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Dear Friends, 
 

      After a waiting of centuries, the consecration ceremony of Shri Ram Temple at Ayodhya was 
completed on 22 January 2024.  In connection with this event many philatelic products were released 
in different parts of the country.  The official stamp release by the Department of Posts(DOP) was held 
on 18.1.2024 by Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi.  He released a souvenir sheet containing 6 
stamps.  Components of the design include the Ram Mandir, Choupai 'Mangal Bhavan Amangal Hari', 
Sun, Sarayu River and Sculptures in and around the Temple.  Even though the face value of each 
stamp is Rs.5/- totalling Rs.30/-, the souvenir sheet is being sold at Rs.100/-  The reason for this high 
premium, DOP says that the stamps incorporate  soil from Ayodhya, Saryu river water and sandalwood 
fragrance.  If we affix this souvenir sheet in an envelope and send it through the postal department, the 
department will consider only the face value of Rs.30/- as its tariff.  So issuing this type of philatelic 
materials reveals that it is only to make profit to the department. I request DOP please don’t release 
such issues in future. 
 

      Shri. Modi also released a book titled “Ramayana” with colourful illustrations of stamps released 
on Lord Ram around the world.  The book is available in pdf format also.  Postal department also 
released a Permanent Pictorial Cancellation of Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple at Ayodhya Post 
Office.  In addition to these, there are many other pictorial cancellations, special covers, postcards etc 
were released in many places.  Collectors are requested to acquire these items and construct a 
thematic collection of Ram Janmabhoomi. 
 

      Nothing more at this time.  Happy Collecting. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile No: 9387801948 

 

 
 

Editorial 
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Dear Editor, 
 
      Compliment you for well written editorial “POOR QUALITY INDIAN ISSUES” this is very true. You 
somehow missed to mention about India – Mauritus Diplomatic issue Miniature sheet, looks like 
Railway ticket. See copy of my letter to India Post. Since year 2020 India Post Philately very much 
declined about which I always written to them.  
 
      I always enjoy reading this newsletter and also glad to see various activities on Philatelic being 
done by this society. I can proudly say in India this is the best newsletter on Philately. I congratulate 
entire team of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association. 
 

 
 

Pradip Jain 
Patna 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
      Thanks for the jan 2024 bulletin. 
 
      A giant souvenir sheet was issued on 22 October 2023 on the 125th Anniversary of Scindia School 
with a stamp value of Rs.5, the souvenir sheet cost Rs.20/-. and FDC, which is much smaller than the 
souvenir sheet. 
 
      I think probably DOP tried to follow the latest trend of using Artificial Intelligence (AI) in selecting 
the size of a souvenir sheet and price based on the size of the sheet. Most probably the FDC was not 

Readers’ Column 
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designed using AI and hence there is a mismatch. Ideally for this issue an A3 size Jumbo FDC priced 
at least Rs.150/- plus would have brought more revenue to DOP.  
 
      Attached herewith please find a copy of the FDC received from the Philatelic Bureau, where the 
FDC and the souvenir sheet both have lost their value. The front side of the FDC is fully covered and 
hardly any indication of FDC, the back side is not presentable as the text of the souvenir sheet is upside 
down due to the fold, also the flap of the FDC is permanently closed. I wonder what is the use of such 
FDC, if it cannot be displayed in any exhibit.  
 
      It seems that DOP wants to discourage collection of FDC by making such blunders 
and delaying availability of stamps and FDCs in Philatelic Bureaus, and then stop issuing FDC on the 
pretext of low sale just like information sheets. (I received this FDC just two days back from the 
Philatelic Bureau).  
 
      I hope and pray, in the interest of philately, office bearers of PAC, PCI ... will take up the matter 
strongly with DOP.  
 

       
 

   
 

      Two part series on" Christmas stamps and paintings" by Shri. Abhijit De  and "The CIA Invert" by 
Shri. Kumar Biswas was an interesting read. Thanks a ton to both of them. 
 
      Wishing all Members a very Happy New Year. 
 
      Best regards 
 

Mohan Vaze 
Vadodara 

 
      Surely, at leisure, will browse through this interesting digital mag, a novel one I must admit and 
revert to you. Of course, as a mere reader and not by any standard, an expert on philately. Wish your 
endeavour all success... ** By the way, at the very first glance of the title of your magazine, I presumed 
it to be from an enthusiast from Anantapur, a district in Andhra Pradesh, skirting the Karnataka!!! Well, 
you're a Naatkaran from God's Own Country!!! 
 

Suresh Panje  
On Face Book of Pan India Pictorial Cancellations 
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Sir,  
 
      Your creation of the Monthly Bulletin is very informative with Philatelic news shared. No doubt, It is 
a very outstanding Philatelic Bulletin. 
 

      You are covering International & National level Philatelic information every month. I learnt more 
Philatelic information from this bulletin. 
  
      My small and humble request to you, please prepare a Yearly consolidated stamp Bulletin including 
the following  items. 
  
1. 2024 Issued Indian stamps 

2. 2024 Issued Special covers 

3. 2024 issued New Permanent Pictorial cancellation 

4. 2024 issued Special cancellation 

5. 2024 APA members got a medal for winning district, state , national & International level. 
6. Renowned Philatelist died in India level in  the year of 2024 

7.   New members admitted in APA. 
  Etc....... 
  
     If this is prepared, it will be very useful to all other Indian Philatelists.  It is a humble request to you 
sir. 
  

               C.Madhavan,  
Philatelist. #mmmstamps. 

 
Dear Madhavan, 
  
We are including all the items you listed above in the respective months of bulletin except Sl No.7. The new 
members joining in APA is an internal matter. Also publishing it in the magazine is not useful to readers. Medal 
winners of APA are being published in the magazine under Association News and also consolidated in the 
Yearly Reports of APA every year. So consolidated yearly issues are not in our mind.  
 
