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POOR QUALITY INDIAN ISSUES 
 

      India post usually releases an average of 40 to 50 stamps each year. In the year 2023 India 
Post released 74 stamps in 47 issues of stamps, Miniature Sheets, Sheetlets etc.   
 
      At this point let us check the quality of stamps released in 2023.  In my opinion about half of 
the releases are poor in quality.  Most of them are due to the worst images created by the stamp 
designers.  I furnish below some of my findings on the ugliest stamps released in 2023. 
 
      On 30 March a set of 4 stamps were issued on Legends of Odisha.  The stamps are designed 
in two parts.  Black and white of the personality in background and faded colour image in front.  
While looking at individual stamps it is not good, but the Miniature sheet appears to be better. Other 
stamps like Sardar Antaji Manekshwar Gandhe and Hemachandra Vikramaditya, the images of the 
personality are compared to small and so more empty space appears on the stamp.  Saint Meera 
Bai and Indian Art Architecture Design Biennale 2023 are very poor in design.  Meera Bai’s image 
was taken from Kangra painting.  Just like Ram Chandra Maharaj, Parashuram, Rani Abbakka 
Devi etc. are taken from the images or paintings available in the internet. Hence no designer’s 
creativity can be found in these stamps.  The stamp on Indian Art Architecture Design Biennale 
2023 is designed only with the caption of the stamp arranged in a symbolic way.  Other stamps 
like Raman Research Institute, 125 years of Ramakrishna Mission have no clarity.  Some stamps 
are designed only with the logo of a particular event or institution.  Example: International Year of 
Millets, Diamond Jubilee of CBI, Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit, 75 Years of NDA, 
125 Years of Hindu College.  One of the comedies I found this year is a giant souvenir sheet issued 
on 22 October 2023 on 125th Anniversary of Scindia School with a stamp value of Rs.5.  But the 
souvenir sheet costs Rs.20/- means we have to pay 15 rupees as premium.  For this issue the 
Department of Posts has released one FDC, which is shorter than the souvenir sheet.  So, we 
cannot affix the souvenir sheet in the FDC and obtain its first day cancellation.  If we tear out the 
stamp from the souvenir sheet to affix in the FDC we will lost Rs.15/-  
 
      The quality of a stamp depends on its design, printing and paper.  The most important 
component of a stamp is its image designed by the artists.  We know that a panel of artists attached 
to India Security Press for designing the stamps.  They should be aware of the importance of a 
stamp.  As the stamps are printed on a tiny piece of paper, the design should be complete and 
done in the highest quality possible.   Because stamp designs are intended to be sold to the public 
as a prepaid token for the payment of fees levied to send a message.  Postage stamps are usually 
called ambassadors of a country.  It reveals a nation’s history, culture, education, art, industry, 
flora, fauna etc.  So, the message in a stamp must be clearly understood.  It should be beautiful. 
 
      I request that Department of Posts will take care of these problems and rectify them in future 
issues. 
 
      Hope your year ahead is filled with good lucks and new heights in philately,   
 
      HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile No: 9387801948 

 

Editorial 
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Sir, 
 

      The first part of the article on Christmas Stamps and Paintings by Mr. Abhijit De has been very 
thrilling and I am waiting for the last part in the next issue. One humble suggestion is that in the article 
'Avian Diversity in Maharashtra & Goa - Endangered Species' by M R Ramesh Kumar, pictures of 
stamps on respective birds would have made the article more attractive. 
 
      With regards, 

Kaustav Rajpandit 
Kolkata 

 

Hi Sir, 
 
      The Monthly Stamp magazine is a great way to know about the events happening in the world of 
Philately. I am really happy to be a part of this group and the association. The current issue on the 
Christmas stamps was really great. I especially liked the last issue on the Miniature Sheets.  
 
      I really like collecting Miniature sheets. I collect Indian Miniature Sheets through the Philatelic 
Deposit Account and the India post website e-post office. I want to collect the Miniature sheets of other 
countries, but I'm not able to get the Official site of other countries to buy stamps and the other 
private websites charge too much for the stamps. 
 
      Please can you provide guidance, or write an article on where and how to procure stamps from 
other countries or if there are any official programs like the Philatelic deposit account through which 
we can regularly get the international stamps. 
 
      Thank you for your time, and I look forward to your valuable insights. 
 
      Thanks & regards, 

Pratheek Shenoy K 
Mangalore 

 
 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 
 

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment 

 
For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue 

 
For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 

 

For details contact: 9387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Readers’ Column 

 
 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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125 Years of  
Hindu College 

 

 
 

India Art Architecture Design Biennale 
2023 

 
Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 08.12.2023 

 
Rani Abbakka Devi 

 
 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 05.12.2023 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 15.12.2023 

 
Celebrating India and Oman’s Friendship 

 
 

 
 
 

Denomination: Rs.25-00 + 25-00 
Issued on 15.12.2023 

 
Acharya Sushil Kumar 

 

 
Khartargachha Millennium 

 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 24.12.2023 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 26.12.2023 

New Indian Issues 
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125 Years of Ramakrishna Mission 
 

 
Pandit Jasraj, Pt. Motiram Pt.Maniram 

Sangeet Samaroha 
 

  
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 27.12.2023 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 27.12.2023 

 
Diamond Jubilee of Sashastra Seema Bal 

 

 
200 Years of Indian Origin Tamils in Srilanka 

 

  
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 29.12.2023 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 30.12.2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WE WISH ALL OUR READERS 
 

A VERY HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 
 

NEW YEAR 2024 
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KPNS STAMPS & COINS FAIR 2023 
 
      A three-day philatelic and numismatic exhibition was conducted by Kottayam Philatelic and 
Numismatic Society (KPNS) at YMCA, Kottayam from 1st to 3rd December 2023.  The exhibition was 
inaugurated by Mrs. V. Vigneshwari, IAS, Hon’ble Dist. Collector, Kottayam.  The inaugural function 
started at 10.30 am on 1st December 2023.  Shri K T Joseph, President of the Society presided over 
the meeting.  Exhibition Committee Chairman Mr. Jacob Mathai made a welcome speech.  Mrs. Latha 
D Nair, Senior Postal Superintendent, Kottayam Postal Division made the keynote 
speech.  Felicitations were made by Mr. Thomas Paul, Treasurer, Ernakulam Philatelic Club, Mr. 
Mohanachandran Nair, Secretary, Ananthapuri Philatelic Club, Thiruvananthapuram, Mr. Abraham 
Puthethu, Treasurer Ernakulam Coin club and Mr. B. Muraleekumar, President Alleppey Philatelic and 
Numismatic Society.  Shri. Atish Kumar Jain, Secretary, KPNS delivered vote of thanks. 
 

       
                       
                                   Inaugural Function                   

 

 
      The exhibition was arranged in K V George Auditorium of the YMCA premises.  Nearly 50 frames 
of philatelic exhibits were arranged of which 20 frames were allotted for one frame competitive 
display.  Three cash prizes were awarded to winners.  First prize of Rs.5000/- given to Air Vice Marshal 
Kuruvila for his exhibit Indian Airmails. Second prize of Rs.3000/- went to Mr. Boby Cheriyan for his 
exhibit Tin Can Mails.  Third prize of Rs.1000/- went to Mr. Andrew Antonio Fernandez for his exhibit 
First Issues of Australia. Special Jury Award of Rs.1000/- was given to Mr. Paul James for his exhibit 
Puthen Chronicles of Cochin.  In addition to philatelic exhibits, coins and currencies were displayed in 
desks.  
 
