Indepeaftend& 76, and formed
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USA, it was no longer possible to send them thdieeyefore the First Fleet, as shown on the above 2 sets of
stamps issued for the BIENTENARY celebration of Australia, departed from London in May 1987, and arrive
in the SEE. Coast of Australia in January 198&hen they first settled in what is called Sydney Cove, which is
now part of Sydne the capital of New South Wales. The stamps in the secdedss# set, shows the arrival of
the Fleetas they first landedn the continent ofustralia. The frst 2 stamps on the keishowsa conceivedirst
view of the Aboriginal families that the members of the Fire¢tFdaw, and the last stamp on the right the first
raising of the British flag on Australian soil, at Sydney Cove. Sydney is of course named after Lord Sydney.
commander of the First Fleet, Captain Arthur Philip, R.N. became the First Governor Augasafown on
the 2stampdrom a set here under). The second fleet arrived soon after from England, with more prisoners :
families, to ad to this settlement.
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Caption: Discovery of Gold played a major role in transforming Austral{fust as dscovery of gold in
California a few years before such discoveries in Austrat@ansformed a backward,

| low populationdensity area that had been taken frdexico, into a highly populous,

| developed areawhich became the $1State of US/n Sept 9 1850, because of the

. transformation brought about by finding of GgldAlthough deposits of Gold in

. Australia were reported before the Californian Gold Rush in the USA, the Governor ¢

{ Australia didno6t take muc hproblems fomehse many a

FESS o criminalswho had been shipped to Australitbowevert he gover nment 0s

STRALLA 4 50( discoveries changed in 1848 with news of the California gold rush. The promise

AT i fortunes to be made across the Pacific led thousands of men to leave the colony, crea

labour shortages and economic depression. Governor CharleRBjzhad heard rumours of the gold to be

found in New South Wales and believed a mineral discovery in the colony could reverse the economic dowr
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He convinced the British Government in 1849 to appoint a government geologist, Samuel Stutchbury, and of
a reward to anyone who found a commercially viable amount of gold.

Near Bathurst, a adventurer named Hargraveswho had returned from California and had experience about
terrain where Gold had been found, had within weeks discovered a small amount of gold at a site he ng
Ophir, a famougort city of great wealth mentioned in the Old Testament.

Hargraves returned to Sydney in March 1851 and presented his samples to the government. Samuel Stutc
was sent to confirm the strike, which he d@idd Hargraves was eventually awarded the £10,000 pnikésh

the Government of Australia had announdéslvs of the find was promptly published in 8yelney Morning
Heraldon 15 May 1851, which lead to arrival overnight of 300 diggers to Ophir. The rush was on.

In the newly established colony of Victoria, men began to flood north to the New South Wales goldfields. N
be outdonethe newly formed Government of the colony of Victoria responded with the offer of a reward
£200 to anyone finding gold within 200 miles of Melbourne. Within six months, gold was discovered in Clut
and then Ballarat, Castlemaine and Bendigbe Victorian rush would dwarf the finds in New South Wales,
accounting for more than a third of the worl dos

The discovery of gold started a series of rushes that transformed the other Australian colonies. Signifi
deposits were discovered in Tasmania from 1852, in Queensland from 1857 and in the Northern Territory f
1871.

In the 1890s a new series of rushes were triggered by the discovery of huge gold fields at Kalgoorlie
Coolgardie in Western Australia.

Between 1851 and 1871 the Australian population quadrupled from 430,000 people to 1.7 million as migr:
from across the world arrived in search of gold.

After the first settlements in New South Wales, which colony at one time included Victoria, New
Zealand and part of present Queensland, and thereafter, with further inland parts of Australia explored
by British and European explorers, Australia started to transform with newer townships and
settlements. However, expansion truly started with huge reserves of gold being found, which made the
country a destination for people from around the globe and by the end of the 19th century the rushes
had helped create a wealthy, liberal society with a standard of living that was the envy of the world.
The Australian Continent (called Continent as Australia is part of the Continent of Australia/Australasia,
which consists of Australia, New Zealand, New Guinea as well as stamp issuing islands in that area,
like the island of Norfolk Island) attracted miners, traders, and others who had come to find gold,
including from America, and who thereafter stayed back. In addition, others who wished to leave
England and Europe to seek a new life, migrated to Australia and opened up new areas to British and
European settlements. (These new, non-convict settlers were called Australian pioneers, and a set of
7 stamps which is shown here under was issued to show their way of life in this new land).

In November 1972 a set of 7 stamps showing life of Pioneer settlers in Australia, were issued as
part of a Definitives set. This colourful set was designed by Robert Ingpen (born 13th October 1936,
he is an Australian graphic designer, illustrator and writer) and printed by their equivalent of the Indian
Security Press, Nasik, called Australian Govt. Note Printing Bureau. (NPB).

The stamps show seven aspects of non-prisoner pioneering settler life in Australia, with details as
follows -1. the 5c is a composite of a number of people from different places, prepared by the artist -
people in the design include, Sophie Ingpen the artist's daughter & also his wife's mother, Mrs. Salmon,
the grandmother is taken from S. T. Gill's drawing of gold miners celebrating at the Queen's Theatre in
1853, Pelonemena Francis Darling Bateman (daughter of John Bateman, founder of Melbourne) was
the inspiration for the governess, the grandfather is Angus McNie a Riverina shepherd from the 1870's
based on a photo that hangs at Clare Station, Australia & the male figure at the back is Frederic Hitchins
a councilor from Geelong Council in the 1850's.
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The other stamps show

2. 10c - Water Pump.

3. 15c¢ - 19th Century Wheat Harvester.

4. 40c - Pioneer Homestead (locally designed building)
5. 50c - Cobb & Co Coach.

6.60c - Morse Code Key.

7. 80c - Paddle Steamer.
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The next colony settlement that was developed after New South Wales (at that point of time Victoria
was part of NSW colony), was Tasmania, in the early 1800s, because the British were afraid the French
under Napoleon Bonaparte may otherwise capture this, as Tasmania then was an almost empty island.
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Uluru-Kata Tiuta National Park. N

Based on the transformation in Australia, 6 British colonies and a
Territory called Northern Territory (with the tropical, port city of Darwin
as its capital, and the famous central Australian landmark Ayer’'s Rock,
near the town of Alice Springs - which like Nagpur in India, is near the
center of the Australian mainland - proving to be great assets. lyer's
Rock was subsequently renamed ULURU in an aboriginal language,and
is a tourist attraction . As per the latest census, over 30% of the Australian Aboriginal population reside
in this Territory currently), Australia finally took shape, and many industries were created to meet British
and European needs. For example, the vast open spaces were converted into ranches and farmlands
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to meet the European demand for cattle and their products like beef, cheese and milk, for wool from
sheep, and also for wheat which was cultivation in huge farmlands. Mining of Minerals like Iron and
coal further added to the importance of Australia. (single stamps on the different topics like cattle, wheat
etc. mentioned here, and their respectable stamps shown here above, have been taken from stamps
issued during different decades or from different stamp sets, and are shown above, to give an idea of
the varying designs Australian stamps have. Only the set on Sheep is complete).

Caption: This British stamp is one of the 50 stamps showing events that played a ma
role in British history in the last 1000 years, and was issued in 1999. One of these ma
events was thmigration of British peopleto Australia,shown here. (another was the
migration to America by the Pilgrim Fathers). The boom in the Australian econom
caused by finding of Gold in huge quantities, as well as the immigratiomany
professionals to this country (a tradition that still continues), lead to a Boonammy m
sectors of the economy, which are well illustrated in the 5 Australian stamps shov
here under

Colonial Australia’s favourite symbolism's and Colonial Stamps of Australia - Stamps and Stamp
on stamps issued recently show the colonial symbols that were favourites in the early colonial era in
Australia, some of which are shown here: The various official portraits of Queen Victoria dominated
most stamps, but as shown in this stamp set here under, other stamps showed animals like the
Kangaroo and the Black Swan.

L Ir A=y

The black swan was found by early Dutch seamen when they landed in Western Australia, via their
colony in South Africa, on the way to their colony called Bataan, which subsequently became Dutch
East Indies.

Caption: An Australian stamp showing the Black Swahich aftera full
survey of Australiawas seento be naturally found only in S.E. and S.W.
Australia, and Tasmania, but are currently being bred and seen in othe
countries t00.This is part of a set of 4 stamps on Australian birds.
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The Dutch took some of these one of a kind and therefore rare birds to Netherlands, but some died
on the way, and the balance could not withstand the low temperatures there and died. Because of this
reason, which had made their Black Swans world famous, the colony of Western Australia issued many
stamps with these Black swans on them.

Caption: Stamps of New South Wales (on left) and Tasm{aarger and right} The one on the right, part of a
set showing landscapes from Tasmania, was issued only from 1899, and was extensively used even afi
Federation was completed and till 1913.

By 1910, because of the delay in issuing a common set of stamps for the Commonwealth of
Australia that had been created in 1901, colonial stamps were allowed to be freely sold by all other
post offices in Australia, regardless of the location.

Caption: Stamps from South Australia on left, and Western Australia on the TightSouth Australia stamp in
the centre shows a Kangaroo, and the 3 Western Australian stamps, Black Swans.

Each of these colonies had different designs, most of which showed one or other of Queen
Victoria’s profile, some of which | have sharing here above from my collection. A second reason | am
sharing these old ,original, Australian colonial stamps is to show the differences in the
reproduction when such well preserved stamps from the achieves are shown on Australian
Stamp on stamps, which stamps are discussed after this background section, and the
condition of original stamps in most collections, like mine.

Caption: These 3 stamps were issteedelebraé 100 years of the colony of New South Wales, andheasnly
such set issueduring the colonial era itself. The 2 1/2 cents stamp on the extreme left, reproduceetingy 1
(written with word1 d.) stamp which was the very first stamp of Australia and which shows the city of Sydr
itself in a circular frame(lt alsos ay s i N. S. Wanl thee smakr box abbve GNEaHUNORED
YEARS.). Since it was issued for the only British caloAystraliaat that time, the original and first Australian
stamp did not carry any name. Surprisingly, it does not carry any portrait offQietria either, unlike most
other colonies did, including British India. This however became a precedent, as the first Australian stamp, ¢
federationof Australia s howi ng a Kangaroo on a map of Austr
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either. The second stamp, which is the original one issued in8888d mentions One Hundred Years on it,
shows awildlife/bird exclusive to Australiathe Emu. The highest value stamp in the set issued for the New Sol
Wales Centenary was the 20 shilling one shown on the ugfith is reproduced hete represent part of a full
Specimersheetin the Australian National Archives. Thigoe of stamps issued byAustralia Post were called
iJumb o .3Fhsdadmiace value of 5 Australian Dollarssapart of an annuaksue, for a short period
once every yeafrom 2004(to depict some of the unique full sheets of old and unusual stamps from the Austral
National Philatelic collectionTherefore,more tran 1 stamp from the full sheet of 60 is showihe unique
feature of this particular stamp is that it shows the portraits of first NSW GoveZaptain Philip (1788) and
the NSW Governat the time of the issue of this NSW Colony starap Carrington (1888), and was therefore
possibly tlefirst Australian stamp to carry the portrait of a living person other than Queen VICTORIA. The tot
of 8 different stamps issued for this event, were perhaps the first such commemorative stamps issued
centennial yeaanywherein the world and each stamp in this British New South Wales colony set issued w:
al so inscribed flikeenosh commdemerative ptangs, hase stamps were used for 25 ye:
until the issue of thKangaroo aad map Stamp in 1913.

Stamps here under celebrate the centenary of the then new colonies of Tasmania (then called Van
Diemen’s land), Queensland, South Australia, and Western Australia, as these post-colonial Australian
stamps celebrated the centenary of each of these States, which creation of new colonies enabled
expansion beyond the original British settlements of New South Wales (the 100 years stamps for which
have already been discussed here above). Unlike New South Wales, only one stamp, carrying
reproduction was issued for each of these former colonies. They cannot be called Stamp on stamps,
as although they carried the original design, the value shown was only of the current postal rates
prevailing at the time of issue, and had nothing to do with the original issued face value, as only the
designs were used.

