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Dear Friends,

| am glad to say that the Department of Posts is always keen in celebrating the historical events on
philately. We have witnessed many such celebrations like anniversary of 1st postage stamp, UPU, 1st
Official Airmails, Pigeongram, Postcard centenary, 100000 Post Offices, Pin Code, Speed Post
etc. This year also the postal department started celebrations of two historical events. The first one is
the 250th anniversary of Kolkata GPO. The Postal Department (Bengal Circle) organised a one week
celebration from 14 to 19 March 2024 including postal history and philatelic exhibitions, release of
special covers/picture postcards, heritage walk and several cultural programmes. Another one is the
250th anniversary of the Copper ticket which was introduced in Azimabad (Patna). In connection with
this event the Postal Department (Bihar Circle) planned a yearlong celebration with several
programmes like exhibitions, release of special covers etc. | am sure that these celebrations will help
the philatelists to know more about the history of events and will be useful to collect more such historical
materials.

We are expecting more such activities by the Department of Posts in future and wish all our best.

Mohanachandran Nair
Mobile No: 9387801948

Bharat= xotics

Scan code for accessing a
catalog of over 2000+
stamps and accessories!

LOGINTO: w
Unusual Stamps }

www.bharatexotics.com
==

For joining our exclusive whatsapp group

contact: SOBSIR31D ‘ I .
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PHILATELY PROMOTION EVENT BY SIPA

South India Philatelists Association (SIPA) conducted a Philately Expo Event at Ology Tech.
School, Mugalalivakkam, Chennai on 24 February 2024 with the help of Ms. Navaneetam, Teacher of
the school. SIPA members Mr. Bhaskar, Mr. Sreedharan, Mr. Padmanabhan and Mr. Mahesh
displayed their collections on various topics like Cartoons, Scouts, Freedom Fighters, Cinema and
Tamilnadu.

Mr. Mahesh conducted an interactive session with students and parents. A spot quiz programme
was also conducted and the winners were presented with a pack of stamps. A PowerPoint presentation
on benefits of stamp collecting was organized at the venue. Also done a demonstration on mounting
stamps in album sheets.

SIPA’s publication “Beginners Book on Stamp Collecting” was sold to some of the students at
subsidized price.

SPECIAL COVER ON KASHI VISWANATH TEMPLE

A special cover with special cancellation was issued on 7th March, 2024 ahead of Mahashivratri
on Shri Kashi Vishwanath Temple at the Head Post Office, Varanasi. The cover was released by Prof.
Nagendra Pandey, President, Shri Kashi Vishwanath Temple Trusteeship Council along with Shri.
Krishn Kumar Yadav, Postmaster General, Varanasi Region, Shri. Vinay Kumar, SPO (West) Varanasi
Division, Shri. P. C. Tiwari Senior Postmaster HPO Varanasi and Shri. Pramod Kumar Bansal,
President, Prayag Philatelic Society.
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The Secretary of the Prayag Philatelic Society welcomed the guests while Shri. Ashok Mital, a
member of the society, greeted them with flowers. The President of the Society, Shri. Pramod Kumar
Bansal presented mementos to the dignitaries.

The special cover and cancellation of Shri Kashi Vishwanath Temple were proposed by Prayag
Philatelic Society, Prayagraj which was considered and approved by the office of Postmaster General,
Varanasi Region. The cover and cancellation were designed by a member of the society. The postmark
or cancellation depicts ‘Nandy’.

In his speech, the chief guest Prof. Pandey said that it was one of the happiest moments for him to
have released a special cover on Kashi Vishwanath Temple and he thanked the PMG to have given
him this opportunity to be present for the release and to have met the august gathering.

Mr. K.K. Yadav welcomed everyone in the divine festivity of Mahashivratri. He emphasised on the
importance of philately as it is a source of knowledge and research on manifold subjects.

Among the members of the society, Shri. Pramod Kumar Bansal (President), Shri. Rahul Ganguli
(Secretary) and Shri. Ashok Mital were present for the function. Staff members from the postal
department also graced the occasion. The event was conducted by the Secretary of the society.

The special cover is available at the Philatelic Bureau, Varanasi and later it will be available through
the web portal of Department of Posts - ePost Office.

The event concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chief Guest and Postmaster General and to all
who were present for the occasion. The National Anthem was sung by all at the end of the function.

PCI MASTER CLASSES | & |l

Philatelic Congress of India (PCI), the National Philatelic Federation, organized a Webinar Series
in two phases — PCI Masterclass | & 1.

First, a three-day webinar series on Masterclass on Exhibiting Techniques from 15" to 17t
February, 2024, by world renowned philatelists. The programme received an overwhelming response
and nearly 500 philatelists from all over the world registered for the webinar. The aim of the webinars
was to promote philatelic exhibiting and help exhibitors gain a better understanding of good techniques
as well as the do's and don'ts.

First Masterclass on Thematic Philately and Traditional Philately was mastered by FIP Juror Mr.
Peter Suhadolc from Slovenia and Dr. Peter P McCann (RDP) from USA respectively.
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Second Masterclass on Postal History and Open Philately was covered by FIP Juror Mr. James
Peter Gough (RDP) from USA and Mrs. Birthe King from United Kingdom.

Third Masterclass on Postal Stationery and Revenue Philately was delivered by Mr. Sandeep
Jaiswal from USA and FIP Revenue Commission Chairman Mr. Ralph Ebner from Germany.

The PCI Masterclass I, the second series of webinars were conducted covering other exhibiting
classes on Aerophilately, Astrophilately and Literature on 9™ March 2024.

Aerophilately was presented by Dr. Cheryl Ganz (RDP) and Astrophilately was delivered by Mr.
David Ball. Both were from the United States of America. Literature was mastered by Mr. Ari Muhonen
from Finland.

'

All the presentations were insightful, informative and highly appreciated by the attendees. It was
an engaging and enlightening experience for the audience.

PCI, through its members, has been conducting various philatelic promotional activities, including
Youth promotion activities to spread the reach of the hobby. PCI will continue to promote philatelic
exhibiting by arranging seminars on various topics.

The Organising Team behind the initiative were:

Mr. Madhukar Deogawanka Mr. Rajesh Kumar Bagri  Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkaar Mr. Virendra Sharma Mr. Sandeep Jaiswal
President Elect Hon. Secretary General Jt. Treasurer Life Member Life Member
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KOLKATA GPO CELEBRATED ITS 250™ ANNIVERSARY

Kolkata GPO, India’s first General Post Office, established in 1774 by Warren Hastings, the then
Governor General of Bengal. The old GPO was relocated numerous times to various locations from
1774 to 1868, and the present building was opened to the public on 2" October 1868.

Kolkata GPO organised a one week celebration from 14 to 19 March 2014 on its remarkable journey
in accomplishing the postal landscape of India. In connection with the celebration, postal history and
philatelic exhibitions, release of special covers/picture postcards, heritage walk and several cultural
programmes were conducted. A special cover and cancellation were released commemorating the
clock tower of the present GPO building. The building and surroundings were illuminated with colourful
lights during the period of celebration.

Governor C.V. Ananda Bose releases a gold-plated silver Release of special cancellation featuring the clock tower of
replica of a 1968 stamp on the General Post Office flanked by present GPO building
chief post master general, West Bengal circle, Niraj Kumar and

secretary, posts, Vineet Pandey (left)

Stills from the exhibition “Journey of Mails”

“Journey of Mails” an exhibition was conducted in GPO premises showcasing models of railway
mail coaches, bullock carts, palanquins, boats and a replica of the first aeroplane that carried mail in
1911 from Allahabad to Naini. The exhibition also features models illustrating the utilisation of satellite
technology by the postal department, alongside sculptures, paintings, and photographs portraying the
lives around Kolkata GPO. The exhibition was inaugurated by governor Shri. C V Ananda Bose in the
presence of Chief Postmaster General, Bengal Circle Shri. Niraj Kumar and Secretary, Posts Shri.
Vineet Pandey. A boat carried cover was also released on 18 March, in which a mail runner will carry
covers on a vessel on the Hooghly river to Howrah Riverside post office, and then to Dakshineswar
Post Office. Two sets of picture postcards depicting Boats of Bengal and Telegraph System were also
released.
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SOLO PHILATELIC EXHIBITION BY P S SESHADRI

A one day solo philatelic exhibition was conducted in Singaram Pillai Girls Higher Secondary
School, Villivakkam, Chennai by well known senior philatelist Shri. P. S. Seshadri, in association with
Rotary Club of Chennai on 13 March 2024. The exhibition was inaugurated by Col. D B Dayal in the
presence of Smt. Ragini Prakash, President, Rotary Club and Smt. Ratna Mallika, International Service
Director, Rotary Club.

