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Dear Friends, 
 
      I am very sorry to release this issue very late.  The main reason is that in this issue we include 
more articles, and so I have to read and edit every article which takes more time.  Another reason is I 
was out of station and was busy with some jury work, presentations etc. at the exhibition conducted by 
Kottayam Philatelic and Numismatic Association.  In the meantime, many readers were calling me 
asking if the bulletin was published.  This makes me very happy.  I  know how much my readers look 
forward to each issue. 
 
      There are six articles included in this issue.  Since this month is Christmas, the first part of an article 
on Christmas Stamps and Paintings  by Mr. Abhijit De is included.  Its second part will be published in 
the next issue.  I hope you will like all these articles.  
 
      Nothing more at this time.  I wish all our readers a Merry Christmas and Happy New  Year. 
 
      Enjoy! 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile No: 9387801948 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Editor, 
 
      Thank you very much for publishing such an interesting issue of Anantapuri Stamp Bulletin. The 
Cover feature on 50 years of Indian Miniature Sheets was not only timely but very well written by Prof. 
Dr. Saathappan. Considering the number of MS's issued, with some sets having more than 1 MS, I 
think he has handled the subject very well and done full justice to it. I really appreciated this article, 
including the many technical insights on perforations, colour variations etc the Professor has shared. 
 

      The article by Mr. Swaminathan is insightful and very interesting, and the continuing  reports on 
events like the various regional Postal Week celebrations worth the update it gives. Thank you for 
continuing to write such useful Book reviews on Philatelic Books. 
 
      Regards,  

Abhijit De 
Chennai  

 
Hi Sir, 
 
      Greetings of the day.  Hope you are doing well.  I am a reader of your ‘Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin’.  
It is a very nice journal to know our culture and heritage through stamps.  Thanks for such an 
informative journal. 
 
      Yours faithfully, 
 

Abhishek Kumar 
Asansol, WB 

 

Readers’ Column 

 
 

Editorial 
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75th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations between  

India and Mauritius 
 

Raman Research Institute 
 

 
Denomination: Rs.25-00 

Miniature Sheet: Rs.25-00 
Issued on 02.11.2023 

 

 
Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 07.11.2023 

 
 

525th Birth Anniversary of Saint Meera Bai (FDC)  

 

 
 

Denominations: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 23.11.2023 

 
75 Glorious Years of National Defence Academy (FDC) 

 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 31.11.2023 

 
 

 

New Indian Issues 
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National Legal Service Day National Education Day 

 

Kohli’s 50th ODI Century 

   
Bengaluru 
09.11.2023 

Bengaluru 
11.11.2023 

Mumbai 
15.11.2023 

 
Children’s Day (Six different Cancellations from six Philatelic Bureaus) 

 

   
Mumbai 

14.11.2023 
Nashik 

14.11.2023 
Pune 

14.11.2023 

   
Nagpur 

14.11.2023 
Aurangabad 
14.11.2023 

Panaji 
14.11.2023 

 

RAYAPEX-2023 

 

 

Constitution Day 

 

             
                 Rayagada 
                 18.11.2023 

        Rayagada 
       19.11.2023 

Bengaluru 
26.11.2023 

 

New Special Cancellations 
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WINNERS AT THAILAND 2023 
 
      Our following members have won medals in recently concluded FIP recognised International 
Philatelic Exhibition at Thailand 2023. 
 

Joseph Stephen Piyush  Khaitan 

 

M Lokeswara Rao 

   
 

Title of Exhibit:  A Study of Cochin 
Anchal Postmarks and Cancellations 

 

Medal: Large Vermeil 

 

Title of Exhibit: Underpaid Indian 
Airmails 

 

Medal: Vermeil 

 

Title of Exhibits: (Literature Class) 
1. Buddhism on Stamps 

 

Medal: Large Silver 
 

2. Himalayan Birds on Stamps 
 

Medal: Silver 

 
      Shri. Lokeswara Rao also won the Vermeil medal for his exhibit ‘Himalayan Birds on Stamps’ under 
literature class at Chicagopex 2023 held from 17 November to 19 November at the Westin Chicago 
Northwest, Itasca, Chicago. 
 
      Hearty Congratulations dear members. 
 
 
MY STAMP OF INDONESIA 
 
      Our member Shri. Joseph D’coutho recently visited Indonesia and applied for My Stamp there.  
Two types of My Stamps were taken - one in vertical stamp and another one in horizontal stamp.  He 
affixed both the stamps in an envelope and sent it to his house by Registered Post.  He loves it very 
much because the photos are included in the main stamps (not in a tab, like India Post do) and seems 
like a commemorative stamp. 
 

 

Association News 
 



                                                              Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.94/December 2023 8 

 
 
 

 
INDIA AT THAILAND 2023 

 

      The FIP sponsored international exhibition was held at Grand Postal Building 
(GPO) Thailand from 27th November to 2nd December 2023.  About 2500 frames of 
exhibits with FIP Grand Prix Club & Court of Honour displayed.  

      Mr. Pragya Kothari Jain was the National Commissioner of India.   
 

 

 
 

India at Thailand 2023 
 

Following is the list of Indian participants with the title of their exhibits and awards. 
 

 
 
     Congratulations all participants and winners. 

News in Brief 
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GOA PB CELEBRATED 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF DAKSHIN GANGOTRI 
 
      The 40th anniversary of India’s first research station, Dakshin Gangotri, set up in Antarctica was 
celebrated by the Panaji Philatelic Bureau, Goa through a mini philatelic exhibition on 1st December 
2023 which is observed as Antarctica Day.  The exhibit showcased stamps and philatelic items about 
Antarctica and its expedition covers collected by Shri. M R Ramesh Kumar, a prominent philatelist. 
 

 
 
 
KERALA PRAVASI PHILATELIC & NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, UAE 
 
      A new philatelic and numismatic association, KERALA PRAVASI PHILATELIC & NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION (KPPNA) was formed at United Arab Emirates by the collectors from Kerala on 1st 
November 2023.  The following members were elected as the governing body of the Association. 
 
President : Ummer Farook 
 
Vice Presidents: 1. Mayan Kozhikode.    
                             2. Johnson Mathew 
 
Secretary: KPA Rafeeq 
 
Jt. Secretaries: 1. Jaul Pellissery 
                           2. Babeesh Vengara 
 
Treasurer: Muhammad Rafi 
 
      Total 20 governing members including above  6 were 
elected on 15 October 2023 from a zoom meeting. The 
association was inaugurated on 1.11.2023, the Kerala 
State formation day. 
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By M R Ramesh Kumar, Goa 
Email:rameshkumar.mr@gmail.com 

 
Introduction 
 
      Birds are a group of warm blooded vertebrates  constituting the class Aves , characterised by 
feathers, toothless beaked jaws, the laying of hard shelled eggs, a high metabolic rate, a four-
chambered heart, and a strong yet lightweight skeleton. Birds live worldwide and range in size from 
the 5.5 cm (2.2 in) bee hummingbird  to the 2.8 m (9 ft 2 in) common ostrich. There are about ten 
thousand living species, more than half of which are passerine, or "perching" birds. Birds have wings  
whose development varies according to species; the only known groups without wings are the extinct 
moa  and elephant birds. Wings, which are modified forelimbs, gave birds the ability to fly, although 
further evolution has led to the loss of flight in some birds, including ratites, penguins, and diverse 
endemic  island species. The digestive and respiratory systems of birds are also uniquely adapted for 
flight. Some bird species of aquatic environments, particularly seabirds and some waterbirds, have 
further evolved for swimming. The study of birds is called ornithology. 
 
      There have been 1377 species recorded as of 2023, of which 81 are endemic to the country. 212 
species are globally threatened. The Indian peafowl is the national bird of India.This list does not cover 
species in Indian jurisdiction areas such as Dakshin Gangotri  and oceanic species are delineated by 
an arbitrary cutoff distance. 
 
      The States of Maharashtra and Goa contribute largely to this avian diversity.  The flame-throated 
bulbul is a member of the bulbul family of passerine birds and the state bird of Goa. The yellow-footed 
green pigeon, also known as yellow-legged green pigeon, is a common species of green pigeon  found 
in the Indian Subcontinent and parts of Southeast Asia. It is the state bird  of Maharashtra  In Marathi,  
it is called Haroli or Hariyal.  
 
      Birds in the above states live in wide variety of habitats such as Western Ghats, Wildlife 
Sanctuaries, Mangroves, Wetlands and Agricultural plots ..etc.  A good variety of the birds in a region 
reflects the thriving ecology or ecosystem of that area. With increasing anthropogenic activities, Climate 
Change, etc the bird population has substantially reduced and they have become endangered species.  
 
      In order to awareness of these endangered species, and protect them, and preserve their 
ecosystem, the Department of Posts, Maharasthra Circle along with the Bombay Natural History 
Society, Mumbai, Maharashtra have a released a set of Picture Postcards on the occasion of World 
Postal Day, 2023. The following 12 photographers - 1. Dr Raju Kosambe Shri 2. Manoj Bhind, 3. Shri 
Devvratsinh Mori 4. Shri Ganesh Margaj 5.Smt Manjusha Savant 6. Shri Raghav Gupta 7. Shri Ajay 
Nadkarni 8. Shri Deepak Joshi 9. Shri Uday Agashe 10. Dr Gajanan Wagh 11. Shri Diwakar Thombre 
and 12. Shri Nandakishor Dudhe - contributed to the various 
photos which are used in the different Picture Postcards.  
 
Forest Owlet  
 
      The forest owlet is endemic  to the forests of central 
India. It is listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List since 
2018, as the population is estimated at less than 1,000 
mature individuals. It is threatened foremost by 
deforestation.   
 