The Colony of Victoria was created later from N.S.W. and therefore is treated differently when it
came to issue of centenary year stamps:

The colony of Victoria was created in 1834, as unlike the other colonies, it was originally a part of
New South Wales. The two stamps on the right issued for the centenary of (the State of) Victoria, show
the capital town of Melbourne, with an Aborigine on the other side of the Yarra river that flows through
the center of the town (however only the last few Kms. of this 242 Kms. long river passes through
Melbourne). The third stamp in this set showing Melbourne is a 1shilling stamp. This is the first stamp
design in which an Aboriginal man is shown on any Australian stamp. The next stamp showing an
Aboriginal man was in the 1950s. Fortunately, stamps issued in the last few decades have featured
many more stamps on Aboriginal people, art and crafts, starting from the 15 set of stamps issued for
the Bi-centennial of Australia celebrations issued from mid 1980s.
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The colony of Victoria's first postage stamps appeared on 9 January 1850, a reproduced stamp to
mark the centenary of creation of Victoria, is shown on the top left. The original Colonial Victoria State
stamps were engraved and lithographically printed locally by Thomas Ham of Melbourne, and featured
a half-length portrait of Queen Victoria seated, holding orb and sceptre. There were three values: 1d
in orange-vermilion, 2d in lilac-mauve, and 3d in blue. The dyes were altered several times during
printing, yielding dozens of minor variations. Like the other 4 stamps of Australian colony centenary,
this is also a reproduction and not Stamp on stamp, but the difference is that it does not give the year,
but like the New South Wales centenary stamps we had seen earlier, it just says “One Hundred Years”,
and in smaller letters “Victoria's first stamp”. Later on, among their range of stamps, Victoria
issued semi-postal stamps in 1897 and 1901, in the first instance the extra income went to a hospital
fund, and in the second, to a Boer War Patriotic Fund.

Like the other colonies, after federation, Victoria continued to issue its own stamps till 1913. In
1901, King Edward VII made an appearance on the £1 and £2 stamps.

Australian Stamp on stamps will be illustrated and discussed in the next section of this article, including
for Stamp on stamps of all the 6 colonies.

The Northern Territory, which was first formed in 1825, either remained under the
control of New South Wales, or later South Australia, and was transferred as part of
the Commonwealth of Australia only in 1911. Northern Territory, which is shown in red-
brown in the Map of Australia on this stamp, finally became an independent,
Responsible Government on 15t July 1978, which is the landmark celebrated on this
stamp. Sturt’s Desert Rose, the Floral emblem of this Territory is shown here too.

Another major event in Australian philately was the change over to the decimal system from 14
February 1966 (just as India changed over to the Decimal system with conversion to only Rupees and
Naya Paises instead of Rupees, Anna and Paise, from April 1 1957, and Britain converted from
Pounds, Shillings, Pence to Pounds and Penny from 15" February 1971). In case of Australia, the
British Pounds, shilling and pence (pence were written as D and not P on Australian stamps) system
was replaced with Australian Dollars and cents. Here under | am sharing a few stamps showing some
of those stamps issued with face values using the Pounds, Shilling and Pence currency, and also some
other stamps showing post decimal stamps issued with Australian Dollar and Cents values Current
stamps continue the $ & c. values. | am sharing the sets on Australian Birds that were being issued
at the time of changeover, since they were the issues that showed the transition well, just as
Queen Elizabeth II’'s Machin series of definitives, which had started with the pre-decimal
currency issues, and therefore had started being issued before their Decimal currency was
introduced, and only there after these Machin definitives were continued with decimal currency.
The decimal value Machin British definitives went on to become perhaps the most varied and
numerous definitives in the world.
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Caption: The stamps shown here aboars examples opre-Decimal stamps of Australia, which followed the
British preDecimal currency values, where as the ones here uadeexamples ofthe ones valued in the
currently useddecimal currency(i.e. Australian Dollars and cenjs
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The unification of the 6 colonies to form the Federation of Australia (also called Commonwealth of
Australia), unlike the process by which the 13 colonies of North American rebelled and formed the
United States of America, was a very smooth process. The colonies discussed and voted for a common
country, and after getting approval from both the British Parliament, and Queen Victoria, the federation
of all 6 Australian colonies formed the present country of Australia. The process is well explained on
this Miniature sheet of Australia.
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The country of Australia remains a British Dominion with own Prime Minister, but with the Head of
State remaining the Monarch of Britain. It enjoys the same status in the British Commonwealth as the
Dominions like Canada and New Zealand. However the next stages of creation of the Australian nation
took time, because the first non-colonial stamp was issued only in 1913, and the Federal Capital city
of Canberra, which was formed from scratch like USA’s Federal capital, Washington D.C., held its first
Parliament session in Canberra only in 1927, with Melbourne acting as temporary capital till then. Some
of the Stamps connected with the formation of the Federation of Australia, issued for the Golden Jubilee
of COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA, are given here under:
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After the Federation of the States of Australia was completed, the first stamp issued was the 1 D
value (l.e. 1 penny) Kangaroo on Map stamp, shown here under, which were soon followed with 14
more denomination values, with the highest value being British Pounds 2. The 1 penny Kangaroo &
Map stamp was a result of a national wide competition in 1911, after the rates for stamps to be used
for the COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA had been agreed to by Parliament, but none of the 1000
designs received fully pleased the Postmaster General, C.E.Frazer, who therefore commissioned a
well-known local artist, Blamire Young, to take the best out of the submissions and design a new and
original stamp. Samuel Reading, an engraver working in Melbourne, prepared the die for this stamp,
and it was typo-graphed by J.B.Cooke. What was finally printed, designed and issued and therefore
processed wholly within Australia itself, was issued on 2" January 1913. It was given the name “Roo
and Map Stamp”, about which many supporters of the design said that it was to let other countries
know about the newly formed country of Australia. Currently this stamp design is considered a great
classic!

These stamps were initially threatened with withdrawal when the King George V definitives were
introduced, but survived to be used for 38 years, which was longer then the 26 years the George V
stamps were used (l.e. till the first Australian King George VI stamps were issued).

The King George V definitives ran parallel to the Kangaroo and Map definitives, because there
were protests in 1913 itself that there were no stamps showing the ruling Monarch. Therefore, it was
decided to issue the first King George V stamp. It was issued in the same carmine-red colour the 1
1/2 Penny shown here under - at the end of this section -is printed in, and was printed by Intaglio
process instead of Lithographed (to make the stamp look elegant, much like the higher value Sea
Horse George V stamps of England). It was first issued on a non-watermarked paper by end of 1913.
There after further George V carmine-red coloured 1 penny definitive stamps were firstissued from the
Sydney and Melbourne GPOs by mid 1914. Since the printing office at Melbourne did not have an
engraver for such a intaglio printing of the stamp, the contract was given to Perkins, Bacon and
Company, London who had printed the Penny Blacks. They gave the contract for the engraving of die
for this stamp to De la Rue. Later the Green 1 penny substituted this Carmine-red 1 penny KGV stamp.
Surprisingly, this same colour was also used for the 1 1/2 pence and also the 2 pence stamps (which
subsequently was coloured brownish) at some point of time or other. As this stamp represented
Australia, 2 of their exclusive animals, the Kangaroo, and the Emu bird (a flightless Ostrich type of bird
found only in Australia, which is also related to the Cassowary, another such bird, but found only in
Papua and New Guinea) were placed on either side of King George V’s portrait. King George V
definitive stamps were issued for values from 1/2 penny to 5 pennies.

Caption: What distinguished the Australian King George
V definitives, with the Royal Portrait in profile within an
oval frame are the Kangaroo and Emu on either side of
portrait. These were taken from the existing pattern of the
Official Coat of Arms of @éstralia, which is shown on the

2 stamps here above. They also were depicted on many ¢
| Peopomssrrerse= - e———" the preDecimal Australian coins, and was introduced
soon after King George V ascended the throne An earlier Coat of Arms was awarded by King Edward VI
1908, showng the same 2 animals, but without the the shield in between.
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Since Germany was the major suppliers of printing inks, the start of WW | soon after, it led to
printing inks used for George V stamps being procured from other sources, and therefore many
variations in their colours, specially the carmine-red colour, exists. You will note that due to the
transition phase after the Federation took place, unlike other British colonies, no Australian King
Edward VIl (son of Queen Victoria) stamps exist, except for the 2 high value stamps issued by the
colony of Victoria.

Australia also started a policy of issuing definitive stamps with both these 2 types of definitive
stamps being used concurrently. Therefore, having a set of stamps showing their animals, landscapes
etc, and another set showing the current Monarch of Britain, became a pattern BECAUSE OF WHICH
REASON, IN THE FUTURE THE STAMPS OF THE MONARCH WERE ISSUED FOR THE BASIC
POSTAL RATE, AND LOWER VALUES, WHILE THE HIGHER RATES WERE BASICALLY
COVERED BY THE KANGAROO AND MAP STAMPS DURING THIS PERIOD, WITH THE Kangaroo
and Map values being issued for values as high as British Pounds 2. More information on this Policy
about issuing of Definitive stamps in Australia is found in the section on Queen Elizabeth Il Stamp
on stamps.

Many Kangaroo & Map, and King George V stamps, have 0 S perforated on them. This is because
all such definitive stamps used for Official Government Mail service, till 1931, had been perforated
with these initials. After1931 they were overprinted OS, (not perforated), and used for some more
years.

Given here under are some of the values and colours used for both the Kangaroo and Map, and
the King George V definitives, including the basic 1 penny value of each:
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Caption: Some examples of King George V portraits in anfoaale,that were used in other parts of the British
Empire,are shared hereunder. The lower value definitives stamps of the former British colony of Kenya Uga
Tanganyika shared here as examples, show their national bird, Grey Crowned Crane flanking KG V (which |
continue to be National Birds of Uganda and Tama), and the highest value definitives of KG V of British India
taken as examples, show Asian Elephants.
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. AUSTRALIAN REPRODUCED STAMPS

As discussed in the article on Introduction to Stamp on stamps in the July 2023 issue of this
magazine, there are stamps that are shown on newer stamps or Miniature sheets, but with current face
value only on them. These are called Reproduced stamps. In the above mentioned article, the Wilding
photo based Queen Elizabeth Il definitive stamps, and the high value Castle definitives on miniature
sheet were discussed as Reproduced stamps, as they were reproduced with different face values from
the ones originally given Reproduced stamps reflected only the current face value, and not original
stamp’s face value. Earlier in this article we have also discussed examples of Australian Reproduced
stamps, which were issued for the Centenary of most of the British colonial States that formed part of
Australia in the 1800s.

In the case of Australia, the most famous stamps which were reproduced in a similar manner was
this set of 6 stamps on 2 Miniature sheets which are shown here under and issued for the 1999 World
Philatelic Exhibition, Melbourne. For these reproduced stamps, as against their differing original face
values, each stamp has been given a 45 ¢ Face Value. Details of the original face values with which
such stamps were issued, and more details about these early Australian seaborne explorers and
sailors, are given further down in this section.

AUSTRALIA-99

World Philatelic Exbibition MyiLBOURNE*AUSTRALIA

AUS L&A_LlAJM"_ /8

World Phe l’fltl.\/n/wmn WL 8 o U SRS TROMITA
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This set of 6 stamps on sea explorers of Australia are very popular, and were issued first in 1963-
1964 in the pre-decimal currency of British pounds, Shillings and Pence, and after the decimal currency
was issued, they were reissued in currency value of Australian Dollars and Cents. The above 6 stamps
are valued in the Decimal currency.

The details of each of these 6 Australian pioneer explorers, along with their stamp’s original pre-
decimal, and post decimal Australian currency values, are given here:

1. Abel Tasman (1603-1659) - He was the most famous among the Dutch explorers who visited parts
of northern, western and southern mainland Australia in the 17" Cent. and named it ‘New Holland’. He
was the first to explore the west coast of what came to be named Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania), in
1642, and thereafter was the first westerner to discover New Zealand - A 4 Shillings stamp was first
issued by Australia, followed by a 40 Cents reissue, the latter being shown here above.

2. James Cook (1728-1799) - A Royal Navy Captain, he was the first to discover and explore the East
coast of Australia. Australia issued a 7shilling 6 pence pre-decimal stamp in this set, and then reissued
it as a 75 cents stamp in decimal currency, and the latter is shown here above.

3. Matthew Flinders (1774 -1814) - He was the first to circumnavigate the Australian mainland in 1803,
including exploring in detail the Southern Coast of Australia. He was the first to use the word Australia
in Maps he made. The first Australian stamp in this set honouring him was for 10 Shillings face value,
and the reissue was for Australian Dollar 1, and the latter is shown here above.

4. George Bass (1771-1803) - A naval surgeon, he accompanied explorer Matthew Flinders in
exploring the Southern Coast of Australia, and during a whaleboat exploration of the S.E. Australian
seas and waterways, led by himself, gave the first proof that Tasmania was an island separate from
the Australia mainland. This dividing body of water, Bass strait, is named after him. The first stamp
issued in 1963 was valued at 1 Pound, and the reissue in Decimal Currency was for Australian Dollars
2, which is shown here above.