      A unique Harkara carried cover with my stamp depicting the logo of the society was released on 
1st day of the exhibition.   
 

 

News in Brief 
 

President K T Joseph describes  
the exhibits to Chief Guests 
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      Following presentations were made during the exhibition. 
  
01.12.2023 at 11.30 am Travancore Coins by Mr. B. Muraleekumar 
01.12.2023 at 02.30 pm Errors and varieties of stamps by Mr. Mohanachandran Nair 
02.12.2023 at 10.30 am Exhibiting Techniques by Mr. Mohanachandran Nair 
03.12.2023 at 10.30 am Unusual Stamps and Currencies by Mr. Jacob Mathai 
  
      A quiz competition for school children was also organized at 11.30 am on 02.12.2023.  The quiz 
Master was Mr. Thomas Paul. Same day afternoon a mega auction was conducted. 
 

    
     
                                The exhibits                                                                             Quiz programme 

 
      On 03.12.2023 afternoon a Phila-Numismatic Magic Show was conducted by Mr. G. George. At 
3.00 pm Valedictory Function started.  Rev. Fr. Jose Kallumalickal, CEO, Pushpagiri Medical College, 
Thiruvalla was the Chief Guest.  Prizes and Certificates were issued to the participants at the function. 
  
      Nearly 30 dealers’ stalls were arranged in the adjacent hall and heavy crowds were found in that 
area. During the exhibition KPNS gave an opportunity to the public to join in the Society as Life Member 
at half of its regular fees.  An average of 1200 people visited the exhibition every day. 
 
VEERPEX-2023 AT MILITARY LITERATURE FESTIVAL 
  
      A Special Cover with a Special Cancellation was released from Chandimandir Post Office on 2nd 
Dec to commemorate the Military Literature Festival at Chandigarh.  Col SFH Rizvi Chief Postmaster 
General, Haryana Circle along with Maj Gen A.K.Shouri(Retd.) former Addl DG, APS and Maj Dr. Ritu 
Kalra were on the dais to release the cover. The special cover and cancellation were designed and 
proposed by the Postcrossing Welfare Society of India® through the Haryana Postal Circle. Among the 
members of the Postcrossing Welfare Society who were present for the occasion were Col Akhil 
Kumar(President), Maj. Dr. Ritu Kalra, Shri. Vinod Seth and Rahul Ganguli(Secretary) with other 
philatelists from Haryana and Punjab. This special cover was later on unveiled at Inaugural Function 
of the Military Literature Festival by Gen TS Shergill, Chairman MLF and Gen Katiyal GOC-in-C 
Western Command along with other Generals on the stage for inaugural function. 
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      Veerpex-2023, a non-competitive philatelic exhibition, a brainchild of Brig(Retd) JS Arora, 
Secretary Military Literature Festival, was organized during the Festival held at Chandigarh on 2nd and 
3rd December, 2023. The event was organised at Sports Complex at the Sukhna Lake, Chandigarh. 
The exhibition was organized with the logistic support of India Post through the Shri Vijay Kumar SSPO, 
Ambala Division and Shri Harjinder Singh Bhatti, SSPO Chandigarh. Students from different schools 
were visitors to appreciate exhibits on Indian Armed Forces created  by renowned philatelists namely 
Maj. Dr. Ritu Kalra, Shri. Vinod Seth, Shri. P. Ramakrishna, Col Harbaksh Singh, Shri. Arunendu 
Archajee, Shri. Jayadeva Yarasi, Shri. Ajit Kumar Raut, Maj Mukesh Kapila, Smt. Neelam Chandel, 
Col MV Sundaram, Shri. Deepak Bansal, Smt. Satnam Kaur, Smt. Tripti Agarwal, Smt. Smriti Rana 
and Mr Rahul Ganguli. 
  
PHILATELIC EXHIBITION AT CHINMAYA VIDYALAYA, TRIPUNNITHURA 
  
      A mini one day Philatelic exhibition was organised at Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Tripunnithura on 12 
December 2023 in association with Ernakulam Philatelic Club.  The exhibits were displayed by Mr. 
Thomas Paul, Mr. Abraham Puthethu, Mr. Nishad, Mr. Shijumon, Mr. George Sebastian, and Mrs. P 
Sudha, members of the Club.  The aim of the exhibition was only to familiarise and educate philately 
among school children.  All students from each class of the school visited the display.  The exhibition 
was inaugurated by the school principal Mrs. Priya C. Pillai. 
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GOA LIBERATION MOVEMENT 
 
      Goa Postal Division organised a mini philatelic exhibition in connection with Goa Liberation 
Movement.  Dr. M. R. Ramesh Kumar displayed 3 frames of his philatelic collection on ‘Goa - a 
Philatelic Journey’ He explained to students, staff and public about Goa Liberation Movement through 
philately.  Dr. Sudhir Jahkere SSPO, Goa Postal Division and Shri. Sanjeev Sardesai, eminent historian 
of Goa was present.  A Philatelic Passport on the Memorial of Martyrs was issued on the occasion. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

By K Sridhar, Mangalore 
 

Lighthouse Terminology… 
   

      Lighthouses go by various names in different languages worldwide…  In German, a Lighthouse is 
referred to as “Leuchtturm”… 
 

Lighthouse stamps released by Germany in the year 2008… 
 

       
 

     In 2008, Germany released two postage stamps honouring the country’s lighthouses… The 45 Euro 
cent stamp showcases Warnemünde lighthouse, characterized by its unpainted round tapered brick 
tower with lantern and two galleries - one at the top and one in the centre…  Meanwhile, the 55 Euro 
cent stamp features Amrum lighthouse, a round granite tower with lantern and gallery, painted in 
distinctive red and white horizontal bands, situated atop a high dune overlooking Wittdün harbour… 
 

Lighthouse Corner 
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
https://www.facebook.com/philately.information 

 

 
Soviet Union - Green Souvenir Sheet 1964 –  

Plate Error (Asymmetric Star) Of The First Soviet Numbered  
Tokyo Olympic Souvenir Sheet 

 

 
 

 

      Like the market for stamps of the People’s Republic of China, the market for stamps of the Soviet 

Union is strongly affected by investors and speculators who are not traditional stamp collectors. 

      Wealthy Russian businessmen are often looking for safe places to invest their money, especially 

now that the Russian economy has seriously tanked as a result of Vladimir Putin’s ill-advised invasion 

of Ukraine. While new Russian Federation stamp issues have proliferated and are generally readily 

available at cost, stamps issued by the former Soviet Union from 1923 to 1991 are often seen as a 

relatively safe and more profitable investment. 

      The bellwether of the market for Soviet Union stamps is the 1-ruble green Olympic Gymnast 

souvenir sheet of one. The souvenir sheet is noted and valued, but not listed, in the Scott Standard 

Postage Stamp Catalogue. The sheet is valued at $200 in mint, never-hinged condition and $300 in 

favor canceled condition with full gum; those values have remained unchanged for many years. 

      The souvenir sheet was issued in July 1964 for the Olympic Games in Tokyo along with a set of 

six stamps (Scott 2921-2926). Although the souvenir sheet is not listed in the Scott catalog, dealers 

Stamp of the Month 
 

https://www.facebook.com/philately.information
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and collectors universally refer to it as Scott 2926A. The Scott catalog editors should do us all a favor 

and list it, because it is a key item in any collection of Soviet stamps. 