  

.Editor 
 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 
 

Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment 

 
Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue 

For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 
 

For details contact: 9387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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                Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Temple 
 
 

 
                    Denomination: Rs.5-00 x 6 
        Issued in Miniature Sheet form only Rs.100-00 
                       Issued on 18.01.2024 

 
Inclusive Elections - 

Election Commission of India 
 

 

 
 

 
Bharat-The Mother of Democracy 

 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 x 3 
Miniature Sheet: Rs.15-00 

Issued on 25.01.2024 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 25.01.2024 

 
 

The Bombay Sappers War 
Memorial 

 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 31.01.2024 

 

New Indian Issues 

 
 

100th Birth Centenary of 
Karpoori Thakur 

 

                 
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 24.01.2024 
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PHILATELIC YOUTH PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITY 

      In connection with DAV Schools, 5th United Annual Festival (All India), Philatelic Promotional 
Activities were organised by the Department of Posts (DOP) in collaboration with Philatelic Congress 
of India (PCI) at the sprawling complex of Ram Sheth Thakur Sports Complex, Ulwe, Navi Mumbai on 
20th & 21st January 2024. 

      The DOP Pavilion was quite nicely done and the Navi Mumbai Division personnel from DOP were 
seen working hard and quite enthusiastic. Overall nice exposure of philately to all visitors in great 
numbers. The presence and participation of DOP officials, members of PSI, PCI and other philatelists 
was quite fruitful. 

       

      A Special cancellation was released by DOP on the first day. i.e. 20th January 2024. 

      A congregation of a few hundred schools from all over India. A huge gathering of students and 
teachers showed great interest in the 80-frame display pavilion of specially curated youth themes and 
Philatelic Exhibits mainly from the Maharashtra region which were organised by PCI in a very short 
time. 

 
 

Small batches of teachers and students were shown presentations and live explanations at the frames. 

News in Brief 
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      The programme was a great success in terms of responses received.  

       

      Schools were requested to register their name by email to pci.youth.academy@gmai.com with their 
school details. The event was well publicised by PCI and PSI and several Philatelists actively also 
participated physically at the event, viz. Rajesh Kumar Bagri, Secretary, PCI, A.T. Haji, Dhananjay 
Divekar, Surendra Kotadia, Kapil Gogri, Gunvant Shah, Ulhas Chogle, Umesh Jadav and others. 

      The activities were coordinated by Kapil Gogri, Secretary, of PCI.  The exhibitors were kind enough 
to send their exhibits on short notice for the display of their exhibits at the event at the call of PCI. 

      PCI Secretary Shri. Rajesh Kumar Bagri thanks to all for their valuable cooperation and attention. 

 
PHILATELIC EXHIBITION AT LEO MATRICULATION SCHOOL, CHENNAI 

      Shri P S Seshadri, Senior Philatelist of Chennai conducted a two-day Philately exhibition at Leo 
Matriculation School, Anna Nagar West, Chennai-101. It was a request from Rotary club of Gemini. 

      Vibrant India, Butterflies, First Day Covers of India and Isle of man, Army covers (56APO), Stamps 
on Indian culture, heritage and history were the topics on which 300 sheets were displayed.  

 

      Students and parents witnessed the display.  This is the first time such stamp exhibition was 
organized in that school. 

      At the end of the second day, a Quiz program was conducted. (In a casual manner) 
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PHILATELIC EXHIBITION ON RAMAYANA 
 
       

      A 4 frame exhibition on "Ramayan - A Philatelic Tribute" by 
Renowned Philatelist, Dr M R Ramesh Kumar, Former President, Goa 
Philately and Numismatics, Goa is being displayed  at the Philatelic 
Bureau, Panaji, Goa was inaugurated by Shri Ramesh P Patil, DPS, 
Goa  Region, Goa along with SSPO, Shri Sanjay, Senior Post Master, 
Shri G S Rane. Sharing a few images. The exhibition is open up to 5 
February, 2024. 

 
 

            
 

 

PONNIYIN SELVAN SPECIAL COVERS 
 
      A series of 6 special covers depicting paintings of late Shri. Maniam drawn exclusively for Kalki’s 
Ponniyin Selvan was released on 26 January 2024, the birth centenary of the artist at Brihadeeswara 
Temple, Thanjavur.  The cover was released by Ms. T. Nirmala Devi, PMG Central Region, Tamilnadu 
Circle by handing over it to Smt. Rajasri Babaji Rajah Sahib Bhonsle Chhatrapati (Senior Prince of 
Thanjavur) and Maniam Selven (Artist & also son of Maniam). 
 

 
 

 
 

      No Special Cancellation was released on the occasion.  Hence the covers cancelled with ordinary 
date cancellations and Permanent Pictorial Cancellation of Thanjavur.  In Tamilnadu Central Region, 
these are the first set of special covers without special cancellations.  The cost of each cover is Rs.50/- 
and cancelled cover is Rs.55/- 

Courtesy: S. Vijayakumar, Lalgudi 
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PRIME MINISTER RELEASED SHRI RAM JANMABHOOMI STAMPS 
 
      On18.01.2024 Prime Minister Narendra Modi released Commemorative Postage Stamps on Shri 
Ram Janmbhoomi Mandir and a book of stamps issued on Lord Ram around the world. Components 
of the design include the Ram Mandir, Choupai 'Mangal Bhavan Amangal Hari', Sun, Sarayu River and 
Sculptures in and around the Temple.  Stamps incorporate soil from Ayodhya, Saryu river water and 
sandalwood fragrance. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

By K Sridhar, Mangalore 
 

      This is in continuation with last month’s article.  
 
      In Estonia, a lighthouse is known as “Tuletorn”… 
 
      The 2015 0.55-euro Estonian Lighthouse stamp features 
Tahkuna Lighthouse, a white-painted round cast iron tower with a 
lantern and gallery.   
 
      Positioned at the northernmost point of Hiiumaa, it overlooks 
the mouth of the Gulf of Finland. 
 

 
       In Latvia, a lighthouse is known as “Bāka”… 
 
 
      The 2003 Latvian Lighthouse stamp features Kolkas Lighthouse, a red-
painted round cast iron tower adorned with a lantern and double gallery.   
 
      Enclosed by an octagonal seawall, the lighthouse complex includes the 
keeper’s house and other structures, serving as a vital guide for ships 
navigating the perilous waters around Cape Kolka. 
 

Lighthouse Corner 
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By Dr. M. R. Ramesh Kumar, 
 

 
      Ramayana, (Sanskrit: “Rama’s Journey”) shorter of the two great epic poems of India, the other 
being the Mahbabharata (“Great Epic of the Bharata Dynasty”). The Ramayana was composed in 
Sanskrit, probably not before 300 BCE, by the poet Maharishi Valmiki and in its present form consists 
of some 24,000 couplets divided into the following seven chapters. 
 