Students and staff members of the school visited the exhibition and learned a lot from it. Shri.
Seshadri explained each of the items to the visitors.

250™ ANNIVERSARY OF COPPER TICKET

A Copper Ticket having face value of two annas was used by the Postal Department as a token for
prepayment of postal duty. It was introduced in Azimabad (now Patna) in 1774 and was in existence
till 30 September 1785. The yearlong celebrations of its 250" anniversary started from 315t March
2024. The Chief Postmaster General (Bihar Circle) Shri. Anilkumar said: “We have planned several
programmes, including an exhibition on the illustrious journey of postage stamps including rare
postage stamps, historic artefacts etc.”

A special function was organised on 315t March 2024 by the Postal Department (Bihar Circle) and
a special cover was also released on the occasion.
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Space Mail of the USSR-India Flight

By: Konstantin Zaitsev, Russia
(Coordinated by: Sanjit Kumar Keshri, India.)

In April 2024, we are commemorating 40 years of Joint International USSR India Space Flight in
which Rakesh Sharma of India became the first Indian astronaut to go into space. This article deals
with the space mails which were associated with this historic space flight.

Quite often, philatelists ask the question "What is space mail?". Let’s have a brief description of the
same. The appearance of space mail is a logical continuation of "rocket mail" and "stratospheric mail”.
Its formation is due to the development of technology and the exploration of outer space. It can be said
that its beginning was the launch of the first Earth satellite by the USSR on October 4, 1957. It was
beginning, but not its birth. And the birthday can be called January 14-15, 1969, when for the first time
in the world, postal correspondence (newspapers and letters) was transferred by the crew of the Soyuz-
5 spacecraft, cosmonaut V.Shatalov to the Soyuz-4 spacecraft, launched the day before. Cosmonauts
E.Khrunov and A.Eliseev acted as the first " space postmen".

In the world philatelic practice, the official recognition of "space mail", both as a term and as a field
of philately, occurred in 1985 at the FIP Congress in Rome. Then the class of " Astrophilately”
appeared, which was designed as an autonomous section within the framework of the aerophilatelic
commission of the FIP with its own special rules of procedure. According to these regulations, "space
mail" includes envelopes and cards delivered using rocket and space technology and marked with
postmarks certifying this and (or) certifying inscriptions which means that the envelopes must have a
postmark or signature that confirms the presence of this envelope in space. In our case, this is the
accompanying stamp "Salyut-7". In other cases, these may be autographs of astronauts.

"Space Mail" can be divided into two types:

1) "On-board" covers. These are envelopes or cards redeemed at the cosmodrome, with special
postmarks intended for the flight and (or) at the orbital station (spacecraft) with official postmarks made
for the expedition.

2) Covers which were not on-board. Official or semi-official so-called "commemorative" or "souvenir"
envelopes (or cards), "space mail". Such material does not have clear signs of their presence in space
on orbital stations. They can be made on the ground before or after the flight.

Therefore, when determining the authenticity of "on-board" materials, first of all, attention is to be
paid to the presence of postmarks located at that time on the orbital stations and autographs of
expedition members. But this does not mean that the materials which were not on-board, are not a full-
fledged philatelic material in exhibitions and collections. ‘On-board’ covers are difficult to obtain and
are very limited in number. In the auction market, ‘On-board’ covers demand a good premium. In the
presenttime, itis seen that getting a cover / card which was not on space shuttle / station also is difficult
but these materials are not as rare as an ‘on-board’ cover.

After a brief introduction to Astro-philately, let's go to the main topic of discussion!
40 years ago, in 1984, the people of the Republic of India got their first astronaut.
On April 3, 1984, the Soyuz T-11 spacecraft was launched from the Baikonur Cosmodrome. This

was the third expedition to visit the Salyut-7-Soyuz orbital scientific complex (Salyut 7 was a space
station in low Earth orbit from April 1982 to February 1991.). The crew included India's first astronaut,
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Wing Commander Rakesh Sharma. At this time, the third long-term crew was at the Salyut-7 station:
Leonid Kizim, Vladimir Solovyov and Oleg Atkov.

Figure 1 Postage stamp of the USSR dedicated to the space flight of the
cosmonauts of the 3rd main long-term expedition, which spent 237 days in
space.

The USSR-India visiting expedition delivered to the station a USSR postmark with the changeable
dates and the text in a circle “JOINT FLIGHT INTO SPACE USSR-INDIA. INTERCOSMOS. SPACE
MAIL. COMMUNICATION OFFICE SALYUT-7-SOYUZ-T.”

Figure 2 The figure shows a conventional image of a launched rocket against the background of its
orbit.
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Figure 3 A postmark with a changable date was delivered to the station from the 5\1 \5
Indian side, which depicts the national emblem of India over the globe. The postmark > 05 3 484 Z—J
has the text in English: "SOYUZ. SPACE MAIL. SALYUT-7" and the name of the country ? & 73 <T
in Hindi and English. \S\ ¥ \:/)

Pace W

Figure 4 At this time, the Salyut-7 station had a non-postal cachet (Fig. 4), manufactured at
NPO Energia and delivered to the station on May 14, 1982 by the crew of the Soyuz T-5
spacecraft consisting of A. Berezova and V. Lebedeva. It should be noted that this postmark
has two types of forgeries, which differ in the size of some parts and unclear patterns.

The expedition visiting the Soyuz T-11 spacecraft delivered various envelopes with space subjects
to the station, which were used to obtain these postmarks (Figure 2, 3 and 4). They were mostly
envelopes of the first USSR (FDC) with space stamps pasted on. There were also envelopes of various
subjects, such as "Cosmonautics Day", "The First Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin” and others. Moreover,
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Figure 5 An envelope of the USSR (KMK) "April 12 - Cosmonautics
Day", issued in 1983, with the postal cancellation of the Star City
"04.12.1983", delivered aboard the Salyut-7 orbital station bearing the
postmarks released to commemorate the occasion. On the envelope
are the autographs of all six cosmonauts of the Soviet-Indian flight.

the envelopes were both blank and with commemorative cancellations of “Cosmonautics Day” or with
cancellations of other events (The intent was to get space related postmarks on one envelope — In
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present day we call it a ‘combo’ cancellation(s)). Therefore, the envelopes delivered to the station
intended for cancellation were distinguished by significant diversity. (Fig. 5).

The stamps on board the Salyut-7 station were defaced using two types of black ink. One of them
had a yellowish tint due to its high oil content.

In most cases, envelopes cancelled at the station were marked with two postmarks and an on-
board accompanying postmark, i.e., total three postmarks, but there could be exceptions. This means
that all the envelopes do not have all the three postmarks. Envelopes that were “on-board” might not
have one of the space postmarks on them (for example, the USSR or the Salyut-7 stamp) i.e., there
may be two postmarks on the envelope. Moreover, the postmarks of the Space Mail of the USSR and
India were only in black colour on postal envelopes, then the accompanying postmark of the Salyut-7
station was either in black colour or in blue colour. The later, blue color postmark, is much rarer.

The crew of the station conducted a large number of experiments and experienced a shortage of
time. Therefore, there was a certain haste during the application of the postmarks, which led to some
varieties of side impressions.