      Another unlisted souvenir sheet with the same design in red was issued. It is common and is valued 

at just $7 in mint, never-hinged condition and $3 in favor canceled condition. 

      As a market indicator for Soviet Union stamps, we have previously featured the imperforate 1r 

green souvenir sheet in mint, never-hinged condition in Stamp Market Tips eight times. Market values 

are given in parentheses after the dates of the columns: April 14, 2008 ($330); May 11, 2009 ($230); 

Dec. 10, 2012 ($150-$175); Jan. 13, 2014 ($225); Jan. 19, 2015 ($195-$200); Sept. 26, 2016 ($150-

$225); July 20, 2020 ($125-$150); and July 12, 2021 ($150-$175). 

      The current market value for the imperforate 1r green souvenir sheet in mint, never-hinged 

condition is $130 to $155. Although the value is down a bit, it seems to have held most of its value 

despite the rate of exchange for the ruble having tumbled to around 1¢. Some varieties and sheets 

with low serial numbers sell for higher prices. 

      Cacheted unaddressed first-day covers are uncommon and sell for more than the mint souvenir 

sheet. The souvenir sheet in favor canceled condition with full gum is scarcer than the mint sheet, but 

there is also less demand for it. 

 

Reference: https://www.linns.com/news/world-stamps-postal-history/soviet-union-1964-olympic-

gymnast-sheet-has-held-its-value 
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By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai. 
 
 
      This is the second part of the article on Classic paintings of individual old Masters which are 
featured on Christmas Stamps, with details of their other paintings also featured on stamps are shown 
and discussed in both parts of this article. The topic of the stamps discussed in this article is about the 
Masters of Classic art during the Renaissance period in Europe. The first part of this article appeared 
in the December 2023 issue of this Bulletin.  
 
      The original Classic art period is considered to be during the age of Greek and Roman Civilizations. 
During the Renaissance period in Europe, the realistic art, and beautiful life like works that existed 
during the Classic period, which coincided with the peak of Greek and Roman cultures and civilizations, 
was revived by the Master Renaissance artists we are writing about in this article, which are of course 
based on stamps that depict their art. More details are given here under.  
 
      Fortunately, adequate, well designed stamps exist to give an idea of art produced during the original 
Classical periods of history in Europe.  
 

GREEK PERIOD: 
 
      The artists living in the many Greek City States and Kingdoms were known for their realistic, 
accurate depiction of people, as well as accurate depictions of animals, birds, plants etc. etc. even 
when they were depicting scenes from their mythologies, folk tales and plays in their art. Some of their 
famous art works and sculptures, and designs on their coins, are depicted in the stamps shared here 
under, which includes the world famous, white marble   Statue of Venus found on the Greek island of 
Milos, and the statue of the discus throwing athlete, which has become a symbol of the modern Olympic 
Games. The Ancient Olympic games, during which competitions were held in between the best athletes 
from the various Greek City States and Kingdoms, in honour of their God Zues, was the model for the 
first Olympic games of the modern era, held at Athens in 1896. This was another theme that dominated 
their art, which included sculpting or painting of Athletes in action in various sporting disciplines, 
including running, discus and javelin throwing, wrestling etc. These are shown in a very realistic way 
in the various Greek works of art during this period, as these stamps illustrate.   (The Olympics that we 
see today, is a revival of the concept of Athletics and Sports Championships that the Greeks started, 
and therefore the Games viewed in the present world is called the Modern Olympics).  
 

Caption: Here are some stamps depicting the famous statues, busts and coins the Greek artists were 
famous for during the Classical period of European civilization, which ended with the fall of the Roman 
Empire. The Roman Empire had revived   the classic Greek art values, under Octavian / August Caesar, 
the famous Roman General, Julius Caesar’s nephew.  
 

         

Christmas Stamps & Paintings by Old Masters 
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The first set of stamps, shown on the top left, depicts the famous Ram horned Greek bust of Alexander 
the Great.  Many of the original Greek statues are see in broken condition, because of the wars fought 
in that area in the historical past, which destroyed many of the most famous works of art. In some 
cases, we get to know about the best Greek artistic works, due to copies made by Roman artists during 
the Roman classical art period. 
 
      Given hereunder are paintings and sculptures depicting Greek athletes. The first statue on the left, 
shows the well-known Discus thrower statue attributed to the Greek artist, Miron, which particular 
statue is seen on stamps of many nations, including USA, especially in connection with stamps issued 
for the Summer Olympics. Most of the stamps show one or other copies made by Roman artists of this 
famous statue. The busts shown on 2 of the stamps here under, depict a winner of the competition 
wearing a laurel wreath/ band on the head, to indicate he has attained victory in the event he competed 
in. During both these classical eras in history, women were not allowed to compete.  
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      Two famous works of art from the Greek period, are the Venus of Milo statue made of marble, and 
the partly broken statue showing Winged Victory of Samothrace, both of which are displayed at the 
Louvre Museum, Paris, France, along with other famous works of art from various periods of History, 
which include Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa, and another about half a million works from all over the world.  
 

     
 

 
 

Works of art found at the palace of Knossos, which is part of the remains of the ancient Minoan 
Civilization based on the island of Crete is also considered to be part of the art of this Classic period. 
This kingdom was famous for their various paintings and sculptures showing bulls, fishes of various 
types, ships and women bull fighters, and also their beautifully made vases. Since they were a sea 
bound, trading nation, quite a lot of sea life is shown in their paintings.  Their art also was the first to 
show landscapes, in the history of European art. Here are a few stamps showing Minoan art. This 
civilization lasted from about 3000 to 1100 B.C.   
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      After Alexander the Great of Greece had completed his conquest pf Persia and parts of India, and 
had left India around 326 -327 B.C.  the N.W. parts of the Indian subcontinent was left with a Greek 
legacy, including in the field of Art. The Greek- Bacterian rulers of Central Asia and N.W. India  
influenced what  became  known as the Gandhara School of Art, and it reached its peak during the 
Kushan Dynasty  rule of India, which at that time included areas now forming part of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. In most of India, the art developed under the huge Maurya and Gupta empires of India, 
however soon developed art that replaced the influence of the  Gandharva school art, but Buddhist art 
continued to prosper under these dynasties. The lions of the Ashoka Pillar, that forms our national 
symbol, and the art and sculpture found at the caves of Ajanta & Ellora etc show that the Gandhara 
school had a limited influence on Indian Art. (More information can be got from books like A.L. 
Basham’s “The Wonder That Was India” which has a lot of details about the art developed during this 
period, many of which works are shown in the 1st Indian Definitive set of stamps)   
 
      Hereunder, in the context of the Gandhara School of Art, on the left are shown 2 sculpted portraits 
of The Buddha, created in the Gandhara style of sculpture, which stamps are part of a set of 6 stamps 
issued by India post in 2007, to celebrate the 2550 years of Mahaparinirvana (or attainment of freedom 
from the eternal state of death and birth) of The Buddha. On the right is a Pakistani Miniature Sheet, 
showing an example of Gandhara (Indo-Greek) art, which was famous specially for its depiction of life 
like sculptures. 
 

