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Dear Friends, 
  
       I have immense pleasure in reporting that in the last month Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) has 
organised a 3-day Masterclass on Exhibiting Techniques by world renowned philatelists. It was held 
from 15th to 17th February 2024 from 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm at Zoom meetings.  Everyday two sections of 
one hour each on different subjects took place.  Wide publicity was given through social media.  The 
speakers were Mr. Peter Suhadolc (Thematic Philately), Mr. Peter McCann (Traditional Philately), Mr. 
James Peter Gough (Postal History), Mrs. Birthe King (Open Philately), Mr. Ralph Ebner (Revenue 
Philately) and Mr. Sandeep Jaiswal (Postal Stationery).  An average of more than 100 people 
participated in the webinar every day.  As an enthusiast I also attended the programme.  Really 
speaking like others I also enjoyed the whole performance.  I wish to compliment the organisers of PCI 
for conducting such a wonderful series of presentations.  Hope more such activities in future by the 
initiative of PCI which will help the budding philatelists a lot. 
  
      Nothing more at this time.  Have a great month ahead. Happy Collecting. 
  

Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile No: 9387801948 
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Hi sir, 
 

      Greetings of the day ! 
 
      Hope you are doing well. I am Abhishek Kumar from Asansol, West Bengal.  I am a Philatelist. I 
read your Monthly Newsletter "Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin".  It's a really nice newsletter for every 
Philately enthusiast……………………… 
 
      At last Thanks for making it available for all Philatelists. 
 

Abhishek Kumar,  
Asansol 

 
Dear Editor and members. 
 
      Again, I will express my great happiness when reading the Stamp Bulletin, it is well written and 
filled with so many interesting articles and information about stamps and events. The Indian Philatelic 
society, and local philatelic societies as well, are doing a fantastic job. As I said before, the way you 
are addressing the schools, teaching all the pupils about stamps and stamp collecting, is fantastic, 
congratulation with your effort. We have tried in Norway, but without luck. Looking forward to the next 
Bulletin. 
 
      As a collector of Mahatma Gandhi, and Indian regular stamps as well, I hope one day The Postal 
Authority, will issue less Souvenir/sheets and MS/Sheets, together with rest of the world. It is not easy 
to mount all of these, and the cost is up in the sky!! 
 
      Best regards and Happy New Year to all readers. 
 

ole-fredrik Olsen 
 indianaolsen@hotmail.com 

Dear Sir, 
 
      The e Magazine is really interesting. Thank you for the efforts in compiling the same.   I live in 
Mumbai. Can I become a member of the Ananthapuri Philately Association?   
 
      Best regards, 

 
R. Rangarajan 

Mumbai 
 

Hey!  
 
      I just wanted to reach out and let you know how much I admire your artistic skills. Your work is 
incredibly creative and it's evident that you pour your heart and soul into every piece. Your unique style 
is captivating and I always look forward to seeing what you create next. I would love to support you by 
purchasing some of your artwork. Let me know if that's something you'd be interested in. Thank you! 
 

Joy Belove 
(on FaceBook) 

 

Readers’ Column 

 
 

mailto:indianaolsen@hotmail.com
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150th Birth Anniversary of 
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 

Prabupad  
 

 
125th Birth Anniversary of 

Ram Chandra 

  
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 08.02.2024 

 

Denomination: Rs.10-00 
Issued on 14.02.2024 

 
Cultural Heritage of Western Odisha 

 
Legendary Poets of Odisha 

 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.10-00 x 2 
Miniature Sheet: Rs.20-00 

Issued on 20.02.2024 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 x 6 
Miniature Sheet: Rs.30-00 

Issued on 20.02.2024 

 

 
Sarangadhar Das 

 
Yakshagana All India Railwaymen’s Federation 

   
 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 23.02.2024 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 25.02.2024 

 

Denomination: Rs.5-00 
Issued on 27.02.2024 

 

New Indian Issues 
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OPAPEX-2024 

      Orissa Philatelic Association (OPA) conducted a two days Philatelic Exhibition named OPAPEX-
2024 at the Recreation Hall, Philatelic Bureau, Cuttack GPO on 9th & 10th February 2024.  The inaugural 
function was held on 9 February.  The meeting was presided over by Shri. Sahadeva Sahoo, President 
of the OPA.  Shri. Aparajeet Pattanayak, SSRM (Dept. of Posts), Shri. I Mohanty, Sr. Postmaster, 
Cuttack GPO were present.  Mr. Shakil Ahmed, Secretary of OPA delivered vote of thanks.   

          

        

      In addition to the exhibition the organisers conducted other philatelic activities like stamp designing 
and letter writing competitions among school children. 

SOLO PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS BY DR. M. R. RAMESH KUMAR 
 
      An eight-frame exhibit on Goa through Philately has 
been put at the Philatelic Bureau, Panaji by Dr. M. R. 
Ramesh Kumar, well known philatelist on 1st February, 
2024.  A group of UPU members visited the exhibition along 
with the PMG Goa Postal Division and CPMG, Maharashtra 
Postal Circle. 
 
      In addition to the above event Shri. Ramesh Kumar had 
conducted some other exhibitions in February 2024 
including exhibitions at St. Marys of The Angel’s Convent 
High School, Chinchinim, Goa, Govt. Primary and Middle School, Thivim, Goa Science Centre, 
Miramar and Govt. Arts & Science College, Sanquelim. 
 

News in Brief 
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NEW BOOK ON PHILATELY RELEASED 

      A new book written by Shri. Lokeswara Rao named ‘Modern Management The Gita Way….’ (Gita 
on Stamps) was released at CPMG Office, by Shri. Rajendra Kumar, CPMG Bangalore on 28th 
February 2024. 

 

      The book was also released in ISKCON, Bangalore.  You can read the review of this book by our 
editor in page No.38 of this issue. 

SPECIAL COVER ON KASHI VISHWANATH TEMPLE WILL BE RELEASED 

      Prayag Philatelic Society with the help of India Post will release a special cover with special 
cancellation on Shri Kashi Vishwanath Temple at Varanasi on 7.3.2024 (ahead of Mahashivratri) at 
11am at the HPO Varanasi.  It is the 33rd philatelic release by the Society since 2017. 

SPECIAL COVER ON UNSUNG HERO LAXMIKANT CHATURVEDI 

      The Philatelic Society of Uttar Pradesh issued a special cover & special cancellation on freedom 
fighter & unsung hero Late. Laxmikant Chaturvedi on 27th February, 2024 at Deoria Head Post Office.  
 
      Laxmikant Chaturvedi was born on 16th May, 1908 in a farming family in village Sonbarsa, District-
Deoria (then Gorakhpur). Due to his active participation in the freedom struggle, in 1926, he was 
elected as President of the Students Union of Allahabad University and later started practicing law in 
Gorakhpur in 1930. In 1958, he participated as a Satyagrahi in the food movement of Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh and was imprisoned in Deoria jail. In 1967, he was elected president of Deoria Municipality as 
the first Jan Sangh candidate.  
 

                
 
      Mr. Himanshu Kumar & Dr. Aditya Singh designed and proposed the cover. Mr. Sandeep Chaurasia 
& Mr. Raman Mandal were also present in the release function. This cover was widely appreciated by 
the audience. 
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By Dr. M. R. Ramesh Kumar, 
Chief Scientist (Retd) 

National Institute of Oceanography 
Dona Paula, Goa – 403003.  