So, instead of the date "05.04.84", another spelling of the date "-5.04.84" appeared on the Indian
postmark ("with a dash" instead of "zero"). The crew members explained that in the process of
cancellation they wanted to set a different date, and then returned to the previous one, but in a hurry
they set a hyphen instead of zero. (Fig. 6-7).

o
ﬁ((‘*/’
% Al ~ Figure 6 The side envelope with the cancellation "-5.04.84." on
: Q SR -~y the Indian postmark space mail and autographs of all
' o L “3_ J astronauts. From the collection of V.Klochko.
; LQ \ P )'
gl :‘;‘Z é / \S)Odcc e
// - zs:,;v woigee ',,./—:\ Ll
o B \
1 OK’ U 3

Figure 7 An on-board envelope with autographs of all astronauts and with the
cancellation "-5.04.84." on the Indian postmark of space mail. From the collection
of V.Klochko.

Another mistake was made when using the Soviet postmark. This probably happened at the very
beginning of the postmark application at the station. During the date setting, for the first cancellations,

Figure 8 An envelope from the author's collection with an
imprint of a Soviet postmark with the date "05.04.64" and an
Indian stamp with the imprint "-5.04.84". There are two types
of space mail stamp impressions on one envelope. The

~ envelope has the autographs of 5 members of the orbital
complex. Yu. Malyshev's autograph is missing.

" O >
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instead of the numbers "05.04.84.", a date with a different year was mistakenly typed - "05.04.64." (Fig.
8). The numbers are very similar in the image, so it is not surprising that this error was made. Needless
to say, envelopes with these postmarks are rare.

As a rule, astronauts in the space station left their autographs on envelopes.

Autographs of the crew of the 3rd main expedition:

L OcHonnai IRCnemuns

Crew commander: Leonid Kizim @
Flight Engineer: Vladimir Solovyov - -
_Coge!

Cosmonaut Researcher: Oleg Atkov . %:(-s
O. Atkov

Autographs of cosmonauts of the expedition visiting the USSR-India:

Ixeneanuns nocemenus CCCP-Huann

Crew Commander: Yuri Malyshev Py s o

-

Fllght Engineer: Gennady Strekalov G.Strekalov =
@D
Cosmonaut Researcher: Rakesh Sharma R, Sharma (ndia) /

There is another curious category of envelopes of the USSR-India space mail. These are envelopes
that were postmarked with space cachets and left on board the Salyut-7 station for subsequent
expeditions. (Fig. 9). This practice of leaving envelopes with postmarks of space mail from previous
expeditions for future crews of Soviet cosmonauts has been encountered before.

Figure 9 An envelope from the author's collection with postmarks of the Soviet dated
"05.04.84" and the Indian space mail postmark dated "05.04.84". The envelope also
has the blue colour postmark of Salyut-7 station. Autographs of the members of the
3rd main expedition (L.Kizima, V.Solovyov, O.Atkov) and the expedition visiting Soyuz
T-12 (V. Dzhanibekova, I. Volk, S.Savitskaya) are on the cover.

The visiting expedition on the Soyuz T-12 spacecraft, consisting of V. Dzhanibekov, I. Volk and
female cosmonaut S.Savitskaya docked at the station on July 18, 1984, and undocked on July 29,
1984 and landed in the Dzhezkazgan area on the same day. (Fig. 10). By the way, the crew of the ship
landed on the Soyuz T-11 ship, on which the Soviet-Indian crew were launched.

Figure 10 Postage stamp of the USSR dedicated to the flight into space of the crew
of the Soyuz T-12 spacecraft. During the flight, cosmonaut S.Savitskaya was the
first woman to go into outer space.

M b o o o o g
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Autographs of cosmonauts of the Soyuz T-12 visiting expedition:

Crew Commander: Vladimir Dzhanibekov £ fff_ 5.
Flight Engineer: Igor Volk A s ~
Cosmonaut Researcher: Svetlana Savitskaya W =

Figure 11 An envelope from the collection of V.Klochko with two postmarks of the
USSR dated "05.04.84" and two postmarks of the Indian space mail with the date
"05.04.84". The envelope also has the black colour postmark of Salyut-7 station
defacing the stamp and is tied to the cover. Autographs of the members of the 3rd
main expedition (L.Kizima, V.Solovyov, O.Atkov) and the expedition visiting Soyuz T-12
(V. Dzhanibekova, I. Volk, S.Savitskaya).

In addition, about 20 Soviet and Indian postal envelopes specially prepared and dedicated to this
flight were delivered to the station. A stamp with a face value of 5 kopecks was pasted on the Soviet
envelope. The unmarked Indian envelope had a stamp with a face value of 3 rupees. As a rule, most
of these envelopes were addressed to various organizations, museums, or donated to government
officials (Fig. 12).

fate BT via e

Figure 12 The envelope of India addressed to the Council of Intercosmos
at the Academy of Sciences of the USSR with postmarks of USSR and India
and autographs of all participants of the flight. (Reconstruction of a r
black-and-white image from the book by S.Poznakhirko)
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This was the space mail “on-board” the Salyut-7 station during the joint Soviet-Indian flight.
However, the use of genuine postmarks of the USSR and India post did not end there.

On April 11, 1984, cosmonauts Yu.Malyshev, G. Strekalov and Indian cosmonaut R.Sharma
returned to Earth on the Soyuz T-10 spacecraft. Together with them, the postmarks of both countries

returned, which were actively used for commemorative cancellation at the Baikonur cosmodrome. (Fig.
13).

Figure 13 Commemorative cancellation with postmarks of the USSR and
Indian space mail, made at the Baikonur cosmodrome on an envelope in
1979, dedicated to the cooperation of the two countries in space. From the
collection of Sanjit Keshri, India.
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Figure 14 Postmarks of USSR and India Space Mail on an artistic envelope in N /AN

1984, dedicated to the first cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin. This cover was made at
the Baikonur cosmodrome. From the collection of A.Grachev.

Figure 15 Commemorative cancellation with the postmark of the USSR
space post, made at the Baikonur cosmodrome on an envelope of the First
Day, dedicated to the Soviet-Indian flight. The postmark is of "Baikonur
Cosmodrome" with the launch date of the Soyuz T-11 spacecraft and
autographs of the main and backup crews. From the collection of

/(/ u ,.W%' = A.Grachev

Autographs of the backup crew of the Soyuz T-11.:

Crew commander: Anatoly Berezovoy ‘jjéo?,z/-

Flight Engineer: Georgy Grechko 4

Astronaut researcher: Ravish Malhotra A»»J,L'/h/

At the Baikonur cosmodrome, stamps of different dates were stamped on envelopes. The most
common dates are: "03.04.84", "05.04.84", "11.04.84". These are the dates of the launch, docking and
landing of the Soviet-Indian crew.

Figure 16 Commemorative postmarks of the USSR and
Indian space mail, made at the Baikonur cosmodrome
with the landing dates "11.04.84" and autographs of
cosmonauts Yu.Malysheva, G.Strekalova and R.Sharma.

But there are also quite exotic dates: "28.34.84", "29.34.84" set by mistake (Fig. 17).
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Figure 17 Postmarks of USSR and Indian space mail, made at the Baikonur cosmodrome with the dates "05.04.84"
and "28.34.84". (Reconstruction of a black-and-white image from the book by S.Poznakhirko).

This was all about the space mail during the flight of the first Indian cosmonaut into space.

However, before ending this article, let's have some interesting facts.

Speaking about the philately of the Soviet-Indian flight, it is worth mentioning the unreleased
postage stamp of India. The country's post office, preparing for the upcoming flight, planned to issue
two stamps. The second stamp, with a face value of 2 rupees, was issued, but did not enter postal
circulation and its circulation was destroyed (Fig. 18).

Figure 18 An unreleased stamp of India, with a face value

of 2 rupees.

This stamp contained the photo of both the main and backup crews. The backup crew initially
included cosmonaut Nikolai Rukavishnikov, who was later replaced by another Soviet cosmonaut. This

was the reason for the withdrawal of the stamp and the destruction of its circulation.
However, a number of envelopes with this stamp got to philatelists and became rare (Fig. 19).

Figure 19 The envelope of India with two postage stamps.
(Reconstruction of a black-and-white image from the book

by S.Poznakhirko).