      
 

 

ROMAN PERIOD: 
 
      The Classic period of Roman Civilization, can be said to have started from the installation of 
Octavian as Augustus Caesar in January 27 B.C. and to have lasted to the year of the division of Rome 
into Western and Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empires, during the rule of Emperor Constantine in 330 
A.D. Since the Roman Empire at its peak was in occupation of most of Europe up to the northern Rhine, 
including England, and parts of North Africa and the Middle East, Roman art is shown on stamps of 
many countries. One can see the influence of Greek art in a few of these, specially statues and busts 
of Romans. Roman art also included wall frescoes, glazed tile artwork and sculptures. 
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      A nation that preceded the rise of the Roman Empire, located on the Italian mainland, was a 
civilization called Etruscian, about which not much is known, but fortunately some of their classical art 
works have been unearthened, and are shared here.  
  
      The Roman artists are also considered to be of the Classical Period of Art, because of their lifelike 
depiction of people, animal and landscapes, as shown in the examples given here.  
 

     
 

Caption: Greek art had an influence on Roman art. The original of this statue of a discus thrower, 
attributed to a Greek artist, Miron, was copied by many leading Roman artists. The stamp on the right 
was issued by Italy for the Summer Olympic Games, held in 1960 at Rome. Two U.S. stamps showing 
this statue representing physical fitness in one case, and an issue for the centenary of the Modern 
Olympics in the other case, are also shared here. 
  

      Shared here under are stamps issued by various countries that were part of the Roman Empire at 
one time or another, showing classic Roman Empire art, which are shown alongside stamps issued by 
Italy for their own classical art.  These countries include Romania, France (then called Gaul), England, 
Cyprus, Tunisia, and former Italian colony in East Africa (which East African countries now form Eritrea 
& Somalia) 
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PRE-RENAISSANCE PERIOD: 
 
      In contrast to the art found during the Classical period, the art during the pre- Renaissance period 
were more formal and less   real life oriented. Certain formal depictions said to be from the Holy Land 
in the Middle East, which were said to have been made soon after the start of the Christian Era, were 
standardized on, especially with regard to religious themes and personalities during that period. These 
standardized features were copied by most artists while making their paintings, frescoes and sculptures 
during  this period.  Here are a few examples on stamps.    
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The above sections have been added to this 2nd part article, because it shows the styles and 
techniques used during the Antique, Classical Roman and Greek Civilization periods, and there 
after the Pre-Renaissance Middle Ages era, so that one can judge the influence of each of these 
periods with the style, methods and techniques used by the individual Masters of Classic 
Renaissance Art. The sections on the works of individual Classic Master artists of the Renaissance 
period, started in Part 1 of this article, are continued here under. Those interested can judge for 
themselves the influence of the above-mentioned periods of art and culture, on each artist discussed 
in this 2nd part article.  
 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH AND CHRISTMAS DAY: 
 
      Russia celebrate Christmas on 7th January each year, instead of 25th December, as that is the day 
marked by the Russian Orthodox Church, which is the Christian Church followed by many Russians. 
7th January is traditionally marked as Orthodox Christmas, as they follow the older Julian calendar, 
instead of the Gregorian calendar followed by most countries. 
 

      
 
      Under the Communist Regime, the Soviet Union did not encourage religious festivals, unlike the 
earlier Tsarist Regime, and therefore stamps for Christmas was not issued by USSR. However, after 
the 1960s, as the Soviet Union liberalized their regime, New Year stamps started to be issued, as 
shown on the example on the left. 1980 was an exception, perhaps because of the 1980 Summer 
Olympics at Moscow. A Soviet Union stamp showing a Santa and a Christmas tree is shared on this 
year 1980 Christmas stamps shown in the center, with the Mascot of the Moscow Summer Games, 
Mischa the Bear, prominently displayed. By the time the Russian Federation was formed after 1992, 
stamps for Christmas started to be issued annually, including some showing Santa Claus. The stamp 
on the right, issued by the Russian Federation, has Merry Christmas written on it in Russian. 



                                                              Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.95/January 2024 22 

David: 
 
      Gerard David (1460 - 1523) was an early Netherlandish painter, known for his brilliant use of 
colours. Very few facts are known about his life. He was said to be very successful in his life time and 
ran 2 workshops, one in Antwerp, and another in Bruges, both of which towns are in present day 
Belgium.  A US Christmas stamp which has his painting of a Madonna and Child is shown here: 
 

   
 

      David’s painting has also been used for a semi-postal stamp issued by Belgium for The Red Cross 
Charity, where a surcharge has been added towards this cause. This stamp is shared here.  
 

Durer: 
 

                                     
 

      Albrecht Durer (21st May 1471 - 6th April 1528), was well known for his paintings, woodcuts and 
printmaking during the German Renaissance period. Two of his self-portraits are shown on these 
German and Hungarian stamps, here above, whereas 2 stamps showing his paintings used for 
Christmas stamps, are shown here under.  Many other stamps have been issued featuring his 
woodcuts and paintings.  
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      Some of Durer’s famous art works and woodcuts on stamps are shared here: 
 

  
 

                               
 

 
El Greco: 
 
      El Greco (1541 - 1614) was a Greek artist named Domenikos Theotokopoulos. He 
became a prominent painter of the Spanish Renaissance period, after he moved to 
Toledo, Spain, where he lived and worked till his death there.  
 
      A Spanish Christmas stamp issued with his painting is shared here. 
 
      Some other paintings on stamps, showing   El Greco’s unique art style is shared 
here.  
 

       
                                                             

Fabritius: 
 
      Carol Pietersz Fabritius (1622 - 1654) was a student of Rembrandt, and worked at his studio at 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, but later developed his own artistic style, and showed expertise in 
judging perspective and lighting. He started his own Delft (Dutch) style of painting. Here are a few of 
his artworks on stamps, including one from a Cayman island set of Christmas stamps, which uses the 
same painting of his for the entire Christmas set, but has different face value for each stamp in the set. 
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      Some of his well known non-religious works shown here, include The Sentry which is shown on the 
(former) East Germany stamp, and his popular painting “The Goldfinch”, is shown on one of the 2 
stamps issued with his paintings by The Netherlands (Holland). 
 

 
 

Giotto: 
 
      Giotto di Bondone (1267-1337), also known as Giottus or just by the name Giotto, was another of 
the famous painters from Florence, Italy. He introduced the technique of drawing directly from life which 
had been neglected for about 200 years, which include accuracy in drawing, which, on an overall 
perspective, is the art of painting as we know it today.  
 

     
 

      Three of Giotto’s paintings are shared here above which were used for Christmas issues. These 
are   from among several of his famous paintings  found in Italy, and one of his Madonna paintings  
located  in a USA art Gallery.  
 

Grien: 
 
      Hans Baldung Grien (c.1484 - 1545), was considered one of the most gifted students of Albrecht 
Durer, and was a painter, printer, and engraver.  His extensive works of art was distinctive and full of 
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colour and pictured many scenes from allegories and mythology. His favourite colour was green, hence 
his nickname “Grien”. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                      
 

Giorgione: 
 
      Giorgione (1477-1510), or to give his full name, Giorgio Barbella de Castelfranco, was an Italian 
artist of the Rennaissance period, of the Venetian school. Together with his younger contemporary, 
Titian, he founded the Venetian school of painting, characterised with its use of colour and mood in the 
paintings.    
 
      Since the artist died by the time he was thirty, only about 6 paintings are clearly attribute to him, 
among which are the Madonna paintings found on the 2 Christmas stamps shared here. 
 