5. Rear Admiral Phillip Parker King (1791-1856) - Born on Norlfork Island, a part of colonial Australia,
and the eldest son of Admiral Gidley King of the Royal Navy, he explored most of the Australian
coastline specially in the northern and western areas that could not be completely explored by Flinders,
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on behalf of the Royal Navy. He also had a team with him to study the natives, animals and plants in
the areas he explored in his 4 voyages around the Australian coast. After joining the Royal Navy, apart
from his explorations, he also rose to became the first native born Australian to become an Admiral.
His stamp was issued in the Pounds 2 format and therefore is the highest value stamp in this set, and
later as the Australian Dollars 4 reissue, which is shown here above.

6. William Dampier (1651-1715) - He was an English explorer, naturalist and navigator, who was the
first English sailor to chart parts of New Holland, which is what the Dutch had named Australia at that
time. He also circumnavigated the world 3 times. - The first Australian stamp in this series was a 5
shillings stamp, and after decimal currency was introduced, the 50 cent stamp shown here above was
issued with the same design.

Of course, all 6 were once again featured a third time as the 6 Stamps on 2 Miniature sets issued
in 1999, as mentioned earlier.

IV. AUSTRALIAN STAMP ON STAMP

1. The first Australian Stamp on stamps was issued for the 1976 National stamp week - On 27%
September 1976, this set was issued on a day which was designated Stamp Day by Australian Post,
and celebrated as part of Stamp Week from 27" September to 3" October 1976.

Further details of this unigue Stamp on Stamps set, is given in the box here under:

This stamp depicts William Blamire Young, the designer of
the Kangaroo & Map stamp, which first released in 1913.
: With the Kangaroo & Map stamp to his left, the se-tenant set
was printed showing the four stages of printing from Yellow
i for the first print, to magenta and cyan, and there after the
fourth printing ink (the finished stamp), which is black. In
this Stamp on stamp example however, because each is a
different stamp, the black lettering had to be faked in order
to make the stamps legible, as although three of the stamps
are incomplete, each of the 4 stamps were treated as
separate commemorative stamps, and were valid for
postage within Australia.

2. 1978 - National Stamp Week Designed by Cato Hibberd Design Pty. Ltd., and Printed by Asher &
Co., this stamp & miniature sheet was issued to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of Melbourne
stamp exhibitions, which was held between 29 October & 3 November 1978. The design is the 3d Blue
Kookaburra (stamp on stamp design), was originally released on 29 October, 1928, and a miniature
sheet containing four stamps was also released. This Stamp on stamps was
Issued on 25 September 1978 with perforation 15%

This Stamp on stamp showing a Kookaburra, has already been discussed in
the introduction. However what many may not know is that such animals and birds
found exclusively in Australia, have been shown on many different stamps over
many decades.

Given here under are other and different Definitive and Commemorative
Stamps issued on this unusual bird, the Kookaburra, as an example of such
individual stamps:
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Caption: This is an example of
prepaid postcard issued b
Australia Post.

Other animals and birds that have appeared on different stamps decade after decade are Red
Kangaroo, Grey Kangaroo, Koala, Emu, Cockatoo (parrot), Platypus, Lyre bird, and Wombat, which
makes animal stamps of Australia an interesting topic.

3. 1982- National Stamp Week- 50 years of Sydney Bridge. Designed by Cato Hibberd Design Pty
Ltd, and printed by Cambec Press, this Stamp on stamps was issued to celebrate National Stamp
Week 1982. The design is a Stamp on stamps of the 5/- Sydney Harbour Bridge stamp, the original of
which was first released on 14 March, 1932. This Stamp on stamps was Issued on 27 September 1982
with perforation 134 x 13% for the 1982 National Stamp Week. Sydney bridge stamps of 2 other
values from this set, and a newer one are also shown hereunder:
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4. 0On 25" March 1981 these Stamp on Stamps were issued to celebrates the 50th Anniversary
of the First Official Airmail from Australia to UK, an avet that took place in 1931. This set was
designed by Cato Hibberd Design Pty. Ltd., and Printed by Asher & Co. This stamp set is issued as a
"Stamp on stamps", and the same originally issued 6d Airmail stamp is shown on both these Stamp on
stamps, issued to honour the 50" Anniversary of the First Official Airmail flight from Australia to UK in
1931, which was mainly flown to destination by Charles Kingsford Smith. One is for 22 cents inland
use, and the 60c for airmail use, as indicated by the latter stamps margin design.

The original release was made in March, 1931 to commemorate the "first official" Air Mail flight to
the UK. for which the final stage of the flight was undertaken by Charles Kinsford Smith, from Malaysia
to U.K. and thereafter he also made a flight across the Pacific, with co-pilot, Charles Ulm. The flight
was from California to Brisbane, via Hawaii and Fiji, due to which the original 6d. stamp used on this
Stamp on stamps, is captioned as Kingsford Smith’s World Flights. The original stamp was issued on
25 March 1931 with perforation 13.

Caption: The above Australian stamps show the pilot of the first Airmail flight from Australia to U.K, Charle
Kingsford Smith.The stamps hereunder show ti#& Stamp on stampshich were issued to celebrathe
anniversary ofKingford Smitld dirst Australia- U.K. Airmail flight, which landed in England on16th December
1931. He later also made the first TralRacific flight from USA to Australia, during which Charles Ulm was
his capilot. Charles Ulm went on to pioneer many airhpstal flight routes, ash®wn in the next paragraph.

5.1984-50th Anniversary of 1st Official Airmail Australia/New Zealand - Australia/Papua New
Guinea. Issued in 1984, these 2 Stamp on Stamps, was designed by Graham Black, and the Printer
is Cambec Press. These 2 issues commemorate the airmail flight pilot Charles Ulm, who flew the first
official airmail between Australia & New Zealand and back on 17 February, 1934, and the other one in
between Australia & Papua New Guinea and back on 24 July, 1934, and each of these two 45¢c Stamp
on stamps are identical apart from colour & the envelopes used, as first day Airmail covers, with one
being sent from New Zealand, and the other being sent from Papua New Guinea. The original flights
were completed by Charles Thomas Phillipe Ulm, who's portrait appears on both stamps. They were
Issued on 22 February 1984. with perforation 13% x 13%.
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Stamps that were used for first Australia and Papua & New Guinea Airmail Cover, which is shown
on the Cover on left, show the following. (There were other stamps also used on the Airmail Covers
which were carried on the same flight, including some covers with King George V definitives instead
of some of the other Australian stamps shown on this Cover) - On the top left is an the Australian stamp
showing an Aboriginal on the banks of the Yarra river, Melbourne, and the stamp on the top right is
the 6 d Australian Airmail stamp discussed in the earlier paragraph, and the other 2 stamps are the
stamps of Territory of New Guinea showing one breed of their varied and famous Bird of Paradise.
Papua & New Guinea at that time was a Territory of Australia , directly administered from Canberra.
(Papua & New Guinea became an independent nation only on 16" September 1975)

- Caption: The above Australian stan

. showing an Aborigine in the city
Melbourne , is the stamp on the top |
on the Airmail envelope.

Caption: The above 5 stamps, showing the famous Birds of Paradise of New Guinedgwrasatedrom the
internet Two of these Bird of paradise stamps whach shown on the ealope used for the Ne@unea-
Australia First Airmail flight are from this definitive set.

Cover and Stamp on the first Australia & New Zealand Airmail Cover, shown on the right, alongside
the one on the First Australia- New Guinea flight Cover, uses a overprinted New Zealand stamp, which
depicts that the postage rate was 7d- made up of 1d surface rate plus 6d airmail rate, of which 4d was
paid to Ulm as the pilot. The name of the airmail carrying aircraft was Faith in Australia, which is also
over printed on this stamp. .
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This illustrates the New Zealand stamp used for the first Australia - New Zealand -Australia flight
more clearly, and is downloaded from the Internet.

6a. AUSIPEX 84 -First Commonwealth of Australia Stamp - Issued for the AUSIPEX 84 Exhibition,
the Stamp on stamps were designed by Ken Cato Design, Melbourne, and Printed by Leigh-Mardon
Pty. Ltd.

The Australian International Philatelic Exhibition, AUSIPEX 84, is the largest philatelic exhibition
staged in Australia, and it was also Australia’'s first world stamp show. This issue shows the main stamp
(the only stamp released separately) a stamp on stamp issue of the first Commonwealth stamps issued
in 1913, the famous 1d Kangaroo & Map (shown here under as a single Stamp on stamp issued on
22" August 1984), the remainder of the stamps issued, were only produced in the miniature sheet, (on
21 September, shown two issues down) with one for each of the earlier British Colonies: Victoria; New
South Wales; Van Dieman's Land (Tasmania); South Australia; Western Australia; Queensland & the
one (shown here below) for the Commonwealth.

It would be impossible to tell the two “Roo & Map” Stamp on stamps apart, except if this one was
used as a pair, or the other was used as part of the original Miniature Sheet, since for all intents and
purposes, the stamps are the same. This single Stamp on stamps. shown here was issued on 22
August 1984, with perforation 14%.

N
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' A Caption- The above Stamp on Stamp howi ng t he firs
- AUSTRALI A0 st amp Wh Kaodarodarsd Maphstampgas |
issued as a single stamp f&USIPEX 84World Philatelic Exhibition,
Melbourne on 22 August 198#r event held in betwee2ll to 30 Septembe
1984. See point 6 b for details of the Miniature Sheet issugdptemberfor
this exhibition in which MS thissamp on stamgs once again used.

6b. 1984 -AUSIPEX 84 - Stamps issued by British Colonies in Australia - As mentioned earlier, The
Australian International Philatelic Exhibition, AUSIPEX 84, Melbourne, is the largest philatelic exhibition
staged in Australia, it was also Australia's first world stamp show. The Stamp on stamps shown on this
miniature sheet issued for the event, are 7 Stamp on stamp designs with one for each state, Victoria;
New South Wales; Van Dieman's Land (Tasmania); South Australia; Western Australia; Queensland
& the one for the Commonwealth - using the “Map & Roo” stamp design. (with the last having the same
design already issued on 22 August)

This Miniature sheet set was Issued on 21 September 1984, for event held in between 21 to 30
September 1984.
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Captions for the above stamps

1. The30c Stamp on stamps shows yd&50issued stamp which features the origidlstamp of'Victoria
State colonywhich shows #lalf Length Queen Victoridesign which was the firStampfor Victoria State, a
part of a set of 3 stamps of same design but different values.

2. On the top right of this MS is3®@cStamp on stamps showing origidalstamp of"New South Walesolony’,
which design shows a view 8fydneytown on this yeal 850 issued stamp.

3. The nexB0c Stamp on stamps dhis MS shows a stamp issued in y2863with the originalld of "Van
Dieman's Lanatolony' featuringQueen Victorié@ fRight Siddacedesign.

4. The nexB0OcStamp on stamgdeatures issue of the yeh855 showing original design dfd value of "South
Australiancolony" with QueenVictoria Left Siddaceon the stamp.

5. The fifth from top stamp on stamp, of vaB@x features yean854issued originalld value of'Western
Australiancolony' showingthe famousBlack Swaron the stamp.
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6. The lasB0c Stamp on stamp featuring a stamp of a British Australian coldegtures the yedat859issued
original 6d value of'Queenslandaolony”, which shows the famous Queen Victo@halon Headoortrait.

7.The bottom mo&0c Stamp on stamp shows the y&@t3original 1dvalue stamp, which was the Australian
Federation stamp issued after formation of tteommonwealth’] which ofcourse shows th€angaroo & Map
stamp. This is the version issued with the other British colony stamps as part of a single/ integrated Minia
Sheet. What isinusualabout this is that a similar, but single stamp, was issued earlier for this Exhibition

7. 1990 - RARE AND UNUSUAL COLONIAL STAMPS OF AUSTRALIA - 150th Anniversary of the
First Postage Stamp - The above landmark for the first postage stamp issued - The British Penny
Black- was celebrated by Australia with these Stamp on stamps designed by Jim Passmore, Australia
Post Graphic Designer, and printed by Leigh-Mardon Pty. Ltd.

The first adhesive postage stamp was issued by Great Britain on 1 May, 1840, which this stamp
set issue commemorates for Australia with six 41c¢ stamps which shows six of Australia's early colonial
stamps shown on the new stamps (as Stamp on stamps). These Se-tenant set of six stamp block was
originally released along with a miniature sheet, and the miniature sheet was also overprinted "Stamp
World London '90 Exhibition - 3 and 13 May, 1990".

This set was issued on 1 May 1990 with perforation 13.3 x 13.85
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Caption- Details of the original colonial stamps shown on these Stamp on stamps are as follow:

I. 41cstamp showing original yeat853issuedld value Orangecoloured QueenVictoria profile, on Van
Dieman's LandBritish colonial stamp.