➢ Bala Kanda 

➢ Ayodhya Kanda 

➢ Aranya Kanda 

➢ Kishkindha Kanda 

➢ Sundara Kanda 

➢ Yuddha Kanda 

➢ Uttara Kanda 

      The poem describes the royal birth of the god Rama in the kingdom of Ayodhya (Oudh), his tutelage 
under the sage Vishvamitra, and his success in bending Shiva’s mighty bow at the bridegroom 
tournament of Sita, the daughter of King Janaka, thus winning her for his wife. After Rama is banished 
from his position as heir to the kingdom through a palace intrigue, he retreats to the forest with his wife 
and his favourite half brother, Lakshmana, to spend 14 years in exile. There Ravana, the demon-king 
of Lanka, carries off Sita to his capital while her two protectors are busy pursuing a golden deer sent 
to the forest to mislead them. Sita resolutely rejects Ravana’s attentions, and Rama and his brother 
set out to rescue her. After numerous adventures, they enter into alliance with Sugriva, king of the 
monkeys, and, with the assistance of the monkey-general Hanuman and Ravana’s own brother, 
Vibhishana, they attack Lanka. Rama slays Ravana and rescues Sita, who undergoes an ordeal by fire 
in order to clear herself of suspicions of infidelity. When they return to Ayodhya, however, Rama learns 
that the people still question the queen’s chastity, and he banishes her to the forest. There she meets 
the sage Valmiki (the reputed author of the Ramayana) and at his hermitage gives birth to Rama’s two 
sons. The family is reunited when the sons come of age, but Sita, after again protesting her innocence, 
plunges into the earth, her mother, who receives her and swallows her up. 

      The story also spread in various forms throughout Southeast Asia (especially Cambodia, Indonesia, 
and Thailand), and its heroes, together with the Pandava brothers of the Mahabharata, were also the 
heroes of traditional Javanese-Balinese theatre, dance, and shadow plays. Incidents from the 
Ramayana are carved in bas-relief on many Indonesian monuments—for example, at Panataran in 
eastern Java. 

      I have used different philatelic materials including, stamps, Block of 4 stamps, Mystamp, Special 
Covers, First Day Covers, Brochures, Bazar Post Cards, Maxicards, Miniature Sheets, 
Commemorative covers, Presentation Pack, Festivals associated with the Ramayana such as 
Vijayadashami (Dussehara in Mysore and Kolkata) and Deepawali (Diwali) all are included. I have tried 
to include the Key characters of Ramayana - Rama, Sita, Laxman, Hanuman, Jatayu, Ravan, Sugriva, 
Vali, Shabari.  

Ramayana - A Philatelic Tribute 
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A Block of 4 stamp on Maharsi Valmiki 

Maximum Card 

      In Philately, a maximum card (also known as a maxi-card, or maxicard) is a postcard with a 
postage stamp placed on the picture side of the card where the stamp and card match or are in 
maximum concordance (similarity) 

 

      A Maxicard depicting the Ek Shloki Ramayan - The whole story of Ramayan condensed in one 
verse:  Rama’s exile to Forest - Chasing the Golden Deer - Abduction of Sita - Valour of Jatayu - Pact 
with Sugriva - Slaying of Vali - Crossing of Ocean - Havoc in Lanka - Slaying of Kumbhakarna and 
Ravan.   
 
Bazar Post Card 
 
      Bazar Post Card is the section of Indian Postal Stationery which has fascination and attraction to 
all levels of philatelists. In the Edwardian period (22 January 1901 to 6 May 1910) of philately, it had a 
meteoric rise and had deep impact on the Indian philatelic scene. It had a political overtone as these 
cards did carry pictures of Royalty and Rulers of Indian Princely States. It had also a religious touch as 
these cards had pictures of Hindu Gods, Goddesses and Mythology in general and Ravi Varma 
paintings and oleographs in particular. 
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A Bazar Post card depicting mythological characters 
Shri Ram, Sita and Laxman during vanvas 

dated 1905 addressed Bombay 
. 
 

 

A Bazar Postcard depicting mythological episode of 
Sita Haran dated 1905 addressed to Mumbai, 

 
 

 

A Bazar Postcard depicting mythological character 
Shri Hanuman Ji dated 1905 addressed to Beawar. 
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A Miniature sheet released by the Department of Posts, way back on  
22nd September, 2017 on Ramayana Theme. 

 

 

A brochure depicting the cancelled stamp of Kambar 
 
My Stamp 
 
      My Stamp is the brand name for personalized sheets of Postage Stamps of India Post. The 
personalization is achieved by printing a thumb nail image of the customer's photograph and logos of 
institutions, or images of artwork, heritage buildings, famous tourist places, historical cities, wildlife, 
other animals and birds etc., on a selected  template sheet having Postage Stamps. 
 

 

A My stamp on Deepotsav held at Ayodhya 
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A My stamp on Model of Shri Ramajanmabhoomi Temple, Ayodhya. 

 

 

 

A First Day Cover which was released during the ASEAN INDIA Commemorative Summit  
held in 2018 on various Ramayan characters of different countries. 

 
 Special Cover  
 

 

A Special cover depicting the Ram Van Gaman Path depicting the route 
starting from Ayodhya till Ram Ghat. 

The cancellation depicts the images of Ram, Sita and Laxman etc. 
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Miniature Sheet 
 

 
 

A Miniature sheet depicting Jatayu fighting against Ravan  
while he was abducting Sita from Indonesia.  

 

 
 

A Miniature Sheet depicting the Festivals of India associated with Ramyan 
 

 
 

A Miniature Sheet Depicting festival of Lights (Diwali) as a Joint India Canada Issue.  
 

Also, a 4 frame Philatelic exhibition on the theme “Ramayan - A Philatelic Tribute” is being 
displayed at the Philatelic Bureau, Head Post Office., Panaji, Goa   from 15th January till 5th 
February, 2024.   
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
https://www.facebook.com/philately.information 

 

      Switzerland - Double Geneva 

 

      The Double Geneva is a rare Swiss stamp that was issued by the city of Geneva in 1843, making 
it the third-oldest stamp of the European continent after the Zurich 4 and 6 (1842), and the British 
Penny Black and Two penny blue, (1840). It bears the name Double Geneva for the double image on 
the stamp and its place of origin. 

      The stamp has a unique design: each half, at 5 centimes if cut out would pre-pay the postage on 
letters within the city of Geneva; the whole stamp at 10 centimes pre-paid postage outside the city but 
within the Canton of Geneva. 

Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double_Geneva 

 

 
 
 
 
KARNAPEX 2024:   Our following members won awards in Karnapex 2024 as specified below: 
 

 

Name 
 

Title of Exhibit Class of Exhibit Marks/Awards 

M Lokeswara Rao 

GB Postal Cancellations of Post Office 
Numbers 

Postal History Gold + Spl Prize 

CITES Endangered Species on Stamp Literature Large Silver 

Buddhism Thematic Large Silver 

Buddhist Mudras One Frame 50 Marks 

Buddhist Dances One Frame 50 Marks 

Piyush Khaitan India First Day Issue 1947-57 FDCs 
Large Vermeil 
 

Praveen Shastry P M 
Paintings & Painters Thematic Large Vermeil 

Bygone Era of Indian Hundi Revenues Large Silver 

Sreejesh Krishnan Cochin Traditional 
Silver 
 

SSR Shetty 

Glimpse on Newspaper Wrappers Postal History Silver 

A Brief Introduction to the Indian Banking 
and FIs 

Thematic Silver Bronze 

Jaagruthi Nithin Adka Olympics - Bird’s Eye View One Frame 
50 Marks 
 

 

      Congratulations dear members.  We are proud of you. 

Stamp of the Month 
 

Association News 
 

https://www.facebook.com/philately.information
https://philatelyinformation.blogspot.com/2023/12/switzerland-double-geneva.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double_Geneva
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By Swamynathan R, Mumbai 
 

      The third solution to the philately of the future is to collect  philately items related to a topic of 
interest. In such an approach, the related philately items increases the value to the topic of interest as 
attractive illustrations. Also, the topic of interest is primary and the enthusiasts may not be involved in 
various aspects of philately.  
 
      Here is an example of a topic titled “History of Envelopes & Lettersheets” where a few related 
philately items increases the value of the topic of interest. 
 
History of Envelopes, Letterfolds & Letter Sheets 
      This article takes the reader the history and interesting aspects of envelopes, letterfolds and letter 
sheets  

- ENVELOPE basically is ”Containers” to hold small objects securely. 

- LETERFOLD is basically, letters written on paper and folded so that it can be conveniently  and 

securely sent / posted. Inland Letter and Aerogramme  are a good example of letterfold. 

History 1 
      The "Traditional Japanese Purse", which  means a small folded self-closing origami container that 
goes under several names. Sometimes it is called a "TATO". In Japan, it is also used as a "MENKO" 
which is a small "tablet" for a throwing and collecting game popular with children. In the West it is 
known as "Puzzle Purse" and in the 19th century it was used for valentine cards. It can be used for 
tricks by amateur magicians. These origami containers are used to hold small objects like needles, 
paper clips etc. 
 
      These traditional Japanese origin purse are flat, decorative packets folded from a square sheet of 
decorative paper to form a polygonal purse.  
 
History 1a 
Puzzle Purses(Europe) 
      As early as the 1700s, young lovers began exchanging Puzzle Purses as Valentines. With time, it 
was an old custom in Europe to exchange love-tokens with colourfully hand drawn, hand written and 
folded using paper folding technique. These were called as “Valentine Purses”. 
 

        

Puzzle Purse Love Token, 1790 
 

      Perhaps most beautifully, puzzle purse Valentines are remembrance of the bygone era when 
romance was admired as a formal art during the Victorian era. There was great ritual surrounding 
courting -- a couple would dance together, take leisurely walks, and get to know each other. It was in 
that cultural context that young Victorians were enamored with the pretty paper, the artistry of the 
pictorials, and the dramatic revealing of the square in the centre that said, "I love you." 

Philately of the Future - A Possible Solution-3 
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Partially unfolded Puzzle Purse Valentine 
 

      A poem runs along the edges of the Valentine Puzzle purses(square paper), starting outside the 
folded square. The text, embellished with stamped and painted designs, is revealed in stages as the 
card is opened. See below : 
 

 
 

Interior of the Puzzle Purse Love Token 1790, 
 

"My Dearest Dear and blest divine 
I’ve pictured here your heart and mine. 

But Cupid with his Cruel dart 
Has deeply pierced my tender heart 

And has between us set A Cross 
Which makes me to lament my loss 
But I’m in hopes when that is gone 
That both our hearts will be in one” 

 
History 1b 
Lover’s Knot (Japanese) 
      In Japanese tradition, one way to secure one’s messages is to fold the letter in a complicated 
manner so it could not be opened without tearing; or if opened, it cannot be refolded in the exact 
manner. If a person receives a letter which is ripped or looks like it has been unfolded and re-folded, 
he would then know that the message has been tampered with.  The Lovers Knot is one such fold. 
There are many types of Lovers knot.  
 

 
 

Lover’s Knot 
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History II 
Letterfolds 
      Prior to developement of machine envelopes in mid 1800’s, letters were folded in various types and 
sent. They were called as “Letterdolds”. 
   
      One of the earlieast letterfolds: 

 
 
      During the Great Patritic War, World War I(1941-1945), Postcards and envelopes were in extreme 
shortages. The soldiers’ genius folded a sheet of paper into a tringular shaped locked letter and sent 
to their homes. 
 
      Folded letters had one more advantage: that the content of the letter was easy to check. Therefore, 
it was forbidden to seal them in any way. The censors working at the front did not primarily search for 
letters reviling the system – according to the analysis of the surviving front letters, almost none of them 
includes any political reference or Stalin’s name 
 

     
 

Russian Soldiers triangle letter 
 

How to fold the Russian Soldier’s Triangle Letter 
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      On 9 May 2010, the 65th anniversary of the victory, the Russian state distributed among the war 
veterans still alive a set of triangular letters printed for this occasion. 
 

 
 

      After the invention of machine cut envelopes, letterfolds have been forgotten and hardly in use. 
Thanks to the paper folders who have kept the letterfolds alive. 
 
History III 
Wrapper(Noshi) 
      Japanese have a tradition to fold different types of wrappers. Traditionally Japanese  use origami 
wrappers attached to gifts. These origami wrappers are called “Noshi”. Letter Sheets are best examples 
of Noshi. 
 