                   
 

Lippi: 
 
      Fra Filippo Lippi (c.1406 - 1469), was an early Renaissance master of a painting 
workshop, who taught many painters, the most famous of whom was Sandro Botticelli.  
One of his most famous paintings is in the Uffizi Gallery.  It  shows the Virgin , also 
called “Lippina”, adoring the baby Jesus . . Apart from the paintings in this famous art 
gallery of Florence, Italy; his paintings are also found in many other leading galleries 
including those in London, Munich, Paris and Rome.    

Two of his paintings, seen on the 
German 1985 Christmas stamp set is shared under 

h
e
r
e
. 

 

Another painting attributed to Gruin is 
shown under. 
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Memling: 
 
      Hans Memling (1430-1494), was an active painter of the old Netherlands painting school, and lived 
in Flanders. By 1465 he settled in Burges, now in Belgium, where he became a leading artist and 
master of a Workshop, painting portraits of many of the leading citizens too, apart from religious 
themes.  
 

       
 

Caption: Extreme left: This Madonna painting by Memling is one of the few classical paintings on a 
Canadian Christmas stamp. Second image: This painting is a partial detail of a painting at Arts 
Museum, Antwerp, Belgium, which setenant M.S. was used for the purpose of that year’s Belgian 
Christmas & New Year Greetings. Many Belgian Christmas Greetings are setenant MS’s like this and 
is also found to be combined with New Year greetings.  Third image: This Madonna portrait for a US 
Christmas stamp, was the first Madonna and Child theme stamp issued for Christmas by US Post.  
They were very apprehensive and careful when the stamp was issued in 1966, based on the Memling 
painting at The National Gallery of Art, Washington. The worries of the US Post office however proved 
to be wrong, as this stamp sold very well and no controversy took place, despite their fears. Therefore, 
it was reissued as the 1967 US Christmas stamp too, but with more details of 
the background and clothing, and in a taller format, as shown on the extreme 
right.   
 
      Apart from the Christmas paintings shown above, a Memling Madonna 
painting was also used for a French Red Cross semi-Postal Charity Stamp, as 
shown here under. Year after year, the French Postal services have been 
issuing such stamps to collect charity money for the Red Cross, and these 
stamps depict works by many famous European painters, as can be seen from 
this example. 
 
 
Michelangelo:  
 

      Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) is considered to be one of 
the greatest artists who ever lived. His amazing career 
encompassed the arts of painting, sculpture and even architecture. 
He was born in Florence, Italy and was determined to raise the status 
of his family by virtue of his art. This was partially fulfilled when he 
was taken into the family of one of the famous Medicis’, Lorenzo. 

Soon his many works for the Medicis impressed Pope Julius II, who commissioned 
him to paint the celebrated Sistine chapel frescoes, at the Vatican. He was buried 
with great pomp in Florence, after his death at the age of 89. 
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      Stamps issued to honour him include those depicting both famous paintings as well as sculptures 
made by him. The works of art by him shown here under, have been used for a Christmas stamp set 
in 1974 by Nicaragua, and has been downloaded from the internet by me, and is shared here, 
 

 
 

      During the 500th Anniversary of Michelangelo’s Birth, stamp sets were issued by various nations. 
Here Is a beautiful set issued by Grenada- Grenadines, which country is located in the West Indies.   
 

 
                          

 

      In 1991, when the paintings on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel was restored, the following stamps 
were issued by The Vatican to show the new, brighter colours after restoration, and a few others of his 
painting on stamps from my collection, are also shared here: 
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Murillo: 
 
      Bartolome Esteban Murillo (1617-1682), was a Spanish painter, who is best known for his religious 
works. He worked during the period which can be considered the end period of the Renaissance. 
 
      Although he is best known for his religious works, Murillo also produced considerable number of 
paintings of contemporary women and children too.  
 
 

        
 

 
Caption : The British Christmas stamp shown here, based on a Madonna painting by Murillo, was 
issued in 1968 and was the first British Christmas stamps based  on classical art, but the set  
unfortunately turned out to be the last British  Christmas stamp set based on classical art for the next 
3 1/2 decades. It was only the second Christmas set issued by Britain. The other 2 stamps in this set 
were “The adoration of the Shepherds” by an artist from the School of Seville, Spain,, and the other 
one, the 3rd in this set, is also on the same subject by Louis le Nain. (one of a family of 3 brothers who 
were artists in 17th century France).   
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Rembrandt: 
 

 
 
      Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-1669) of The Netherlands, is considered to be one of the greatest 
masters of paintings, with specialization on the effect of light and shade in paintings, as well as in the 
art of self- portraits, with a self-portrait for nearly every decade he lived. After 
he had settled in Amsterdam, Netherlands in 1631, Rembrandt became the 
leading portrait painter, combing the formality of portraiture required by society, 
along with his bold realism, and deep understanding of character. Unfortunately, 
after the death of his wife Saskia, in 1642, he became a recluse, but started 
painting   many landscapes, mythological figures, and scenes influenced by The 
Bible. Compared to other artists of his era, his paintings on The Madonna and 
The Nativity have been very few. I share the very first Christmas stamp of New 
Zealand, issued in 1960, which depicts one of the very few Christmas stamps 
which used a Rembrandt painting. 
 
      Here are a few other paintings by this masterful Dutch Artist.  
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Caption: Among the stamps here above, in the last row, the painting in the middle, shows Rembrandt 
during happier times with his wife, Saskia, who is also shown on the German stamp on the left, while 
the Soviet Union stamp on the right, shows one of his later paintings entitled “Return of the Prodigal 
Son”, which is displayed at the Hermitage Museum, Russia.  
 

 
 

Caption:  Shown on this stamp of The Netherlands (his native country) is one of the most famous 
paintings by Rembrandt, which is lovingly nicknamed The Nightwatch, but its full title is “Parade of the 
Civic Guard under Captain F. Banning Cocq”. This painting shows the central part  of the original work, 
and  was completed in 1642. 
 

 
Caption: The painting on a stamp of Paraguay, was the last group portrait painted by Rembrandt, and 
shows a painting that was originally installed at the Guildhall, Amsterdam. It shows the seated 
Chairman of   the Guild/ Staalhof, gesturing with his right hand. It is titled “The Staalmeesters”, and 
was painted in 1662. 
 
Robbia: 
 
      The Robbia family of Florence, Italy, is famous for their glazed terracotta and ceramic sculptures. 
Andrea della Robbia (1435-1525) is considered to be one of the greatest Renaissance period sculpture 
creators of his times, especially for sculptures made on ceramics. His uncle, Luca della Robbia (1400- 
1482), popularized the use of glazed terracotta for sculpture and was Andrea Robbia’s teacher.  
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      Some Christmas stamps issued by various countries using their sculptures are shown here.  
 

       
 

Caption: The Christmas stamps depicted here illustrate, for Ireland’s stamp on the left and the US 
stamp in the centre, sculpture/ ceramic works by Luca della Robbia, and the sculpture on the New 
Zealand stamp on the right, is by Andrea della Robbia. 
 
 
Rubens: 
 

 
 

      Peter Paul Rubens (1577-1640), was from Antwerp, which was then in The Netherlands, but now 
in Belgium, although he spent part of his early life in places in southern Germany. Hence a large 
number of stamps on Rubens have been issued by Belgium. He was the first artist from northern 
Europe to return from Italy and use what he had learnt after his return, especially in the context of 
religious subjects. However, many of his art works also show Flemish influence.  His paintings show 
great vitality, energy and passion which resulted in an output of more than 1000 art works by him. 
 