 

Avian Diversity in Maharashtra & Goa - Endangered Species 

 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.94/December 2023 11 

 
 
      A Special cancellation of the Endangered Avian Species, which was released on World Postal Day 
(9-10-2023) with a Mumbai Place cancellation. 
 
Great Indian Bustard  
 
      The great Indian bustard  or Indian bustard, is a bustard occurring on 
the Indian Subcontinent. A large bird with a horizontal body and long bare 
legs, giving it an ostrich like appearance, this bird is among the heaviest 
of the flying birds. Once common on the dry plains of India, as few as 150 
individuals were estimated to survive in 2018 (reduced from an estimated 
250 individuals in 2011) and the species is critically endangered by 
hunting and loss of its habitat, which consists of large expanses of dry 
grassland and scrub. These birds are often found associated in the same 
habitat as blackbuck. It is protected under the Wild life Protection Act 
1972  of the Parliament of India.  
 
Great Thick Knee 
 

 
 
 
      The great thick-knee is a large wader at 49–55 cm, and has a massive 
7 cm bill with the lower mandible with a sharp angle giving it an upturned 
appearance. It has unstreaked grey-brown upperparts and breast, with 
rest of the underparts whitish. The face has a striking black and white 
pattern, and the bill is black with a yellow base. The eyes are bright yellow 
and the legs a duller greenish-yellow. In flight, the great thick-knee shows 
black and white flight feathers on the upperwing, and a mainly white 
underwing. It feeds on crabs, large insects, and other small animals. It is 
usually found in the stony river banks or water bodies.  
 
 
 

 
Grey Headed Bulbul 
 
      The grey-headed bulbul  is a member of the bulbul  family, Pycnonotidae. It is endemic to the 
Western Ghats  in south-western India, and found from Goa south to Tamil Nadu  at altitudes up to 
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1200 m. It is found in dense reeds or thickets mainly near rivers and swampy areas inside forests. They 
have a distinctive call that reveals their presence inside dense vegetation where they are hard to spot. 
 

 
 
 
Indian Skimmer  
 
      The Indian skimmer or Indian scissors-bill is one of the three 
species that belong to the skimmer  genus Rynchops in the family 
Laridae. They are somewhat tern-like but like other skimmers, 
have a short upper mandible and the longer lower mandible that 
is ploughed along the surface of water as the bird flies over the 
water to pick aquatic prey. It is found in southern Asia, where it 
is patchily distributed and declining in numbers. They are mainly 
found in rivers or estuaries. They are very brightly marked in 
black, white and orange, making them difficult to miss. 
 
Lessser Flamingo  

 
 
      The lesser flamingo is the smallest species of flamingo, though it is a 
tall and large bird by most standards. The species can weigh from 1.2 to 
2.7 kg. The standing height is around 80 to 90 cm. The total length (from 
beak  to tail) and wingspan are in the same range of measurements, from 
90 to 105 cm. Most of the plumage is pinkish white. The clearest difference 
between this species and the greater flamingo  the only other Old World 
species of flamingo, is the much more extensive black on the bill. Size is 
less helpful to distinguish the two species, unless they occur together, since 
the sexes of each species also differ in height. 
 
 
 

 
Lesser Florican  
 
      The lesser florican, also known as the likh or kharmore, is the smallest 
in the bustard  family and the only member of the genus Sypheotides. It is 
endemic to the Indian Subcontinent where it is found in tall grasslands and 
is best known for the leaping breeding displays made by the males during 
the monsoon season. The male has a contrasting black and white breeding 
plumage and distinctive elongated head feathers that extend behind the 
neck. These bustards are found mainly in northwestern and central India 
during the summer but are found more widely distributed across India in 
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winter. The species is highly endangered and has been extirpated in some parts of its range such as 
Pakistan. It is threatened both by hunting and habitat degradation.  
 
Malabar Pied Hornbill  
 
      The Malabar pied hornbill is a large hornbill, at 65 cm  in length. It has mainly black plumage, apart 
from its white belly, throat patch, tail sides and trailing edge to the wings. The bill is yellow with a large, 
mainly black casque. Females have white orbital skin, which the males lack. Juveniles have no casque. 
It might be confused with the oriental pied hornbill . They weigh around 1kg. 
 

                     
 
 
Oriental Darter  
 
      The Oriental darter  is a water bird of tropical South Asia  and Southeast Asia. It has a long and 
slender neck with a straight, pointed bill and, like the cormorant, it hunts for fish while its body is 
submerged in water. It spears a fish underwater, bringing it above the surface, tossing and juggling it 
before swallowing the fish head first. The body remains submerged as it swims, and the slender neck 
alone is visible above the water, which accounts for the colloquial name of snakebird. Like the 
cormorants, it has wettable feathers and it is often found perched on a rock or branch with its wings 
held open to dry. 
 
Painted Stork  
 
      The painted stork is a large wader in the stork family. It is found in the wetlands  of the plains of 
tropical Asia south of the Himalayas in the Indian Subcontient and extending into Southeast Asia  Their 
distinctive pink tertial feathers of the adults give them 
their name. They forage in flocks in shallow waters 
along rivers or lakes. They immerse their half open 
beaks  in water and sweep them from side to side and 
snap up their prey of small fish that are sensed by 
touch. As they wade along they also stir the water with 
their feet to flush hiding fish. They nest colonially in 
trees, often along with other waterbirds. The only 
sounds they produce are weak moans or bill clattering 
at the nest. They are not migratory and only make short 
distance movements in some parts of their range in 
response to changes in weather or food availability or 
for breeding. Like other storks, they are often seen 
soaring on thermals. 
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Sarus Crane  
 
      The sarus crane is a large nonmigratory crane found in parts of the Indian Subcontinent , Southeast 
Asia, and Australia. The tallest of the flying birds, standing at a height of up to 1.8 m, they are a 
conspicuous species of open wetlands  in South Asia, seasonally flooded Dipterocarus forests in 
Southeast Asia, and Eucalyptus-dominated woodlands and grasslands in Australia. 
 

 
 
White Rumped Vulture  
 
      The white-rumped vulture is an Old World Vulture native to South and Southeast Asia. It has been 
listed as Critcally endangered on the IUCN Red List since 2000, as the population severely declined. 
White-rumped vultures die of kideny failure  caused by diclofenac  poisoning. In the 1980s, the global 
population was estimated at several million individuals, and it was thought to be "the most abundant 
large bird of prey  in the world". As of 2021, the global population was estimated at less than 6,000 
mature individuals. 
 

 
 
 

References  
 

Most of the description on the various birds which I have mentioned in the present article, have been 
extracted from the Wikipedia, which I duly acknowledge. 
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
https://www.facebook.com/philately.information 

 

 

 

 

Netherlands - Year 1927 - 7½ c Dark Violet Stamp 
 

 
 

      In 1927 Netherlands Post issued 7½c violet denomination stamp, featuring syncopated perforation 
Type D. This is one of the rarest of all Netherlands issues. It is also one of the most challenging stamps 
in all of Netherlands. A wonderfully well centered, very fine, the rarest of the syncopated perf varieties 
of 1927 7½c violet denomination stamp was sold at H.R. Harmer auction in May, 2014. Signed 
Koopman, this extremely rare and very desirable stamp managed to fetch US$ 3,000. 
 
      Reference : https://mynation.net/stamps/1325/ 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Stamp of the month 
 

https://www.facebook.com/philately.information
https://philatelyinformation.blogspot.com/2023/07/netherlands-year-1927-7-12c-dark-violet.html
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By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION  
 
      Browsing through my stamp collection, slowly built up from 1958, till it now had a varied and 
interesting collection of stamps from various countries and on different topics, has inspired me to think 
of the many interlinks in between different topics, subjects and countries and how varied, vast and 
more interesting philately has become. This time I was surprised to see the large number of colourful 
and beautiful works of art on stamps brought out by different countries, representing the paintings of 
those who can be categorised as Classic, Master painters and artists. Above all, it was a pleasant 
surprise to find that Christmas themes related paintings by such Master artists are featured on many 
Christmas stamps. This combination has inspired me to create this article. 
 
      Such inspiration created by stamps and other Philatelic material, has helped me create some 
original articles earlier too, that have been published, including the article titled “Challenge of Balancing 
Illustrations with Country Names on Postage Stamps”, which appeared in the March 2022 issue of this 
magazine, and “Why Stamp on Stamps can be a Philatelists’ Delight?”, which appeared in the July 
2023 issue.      
 
      There are many subjects  that are depicted under the theme of Christmas on stamps now a days, 
which including Father Christmas / Santa Claus, his reindeer and sledge, winter snow, Christmas trees 
and snow men,  carol singing and Christmas cards and gifts, candles, mistletoe, bells, thistle and Holly 
leaves  on the  one hand, and the nativity scenes showing the newly born Jesus in the manger with his 
parents, farm  animals and all those who had come to bless him, or the depiction of the Madonna  and 
Child - Mother Mary and the child Jesus Christ - on the other hand.  
 
      Although hundreds of different stamps have been issued on the Christmas Themes mentioned here 
above, by most nations who celebrate Christmas Festival, the topics chosen from the Old Masters who 
painted during the classic age of art in Europe, are closely related to the topics of The Nativity, or the 
Madonna and Child (Mother Mary and Jesus), with or without saints and angels.  These form a small 
part of the large number of Christmas stamps issued, and therefore these great masterpieces can be 
discussed, and the related postage stamps shared, within a smaller article. Other forms of art  like 
illuminated manuscripts found in old Bibles and Christian religious books, and  paintings on stained 
glass windows found in churches, chapels and monasteries, are also depicted on stamps, but mostly 
avoided  in this article, although some of them  feature  one or the other of these 2 topics, so as to limit 
the scope of this article, and because this article tries to examine the way the works of the Great 
Masters have depicted these 2 topics in their  famous paintings, during a period which is considered 
to be the greatest period of classical art. 
 