 

Introduction 
 
      Transport in India consists of transport by land, water and air. Road transport is the primary mode 
of transport for most Indian citizens, and India's road transport systems are among the most heavily 
used in the world. Mode of transport is a term used to distinguish between different ways of 
transportation or transporting people or goods. The different modes of transport are air, water, and land 
transport, which includes Rails or railways, road and off-road transport. The History of this mobility or 
transport is the history of civilization. A well-coordinated system of transport plays an important role in 
the sustained economic growth of a country. It plays a key role in the social, regional and economic 
cohesion, including the development of rural areas. Transport is very vital for the economic 
development and social integration of the country. The Department of Posts, Government of India, 
complete set of 20 beautiful commemorative stamps in 5 different series, namely 
 

a) Palanquin – Series I : in which 4 different types of palanquin stamps were released. 
b) Bullock Cart and Horse Carriage – Series II : In which again a set of 4 different stamps were 

released. 
c) Rickshaw – Series III: In which different Rickshaw stamps were released 
d) Vintage Cars - Series IV: In which four well known Vintage cars stamps were released. 
e) Public Transport – Series V : In which again a set of 4 stamps on public transport were released. 

 
      Maximaphily is a branch of philately involving the study and creation of maximum cards. It is one 
of eleven classifications of philately recognised by the Fédération Internationale de Philatélie (FIP) and 
therefore has its own FIP Commission.  
 
      In philately a maximum card (also known as a maxi-card, or maxicard) is a postcard with a postage 
stamp placed on the picture side of the card where the stamp and card match or are in maximum 
concordance (similarity). The cancellation or postmark is usually related to the image on the front of 
the card and the stamp. A set of 20 Maxim Cards were released by the Department of Posts, 
Government of India on 25th March, 2017 along with the booklets, sheetlets, Maxim Cards, First Day 
Covers, Brochures, Cancellation Cachets etc on the same day. 
 
Palanquins 
 
     Palanquins, also known as palkis, were one of the luxurious methods used by the rich and noblemen 
for travelling. Palanquin, also known as Palki, derived its name from the Sanskrit word Palanki for a 
bed or couch. A palki was bigger in size and general made of wood. There were doors on both sides. 
A Palki was usually carried by 4 to 6 men. During the medieval India Palki was were used as the most 
essential wedding transportation means. It was also used to be conveyance of noble Indian Women 
as well as for Indian Landlords.  A set of four stamps were released on Palanquins, the first one was 
on “Long Palanquin” or “Lambi Palki”. The four stamps depict a different variety of Palanquins on them. 
A “Lambi Palki” or a “Long Palanquin” which is open on two sides is depicted on 5 Rupee stamp. The 
second 10 rupee stamp depicts a “Meeana Palki” which is a Palanquin open on all sides. A “Boutcha 
Palki” which is open on four sides and has a comfortable chair is depicted on 15 rupee stamp. The 
fourth stamp of 25 rupees depicts a “Chaupal Palki” or a “Chowpaul Palanquin” open on the sides and 
is more of a porter carried “bed”. In south India, especially in Kerala and Tamilnadu they were called 

Means of Transport Through the Ages - Maxim Cards 
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“Pallakku”. In recent held general elections, in Kerala, the Kerala High Court allowed the use of Dollies 
and Palanquins for the elderly and disabled voters to cast their votes. In fact, these type of Dollies and 
Palanquins are even now used by the elderly to travel in remote areas during the Pilgrimage sites such 
as Amarnath Yatra in Jammu & Kashmir, and Dollies in Kedarnath in Uttarakhand etc. 
 
 

  
 

Figure 1: A Maxi Card with Long Palanquin stamp 
 

Figure 2: A Maxi Card with a Meeana Palanquin 
 

  
 

Figure 3: A Maxi Card with a Boutcha Palanquin 
 

Figure 4: A Maxi Card with a Chowpaul Palanquin 

 
 

Bullock Cart and Horse Carriage 
 

      The second series of Maxi Cards depicts different models of animal-drawn carriages and carts 
used for transport. It is a means of transportation used since ancient times in many parts of the world. 
Carts and carriages are still used today where modern vehicles are too expensive. Used especially for 
carrying goods, these carts are pulled by one or several load-bearing animals like bullocks, oxen, 
horses etc. Traditionally, the cargo is usually agrarian goods and lumber. Apart from Palkis, Bullock 
Carts and Horse Carriages were also used a major mode of transport from ancient times. They are still 
used in several places, where modern vehicles are too expensive or the infrastructure does not favour 
them. A Bullock cart or an Ox cart is a two wheeled or four wheeled vehicle pulled by oxen. A Tonga 
is light horse drawn carriage used for transportation in India. They are usually drawn by two horses, 
though some require only one. Tongas and Horse carriages are still used in some smaller cities for 
economic activities, mainly to carry heavy goods within the city limits.  These tonga horse vehicles in 
Chennai  were used by the public before the Indian Independence and were also in use for a few 
decades after it. “The public liked travelling in these to places like Central station, Egmore station, 
snake park and the beach, among other tourist places. 
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Figure 5: A Maxi Card on Bullock Cart 
 

Figure 6: A Maxi Card on Rath Bullock Cart 
 

  
 

Figure 7: A Maxi Card on Tonga 
 

Figure 8 : A Maxi Card on Horse Carriage 

 

 

Rickshaw 
 
      Further, development in the modes of transport could be seen in 19th century, when in and around 
1880, Rickshaws appeared in India. It was first seen in Shimla and then, 20 years later in Kolkata. Here 
again, they were used basically to transport goods. Pulling a rickshaw was often the first job for 
peasants migrating to the cities. Rickshaw started as a two or three wheeled passenger cart, called 
Pulled Rickshaw, generally pulled by one man for one passenger. The first known use of the term 
was way back in 1887. Over time, Cycle Rickshaws, Auto Rickshaws, and School Rickshaws came 
into usage. 
 
      Cycle rickshaws were introduced in India in the 1940s.They are bigger than a tricycle where two 
people sit on an elevated seat at the back and a person pedals from the front. In the late 2000s, they 
were banned in several cities for causing traffic congestion. The Delhi Police recently submitted an 
affidavit against plying of cycle rickshaws to ease traffic congestion in the city but it was dismissed by 
the Delhi High Court. In addition, environmentalists have supported the retention of cycle rickshaws as 
a non-polluting mode of transport 
 
      The auto rickshaw is a common form of urban transport, both as a vehicle for hire and for private 
use, in many countries around the world. They are especially common in countries with tropical or 
subtropical climates, since they usually are not fully enclosed, and in many developing countries 
because they are relatively inexpensive to own and operate. As of 2019, Bajaj Auto of Pune, India, is 
the world's largest auto rickshaw manufacturer, selling 780,000 during the fiscal year. 
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      An auto is a three-wheeler vehicle for hire that does not have doors and is generally characterized 
by a small cabin for the driver in the front and a seat for passengers in the rear. Generally, it is painted 
in yellow, green or black and has a black, yellow or green canopy on the top, but designs vary 
considerably from place to place. The colour of the auto rickshaw is also determined by the fuel that it 
is powered by, for example Agartala, Ahmedabad, Mumbai, Pune and Delhi have green or black autos 
indicating the use of compressed natural gas (CNG), whereas the autos of Kolkata, Bengaluru, 
Hyderabad have green autos indicating the use of LPG. 
 
      In Mumbai and other metropolitan cities, 'autos' or 'rickshaws', as they are popularly known, have 
regulated metered fares. A recent law prohibits auto rickshaw drivers from charging more than the 
specified fare, or charging night-fare before midnight, and also prohibits the driver from refusing to go 
to a particular location. Mumbai and Kolkata are also the only two cities, which prohibit auto rickshaws 
from entering a certain part of the city, in these cases being South Mumbai and certain parts of 
Downtown Kolkata. 
 