             
      
      Belgium has issued 2 Christmas stamps based on his Nativity paintings, which are shared here. 
Belgium normally issues combined Christmas & New Year stamps as seen from the wordings used on 
these stamps.   
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       Many of his famous paintings are featured on stamps, some of which are shared here: 
 

 

         
 

 

         
 

 

     
           

Caption: Although some of Ruben’s paintings deal with religious subjects, as seen above, a larger 
number are on other themes, including paintings showing his family members. On the top row, second 
from right, is a Vatican stamp honouring one of his famous paintings, ‘Madonna and Green Parrot’ 
which was issued for his 400th Birth Anniversary. 
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Caption: One of Rubens’s famous religious paintings is this one showing the painting “Descent from 
the Cross”.  The same is shown on the larger stamp here, on the left, in Monochrome, but on the right, 
on the Belgian Priority Post stamp, it is shown in the right portion of the stamp in colour. (This Priority 
stamp shows 3 famous paintings by different Belgian artists, for all 3 of which details have been given 
in this article. In fact, Belgium was a part of The Netherlands when these artists lived, so they’re often 
called Dutch artists.) 
 

      
 

 

Caption: One of the great painting commissions that Ruben’s received was the commission from Marie 
de Medici, the widow of King Henry IV of France. The work started in 1621. These paintings, details 
from some of which are shown on stamps here above, were for display at the Luxembourg Palace, 
which she built in Paris, France. Her son was King Louis XIII of France.  These more than 20 paintings, 
where a lot of mythological allusions were also used, made Ruben’s world famous. 
 

Sirani: 
 
      Elisabetta Sirani (8 January 1638 – 28 August 1665) was one of the few women artists of the 
Renaissance period whose artistic skills made her famous. She was a native of Bologna, Italy. Her 
father was also an artist, and she not only learnt painting and printmaking from her father, but was 
perhaps the first woman art teacher who taught other women in Europe. 
 
      Her painting of a nativity scene was used for a U.S. Christmas stamp, which is shown here. As 
usually applicable to US Christmas stamps, the original is housed at an U.S. art gallery. 
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Sassoferrato: 
 

      Giovanni Battista Salvi da Sassoferrato (1609 -1685), was also known as 
Giovanni Battista Salvi, but was often called as Sassoferrato, thus being named 
after his birthplace. This was customary in his times, for example, as in the case 
of da Vinci and Caravaggio etc.  
 
      He was mentored by Italian artists like Guido Reni, and his works show 
influence of artist Albretch Durer, but above all of Raphael. 
 
      His paintings have been used for Christmas stamps of countries like USA, Republic of Ireland and 
New Zealand, 2 of which are shown below.  
 

             
   

 
Tiepolo:  
 
      Giovanni Battista Tiepolo (1696-1770), also 
known as Giambattista Tiepolo, was a well-
known painter and printmaker from the then 
Republic of Venice and considered an important 
member of the Venice school of Art of Italy. He 
painted many art works, and also worked in 
Germany and Spain, in addition to Italy. I share 2 
Christmas stamps with his paintings on them.   
 
 

      Here are examples of Tiepolo’s non- 
Christmas stamp related paintings. shown  on   
stamps .  
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Toscani: 
 
      Giovanni Francesco Toscani (1372-1430) was an Italian painter from Florence, Italy.  
 
      This Australian Christmas stamp set has been issued using one of his paintings.  
 

           
 

Titian: 
 

 

 

                             
 

 

      Tiziano Vecellio (about 1490-1576) was an Italian artist of the Venetian Renaissance school of 
Italy. He is commonly known as Titian among English speaking people.  He was considered the most 
important member of this school in the 16th century. He was among the most versatile among the Italian 
painters, equally adept with portraits, landscape backgrounds, mythology and religious subjects.  
 
      His painting was used on the New Zealand Christmas stamp of 1963. 
 

 

      Other stamps with his paintings are shared here too. 
 

                    `                   
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 Van Eyck: 
 
      Jan Van Eyck (c.1390-1441), was a painter of the Flemish school, which was then part of 
Netherlands, and is now part of Belgium. He was linked to Ghent in his early years, and later set up a 
studio in Burges and worked there in the later period of his life.  
 
      He was known for quality over quantity in his works, and sadly 
only 20 of his works have survived.  His paintings show a very high 
quality of realism and accuracy using well defined oil painting 
techniques. He painted the effects of light in his pictures like no one 
before him, as shown in the Australian Christmas stamp and was 
the first to sign his own name on his paintings. Many attributes his 
initiatives   to changes that took place in western painting 
techniques, after his lifetime.  
 
      Two of his famous religious paintings used for Christmas 
stamps by Australia and USA are shown here.  
 
      Here are two other paintings by this famous painter.  
 

             
 

Caption: The Belgian stamp on the left has parts of three paintings shown in it. The top, framed painting 
is by Van Eyck, the partial one on the right is from a painting by Rubens, and the partial painting on the 
lower left is by Dieric Bouts The one by Bouts was alreadyy discussed in Part 1 of this article.  
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As is the case with all the other stamp filled articles written in the past, this 2-part article aims to show 
how accurately and interestingly stamps reflect the many varied and interesting facts and information 
about the world we live in. With so much to learn about, stamps can prove to be a micro- world which 
can make our life interesting.  Therefore, this article does not stop at sharing information about few 
specified countries or stamps, but also shares backgrounds to the context or periods which influenced 
or created the grounds for such art to be made by various well-known artists, and there after issued on 
stamps.  
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By Swamynathan R, Mumbai 
 

    The second solution to the popularise philately or future of philately is with emphasis on two topics : 
 

• Philately items with postal theme provides a window to learn a lot about the postal history  

• Pursuing philately for participating is another philately solution of the future. Philately exhibitions 
have always enjoyed a special status due to the recognition factor. 

 
    Both these topics require effort in study and research. 

 

Postal History(in Brief) 
 
      Prior to technology, postal communication was the only means distance communication and even 
today, postal communication is playing an important role in logistics and distance communication along 
with digital communication.  

 
      The physical communication developed from a single road of Royal Road established in 522 BC to 
complex network of roads of Thurns and Taxis of 1400. 

 

 
 

      Evolution of organised postal system as a service provider originates with the establishment of 
Royal Mail in England in the year 1516 and has influenced the postal system of many countries. 
Distance communication changed with the following developments: 
 

• The introduction of pre-paid system for postal charges by way of postage stamp was the first step 
in simplifying the postal system. 

 
 

• With the sea route and land discoveries in the 16th century gave rise to international trade & 
commerce and colonies around the world mainly the England, France, Dutch, Spain and Portugal. 
The interaction of colonies with their mother land increasing trade & commerce resulting in increase 
in foreign mails by sea. 

Philately of the Future - A Possible Solution-2 
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• With the favourable conditions in Egypt by late 1700 and end of Napoleon War in 1815, new sea 
routes via Mediterranean Sea and faster sea travel by introduction of steam ship expanded the 
international trade & commerce and colonies resulting in the need for increasing international postal 
system with England having the largest international postal system. 

 

 
 

• With the invention of railway transport and air transport in 19th and 20th century respectively, the 
postal system embraced the modern transport system for faster conveyance of mails. 
 