 
  

Noshi 
 

History IV 
 

                    
                                      Early letter folds                 Modified early letterfolds 

                                           See Appendix-01                       By Tomoko Fuse 
 
Modern Envelope 
      The early modern envelopes were Diamond shaped piece of paper envelopes were  that has to be 
folded by hand around the document and sealed with wax at the intersection. These were used mainly 
for invitations or for letters by those who had the time to create them. Louis XIV of France popularized 
using this as a cover to protect the privacy of letters. He folded his own envelopes when he sent 
documents to his court. 
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      John Dickinson, the paper maker, referred to modern envelope before the Select Committee on 
Postal Reform in 1838 as the “New fashioned envelopes, with four corners of the paper meeting under 
a seal”. Origami envelope has a pocket for the content to be placed and three enclosures (flaps) to 
close the pocket.  
 
      The world’s first postal envelope is the Mulready envelopes is a diamond-shaped sheet which, 
when the sides were folded to the centre, became an envelope and the overlapping edges were then 
sealed. Both Mulready and origami envelope when folded have the similar shape (not Identical). 
 
Mulready Envelope 
      The definition of the Mulready Envelope by Dickinson was a paper with four corners of the paper 
meeting under the seal creating a closed container.  
 

 
 

                         Unfolded Mulready envelope 
 
      There is no definitive answer for the origin of envelope. Considering the above definition of 
envelope, here is a picture of a cloth container commonly used in India by traditional cloth washers. 
 

 
The picture shows the cloth container with four corners of the cloth tied to the middle. 

 
      Looking at the above picture, there is a possibility that this could be the origin or an idea of an 
envelope. 
 
      Later, the flap based enveloped became popular which continues to be used till today. 
 
History V 
Self Locking Envelope 
      During the later 1800’s organisations in USA incurred huge expenses on envelopes for their internal 
and non-commercial purposes.  J. Chapman from USA came up with a self-locking envelope design to 
be used by organisations for their internal and non-commercial purposes without sealing with the 
contents secure and later it can reused. The reusable envelopes reduced the stationery expenses 
considerably.  The envelope design was patented in 1876(patent no. US180200) 
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HISTORY VI 
Envelope and Letterfolding Association (ELFA) 
      In 1988, John Cunliffe, an origami expert from Britain(UK) realised that there is a large scope  in 
the subject of envelopes and letterfolds folded from a sheet of paper and he initiated to explore this 
subject by making a worldwide organisation called ELFA. The worldwide members of ELFA exchanged 
their creations of envelopes and letterfolds folded from a sheet of paper.  
 
The many interesting aspect of folding envelopes and letterfolds from a piece of paper is: 
a. One learns the basics of the art of paper folding i.e. origami 
b. Different shapes of envelopes can be folded. This changes the general perception that the 

envelopes are four sided rectangular shaped. 
c. With dual coloured art paper, multicolour and decorative envelopes can be folded. 
d. Envelopes could be posted or used as presentation covers. 
e. There is an educational value. For e.g. geometry. 
In 1992, ELFA organised their first exhibition at Sherlock Holmes Hotel in London. The exhibition 
coincided with 25 years of British Origami Society. A series of seven booklets edited by John Cunliffe 
were published by ELFA starting from 1988 to 2000. 
 
      The most popular ELFA Envelope is the “Pepi Envelope” created by Elsje Van Der Ploeg from 
Netherlands, a founding member of ELFA. This Pepi Envelope is folded from A4(Silver rectangle) has 
many variations.  
 

 
 

Pepi Envelope 
 
      The “Pepi Envelope” has many interesting variations. 
 
      In 1994, an initiative by ELFA was taken to fold envelopes and letterfold using colourful papers of 
one’s choice (Origami Mail Art) and post it. Its similar to “Mailart” (also known as Postal 
Art and correspondence art) is a populist artistic movement started in 1950’s cantered on sending 
small scale works through the postal service.  
 
      In 2003, a Yahoo group was created called “elfa-e” where members could electronically (email) 
share their creations, ideas etc.  
 
      Various ELFA enthusiasts have designed folded envelopes and letterfolds with interesting folds 
and different shapes. Envelopes having side 3,4,5,6,7,8 and 10 has been designed. There are 
envelopes suitable for Valentine Day, Friendship Day and various occasions. Envelope with heart 
shape on it appears exclusive and special. Some envelopes and letterfolds involve interesting 
mathematical folds. There are two folded envelopes which can be termed as the world’s odd shaped 
envelopes. 
  
      ELFA released a booklet on the occasion of 20 years of ELFA in 2008. In 2013, 25 years of ELFA 
(1988 to 2013) was celebrated with a release of a booklet authored by Elsje Van Der Ploeg from 
Nederland (founding member of ELFA) and Heide Karst from Germany. In 2018, a commemorative 
envelope was designed by the author of this article to commemorate 30 years of ELFA (1988-2018) 
and was posted to ELFA friends. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mail
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      ELFA is still an informal group of enthusiast’s worldwide interested in folding and exchanging 
envelopes and Letterfolds. A nice cartoon represents the ELFA friends: 

 

 
 

                ELFA Friends 
 

Images of other folded envelopes 
 

                                     

                  Some colourful folded envelopes           Letter fold (Oblique) 
 

                        
 

                     Trapezium shaped Envelope             Six sided shaped envelope 
 
ELFA is an interesting activity and can be embraced into modern philatelic.  
 
      Recently, an international research project named "Signed, Sealed and Undelivered" is being 
carried in collaboration with various international universities. In this project, the undelivered letters 
discovered from a trunk of the period 1689 to 1706 are being studied. Here are the two websites of this 
project. 
http://brienne.org/ 
http://news.mit.edu/2015/mit-libraries-explore-17th-century-postal-archive-signed-sealed-undelivered-
1110 
 
The most interesting work of this project is the ‘Letterlocking’ which is an entirely new area of study. 
 

Conclusion 
      Postal organisations and Philatelists around the world must look at this idea of folded envelopes 
and letterfolds as a part of Philately and as a day to day utility.  
 