      A second development is the great strides in printing technology and designing which enables 
these paintings of Old Masters to be reproduced in full colour, so the new stamps issued by various 
countries look very attractive (although the beautifully engraved and etched stamps of earlier decades 
have excellent standards too and a beauty of their own, and cannot be compared directly with the more 
modern stamps for this reason. Therefore, each probably have to be judged based on different 
standards. Some well reproduced engraved, or 2 colour stamps on these types of Classical 
paintings have therefore also been shared, for the respective artists). Therefore, this article deals 
with Christmas stamps that have paintings by old Masters on them, alongside some other 
famous paintings by such old masters that have also been reproduced on stamps.    
 

Christmas Stamps & Paintings by Old Masters 
 



                                                              Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.94/December 2023 18 

      The term “Old Masters” were applied to those artists who came into the scene as a result of the 
Renaissance that took place in the quality of life and living standards, after the “dark ages” in Europe 
was considered as over and before the present period of modern art, in Europe. These artists were 
considered Masters in the various artistic skills practiced by them and taught by them to their pupils, 
by the various Guilds and “Schools” that existed during that period. 
  
      The Oxford English Dictionary defines the term Old Master as “a pre-eminent artist of the period 
before the modern, esp. A pre-eminent western European painter of the 13th to 18th centuries.”  
 
      Therefore, stamps that have used the art of such Old Masters are shared here as part of the 
Christmas theme, along with more information about each of these artists. 
 
FIRST CHRISTMAS STAMPS  
 
      Considering the number of stamps, we find now a days dedicated to the theme of Christmas, it 
would appear that countries like USA, U.K., the European countries and others would have been 
issuing Christmas stamps for a century or so, but the fact is that most countries were very hesitant to 
issue Christmas theme stamps initially. Here is a summary of some of the issue countries faced when 
they planned to issue stamps specifically related to Christmas. Incidentally, Christmas postage stamps 
are different from Christmas seals (which are issued towards getting funds for Charitable works, and 
are privately issued stamps.), although some of the Christmas stamps can be categorised as semi-
postal issues, as they carry a surcharge for charitable purposes. 
 

 
 

1. The First XMAS stamp - 1898:  The Canada issued a map stamp shown above is considered to be 
the first Christmas stamp, but was originally planned for the inauguration of the Imperial Penny Postage 
rate, a discussion on which was under way in London during that year to make this rate applicable to 
the British Empire, which is shown in red on the original stamp.  

 
      The origin of this stamp is reported to be due to Mr. William 
Mulock’s on the spot judgement of the then Queen of Britian. Queen 
Victoria’s mood, when he put up the proposal to her for permission 
to issue this stamp. He was the Postmaster General of Canada. He 
had originally meant to issue this stamp on 9th November, the 
birthday of the then Prince of Wales (who later became King 
Edward VII of Britain) but when he found that The Queen is likely to 
get annoyed as they had not consulted her about this proposal  in 
advance, which they should have  done  as it involves her son, he 
said that the stamp was dedicated to the “Prince of Peace”, which 
was approved as being dedicated to the Prince of Peace- Jesus 
Christ. Hence the word XMAS was printed on this stamp. In the new 
era however, the first Canadian stamps were issued from 1964.  
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      One of the 2 stamps, issued with the same design but 2 different values in 1964 by Canada, is 
shared here.  About 180 different Christmas stamps have been issued by Canada till recently. Most of 
these stamps indicate they are Christmas stamps, but without mentioning the year.  
 
      After Canada’s “accidental” Christmas stamp, the next Christmas related stamp was a pre-printed 
stamp on an Egyptian stamp with the Christmas message, issued to British Forces stationed in Egypt 
in 1935, which were initially categorised as a Christmas seal and not a stamp by Stanley Gibbons, till 
officially included as a Christmas stamp from the 1960s. 
 
      Some South American and European countries started to issue single issues, at random, in 
between 1943 and 1957, and therefore they did not start a chain of annual issues. Neither USA, nor 
Britian issued any stamps on this subject during this period. 
 

2. First US Christmas Stamp: According to Linn’s Stamp news, “after many years of petitions to the 
Post Office Department, the first US stamp was issued on November 1, 1962”. The 4-cent stamp 
depicted a wreath and candles, as shown in the picture here, but “despite the fact that the design was 
innocuous with no overtly religious symbolism, it ignited a firestorm of protests that included court filings 
to prevent the issuance of the stamp. These appeals however failed and the stamp issued with any 
further delay. On the other hand, “The issuance also proved that there was a pent-up demand for such 
stamps. More than a billion of the 1962 Christmas stamps were sold”. As a result, U.S. Post have been  
issuing US Christmas stamps regularly from then onwards.  Till recently, 209 different Christmas 
related stamps have been issued. 
 

                                                           

 

      One of the greatest confusions in US Philatelic history was when the US Christmas stamp on the 
theme  Madonna and Child, issued in 1975 based on a painting by Italian painter, Dominico di 
Tomasso  Ghirlandaio (June 1448-January 1494, who was considered a leading artist from the classic 
Italian  Florentine Renaissance school, alongside  other classic artists like Sandro Botticelli), was 
issued without currency value, as there was a plan to transit from the 10 cent first class rate  to a higher 
rate. It became the first non-denominated US stamp. In the same year, a more general themed US 
stamp was also issued for Christmas, entitled “Early greetings card by Louis Prang”, which is also 
shared here. This stamp was issued without value as well as seen on the stamp, for the same reason 
as the Madonna and Child painting stamp.  
 
      Similarly, an US Christmas 5 stamp set showing Santa Claus, issued in 1991, didn’t show any 
value, as the Postal Services had asked for increase of First-Class Postal rate to 30 cents from existing 
29c, and was expecting an approval. But ultimately the appeal was disallowed and the existing 29c 
rate continued, but by then this Christmas stamp set was already issued in October. (all the last 5 
mentioned stamps, for which currency value are not shown, are shared here under) This problem about 
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decisions made to increase rates from time to time, and there by issue new stamps after each revision, 
has since been sorted out and regularised by US Post by issuing “Forever” stamps, from April 2007.   
 

   

  
3. First British Christmas stamps:  Britain’s first Christmas stamps were issued in 1966. It was 
however a long road that had to be travelled, and many petitions were filed with British Royal Mail, 
based on the fact that countries like USA, Australia and Canada were already issuing Christmas 
stamps, before the then British Postmaster General, Mr. Tony Benn, initiated action sometime in 1965. 
However, to prevent controversy of any sort about the design and contents, a children’s competition 
was held by Children’s TV programme, Blue Peter, and a panel of 8 professional stamp designers 
chose 2 designs which were converted into stamps, from about 5000 entries received. These pictures 
could however be issued as stamps only after the final approval was given by the British Sovereign, 
Queen Elizabeth II, which included approval for the size and colour of her profile.  (This change in the 
standard, officially approved policy, was as a result of the suggestions for redesigns given by Mr. David 
Gentleman, the objective of which reform was that the picture on the stamp should became more 
prominent and the Sovereign’s image should therefore occupy less than the 33% space that was being 
occupied historically, which reforms had already started to be implemented by the time this Christmas 
set was issued. However, for each stamp to be issued, Her Majesty’s approval had to be taken).  
 

 
 

Caption: The 2 stamps shown here are based on art by 2 six-year-old, Tasveer Shemza and James 
Berry. The Snowman is by the latter artist. Since then, art competitions for Children on this theme were 
again held in years like 1981, 2013, and 2017 and a few more, and Children designed stamps included 
in the set of the regular Christmas theme selected for the specific year, for each year in which the 
competition was held.  
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      By the time Royal Mail celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the first Christmas stamp set of Britain, 
about 229 different Christmas stamps were issued and more than 17 billion stamps printed totally. 
Unlike many stamps which indicate that they are Christmas stamps, with some of the countries also 
including the year of celebration, British and some other countries, including some South America 
countries, indicate that they are Christmas stamps only on the Miniature Sheet. Otherwise one has to 
guess it is a Christmas Stamp by seeing the subject of the issued stamps.   
 
      As examples of this, here under are British Christmas stamp M.S. examples for 2011 and 2012, 
showing such MS’s. The 2011 Christmas Stamp has extracts from the Gospels of The New Testament 
of the Bible, as this set celebrated 400 years of the issue of the King James version of the Bible. 
Therefore, without an MS such Christmas stamps can be more fully identified only by referring to 
a Stamp catalogue (or a trustworthy Googled link). 
 

      
 

4. First Australian and New Zealand Christmas Stamps: Although Christmas is in  the middle of 
Summer in the Southern Hemisphere, Australia and New Zealand still issue Christmas Stamps, to 
celebrate this Holiday. However as the Christmas 1977 stamp shown here under  shows, Santa Claus 
is seen surfing in an ice free sea, unlike the Northern Atmosphere, where the Christmas stamps issued 
would show him surrounded by snow, when not flying in the sky on his reindeer drawn sleigh!! 
 

                      
 

      The first Australian Christmas set was issued in 1957, and is shared here above. More than 58 
different Christmas stamps have been issued till recently by Australia and is continuing. A Stamp on 
stamp celebrating 50 years of Australian Christmas stamps is also shared here, although it does not 
show their very first Christmas stamp. 
                      