 
 

• Establishment of Universal Postal Union(UPU) in 1874 made the letter communication throughout 
the world affordable and easy.  

 
 

      With the above historical background the evolution of posts around the world can be studied in the 
following topics: 
 

• Early Postal History-(Ancient-Medieval-Modern) 

• Genesis of Postage Stamp 

• Evolution of Royal Mail 

• Communication between England and North America 

• Communication between England and India, Far East Asia, Singapore, Australia 

• Evolution of Air Mails( UK to Australia via India) 

• Evolution of posts in Europe and Mediterranean 

• Evolution of Posts in India 

• Evolution of Railways in India 

• Evolution of Roads in India 
Many more topics 
 

Philatelic Exhibition 
 
      Pursuing philately for participating in philatelic exhibition have always had an upper hand since the 
start of the first philatelic exhibition in the late 1800. Recognition associated with the philately exhibition 
attracts the philately enthusiasts. Philatelic exhibitors must follow the exhibition guidelines and rules. 
The exhibitors collections are guided based on exhibition guidelines and rules. The exhibitors need to 
have a long term plan  and focus on his chosen topic of exhibit. Participating in philatelic exhibition 
requires lot of investment, time and effort to fulfil the strict exhibit rules & guidelines.  
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Conclusion 
 
      In spite of dominant digital communication, physical communication through postal organisation 
has a unique place in philately and philately is an outcome of postal system.  
 
 

********************** 
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Mangaluru 
22.12.2023  
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18.12.2023 

 

New Special/Permanent Pictorial Cancellations 
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By Kumar Biswas, 
Member - Petroleum Philatelic Society International, U.K. 

 
- 'Give me back that postage stamp or accept this termination letter for your job!' 

 
      Something like this might have happened related to a particular postage stamp. The order was 
given by none other than C.I.A. (Central Intelligence Agency) of USA, the civilian foreign intelligence 
service of the federal government of the United States, to a few of its own employees. Subsequently, 
the stamp became famous as 'CIA invert'. Otherwise, it had nothing to do with the activities of C.I.A. to 
commemorate. It was a definitive stamp and was purely related to philately. 
 
      On 02 July, 1979, the United States Postal Service (USPS) issued a postage stamp (Scott 1610) 
of face value $1, depicting a candle holder with burning candle (rush lamp), under Americana series. 
“America’s Light Fueled By Truth and Reason” was written on the stamp. The issue of definitive postage 
stamps of USPS, under Americana series, was in place from 1975 to 1981. The Americana Series 
superseded the Prominent Americans series, and was in turn superseded by the Great Americans 
series and the Transportation coils.  
 

 
 
      One day, C.I.A. sent one Steve Lambert, its employee to the post office in McLean, Virginia to buy 
a few postage stamps for official purposes. He went to the post office and purchased a partial sheet 
having 95 number of $1 stamp and returned to the office. A few days later, another employee of C.I.A. 
found that there were a few errors in those stamps. There was a mis-match in the direction between 
the flame of the burning candle and the candle holder or rather they are opposite to each other. 
Similarly, with respect to the flame, the writings were too inverted. He made a brilliant discovery (in the 
year 1985). 
 
      Subsequently, Steve shared this information confidentially with a close group of his colleague, 
comprising seven male and two female C.I.A employees (total nine). It was a single pane of $1 candle-
stand stamps. But out of one hundred stamps of the pane, five were already sold off before by the post 
office person to some other unknown customers. So, the pane or the sheet was having ninety-five 
stamps in it - all with identical error. The selvedge part of the pane which carried the plate number was 
missing. They smelt the financial potential of this finding.  
 

The CIA Invert 
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      The group of nine C.I.A. employees began making strategy to capitalise the new found treasure. 
They discussed among themselves and finally came out with the idea that at first they would replace 
the error pane with normal stamps by purchasing from the post office. Once they replace the errors 
with valid ones, they would divide the booty among themselves. According to the plan, under the secret 
operation within C.I.A. office, they pooled the total amount, purchased ninety-five number of normal 
stamps and substituted them in the office for error stamps. By giving normal candle-stamps to the 
office, those error stamps came under their possession, which later became famous as ‘CIA Invert’ 
(Scott 1610c). Each one of them kept one stamp and decided to dispose of the balance (95-9 = 86 
stamps) for profit to an auctioneer. They contacted Ike Snyder, the stamp dealer from Annandale, 
Virginia. Snyder, in turn, suggested them to contact Jacques C. Schiff, Jr., the error stamp dealer of 
New Jersey. When contacted, Schiff asked them to meet him as quickly as possible. Even he was 
ready to reimburse the airfare for travel.  
 
      On 02 April, 1986, one person on behalf of the group, visited the office of Schiff at Ridgefield, New 
Jersey. The C.I.A. person wanted $100,000 for the part pane with 85 intact and one damaged stamps. 
Schiff, being a cunning businessman gave a counter offer of meagre $25,000. A tough bargain followed 
between two sides. In spite of the best effort by the group side, the dealer didn’t budge from his initial 
offer of $25,000. Reluctantly, the representative of the group agreed for the offered amount, 
conditionally. Schiff agreed to the condition that come what may, the identity of the sellers would not 
be disclosed to anyone. He issued nine  cheques, each for an amount of $2,777.78 for the purchase 
of the partial pane of 85 intact mint stamps ($2,777.78 X 9 = $25,000). One damaged stamp (86th one) 
was given to him as complimentary.  
 
      Such news could not be kept secret for longer time and somehow it reached the media houses. 
What subsequently followed was media blitzkrieg through print and audio-visual network (newspapers 
- The New York Times and CBS news, tv channels etc.).  
 
      Fred Boughner first brought the CIA Invert story to general public through Linn’s Stamp News (issue 
11 August, 1986). In the story, it was reported that those stamps were bought by a small business in 
Fairfax, Virginia. Subsequently, Don Sundman, president of Mystic Stamp Co., filed a Freedom of 
Information Act request with the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The printing agency revealed the 
involvement of C.I.A. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing had launched an investigation. It had 
concluded that this was a genuine error which had slipped all checkpoints prevailing at that point of 
time. 
 
      The office of C.I.A. was alerted about CIA Invert which was a big sensation by that time. The agency 
started their own internal ethics investigation and all nine employees involved in the matter were 
identified. The office contented that those stamps were purchased with government fund and hence 
they are properties of the state. They are liable for punishment for using government’s property for 
personal gain – a gross misconduct. Those employees were ordered to return those stamps from their 
possession or face imprisonment of ten years and a fine of $ 10,000.  
 
      Four employees (including two ladies) returned their CIA Invert to the office and retained their jobs 
and the one who claimed that his precious stamp has been lost, continued in the service. On 01 
November 1990, C.I.A. donated the recovered CIA Inverts (four in number) to Smithsonian National 
Postal Museum. Balance four employees (including Lambert), who refused to return their ‘jewels’ were 
terminated from the job by C.I.A. Nearly twenty years later, the former C.I.A. person who had claimed 
that his stamp was lost, approached Mystic Stamp Company to sell the ‘lost’ stamp.  
 
