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Dear Friends, 

 

      We are so excited to publish this 100th issue of Bulletin.  Celebrating this centenary issue of the 

magazine, let us look back at its origins. Ananthapuri Philatelic Association(APA) came into existence 

in March 2012.  A couple of months ago, we celebrated our 12th anniversary.  The decision of releasing 

a digital magazine by APA was taken during the monthly meeting of January, 2016 and I was selected 

as its editor. I did not have any past experience in this field except for some of my philatelic articles 

being published in some magazines. It takes a lot of guts to make a magazine. Anyway I took it as a 

challenge, and I am happy that it was successful.  We were able to publish this magazine continuously 

more than 8 years without interruption or combined editions. I never thought it would actually come 

true. In this context I am remembering our founder president late Shri. Balakrishnan Nair Sir, who 

nominated me as the editor of this magazine.  Initially there was an editorial team of three members.  

Gradually two members have gone out.  Now I am alone looking after the entire works of publishing. 

 

      During this celebration I express my sincere thanks to our contributors.  We cannot run a magazine 

without good articles. We have a number of regular and established writers.  Of them Dr. Satyendra 

Kumar Agrawal and Col.(Dr) Jayant Dutta have gone to heaven.  I am happy to say that recently some 

new regular writers are contributing their articles. 

 

      I feel happy that the number of subscribers to this magazine is increasing day by day.  As it is a 

free online magazine it is being subscribed by the philatelists all over the world.  At present the 

readership is double the number of subscribers.  I also express my sincere gratitude to our readers 

and advertisers without whom this magazine’s success would not have been possible. 

 

      Meanwhile this magazine was awarded in various National and International philatelic exhibitions.  

But we value the recognition by our readers more than these awards. 

 

      I extremely give my thanks to the philatelists and well-wishers who have sent their wishes for this 

milestone.  Some of which are  published in this issue. 

 

      I hope that all readers will like this centenary edition and also request to send your feedbacks to 

publish in our next issue. Till then Goodbye. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile No: 9387801948 

Editorial 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.100/June 2024 

 

 

 

 

5 

 
 
 

 

Dear sir  
 
      I am happy to know that your next issue will be the100th issue of the bulletin. I thank you for sending 
the same to me regularly. I find your editorials to be full of thought-provoking ideas for promotion of 
philately in India. Articles are carefully chosen to provide Interesting reading. Magazine also provides 
useful philatelic information from India and abroad. My best wishes for Ananthapuri Philatelic Society.  
 
      Regards  
 

Sunder Bahirwani 
(President, PCI) 

 
 
Dear Mr Mohanchandran Nair, 
 
      My heartiest congratulations to you and your team for the successful and timely release of 
Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin regularly and reaching the 100th Bulletin in June. 
 
      The Bulletin within a very short time span have drawn  the attention of philatelists from all over.  
 
      In view of the vast potential of the hobby, I am sure that this Bulletin will further enhance the reach 
of philately to new budding philatelists of India. 
 
      With warm regards 
 

Rajesh Kumar Bagri 
(Secretary General, PCI) 

bagri@iname.com. 
 
 
Dear Mr. Mohanchandran Nair, 
  
      It is indeed a great milestone for Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin to celebrate its centenary issue. Like 
good wine, the Bulletin continues to get better with age. I eagerly look forward to the publication each 
month and read it with great satisfaction. Congratulations are also in order, to you and your fellow 
supporters for bringing out this journal each month with amazing regularity. 
  
      I am sure this serves as an inspiration to other stamp clubs throughout the country to also bring out 
such publications for the benefit of not only their members but several other philatelists who refer to 
them. 
  
      Looking forward to many more milestones and achievements by the Ananthapuri Philatelic 
Association and your Bulletin. 
  
      With kind regards, 
 

Piyush Khaitan FRPSL, FPCI. 
Bengaluru. 

 

Readers’ Column 

 
 

mailto:bagri@iname.com
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Hello Mohanachandran, 
 
      Thank you for producing a splendid journal consistently. 
 
      I wanted to point out that the title of your article "Indian winners at EFIRO" is misleading. By using 
the term "winners" it is implied that there must also be 'losers" but as we both know, every exhibitor is 
awarded some sort of a medal for exhibiting so there are no losers in exhibiting. As such, a more 
appropriate title would be "Indian exhibitors at EFIRO" or "Indian participants at EFIRO".  Just a 
thought.... 
 