Space covers are indeed very interesting and when these space covers are joint effort between

two or more countries, they fall into a different league all together.

Happy Collecting!
Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/VVol. V/Issue No.98/April 2024
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Lighthouse Corner

By K Sridhar, Mangalore

Lighthouses boast a rich history that stretches back to antiquity, with the earliest structures
attributed to the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans.
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The iconic Pharos of Alexandria, erected in the 3 century on Pharos island in Egypt, stands as
the foremost example of ancient lighthouse engineering.

Another noteworthy instance is the giant statue of the Greek Sun God Helios in Rhodes,
purportedly serving as a beacon for ships navigating the harbour — a monumental fusion of public
artistry and maritime functionality. The Colossus of Rhodes is truly a public figure in the form of a
Lighthouse.

To be continued.. ..

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine. Please send the matter in A4 size

Word format. Send the clear images in separate files.

Email: apa.tvom@gmail.com
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Stamp of the Month

By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad
https://www.facebook.com/philately.information

BRAZIL - Goat’s Eye

These Stamps are smaller and much scarcer than Bulls' Eye - Brazil issues of 1843. These Stamps
were issued in 1850 to begin with. Goat's Eye is their popular nickname.

| thank https://www.cherrystoneauctions.com for providing Images for this article. Their copyrights
are respected.
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Philately of the Future - A Possible Solution-5

By Swamynathan R, Mumbai

Introduction

The fifth and the last solution to the article published in November 2023 titled “Philately-Challenges
and Solutions” is by associating confectionery wrappers of a particular theme with the related philatelic
theme. This approach is interesting to know how philately and chocolate wrappers visually express a
particular theme/event/topic.
Themes

Valentine Day

{wtud Facazann

VALENTINE'S dAY

International Women’s Day

Eniunnril‘ln
'l &
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IRIT

The confectionery company Hershey discovered the pronouns "HER" and "SHE" within the name
Hershey's and transformed the brand's iconic milk chocolate packaging into a campaign for
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International Women’s Day. The first such campaign was launched in Brazil in 2020 and Hershey India
joined the campaign in 2021.

International Friendship Day

Education

Covid

Diwali

;\' wosuThis fostive season, Celebroak with KIT KAT /.
packs designed specially for you el
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Sports

D=Archery, A-Football, I=Table Tennis, R=Weight Lifting, Y=Hockey, M=Boxing, I=Volley Ball, L=
Javelin Throw, K=Basjetball.

Travel/Picnic

Save Water

save Water

Jadal fsrael T

Environment protection

Conclusion

Such a concept of chocolate wrappers and commemorative stamps is new to philately and can be

interesting to hobby enthusiasts.
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New Special/Permanent Pictorial Cancellations

Permanent Pictorial 250 Years of

Vasan‘t Panchami Staf(_e' Symbol of Odisha Cancellation Kolkata GPO

LLL R S =

R

26-02-2024
AVF-574242-VENUR T
Kolkata Bhubaneswar Venur Kolkata
13.02.2024 16.02.2024 26.02.2024 27.02.2024
Bisnupur Mukhya

! Dakghar National Safety | International Women’s Day

2

Bishnupur Bengaluru Aurangabad Bengaluru
01.03.2024 04.03.2024 08.03.2024 08.03.2024

International Day of
_Action for Rivers

Maha Shivratri

World Sparrow Day

= —

Bhavr‘math so Prabhas Patan SO Bengaluru Béngaluru
08.03.2024 08.03.2024 14.03.2024 20.03.2024

Holi - Festival of Natural

World Water Day Colours

N

Nagpur Bengaluru
22.03.2024 25.03.2024
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Stamp on Stamps of Thailand

By Abhijit De, Philatelist
Continued from previous issue

Background

Siam or Thailand’s history is normally traced back the Ayutthaya kingdom, which existed in
between 1351 to 1767, before later kingdoms, like the current kingdom ruled by the kings of the
Chakri Dynasty, succeeded them. One of the greatest Kingdoms was called Empire of
Ayutthaya, with their capital in the city of Ayutthaya, which remained their capital till destroyed
by one of the Kingdoms which were among their constant enemies and which were located
geographically in present day Burma. After the destruction of this once famous city, named and
influenced by Ayodhya of India, was formed Thornburi, on the West side of the Chao Phraya
river, followed by development of Bangkok as the new capital city, on the East side of Chao
Phraya River ‘s Delta in the central plains of Thailand, which became the new capital city under
the present ruling Chakri Dynasty.

European travellers of the 16™ century called the Kingdom of Ayutthaya one of the 3 great kingdoms
of Asia, alongside the Vijayanagar Kingdom of India, and the Kingdom of China.

Initially, the kingdom of Ayutthaya emerged from the merger of 3 maritime States- Lopburi,
Supanburi and Ayutthaya, in the 13" -14™ century, which areas consisted of river and coastal ports,
and therefore was a good source of revenue for whichever kingdom ruled them. However, as per the
myths about the creation of this kingdom, they suffered as they were part of the huge Khmer kingdom
of Combodia/Kambuja, where investments in major projects like Angor Wat was leading to demand for
higher taxes and was also creating high inflation.

However, it is now possible to trace their history further back, to the first area to revolt against the
Khmer Empire, which is called Sukhothai, where a Kingdom was founded by Si Inthrahit, who declared
independence from the Khmer Empire in 1238, and the Dynasty he founded, called the Phra Ruang
Dynasty, ruled this Empire, till it became part of the Ayutthaya Empire in 1438. Since Sukhothai areas
were neglected thereafter, it was only more recently that it was found from evacuations, that the
Sukhothai Empire had in fact made considerable contributions to what became Thailand/Siam. Under
Ram Khamhaeng the Great, the initial Thai script was invented and Thevada Buddhism was
established as the State Religion. This kingdom had an extensive trading Network and was a center of
the international ceramic industry, which continues to be an important industry in Thailand. Their
irrigation system also served as an important model for Ayutthaya Kingdom. Based on this it is
considered by many that the first Empire of Thailand was the Sukhothai Empire.

Ayutthaya was founded by King Uthong on 4" March 1351, as per the tadeonal history of Thailand.
Thereatfter, in stages, through marriage alliances, Ayutthaya kingdom changed from a basically sea
based, maritime state into a balanced one, with the absorption of northern cities, hilly and other
neighbouring areas, and creation of inland trade routes with China, under King Borommatrailokkanat.
Siam, the later name of Ayuttahaya kingdom, was in constant war with the Burmese kingdoms,
specially the Taungoo dynasty of Burma from the early 16th century. One of the most famous and
successful kings of Siam in this war, was Uparaja Naresuan also known as Sanohet I, or Naresaun
the Great. The 3 stamps shown here, celebrate the great elephant duel in between the fully armed
elephant of King Naresaun, and the Burmese Uparaja /Burmese heir apparent, Mingyi Swa, during the
4™ siege of Ayutthaya, on 18" January 1593, as part of the constant war between the 2 kingdoms.
Mingyi Swa, was slain by King Naresaun the Great during this battle, due to which this famous statue
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shown on these stamps, called Don Cheddi Monument, had been erected near Suphanburi, about 120
km from Bangkok.

QAL 220800000000 00000

The end of a period of Warfare in 1600, gave way to a prolonged period of peace and commerce.
The Portuguese and Dutch conquest of Malacca, encouraged Asian nations to bye-pass that area, and
thus made the areas controlled by Ayutthaya into a very important trading route. This was the period
of large Asian Empires, like the Ottoman, Mughal, Ming & Qing China Empires, and Tokugawa ruled
Empire in Japan, and therefore Ayutthaya kingdom became a very important middleman for trade for
these kingdoms, making them a very rich, successful and legendary Empire. During the reign of King
Narai, from about 1656, who came to power with the help of foreign mercenaries, foreign trade not only
brought into the country luxury goods, but also newer arms and weapons, and therefore during his
reign Ayutthaya Kingdom became very prosperous. However, because of this prosperity, manpower
for the military became hard to get, and therefore when the newly established Konbaung dynasty Kings
from Burma attacked in 1766-1767, Ayutthaya were unable to defend their outlying provinces, and
therefore and thereafter, after 14 months of siege, the capital city fell and was fully destroyed.