  

Figure 9: A Maxi Card on Cycle Rickshaw 
 

Figure 10: A Maxi Card on Motorcycle Rickshaw 

  

Figure 11: A Maxi Card on Hand Rickshaw Figure 12: A Maxi Card on School Rickshaw 
 

Vintage Cars 
 
      As early as 1898 the first motor car was seen on Indian roads. Cars had to be imported to India. 
These are truly western vintage models. Local assembly of cars began during the years between world 
wars and assembly units were set in Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai. The Rolls Royce Silver Ghost 
was the origin of making the best “ Best car in the World”. This Vintage is considered to be the most 
valuable vintage car. Austin twenty is a large car that was introduced by Austin after the end of first 
world war in April, 1919 and continued in production until 1930. After Austin 20/6 model was introduced 
in 1927, the first model was referred to as Austin 20/4. In the category of vintage cars, another famous 
model is the Chevrolet Series BA Confederate which is an American vehicle manufactured by 
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Chevrolet in 1932. Production slipped significantly from over 6 lakhs to around 3 lakhs during Great 
Depression, but was still sufficient for Chevrolet to retain its first place amongst the American cars.  
 
      Ford Motor Company introduced its De Luxe Ford line in 1938 as an upscale alternative to bridge 
the gap between its base model (usually called Standard) and luxury Lincoln offerings. The "Deluxe" 
name was first used starting in 1930 to specify an upscale trim starting with the Model 40-B and Model 
45-B, then later the De Luxe Ford line was differentiated as a separate "marque within a marque" with 
separate styling and pricing through 1940. During 1939, Ford had five lines of cars: Ford, De Luxe 
Ford, Mercury, Lincoln-Zephyr, and Lincoln. 
 

  
 

Figure 13:  Maxi Card on Rolls Royce 

 

 

Figure 14: Maxi Card on Austin 

 

  
 

Figure 15: Maxi Card on Chevrolet 
 

Figure 16: Maxi Card on Ford 

 
Public Transport  
 
      Public Transport is the lifeline of social mobility. Passenger Road Transport Service (PRTS) is 
an essential, connected to the economic and social development of the nation. Different means of 
Public transport comprises such as Trams, Metros , Buses and Double decker Buses. The Trams 
were common in several cities including Mumbai and Kolkata. They are still prevalent in Kolkata. I was 
fortunate to travel a Tram in Kolkata during one of my official visit to Kolkata and returned to the same 
place by Kolkata Metro too. Most of the public in India, use Bus, as they provide cheap means of 
Transport. Metro has become another very popular means of Transport in India, which is presently 
available in most of the Metro cities.  
 
      Metro rail is fast becoming the most popular means of mass rapid transit in India with an operational 
network of over 660 km across 12 cities. But did you know that the first metro in the country started 
operations all the way back in 1984 in Kolkata. It is also the only metro rail network that is controlled 
by the Indian Railways; all others are operated by autonomous local authorities. The second oldest 
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after Kolkata Metro is Delhi Metro, which makes the largest and busiest network of all. Following the 
success of Delhi Metro, other cities in India also started exploring the option to implement metro 
projects. With this idea, more than INR 1 trillion was invested in metro projects in the year 2018-19. 
 
      In addition to the above two old Metro transport, there are several other places such as a) Mumbai 
b) Bengaluru c) Hyderabad d) Chennai e) Kochi f) Jaipur g) Lucknow h) Noida i) Gurgaon and j) Nagpur 
and in several cities in it is in different stages of implementation. 
 
      India's road network is the second-largest, after the United States and one of the busiest in the 
world, transporting 8.225 billion passengers and over 980 million tons of cargo annually, as of 2015. 
Buses are an important means of public transport in India. Due to this social significance, urban bus 
transport is often owned and operated by public agencies, and most state governments operate bus 
services through a state road transport corporation. These corporations have proven extremely useful 
in connecting villages and towns across the country. Alongside the public companies there are many 
private bus fleets: As of 2012, there were 131,800 publicly owned buses in India, but 1,544,700 buses 
owned by private companies. 
 
      Bus rapid transit systems (BRTS), exist in several cities. Buses take up over 90% of public transport 
in Indian cities, and serve as an important mode of transport. Services are mostly run by state 
government owned transport corporations. In 1990s, all government state transport corporations have 
introduced various facilities like low-floor buses for the disabled and air-conditioned buses to attract 
private car owners to help decongest roads. 
 
 

  
 

Figure 17: A Maxi Card on Tram 

 

 

Figure 18: A Maxi Card on Metro 

 

  
 

Figure 19: A Maxi Card on Double Decker Bus 

 

 

Figure 20: A Maxi Card on Bus 
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Evolution of Transport through Ages in India  
 
      There have been different means of transport in India from ancient times, from wheel less vehicles, 
namely, Palanquins, to animal drawn carts, namely, bullock carts to Tongas, to Horse Carriages. From 
hand Rickshaws to Cycle Rickshaws, to Motor Rickshaws or Auto Rickshaws or School Rickshaws, 
they have evolved with time. Then came the Automobile revolution and it prospered well in India, from 
Vintage Imported cars to Cars manufactured in India in joint collaboration or independently made in 
India, and now India has become of exporting hub of the automobile to the developed countries such 
as United States of America, United Kingdom, various European countries. Also India, has now a better 
Public Transport System in the form of Metro at various important cities such as Kolkata, New Delhi, 
etc. Also long distance buses both in the Public (State Owned) and Private owned buses have provided 
a major fillip to the much needed transport system in India, in addition to the well-connected railway 
system in the country.  
 
 

 
 
 

By K Sridhar, Mangalore 
 

This is in continuation with last month’s article. 
 
In Bulgaria, a lighthouse is known as “фар”… 
 
      The 2001 0.25-Bulgarian lev stamp features 
the iconic Shabla Lighthouse, standing as the 
northernmost and oldest beacon along the 
Bulgarian Black Sea coast.   
 
      This octagonal brick tower is painted red-
and-white horizontal bands, housing a distinctive 
lantern and gallery. 
 
 

 
 
In Russia, a lighthouse is known as “Маяк”… 
 

                                 
 
      2021 40-Russian Ruble stamp features Mys 
Teriberskiy Lighthouse, characterized by a metal-clad 
building with the lantern and gallery positioned at one 
end.    
 
      Situated on the Kola peninsula, east of Murmansk, 
it graces the northwest part of Russia, providing a 
captivating view of the Barents Sea coast. 
 
 
 

To be continued…. 
 

Lighthouse Corner 
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
https://www.facebook.com/philately.information 

 

Story and Value of 1C Magenta – World’s Most Expensive Stamp 

 

Country of production - British Guiana (now Guyana) 
Location of production - Georgetown 
Date of production - 1856 
Nature of rarity - Very limited printing 
No. in existence - 1 
Face value - 1c 

Estimated value  

      With its US$9,480,000 sale on 17 June 2014 to Stuart Weitzman, this item broke the world record 
for a single stamp auction price each of the last four times it has been sold. The stamp was auctioned 
again on 8 June 2021 for the price of $8,307,000. Beginning November 8, 2021, individuals are able 
to purchase fractional ownership of the stamp from Stanley Gibbons.   

      The British Guiana 1c Magenta is regarded by many philatelists as the world's most famous rare 
stamp. It was issued in limited numbers in British Guiana (now Guyana) in 1856, and only one specimen 
is now known to exist. It is the only major postage stamp ever issued that is not represented in Britain's 
Royal Philatelic Collection.  