II. 41cstamp showing the original ye&aB54 issuegvery rare4d valueBluecoloured andnverted(rare Blak)
Swan,of British Western Australi@olony.

lll. 41c stamp showing the original year 186%uedrare highvalue5/- Purple Coin stamp of British New
South Wales colony;

IV. 41c stamp showing original year 1888uedrare highvalue 3- stamp of British Victoria colony;
V. 41c stamp showing the original year 1888ued6d Green Queen Victoria stamp of British Queensland
colony

VI. 41c stamp showing the original year 188Suedhigh value and rare 1/Violet Queen Victoria stamp of
SouthAustralia colony.;

(You will possibly have noticed that most of the above mentioned original colonial stamps are rare because
are of higher face value, and therefore hardly sold or used.)
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8. 2009 -Bicentenary of First Australian Postage Service

Shown on the above stamp is the first organization of a postal service in Australia, which
commenced in 1809 with the appointment in Sydney of the first postmaster. An English ex-
convict, Isaac Nichols, took the post, and operated from his home in George Street, Sydney. His main
job was to take charge of letters and parcels arriving by ship, as shown on this pre-Decimal Australian
4 pence stamp, to avoid the chaos of people rushing aboard ships as soon as they arrived at Sydney's
wharves. Nichols would pick up the mail and post a list of recipients outside his house. He would
advertise in the Sydney Gazette the names of all those who received mail. Recipients paid a fixed price
of one shilling per letter to collect mail from Nichols' home, with parcels costing more depending on
how heavy they were. VIP addressees were afforded personal delivery by Nichols.

To celebrate this Bicentenary a survey was taken to choose the favourite Australian stamps and 5
stamps were finalized and converted into Stamp on stamps, which are shown here under.

Three of the 5 chosen stamps, which were converted into Stamp on stamps on a very special
format with writing in the background are shown here, which includes the Peace stamp issued at the
end of WW Il (since a huge number of Australians were in service during WWII, spanning all Theatres,
this stamp proved to be very popular). The second stamp is the stamp showing an individually
identifiable Aboriginal man, who was called Gwoya Tjungurrat, mentioned in the Background section
here above. This already popular photograph portrait became iconic when designer Frank Manley
used it as the single image on a recess-printed 8-penny brown stamp issued in August 195, which is
shown on this Stamp on stamp. Two years later the same image was
used for a larger-format 2-shilling, 6-penny denomination stamp, printed
in dark brown. The inscription on the stamp was simply ‘Aborigine’, but
unusually, the name of the subject was not concealed from the public.
Once enthusiasts had learned his real name, they eagerly sought him
out.

The third stamp shown is the highest value in the ever-popular older
Sydney Bridge stamp set (out of the 3 values issued, the highest value
5 shilling one was chosen). The fourth stamp chosen was the first
Commonwealth of Australia stamp, the iconic Kangaroo and Map 1
penny stamp, which | have once again shown here under for reference,
and the fifth was the 1928 Stamp Exhibition's 3 penny Kookaburra stamp
which is also shown here for reference. These last 2 stamps were issued
in the same format as the first 3 stamps, with writing in the background.
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9. 1991 - Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen
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These stamps are from the Queen Elizabeth Il 1953-56 First Definitive Set, issued by Australia,
after her Coronation.

The stamps with this particular stamp design was issued from 1953, and consisted of these 5
stamps. Out of these the 3 1/2 penny stamp was the one used as the base rate postage stamp, and
therefore widely used and well known. This particular stamp was therefore issued for the 1992 Birthday
of Her Majesty the Queen, who is also the Head of State of Australia, as a Stamp on stamp. The stamp
also shows the Watermark used for this stamp. This stamp was first issued on 21 April, 1953 on
watermarked paper, which features a crown and the word CofA. This Stamp on stamp features that
QE Il definitive stamp and the CofA watermark as a backdrop, in the design. (The initials in the
Watermark design shown on this Stamp on stamp issue stands for Commonwealth of Australia).

During her 70 years reign as head of Australia, Her Majesty had appeared 120 times on Australian
stamps, which is more than any other person in Australian history. From 1973 a change of policy
dropped The Queen from the definitive stamps being issued, which annoyed the Monarchist faction in
Australia. Therefore, it was decided to commemorate the Birthday of the Queen every year from 1980,
onwards, and therefore, combined with other events involving Royalty, an average of 2-3 stamps
featuring Queen Elizabeth Il were issued on an average annually. This Stamp on stamps was one of

the stamps issued for Her Majesty’s Birthday - for the year 1991. The QUEEN’S LAST APPEARANCE
ON AN AUSTRALIAN STAMP WERE THE 2 STAMPS ISSUED FOR HER PLATINUM JUBILEE.

To conclude this article, | share a few of the other Australian Definitive stamp designs of King
George VI and Queen Elizabeth Il, issued till 1973, and some of the Birthday stamp issues after 1980:

King George VI definitives:
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Queen Elizabeth Il Definitives
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Examples oAustralian Stamps issued for Birthday of Queen Elizabeth II:
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NOTES AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

1. Fortunately the Australian stamps | had the privilege of collecting over the last 5 decades have a lot of variety,
and cover a large number of subjects , so a background to some of the highlights of the country that is Australia
could be created ,before the Stamp on stamps are discussed, in this Article.

2. A Power Point presentation in 2 parts, made on the subject of the Bi-centenary of Australia, through stamps
issued by Australia, was made during the SIPA Monthly meetings around 2016. The research made for this has
helped very much in forming this article. | am most grateful to SIPA for giving me such opportunities to gather
information and make presentations, which has helped grow to the next stage, which is writing articles like this.

3. Australian Philatelic Bulletins which | had been receiving either as hard copies, from the 1990s, and more
recently in soft copy form, had helped me understand the stamps in my collection, and gather important
information which has are incorporated in this article, in addition to information googled from the internet,
including Wikipedia.

It has been a pleasure creating this original article. | hope readers of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin enjoy
reading it, as much as | enjoyed creating and writing this article.
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Stamp of the month

By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad
https://www.facebook.com/philately.information

Soviet -Bovbat Al r Post Wi de
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Cherrystone Auctions note: "RUSSIA Air Post 1924 10k on 5r green type I, basic stamp wide "5",
complete pane of 25 showing diagonal shift of surcharge, never hinged and post office fresh, natural
gum creases and gum skips at bottom right, each stamp with a double "Goznak" handstamp on back,
also signed in pencil and by Mikulski. A major museum-quality rarity from the Soviet Union, ex-Mikulski
collection. Of considerable Air Post and world-wide importance, undoubtedly unique! (Standard Cat.
$105,000+ for singles). Price Realized: $700,000.00."

Reference:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Soviet_Union_Air_Post_%22Wide 5%22_surcharged_1924
_pane_of 25.jpg
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Stamp Talk-8 - By Penny Black

On 50 Years of Indian Miniature & Souvenir Sheets

By Prof. Dr. Vra. Saathappan,
Vimal Jyothi Engineering College, Chemperi, Kerala-670632

Dear friend, Good morning,

| am Penny Black, the world’s first official postage stamp, native of Britain, created by Sir Rowland
Hill, talking to you.

Today’s talk will be on “50 years of Indian Miniature and Souvenir Sheets”. So far my talk has been
in general but nothing in particular to Indian philatelic materials after India’s independence. Under this
circumstance, one day after a very long gap of more than one year, | went to see my author friend,
Prof. Saathappan. He was arranging his Indian Miniature sheet collection in a Manik Jain’s miniature
sheet album. | asked many questions about them and he patiently answered them as if answering to a
new young Philatelist.

An Indian philatelist should first know about the stamps and related products issued by his country.
This will create more love on his country ‘India’ and its importance in World Philately. | myself being a
sincere follower of Indian culture and have patronage for Indians’ love and affection on me, | wish to
share with you, some of those explanations of my author friend on Indian Miniature and Souvenir
Sheets.

The period of 50 years of Indian miniature and souvenir sheets ends on 13" November 2023. When
this article was prepared during the mid of August 2023, India issued its 252" MS on 26" July 2023 to

commemorate G20 Leaders’ Summit.t

Sir, When was the first Miniature sheet issued in India?

First miniature sheet in India was issued on 14" November 1973 to commemorate the conduct of
“India International Philatelic Exhibition, New Delhi from 14 to 23" November 1973. It was square in
shape (127 mm X 127 mm) with 4 imperforated stamps with face value 20p,1r, 1r 45p and 2r. Total
face value of 4r 65p. This is also the only imperforated Miniature sheet of India. The stamps were not
postally valid when separately cut from the miniature sheet (MS) and used. MS? was printed by India
Security Press (ISPN) on single side gummed paper without watermark (Fig:MS-01)

My country England issued me, the world’s first official postage label (then stamp was called as a
label) during 1840, | was available for public use from 6" May. England (Great Britain), issued its first
miniature sheet only on 15t March 1978 (4% years after India’s first MS) to commemorate LONDON
1980 International Stamp exhibition (Fig:MS-02). It had 4 perforated stamps of face value 9 pence,
10% pence, 11 pence and 13 pence, totalling to 43%pence. On counter, it was sold for 53% pence, 10
pence more than the MS face value. This excess amount was provided as financial support to the
exhibition organisers from British Post Office.
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Fig:MS-01 (127 x 127 mm) Fig:MS-02 (122x 91mm) Fig:MS-03 (109 x 135 mm)Fig:MS-04 (108 x 108 mm)

1 Thd\/lSiSSl-,I“e“(hl-J-rT;b-el-’-iS as péé-fé-rénce“ai:éil dafmentioned in-ihi"s artlctmsed on 'rth-reference only.
2. Here afterwarbBniature Sheetill be mentioned\dSand Souvenir SheetS&s
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Before going further, we should have an idea about a Miniature Sheet (MS) and about a Souvenir
Sheet (SS). This is the view of my author friend. Let us take a stamp issue on Indian Masks issued on
15/04/1974 with 4 stamps. The stamps were issued in sheets of 35 for standard distribution. One stamp
each of this issue was printed forming a Mini Sheet as a Philatelic Iltem called as a Miniature Sheet
(MS) (Fig:MS-03). This was also the first MS of India with perforated stamps.

Now let us see the first MS issue of India. The MS consists of 4 stamps. The 1r 45p stamp was
issued on 08/01/1973 to commemorate “Indipex‘73” International Stamp Exhibition, New Delhi. The
Exhibition Emblem, a stylised Peacock was the stamp design. It was issued in sheets of 50 stamps for
standard distribution and also to create advance publicity about the Exhibition. The other 3 stamps
were issued on 14/11/2023 in sheets of 40 stamps for standard distribution, on the inauguration day of
the philatelic exhibition “Indipex’73”. Since both the stamp issues were for the same event, they were
issued in a single MS. (Fig:MS-01) This is the first time that two issues were printed in a single MS
(These 3 stamp sheets with 40 stamps each, were the first sheets to have two colour codes or traffic
lights(TL) in a single sheet in positions TL1 & TL2 or in positions TL3 & TL4. Normally a stamp sheet
will have colour code in any one TL position only)

| asked my author “Sir, is it a must that all stamps of an issue should be present in the MS”
He said that, It is not a rule that all stamps of an issue should be present in a MS. For example, the
Indepex Asiana 2000 issue on Gems and jewellery, issued on 07/12/2000 contains a set of 6 big
stamps. But only 4 stamps were present in the MS. It was also the only MS of India, additionally
honouring a personality, Mr. N.D.Jatia, a senior philatelist who passed away on 12/11/2000, before the
inauguration of Indepex Asiana 2000 philatelic exhibition in New Delhi. (Fig:MS-05). We Salute his
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ig:MS—05 (162]_11mm) Fig:SS-01 (81x 68mm) Fig:SS-01a (110x 89mm) Fig:SS-01b (110x 89mm)

A MS was issued with a cover. The stamp was issued on 15/12/1997, to commemorate
“Indepex’97”, International Stamp Exhibition, New Delhi (5™ Issue). The stamp design consists of
Mother Teresa with praying hands. The stamp was printed only in this MS and not in stamp sheets as
usually done for other stamp issues. Hence this sheet is not called as MS but called as a Souvenir
Sheet (SS). (Fig:SS-01). This is the first postally valid SS of India. At the exhibition centre and in some
post offices, the SS was sold with a cover sponsored by Children’s Book Trust of India. The only MS
issued with a cover (Fig:SS-0la & SS-01b). The front side of the cover had a side posture of Mother
Teresa along with Philatelic Exhibition Emblem on the right hand top corner and the India’s
Independence Golden Jubilee emblem on the left hand top corner. The back side of the cover had a
brief bio-data of Mother Teresa, emblem of department of post at the top and sponsors name at the
bottom.
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Fig:SS03 & S®4(each of sizeBAmm x 10mm)

Fig:SS02(178x 152mm)
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To celebrate the Indian Telegraph Centenary in 1951, Indian Posts & Telegraphs Department
issued a SS on first November 1953, featuring telegraph stamps from 1860 to 1913 (Fig:SS-02). The
souvenir sheet was sold for Re.1l/-. The stamps printed on SS were not valid for any type of
transactions.