      The proposal for Christmas stamps for New Zealand was suggested by the Festivals Committee of 
the National Council of Churches in New Zealand. There was however a lot of hesitancy in converting 
this suggestion into action, as it was thought that many citizens may object to the defacement of a 
stamp that carries a picture with a spiritual significance. Finally, in 1959 the approval was given. The 
first stamp issued was one of the rare paintings by the master DUTCH ARTIST, Rembrandt, on the 
nativity theme called “The Adoration of the Shepherds” (although there are many other paintings by 
him on other themes from the Bible, there is hardly any on The Nativity or the Madonna themes), that 
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was issued in 1960. More information on this stamp is given in the next section. This Christmas stamp 
issue was followed by a stamp with a painting on the nativity theme by Durer, issued in the very next 
year -1961, which is also shared in the relevant section here under. 
  
      Although N. Z’s first stamp was comparatively dull, about 20,000,000 copies of this stamp was 
issued. A single Christmas stamp only was issued each year since then, till in the 1970s stamp sets 
started to be issued for Christmas.  
 

5. First Indian Christmas Stamp: The se-tenent stamp depicted on this FDC dated 8th December 
2008, was the first stamp specifically issued with a Christmas Theme, by our country. A Picture 
Postcard was also issued, which is shared here.   Another such specific Christmas set, of 2 stamps 
related to Father Christmas and Christmas Tree, has since been issued in 2016.  
 

      
 

      The first Indian “Greetings” stamps was issued on 17th December 1990 and is shown here. This 
set was followed by another general Greetings stamp set issued on 30th September 1991. As per the 
India Post information brochure, these Christmas themed stamps are a continuation of the Greeting 
stamps issued by them from time to time. 
 

 
 

SOME COUNTRIES, LIKE U.S.A. AND BRITAIN ALTERNATE IN BETWEEN RELIGIOUS AND 
GENERAL THEMES FOR THEIR CHRISTMAS STAMPS EVERY ALTERNATE YEAR.  
  
THAT IS THE REASON YOU MAY FIND RELIGIOUS THEMES LIKE THE MADONNA AND CHILD 
FOR CERTAIN YEARS, AS WELL AS SCENES LIKE FATHER CHRISTMAS AND HOLLY WREATH 
ON CHRISTMAS STAMPS THE NEXT YEAR, AND SO ON.  
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 CHRISTMAS STAMPS AND CLASSIC ART  

 
THIS SECTION STARTS OFF WITH THE CLASSIC MASTER ARTIST, RAPHAEL (also spelt Rafeallo, Rafeallo 
Santi etc.) BECAUSE HE HAS PERHAPS THE LARGEST AND MOST VARIED NUMBER OF MADONNA & CHILD 
STAMPS SO FAR, AND OVERALL THE VARIOUS PAINTINGS PRODUCED BY HIM ARE FEATURED IN THE 
LARGEST NUMBER OF STAMPS ON THE SUBJECT OF CLASSIC PAINTINGS THAT HAVE BEEN ISSUED. THE 
SECTIONS THEREAFTER, ON OTHER ARTISTS. ARE MAINLY IN ALPHABETIC ORDER, AND HAVE SHORTER 
TEXT.    
 

      During the “HIGH RENAISSANCE” many famous schools of Art existed side by side, which helped 
provide the grounds for the cultivation of the talents of these artists, and some of their famous 
students, which includes the Florence, Venice and Rome based schools of Italy, the Dutch school (at 
that time Belgium was part of Netherlands), German and Spanish school of Art. Not all art or artists 
created Christmas based paintings, and therefore some Classic Artists are missing here under. Some 
of the famous artists, whose art on stamps are featured here, include (in alphabetic order) Botticelli, 
Durer, El Greco, Giotto, Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Murillo, Raphael, Rembrandt, Rubens, and 
Titian. 
 
Raphael:  

      Out of the 3 geniuses of the “High Renaissance” period, namely Da Vinci, 
Michelangelo and Raphael, Raphael was the youngest, but is considered the best 
artist by many, because he not only mastered the techniques of the other 2, but 
also brought about many innovative techniques of his own. For example, his 
renderings of the Madonna and Child have dominated Christian visual imagination 
since his times, with at least 10 famous paintings on this topic painted by me. He 
was born in Urbino, Italy, on 6th April 1483, and created many world-famous art 
pieces till his death in 1520. 
 
      No wonder there exists many Christmas stamps, issued by different countries, including his native 
Italy, with one or the other of his Madonna paintings on it.  Britain’s second set of Christmas stamp, 
issued in 1967 was one of the very few sets of Christmas stamps issued by them which used paintings 
by famous classical artists, but after that they have been conservative about using such paintings 
because of various ownership issues. Therefore, most of their Christmas sets are based on paintings 
and designs by various British designers, unless they are from some of the religious books or art works 
found in Universities or Churches in England.   

             

 
      USA seems to have overcome this issue by using many different and famous classic paintings for 
their Christmas stamps, by mentioning the name of the artist and the Art Gallery or museum where 
these famous paintings are displayed, most of which happen to located within USA itself. Christmas 
stamps from various countries featuring Raphael’s famous paintings, including some Madonna and 
Child ones, are shared here under.  (These include some of his following Madonna paintings - La 
Madonna Solly - with the Thisle finch; Madonna of the Pomegranate; Madonna de Gran’duca; Blenheim 
Madonna; The Cowper Madonna; Madonna of Orleans; Madonna of Sant’ Antonio of Padua; Madonna 
di Terranova, Madonna in the Meadow, Madonna Tempi, Madonna with the Goldfinch, Madonna in the 
Garden, Madonna Esterhazy etc. etc.) 
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      Raphael had also painted many other artworks, which have appeared on stamps that were not 
connected to the Christmas theme. Some of these are shared here under: 
 

Captions: The below gallery gives some idea of the vast and different art works created by Raphael, 
which have appeared in different stamps. They also show how many different and prestigious national 
galleries display his paintings.  
 

    
 

1.The famous Madonna and Child painted by Raphael on the walls of the Sistine Chapel (Where as 
Michelangelo’s fresco paints are on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, that of Raphael are found on the 
wall) in Rome, shown on the German stamp to mark the 500th anniversary of this painting has also 
been used for the Italian Christmas 1963 stamp shown on the top row, and the Barbuda 1969 Christmas 
stamp. They all show a part of the complete painting.  
 

   
2. The paintings shown on the Italian stamp and the Ras Al Khaima stamp, are from the painting called 
Madonna of the Goldfinch found at the Uffizi art gallery, Florence, Italy.   
 

 
 

3. The 3 stamps from the Vatican show 3 scenes from the famous alter piece painting found in the 
Vatican called “Transfiguration”. 
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4. This Italian stamp is a famous fresco by Raphael called Triumph of 
Galatea found in Rome, which is based on a mythological work by famous 
Greek author, Ovid, which shows Palemon (son of mythological Roman God 
of love, Pan) as a boy riding on a dolphin, leading the triumphal procession 
of the Nereid Galatea. 

 

 

5. The Madonna and Child painting shown on the US stamp is called the “Small 
Cowper Madonna”, and is found at the National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C. Britain 
has hardly used any well know paintings by famous Classical artists after end of 
1960’s, but in the case of their 2017 eight different stamp Christmas set (including 2 
by Children), this painting was used for the 1 Pound 40 pence stamp. The 2017 British 
Christmas set also includes Madonna paintings by other famous artists like Giovanni 
Battista, and Gerard David. 

 

 

6. The Italian Christmas stamp of 1963 shown on the top row, center, (one of 3 issued 
for Christmas that year, with all showing paintings by Raphael) is called Madonna of 
the Chair, which was painted by him about 1515-16, is located at the Pitti Art Gallery, 
Florence, Italy.  
 

 

 

 

7. The drawing of the Madonna shown on the left Austrian stamp is called the 
‘Madonna of the Pomegranate’. 
 

 

 

 

 

           

    
 

The above captions, related to paintings of Classical Master Artist Raphael on stamps, are to 
give some details about how the Paintings of Classic Masters are connected to the paintings 
used on Christmas stamps. 
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Caption: This stamp is considered to be part of a Christmas set issued by 
Paraguay in 1968, although no mention of Christmas is mentioned on it - Britain 
has however been another example of such stamps. Two other stamps from 
this set, by artists Correggio, and Bellini, are featured in this article.      
    
 
 

 
      Raphael ‘s paintings have been featured on painting stamps by Hungary, Italy, The Vatican, Soviet 
Union, Liberia, Lesotho, Chad, Mali, Niger, Yemen, Nicaragua, Panama, Grenada, British Virgin 
Islands, Cayman Islands, Cook Island, Nauru, Laos and Vietnam, among many other countries that 
have used his paintings for their stamps. Many of these countries have also featured classical paintings 
by other artists, too, some of which are shared in other sections here under in their respective sections. 
(except where mentioned as downloads, all the other stamps are from my collection.)     
 
Bellini:  
 
      Giovanni Bellini (1430- November 1516) was an artist from the Venetian school of Italian painters, 
and influenced this style of art greatly. His famous pupils, Giorgione and Titian reflect many of the 
aspects of deep, rich tints and detailed shadings used by him in his art. Here are 4 of his paintings on 
Christmas stamps. 
 

       

 

Botticelli: 

 

      Sandro Botticelli (born about 1445, died in May 17, 1510), was famous for 
his paintings during the Renaissance period of mythological and religious 
figures, including a dozen renderations of the Madonna. He spent most of his 
life in Florence, Italy, except for 2 short stints outside, which stints 
include painting for the walls of Sistine Chapel, Rome. Given here under is one 
of his Madonna paintings used on a US Christmas stamp.  
 
  
 

 

      One of his most famous paintings is called “Primavera”, from which the stamps 
here under show portions of the full painting. 
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A few other famous paintings or parts of them on stamps, by artist Botticelli are shared here: 
          

           

 

Caption: The French stamp on the right bottom, shows one of the most famous paintings of Sandro 
Botticelli, called ‘Birth of Venus’, which is exhibited at the Uffizi Art gallery, Florence, Italy.   
 