General Takshin (reign: 1767-1782), took over as the King, and thereafter, as King Maharaja
Takshin the Great regained parts of the original Siam, and moved the capital to Thornburi, which
today forms part of modern Bangkok. He formed the Thornburi kingdom, but most of his reign was
spent in warfare to regain the Siam kingdom, with constant wars against Burma, Laos and Vietnam.
Among his many victories was the capture of Laung Prabang, the capital of the Kingdom of Laos, from
where the symbol of the Rulers of Thailand, The Emerald Buddha, was recovered. His commander in
chief was his longtime friend, Maha Ksatriyasuek, who, after the death of Maharaja Takshin of
Thornburi, formed the Rattanakosin Kingdom, and shifted the capital to the other side of the river from
Thornburi, to lay the foundation of the city of Bangkok, and thereby also started the rule of the present
Chakri Dynasty. Chakri means Civil Chancellor (or Civil Prime Minister. At that time a separate P.M.
post for the Military head also existed.), which Civil P.M. Post Rama | had held for a long time, under
other Kings, before taking over as Military Chancellor, and therefore he retained this title for his
Dynasty.

He ascended the throne as King Buddha Yodfa Chulaloke, with the title Rama I. The emblem of
the Chakri Dynasty is the discus (Chakra) and the Trident (Trishula), which are the celestial weapons
of the Gods Vishnu and Shiva respectively. The present King of Thailand is King Rama X, also known
as Maha Vajiralongkorn who was proclaimed as the King of Thailand on 13" October 1916 on the
death of his long reigning father, Rama 1X or King Bhumibol Adulyade.

The Garuda (called Khrut in Thai language), the vehicle of Lord Vishnu, was adopted as the

National Symbol by King Rama VI, called King Vajiravudh, in 1911, although it was used extensively
earlier too. The national Emblem is known as Phra Khrut Pha.
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The official Emblem and seal of Thailand / Siam is shown on this Stamp on stamp, which shows a
stamp issued in 1910, on which is seen the national Garuda Seal/emblem, and with a portrait of King
Rama V, Chulalongkorn, As can be seen, the wings and posture shown here is different from the
Garuda Emblem of the Post office Service of Thailand, which was shared in an earlier paragraph
(written in connection with stamps issued for the 70" anniversary of the new Thai General Post office

at Bangkok). Two of the original Garuda stamps issued during King Rama VI’s reign, are shared
alongside this Stamp on stamp.

The predecessor of the newer kingdoms of Siam, the Ayutthaya kingdom, had traditional seals
used by their kings to approve documents, which seals showed Gods who were named as the
following, and these symbolism's and traditions continued under the Chakri dynasty - Lord Praisun
(Lord Shiva); Lord Pranalai (Lord Vishnu); Lord Pura Prohm (Lord Brahma), and Lord Prain (Lord
Indra). Lord Ganesha was also adopted as an important God of Thailand and called Phra Phikanet,
and is considered the deity of fortune and success, and also the remover of obstacles.
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Religion and Mythology

Based on the last census in Thailand carried out in 2018, a many as 93.46% of the citizens are
Buddhist, most of them practicing Thevada Buddhis. The Wat Phra Kaew,located in Bangkok , and
shown on these 2 stamps, is considered to be the most sacred of the Thevada Buddhist temples. The
Thai Constitution however guarantees religious freedom to all religions, and officially recognises 5
religions - Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Hinduism and Sikhism. Therefore, as can be seen from the
stamps shared hereunder of Buddhist sites, and Buddhist history, Buddhism is seen on many stamps
and stamp sets of Thailand.

The Wat Phra Kew is commonly known in English as the Temple of the Emerald Buddha and
officially as the Wat Phra Si Rattana Satsadanam, which name is clearly spelled out in English on the
second stamp showing this temple, shared here. This temple is regarded as the most sacred Buddhist
temple in Thailand, as the Emerald Buddha, shown on a stamp shared here under, is the family deity
of the Chakri Dynasty. Therefore, although this Buddhist complex is open to visitors, it is located within
the Grand Palace complex of Thailand, in the center of Bangkok. On important occasions and during
major Buddhist festivals, the ruling family members perform ceremonies from a higher-level floor, a
level to which the general visitors cannot go. The ruling King personally conducts certain ceremonies,
like the bathing of the Emerald Buddha along with changing of clothes as per the season.

The legends connected to the Emerald Buddha says that the Emerald Buddha goes where it is
most needed. It started the journey probably from Pataliputra, in India, then moved to Sri Lanka, and
there after journeyed to Burma, and finally Kambuja (Cambodia) before becoming the Royal Deity of
Ayutthaya. During the wars threatening the Ayutthaya kingdom, it was hidden in Chiang Rai Monastry,
till 1434. From 1779 to 1785, the Emerald Buddha was housed at Wat Arun, Thornburi, Bangkok, which
temple is shown on these 2 stamps. and then, from 1785, the idol was moved to the present location.
The Wat Arun had existed from the time of the Ayutthaya Kingdom, and is named after the God Aruna,
who personifies the rays of the rising Sun, and is still worshipped in Wat Arun. The central spire/ prang
of this temple was built during the reigns of Kings Rama Il & Ill. The Central prang represents Mount
Meru from the Hindu cosmology, and the Yaksas/Demons which are shown at the main entrance, are
based on the Thai epic, Ramkien.
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During the final sacking of Ayutthya, the Emerald Buddha, also known as Phra Kaew Morakot, was
taken to the capital of the Kingdom of Laos, but then brought back during the reign of Maharaja Takshin.
Made of Jasper, rather than Emerald or Jade, and clothed in Gold during oe of the 3 seasons, the
image is about 66 cms. tall. The name Emerald is because of the colour rather than the material used
for the sacred idol.

There are many sites that house statues of the Buddha, some of which are
¢ shown on the stamps shared here. These are from the series of stamps issued
¢ by Thailand from time to time, called Unseen Thailand.

The four sacred sites of the Buddha in the Indian sub- continent are shown on this stamp set of 4
stamps, issued by Thailand, which include paintings in the Thai style depicting each landmark event.
Another stamp of Thailand depicts the Buddha being tempted to break his meditation, under the sacred
Bodhi Tree at Bodh Gaya, India, by the goddess Maya. Both stamps/sets were issued for the important
Vaisakha, or Vaisakhapuja day of Thailand, which is also known by other names in Asia, such as
Vesak, Buddha Jayanti or Buddha Purnima, in different countries. This festival, in most Asian countries,
although observed under various different names, is related to the birth, enlightment and attainment of
Nirvana by Gautama the Buddha.

Caption: In this M.S. of Thailand, the topmost stamp shows the
building in Nepal which marks the birthplace of The Buddha, or
Prince Siddhartha, in the Lumbini gardens, in Nepal, and the right
half of the stamp shows a Buddhist painting of Thailand depicting
the Birth. 2. The second stamp from top shows the Maha Bodhi
temple, in Bodh Gaya, Bihar, India, where Prince Siddhartha
attained enlightment, and became Gautama The Buddha; and the
other half of the stamp is illustrated with a Thai style painting of
The Buddha in meditation 3. The third stamp from the top shows the
Dhamek Stupa at Sarnath, in Uttar Pradesh, India, which Stupa
marks the spot where The Buddha preached his first Sermon, after
attaining enlightment at Bodh Gaya, alongside which is a painting
of The Buddha preaching his first sermon 4. The last stamp (the
lower most stamp), shows the Maha Parinirvana Temple,
Kushinagar, in North East U. P, India, where The Buddha attained
Nirvana, and a painting depicting the death or Nirvana of the
Buddha. This set of stamps was issued to celebrate the Mahavishaka
puja day in the year 2009. Mahavishaka Puja is an important,
annual, Buddhist religious Day.
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Caption: This stamp, which was also issued by Thailand to celebrate Mahavishaka
Puja Day, in the year 2011, shows a painting where the celestial being, Maya, tried to
disrupt the meditation of Siddhartha /Gautama The Buddha, while he prayed to attain
enlightenment. The painting is entitled “Buddha’s encounter with Mara”, and is
located in the main shrine hall at Wat Khongkaram, Ratchaburi, where the paintings
within the temple were first painted during the Ayuddhaya period, with some paintings
added later, and the original ancient paintings restored and preserved. The paintings
are unique as they show figures with lively movements and expressions.
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Caption: Other forms of Thai Buddhist art are also famous, like this one showing
The Buddha entering Nirvana, and thereby freeing himself from the circle of life

and death.