References : 
http://riowang.blogspot.in/2011/09/triangular-letters.html 
http://www.britishorigami.info/academic/lister/elfa.php 
http://britishorigami.info/academic/elfa/  

http://brienne.org/
http://news.mit.edu/2015/mit-libraries-explore-17th-century-postal-archive-signed-sealed-undelivered-1110
http://news.mit.edu/2015/mit-libraries-explore-17th-century-postal-archive-signed-sealed-undelivered-1110
http://riowang.blogspot.in/2011/09/triangular-letters.html
http://www.britishorigami.info/academic/lister/elfa.php
http://britishorigami.info/academic/elfa/
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Kissan Diwas Happy New Year 
 

Aditya L-1 
 

   
Nagpur 

23.12.2023 
 

Nagpur 
01.01.2024 

 

Mumbai 
06.01.2024 

 

International Decade of Science and Scientific Development 
 

Shri Ram Janmabhumi Temple 

   
Nagpur 

20.01.2024 

 

Mumbai 
20.01.2024 

Mumbai 
22.01.2024 

 

Mere Ghar Aaye Ram 

 

   
Vadodara 

22.01.2024 
 

Bhavnagar Sorting 
22.01.2024 

 

Ahmedabad 
22.01.2024 

 
 

National Girl Child Day 
 

Permanent Pictorial Cancellations 

   
Tiruchirappalli 

24.01.2024 

 

Varanga 
 

Ayodhya 

New Special/Permanent Pictorial Cancellations 
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By Kumar Biswas, 
Member - Petroleum Philatelic Society International, U.K. 

 

      It was dead of night of 29 September 1913. A steamship named SS Dresden was on her voyage 
from Antwerp, Belgium to Harwich, England. The ship sailed through the water of English Channel; 
little murmur of the engine was breaking the eerie silence of the surroundings.  
 
      At around 10 pm, one of the passengers of the vessel, who had boarded the vessel in the evening, 
after his dinner, went to his cabin to sleep. While leaving the dining hall, he told the porter to wake him 
up at 6:15 am next day morning. That was the last time, he was seen by the fellow passengers and the 
crew of the ship. Subsequent morning when the porter went to wake him up, he found the door of the 
room was kept ajar. His bed was still neatly laid up which meant that he had not slept on the bed on 
the previous night. His night-suit was intact and unused. A search was undertaken at all possible 
corners of the ship. But no trace of the person was found. He had vanished in the thin air of the channel. 
He was declared missing from the board.  
 

             
 

      A diary was found on the side table of his bed. The particular page of that date in the diary was 
found marked cross (X). His disappearance may be connected to a few possibilities: 
 
      Firstly, he might have slipped from the deck of the ship. 
 
      Second possibility was that he might have jumped into water, and committed suicide, and third 
possibility, more intriguing, he might have been murdered and thrown overboard.  
 
      To find the answer of the mysterious vanishing of the person, whether it was a suicide or a murder, 
we shall explore a bit, little later. 
 
      On 10 October 1913, the crew of a Dutch North Sea steamer noticed a floating bloated human 
corpse on the water, in the vicinity of the route of SS Dresden. It was so badly decomposed that it could 
not be retrieved from water. So, they decided that it should have a watery grave. But wisely they 
recovered a few belongings from the highly decomposed body - a wallet, one paper knife and a few 
small items. Later, the son of the person confirmed that those items belonged to his missing father. 
 
      The name of the missing person was Rudolf Christian Karl Diesel, the famous German mechanical 
engineer and inventor. He was the man behind the invention of the Diesel engine, that runs on Diesel 
oil and has subsequently revolutionized the world. Both the engine and fuel carry his name, even today. 
 

Death of Diesel 
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      The diesel engine, created by Diesel at that time, was very bulky in size and was fit for static 
industry or large ships. Application of diesel engine in automobile sector dawned a little later, by mid-
1920s, when a comparatively compact diesel engine for road transport sector was developed by 
Clessie Cummins. Mercedes-Benz introduced diesel driven automobile in 1936. 
 
      He was born on 18 March 1858. On 18 March 1958, on his 100th birthday, the German Post issued 
a blue-green commemorate postage stamp on the personality. It was designed by Prof. Hermann 
Schardt who had included an image of Diesel and a sketch of his diesel engine.  
 
      Germany issued another commemorative stamp on 28 August 1977, featuring him while 
commemorating the centenary of invention of diesel engine. Besides Germany, several countries have 
honored the inventor by issuing postage stamps on him. Some of them are: 
 
Central African Republic - 21 December 1986 
Maldives - 26 December 1989 and 04 October 2018 
Cuba - 20 January 1993 
Gibraltar - 01 March 1994 
Uruguay - 08 December 1997 
North Macedonia - 18 June 2008 
Guinea - 20 October 2008 
Vietnam - 29 September 2013 
Sierra Leone - 30 August 2018 
 
      There was an interesting twist for stamps issued on 01 February 1993 by Western Sahara on Diesel 
and his diesel engine. Morocco Postal Services vide their circular number 414 of 2002, number 69 of 
2004, and number 71 of 2008, has declared that stamps of Rudolf Diesel were illegal issues. They 
have clarified that there was no operational post office under the control of the Sahrawi Arab 
Democratic Republic when those stamps were released.  
 
      Let us examine the possibilities of mysterious disappearance of Rudolf Diesel.  
 
      He was insomniac so it may fit well that after dinner he might be taking a stroll on the deck. But the 
idea of his accidental slippage from the deck into water does not hold water because on that night there 
was no rough or stormy weather.  
 
      The suicide theory was propagated based on his financial status. It was said that he was getting 
nearly broke. To examine the suicide angle, his possible financial stress was analyzed. It was found 
that before boarding the ship, he had left a bag with his wife, with a strict instruction that it was to be 
opened after one week of his departure. Later, on opening the bag, a reasonable amount of cash and 
financial statements indicating debts were found. The criticality of financial conditions was debated as 
previously he had generated great wealth through his new innovations.  
 
      The cross-mark (X) on the page of diary remained shrouded with mystery. Several possibilities are 
there. Whether he was contemplating to commit suicide or had a hunch that he would be attacked by 
someone during the voyage remained unanswered. Another unanswered question is that was it marked 
by himself or someone else put the mark, in order to divert the attention towards suicide theory. 
 
      Now the third angle of possibility of his murder. Who would be interested to kill an inventor like him? 
For the analysis purposes, there are two different approaches. Firstly, the time of his disappearance 
was a period of tension between Germany and UK which ultimately followed by full-scale World War I 
(28 July 1914 – 11 November 1918). Was he travelling from Germany to London to sign a secret deal 
for technology transfer of his diesel engine to British Navy?  
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      Alternatively, whether his continuous research to use vegetable oil (like peanut oil) as fuel had 
raised red flag among the petroleum oil magnets of that era? 
 
      There are only endless questions but no answer. 
 