Bouts: 
 
      Dieric Bouts (1415-1475) was one of the early painters of the Netherlands 
school of art. He was influenced by van der Weyden and Jan van Eyck, and lived in 
Leuven, which is now in Belgium, but was then a part of Netherlands, from 1457. 
Nearly all of his works are influenced by religious themes. 
 

      Here under are shown some of the non-Christmas stamps that feature paintings by 
artist D.  Bouts of Belgium, including 2 stamps from his famous “Last Supper” painting 
(which refers to the Last Supper of Jesus Christ given in the Gospels in the Bible)  
   

                       

 

Caption: The 1st class priority stamp shown on the left, is a collection of art, out of which the left half 
shows the “Last Supper “with Lord Jesus Christ in the center and St. John on his right. The stamp in 
the center shows a portrait of St. John on a Europa stamp, which is an extract from this painting.   
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Carracci: 
 
      Annibale Carricci (1560-1609) was an Italian painter born and active in Bologna, and later in Rome. 
The Italian painters of the mature “Renaissance” period like Raphael, Michelangelo, Correggio and 
Titian all had considerable influence on his style, especially in his use of colours. When he died, he 
was buried near the tomb of Raphael in the Pantheon, Rome, Italy.   
 

                                                                                              
One of the paintings of Carracci, found 

at the National Gallery, Washington DC, 
USA, has been used for this US Stamp. 

One of his famous religion related paintings, 
seen on a stamp of Paraguay, is shared here. 

 

 

Copley: 
 

      John Singleton Copley (1738 - 1815) was an Anglo-American artist, who was born in Boston, USA 
and was active in both America and England. He was famous for his pioneering portrait paintings and 
landscapes of early colonial America during the Renaissance period in Europe, including painting a 
few nativity related subjects, before moving to England and settling there.  Two of his paintings are 
shared here, including a US Christmas stamp, based on his painting at Boston Museum, USA.    
 

    

 

Antonio Correggio: 
 
      Antonio Allegri de Correggio (1489-1534) was one of the most famous Italian painters of the 16 th 
Century, and many of his works reflect the vigorous intensity of the art of this period. His works 
influenced the artists of the 17th and 18th centuries. His paintings on Christmas stamps are shared 
here.  

               

Caption: The image in the extreme right is a painting by Correggio, called a portrait of a woman, is at 
the Hermitage Museum. Russia.  
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Da Vinci: 

      Leonardo Da Vinci (1452 - 1519) was not only one of 
the greatest artists of the Renaissance, but also in the 
opinion of many scholars, perhaps the most versatile 
genius who ever lived. His interests embraced virtually 
every field of study then known. Anatomy and geology 
were 2 of his passions, and his greatest dream was 
perhaps manpowered flight. However, his aiming for 
perfection meant that he finished comparatively less 

works compared to other famous artists of this Renaissance period. His famous paintings like The 
Mona Lisa, and Last Supper have no competition in their unique qualities. 
 

                                 
 

Here are stamps showing these famous paintings of Leonardo de Vinci: 
 

      Christmas stamps based on his paintings, issued by various countries, are 
issued based on either of these 2 paintings by Da Vinci - “The Virgin and Child with 
St. Anne, or “The Virgin of the Rocks”.  One of these 2 painting - Virgins and Child 
with St. Anne, to give its full name - is given here under:   
 

                       
 

      Since I don’t have any of the Christmas stamps issued on paintings by Da Vinci, I have downloaded 
a few of them and am sharing them with you. 
 
       Here under are a few other paintings by Da Vinci reproduced on Stamps, from my collection: 

 

           

To be continued…… 

Caption: The Japanese stamp shown here shows Da 
Vinci’s famous drawing of a perfect human figure called 
“Vitruvan Man “An image based on this painting, was 
sent into space by USA’s N.A.S.A, along with a Golden 
Record with sounds from Earth, on Voyager I, in 1977. 
Currently Voyager I have left the Solar system, and when 
found by Alien civilizations in deep space, this Da Vinci 
drawing will indicate to them what mankind looks like.    
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By Ganesh Prasad Chowdhary 
Retd. Postmaster  Email:chdhrygp@gmail.com 

 
      Birds are most commonly seen vertebrates constituting the class Aves and are most attractive 
when they fly over the sky and many of which have musical voice and colour collection. We are 
delightful happy and joyful when we see birds in our garden dancing and singing from one tree to 
another. I was much interested in bird watching the places of my interest I go and from the days of my 
childhood. 
   

             
 

      I made collection of stamps depicted on birds but prey of birds gave me greater pleasure and 
presently I have a choice to thematic Philately which is the art of collecting postage stamps, postal 
stationery, postmarks and other related philatelic material to illustrate a theme which will generally 
consist a wide range from Countries  specific depiction of stamps. The collection on birds should be 
organized in such a way that it tells an interesting and very attractive story about birds from its birth 
and  nest making to  flying sky above and their hunting whether on ground and over the sky or sea. 
When listened to and to whom it is exhibited one should feel it is a very inspiring and fascinating and 
awesome story about the birds and their activities.  
 
      We have many popular themes on birds which have featured and continue depicting many stamps 
that have become much interest among collectors. Thousands thematic and topical stamps have been 
issued throughout the world on different types of birds best specimen to reflect the nature`s biodiversity.  

 
      Kjell Scharning is a prominent collector of bird stamps of the world, according to 
him there are 28,411 postage stamps on birds as on 7 January 2011 further hundreds 
birds stamps are added every year which includes 3,637 species of extant, and 49 
species of extinct, birds, are depicted on stamps. Of these 731 stamps depict more than 
one species, and 161 depict birds that could not be identified with reliability. A collector 
who is also a bird watcher has a great time for his passion in stamps on birds.  
 

      In British India only heads of kings and queens were printed. But after Independence our country 
issued many stamps on different subjects or topics and themes including birds.  India’s first postage 
stamp on birds was pigeon as mail carrier, which appeared on the 2 annas and 14 annas stamps 
issued on 1 October 1954, commemorating the centenary of postage stamps. 
  
      Our country observes the birthday of Jwahar Lal Nehru, the first Prime Minister, on the 14th 
November as Children's Day and on this occasion every year stamps of collector’s choice are depicted 
in a very attractive way. In 1966 the children's day stamp depicted the second pigeon post stamp.  
 
      Many collectors in the beginning collect many bird stamps and enjoy pleasure and learn about 
them, but a new choice is now experienced that many serious stamp collectors limit themselves on one 
or two bird thematic stamps that are released by many countries while some are interested only on 

Collecting Bird Stamps 
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birds stamps that are released by their own country. Now I intend to focus on that group of birds which 
are my most favourite stamps found in my wish list. 
 

Carnivorous or meat-eating birds are called Birds of Prey. They are sky hunter and prey while they fly 
in the sky with their sharp claws or talons and strong hooked beaks which help them catch their victims. 
Their vision in spotting the prey is excellent. They hunt small animals, insects, reptiles and many birds 
and carrion. The group of birds hawks and eagles, vultures and condors, buzzards, osprey, falcons 
and owls are birds of prey and also called raptors. The only owls prey at night and all others hunt in 
the day. 

 

      I will take you to the wonderful world of winged hunters through the philately where we view  birds 
are thematically the topic of the stamps issued all over the world by postal administration which attracts 
the stamp collectors largely. The stamps featuring sky hunter birds give infinite charm and the story of 
how the different hunter birds act in the high sky. The bird stamps bring warmth to mind and it fills with 
longing return and brings attractive fascinating love for stamps. Thematic collection of stamps on birds 
of prey is collecting stamps issued by a country, time or place on it. It includes first day 
covers, brochures, miniature sheets etc. which give much pleasure depicting the owls, raptors, 
vultures, eagles, hawks, buzzards, ospreys, falcons etc. Initially viewing stamps gives great pleasure. 
Though I wanted as much as stamps on the topic to keep in my stock, which is not possible due to a 
big number of releases throughout the world. Nowadays it is easy to view and copy and paste in 
computer albums and watch whenever desired to see them and study and collect information about 
them. 

 

          
 
      The osprey is only in its group individual family. The nocturnal birds of prey include the common 
eared owls. As far as raptors are concerned; more than 20 bird stamps were issued within 45 years of 
independence. India issued its first stamps showing raptors, a very fine series of four values of Rs 2.00, 
Rs 6.00, Rs 8.00 and Rs 11.00 were released in 1992. The birds of prey chosen were Western Osprey 
Pandion haliaetus, Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus, Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus, and 
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos. 
 

      
 

      While these birds are not typical or common raptors, they are striking, and the stamps look 
attractive. The latest raptor depicted is the Brahminy Kite Haliastur Indus, which appeared on a postage 
stamp issued on 5 June 2010, along with Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea, to celebrate the 
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International Year of Biodiversity. Incidentally, the same set had another stamp that also depicted the 
first Indian owl species—Indian Eagle-Owl Bubo bengalensis. 

 
      Birds on Indian postage stamps of India have a rich and varied avifauna. The beauty, diversity, and 
uniqueness of the birds of the Indian landscape have naturally made an impact on Indian culture, both 
ancient, and modern. Many birds find mention in Sanskrit Hindu literature and Prakrit Buddhist 
literature. While the Peafowl (Pavo cristatus) gets pride of place in Indian culture and history, and is 
the national bird of India, other birds like Brahminy Duck Tadorna ferruginea, Common Myna 
Acridotheres tristis, Osprey Pandion haliaetus, Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri, Mute Swan 
(Cygnus olor), and many others, appear as prominent motifs in ancient texts and now on stamps.  