      It is imperforate, printed in black on magenta paper, and it features a sailing ship along with the 
colony's Latin motto "Damus Petimus Que Vicissim" (We give and expect in return) in the middle. Four 
thin lines frame the ship. The stamp's country of issue and value in small black upper-case lettering in 
turn surround the frame.  

Background 
 
      The 1c Magenta was part of a series of three definitive stamps issued in 1856 and was intended 
for use on local newspapers. The other two stamps, a 4c magenta and 4c blue, were intended for letter 
postage. 
 
      The issue came about through mischance. An anticipated delivery of stamps by ship did not arrive 

Stamp of the Month 
 

https://www.facebook.com/philately.information
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so the local postmaster, E.T.E. Dalton, authorized printers Joseph Baum and William Dallas, who were 
the publishers of the Official Gazette newspaper in Georgetown, to print an emergency issue of three 
stamps. Dalton gave some specifications about the design, but the printer chose to add a ship image 
of their own design to the stamps. Dalton was not pleased with the end result, and as a safeguard 
against forgery ordered that all correspondence bearing the stamps be autographed by a post office 
clerk. This particular stamp was initialed E.D.W. by the clerk E.D. Wight.   

Description and history   

      Only one copy of the 1c stamp is known to exist. It is in used condition and has been cut in an 
octagonal shape. A signature, in accordance with Dalton's policy, can be seen on the left-hand side, 
along with a heavy postmark.  

      It was discovered in 1873 by a 12-year-old Scottish schoolboy, Louis Vernon Vaughan, in the 
Guyanese county of Demerara (whose postmark the stamp bears), amongst his uncle's letters. There 
was no record of it in his stamp catalogue, so he sold it some weeks later for six shillings to a local 
collector, Neil Ross McKinnon. In 1878 McKinnon's collection was sold to a Liverpool stamp dealer, 
Thomas Ridpath, for £120. Shortly afterwards, in the same year, Thomas Ridpath sold the 1c to Philipp 
von Ferrary for about £150. His massive stamp collection was willed to a Berlin museum but following 
Ferrary's death in 1917 the entire collection was taken by France as war reparations following the end 
of World War I. 

Members of the Guyana Philatelic Society with T-shirts showing the stamp.   

      Arthur Hind bought the stamp during a series of fourteen auctions in 1922 for over $36,000 
(reportedly outbidding three kings, including George V); on 6 April 1922, sale 3, lot 295, the stamp sold 
for 300,000 francs + 17½% tax (@48 frs. to £1 it was £7,343).[7] On 30 October 1935 it was offered 
for sale at Harmer Rooke & Co auction 2704, lot 26, where a bid of £7,500 was received from Percival 
Loines Pemberton. However, the lot was withdrawn and returned to Mrs. Scala (formerly Mrs. Hind). 
In 1940, she offered it for private sale through the philately department of Macy's department store in 
New York City. It was purchased for $40,000 by Fred "Poss" Small, an Australian-born engineer from 
Florida, who had wanted to own the stamp since he first heard about it as a boy. In acquiring it, Small 
completed a full set of stamps from British Guiana. In 1970, Small auctioned his entire stamp collection 
(estimated to be worth $750,000), and the 1c stamp was acquired by a syndicate of Pennsylvanian 
investors, headed by Irwin Weinberg, who paid $280,000 for it and spent much of the decade exhibiting 
it in a worldwide tour. John E. du Pont bought it for $935,000 in 1980, setting the world's record for a 
single stamp price again. Subsequently, it was believed to have been locked in a bank vault while its 
owner was in prison. Du Pont died while still incarcerated on 9 December 2010; 80 percent of the 
proceeds from the auction went to Bulgarian Valentin Yordanov, a retired Bulgarian wrestler, to whom 
Du Pont left the majority of his estate.   

      The stamp was sold from the DuPont estate on 17 June 2014 at a Sotheby's New York auction, 
sale number N09154, for $9,480,000, including buyer's premium. It took only two minutes to sell to an 
anonymous bidder, and was the fourth time the stamp had broken the world's record for a single-stamp 
bid; this time, the sale broke the 1996 record of $2,300,000 for the Treskilling Yellow, an 1855 Swedish 
stamp. The purchaser has since identified himself as shoe designer and businessman Stuart 
Weitzman, who collected stamps as a child. The stamp was auctioned once again on 8 June 2021 for 
the price of $8,307,000.   

Controversies 
 
      At one point, it was suggested that the 1c stamp was merely a "doctored" copy of the magenta 4c 
stamp of the same series, a stamp very similar to the 1c stamp in appearance. These claims were 
disproven. 
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      In the 1920s a rumor developed that a second copy of the stamp had been discovered by then-
owner, Arthur Hind, who quietly purchased the supposed second copy to subsequently destroy it. The 
rumour has not been substantiated.   

      In 1999, a second 1c stamp was claimed to have been discovered in Bremen, Germany. The stamp 
was owned by Peter Winter, who is widely known for producing many forgeries of classic philatelic 
items, printed as facsimiles on modern paper. Nevertheless, two European experts, Rolf Roeder and 
David Feldman, have said Winter's stamp is genuine. The stamp was twice examined and found to be 
a fake by the Royal Philatelic Society London. In their opinion, this specimen in fact was an altered 4c 
magenta stamp.   

Public display 

      In November 2014, the National Postal Museum of the Smithsonian Institution announced that the 
then-anonymous owner of the stamp had agreed to display it at the museum in Washington, DC, 
beginning 4 June 2015 and running through 2 December 2018. Next to the Postal Museum exhibit is a 
copy of a Donald Duck comic book, The Gilded Man, (OS 422) from 1952 whose central plot element 
revolves around Donald and his nephews, Huey, Louie and Dewey, going to British Guiana to try to 
find another copy of the stamp. The comic is written and drawn by Carl Barks.   

      The stamp was exhibited in the Court of Honor at World Stamp Show-NY 2016 in New York City 
from May 28 to June 3, 2016. Now it is with Stanley Gibbons.   

Buy the Book on this Stamp:   

The One-Cent Magenta Hardcover – 14 Mar 2017   

Book Purchase Link: https://www.amazon.in/One-Cent-Magenta-James-Barron/dp/1616205180/  

Regarding the Article:   

Reference : https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Guiana_1c_magenta - link as on August 15, 2022. 
Image: http://world-stamps-pictures.blogspot.com/2007/10/value-of-old-and-best-known-
postage.html - link as on August 15, 2022.   

Relevant Copyrights Respected. 
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By Swamynathan R, Mumbai 
 
Introduction -- Arts in Philately 
 
      The fourth solution to philately is on the topic of Arts being represented in the philately items. People 
with an interest in arts will be able to explore arts in philately. 
 
      A Good Pictorial Art is not about what appeals to the eye but the art factors that appeals to the eye 
and mind. 
 
      “Philately Art” is concerned with matters allied to the stamp’s artistry or artwork. Stamp artistry or 
stamp artwork alone is not much of interest in the subject of philately.  Arts in Philately is different from 
Conventional Arts. The four main factors that dominate the arts in philately and conventional arts are 
Representation, Space, Clarity and Aesthetics. 
 
Various aspects of arts in philately 
 
1. Representation 

 
In Conventional arts, the picture represented is about REALITY. 
Example: Nature, human situations, objects 
 
In Philately arts, the picture represented is about an EVENT & THEME. In philately arts Deign plays 
an important role in representing the stamp picture. 
Example: Children’s Day, Golden Jubilee celebrations 
 
How an Event & Theme is to be represented for a philatelic item is very important.   
The representation is the thought and idea reflecting Creativity.  
Representation is also called DESIGN. 
 