      Today, the well-oiled wheels of twenty first century are driven by diesel oil. Concerned with global 
warming caused by diesel engines, countries are progressively working on bio-diesel. The oils 
extracted from various plant seeds are being tried in lieu of diesel in vehicle engines to reduce emission 
of greenhouse gases (GHGs). Is the civilization completing a full circle, in fuel front, as Diesel had 
progressed considerably in his research work to use peanut oil and other seed oils as fuel?  
 
      If bio-diesel become reality on a large scale across the world, then it will put a break on the reckless 
process of dieselization of industry and that may be a fitting tribute to the researches of Diesel which 
he could not complete due to unfortunate untimely demise.  
 
Bibliography: 
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-38302874 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLzMvbqMVQE 
https://the-line-up.com/rudolf-diesel 
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/inventor-rudolf-diesel-vanishes 
https://www.websleuths.com/forums/threads/international-rudolph-diesel-inventor-55-ss-dresden-
english-channel-29-sep-1913.692462/ 
https://colnect.com/en/search/list/collectibles/stamps/q/Rudolf+Diesel 
 
Blog: 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/2023/12/death-of-diesel.html 
 
Disclaimer: 
 
      The noble objective of this blog, is to promote the hobby of philately through images of stamps, a 
few pictures and related narration. The scans of a few stamps, featured in this blogpost are mine while 
others (sourced from internet) are properties of their respective owners. No intention to infringe any 
type of copyright.  
 
      The information provided in the article is for general informational purposes only. All information is 
provided in good faith. This is only for sharing of knowledge of philately with philatelist fraternity of the 
world. No commercial or political angle, whatsoever, is involved. This is not a historical document. 
Under no circumstances, I shall have any liability for reliance on any information provided in the story. 
 

************* 
 

 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.  Please send the matter in A4 size 

Word format.  Send the clear images in separate files. 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

https://the-line-up.com/rudolf-diesel
https://www.websleuths.com/forums/threads/international-rudolph-diesel-inventor-55-ss-dresden-english-channel-29-sep-1913.692462/
https://www.websleuths.com/forums/threads/international-rudolph-diesel-inventor-55-ss-dresden-english-channel-29-sep-1913.692462/
https://colnect.com/en/search/list/collectibles/stamps/q/Rudolf+Diesel
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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By Mohanachandran Nair 
 

 

THE PIGEON 
         

 

 
     

      
 

Author: 
Vijay Wadhwa 

 
      Pigeons are seen worldwide except in the coldest regions and the most remote islands.  Pigeons 
have close links with man.  It served human beings as a symbol, sacrifice, source of food, as a 
messenger etc.  It has hundreds of species.  The small species are doves and larger forms are called 
pigeons.  White dove is still a popular emblem of peace and goodwill. 
 
      Vijay Wadhwa comes with his 7th e-book (Kindle Edition) titled “The Pigeon”.  Just like his previous 
e-books this is also illustrated with stamps and covers.  This book proves an educative tool to enhance 
knowledge both to philatelists and bird lovers.  The book deals with 179 species of Pigeons and Doves 
commemorated on postage stamps by various nations across the world.  It features facts, historical 
importance, symbolism in different cultures, mating habits etc. 
 
      This e-book has three main chapters.  The first chapter ‘The Pigeon’ describes common 
characteristics of pigeons.  It lists out 179 species’ images, characteristics, historical paintings/artworks 
etc.  Also spent some pages for Fancy Breeds of Pigeons in this chapter.  Pigeon as a source of food, 
Pigeon in Wall Street, Navigational capabilities, Pigeon for sports etc. are some of the important 
subchapters enclosed in this main chapter. 
 
      The second chapter ‘The Post’ deals with Pigeon as messenger, Navigation by homing pigeon, 
Early history and Pigeongram and airmail services. 
 
      ‘The Peace’, the third chapter narrates about the role of pigeons in peace. It describes how pigeons 
were used in war time. It also deals with What do pigeons symbolize? 
 
      This 378page kindle edition e-book is fully illustrated with colour images of stamps and covers.  
Foreword of the book was written by Ms. Veena R Sreenivas, Chief Postmaster General, Chhattisgarh 
Circle.  The book is published by Amazon.com and is available through them at Rs.830/- ($9.99).  
Surely this book is a worth reading and reference aid both for bird lovers and philatelists. 
 

Book Review 
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Netherlands 
 

Isle of Man 
 

Birds on Bonaire 
 

RNLI 200 

  
Issued on 02.01.2024 

 
Issued on 04.01.2024 

 

Romania 
 

Winter Waterfowl 
 
 

     
 

Issued on 05.01.2024 
 

Guernsey 
 

150th Anniversary of the GSPCA 
 

 
 

Issue Date: 14.02.2024 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+ 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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RAMPUR : 06 October 2023 

Rampur Raza Library & Museum 
 

MYSURU : 07 October 2023 
Kokkare Belluru Community Reserve 

  
AYODHYA DHAM : 11 November 2023 
Divya Deepotsav 2023 at Ram Ki Paidi 

 

RAYAGADA : 19 November 2023 
Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi (RAYAPEX 

2023) 

  
SATTUR, DHARWAD : 25 November 2023 

SDM College of Medical Schiences & Hospital 
CUTTACK : 01 December 2023 

Dak Lekha Bhawan 
 

  
TAMLUK H O  : 22 December 2023 

25th Years of Tamralipta Janaswasthya Krishi O Kutir 
Shilpa Mela, Tamluk 

KALARABANK : 23 December 2023 

Kalarabank High School 
 

New Special Covers 
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CHANDRAPUR : 02 January 2024 

125th Birth Anniversary of Devajibapu Khobaragade 
KODIAKKARAI : 05 January 2024 

Greater Flamingo 
 

  
KODIAKKARAI : 05 January 2024 

Crab Plover 
 

KODIAKKARAI : 05 January 2024 
Heuglin’s Gull 

 

  
KODIAKKARAI : 05 January 2024 

Bar-Headed Goose 
 

KODIAKKARAI : 05 January 2024 
Marsh Sandpiper 

 

  
KODIAKKARAI : 05 January 2024 

Eurasian Curlew 
 

CHANDRANAGAR : 10 January 2024 
Govt. Victoria College, Palakkad 

 

  
PATNA : 22 January 2024 

Consecration of Shri Ram Mandir, Ayodhya Dham 
INDORE : 22 January 2024 

Chathurbhuj Shri Ram 
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BENGALURU : 26 January 2024 