  

        
 
      Those interested in topical stamps may collect stamps featuring paintings on Audubon Birds. John 
James Audubon, a French American ornithologist painted the American birds. And, based on his 
paintings, many countries including Tanzania have issued stamps.  Tanzania issued a set of four 
stamps and sheets depicting birds on peril. These stamps are with Audubon paintings on Mallard. 
American Eider, Scarlet ibis and roseate Spoonbill. Collecting these stamps is different from the other 
theme or topic. These stamps are issued once a year and printed in limited numbers. More than 30,000 
stamps on birds are available in the world stamps market including expert wildlife artists have produced 
thousands beautiful and attractive birds which have been showcased in thematic stamps worldwide. 
 
      Collecting postage stamps on birds is very common and fascinating among philatelists 
worldwide. Also it is very easy to collect as the number of stamps issued on birds are very large in 
number. 
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By Swamynathan R, Mumbai 
 

Introduction 
 
      The article published in November 2023 in this magazine titled “Philately-Challenges and Solutions” 
describes an outline of the solution to the challenges faced by philately in the present environment. 
The solutions to keep philately growing will be experimental as there is no simple and direct method. 
This article gives a specific method among many solutions. 
  
      One of the specific solution is the vast knowledge that stamp reflect through their small colourful 
illustrations which can attract the new comers to philately. Below are a few knowledge described 
through stamps which is an easy entry to the world of stamp collecting, its fun, enjoyable, widens the 
interest and knowledge scope and helps in communication skills both in written and verbal. Curiosity 
is the primary driver to this approach to philately. 
 
Stamp Brochure Solution 
 
      Stamp information brochures are a great source of knowledge.  
 
Facts on Postal Communication 
125 years of Postage Stamp (1840- 1965) 
 

 
 
      Interestingly the image on the stamp is of Thun Und Taxis issued in mid 1800 which has nothing 
to with the stamp release event. The stamp was issued in 1965 mentioning 125 years of postage stamp. 
If 125 is deducted from 1965, the year is 1840 which is the year of first postage stamp issued by Great 
Britain, popularly known as Penny Black. Therefore this Germany stamp is issued to celebrate 125 
years of world’s first postage stamp issued by Great Britain in 1840.  
 
Swiss Post Centenary (1849-1949) 
 

 
 
      In 1848, the Swiss Confederation was established. In 1849, the Swiss federal postal service was 
established as postal services  standardising of  customs administration and telegraph across the 
country. The central postal administration replaces the cantonal postal administrations, including 
Fischer-Post in Bern, which had built up a large postal network in the 17th century.  
  

Philately of the Future - A Possible Solution-1 
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Short Story of the theme depicted on the stamp 
Thurn und Taxis Centenary Stamp (1852-1952) 
 

 
 
      In the 15th century, Roger de Tassis founded a postal service in Italy, which became very 
successful. Shortly afterwards, in view of this success, his heirs were appointed Imperial Postmasters 
for the Holy Roman Empire. The Della Torre e Tasso family subsequently germanised their surname, 
changing it to Thurn und Taxis. 
 
      The family maintained this exclusive position for several centuries, they remained in charge of the 
postal services of much of Central Europe despite the upheavals of the Thirty Years’ War and 
subsequent conflicts. In November 1516, the Thurn und Taxis family set up a postal service in Brussels 
that used couriers to cover an area as far as Rome, Naples, Spain (Charles V granted the company 
the title of “Chief Postmasters of Castile and the Kingdom”), Germany and France. Brussels became 
the headquarters of Thurn und Taxis. 
 
      By the end of the 18th century, Thurn und Taxis employed around 20,000 people throughout 
Europe, including regional representatives, administrative staff and delivery workers. At that time, a 
letter sent by express mail from Paris to Brussels took only 36 hours to arrive, while standard mail from 
Brussels to Naples would take 14 days. 
 
      The Thurn und Taxis company held this monopoly until the 18th century, when their offices in lands 
now ruled by the kingdom of Spain were purchased by the Spanish government after the Spanish War 
of Succession change of dynasty in 1716. Thurn und Taxis shifted their headquarters from Brussels to 
Frankfurt. Their new family seat built from 1731 was the Palais Thurn und Taxis which still exists (re 
constructed) 
 
      From that point on, Thurn und Taxis no longer operated as a private company in territories ruled 
by the House of Bourbon. Later on, in the 19th century, after the Napoleonic wars, the Thurn und Taxis 
postal service became concentrated in Germany, where it provided a private mail service to several 
small German states and principalities, including Baden, Hessen, Württemberg, Bavaria, Lower 
Saxony and the Rhineland. 
 
      Following the creation of the first postage stamp in 1840, and the issuing of the first stamps 
produced in Germany (Bavaria, 1849), the Thurn und Taxis family also adopted this innovation, and in 
1852 they began issuing their own postage stamps, which were mainly used by the company. Prussia’s 
victory over Austria in the Seven Weeks’ War led to Prussian troops occupying the whole of the 
Rhineland, including Frankfurt, where the commercial headquarters of the Thurn und Taxis company 
was located. In light of this new situation and the imminent political unification of Germany, the family 
decided to sell their entire private postal company to the government of Prussia, and finally stopped 
operating in 1867. 
 
      Interestingly, both the word “taxi” (which became used to describe automobiles for hire), and the 
yellow or yellow-and-black livery generally used for these vehicles also have their origin in the company 
Thurn und Taxis. 
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https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/gabinetpostal/thurn-und-taxis-una-nissaga-al-servei-del-
correu/?lang=en 
 
Creative Design of the illustration on the stamp 
Solidarity with Palestine People 
 

 
 

      The PEACE has been expressed visually creatively and with simplicity in the stamp. This is an 
example of “Philately Art”. 
 
The left side stamp represent  : Peace in Speaking 
The right side stamp represent: Peace in Mind 
 
Centenary of UPU 1974-Solomon Island 
 

 
 

      The image is of a model of Postman made using the art of Origami(Paper Folding). The art of paper 
folding(origami) has been used to make interesting, creative and colourful envelopes used travel via 
postal services. 
 
      Here is an interesting link for origami envelopes -- https://elfa-exchange.blogspot.com/ 
 
Geography through Railway Maps 
Baikal Amur Railway 
 

 
 

      The Baikal Amur Mainline departs the Trans-Siberian line from Tayshet a little east of 
Krasnoyarsk at the western end going all the way to the ocean in the east at Sovetskaya Gavan.  
The Trans Siberian Railway is the depicted on the map in RED 
The Baikal Amur Railway Line is depicted on the Map in GREEN 

https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/gabinetpostal/thurn-und-taxis-una-nissaga-al-servei-del-correu/?lang=en
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/gabinetpostal/thurn-und-taxis-una-nissaga-al-servei-del-correu/?lang=en
https://elfa-exchange.blogspot.com/
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On the map, Baikal Lake can be seen between Irkutsk and Severobaikalsk 
 
 
Arts on Stamp 
Stamp on Magic-Arts 
 

 
 
Stamp description 

• A Rabbit in a top Cat(production) 

• A fortune teller using crystal ball(prediction) 

• A woman floating in the air(levitation) 

• An empty bird cage(vanishing) 

• A bird emerging from a flower(transformation) 
There are total of 19 effects in the art of magic. 
 
Magic is about achieving illogical things through logical means. 
Magic has two components, Trick and Effect. 
 
Stamp on Personality 
Sahir Ludhianvi 

 
 
Important facts about Sahir Ludhianvi 

• Sahir was a unique lyricist of Indian Hindi Cinema where music was made based on lyrics and not 
the other way around. 

• Sahir made efforts to ensure lyricist name was displayed during the cinema introduction and film 
advertisements. 
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Guess the stamp design 

 
 

Conclusion 
 
      The above solution with knowledge as the focus is relevant to all ages and can become a possible 
and easy driver to the philately of the FUTURE. Such simple stamp collecting activity can create a 
great bond among colleagues in the organisations and philately enthusiasts 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Aligarh Jageshwar 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 Aligarh Lock Jageshwar Group of Temples  
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By Kumar Biswas, 
Member - Petroleum Philatelic Society International, U.K. 

 
      On 28 January 2023, a My Stamp and Special Cover on 50 years of Servo brand of lubricants of 
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. was issued by India Post. The lubricant brand called Servo was introduced 
to Indian  market in the year of 1972 by the Fortune 500 company. The formulation of the product and 
its variety was credited to the Research and Development (R&D) division of Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. 
The R&D Centre of Indian Oil Corporation Ltd., is located in Faridabad, near New Delhi. It is a great 
domestic achievement of R&D effort wherein nearly 5300 formulations and 1600 grades of lubricants 
are made available in the product mix. In collaboration with Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs), 
it is continuously developing new lubricants for different market segments. 
 

 
 
      As fuel oils are required to run an engine or machine, lubricant and greases are integral part for 
keeping the moving parts in a machine well oiled. When two moving parts of a machine, come in 
contact with each other, friction happens, generating heat and causing erosion of the parts in contact. 
Lubricants play a critical role by reducing friction and thereby minimising the wear and tear of machines 
and equipment. Besides reduction in friction, other utilities of lubricants are reduction of oxidation, 
prevention of corrosion, transmission of power, controlling the generation of heat, seal against dust 
particles etc. The ability of a lubricant to reduce the friction is called 'Lubricity'. The lubricity of a lubricant 
enhances the efficiency of the mechanism.  
 