A philately Design/Representation consists of two factors: 

• Type of Representation --- Abstract, Symbolic, Actual, Stylish, Decorative, Humour 

• Techniques of Representation --- Drawing, Image, Painting, Engraving 

 

Creativity is an idea embedded within the representation 

 
2. Space 

 
Conventional Arts has no limitation of space for the picture to be depicted.  Philately arts has to be 
represented within a limited canvas/space. 
 
3. Clarity 

 
Clarity in Philately arts is of utmost importance as the original picture is reduced many times to fit into 
a small size of a postage stamp. The clarity in reduced picture must remain. 
 
In conventional art, there is no reduction factor. 
 
 

 

Philately of the Future - A Possible Solution-4 
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4. Aesthetics 
 

Aesthetics involves the artistic factor which are generally appealing to human eye. 
 
5. Colour 

 
Colouring an art must be done considering the eye appeal factor and visibility/clarity f each element of 
art. 
 
Conclusion 
 
A philately theme represented with various aspects philatelic art makes a nice philatelic item worth 
collecting. 

 
Examples of Philately Art 
 
Art No. 1 
Type of Representation : Abstract 
Technique of Representation : Painting 
 

 
 
Description: 
Each stamp expresses three phases of any sport competition 

• Before the Event – Moment of intense concentration, of mental psyching and nervous pressure 

• During the Event – A phase of sheer power and ultimate drive 

• After the Event – Moment of elation exhilaration that comes with the achievement of having 
completed and done the best 

 
Art No. 2 
Type of Representation : Abstract 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description: 
Same image with minor changes depicting various disability 

• Stamp-1 > Eye disability • Stamp-2 > Hearing disability 

• Stamp-3 > Leg disability • Stamp-4 > Hand disability 
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Art No. 3 
Type of Representation : Actual 
Technique of Representation : Painting 

 

 
Description: 
An open envelope is perceived as a Landscape. 
 
Art No. 4 
Type of Representation : Actual 
Technique of Representation : Drawing (dots) 
 

 
Description: 
Two folded hands representing Australia Outline map for a cancellation. 
 
Art No. 5 
Type of Representation : Actual 
Technique of Representation : Drawing (thick and thin line and Geometric form) 
 

                     
Above two figures represents two different techniques of depicting Australia Map outline. 
 
Art No. 6 
Type of Representation : Actual 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description: Cancellation with SIMPLICTY 
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Art No. 7 
Type of Representation : Symbolic 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 

 

              
 
Description: 
Human Rights represented by a sequence of Black spot to flying bird. 
Enlarged picture of the Human Rights 

 
 

Art No. 8 
Type of Representation : Abstract 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 
 

 
Description: 
A folded ribbon representing Australia map outline. 
 
 
Art No. 9 
Type of Representation : Creative 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 
 
 

 
 
Description: 
Hexagon shaped Honey comb and stamp perforation used to represent the year ‘87’ 
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Art No. 10 
Type of Representation : Creative 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 
 
 

 
Description: Horse Shoe magnet representing EUROPA attracting various European countries. 
 

 
 

Description: Cancellation with creativity (Ship captain holding ship steering wheel) 
 

                      
 

Description: The word SIDA has been designed as an OWL 
In word “Jesuis Sport”, the alphabet “U&R” depicts a sportsman. 
Technique :  Line drawing  
 
Art No. 11 
Type of Representation : Letters in both images form a BIRD and TELEPHONE 
Technique of Representation : Drawing and alphabets 
 

             
Description: Left image is a cancellation and right is a cover image 
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Art No. 12 
Type of Representation : Number in the form of musical instruments 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 
 

 
 
Art No. 13 
Type of Representation : Abstract 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 

 
Design – Geometric Shape 

• Five sided shape represents the five continents of common wealth countries. 

• Each shades of five sided figure represents a common wealth country 

• The various five sided shapes linked together depicts the unification of common wealth countries. 
 

 
 

Design : Different stamps depict different ways for the theme “Living Green” 
Technique : Line Drawing 

 

• Stamp-1 > Save Water 

• Stamp-3 > Travel Smart 

• Stamp-2 > Reduce Waste 

• Stamp-4 > Save Energy 
 

 
 
Design :  A grown Banyan Tree representing ‘Human Dignity’ 
Technique – Line drawing 
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Design :  Symbolic Representation 
Two interlinked rings representing two friendly countries. 
Technique – Geometric figures and Line Drawing 
 
Other Design representing friendship between two entities 
 

                                      
 
Art No. 14 
Type of Representation : Decorative 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 
 

 
 

Design :  DECORATIVE Cancellation 
 
Art No. 15 
Type of Representation : Stylish 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 
 

 
 

Design : Cancellation with a STYLE 
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Art No. 16 
Type of Representation : Stylish 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 
 

 
 
Art No. 17 
Type of Representation : Artistic 
Technique of Representation : Drawing 
 

 
 
 
Find the Design & Technique used in the following four stamps ? 
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World Wetlands Day 
37th All India Postal 

Badminton 
Tournament 2023-24 

 

National Productivity Day 
 

   
Bengaluru 
02.02.2024 

 

Raipur 
05.02.2024 

 

Bengaluru 
12.02.2024 

 

International Mother Language Day 
 

   
Belagavi 

21.02.2024 
 

Bengaluru 
21.02.2024 

Chennai 
21.02.2024 

 

Constitution & National Unity Convention 
 

 

India Post Tech Logistics 
Conclave 

 

   

Bengaluru 
24.02.2024 

 

Bengaluru 
25.02.2024 

 

Mumbai 
27.02.2024 

 

Leap Day 
 

Rare Disease Day 

   
Tiruchirappalli 

29.02.2024 
Bengaluru 
29.02.2024 

Nashik 
29.02.2024 

New Special/Permanent Pictorial Cancellations 
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By Abhijit De, Philatelist 
 

Introduction  

 
      This article is a continuation of the series of article on Stamp on stamps that started with an 
introduction article in the July 2023 issue of this Bulletin, with articles on individual countries that 
followed in subsequent Bulletins. This article is on the Stamp on stamps of the nation of Thailand, 
which was earlier called Siam. As is the pattern in the earlier articles, some interesting stamps related 
to the history and traditions of Thailand are also included.  In this case it is related to Buddhism and 
the Ramayana legacy we find in Thailand. Like many of the Stamp on stamps seen in earlier articles, 
most of the Stamp on stamps were also issued during one or another of the Thaipex or Bangkok 
Philatelic exhibitions.  

 

      These 3 stamps of Thailand show a map of Thailand, on a general 
map of parts of S.E. Asia, with the country of Thailand shown in a darker 
colour compared to the background, including on the stamp showing 
their national flag. The northern borders of Thailand are mountainous, 
and this country has a long coastline. 
 
      The 2 stamps on top, among these 3 stamps, showing the map of 
Thailand with the U.P.U. logo on each Map, was issued for the 80th 
Anniversary of their country joining U.P.U.  By taking the initiative to join 
the U.P.U., the then King of Siam, King Rama V, also called King 
Chulalongkorn could correspond with many European and Asian 
countries and arrange Royal visits, one of which was to the Austrian 
Empire, thus making his country known to many countries around the 
world, which maybe the reason Thailand was never colonized. He also 

set up a training center for training his Postal Department staff, and encouraging them to learn foreign 
languages, including English. Therefore, foreigners who visited or worked in Thailand, didn’t face 
difficulties in communication during those early years of this country’s development and modernization.  
 