Caption: The Sukhotai /Sukhothai period of Buddhism began in the 13™ century in
the Sukhotai kingdom, which later became a part of the Ayutthaya Kingdom and
then Siam. Their Buddha idols became famous by the 15™ century with their sinious
bodies and slender, oval faces, that now form part of the culture and art of Thailand.
Sukhotai is one of the first provinces, and said to be the first of them to have freed
itself from the Khmer Empire, to ultimately form Siam.
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As we can see from the preceding, many of the events and tales about The Buddha and Buddhism
have been featured on stamps of Thailand. Many other tales related to Buddhism, like the Jataka Tales,
which narrate stories about the previous lives of Bodhisattva/ Gautama The Buddha, are narrated on
stamps. Shown here are some Jataka tales that have been narrated through stamps sets issued for
one or another important annual Buddhist festival.

This set of stamps celebrate the Buddhist Jataka
Tales, which was issued for Maha Visakha Puja Day
of Thailand, in 1998. The Jataka tales deal with the
past life of The Buddha. 1. On the top left is the story
about when he took birth on Earth as a sage called
Vidhura Pandit. His life mission was to only speak the
truth. The tale is called “Perfection of Truth” and deals
with how a powerful Naga Queen and her husband
tried to entice and kill Vidhura Pandit, who was a
renown counselor in the court of the King of
Indapatta. This shows the scene where the demon
Punakka, using his magic horse takes away Pandit
from his kingdom, but instead of Pandit being killed,
in this story he converted his enemies to the side of
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truth. Stamps 2, 3 & 4, from top right and then moving downwards, narrate the story of Prince
Vassantara, and his Charity. The scene on this stamp shows a part of the tale where he had given
almost all he possessed for charity, except his horses and chariot which he needs for his travel with
his family. However, as he departed with family, after having spent the whole day distributing charity,
a couple of men who had travelled from afar and reached late, came and asked for his horses, which
he gives readily, but the Gods gave him deers instead to pull the chariot, but just after that other persons
came and asked for his chariot, which he gives to them generously and then walked to his destination,
with his family. The other 2 stamps also deal with the generosity of the King, and how he was reunited
with his children who he had also generously given as charity, and in the end his wealth and family are
restored by God as shown on the last stamp. After his death in this episode, as per the Jataka Tales,
the charitable being was reborn as Gautama The Buddha.

This set of 4 stamps was issued for the Buddhist festival in Thailand called Asaltha Puja or “Ashana
Puja” day, for the year 1999, and these stamps also deal with stories of the earlier lives of The Buddha
as told in the Jataka Tales. This day is also called “Dhamma” or Dharma Day, and it celebrates his first
sermon after his enlightenment, when he had only the 5 followers who had accompanied him on his
initial journey. It was here that one of these followers become his first disciple. The 4 different Jataka
tales narrated on these stamps are as follows, starting from top left, and going to top right and then
down - 1. The first stamp shows the tale of Mahosadha the Perfect Sage, and the Perfection of Wisdom.
On this stamp, Mahosadha, representing the Kingdom of Mithila, is shown talking to Kevatta, the Chief
Emissory of the army of many Kings who are besieging the Kingdom of Mithila. Shown on the stamp
are also the standards and soldiers of both the army of Mithila, and that of the other armies. 2.This
Jataka tale is about Bhuridatta the Naga, and the Perfection of Morality. On this stamp is shown a
huntsman and his son, disturbing the Naga Prince Bhuridatta, who is in meditation while coiled around
an abandoned Ant hill, and after capturing him, the huntsmen keep him in the basket shown on the
right bottom. 3. This tale is about Canda-Kumar the honourable Prince, and Perfection of Patience.
This stamp shows Canda-Kumar sitting on the sacrificial pyre, while Lord Sakka, King of the Gods,
strikes the sacrifice pyre with thunderbolts. Thunderbolts also topples the Royal Umbrella, and the
fearful citizens run away in all directions. 4. The last stamp on this M.S. is about Narada the great
Brahma, and is entitled Perfection of Equamity. This stamp shows Ruja, King Angatti of Videha’s
morally conscious daughter, praying to the Boddhisattva Narada, the omnipresent Brahma who is seen
descending from Heaven to guide her father back to the path of righteousness.
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Apart from Buddhist tales and traditions, Tales of the Ramayana and Mahabharat have
become atradition in areas like Java and Bali in Indonesia, where the Sri Vijaya and Shailendra
Dynasties had ruled, and in Cambodia and Laos, where the influence of the Kambuja or Khmer
Empire and civilization was very strong. Here these epic legends are narrated through dance,
dramas and puppet shows, because of the influence of earlier Indian based dynasties which ruled
these areas. As we can see from the stamps of these countries which were shared in the online booklet
containing Ramayana themed stamps from all over the world, which material was initially released as
a special hard copy booklet by our Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, in connection with the
inauguration of the Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Temple and installation of the Ram Lalla statue at Ayodhya,
along with the special Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Temple inauguration Miniature sheet of 6 stamps.

Caption: This set of stamps show the
- A . following characters from Ramakien (The
- 29 = Thai Ramayana): From left are 1.Phra

4 3
1 - : Ram with his wife, Nang Sida; 2. The
| : : second stamp from left shows the demon
‘ ' king, Thotsakan, whom we know by the
s : I ? 28 W name Ravana; 3. the third stamp shows
i

Hanuman, who is always shown as a
white figure in the Ramakien depictions /
Thai paintings of scenes from the
Ramayana, and 4. the last stamp shows
a fight in between Phra Rama and the
demon King, Thotsakan . At the bottom of
the Miniature Sheet is shown a battle
scene from the many paintings found at
the Emerald Buddha temple in the Royal
Palace complex in Bangkok.
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Caption: This is the entrance to the Ramakien painting gallery in the
temple of the Emerald Buddha, which temple is officially known as
Wat Phra Si Rattanasatsadaram. The entrance is guarded by a giant
painting of Hanuman (always depicted in white), and some of the
scenes from the Ramakien based paintings are shown in the lower
panel of this stamp. Hanuman is depicted as the son of the Wind God,
and is one of the main heroes and most loyal soldier of Lord Rama,
in addition is his ability to shift shape, enabling him to change his
size, as in the case of his depiction on this stamp, as is narrated in
the Thai epic, Ramakien.

Thailand, parts of which had been influenced by these Indian traditions from S.E. Asia, have also
their own version of The Ramayana, which is one of their most important national epics, and is called
Ramakien. The Ramayana tradition are also depicted through paintings, dance dramas (known
famously as Khon dramas) and puppet shows.