      Best, 
 

Sandeep Jaiswal 
USA 

Dear Editor. 
 
      I always read The Bulletin with great pleasure. What I really like to read about is all the lovely 
information regarding the exhibitions, philatelic societies, philatelic events, especially when the schools 
are involved. If we want to have stamp collectors in the future, I believe the pupils are the correct place 
to start. In the May Bulletin I highly appreciate the Lighthouse corner, because I collect Lighthouses on 
stamps, logo on covers, postcards with lighthouse. Interesting theme. Thanks to all the staff who give 
the readers this great Bulletin every month. I always promote Ananthapuri Philatelic Association in my 
stamp society. 
 
      Happy collecting to all readers. 
 

Ole-Fredrik Olsen,  
Norway. 

Dear Sir, 
 
      I want to congratulate you as the Editor, and all others concerned with the success of the 
Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin, as it brings out its 100th Bulletin. From what I can make out, it has been 
a long, successful journey from when the 16 page first Bulletin was issued in March 2016, to present 
times when the Bulletin has expanded to an average of 48 pages, with not just continuation of news 
on stamps, Special Covers, All India news on philatelic exhibitions etc,  with which it started off,  but 
with a record of being issued monthly and having many contributors from different parts of India writing 
original articles on  different aspects of Philately, apart from a few foreign contributors too, which makes 
the Bulletin so different from others, where one normally finds just a single article, apart from Philatelic 
news.  
 
      The enthusiasm that you as the Editor have shown towards encouraging new writers, and helping 
them with editing and correcting their articles where required, improving the quality of the photographs 
of the stamps that form part of the article  when required, and making the article look very attractive 
when part of the Bulletin is valueless I feel, as getting contributions from writers or even columnists for 
philatelic articles is very difficult. From my  personal experience as a contributor of articles, on and off, 
to your Bulletin from 2022, I feel that the great enthusiasm and very positive attitude you generate as 
a person, has made  a great difference in successfully reaching this landmark of the 100th issue.  
 
      With Best Wishes for continuing success,  
 

Abhijit De, 
Chennai 
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Dear Editor 
 
      Congratulations to "Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin", Editor and the entire team for achieving a 
milestone of 100th issue in June 2024. Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin is the only philately magazine in 
India having a formal philately magazine appeal.   
 
      Reading and writing is fundamental to communicate and Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin is a wonderful 
platform for philately enthusiasts to communicate on philately. More the philately communication, Better 
for philately growth.  
 

Swamynathan 
Mumbai 

Dear Sir, 
 
      Greetings of the day !  
 
      Hope you are doing well. First of all thanks for the 99th Edition of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin which 
is one of the stamp E-Bulletins of India. It helps us to know about the events and Information through 
the world of Philately. I am very happy to see the article "National Parks - Topical Stamp Collection" 
which talks about wildlife through stamps. I would like to suggest adding some thematic articles too for 
young Philatelists so that they can enhance their knowledge through the Bulletin in their Thematic 
Philatelic Journey.   
 
      Thank You. 
 

Abhishek Kumar 
Asansol (WB) 

 
Dear Editor, 
 
      I hope this email finds you well.  My name is Ashish Jain and recently came across your publication 
and was impressed by the quality of content and insights share in your bulletin. 
 
      Therefore, I wanted to inquire if it would be possible to receive copy of your bulletin.  Access to 
your publication would not only benefit me personally but also contribute to the knowledge and 
understanding of the stamps community. 
 
      Thank you very much for considering my request.  I eagerly await your response. 
 
      Thanks, 
 

Ashish Jain 
jain.ashish79@gmail.com  

 
Dear Sir, 
 
      Thanks for May 2024 issue. As usual, it is very attractive and informative. You have covered all 
latest news as well as good articles. Keep it up.  
 
      Congratulations. 
 

Varun Mishra 
Sambalpur 

mailto:jain.ashish79@gmail.com
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FELICITATION TO DR. M. R. RAMESH KUMAR 
 
      The eminent philatelist Shri (Dr.) M R Ramesh Kumar was felicitated on 22 May 2024 by the 
Department of Posts for providing valuable exhibits in his solo philatelic exhibitions and holding quiz 
competitions, workshops etc. on philately for the year 2023-24.   
 
      Shri R P Patil, DPS, Department of Posts, Goa gave an excellent certificate of appreciation, and a 
superb memento. 
 