 
 

      This long coastline gives Thailand an advantage due to which they have a large number of tourist 
resorts, some of which are shown on the stamp sheetlet shared here. Another attraction, found off the 
coast of Thailand, are the live corals and colourful coral fishes. Two stamp sets issued by Thailand on 
the coral seas are shared here. We in India have similar coral seas off the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, Lakshadweep islands and the Gulf of Mannar, the last being located off the coast of southern 
Tamilnadu and northern Sri Lanka.  

Stamp on Stamps of Thailand 
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Caption: India has been one of the countries 

that issued a set of stamps on Corals. These 

stamps show a few of the about 250 different 

corals that exist in our national waters. Many 

other Indian Ocean and Pacific nations have 

also issued stamps on these corals and colourful 

coral fish, including Australia and U.S.A. 

Unfortunately, due to pollution, rising 

temperatures and higher salt content of sea 

water, many coral colonies are getting 

destroyed, which is of course an area of 

universal concern, after one sees how beautiful 

these Coral Seas are.  

 

 

      The first  set of Stamp on stamps shared here, shows the  first stamps issued officially by 
Thailand, then called Siam, before which mail was either carried by postmen only  on behalf of the 
Royal family of  Siam, or, for  foreigners like merchants and missionaries ,a postal counter was 
maintained by the British Authorities in Bangkok after a 
treaty was signed on April 18, 1855, which ended on July 1, 
1885, the day Siam joined the Universal Postal 
Union(U.P.U.).  These letters to foreign locations were sent 
via the British Straits Settlements, initially using British India 
stamps, and then Straits settlement stamps.  There are 
Strait Settlement stamps overprinted with a “B” which were 
used for these letters sent from Bangkok.  
 

      This Miniature Sheet shows 5 Stamp on stamps 
which was issued by Thailand Post on 1st August 2008, 
to celebrate 125th Anniversary of Thai Postal service, 
which was established on 4th August 1883,with 
establishment of their Head Office building, during the reign 
of the King Rama V Chulalongkorn(1868-1910)  ,who  is the 
5th King of the currently ruling Chakri Dynasty ,which 
dynasty is also  called the Rattanakosin dynasty  (meaning 
“Jewel of God Indra”- which was the name given to  the then 
newly founded city of Bangkok, which  was inaugurated in 
1782, by the first king of this dynasty, King Phutthayotfa 
Chulalok or Rama I) .Out of these 5 stamps, the 25 Baht 
stamp in the center is a Hologram stamp. 
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Caption: This stamp, issued for the Bangkok Philatelic exhibition 

1983, shows the original Thailand General Post Office Building, 

which was commissioned in August1883.This building was replaced 

with the new Thailand H.O. post office building in June 1940.The 

Miniature Sheet shared here, with the Hologram stamp in the center, 

shows this building in the background.  

 

 
      These 5 earliest stamps of Siam were issued for local use only, and therefore the currency stated 
on these stamps were the local currency of that time, and no name of country, in English, was written 
on the stamps either.   There were 6 values in the currency system which was followed then, out of 
which 5 values are shown on this M.S., because of the reason discussed here under.  The values of 
Thai currency used at that time were as follows, for each of which a stamp was issued, starting with 
the stamp on the top left of the M.S, which is shown in black colour but was actually dark blue. 
Postcards were also issued  for sale. These were called Solot series of stamps, and the values were 
as follows: 
  

1. 1 Solot      =  1/16th of a Fueang. 
2. 1 Att          =  1/8th of a Fueng. 
3. 1 Sio         =  1/4 of Fueng. 
4. 1 Sik         =  1/2 Fueng. 
5. 1 Fueng    =  1/8th of Baht. 
6. 1 Salueng =  1/4 of Baht. 
 

      A Baht was used earlier as a way to weigh and value metals, but was used as a currency thereafter 
to denote their highest value of money, just like the Pound Sterling currency of Britain.  A 1 Baht coin 
was initially a gold coin.   
 
 

 

 

 

Caption: This Stamp on stamp of Thailand, which forms part of set 

of 4 such stamps issued for Thaipex 1973, showing early period 

Siam stamps, gives a clear copy of the first stamp issued by Siam, 

which is the bluish 1 Solot stamp.  

 

 

 
 

 

Caption: In 1885, in order to deal with international mail on their 

own, Siam joined the Universal Postal Union, with Prince Prisdang, 

who is shown on this stamp, taking the initiative. By 1887 the Solot 

set of stamps were replaced with ones that meet U.P.U. 

requirements.  The Solot series of stamps are considered rare, as they 

were also the only ones that had values in all the old monetary 

currency. Subsequent Siam stamps were valued in Att. till decimal 

currency system of Baht and Satang was introduced in 1897.Further 

information about post U.P.U. membership stamps of Thailand will 

be discussed in another Stamp on stamps section hereunder. 
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      The 1 Fueng stamp never entered postal services as they were delivered too late, so only 5 stamps 
were issued. They are shown in the above M.S. in the sequence given in the above list (I.e top left to 
right and downwards), with the Hologram stamp in the centre having the top value of 1 Salueng, but 
without a 1 Fueng stamp being issued, or shown as you know. These stamps were printed by Waterlow 
& Sons, London.  Forming the background on this MS is their first and oldest post office building, which 
has since been replaced by the new Thailand General Post office which opened on 24th June 1940. 
 
      A 3-stamp set to celebrate 70 years of Thailand’s new General Post office in Bangkok, showing the 
main building, and 2 ceremic style copies of Stamp on stamp of Kings of Siam are shown here.  The 
one on the left, showing King Chukalongkorn‘s portrait  was issued as  the definitive of 1905-08, and 
the second ceramic style copy shows a Statue of King Rama I Ramathiboudi, which was issued to 
celebrate 150 years of the reign of the House of Ramathibadi/Ramathiboudi, in 1932, during the reign 
of King Rama VII Prajadipok. The first stamp on stamp on top left also features the Garuda Seal in the 
style which forms the official seal/emblem of the Postal Services of Thailand, and the second one is a 
seated statue of King Rama V Chukalongkorn, which is in the H.O. building premises.  The new General 
Post office, is built in a Neo-classical and functional style as shown on the third stamp and the building 
is decorated with the mythical Garuda bird stucco mouldings in the 2 frontal corners, and 2 stucco 
moulding made in the form of the Seal of the Thai Post office, on each side of the 4 walls of the main 
hall in the ground floor of this building. The Garuda bird is a mythical bird mentioned in the Epic, 
Ramayana, which Epic is famous in Thailand in the form of their   national Epic called Ramakien, and 
is discussed in another section in more details.  
 
      After a relatively late start, by 1886, the Thailand Postal system network had expanded to 79 post 
offices across the country. 
 

 
 

Caption: This set of 3 stamps show the stamps issued to celebrate 70 years of the new General Post Office of 

Thailand Post, which P.O.  was commissioned in June 1940. This stamp set was used on the postal cover when I 

received the Thai postal stamps ordered by me around 2010, from their Philatlic Bureau located in this General 

Post Office, Bangkok, which is their Postal Headquarters, and therefore I have saved it with the cancellations. 