      History dates back 1400 BC regarding application of lubricants in the wheels of horse driven 
chariots. However, those lubes were mostly vegetable oil based or sourced from animal fats. Some of 
such vegetation lubricants were from olive oil, castor oil, peanut oil etc. After 16th century, whale oil 
and porpoise (aquatic mammals) oil found wide application. Whale fat was one of the most popular 
lubricant used over a long period of time, across the globe. Vegetable oil based lubricants have 
limitations of oxidation stability, high pour point etc. As human civilisation moved from manual output 
to mechanised industrial revolution, the need for lubricants was felt at the factories of mass production. 
Industrial growth prompted mankind to look for lubricating oils which were much more efficient. 

Petroleum Philately of India: SERVO, The Lubricant 
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Lubricants of petroleum oil origin found their application in the early 1900s. In today’s world, majority 
of lubricants are based on petroleum oil.  
 
      As the application of machinery increased by leaps and bounds, it was experienced that petroleum 
oil based products were not effective enough for the desired task of lubrication. Researchers burnt 
midnight candles and additives entered in the field of lubricants. Thus, today's lubricants are brilliant 
and judicious combination of one or more base oils and selective additives to have particular 
characteristics and performances. In other words, additives are compounds which are blended in a 
particular ratio with base oils to enhance the performances of the lubricants. 
 

 
 
      Lubricants or 'lubes' are generic terms describing engine oils, gear oils, greases, hydraulic fluids, 
transmission oils etc. While motor oil enhances fuel efficiency, gear oil lubricates parts of gear 
components. Lubricants have application in all types of industry viz. automobile, cement, textile, steel, 
petrochemical, mining, marine, etc. Based on its utilities, it is broadly classified as automotive and 
industrial grade lubricants. Automotive lubricants improve vehicle performance and enhances engine 
longevity. Industrial lubricants are used in heavy duty application of various industries. 
 
      Major players in international lubricant market are Sinopec Corporation of China, Royal Dutch Shell 
plc of The Netherland, ExxonMobil Corporation and Chevron Corporation of US, BP Plc of U.K., Total 
S.A. of France, Petronas of Malaysia etc. 
 
      The history of petroleum based lubricant production in India dates back 1960s.  
 
      In the year 1962, an agreement was signed between newly formed (1960) Indian Oil Corporation 
Ltd., and Mobil Petroleum Co. Ltd., New York for setting up two lubricant blending plants, one each at 
Kolkata (then Calcutta) and Mumbai (then Bombay). On 25 March 1963, a new joint venture company 
with 50:50 share between Indian Oil Corporation Ltd., and Mobil Petroleum Co. Ltd., was formed and 
it was named as Indian Oil Blending Ltd., which set up the lube plants. 
 
      Lubricants of the joint venture was initially marketed through Mobil network. On 19 July 1974, the 
said agreement was terminated. The 4000 equity shares of Indian Oil Blending Ltd., that was held by 
Mobil, was transferred to Indian Oil. Thus, Indian Oil Blending Ltd., became a fully owned subsidiary 
of Indian Oil. After the expiry of the agreement, effective July'1974, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd., started 
directly marketing Servo brand lubricants.   
 
      In the year 1966, another lubricant company named Lubrizol India Limited was formed with 60% of 
the subscribed equity held by Government of India and balance 40% shareholding by Lubrizol 
Corporation U.S.A. It was based on continuous Technology Transfer Agreement for transfer of R&D 
knowledge, manufacturing and formulation technologies etc. The company was involved in 
development, manufacture and supply of chemical additives and speciality chemicals, chiefly for 
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petroleum sector. The plant was established in 1969 in Mumbai (then Bombay). In March 2000, it was 
restructured as joint venture with Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. (50:50). Today it is known as Lubrizol India 
Private Ltd. 
 
      Servo had made humble entry in Indian market and it has moved from a 'World-Class Engine Oils' 
to today’s 'World-Class Lubricants'.  The tagline 'Add Servo Add Life' is self-explanatory. In the year 
2016, Servo was awarded 'Superbrand' by Superbrands India Pvt. Ltd., the Indian subsidiary of 
Superbrands, the world’s largest independent arbiter of branding. Presently, the brand is available in 
37 global markets, ranging from neighbouring countries e.g. Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka to Mauritius, 
Middle East, Thailand, Vietnam, and various African countries etc. Servo has partnered with the 
Mohammed Yousuf Naghi group of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the renowned business 
conglomerates of the country. 
 
      In the domestic lubricant segment, major competitors of Servo of Indian Oil Corporation Ltd., are 
lubricants from the Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd. (MAK), Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd. 
(Turbo), Gulf Oil International Ltd. (Gulf), and BP p.l.c (Castrol). These five majors occupy about 67% 
of Indian lubricant market. Besides, there are strong presence of Valvoline, Elf, Total, etc., in the 
marketplace. 
 
      In 2022, the global lubricant market was worth USD 117.31 billion. During 2022-2029, it is expected 
to grow at a CAGR 2.3%. The lubricant market of India is the world’s third largest (behind of US and 
China). While the lubricant market of US is stagnant, the growth noticed in China market is slow.  On 
the contrary, Indian lubricant market is the fastest growing one. In 2020, the Indian lubricant market 
was valued at USD 1.4 billion. From 2021 to 2027, it is expected to grow at a CAGR 3.8%. The demand 
of automotive lubricant is directly related to the sales of automobiles, expansion of road infrastructure, 
and vehicular movement on road (commercial, passenger and two-wheelers). Under present 
conditions, all these weathervanes are favourable for Indian lubricant market. 
 
      In the quest of sustainability, global automobile industry is firing all cylinders to move from traditional 
vehicles to electric vehicles (EVs). A demand of new kind of lubricants are expected to emerge in this 
domain. Side by side, the need of the hour is the collection, disposal and/or re-refining of used 
lubricants. The used lubricant market in India is a fragmented and in unorganised domain. In order to 
protect the environment and leaving a better and healthy earth for future generations, all lubricant 
manufacturers and marketers should create a robust system of collection and proper 
disposal/processing of used lubricants. The circular economy will benefit all the stakeholders of today 
and tomorrow.  
 
Bibliography: 
https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/india-industrial-lubricants-market 
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1557/S0883769400055895.pdf 
https://www.jetir.org/papers/JETIRZ006093.pdf 
https://www.fortunebusinessinsights.com/industry-reports/lubricants-market-101771 
https://www.moneycontrol.com/company-facts/indianoilcorporation/history/IOC 
 

Disclaimer: 
 

Blog page:  https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/2023/11/petroleum-philately-of-india-servo.html 
 

The noble objective of this blog, is to promote the hobby of philately through images of stamps, a few pictures 
and related narration. The scans of My Stamp, featured in this blogpost are mine while others (sourced from 
internet) are the properties of their respective owners. No intention to infringe any type of copyright.  
 
The information provided in the article is for general informational purposes only. All information is provided in 
good faith. This is only for sharing of knowledge of philately with philatelist fraternity of the world. No commercial 
or political angle, whatsoever, is involved. This is not a historical document. Apologies in advance, should there 
be any inadvertent mistake or error. Under no circumstances, I shall have any liability for reliance on any 
information provided in the story. 

https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/india-industrial-lubricants-market
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1557/S0883769400055895.pdf
https://www.jetir.org/papers/JETIRZ006093.pdf
https://www.fortunebusinessinsights.com/industry-reports/lubricants-market-101771
https://www.moneycontrol.com/company-facts/indianoilcorporation/history/IOC
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/2023/11/petroleum-philately-of-india-servo.html
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By M R Ramesh Kumar, Goa 
Email:rameshkumar.mr@gmail.com 

 
 

      The Earth Science Week 2023 was celebrated from 8th to 14th October, 2023 by giving online series 
of talks under different topics under the earth science through the medium of Zoom Meeting every day 
from 6 pm to 7 pm. The Inaugural session was held on 8th October, 2023 with   Prof M G Thakkar, 
Director, Birbal Sahni  Institute of Paleobotany (BSIP), Lucknow as the Guest of Honour and Prof M P 
Singh, President of the Palaeontological Society of India, Lucknow, presided over the function. The 
program was jointly orgainzed by the Maharashtra Vruksha Samvardhini, Pune, School of Earth Ocean 
Atmosphere Sciences (SEOAS), Goa University, Department of Geology,  Saint Xaviers College, 
Mumbai and Institute of Science, Aurangabad, Maharashtra. 
   
      The  first talk was delivered by Dr Nicole  Sequeira, Assistant Professor at the SEOAS, Goa 
University,  gave a talk on “ Uncharted Depths :A Philatelic Tale of the rise of Oceanography” . She 
elucidated the historical journey of oceanography through philately, starting with the ancient Polynesian 
sailors in the Pacific Oceans who relied on stars, waves, fish and migratory birds to understand the 
presence of ocean islands, through the Phoenician traders and Greek thinkers of the Mediterranean 
Sea, to the Indians and Chinese who improved ship building techniques and conquered new regions 
in the Indian Ocean by the 11th Century A.D. A huge leap in the understanding of the oceans started 
with the European colonial conquests of Asia and America while the truly scientific study of the oceans 
began with Captain James Cook’s voyages, the Challenger Expedition and the build-up to the two 
World Wars. Oceanography today has become an interdisciplinary science and the most notable 
oceanographers impress upon ocean conservation. 
 

    
 

Two important stamps on Capatin James Cook and the circumnavigation of Antarctica, both released 
by the Australian Antarctic Territory.  

 
      The second talk of the series was delivered by Prof Sudha Vadadi, Centre for Education and 
Research in Geosciences (CERG), Pune on the topic “ History of Mineralogy “ . Through philately, the 
changing concepts in the study of minerals and their classification, were  discussed. This included  the 
review of the developments from prehistoric period, historic period, early 18th and 19th centuries to the 
present.  India and China, were the first to recognize the value of the minerals, especially their magical 
and medicinal virtues. Mineralogical studies began with the emphasis on physical properties and 
therapeutic use. Later, thin section study, with Petrological microscope became an integral part of 
mineralogical studies. With the introduction of chemistry and physics, mineralogists could decipher 
mineral structure and composition on a small scale. X-ray Diffraction and other analytical techniques 
in the 20th century helped define the mineral structure. Advanced techniques like electron probe 
microprobe, spectroscopic techniques, transmission electron microscopy, added new dimension to the 
study of minerals.  