      
 

 
 

PHILATELY SUMMER CAMP IN CHENNAI 
 
      Philately summer camp for students from 6th to 9th standards were held in May 2024 at Anna Road 
HO, Chennai in two batches.  20 students have participated in each batch. The camps were organised 
by Chennai City Region and conducted by Anna Road Philately Bureau. South India Philatelists’ 
Association (SIPA) members Mr. Mahesh Parekh, Shri. P D Seshadri and C G Bhaskar took classes 
on philately. 
  
     Anna Road H.O. Chief Postmaster gave away the certificate of Participation to students.  SIPA 
gifted some  stamps and books on philately to participants. 
 

 

          

News in Brief 
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PHILATELY SUMMER CAMP IN MADURAI 
 
      Madurai Philatelic and Numismatic Association (MAPNA) conducted a philatelic camp on 18 May 
2024 for the students.  23 children from nearby areas and members of MAPNA participated in the 
camp.  MAPNA President Shri. Swamiappan conducted the class. Presentations through PowerPoint 
were also done.  Free stamps and a book on philately were issued to the participants. 
 

     
 

 
 
 

 Article 1: Competitive Exhibitions 

First Day Cover exhibits are displayed as an experimental class in CHINA 2024 Asian International Stamp 

Exhibition. The primary purpose is to introduce a popular form of philately into CHINA 2024, and to encourage 

more collectors to participate in philately and philatelic exhibition activities. 

  
Article 2: Definitions 

2.1 A First Day Cover is defined as 

* a cover to which stamps have been affixed and postmarked by the issuing Postal Authority on the 

date of issue of the stamps; 

* a postal stationery item postmarked by the issuing Postal Authority on its date of issue; 

* a souvenir cover to which stamps have been affixed and postmarked on the date of issue of the 

stamps and the first day of the souvenir event, both should be issued by Postal Authority. 

* a cover with stamps affixed and postmarked on the first day of use of the postmark date stamp. 

2.2 Exhibits may also include material used by the postal authority in the design or development of any of 

the above. 

 
Article 3: Principles of Exhibit Composition 

3.1 First Day Cover exhibits must be composed solely of First Day Cover philatelic materials. 

3.2 The cancellation marks on First Day Cover materials must be valid postal date stamps, such as regular 

date stamps, pictorial date stamps, commemorative postmarks, etc. 

3.3 First Day Cover exhibits may include postal authority’s design drafts for creating First Day Cover carriers, 

proofs and samples produced during the printing process; they may also use design drafts for 

commemorative postmarks and stamp samples issued on the first day of stamp issue as materials. 

3.4 Postal items made in violation of postal regulations, and those cannot be directly used for postal service, 

could not be used in the First Day Cover exhibits. 

 
Article 4: Methods of Organizing Exhibits 

4.1 By country or region; 

4.2 By a specific range or a specific period; 

Guidelines for Judging First Day Cover Exhibits 
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4.3 Study and research; 

4.4 Thematic or topical; 

4.5 Any method of organization deemed appropriate by the exhibitor. 

 

Article 5: Frames of the Exhibit 

Each exhibit should consist of 5 standard frames, it could be expanded to 8 frames if the exhibits have 
received a Large Vermeil medal or higher at FIAP exhibition. 

 
Article 6: Evaluation of the Exhibit 

6.1 Judging of Exhibits; 

* Treatment (20) and Importance (10) 30 

* Knowledge, Personal Study and Research 35 

* Condition (10) and Rarity (20) 30 

* Presentation 5 

* Total 100 

6.2 Treatment and Importance 
Treatment refers to the clarity of the exhibit's theme, the defined scope of the topic, and the plan to develop 

around the theme. It should be developed logically, balanced, and narratively. The use of materials should 

be appropriate and complete within the theme's scope. 

Importance is a comprehensive consideration of the philatelic value of the exhibit, the overall status of the 

chosen field as well as the difficulty of duplication in that field. 

6.3 Knowledge, Personal Study and Research 

Philatelic and related Knowledge, personal study and research is demonstrated by: 

* That the choice of items reflects knowledge of the chosen area 

* That items are well described 

* That the exhibit demonstrates a full and accurate understanding of the subject chosen 

* That existing literature within the area has been used 

Personal studies and research are documented by: 

* It involves analysing and researching aspects such as the design, printing, issue, and usage of First 

Day Covers. 