As many Philatelists may be aware, stamps saved with cancellations also have value, and can often be a premium 

philatelic item, especially when dealing with the subject of Postal History in exhibitions.  Please note that a wider 

margin, while cutting from the envelope the stamps are stuck on to, is epected to be maintained, to ensure that 

stamps don’t get cut when we want to save the cancellation too. However, unfortunately, in this case the 

neighbouring stamps were stuck very close to these stamps. Normally such close cutting with scissors is not 

recommended, because if one is not careful the perforations of stamps may get cut. Tearing the paper on which 

the stamps are stuck is safer, in order to separate 2 stamps next to each other from the postal envelope, rather 

than cutting them apart. If the cancellation is not to be saved, soaking the stamps in water to remove from paper 

is recommended. However please note that now a days, due to the quality of adhesive used by Consumers, the 

separation is not always successful. 
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Caption: This special Miniature sheet was issued for the theme General Post Office- Post and Philately, during 

the Thailand World Stamp Exhibition held in August 2013, and it   shows the Emblem of the Thai General Post 

Office printed on the stamp shown in the lower centre, using offset lithography and Hot - Foil process and 

embossing. Other stamps are famous stamps of Thailand, producing using a process to give a ceramic finish 

effect - They are 1. (Top left)- This shows the high value stamps (1 Baht and above) issued  by Siam for  King 

Rama VI Vajiravudh after his accession, from 15th October 1912 .The  first batches of the definitive  set were  

printed in Vienna , and a second series, without much alteration , was   printed thereafter  in London. 2. ( Bottom 

left)- This stamp , showing the Legislative assembly of Siam/ Thailand, is a set of stamps, all  with this same  

design , which was  issued in June 1932 to mark the 7th Anniversary of the Siamese Revolution of 1932 (This was 

a bloodless coup, which overthrew the Siamese King, and there after the Monarchy became a Constitutional 

Monarchy). 3. (top center , on left , above the Emblem of the Thai General post office) - This stamp is one of the 

Solot series of stamps issued with the portrait of King Rama V Chulalongkorn, which was part of  the first stamp 

set  issued by Siam . 4. (Top center- right)-This is the first series of stamps issued after Siam joined U.P.U. ,with 

values in Att, and for the first time the name of Siam was shown on the stamp. This series of stamps continued to 

show the portrait of King Rama V Chulalongkorn, but with variations compared to the very first Siam stamp set. 

.5. (Right -top)- This set of stamps, issued on 11/11/1908 , shows a statue King Rama V on a horse, for the  40th 

Jubilee of his,which  till then ,was the longest reign among Kings of Thailand. Thai currency was also called 

Tical, till 1925, on their currency notes, in the portion written in English. This high value stamp set had the values 

in Tical instead of Baht written on the stamps. 6. ( Right- bottom on this Miniature Sheet)- The first Airmail 

stamps of Siam was issued from January 1925,and  shows Garuda in flight.. Two original Airmail stamps of Siam 

and 1 of Thailand with this Garuda design is shown, hereunder too . 

 

      There is another interesting stamp set on a Miniature Sheet, showing historical stamps of Siam, 
made of ceramics, like the 2 Stamp on stamps shown on the above stamp set issued for the anniversary 
of the then new 1940 Thailand Post Office Headquarters. These ceramic style stamps are influenced 
by the famous ceramic export industry, that had started under the ancient Sukhothai kingdom (1238-
1438 AD), which became part of the Ayutthaya kingdom after 1438 and which place had influenced the 
growth of the ceramic industry in Thailand.  
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      Other industries that Thailand is famous for is the Silk industry and a large variety of Orchid flower 
that they grow and export. A stamp set on the famous Thai Silks was issued by Thailand and many 
stamps sets on their large variety of Orchids also have been issued, some of which are shared here. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

        
 

Caption: The 2 stamps of Thailand shown here above, represent people and costumes from some of the earliest 

kingdoms that formed Siam/ Thailand. The 1 Baht stamp shows costumes from the Sukhothai period, which was 

in existence roughly in between 13th to 14th Century. The 1.50 Baht stamp, shows people from the Ayutthaya 

period of Siam/ Thai history, which was roughly in between 1350 to 1767. These were the earliest historical 

periods /Kingdoms in the history of Thailand.     
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To be continued… 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.  Please send the matter in A4 size 

Word format.  Send the clear images in separate files. 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The values of the Thai stamps were like the older Indian currency, which had names like Phuti Cowri, 

Cowri (also called Kowdi), Damri,Dhela,Pie, Paisa and Rupya till about 1830AD. Anna was introduced 

later on (values were roughly as follows : 3 phootie cowrie made a Cowri , 10 cowries made a Damri, 

2 Damri made a Dhela, 3 Dhela made 1 paisa and 64 paisa made 1 Rupya. Annas were introduced later 

on. 1 Rupya had the following values in the other coins before India /British India coins was introduced. 

1 Rupya = 16 Annas, or 64 paisa, or 128 Dhela, or 192 pie, or 256 Dhamri. Usage of Cowrie shells as 

currency started in India from about 5th century A.D., and even before that Cowrie had been used as a 

currency in parts of Africa, especially Western Africa. In Asia too, including Siam, Cowrie currency 

had been used. There were of course other currencies like Pagoda., which was widely used in the South, 

including continuation within Madras Presidency as shown in this chart: 

 

Pagoda Rupee/ Rupya Fanams  Cash 

 

1 3 ½  42 3360 

          1 12   960 

    1 88 
 

 

 

   

By around 1830, that is before the first British India, Portuguese or French stamps were issued, the 

Rupya/Rupee alternative was adopted.  2 photos showing the coins mentioned in this section are given 

here.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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Gibraltar 
 

Guernsey 
 

Birds of Prey 
 

200 Years of RNLI  

 
 

 

Issued on 20.02.2024 
 

Issue date 04.03.2024 
 

 
Romania 

 

Extinct Species From the Fauna of Romania 
 

 
 

Issued on 22.02.2024 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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Isle of Man 
 

Maurice Gibb 
 
 

Marine Mosaics by Kimmy McHarrie 

 
 

Issued on 29.02.2024 
 

 
 

Issue date 07.03.2024 

 
 

Croatia 
 

Popular Culture 
 

 
 

Issued on: 21.02.2024 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+ 
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By Mohanachandran Nair 
 

Modern Management The Gita Way (Gita on Stamps) 
 

      In this fast-moving, busy world, man knows everything but himself. He tries to control everything, 
but he is unable to control himself (his mind). He understands the outer world, but he is unable to 
understand his inner world. Why do people say that if you open any page of the Bhagavad Gita, you 
will get answers to any of your life problems? 

 
      Lord Krishna's cautioning, cajoling, and chastening of Arjuna, spurring him 
to act in the battle of the Mahabharata, came to be a sacred book, the Bhagavad 
Gita, with 18 chapters. Unlock the profound wisdom of the ages with 
"Discovering the Wisdom of the Bhagavad Gita." This ancient scripture, revered 
by Swami Vivekananda as unparalleled, provides timeless guidance for modern 
life. . There is no other book in the world that provides solutions to the problems 
of life in an aesthetic and ethical manner. Now, this book takes you on a journey 
from confusion to clarity, offering solutions for today's challenges. Bhagavad 
Gita are timeless and applicable to people from all walks of life, irrespective of 
their cultural or religious background, irrespective of age, caste, and creed, for 
leading a happy and peaceful life.  
 

      The system of karma takes care of all. You just reap what you sow. No, hymns and worship of God 
are not compulsory in the Bhagavad Gita. But it strongly recommends doing so (surrender and 
devotion) for one’s own spiritual progress. Everyone can handle any current situation by depending on 
Bhagavad-Gita and Lord Krishna. 
 
      The Bhagavad Gita transcends religious boundaries, revealing universal truths that apply to all 
humankind. It's not just a religious text; it's a guide to living with purpose and inner strength. Learn to 
harness the power of your mind, find serenity in life's seasons, and discover answers to life's questions. 
This book “Modern Management: the Gita way …(Gita on Stamps)” by M Lokeswara Rao empowers 
the present generation to rise above confusion and realize their inner potential. It's an invitation to tap 
into the timeless teachings of the Bhagavad Gita for a more balanced, enriched, and meaningful 
experience. Total 188 slokas were included in the book. The book "Modern Management: The Gita 
Way" explains how Krishna's teachings can facilitate holistic development for individuals, leading to a 
happy and peaceful life. It also emphasizes an individual's social responsibility to society to create a 
healthy planet on Earth—our home. The "Gita" continues to influence modern human society, 
particularly the younger generation. It also analyses and highlights how the Bhagavad Gita supports 
and fosters certain management visions and thoughts, setting a benchmark in the modern world for 
individual and organizational success. 
 