In the past 50 years, India post (old name India Post and Telegraph Department) has issued 235
stamps in the form of SS or as mixed sheetlets only, without any individual stamp sheets or sheetlets.
The largest set of 50 stamps issued on 03/05/2013 to honour 100 Years of Indian Cinema, were put
into sale in the form of 6 SS (Numbered as 1/6 to 6/6) (Fig:SS-03 to SS-08)

Fig:SS05, SDN6, SN7 & SHB(each of siz&10mm x B4mm) Fig:MS06(120x 75mm)

Sir, kindly tell me about the different Printing press and the processes, used for printing MS.
MS were printed by 4 different printers. They are:

(1) Calcutta Security Printers Limited, a 51 years old public Non-Governmental company,
abbreviated as CSP or mentioned in some places as CSPL with their registered office at Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh-208001,

(2) The India Security Press located at Nashik Road, Nashik, Maharashtra — 422101 is a 98 years
old unit of Security Printing and Minting Corporation of India Ltd. (SPMCIL) which is a wholly owned
company of the Government of India. Abbreviated as ISP and in some places as ISPN, having its
corporate office at Janpath, New Delhi-110001,

(3) Madras Security Printers Pvt. Ltd., a 42 year old private company, abbreviated as MSP and in
some places as MSPL, having its registered office at Tondiarpet, Chennai-600081, Tamil Nadu.

(4) Security Printing Press, located at Hyderabad is a unit of Security Printing and Minting
Corporation of India Ltd. (SPMCIL) which is a wholly owned company of the Government of India.
Abbreviated as SPP and in some places as SPPH, having its corporate office at Janpath, New Delhi-
110001,

As per the data available 6.75% MS were printed at CSPL (17 issues), 28.57% at ISPN (72 issues),
0.79% at MSPL (2 issues) and 63.89% at SPPH (161 issues).The total no. of issues of MS ad SS till
26/07/2023 is 252 with respect to Reference 1.

MS are printed by any one of the 3 process of printing, Photogravure (PG), Photo Offset (PO) and
Wet Offset (WO). The MS printed in CSPL was by PO process. The early MS printed by ISPN were by
PG process and later printed by WO process. MS printed at MSPL were by PO process. MS printed
by SPPH at initial stages was by PG process and later by WO process only.

Nearly 18.09% of MS were printed by Photogravure process (PG), 9.05% were printed by Photo
Offset process (PO) and 72.86% were printed by Wet Offset process (WO).
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Fig:MS-09 (168 x 132 mm  Fig:SS-09 (170 x 170 mm
Sir, what is the minimum quantity and maximum quantity of MS printed in India?

The quantity of MS printed had some influence on the theme / subject of the stamp issued. The
minimum quantity of MS issued was 50,000, (Fifty thousand only) or 0.05 Million for many stamp issues,
including the first MS in 1973. The highest quantity printed was 2.41 Million (24,10,000-Twenty four
Lakh and ten thousand only) for the stamp issued on 14/11/2013 on Mr. Tendulkar's achievement.
(Fig:MS-06) This is also the only MS issued in honour of a living personality in India. The second
highest is 1 Million or 10 Lakhs, were for a few stamps, which were issued on International themes.

There have been a few instances in which additional MS were printed for a special Purpose apart
from the quantity for standard distribution. MS issued on Legendary Heroines of India on 13/02/2011,
(Fig:MS-07) was 0.3Million (3 Lakhs) out of which 0.2Million was for Standard distribution (sales
through post office) and 0.1Million was for sale at Indepex 2011, philatelic exhibition ground. Similarly
MS issued for 100 Years of Airmail on 12/02/2011 (Fig:MS-08) was 0.4Million (4 Lakhs) out of which
0.3Million was for standard distribution and 0.1Million was for sales at Philatelic Bureau, New Delhi
only. By this time an e-post office for philatelic materials was functioning at Sansarg Marg Head Post
Office, New Delhi. So Later on in some issues extra MS were printed for sale through e-post office.
Normally the additional quantity printed for e-post office was 0.1Million. Rastrapathi Bhavan issue on
05/08/2011 (0.2Million + 0.1Million) (Fig: MS-09) and for some more issues also, the same procedure
was followed. Now a days there seems to be no record for additional printing, but we assume that MS
printed for standard distribution is also used by e-post office.

Sir, is there any MS issue printed in more than one press?

Good. You are correct. It has been understood that there has been two such instances. First
instance was the New Year issue of 2017 issued on 01/01/2017. The issue consist of a SS with 12
stamps (Fig:SS-09) and a Desk Calendar with 12 SS one stamp in each sheet (Fig:SS-10 to SS-21).
The 12 stamp SS was printed at SPPH with the stamp size of 33 x 40 mm. The Desk Calendar with 12
SS sheets was printed at ISP Nasik with a single stamp of size 37 x 45 mm in each sheet.

SS12March SS13April SSl14Ma SS15June

@
i)

SSl6JuIy SS17-August SS18September SS190ctober  SS20November SSZl—Decembe

50 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/VVol. V/Issue No.93/November 2023



Second instance was the Ramayana issue on 22/09/2017. The total quantity of SS issued was
0.3Million (3 Lakhs) out of which 50% was printed at ISPN and 50% was printed at SPPH. This is
evident in colour differences, paper used and in perforation differences between the two SS. My author
searched for official record for these variations, but could not find anything till we completed this article.
The only proof is that you can make a self-check on the materials provided.
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Fig:0tDark Blue background behind the throne, Dark Green bust  Fig:02Light Blue background behind the throne, Light Green bust
light Red Orange background behind bushes. dark Red Orange background behind the bushes.
Printed at Security Printing Press, Hyderabad (SPPH) Printed at India Security Press, Nashik. (ISPN)
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The above shown stamps are the centre stamps from the SS printed by ISPN and SPPH. The colour
difference is visible in all the 11 stamps in the SS printed by both the presses. The perforation is 13 x
13 and overall size of 140 x 235 mm is common to both the printings. With reference to Fig:03 and
Fig:04, we can see that the SS printed at SPPH (Fig:SS-23) has a stamp picture printing total length
and total breath more by 3 mm and 1 mm when compared to the SS printed at ISPN (Fig:SS-24).

Fig:03- Difference in width of printing area
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Fig:MS-10 (156 x 58 mm)

Fig:SS22 Printed at ISP{#235 x 140 myfrig:SS$S23 Printed at SPPH

Sir, as my country’s first MS was sold for above face value (value of 4 stamps in MS was
43%pence but was sold at the counter for 53% pence). Do you have any MS in India which was
sold above stamp face value?

Yes, so far India has issued 11 MS or SS which were sold for a higher value at the counter. The
additional cost may be to support a charity purpose or for some additional revenue to support an event
or some times to cover the cost of issuing that MS or SS. The first such MS issued by India was to
commemorate World Philatelic Exhibition-INDIA 89 (from 20™ to 29" January 1989 at New Delhi), on
15/06/1987 with 2 separate stamps with a combined face value of Rs 5.50.(0.5+5.0) This was sold for
Rs. 8.00. (Fig:MS-10) The next MS was issued on 17/10/1987 for the same event with 4 stamps. This
was the first MS with a se-tenant block of 4. (Se-tenant-Two stamps of different pictures printed
continuously without a gap) The value of stamps was Rs.13.60 (0.6+1.5+5.0+6.5) and the MS was sold
for Rs.15.00.(Fig:MS-11) Similarly MS issued on 02/10/1995 was the first MS for a personality
Mahatma Gandhi, First MS on a Joint issue, first MS with a Se-tenant pair of stamps. Face value of the
stamps was Rs.3/- (1+2) but was sold for Rs.8/- (Fig:MS-12)

Rex ARzl i - af fwdt

WORLD PHILATELIC EXHIBITION « NEW DELM

o —— !
| I
} i
L. | 2 s S
e g%

{ o

|
{
!

20-29 FAI, 1989

G981 "ANYNNYI 62-0T

"YJ‘ : g =T :.::‘.P':"...L
b e B . L,
B = i D i 0
(%) ‘Q.i\ Y ow N - g S o
-89 INDIA-89 5 0.7 S T 4
T.15-00 2. Rs.15-00 90 B seee| [ ~ Al
Fig:MS-11 (100 x 86 mm Fig:MS-12 (68 x 80 mjn Fig:MS-13 (100 x 100 mm Fig:MS-14 (117 x 95 mm

Sir, I saw you checking the reverse of each and every MS and noting down something. lassume
that you were checking the perforations of that MS. Can you clear my doubt?

| appreciate you. You have a good observing capacity. Mostly all Indian stamps have 13, 13% or
14 as the stamp edge Perforation either Comb perforation or Normal perforation. (Number of punched
holes in a distance of 2 cm is known as Perforation-13 means 13 holes in a length of 2 cm)
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As far as the stamps issued in 252 MS and SS (With respect to Reference-1), One MS was issued
with imperforated stamps, 3 MS issued has stamps with 14 x 14 perforation, 11 MS issued has stamps
with 13% x 13% perforation, 2 MS issued has stamps with 13 x 13% perforation, 5 MS issued
has stamps with 13% x 13 perforation and the balance 230 MS issued has stamps with 13 x 13
perforation. Data used in this article can be downloaded from the link:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1inJRbrg3bQ9s0SvnxMVBLPMLILOWCREXx/view?usp=drive_link

Sir, my country man, Henry Archer, in 1847 constructed the first rouletting machine. Roulette is a process
to separate the stamps by piercing the paper by series of cuts in-between the stamps. It was a failure. Then
once again Archer created a process which used rows of small round pins to punch out the holes. In 1848 Archer
patented his perforation machine which worked on the "stroke" principle. The arrangement of the pins enabled
the top and sides of each stamp across the row to be perforated in a single operation, and this became known
as "comb" perforation. Perforation trials were conducted in 1849 and 1850. My (British) Government purchased
the machine for £4,000/- in 1853. New machines based on Archer's principles were constructed by David Napier
and Son Ltd; and these were initially used in October 1853 for perforating revenue stamps and from January
1854 for perforating postage stamps. We do not have any recorded history about the invention of the Normal
perforation.

EXAMPLES OF STAMPS WITH COMB PERFORATION IN MS — THE FRONT AND REVERSE OF THE MS
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Perf: 2 Perf: 3 Perf: 4

Perf: 1 - London Olympics, issued on 25/07/2012 - Comb perforation - at the centre

Perf: 2 - Spices of India, issued on 29/04/2009 - Comb perforation - at the top centre

Perf: 3 - Preserve the Polar Regions and Glaciers, issued on 19/12/2009 - Comb perforation - at
the edge of the stamps

Perf: 4 - Indian Fashion-Through the ages: Series 1, issued on 31/12/2018 - Comb perforation -
at the junction of three stamps

EXAMPLES OF STAMPS WITH NORMAL PERFORATION IN MS — THE FRONT AND REVERSE OF THE MS

Perf: 5 Perf: 6

Perf: 5 - Himalayan Ecology, issued on 10/05/1996 - Normal perforation - at the centre

Perf: 6 - 50'" Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations between India and Japan, issued on
6/04/2002 - Normal perforation - at the junction of the stamps

Perf: 7 - International Year of Biodiversity, issued on 05/06/2010 - Normal perforation - at the
top edge of 2 stamps

Perf: 8 - Geographical Indications: Agricultural Goods, issued on 13/02/2023 — Normal
perforation - at the junction of the bottom most centre stamp pair

In comb perforation, the intersection (crossing perforations), corners of stamps do not exhibit exact
merging of pin holes. (As we can see that in the above shown examples) They differ from MS to MS
even in the same issue. Whereas Normal perforation will be exactly same and with well merging holes
in all the MS of the same issue. These are evident with 8 sample perforation from MS, shown above.
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Syncopated perforation Fig: MS-15 (193 x 85 mm
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Front (39stamp from lefpack Fig: MS-16 (90 x 105 mm

In India, 40 stamps have been issued with syncopated perforation starting from the 02/10/2001,
Mahatma Gandhi: Man of the Millennium issue till 2003. The term syncopated perforation describes
intentional irregularities in the perforations. The earliest form was used by the Netherlands from 1925-
33, where holes were omitted to create distinctive patterns. Beginning in 1992, Great Britain has used
an oval perforation to help prevent counterfeiting. Several other countries have started using the oval
perforations or other syncopated perforation patterns.