* Exhibits should focus on the study of postmarks. The date in the postmark should be consistent with 

the first day issue by the postal authority, unless under the following circumstances, but all need to 

be justified: 

a. pre-dated postal items used before the first day of stamp issue; 

b. delayed issuance due to local policies or holidays; 

c. non-arrival of stamps in the region on the first day of issue; 

d. For stamps without a clear date of issue, the earliest use can be accepted. 

Exhibitors are encouraged to display new research findings or particularly significant discoveries 

in their exhibits. 

6.4 Condition and Rarity 

* All items should be in the best possible condition. 

* Stamps and their carriers should be intact and undamaged. 

* Postmarks should be clear and complete. 

* The relatively difficult-to-acquire and rare items are encouraged, and should be appropriately 

explained. 

6.5 Presentation 

The method of presentation should show the material to the best effect and in a balanced way both in 

the sheet, in the frame and throughout the whole exhibit. 
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The exhibit is evaluated on: 

* Good balance in the frames and the individual pages, with variations in the mounting between 

the pages 

* Good use of the page – with not too much white space on the pages 

* The write-up is clear, concise and relevant to the material chosen and to the subject of the exhibit 

* Sufficient write up – but not too much text 

* Illustrations are not too dominating and photocopies must be a minimum of 25% different in size 

from the original 

* Brightly coloured inks and coloured album pages should be avoided. 

 
Article 7: The right to interpret these rules belongs to FIAP. 

 
 

 

 

 
World Malaria Day 

25.04.2024 
Maharashtra Day 

01.05.2024 
 

World Red Cross Day 
08.05.2024 

           

Bengaluru Nagpur Bengaluru Mangaluru 
 

International Day of Families 
15.05.2024 

 

World Bee Day 
20.05.2024 

    
Bengaluru Thiruvananthapuram Panaji Nagpur 

 
World Telecommunication 

Day        17.05.2024 
 

International Day for Bio Diversity 
22.05.2024 

No Tobacco Day 
31.05.2024 

 

        
Bengaluru 

 

Panaji                 Nagpur Patna 

 
 

New Special Cancellations 
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By Kumar Biswas 
Member, Petroleum Philatelic Society Inernaational U.K. 

 

      In the wonderful world of culinary arts, a spice is a product derived from natural plant sources that 
adds more value to food. The value addition ranges from adding aroma to better taste to enhanced 
appetite to improved immunity and many more. With right combination of spices, a bland dish may turn 
into a mouth-watering meal filled with aroma. The fragrance of spices makes taste buds salivate. One 
can have spicy food without worrying about the extra dose of calories. 

      A variety of spices are sourced from different parts of various plants. From flower to seed, bud to 
berry, root to bark, the endless list includes tree-sourced products. For example, cloves, a popular 
spice, are nothing but dried buds of the flowers. Cinnamon is the bark of the tree. Ginger, turmeric, etc. 
are the roots of the plants. Since time immemorial, countries from Southeast Asia have been the 
biggest producers and suppliers of spices in the global market. 
 

 
 

The Spice Islands 
 

      A group of islands comprising Halmahera (the largest), Seram, Buru, Ambon, Ternate, and Tidore, 
and the Aru and Kai of Malaku (or Moluccas), are known as Spice Islands. In the global trade of spices, 
they contributed the most to spices like mace, nutmeg, cloves, and pepper etc. 

      Sometime in the fourth century, Arabian traders introduced spices sourced from the Spice Islands 
to the European elites. But they kept the source of the spices a trade secret. Adventurous Portuguese 
traders ultimately found the Spice Islands during the sixteenth century. 

What’s Life Without Spices? 
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      The dawn of the bulk spice trade in the Spice Islands dates back to the 1520s, when Portuguese 
traders started sourcing spices from them for the European market. Smelling big profit and huge 
demand by the elites, British traders entered into spice voyages in 1598. 

      The spice trade in the inlands included all kinds of spices of life, viz., money and greed, colonialism, 
suppression, slavery, slaughter and endless bloodshed. Fights between local natives and intruders, 
and also among different European traders were common and violent. It was a battlefield spanning 
several centuries among the traders and soldiers of the Dutch, British, and Portuguese for taking 
control of the spice business. Traders from different parts of Asia and the Middle East were also 
attracted, either by the flavor of spices or by the enormous profit associated with the trade. In the spice 
war, about 6,000 people perished. 