      At Smithsonian National Postal Museum, one CIA Invert was placed for display which was donated 
by Don Sundman, the President of Mystic Stamp Company. These $1 stamps of Americana Series 
were printed in sheets of 400. Therefore, beside this discovered partial pane of 86 stamps, three more 
panes each of 100 stamps must have been printed.  
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      As per the latest information available, in year 2004, one block of four CIA Invert was sold for 
$60,000 and another block was sold for $71,875 in 2015. It is said that only three such block exists 
with the collectors. 
 
      A new block of four CIA Invert, with intaglio plate number 40971 have appeared on the internet. In 
all probabilities, it was from the second pane. According to plate number, it was printed between 04 
November - 05 December 1985. 
 
      However, pane number three and four have vanished in thin air without leaving any clue about their 
whereabouts. Their existence or destruction has been left to the imagination of the philatelists. May be 
someday in future, some of them may surface from the closet of some unknown collector. 
 
Webliography: 
https://www.stampcommunity.org/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=84105 
https://www.linns.com/news/us-stamps-postal-history/cia-invert-revisited-how-did-it-occur 
https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/DOC_0001057538.pdf 
https://info.mysticstamp.com/learn/cia-inverts/ 
https://www.linns.com/news/us-stamps-postal-history/stamps-from-second-cia-invert-pane-found 
 
Blog link: https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/2023/11/the-cia-invert.html 
 
Disclaimer: 
 
The noble objective of this blog, is to promote the hobby of philately through images of stamps, a few pictures and related 
narration. The scans of a few stamps, featured in this blogpost are mine while others (sourced from internet) are properties 
of their respective owners. No intention to infringe any type of copyright.  
 
The information provided in the article is for general informational purposes only. All information is provided in good faith. 
This is only for sharing of knowledge of philately with philatelist fraternity of the world. No commercial or political angle, 
whatsoever, is involved. This is not a historical document. Apologies in advance, should there be any inadvertent error. 
Under no circumstances, I shall have any liability for reliance on any information provided in the story. 
 

*************.  
 

 

I S JAIN, JAIPUR 
 

We deal in India used stamps 
 

• Used commemorative 
 

Year Packs 

Themes also available 

100, 200, 500 different packets 

Individual stamps on demand 

•  Definitive series sets 

 

• Service Stamps 

 

• Meghdoot postcards 100 

different 
 

    Contact: 
I S JAIN 

463, Nemi Sagar Colony, Vashali, Jaipur-302 021 
 

Mobile: 9413975383.         WhatsApp: 9079830757 
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Israel 
 

Israel-Guatemala 75 Years of Friendship 
 

Early Wine Industry - Sarona Winer 
 
 

    
 
 

Issued on 12.12.2023 
 
 
 
 
 

Bosnia and Herzegovina - Republic of Srpska 
 

Airplanes 
 

 

   
 
 

Issued on 20.12.2023 
 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+ 
 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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VIJAYAPURA : 16 September 2023 

Sainik School Bijapur 
 

BHUBANESWAR : 09 November 2023 
Intrnational Convention on Millets 

  

JAGATSINGHPUR : 25 November 2023 
Srikrishna Academy, Jagatsinghpur 

 

MUMBAI : 02 December 2023 
Kasturi Cotton Bharat 

  
PUNE : 06 December 2023 

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Pune 
PUNE : 06 December 2023 

Blades of Glory 
 

  
PUNE  : 07 December 2023 

Poona Guest House 
PUNE : 07 December 2023 

Mahadji Shinde Chhatri 
 

New Special Covers 
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VARANASI : 12 December 2023 

International Year of Millets 
VADODARA : 19 December 2023 

36th All India Postal Volleyball Tournament 
 

  
DONJE BRANCH PO : 21 December 2023 

350th Year of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s Coronation 
KALARABANK : 23 December 2023 

Kalarabank High School, Kalarabank, Cuttack 
 

 
SION : 24 December 2023 

Mohammed Rafi Birth Centenary Celebrations 
 

 

 
Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.  Please send the matter in A4 size 

Word format.  Send the clear images in separate files. 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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EFIRO 2024 

      A specialized World Stamp Exhibition EFIRO 2024 will be held at the National 
Library of Romania, Bucharest, Romania from 16 to 19 April 2024.  Usual classes 
are available for participation, plus a new Experimental Class for 2 or 3 Frame 
Exhibits.  Smt. Savita Jhingan is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp 
No.9811160884) and Shri. Kapil Gogri is the Apprentice National Commissioner 
(WhatsApp No.9821111140) 

      More details are available at https://www.efiro.ro/rules.php  

 

PHILAKOREA-2024 

      A FIP recognised Specialised World Stamp Champion Exhibition 
PHILAKOREA-2024 will be held at Seoul, South Korea from 15 to 19 August 2024. 
 

      More details awaited. 
 

 

 

MELBOURNE 2025 

 
      The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne, 
Australia will be held in 2025. 
 

      More details awaited. 
 
 

 
KARNAPEX 2024 
 

      A state level philatelic exhibition was organised by the Department of Posts, 
Karnataka Circle, at Sree Kanteerava Stadium, Sampangi Rama Nagara, Bengaluru 
from 5th to 8th  January 2024.  During this exhibition special covers will be brought out 
on all days.  There will be a variety of activities like Letter Writing, Treasure Hunt, Quiz 
etc.  Residents of Karnataka state are eligible to participate in the exhibition.  There will 
be a total of 600 frames available to accommodate 16 pages of A4 size exhibits in each 
frame.  More details can be avaialble from https://www.karnapex2024.in  

 
 

EUROPHILEX-2025 
 

      EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held at Birmingham.  The extended dates of 
European Philatelic Exhibition will be on 7th to 11th May 2025.  This is the first 
time ever, Britain has decided to move its international exhibition out of 
London.  Birmingham is the country’s second city, which is located in the centre 
of England, surrounded by a massive population and several other large cities. 

 
      More details awaited. 

Forthcoming Events 
 

https://www.efiro.ro/rules.php
https://www.karnapex2024.in/
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PALMPEX-2024 
 
      Palakkad District Philatelic Exhibition will be held on 10th and 11th January 
2024 at Sree Parvathy Mandapam, Chandra Nagar, Palakkad-678007.  The 
exhibition is organised by Palakkad and Ottapalam Postal Divisions.  Special 
covers will be issued in both days on different themes.  Dealers booths will 
be provided on a rental of Rs.7000/- for the duration of the exhibition.  
Competition on letter writing, stamp designing, painting philatelic quiz etc. will 

be conducted for school children during the exhibition.  Cultural programmes by the members of postal 
staff will also be held on both days. 
 
      More details can be available on: Phone: 0491-2546315, 2544740. 
 
GANDHIPEX-2024 
 
      Department of Posts, Ahmedabad Circle Office organised a Philatelic Exhibition named 
Gandhipex-2024 from 27 to 30 January 2024 in Second Floor, Speed Post Bhavan, Shahibaug, 
Ahmedabad-380004.  The theme of the exhibition will be “Gandhi & Ramrajya”  Around 200 frames will 
be arranged to display the award winning exhibits of Mahatma Gandhi.  Those who wish to exhibit their 
collection are requested to contact the Philatelic Bureau, Ahmedabad.   Tel No. 079-25501248 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
 

www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
www.indiamintstamp.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVI. No.192 (Dec. 2023) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June & 
July. 2022) 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.172 - 174 (Oct 2022 - Apl 2023) 
Filacap – online. No.250 (December 2023) 
The Fila Capsule No.2 (July-September 2023) 
 

 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 

 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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