Republic Day 
 

KODIAKKARAI : 26 January 2024 
Ponniyin Selvan - Epical Paintings 

  
THANJAVUR : 26 January 2024 

Ponniyin Selvan - Epical Paintings 
 

THANJAVUR : 26 January 2024 
Ponniyin Selvan - Epical Paintings 

 

  
THANJAVUR : 26 January 2024 

Ponniyin Selvan - Epical Paintings 
 

THANJAVUR : 26 January 2024 
Ponniyin Selvan - Epical Paintings 

 

  
THANJAVUR : 26 January 2024 

Ponniyin Selvan - Epical Paintings 
 

HYDERABAD GPO : 28 January 2024 
Centuries Old Sree Seetharama Chandra Swamy 

Temple, Bhadrachalam, Telangana 
 

  
PATHARUGHAT : 28 January 2024 

Peasant Uprising of Patharughat - 1894 

 

PATNA : 30 January 2024 
Social Principles of Gandhiji 
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BALLARI : 30 January 2024 

Sree Kumaraswamy Temple, Sandur 

 

THANJAVUR : 30 January 2024 
Birth Centenary of Smt. Basavarajeswari 

 

KARNAPEX 2024 

 

  
BENGALURU : 05 January 2024 

Mascot Carried Special Cover 

 

BENGALURU : 05 January 2024 
Centenary Celebration of Carlton House 

 

  
BENGALURU : 05 January 2024 
Sea Shell Art Museum, Mysuru 

 

BENGALURU : 05 January 2024 
Kavi Kale 

 

  
BENGALURU : 05 January 2024 

Federation of Karnataka Chambers of Commerce  
& Industry 

BENGALURU : 05 January 2024 
Suvarna Karnataka Sambrahma 

 

  
BENGALURU : 05 January 2024 

Dr. Puneeth Rajkumar 
BENGALURU : 05 January 2024 

Lalitha Mahal Palace 
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BENGALURU : 05 January 2024 
Mysore Sandal Soap 

 

BENGALURU : 06 January 2024 
Memorial to the Founder of IISc 

  
BENGALURU : 06 January 2024 

Digital Revolution in Financial Sector 

 

BENGALURU : 06 January 2024 
Aditya L1 - First Solar Mission of Bharat 

 

  
BENGALURU : 06 January 2024 

Digital Currency of Bharat 
 

BENGALURU : 06 January 2024 
Bannerughatta Biological Park, Bengaluru 

 

  
BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
Traditional Food - Jolada Rotti 

 

BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
Millets Smart Food - For Better Health 

 

  
BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
Ragi Mudde or Finger Millet Ball 

 

BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences 
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BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
Sree Kanteerava Indoor Stadium 

 

BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
Traditional Game - Spinning the Top or Lattu 

 

  
BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 

Traditional Game - Kmbala 

 

BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
Traditional Game - Pagade 

 

  
BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 

Traditional Game - Saalu Mane Aata 

 

BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
Traditional Game - Ali Guli Mane 

 

  
BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
Traditional Game - Chowra Baara 

 

BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
Traditional Game - Snakes and Ladders 

 

  
BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
Traditional Game - Gilli Danda 

BENGALURU : 07January 2024 
Traditional Game - Lagori 
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BENGALURU : 07 January 2024 
Traditional Game - Hopscotch or Kuntebille 

 

BENGALURU : 08 January 2024 
Kaffipudi Sakamma 

 
BENGALURU : 08 January 2024 

Child Marriage is Punishable Offence 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
 

 

SPECIAL CANCELLATIONS AND SLOGAN MARKS ISSUED AT KARNAPEX 
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EFIRO 2024 

      A specialized World Stamp Exhibition EFIRO 2024 will be held at the National 
Library of Romania, Bucharest, Romania from 16 to 19 April 2024.  Usual classes 
are available for participation, plus a new Experimental Class for 2 or 3 Frame 
Exhibits.  Smt. Savita Jhingan is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp 
No.9811160884) and Shri. Kapil Gogri is the Apprentice National Commissioner 
(WhatsApp No.9821111140) 

      More details are available at https://www.efiro.ro/rules.php  

 

PHILAKOREA-2024 

      A FIP recognised Specialised World Stamp Champion Exhibition 
PHILAKOREA-2024 will be held at Seoul, South Korea from 15 to 19 August 2024. 
 

      More details awaited. 
 

 

MELBOURNE 2025 

 
      The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne, 
Australia will be held in 2025. 
 

      More details awaited. 
 
 

 
EUROPHILEX-2025 
 

      EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held at Birmingham.  The extended dates of 
European Philatelic Exhibition will be on 7th to 11th May 2025.  This is the first 
time ever, Britain has decided to move its international exhibition out of 
London.  Birmingham is the country’s second city, which is located in the centre 
of England, surrounded by a massive population and several other large cities. 

        
      More details awaited. 
 
GANDHIPEX-2024 POSTPONED 
 
      Department of Posts, Ahmedabad Circle Office organised a Philatelic Exhibition named 
Gandhipex-2024 in Second Floor, Speed Post Bhavan, Shahibaug, Ahmedabad-380004. The 
scheduled dates from 27 to 30 January 2024 was postponed.  New dates will be announced shortly. 
The theme of the exhibition will be “Gandhi & Ramrajya”  Around 200 frames will be arranged to display 
the award winning exhibits of Mahatma Gandhi.  Those who wish to exhibit their collection are 
requested to contact the Philatelic Bureau, Ahmedabad.   Tel No. 079-25501248 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

https://www.efiro.ro/rules.php
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EIPEX-2024 

 

      Eastern India Philatelists’ Association, Bhubaneswar, Odisha is organising 
a Philatelic Exhibition and Stamp Mela from 16 February 2024 to 18 February 
2024 at Hotel Keshari, Station Square, Bhubaneswar, Odisha.  The events will 
include Stamp Exhibition, Stamp Buy & Sale, Philatelic Talk, Stamp Auction 
etc.   
 
      For details contact: S S Rath Phone: 9437034621, Dr. B Mishra, Phone: 
7978551080, D. Mitra, Phone:9437179605. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
 

www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
www.indiamintstamp.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

 
Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVI. No.193 (Jan. 2024) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June & 
July. 2022) 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.172 - 174 (Oct 2022 - Apl 2023) 
Filacap – online. No.213 (February 2024) 
The Fila Capsule No.2 (July-September 2023) 
 
 

 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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