      Natives of the Spice Islands had a unique tradition of planting a clove tree as soon as a child was 
born into the family. So, the production of cloves was plentiful in the islands. When the Dutch traders 
saw this, they destroyed all clove trees on all islands except those are at Amboina and a few nearby 
islands. The result was obvious: a shortage in supply, scarcity, and a skyrocketing price of cloves in 
the global spice market. At that time, cloves in weight were worth more than the equivalent weight of 
gold. The trend was reversed over a period of time when spice plantations and supply started from 
other parts of the world, viz. Zanzibar, Brazil, the West Indies, etc. 

      Let’s talk about a few specific spices, at random. 

Black pepper: 
      Black pepper is the most common spice traded and consumed worldwide. It is native to the South 
Indian Malabar Coast in the States of Kerala, Goa, and Karnataka. In the mummy of Ramesses II of 
Egypt, it was found that the nasal cavities were blocked with black peppercorns. One wonders, in those 
eras, how it reached from India to Egypt and was used in the process of mummification. In ancient 
Rome, Greece, etc., it was valued as black gold. 
It is a dried fruit (the peppercorn) of the trailing vine plant.  
 
      It has applications as a spice in cooking foods, as a preservative, and also as a traditional medicine. 
It is used for the treatment of constipation, insomnia, oral abscesses, sunburn, toothaches, etc. It 
contains piperine, which is considered a type of antioxidant that helps to lower the risk of chronic 
illnesses. 

      In 2021, Vietnam was the largest producer of black pepper (288,167 metric tonnes), followed by 
Brazil (118,057 metric tonnes) and Indonesia (81,219 metric tonnes). Burkina Faso (67,983 metric 
tonnes) had the 4th position, and India occupied the 5th position (64,816 metric tonnes). In that year, 
nine countries: Vietnam, Brazil, Indonesia, Burkina Faso, India, Sri Lanka (42,485 metric tonnes), 
China (33,133 metric tonnes), Malaysia (31,636 metric tonnes), and Tajikistan (21,269 metric tonnes) 
together produced more than 10,000 metric tonnes of black pepper. 

Cardamon: 
      Cardamom, the “Queen of Spices,”  is one of the rarest and most expensive spices in the world. It 
is made from the seed pods of various plants in the ginger family. It is a spice with an intense, slightly 
sweet 14umar14d. Though today it is available worldwide, it originated in the Western Ghats of 
southern India. 
 
      Cardamom is used to add flavour to foods, confections, and alcoholic beverages. It has high 
consumption in Middle Eastern countries, India, Pakistan, European Union member countries, the 
United States, and Japan. According to preliminary research, cardamom has been shown to have 
antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, anti-hypertensive, cholesterol-lowering, and blood sugar-lowering 
properties. 
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      The global production of cardamom is approximately 35,000 metric tons per year. Guatemala is 
the top producer, followed by India. Other cardamom-producing countries are Tanzania, Sri Lanka, El 
Salvador, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Papua New Guinea, etc. 

Clove: 
      If there is Queen of Spices, can the “King of Spices” be left behind? Clove is popularly called the 
King of Spices. These are aromatic flower buds from an evergreen tree that are native to Indonesia. 
This tree also grows in South America and a few other countries. As a spice, it is used to add flavour 
to desserts and drinks. They are rich in antioxidants, vitamins, and minerals. They are used in traditional 
Ayurvedic and Chinese medicines. 
 

 

      Cloves are considered to have some anti-inflammatory properties, are added to mouthwashes, 
creams, gels, and oils, and are used to reduce toothache, dental pain, and plaque build-up. 

Nutmeg: 
      The irony is that nutmeg does not belong to a nut family. Nutmeg trees are native to Banda Island 
in eastern Indonesia. It is also cultivated in Penang Island in Malaysia, Grenada, Zanzibar and Malabar 
region of India. Old literatures mentions that nutmeg has entered into Indian cultivation and culinary 
from Indonesia. 

      Nutmeg is derived from the seeds of the Myristica fragrance tree, mace is another spice made from 
the seed covering, the fruit cover is used to prepare jam and the oil obtained by distillation of ground 
nutmeg is essential oil which has high demand in pharmaceutical and perfume industry. Nutmeg butter 
is another product from the nut. 

      Indonesia is world’s largest (nearly 50%) producer of nutmeg, Grenada in second largest and India 
occupies the third position. Other major nutmeg producer countries are Sri Lanka, Malaysia, 
Tanzania/Zanzibar, Cameroon and Thailand. The Netherlands contributes in the global nutmeg trade 
as importer and processor. 