It is possible that the Buddhist Missionaries who introduced Buddhism in the Ayutthaya kingdom
had introduced the stories from the Ramayana there, along with the Buddhist Jataka stories. Other
travellers from India, including merchants added to this knowledge among people in Siam. However
much of the original work was burnt when the capital, Ayutthaya, was completely destroyed. However,
King Rama | of the present Chakra Dynasty, reconstructed most of the Ramakien, and King Rama IV
is said to have compared the text created by King Rama | with the original Sanskrit text and finalised
the Ramakien as we know it today. Copies of paintings from the Ramayana /Ramakien, influenced by
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what were the originals destroyed at Ayutthaya, can be seen through 178 paintings, on the outer walls
of the Temple of the Emerald Buddha/Wat Phra Kaew, which is officially called Wat Phra Si
Rattanasatsadaram. Some of these Ramakien paintings are depicted on the stamps shared here. The
name for Lord Rama in the Ramakien legends in Phra Ram, his wife Sita is called Nang Sida, his father
Dasharatha is called King/ Thao Thotsarot (King of Ayutthaya), Hanuman is named Hanuman in this
legend, and Ravana is named Thotsakan etc. etc.
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Captions: These stamps are part of a set of 8 stamps issued by the Postal Services of Thailand on July 17, 1973,
which depict some of the 178 frescoes based on the Thai Ramakien legend, which is found in the Temple of the
Emerald Buddha Temple Complex, within the Royal Palace of Thailand. On the 3 stamps shared here, the 5
Baht stamp shows the last fight, and death. of demon Tapanasun, as mentioned in Ramakien. Tapanasun was a
giant who opened his mouth and swallowed a part of the monkey army attacking them. He is the giant figure
who is shown on the top center of the stamp, lying down with his mouth open, while above him is seen the many
armed figure of Sukhrip, who was sent by Lord Rama, and is about to cut off both the arms of Tapanasun, before
killing him. Following the killing of Tapanasun, the main battle in between Rama and Ravana commenced. This
description of the content of this stamp, is to give an idea of what the paintings on this stamp narrate, based on
the paintings on the walls of the Emerald Buddha Temple. In the 3 Baht stamp too, there are multi scenes in one
stamp. On the upper left of the 3 Baht stamp is shown the monkeys which had been swallowed by the demon
Tapanasun, coming out of his stomach and being revived by magic Elexir provided by Phra Ram; The central
upper portion shows the Demon-King Thotsakan (Ravana) on the left and Phra Ram on the right on their chariots
about to start their individual combat, and on the lower center is shown Thotsakan reviving the demons using a
magic Elexir, after they were killed by Phra Ram using a net of arrows to kill them. The scene on the 2.75 Baht
is harder to explain, as it is based solely on text from the Ramakien. In the middle of the stamp is shown a meeting
organised by the ancestors and Gods before the main battle, and after Phra Ram’s army reached Thotsakan’s
kingdom, where Phra Rama and Nang Sida are shown seated together in the center, while Thotsakan is shown
on his chariot on the left. The battle apparently started after no compromise could be reached and Nang Sida
had to return to captivity. Obviously, each epic is effected by the social mores, traditions and cultures of each
nation, and therefore the variations one finds in between these 2 epics.

Caption: Khon Dance-Dramas form a major tradition in Siamese
culture. The Ramakien, which was originally re- written by King
Rama I after the destruction of the famous Ayutthaya Kingdom'’s
capital, that preceded the later dynasties of Siam, was made into
a Khon Drama by King Rama Il, as this cultural tradition
remained important in Siamese culture for centuries. These 2
stamps show the Khon Masks depicting Lord Rama on the left, and
that of Hanuman, which is shown on the right.
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Caption: Republic Day, 2018, saw the Heads of States of S.E. Asian
countries attending the ASEAN-INDIA Commemorative Summit and also
becoming the Chief Guests at the Indian Republic Day Parade. Since there
is a direct connection in between The Ramayana Legend, and the culture of
these S.E. Asian countries, a set of 11 stamps was issued, including a stamp
from India with a theme connected with the Ramayana Epic, and 1 stamp
each from the other 10 countries. The stamp connected to Thailand depicts
this scene from a Khon Dance- Drama related to Ramayana.

Caption: For the Republic Day, 2018, and the connected ASEAN-INDIA
Commemorative Summit for the Heads of State of S.E. Countries, a set of 11
stamps was issued by India. Apart from the Thailand stamp related to Ramayana
shown here above, the Indian stamp issued is shown here too. It shows a scene
from the Rama - Sita Swayamwar, depicted on the cloth-based scroll painting
called Pattam/Patta Katha, which is from Andhra Pradesh.

=t Lal

r}(zz gt Patiam Katha

Other Stamps on stamps

In addition to the 3 sets of Stamp on stamps
discussed in the earlier sections of this article, another
important set of stamp on stamps was issued during
Bangkok 1993 Philatelic Exhibition, which is shown
here. It shows the 5 Kings of Thailand, from the time
the first official stamps of Siam were issued, to the first
stamp issued when King Rama IX took over the rein of
the Siam Kingdom, before the name of Siam was
officially changed to Thailand after his reign began. The
Kings of Thailand shown on these stamps (starting from
left top) are 1. King Rama V Chulalongkorn (who ruled
for 42 years, from 1868-1910) - It was during his reign
that the first stamps of Siam were issued. In addition,
as shown on this Stamps on stamps, the first stamp
with the name Siam depicted on it, was issued,
including for International use, in the year that Siam got
its U.P.U. Affiliation, during his reign. All the stamps of
the design and series shown here, were valued in a
single currency, and the face values varied from 1 Att
to 65 Atts. 2. King Rama VI, Vajiravudh (Reigned for
15 years, from 1910-1925) - it was during his reign that
the stamps issued initially, were first printed in Austria,
and then in London, without much changes in the
design. They were therefore called Vienna and London
issues. The London issues are considered more
valuable. 3. Rama VIl Prajadhipok (Reigned for 10 years - from 1925 t01935) 4. King Rama VIII
Ananda Mahidol (who reigned for 11 years, from 1935-1946). King Mahidol died before his son became
a major, so his son, Prince Bhumibol Adulyadej, had his coronation only in 1950, and the Siam stamp
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shown here was first issued only from 15/11/1947. 5. King Rama IX Bhumibol Adulyadej, also called
The Great, was perhaps the longest reigning King/Maharaja of Siam/Thailand, who ruled for 70 years

from 1946 to 2016.

One of The Coronation stamps from the stamp set issued for King
Rama IX on 5" May 1950, is shown here. It shows the Royal Palace
complex in Bangkok, alongside the portrait of the King. The set has 8
stamps, and was the first stamps to be issued in the name of Thailand.
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The 100 Baht, Golden, stamp on stamp of Thailand shown here, features the same 5 satangs Siam
stamp shown here above.

The earlier set of Stamps on stamps, details of which have been just discussed, showing stamps
of 5 Kings of Siam, show the Siam 20 Satangs stamp which is part of the same set of King Bhumibol
definitives as shown here above. This 20 satang stamp is shown on the 8 Baht Thailand stamp set on
the MS showing the 5 Kings of Thailand.

As said earlier, these 2 were the first stamps issued for the successor of King Mahodol. There
were 10 Siam stamps in this set, each with the same portrait of the King.

The Golden stamp on Stamp shown here was issued for the 72" Birth Anniversary of King
Bhumibol, and 4 sets of stamps were issued totally to celebrate this landmark. This stamp on stamp
depicts the 5 Satang stamp of Siam as already mentioned, in Gold colour, on a 100 Baht Thailand
stamp, which was issued on 5" December 1999. A set of 3 stamps was issued in this, the 4" set
issued for the 72" Birth Anniversary of King Bhumibol. All three stamps issued in this set is printed
with Offset Lithograph printing, and is Hot stamped and Embossed. A total of 3 stamps of the same
design was issued, with face value of 100 Baht for each. The other two were of Silver and Copper.
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The first series of stamps to celebrate the 72" Birth Anniversary of King Bhumibol Adulyadej, was
issued on 5" May 1999, and had 4 stamps; the 2" set was issued on 10" Sept 1999, and had 9
stamps; the third set was issued on 215t October 1999, and also had nine stamps, and the above
Golden stamp is from the 4™ and last set.