      The book is special because stamps released by different countries on Gita and Lord Krishna were 
included in the book. Line drawings were made relating to some slokas of Gita relating to the real life 
situation. Schematic drawings were given on how one achieves personal and organizational goals 
using Management techniques taught by Management Guru Lord Krishna in Gita. A chapter namely 
Gita in School Curriculum was included in the chapter that Gita should be included in the school 
curriculum for teaching moral values to the young children. The book is useful to people from all walks 
of life, especially youth. 
 
 

Book Review 
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Some of the pages from the book 

 
      The Author told me that the manuscript for this book had been done sometime in 2004. Since he 
got promotions he was busy forgetting about it.  He continued “Four months back when I was cleaning 
up I located the manuscript and softcopy in my database.  I edited it and added philately part to the 
manuscript.  It is one of the most laborious works.” 
 
 
Details of Book 
 
Total Pages 203,   A5 size,  
    
Total chapters 24 namely  All About Bhagavad, Bhagavad Gita: Management Epic, Vedas, Mind, 
Concentration, Knowledge, Wisdom, Action, Nature, Character, Desire, Self-Control, Faith, Work, 
Dharma, Devotion, Duty, Liberation, Environmental Issues, Takeaways From Gita, Gita in School 
Curriculum, Bhagavad Gita and Mahabharata on Stamps, Conclusion, Bibliography.  colour images 
philatelic materials used,  
 
Publishers: The Write Order Publications. 
    
Year of publication:  2024           ISBN: 978-81-967338-1-0 
 
Price of the book: INR 999   after discount 900 which is inclusive of registered parcel, shipping etc. 
 

 
Author: M. Lokeswara Rao IFS (Retd.) 
 
Contact: Author: M. Lokeswara Rao IFS (Retd.)  Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Head of 
Forest Force (Retd.)   Mobile: 9436215175      Email: madirajul@gmail.com       
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JUNAGADH H.O. : 26 July 2023 

Siddi Dhamal 
 

AHMEDABAD : 18 October 2023 
Pandit Sukhtalji 

  
PUNE : 05 December 2023 

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Pune 
 

RAIPUR : 27 January 2024 
Mata Kaushalya Mandir, Chandkhuri 

  
CAISUA : 29 January 2024 

86th QSF Board Meeting of Universal Postal Union 
RAIPUR : 05 February 2024 

37th All India Postal Badminton Tournament 2023-24 
 

  
GANGTOK  : 07 February 2024 

The Kay or Chyabrung - A Musical Instrument of 
Limboo Tribe of Sikkim 

NAGPUR : 16 February 2024 

50 Years of FDCM 
 

New Special Covers 
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DARBHANGA : 18 February 2024 

Planetarium Cum Science Museum, Darbhanga 
MANGALURU : 18 February 2024 

100 Years of Karnataka Bank 
 

  
WANOWRIE : 16 February 2024 

25th Annual Conference of Indian Society of 
Neuroanaesthesiology and Critical Care 

KHAIRSTABAD H.P.O. : 17 February 2024 
Chennamaneni Rajeshara Rao’s Birth Centenary 

 

  
INDORE : 23 February 2024 

Organic Product 
 

HYDERABAD G.P.O. : 24 February 2024 
50th Dairy Industry Conference 

 

  
CHENNAI : 24 February 2024 

Vidyodaya Schools 
 

INDORE : 24 February 2024 
Acharya 108 Shree Yogindrasagarji Maharaj 

 

  
BENGALURU : 24 February 2024 

Constitution & National Unity Convention 2024 
DEORIA : 27 February 2024 

Laxmikant Chaturvedi 
 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
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EFIRO 2024 

      A specialized World Stamp Exhibition EFIRO 2024 will be held at the National 
Library of Romania, Bucharest, Romania from 16 to 19 April 2024.  Usual classes 
are available for participation, plus a new Experimental Class for 2 or 3 Frame 
Exhibits.  Smt. Savita Jhingan is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp 
No.9811160884) and Shri. Kapil Gogri is the Apprentice National Commissioner 
(WhatsApp No.9821111140) 

      More details are available at https://www.efiro.ro/rules.php  

 

JAKARTA 2024 

 

      Asian International Stamp Exhibition JAKARTA-2024 will be held at the Pos Bloc 
Jakarta from 3 to 7 July 2024.  The exhibition is organised by the Indonesian Philatelic 
Exhibitors Association under the patronage of FIAP.  About 1200 frames will be 
displayed.  More details can be available at:  https://jakarta2024fiap.com/irex/  
 
Shri. Parvesh Kumar Gupta is the National Commissioner  
(WhatsApp +919810628387) (Email: maachis001@gmail.com) 
Shri.Anil Reddy is the Apprentice National Commissioner. 

                         (WhatsApp +919841022884 (Email: anilreddy.stamps@gmail.com) 
 

CHINA 2024 

      40th Asian International Stamp Exhibition will be held at the Shanghai Exhibition Centre from 29 th 
November to 3rd December 2024.  The event holds particular significance as it commemorates both 
the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China and the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately.  The exhibition is under FIAP Patronage and FIP 
recognition and is expected a display of around 1600 frames. 

Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkaar is the National Commissioner 
(Mobile: 9766310553 Email: pratisadn@gmail.com) 
Mr. Rajesh Paharia is the Assistant Commissioner 
(Mobile:9351716969 Email: shreetotal@gmail.com) 
 

MELBOURNE 2025 

 
      The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne, 
Australia will be held in 2025. 
 

      For more details:  https://melbourne2025.com.au/ 
 
 

Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp +919351716969) 
Email: shreetotal@gmail.com  

Forthcoming Events 
 

https://www.efiro.ro/rules.php
https://jakarta2024fiap.com/irex/
mailto:pratisadn@gmail.com
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://melbourne2025.com.au/
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
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EUROPHILEX-2025 
 

      The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held 
at Birmingham.  The extended dates of European Philatelic Exhibition will be on 
8th to 11th May 2025.  This is the first time ever, Britain has decided to move its 
international exhibition out of London.  Birmingham is the country’s second city, 
which is located in the centre of England, surrounded by a massive population 
and several other large cities. 

        
      For more details:  https://europhilex2025.co.uk/ 
 

 
GANDHIPEX-2024 POSTPONED 
 
      Department of Posts, Ahmedabad Circle Office organised a Philatelic Exhibition named 
Gandhipex-2024 in Second Floor, Speed Post Bhavan, Shahibaug, Ahmedabad-380004. The 
scheduled dates from 27 to 30 January 2024 was postponed.  New dates will be announced shortly. 
The theme of the exhibition will be “Gandhi & Ramrajya”  Around 200 frames will be arranged to display 
the award winning exhibits of Mahatma Gandhi.  Those who wish to exhibit their collection are 
requested to contact the Philatelic Bureau, Ahmedabad.   Tel No. 079-25501248 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
 

www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
www.indiamintstamp.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

 
Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVI. No.194 (Feb. 2024) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June & 
July. 2022) 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.172 - 174 (Oct 2022 - Apl 2023) 
Filacap – online. No.252  (February 2024) 
The Fila Capsule No.2 (July-September 2023) 
 
 

 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 