2 MS have been issued so far with stamps with syncopated perforation. The oval perforation covers
3 pin holes at the centre of the longer side of the stamp either on the vertical or on the horizontal side.
The first MS with 4 stamps with syncopated perforation along the horizontal side was issued on
30/10/2002 to commemorate the 8™ session of the conference of the parties to the United Nations
Framework convention on Climatic Change (Fig:MS-15). The second MS with 4 stamps with
syncopated perforation along the vertical side was issued on 15/05/2003 to commemorate the Golden
Voices of Yesteryears. Kishore Kumar, Mukesh, Mohd. Rafi & Hemant Kumar.(Fig:MS-16).

Sir, you were mentioning about traffic lights in the stamp sheets of the first MS issued. Are
there any traffic light issues in MS, in India?

So far traffic lights have been printed in MS in three issues only (i) 15/11/2002, Handicrafts of India,
(ii) 28/11/2003, India—France Relationship Joint issue (iii) Rath Yatra, Puri, 12/07/2010.

MS issued on 15/11/2002 on Handicrafts of India with 4 stamps was the first one with traffic lights
printed. The traffic light is located in the left hand bottom corner as 1mm dots, in TL3 position in a
horizontal fashion. The 6 colour dots in the order from left to right starting with gold, silver, magenta,
cyan, black and yellow. (Fig:MS-13) MS issued on 28/11/2003 on India—France Relationship Jointissue
with 2 stamps was the next MS with traffic lights printed. It was also on the left hand bottom corner as
2mm dots, in TL3 position in a vertical fashion in the order from top to bottom starting with yellow,
magenta, cyan and black, 4 dots. (Fig:MS-14)

The next MS was issued on Rath Yatra, Puri, on 12/07/2010. The traffic light was printed in one
corner of the miniature sheet as done in the stamp sheet. The traffic lights were printed in all the four
position, one position in a MS. They were issued to commemorate the Indipex 2011, the International
Stamp Exhibition held at New Delhi.

Generally MS are not printed individually. They are printed in the form of sheets as done for printing
stamps, and later cut to the required size. In that manner my author feels that the MS for Rath Yatra,
Puri, could have been printed in sheets of 9 (3 x 3). So that the 4 corner MS is printed with a traffic light
in one TL Position. (Fig:05)(The made-up sheet is a part of my author’s collection)
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Traffic light & Square registration mark in Traffic light & Square registration mark in
position TL1 along with Indipex 2011 logo position TL2 along with Indipex 2011 logo
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Traffic light & Square registration mark in . Traffic light & Square registration mark in
position TL3 along with Indipex 2011 logo position TL4 along with Indipex 2011 logo

Sir, early Bhutan stamps and MS have been printed on different materials, even my country has
issued MS using Hologram technique, MS on 3 Dimension Plastic sheet. But India has issued
only paper printed stamps and MS only. Anything special in MS so far?

Yes of course. | shall tell you about some of our special MS. Applications on paper printed stamps
is a recent topic for collection and exhibition. We will see such stamps in Indian MS. On the first stage
let me tell you about the scented stamp MS and SS of India. So far eight scented MS have been issued.
With reference to the MS and SS listed below, First and Sixth MS on scented stamps had Sandal wood
fragrance issued on 13/12/2006 & 01/08/2019 (Fig:MS-17 & 21), second issue was on rose fragrance,
issued on 07/02/2007 (Fig:MS-18), third and fifth issue on Jasmine fragrance issued on 26/04/2008 &
01/08/2019 (Fig:MS-19 & 20), fourth issue on coffee fragrance issued on 23/04/2017 (Fig:SS-24),
seventh issue on the fragrance of Agar wood issued on 06/09/2019 (Fig:MS-22) and the Eighth issue
on Orange Blossom fragrance, issued on 06/09/2019 (Fig:MS-23).

Fig: MS-20 (98 x 80 mjn Fig: MS-21 (98 x 80 mjn Fig: MS-22 (98 x 80 mjn Fig: MS-23 (98 x 80 mjn

Scented Stamp with Rose Perfume. The process of printing of the perfumed stamps consists of three
stages. In the first stage the stamp is printed as it is done in the case of any normal stamp. In the
second stage, for giving fragrance to the stamp sheet, a special rose-fragrance based ink, specially
imported for this purpose, is applied into the cells of 30 to 40 microns depth, in the cylinders used for
photogravure printing and the stamps were then rolled on to these cylinders. By this process, under

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.93/November 2023 55



pressure, they are transferred on to the stamp paper. At the last encapsulation stage, where stamps
are dried, microcapsules of the ink are injected and these get permanently embedded in the stamp. It
is these microcapsules which hold the fragrance. Whenever the stamp is rubbed these microcapsules
break and emit the fragrance of rose flower.

Next we will see about an additional material affixed on a paper printed stamp in Indian MS. It is
actually a SS issued on 12/02/2011 (Fig:SS-25) to commemorate Indipex 2011. In catalogues the
stamp on the SS is mentioned as Khadi stamp of face value Rs. 100/-, highest face value at the time
of issue. The SS was specially prepared and was sold in a presentation pack for Rs. 250/- only in the
exhibition ground and the unsold copies were sold through philatelic counters throughout India. The
SS has one diamond shaped printed stamp of approximately 4 cm side affixed with a small piece of
Khadi cloth of size 2.5 x 2.5 cm. The khadi piece is printed with a line design of Mahatma Gandhi and
a Charkha. Khadi fabric pasted on the paper stamp has stared loosing its white colour and started
staining because of the gum used to paste it.

Fig:MS-24 & SS-26 (each 175x 11.0mm)

Fig:SS-25 (130x130 mm

F|g MS-25 (295 x 135 mm

Next, there are 2 MS which were applied with metal foils. The first one was done on the MS issued
on 29/10/2015 to commemorate 3™ Indo-Africa Forum Summit. The MS had 6 stamps with the
background of the jungle scene along with the summit logo (Fig:MS-24). The same MS was applied
with embossing and metal foils and made it as a SS. India post mentions this SS as “Innovative MS”.
It consists of 6 stamps with one animal each. Indian Rhinoceros, African Rhinoceros and Black Buck
were Hot Stamped with Gun Metal Foil and embossed. Thomson Gazelle was Hot Stamped with
Copper Foil and embossed. The Indian Lion and the African Lion were Hot Stamped with Gold Foil and
embossed (Fig:SS-26).

The second one was issued on 02/10/2019, commemorating the 150" anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi (Fig:MS-25). It had 6 octagonal shaped stamps with silver metallic foil borders and all images
embossed and UV-Ultra Violet printed. The MS has vertical perforation in-between stamps; such that
the MS can be separated into 6 vertical strips containing 1 stamp each. As a single strip, It can also be
classified as a stamp with a tab or a MS with stamp on stamp. The first MS with Octagonal shaped
stamps.

Dear penny black, | wish to mention about a special case, where in the MS is also a SS. This
happened in 2 occasions so far. The MS issued on 18/02/2022, A joint celebration of 50 years of UAE
Independence and 75 years of India’s Independence, contained 2 stamps, one with Indian flag and the
other with the flag of UAE. (Fig:MS & SS-01). The stamp with Indian flag was also printed in sheets of
45, whereas the stamp with the flag of UAE was present in the MS only and not in sheets, creating the
MS as also a SS.
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Fig:MS & SS-01 (168 x 80 mm Flg MS & SS-02 (168 x 80 mm
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Similarly, the MS issued on 03/04/2022, to commemorate 30 years of partnership between India
and Turkmenistan, contained 2 stamps, one with “Sankirtana” a dance form from India and the other
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with “Kushtdepdi” a dance form from Turkmenistan. (Fig:MS & SS-02). The stamp with Indian dance
was also printed in sheets of 45, whereas the stamp with the dance of Turkmenistan was present in
the MS only and not in the form of regular sheets, creating another MS & SS.

Excellent Sir, good information. Sir when it comes to classifications and data sharing, there are
some normal ways of knowing small face value, high face value, biggest MS, smallest MS, some
odd MS or SS etc., do they exist in Indian MS & SS. Can you mention me a few.

Okay, its fine. We will see a few.

First, about face value. MS with smallest face value Rs. 3.25 was issued on 03/10/1974 to
commemorate Centenary of Universal Postal Union (UPU), with 3 stamps of individual face value of
25p, 1Re and 2Rs. (Fig:MS-04). MS with highest face value Rs. 160/- was issued on 29/12/2017 to
commemorate Step Wells of India, with 16 stamps, 8 stamps of individual face value of Rs. 5/- and 8
stamps of individual face value Rs. 15/- (Fig:MS-26). Two SS with smallest face value of each Rs. 15/-
was issued on 17/12/2017 to commemorate Indian Hand Fans with a single stamp each (Fig:SS-28 &
SS-29) SS with highest face value Rs. 430/- was issued on 27/11/2017 to commemorate the epic of
Mahabharata, with 18 stamps. It has 12 stamps of individual face value Rs. 15/-, four stamps of
individual face value Rs. 25/-, one stamp of Rs. 50/- and one more stamp of Rs. 100/- (Fig:SS-27).
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Fig:MS-28 (61x80 min Fig:SS-30 (283 x 160 mm Fig:MS-30 (197 x 160 mm

The smallest MS by size 61 mm x 80 mm (4,880 mm?) was issued on 13/12/2022 to commemorate
the 150" Birth Anniversary of Sri Aurobindo of Pondicherry. This is also the highest face value MS with
a single stamp Rs. 150/- (Fig:MS-28). The largest MS by size 212 mm x 298 mm (63,176 mm?) was
issued on 14/01/2020 to commemorate Indian Fashion Series 4 — Fashion Designers (Fig:MS-27).

The first MS with a single stamp issued on 16/04/2002 to commemorate 150 years of Railways in
India and also this the first MS in which the stamp and MS background has a common scenery (Fig:MS-
29). Maximum number of different stamps in a MS is 12. The MS was issued on 20/06/2016 to
commemorate “Surya Namskar” or Sun Salutation Yoga Practices (Fig:MS-30). Maximum number of
different stamps in a SS is 24. The SS was issued on 03/11/2017 to commemorate Indian Cuisine
(Fig:SS-30).

Approximately after 71 years of Independence, India post issued the first free form MS (odd shape
MS) on 27/11/2018 to commemorate Odisha Hockey Men’s World Cup, Bhubaneswar 2018 in the
shape of the Turtle, (Event's Mascot) (Fig:MS-31). So far India has issued 6 odd shape (free form) MS.
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The next free form MS in the shape of the UNESCO logo was issued on 29/12/2018 to commemorate
UNESCO World Heritage sites in India-Fort (Series-1)-Hill Forts of Rajasthan (Fig:MS-32). In the same
free form shape, 2 more MS were issued during 2020. On 25/10/2019 to commemorate 550"
Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, India Post issued a free form MS (Fig:MS-33) and the recent free
form MS was issued to commemorate the 70" anniversary of the adoption of the Constitution of India
on 26/01/2020 with se-tenant pair stamps. It was in the shape of a opened message scroll of Maharaja’s
(Fig:MS-34)
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Fig:MS-35 (142 x 158 mm Fig:SS-31 (110 x 80 mm) Fig:MS36(87x110mmJig:MS-37 (146 x 144 mm) Fig:MS-38 (127 x 165 mm)

First MS with circular stamps was issued on 02/10/2018 to commemorate 150™" Birth Anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi (Fig:MS-35). First SS with circular stamp was issued on 02/08/2022 to
commemorate 75" Anniversary of India’s Independence (Fig:SS-31).

India’s first Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s birthday on 14" November of every year is
celebrated as National Children’s Day. The first stamps to commemorate children’s day (3 stamps)
were issued in 1957 (Fig:08). Butthef i r st MS f or Nat wasmssuéd orlCI%/il11/2606 e n
with 2 stamps (Fig:MS-36), 49 years after the first children’s day stamp issue.