During the reign of King Bhumibhol, 79 sets of stamps in 353 designs, including definitives, were
issued by Thai Post, among which are other stamps printed in Gold, and also the longest stamp in the
World.
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New Issues from Other Countries

Jersey Great Britain
Western Railway Dinosaurs

Issue date 04.04.2024

Issued on 12.03.2024

Luxembourg
100 Years of Diplomatic Relations Between Luxembourg and Hungary

100 joer

DIPLOMATESCH BEZEIUNGEN
TESCHENT LETZEBUERG AN UNGARN

LETZEBUERG
1,40
-
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100™
: ANNIVERSARY OF ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS :
BETWEEN LUXEMBOURG AND HUNGARY

Issued on 12.03.2024
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France

River Navigation
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Issued on 11.03.2024

Romania

100 Years of the General Association of Hunters and Anglers, Hunting Dogs
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Issued on: 12.03.2024

Courtesy: Wopa+
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New Special Covers

148 o Spmcidd Cover

NEW DELHI : 12 December 2023
Rio Tinto
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SONGADH : 24 January 2024
Shri Adinath Digamber Janaviswa Panchakalyanak
Praathishta Mahotsav
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MOYNA S O : 25 January 2024

One Thousand Years of Celebration of Moynagarh

Royal Dynasty

WEETNT THI008 BAUBAKL G K
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BHUBAN ESWAR 26 January 2024
75" Republic Day
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BENGALURU 26 January 2024
75" Republic Day

BHUBANESWAR : 03 February 2024
First World Odia Language Conference

¥ AGARWAL
A & .-_,-,\..._4,‘&_ s 06 \ﬁ,:&\ﬂ ’ Do i-‘ “ £

KOLKATA : 18 February 2024
Celebrating 50 Years of Emami

INDORE : 25 February 2024
50 Years of Agarwal Coal Corporation Pvt. Ltd;
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM : 28 February 2024
Centenary Year of Abraham Memorial Higher
Secondary School, Thirumala.
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JIJAU MAA SAHEB

BULDANA : 01 March 2024
Jijau Maa Saheb
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DEHRADUN : 01 March 2024
Thuner (Taxus Contorta Griff)

5 ~
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DAITYA SUDAN TEMPLE, LONAR
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Ambabarwa Sanctuary

BULDANA : 01 March 2024
Ambabarwa Sanctuary

BULDANA : 01 March 2024
Daitya Sudan Temple, Lonar
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Shri Gajasan Madaraj, Shegaon

BULDANA : 01 March 2024
Shri Gajanan Maharaj, Shegaon

S 317 . SPECIAL COVIR

LONAR CRATER LAKE

BULDANA : 01 March 2024
Lonar Crater Lake
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KAMALIA DEVI TEMPLE, LOMAR

BULDANA : 01 March 2024
Kamalja Devi Temple, Lonar
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PURULIA : 02 March 2024
Padmasree Ustad Gambhir Sing Mura

NEW DELHI : 05 March 2024
25 Years of Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University, New Delhi
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NEW DELHI : 05 March 2024
e-Learning Portal of Department of Posts

CHENNAI : 08 March 2024
International Women’s Day

KOLKA

TA : 15 March 2024
Transportation of Mails
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HOWRAH : 18 March 2024
River Mail (Boat Carried Special Cover)
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VARANASI : 07 March 2024
Shri Kashi Viswanath Temple

GANGTOK : 12 March 2024
Hamara Sankalp - Viksit Bharat Pushpit Sikkim

20 L an

" KOLKATA GPO : 15 March 2024
The Grand Clock of Kolkata GPO

'KOLKATA GPO : 16 March 2024
Letter Box Through the Ages

KOLKATA GPO : 19 March 2024
Badges of Kolkata GPO

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan
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Forthcoming Events

EFIRO 2024

A specialized World Stamp Exhibition EFIRO 2024 will be held at the National
Library of Romania, Bucharest, Romania from 16 to 19 April 2024. Usual classes
are available for participation, plus a new Experimental Class for 2 or 3 Frame
Exhibits. Smt. Savita Jhingan is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp
2 O 24 N0.9811160884) and Shri. Kapil Gogri is the Apprentice National Commissioner

(WhatsApp N0.9821111140)

More details are available at https://www.efiro.ro/rules.php

JAKARTA 2024

Asian International Stamp Exhibition JAKARTA-2024 will be held at the Pos Bloc
Jakarta from 3 to 7 July 2024. The exhibition is organised by the Indonesian Philatelic
Exhibitors Association under the patronage of FIAP. About 1200 frames will be
displayed. More details can be available at: https://jakarta2024fiap.com/irex/

Shri. Parvesh Kumar Gupta is the National Commissioner
(WhatsApp +919810628387) (Email: maachisO01@gmail.com)
Shri.Anil Reddy is the Apprentice National Commissioner.
(WhatsApp +919841022884 (Email: anilreddy.stamps@gmail.com)

an iNfamabonal
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& Competitior

CHINA 2024

40" Asian International Stamp Exhibition will be held at the Shanghai Exhibition Centre from 29t
November to 3@ December 2024. The event holds particular significance as it commemorates both
the 75" anniversary of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China and the 50" anniversary of the
founding of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately. The exhibition is under FIAP Patronage and FIP
recognition and is expected a display of around 1600 frames.

Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkaar is the National Commissioner
(Mobile: 9766310553 Email: pratisadn@gmail.com)

Mr. Rajesh Paharia is the Assistant Commissioner
(Mobile:9351716969 Email: shreetotal@gmail.com)

MELBOURNE 2025

The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne,
Australia will be held in 2025.

M@& 2022<
¢ For more details: https://melbourne2025.com.au/

INTERNATIONAL
STAMP & COIN EXPO

Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp +919351716969)
Email: shreetotal@gmail.com
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EUROPHILEX-2025

The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held
at Birmingham. The extended dates of European Philatelic Exhibition will be on
8" to 11" May 2025. This is the first time ever, Britain has decided to move its
international exhibition out of London. Birmingham is the country’s second city,
which is located in the centre of England, surrounded by a massive population
and several other large cities.

For more details: https://europhilex2025.co.uk/

BOSTON-2026

BOSTON 2026

The FIP Patronaged 12" International Philatelic Exhibition of the United
States gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition
Center (BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026.

O

WORLD EXPO For more details: https://boston2026.org/

Philatelic Links Disclaimer

This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among
philatelists, free of cost. The contents of this bulletin are

www.sipa.net.in based on the information obtained from reliable sources.

www.phila-art.com Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of
www.indianairmails.com the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability
www.bharatexotics.com or completeness of the information.
www.worldwide-mint.com
www.indiamintstamp.com
www.philamart.com
www.collectorbazar.com
www.stampsofindia.com Rainbow Stamp News: Vol. XVII. N0.195 (March. 2024)

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June &

Acknowledgement:

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com July. 2022)

B . ' ' Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023)
www.indianphilately.net Vadophil: No.172 - 174 (Oct 2022 - Apl 2023)
www.exponet.info Filacap — online. N0.253 (March 2024)
www.indiapost.gov.in The Fila Capsule No.2 (July-September 2023)

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com
www.indiastudycircle.org
www.vadophil.org
www.indianphilatelics.com
www.mintageworld.com
https://dharaastamps.co.in
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
www.philcent.com
www.bidcurios.com

Awards won

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze

KERAPEX 2019: Silver
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting)
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

RULES AND REGULATIONS

The vision: To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged
in this Association

The mission:
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately,
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli
quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India

MEMBERSHIP FEE:

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/-
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only).

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31St March.

2. LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable
in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/-
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).

Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18
years and paying the full membership fee.

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the
subscription within three months from the due date (1%t April) shall cease to be a member.

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of
entrance.

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account. Account Name: ANANTHAPURI
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION. Account No: 32270854728 Bank: State Bank of India Branch:
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBINO003826.

MONTHLY MEETING: We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road,
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram. Members attending the monthly
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue.

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM,
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948)
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSQCIATION

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Reg No.: T-614/12
(Affiliated to Philatelic Congress of India)

Name in Capital Letters:

Date of Birth: Age: Affix Photo

Permanent Address: In CS:: of
Membership

Address for Communication:

Email ID:

Telephone No: Mobile No:

Type of Membership: | | Annual Membership

D Life Membership

Area of Interest:

DECLARATION

| have read the rules and regulations (over leaf) of the Association and |
promise to abide by them.

Date: ..o, Signature of the Applicant

For Office Use:

Admitted on:

Membership No:
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Published by R. K. Rajasekha

ran, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta,

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036
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