Philately as an Educational Tool : Earth Science Week 2023  
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A mineral stamp issued by GSI in 2001 to commemorate the 
150th anniversary. There are 3 ore minerals - bauxite (aluminium 
ore), chalco-pyrite (copper ore) and psilomelane (manganese 
ore). 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Postage stamp released by the Department of Posts, Govt of India 
in 2014 as a part of the International Year of Crystallography.  

 
 
 

 
      The third talk of the series was given by Dr M R Ramesh Kumar,  Retired Chief Scientist, National 
Institute of Oceanography, Dona Paula, Goa on the 10th October on the topic “Climate Change ; A 
Philatelic Journey”. Dr M R Ramesh Kumar dwelled on the topic of Climate Change in detail, with the 
causes of climate change such as rise in green house gases. Impacts of Climate Change, need for 
mitigation and adaptation strategies , community action and awareness and the need for international 
cooperation.  

 

  
 
 

      The fourth talk of the series was given by Dr Ajit Vartak, Nowrosjee Wadia College, Pune on 11 th 
October on the topic “Fossils, Natural Heritage and Philately”.  
 

    
 

      The fifth talk of the series was given by Dr. Abhay Mudholkar on the topic “Volcanoes on Stamps“ 
on 12th October, 2023 .  Volcano represent unique earth process that brings deep seated magma to 
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the surface of the earth as lava. Stamps and other related Philately materials give a lot of information 
about the volcano. Many countries have issued many stamps or covers depicting volcanoes in different 
stages of eruption and pist- eruption human activities. Few stamps have been coated with the ash 
erupted from the particular volcano. There are many incidents related to volcano that are shown in 
stamps or covers released by countries. However, there is only Meghdoot postcard by India Post on 
Barren volcano, Andaman Islands. 

 
      The sixth talk of the series was given by Mr Vikram Vakil, Australia on  the topic “ Philately and 
Dinosaurs - A new perspective on our old Friend “ on 13th October, 2023. We all love dinosaurs. 
Everyone, kids and adults alike are fascinated with dinosaurs. Dinosaurs have been a huge part of pop 
culture  ever since films like One Million Years BC 1966) and Jurassic Park (1993). Dino Philately is a 
new interactive approach to introducing these marvellous creatures to a broader audience through an 
artificial system of dinosaur classification based on the available stamps. Together, we will learn about 
the first stamps released on dinosaurs and how dinosaur classification can be made fun and exciting 
through philately.  
 

            
 A miniature sheet of Dinsoaurs released by Australia.          Stamp on Dinosaurs released by USA. 

 
 
      The last and seventh talk of the series was given by Ms Yogini Aatryea on the topic “A Ticket to 
Archaeology”. 

 

         
 
 
      Further, Prof R Shankar from Bengaluru, gave the concluding remarks followed by vote of Thanks 
on  the last day of 14th October, 2023. 
 
      The whole series of talks are available on the Youtube Channel of Maharashtra Vruksha 
Samvardhini in  the link  https://www.youtube.com/c/MissionDevrai and then go to Earth Science Week 
2023.   
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/MissionDevrai
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CHRISTMAS-2023 STAMPS 
 
 

Great Britain 

 

 
 
 

Issued on 02.11.2023 
 
 

Latvia 
 

   
 

Issued on 22.11.2023 
 

 
 

Switzerland 
 

 
 
 

Issued on 09.11.2023 
 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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Alderney 
 
 

 
 
 

Issued on 01.11.2023 
 
 
 

Guernsey  
 

 
 

Issued on 01.11.2023 
 
 

Romania 
 

 
 

Issued on 23.11.2023 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+ 
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SUSUNIA : 27 July 2023 

Susunia Stone Craft, Bankura 
 

BISHNUPUR : 27 July 2023 
Dashabatar Taas, Bishnupur 

  
INDORE : 21 September 2023 

150 Years of Ramadwara Chhatribag Indore 
 

MANGALAGIRI : 14 August 2023 
World Migratory Bird Day 

  
MUMBAI : 17 October 2023 

150 Years of Mumbai Port Authority 
DEHRADUN : 27 October 2023 

Virasat 
 

  
VARANASI  : 01 November 2023 

Shrimad Sukrathindra Tirtha Swamiji 
ALMORA : 04 November 2023 

Jageswar Group of Temples 
 

  
ALMORA : 04 November 2023 

Sun Temple, Katarmal 
GANDHI EYE HOSPITAL : 04 November 2023 
Alpex-2023 : Gandhi’s Last Arrival at Aligarh 

New Special Covers 
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AYODHYA DHAM : 11 November 2023 

Divya Deepotsav at Ram Ki Paidi, Ayodhya 
MUMBAI : 15 November 2023 

First Semi-final ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2023 
 

  
CHITTOOR : 16 November 2023 

Rishi Valley School 

 

MANIPAL : 16 November 2023 
125th Birth Anniversary of Dr. TMA Pai 

  
UDUPI : 18 November 2023 

Dr. V S Acharya 
 

UDUPI : 18 November 2023 
The Kind of Mathsyodhyam - Keerthi Shesha Malpe 

Madhwaraj 

  
UDUPI : 18 November 2023 

The Karnataka Cashew Manufacturers Association 
 

UDUPI : 19 November 2023 
Udupi Postal Division, Udupi 

 

  
RAYAGADA : 18 November 2023 

J K Paper 
ERNAKULAM NORTH : 21 November 2023 

75 Years of Central Marine Fisheries Research 
Institute 
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BADAMPAHAR : 21 November 2023 

Rairangpur Postal Division 
 

NEW DELHI : 23 November 2023 
Philately Gallery, Lal Quila, Delhi 

 

  
NADIAD : 27 Noveber 2023 

Vadtaldham Dwishatabdi Mahotsav 2024 

UJJAIN : 28 November 2023 
Shree Maa Charitable Trust, Khachrod 

 

  
UJJAIN : 28 November 2023 

Batik Print of Bheravgarh 
 

UJJAIN : 28 November 2023 
Shaktipeeth Haraiddhi Mata Mandir, Ujjain 

 

  

UJJAIN : 28 November 2023 
Ankitgram Sewadham Ashram Ambodiya 

 

SRINAGAR GPO : 29 November 2023 
Jia Pota Ghat, Akhnoor, Jammu 

 

  
SRINAGAR GPO : 30 November 2023 

Thiksey Monastery, Leh 
 

CHANDIMANDIR CANTT : 02 December 2023 
Military Literature Festival 2023 

 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
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EFIRO 2024 

      A specialized World Stamp Exhibition EFIRO 2024 will be held at the National 
Library of Romania, Bucharest, Romania from 16 to 19 April 2024.  Usual classes 
are available for participation, plus a new Experimental Class for 2 or 3 Frame 
Exhibits.  Smt. Savita Jhingan is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp 
No.9811160884) and Shri. Kapil Gogri is the Apprentice National Commissioner 
(WhatsApp No.9821111140) 

      More details are available at https://www.efiro.ro/rules.php  

 

PHILAKOREA-2024 

      A FIP recognised Specialised World Stamp Champion Exhibition 
PHILAKOREA-2024 will be held at Seoul, South Korea from 15 to 19 August 2024. 
 

      More details awaited. 
 

 

 

MELBOURNE 2025 

 
      The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne, 
Australia will be held in 2025. 
 

      More details awaited. 
 
 

 
KARNAPEX 2024 
 

      A state level philatelic exhibition was organised by the Department of Posts, 
Karnataka Circle, at Sree Kanteerava Stadium, Sampangi Rama Nagara, Bengaluru 
from 5th to 8th  January 2024.  During this exhibition special covers will be brought out 
on all days.  There will be a variety of activities like Letter Writing, Treasure Hunt, Quiz 
etc.  Residents of Karnataka state are eligible to participate in the exhibition.  There will 
be a total of 600 frames available to accommodate 16 pages of A4 size exhibits in each 
frame.  More details can be avaialble from https://www.karnapex2024.in  

 
 

EUROPHILEX-2025 
 

      EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held at Birmingham.  The extended dates of 
European Philatelic Exhibition will be on 7th to 11th May 2025.  This is the first 
time ever, Britain has decided to move its international exhibition out of 
London.  Birmingham is the country’s second city, which is located in the centre 
of England, surrounded by a massive population and several other large cities. 

 
      More details awaited. 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

https://www.efiro.ro/rules.php
https://www.karnapex2024.in/
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Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
 

www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
http://timbrophily.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   
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Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVI. No.191 (Nov. 2023) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June & 
July. 2022) 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.172 - 174 (Oct 2022 - Apl 2023) 
Filacap – online. No.249 (November 2023) 
The Fila Capsule No.2 (July-September 2023) 
 

 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 

 

I S JAIN, JAIPUR 
 

We deal in India used stamps 
 

• Used commemorative 
 

Year Packs 

Themes also available 

100, 200, 500 different packets 

Individual stamps on demand 

•  Definitive series sets 

 

• Service Stamps 

 

• Meghdoot postcards 100 

different 
 

    Contact: 
I S JAIN 

463, Nemi Sagar Colony, Vashali, Jaipur-302 021 
 

Mobile: 9413975383.         WhatsApp: 9079830753 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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	Netherlands - Year 1927 - 7½ c Dark Violet Stamp