In India, first stamps for Olympic games (a set of 2) was issued on 12/10/1968 to honour XIX
Olympic Games, Mexio City (Fig:09). But the first MS for Olympic Games was issued on 08/08/2008
to honour XXIX Olympic Games at Beijing, China, 40 years after the issue of the Olympic stamps in
India.(Fig:MS-37)

First MS with a Map was issued on 06/04/2005 to commemorate 75" Anniversary of “Dandi March”
(Salt Movement). The MS shows the route map (387 km or 240 miles) of the salt march from Sabarmati
Ashram to Dandi (which was then called as Navasri now in the state of Gujarat) (Fig:MS-38).This is
the first time a personality is honoured for the second time with a MS. Till September 2023, Mahatma
Gandhi has been honoured in Indian MS & SS for 14 times.
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Fig:MS-39 (144 x 72 mm) Fig:MS-40 (145 x 90 mm) Fig:07
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From January 1975 onwards the denomination on a stamp is printed as a numeral without any
currency code. A new Indian Rupee Sign %, Designed by Mr. Udaya Kumar and was presented to the
public by the Government of India on 15" July 2010. In order to popularise this new symbol, it was
printed in the stamp as %5 instead of 500. Only 2 stamp issues (5 stamps) were printed with this new
symbol. The first set of 4 stamps to commemorate XIX Commonwealth Games, Delhi was issued on
03/10/2010. The 4 stamps were issued as an MS (Fig:MS-39).Thi s i s the only MS
currency dShemtbeoissue‘with'one stamp was issued on 31/10/2010 for the commemoration
of Lalit Kala Academy, New Delhi (Fig:07)
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Fig:08-First stamp issue for National Children’s Day, 14-11-1957 Fig:09-First stamp issue for Olympic Games-12-10-1968

First MS with a Steganography (QR bar code) was issued on 10/04/2015 to commemorate the
India-France 50 years of Space Co-operation (Fig:MS-40) QR code (short form of "Quick-Response
code") is a type of two-dimensional matrix invented in 1994 by a Japanese Company. When this QR
code present in the MS is scanned by a QR code scanner, a short text in 69 words about India-France
Space programme appears on the screen.

The appearing text on the screen is shown here.
Al ndia and France have cooperated in space explc
best illustrated by two missions that were developed and operated in partnership: a tropical
atmosphere observation satellite, Megha-Tropiques, launched in 2011, and Saral-Altika, an
oceanography and localization satellite, launched in 2013. These missions aim to observe
climatic phenomenain order to understand the mechanisms and anticipate their consequences
on a planetary level”.
Even now you can scan the Fig:06 in a QR code scanner to get this message text on your screen

Sir, So far how many MS + SS (Postally Valid) have been issued in India after Independence?

It is a complicated question; anyhow we will try to find an answer today. The total number MS + SS
was taken as a basic reference for writing this Stamp Talk.

Stamps of India is a reliable web site for the past 26 years, dedicated to disseminate information
about Indian philatelic Materials like stamps, postal stationeries, FDC’s, special covers etc. It also has
a listing of MS issued. Starting from the first issue of MS as 001 to the present MS issued for G20
Leaders’ Summit as 271. (This 271 includes 5 booklet panes of ‘Means of Transport”, Unissued MS on
Aldabra Giant Tortoise, Unissued MS on Heritage Jain Temples and without including the unissued
MS on Guru Granth Sahib) As per this website, the total number of MS issued by India is 271-7=264
till the G20 MS on 26/07/2023. (Reference-11)

My author friend said that Phila India Guide Book (Stamp Catalogue) is one among the reliable and
trust worthy catalogue used by Indian philatelists for the past 59 years. In this catalogue, a prefix of
PMS is used before the MS number. The numbering is done with respect to the date of issue of the
stamp and not with respect to the number of MS issued in that issue. For example on 20" August 2019,
India issued 15 stamps on India’s participation in First World War. These 15 stamps were issued in 4
MS. The PMS numbers given in the catalogue were 199, 199a, 199b and 199c. In the last issued Guide
Book 2022-2023, PMS-213 was the number given till 24" December 2020 issue. (PMS-213 is Including
a PMS number for the Unissued Guru Granth Sahib MS). If we extend this numbering method till the
MS issued for G20 Leaders’ Summit on 26" July 2023, it will be PMS-224. Then number of issues in
which MS were issued will be 224-1(Guru Granth stamp) = 223 issues (Reference-10)
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As per the MS list provided in Indiastamp.blogspot.com, 249 MS were issued till the National Flag
of India on 2" August 2022. Extending the same numbering pattern till the MS issued for G20 Leaders’
Summit then it will be 257 (Reference-2)

Wikipedia has an article on Indian Miniature sheets issued so far from 1973 onwards. It lists 260
MS till the National Flag issued on 2" August 2022. Extending the same numbering pattern till the MS
issued for G20 Leaders’ Summit then it will be 268 MS issued so far by India. (Reference-4)

Here we have given a web site, a catalogue, a blog spot and an online encyclopaedia (Wikipedia)
as reference for discussion. We further referred to various web sites and sources, which listed the
issued Indian MS and we could not come to a conclusion about the exact number of MS or SS issued
by India. This variation may be due to the way they counted Sheetlet as MS or vice versa. This error
could be also by not sticking on to the definition of MS or SS. We were searching for a Government of
India authenticated or India Post authenticated list of MS issued so far.

We came across the URL, https://postagestamps.gov.in/miniaturesheet.aspx, a gov.in platform
which listed the MS issued so far. It was updated till the issue of the MS on Embroideries of India on
19/12/2019. Its MS number was 233. Extending the same numbering pattern till the MS issued for G20
Leaders’ Summit, then it will be 252. (Reference-1)

In spite of so many different numbers of MS issued, we will consider the MS number given in the
gov.in platform as the authenticated one. So India has issued 252 MS till G20 L e a d eSuranit
issue on 26" July 2023. So this number 252 was taken as a basic reference MS+SS to write this
Stamp Talk.

Sir, are there any Unissued and withdrawn MS in India.

First we will see about the withdrawn MS. The MS shown in Fig:10 was scheduled to be issued on
16/06/2005 to commemorate 400 years of Guru Granth Sahib (Holy book of Sikh religion), a MS along
with a Sheetlet of 12 stamps and was sent to philatelic bureau’s as usual for the issue on the specified
date. Unexpectedly, India Post Cancelled and banned the issue before the issue date of the MS and
Sheetlet. But the MS and Sheetlet were issued as usual in some philatelic bureaus and were also
postally used. The unissued materials were taken back by India Post. Till today the withdrawn MS and
sheetlet are being banned for public exhibit.

Now let us see about a re-printed and re-placed MS. CPCRI (Central Plantation Crops Research
Institute) was established in 1916 as Central Coconut Research Station, and was later taken over by
the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).The centenary celebrations of ICAR-CPCRI was to
be Celebrated in 2017 and a MS was printed to be issued during 2017. The printed MS was not used.
So anew MS was designed and was issued in 2018. The MS printed in 2017 was never issued officially
due to some unknown reasons, instead the new re-printed MS and the corresponding stamps were
issued on 08/01/2018 to commemorate the ICAR-Central Plantation Crops Research Institute
Centenary (Fig:MS-42). (the difference between the CPCRI MS printed in 2017 and 2018 is listed in
the following table for your reference)

Front and Back Front and Back
. . :
. * N - .
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Fig:10 (115 x 115 mm) Fig:11-Normal Perforation (7) Fig:MS-41, Comb Perforation (7)
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https://postagestamps.gov.in/miniaturesheet.aspx

SN MS printed but not issued (Fig:11) MS re-printed and issued (Fig:MS-41)

1 | Logo of ICAR and logo of CPCRI printed on the | Logo of ICAR and logo of CPCRI are not printed
top right hand corner of the MS in a blackish | (omitted)

green colour

2 | The name “ICAR-Central Plantation Crops | Hand sketch of 3 coconut saplings have been
Research Institute” in Hindi and English are | retained in the same position but the name
printed from the left hand bottom corner of the MS | “ICAR-Central  Plantation Crops Research
followed by a hand sketch of 3 coconut saplings | Institute” in Hindi and English have been moved
upwards near the stamp bottom

3 | The name “ICAR-Central Plantation Crops | The name “ICAR-Central Plantation Crops
Research Institute” in Hindi and English are | Research Institute” in Hindi and English are
printed at the bottom most of both the stamps in | printed at the bottom most of both the stamps in
dark green colour letters with a light green | Black colour letters with a light green
background which creates a poor readability background which creates a good readability

4 | The picture used for 15 rupees stamp has less | The picture used for 15 rupees stamp has more
details and the building is partially cut details and the building is fully visible making the
size of the building small

5 | In 15 Rupees stamp, the country name at the left | Here in the 15 rupees stamp, they are
hand top corner and the denomination at the right | interchanged. Country name to the right hand top
hand top corner are printed corner and denomination to the left hand top
corner are printed

6 | The MS was to be issued in 2017 and the year on | The MS was issued in 2018 and the year on the
the stamp was printed as 2017 in green ink, but | stamp was printed as 2018 in black ink. The year

not issued. Green ink not visible with clarity is visible with clarity
7 | The perforation of the stamp in the MS is of | The perforation of the stamp in the MS is of Comb
Normal Perforation Perforation
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India post has informed the printing of MS in the information brochure issued for a stamp issue. But
as on date India Post has not issued the MS for those issues. There have been two instances.

The first instance was when two Hexagonal shaped stamps were issued on 02/08/2008 to
commemorate Aldabra Giant Tortoise. In the information brochure it was printed as Miniature sheets:
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0.2 Million. The stamps were printed in the form of four Sheetlets. 1 sheetlet for 5 Rs. stamp, 1 sheetlet
for 15 Rs. stamp and 2 mixed sheetlets and no MS was issued (Fig:12)

The second instance was when two stamps on Heritage Jain temples were issued on 14/10/2009.
In the information brochure it was printed as Miniature sheets : 0.4 Million. The stamp was printed in
the form of individual sheets and in a sheetlet of 8 pairs of 16 stamps, but no MS was issued. (Fig:13)
We do not know the reason for not printing the MS and issuing as informed in the brochure.

Out of 50 years, MS & SS were issued in 28 years only. From 1975 to 86, 1988 to 95, 1998 & 99,
2001 and in 2021 no MS or SS were issued. In 2017, a maximum of 237 stamps of face value Rs.
3025/- in the form of 37 MS+SS was issued. The data used for writing this stamp talk can be
downloaded from the following link:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1inJRbrg3bQ9s0SvnxMVBLPmMLILIWCREXx/view?usp=drive link

Hereby we thank the sources and references from where we have referred the data to write this
Stamp Talk, and we also assure them that the information taken from their source has been used only
to acquire more knowledge on the subject of philately and has not been used for any money making
purposes.

Dear friend, hope you liked and enjoyed this talk. My author friend wants me to request you to pass
on your suggestions and comments about this talk and also to go through the data link and pass on
any found mistakes or any additional data about Indian MS and SS to his e-mail ID:
saathfamily@gmail.com

Thank you.
We will soon meet in another philatelic talk.
Till then, Good bye from your friend PENNY BLACK

1. https://postagestamps.gov.in/miniaturesheet.aspx
2.https://indiastamp.blogspot.com/2009friléhtursheetsssuedn.html
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Philately- “Challenges and Solutions”

By Swamynathan R, Mumbai
Introduction

For decades, Philately has been a popular hobby across the world. In 1986, United Nations issued
a set of 6 stamps recognizing philately as an “International Hobby”. Philately had great relevance in
day-to-day life and was enjoyed by large populations around the world. In today’s circumstances,
Philately has been facing the challenge to be relevant. Philately enthusiasts and Philately organizations
across the world are voicing their concerns on the decline of philately.
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Change is natural and Philately also needs to keep changing with time and circumstances to be
relevant and keep progressing.

Philately - its Past, Present and Future

Philately needs to be understood in a wholesome perspective with reference to past, present and
future for good solutions to stay relevant with constant changing time.

Past (Philately connected with people in a conducive environment)

Since the end of World War Il, Philately has been getting support from various organizations like
UNO, commercial organizations, Postal organizations, educational Institutions, influential personalities
and many more.

Due to relevance of postal communication in daily life, philately connected with many people.
Philately items like postal stationery, postage stamps, postal marks, and letters were pursued with lot
of interest to learn and share with enjoyment and curiosity.

Present (Philately is struggling to connect with changing times)

Philately in the present circumstances has been restricted to postal organizations and the Philately
community. Wide support to philately which was enjoyed in the past no longer exists nowadays.
Organizing a philately exhibition with restricted support becomes difficult.
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The digital communication has replaced the postal communication. Philately items like postage
stamps, postal stationeries are losing their relevance. Philately which connected many people in the
past through postal communication do not connect nowadays. Encouraging new philately enthusiasts
now has become a difficult task.

Over the years, due to various factors, the fun and knowledge aspect associated with philately has
declined and as a result philately has reduced to just an activity of collecting philately items. Philately
enthusiasts pursuing the noncompetitive side of the hobby are restricted to only collecting philately
items of their choice without much interest to the related knowledge and education. The activity of
collecting philately items does not attract the young generation and the philately decline is a natural
path of the future unless corrective actions are taken. Philately meetings are becoming more of a
gathering of collectors with no interest in learning and sharing. In such a scenario, organizing a topic
for discussion in philately meetings, publishing society bulletins and encouraging new philately
enthusiasts becomes impossible.

Popular topics of the past like Errors, Postmarks, Gums, Mint-Used, overprints and many more
have become outdated and do not attract new comers to Philately.

Overall, in the present scenario, philately has become diluted and foggy with no clarity and
objectivity.

Future (Philately need to connect with people in a non-conducive environment)

Considering the past popularity of philately and the present philately challenges, the future of
philately requires solutions which can be attributed to conventional and unconventional.

Conventional solutions include increasing the frequency of philately promotional activities, including
philately in educational curriculum.

Unconventional solutions require ideas by thinking differently. Unconventional solutions include
designing and making philately products to match the taste of modern circumstances. Examples: Postal
stationaries can be made attractive in many ways for various occasions like greetings. Emphasis to be
given on “philately arts” which is different from “conventional arts” for philately items. New topics of
interest and value must be incorporated into philately. New ways of recognizing philately enthusiasts
other than the recognition from philately exhibitions must be established.

Philately is a physical activity and using technology must be used to a limited extent.
Conclusions
Time and Patience are an important factor of any hobby which one needs to manage to pursue the

hobby of their interest. Philately items must be perceived as a window/tool to learn. Philately must
always emphasize the importance of Fun in Knowledge and Education through Philately items.

More the Fun in Philately,
more enjoyable the Hobby of Philately will be.

Not philosophers, but fredawyers and stampollectors compose the backbor
of society.

ALDOUS HUXLEY
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By Mohanachandran Nair

CITES: Endangered Species on Stamps

The Convention of International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Faunaand ¥
Flora (CITES) is an international agreement established to regulate and monitor the
trade of wild animals and plants to ensure their conservation and sustainable use. It
is a global agreement aimed at protecting biodiversity and preventing overexploitation
of species due to international trade.

Scientists claim that there are out of 8.7 million species of plants and animals in
existence. However, only 1.2 million species have been identified so far. Most of u
which are insects. Of these identified species, more species are becoming |
endangered and pushed to the brink of extinction. This is due to habitat destruction, climate change,
deforestation, pollution, human overpopulation, over-harvesting (hunting, fishing and gathering) etc.
Over 38,700 species, including roughly 5,950 species of animals and 32,800 species of plants, are
protected by CITES. They are listed in the three CITES Appendices.

Each country is printing lakhs of stamps every year and so they are considered as an important
tool to communicate between the issuing authority and the public. Stamps can also be miniature
gateways to the world’s flora and fauna. Every stamp is acting as a mini encyclopaedia and tells the
story of the natural heritage of the countries of the world. Since 1993, the CITES Secretariat has
worked with the United Nations Postal Administration(UNPA) to produce 12 stamps of animals and
plants every year which are included in the CITES Appendices. This series of stamps are released in
Geneva, New York and Vienna with special postmarks for First Day Covers.

Shri. Lokeswara Rao, Retired IFS Officer and well known philatelist comes with a new book titled
“CITES: Endangered Species on Stamps” which give details of 421 philatelic materials (413 stamps
and 8 FDCs) of flora and fauna listed by CITES. Of which 360 images of the stamps released by the
UNPA from 1993 to 2023 and others are with CITES logo released by Poland, Chile and Japan. This
book also refers to the Endangered Species Day, New Biodiversity Framework and Bibliography. A
list of philatelic materials used in this book are also given in Annexure . The description of each stamp
is very interesting and the book will give you very great pleasure. The Foreword of the book is written
by Shri. S Rajendra Kumar, CPMG, Karnataka Circle.

¥

Some pages from the book
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This A5 size paperback book has 130 pages printed in art paper authored by M. Lokeswara Rao
IFS (Retd.). This book has 421 colour images of philatelic materials owned by the author. The
publisher of this book is The Write Order Publications, Koramangala, Bangalore. ISBN:978-93-5776-
681-4 The price of the book is Rs.1399/- and is available at Amazon.in.

This book would be very useful to the environmentalist, philatelists and students. It must be read
by the people who love nature and adopt an eco-friendly lifestyle.

About the Author: M Lokeswara Rao worked as a civil servant, belonged to the 1983 batch of
Indian Forest Service and retired as Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and
Head of Forest Force in Nagaland, India. He worked as an advisor for Green
( Highways at the National Highways Authority of India, the Ministry of Surface
Transport, and the Government of India and as a director for (Protect our Species),
and Earth Day Network.

His hobbies are painting and philately. He exhibited his painting of the Buddha
| in New Delhi, Bangalore and various parts of the country. He received a number of
awards in national and international philatelic exhibitions for his thematic exhibits of Orchids, Buddhism,
Buddhist Mudras, Post office postal cancellation on Penny Red, Lady slipper orchids and Buddhist
dances. His articles appeared in different magazines and newspapers. His books “Buddhism on
Stamps”, “Himalayan Birds on Stamps” and for his different articles appeared in various magazines
also won awards under literature class of different philatelic exhibitions in the country and abroad.

)

He can be contacted at Mobile: +91 9436215175 (WhatsApp). Email: madirajul@gmail.com
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New Special Covers
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KOLKATA : 16 April 2023

KOLKATA : 04 July 2023
Celebrating 25 Years of Shrutinandan The Kidderpore Swimming Club
o v s ", o —r - come )
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NEW DELHI : 19 July 2023 KHONSA : 01 August 2023
Inauguration of UPU, Regional Office Khonchok Khopok

MANDLA : 01 August 2023 BALAGHAT : 01 August 2023
Pasapalum Scrobiculatum & Panicum Sumatrance Traditional Karma Dance of Baiga Tribal Group

BURJA S.O. : 09 August 2023
Savara Tribe

RAIPUR GPO : 09 August 2023
Tribal Heroes of Chattisgarh

P ——"
P—

RAIPUR : 12 August 2023 KOLKATA : 17 August 2023
World Elephant Day

Launch of Project-17A Stealth Frigate
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LAKHIMPUR GERI : 20 August 2023 GOPESHWAR : 22 August 2023
Tharu Tribe and Their Products Bhoj Patra Calligraphy

T 7/ Pauna Dance W / Moon] Grass
GOPESHWAR : 22 August 2023 RUDRAPUR : 24 August 2023
Pauna Dance Moonj Gras

MANDYAL : 31 Au023 SECUNDERABAD : 17 September 2023
Sri Kudumula Pedda Bayanna Shoebullah Khan

SECUNDERABAD : 17 September 2023 SURAT : 27 September 2023
Ramiji Gond Promotion of Organ Donation

CHENNAI : 29 September 2023 CHENNAI 02 October 2023
Tamil Nadu Police Museum, Since 2021 Swachh Bharat
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NEW DELHI : 05 October 2023
100 Years of Boron in Agriculture

PATNA : 05 October 2023

50 Years of Sanjay Gandhi Biological Park, Patna

"'BHAGALPUR : 05 October 2023
Great Adjutant

KORLAI : 11 October 2023
Nauling

— ey

ﬂﬁ-i

NEW DELHI : 11 October 2023
ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup

DIBRUGARH : 06 October 2023

Dibrugarh Hanumanbax Surajmall Kanoi College

MEDALS £ 2
~—. B oy
Sy . G8

NEW DELHI : 11 October 2023
19" Asian Games 2022 Hangzhou, China

CUDDALORE : 11 October 2023
PE@CE-2K23 - Post Office in 2047

CUDDALORE 11 October 2023
PE@CE-2K23 - Drone Carried Cover

JHARGRAM : 11 October 2023
Pandit Raghunath Murmu
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SILGURI : 11 October 2023
Centenary of Jalapahar Post Office

AHMEDABAD : 12 October 2023
Millets

AHMEDABAD : 13 October 2023

AHMEDABAD : 13 October 2023

Peanuts
——— i
. ‘
B0 rmein-

MUMBAI : 17 October 2023
150 Years of Mumbai Port Authority

BHAVPEX « 2023

BHAVNAGAR : 26 October 2023

BHAVPEX-2023 - Ship Recycling Yard, Aland

KOLKATA GPO : 19 October 2023

MANGALAGIRI : 14 October 2023
World Migratory Bird Day

Divinity in Clay

-

2 gt (WAR a1 (0 ' \-
iailsindins Al
: ys
m‘m BHAVPEX - 2023

BHAVNAGAR : 26 October 2023
Velavadar National Park

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan
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Forthcoming Events

THAILAND 2023

The FIP sponsored international exhibition will be held at Grand Postal
Building (GPO) Thailand from 27" November to 2" December 2023. About
2500 frames of exhibits with FIP Grand Prix Club & Court of Honour displays
and International dealers booths.

Mr. Pragya Kothari Jain has been appointed as the National Commissioner
of India. He may be contacted at 33-34, Prakash Kunj Apartment, Kaviraman
Path, East Boring Road, Patna-800001.

Mob: 9709638790. Email: philapragya@gmail.com
EFIRO 2024

A specialized World Stamp Exhibition EFIRO 2024 will be held at the National

I "'_E‘[Q]! Library of Romania, Bucharest, Romania from 16 to 19 April 2024. Usual classes
-]

are available for participation, plus a new Experimental Class for 2 or 3 Frame
Exhibits. Smt. Savita Jhingan is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp
2 0 24 N0.9811160884) and Shri. Kapil Gogri is the Apprentice National Commissioner

(WhatsApp N0.9821111140)
More details are available at https://www.efiro.ro/rules.php

PHILAKOREA-2024

A FIP recognised Specialised World Stamp Champion Exhibition
PHILAKOREA-2024 will be held at Seoul, South Korea from 15 to 19 August 2024.

More details awaited.

WORLD STAMP
EXHIBITION

MELBOURNE 2025

The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne,
Australia will be held in 2025.

MB% 20225 More details awaited.

INTERNATIONAL
STAMP & COIN EXPO

KARNAPEX 2024

A state level philatelic exhibition was organised by the Department of Posts,
Karnataka Circle, at Sree Kanteerava Stadium, Sampangi Rama Nagara, Bengaluru
from 5" to 8" January 2024. During this exhibition special covers will be brought out
on all days. There will be a variety of activities like Letter Writing, Treasure Hunt, Quiz
etc. Residents of Karnataka state are eligible to participate in the exhibition. There will
be a total of 600 frames available to accommodate 16 pages of A4 size exhibits in each
frame. More details can be avaialble from https://www.karnapex2024.in

oy /9 ‘
; s
R R

e A ;\?.

KARNAPEX 261
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PROPOSED DISTRICT LEVEL EXHIBITIONS IN INDIA
1. KRISHNAPEX 2023

A district level philatelic exhibition of Udupi Division of India Post was organised
on 18 and 19 November 2023 at Nutana Ravindra Mandapa, MGM College
Campus, Kunjibettu, Udupi. Last date of receipt of entry forms is 10.10.2023. For
more details: Organising Secretary, O/o SPOS, Udupi Division, Udupi-576101.

Phone: 9481214104, 8884367454.
Email: krishnapex2023@gmail.com

15t District Level Philatelic Exhibition will be held from 3" to 5" November 2023
at Nurture International School, Ramghat Road, Aligarh (UP). About 50 frames will
be displayed. The exhibition is organised by the Sr. Superintendent of Post Offices,
Aligarh Division in co-operation with Philatelic Society of Uttar Pradesh. For details
Phone: 0571-2403701

3. ALMORAH 2023 on 3 and 4 November 2023 (Details awaited)

4. NEW DELHI planned for 23 & 24 November 2023 (Details awaited)

Philatelic Links Disclaimer

This e-bulletin is meant for -circulation among
philatelists, free of cost. The contents of this bulletin are

www.sipa.net.in based on the information obtained from reliable sources.

www.phl!a—ar_t.cor_n Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of
www.indianairmails.com the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability
www.bharatexotics.com or completeness of the information.

www.worldwide-mint.com
http://timbrophily.com
www.philamart.com

Acknowledgement:

www.collectorbazar.com Rainbow Stamp News: Vol. XVI. No.190 (OCt 2023)
www.stampsofindia.com Deccan Philatelist: \(ol.2_3 Issue 1/2023
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com }SI?/ I;%gg;abad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June &
WWW.tra_vanc_oregaIIery.blogspot.com Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023)
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com Vadophil: No.172 - 174 (Oct 2022 - Apl 2023)
www.indianphilately.net Filacap — online. No.247 (September 2023)
www.exponet.info The Fila Capsule No.2 (July-September 2023)
www.indiapost.gov.in

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com Awards won
www.indiastudycircle.org

www.indianphilatelics.com INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze
www.mintageworld.com KERAPEX 2019: Silver
https://dharaastamps.co.in PWO EXPO 2022: Silver _
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting)
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ AMRITPEX 2023: Silver

www.philcent.com
www.bidcurios.com

Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta,
Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036
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