Spices in philately: 
      However, this is not a story of spices but that of spicy philately. The delicious spices have literally 
spiced up the world of philately. Tanzania Post, on June 18, 1984, while celebrating the 20 th 
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anniversary of the revolution, issued a set of four postage stamps. One of the stamps featured clove 
farming in Zanzibar. 

      Zanzibar is also known as Spice Island. It has not only played a crucial role in the route of the spice 
trade from sixteenth century but also produces a variety of spices, even today. The entry of Zanzibar 
into the spice production and market was credited to Portuguese and Indian traders several centuries 
ago. The Zanzibari spice basket mainly comprises clove, pepper, ginger, cinnamon, cardamom, and 
nutmeg.  

      St. Vincent, under the Herbs and Spices series, issued on April 22, 1985, a set of four spice stamps, 
one each on pepper, sweet marjoram, nutmeg, and ginger. 

 

      On April 29, 2009, India Post issued a set of five diamond shaped stamps displaying typical spices. 
Four stamps, each worth INR 5, were issued, showing individually cardamom (ilaichi), black pepper 
(kali mirch), cinnamon (dalchini), and clove (laung). The fifth stamp of face value INR 20, featured three 
spices collectively, viz., turmeric (haldi), chilli (mirch), and 16umar16der (dhaniya). 

      Malaysia Post, on March 28, 2011, issued stamps, miniature sheets, First Day Covers, and stamp 
booklets featuring fennel seeds, turmeric, chilly, coriander, and white pepper.  

      Under the Spices of Singapore series, on July 15, 2011, Singapore Post issued a set of five stamps 
depicting cinnamon, coriander, star anise, tamarind, and turmeric. 

 

      There are postage stamps issued on Spice Girls, but that’s a different story. 
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PS: A detailed version of the story is available at  
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/2024/05/whats-life-without-spices.html 
 

Webliography: 
https://library.princeton.edu/visual_materials/maps/websites/pacific/spice-islands/spice-islands-maps.html 

https://the-travelling-twins.com/zanzibar-spices/ 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/black-pepper-production-by-country 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Halmahera 

https://www.mapsofworld.com/world-top-ten/nutmeg-producing-countries.html 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/spice-islands 

 

Disclaimer: 
      The noble objective of this blog, is to promote the hobby of philately through images of stamps, a 
few pictures and related narration. The scans of a few stamps, featured in this blogpost are mine while 
others (sourced from internet) are properties of their respective owners. No intention to infringe any 
type of copyright.  

      The information provided in the article is for general informational purposes only. All information is 
provided in good faith. This is only for sharing of knowledge of philately with philatelist fraternity of the 
world. No commercial or political angle, whatsoever, is involved. This is not a historical document. 
Under no circumstances, I shall have any liability for reliance on any information provided in the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

Following two well-known philatelists from South India,  
guided by Late Shri. Madan Mohan Das and Balakrishna Das of Chennai, 

breathed their last in May 2024. 
 

  
M A Sayeed 

 

Eminent philatelist from Chennai expired 
on 02.05.2024.  He won many medals 
 including Large Gold in National and 
International exhibitions.  He was the 

Grand Prix awardee in Hongkong 2001 
and Bucharest 2008. 

 

Sadasivan Nair 

 

The senior most philatelist of Kerala, 
expired on 05.05.2024 at Kochi.  He won 

several medals in National and 
International exhibitions.  He was the 
founder member of Kerala Philatelic 
Association, Thiruvananthapuram 

 

Our Deepest Condolences 

Obituaries 
 

https://kumar/
https://library.princeton.edu/visual_materials/maps/websites/pacific/spice-islands/spice-islands-maps.html
https://the-travelling-twins.com/zanzibar-spices/
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/black-pepper-production-by-country
https://www.britannica.com/place/Halmahera
https://www.mapsofworld.com/world-top-ten/nutmeg-producing-countries.html
https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/spice-islands
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By K Sridhar, Mangalore 
 
      The Medieval period saw the improvement in Navigation along with it the Lighthouses gradually 
expanded.  
 

  
The special cancellation of 31st France Royan Philatelic Exhibition postcard highlights  

“Cordouan Lighthouse” 
 

  

 
 
      Recognized as Cultural UNESCO World Heritage site, the Cordouan 
Lighthouse has been a beacon for ships that are engaged in trade between 
Bordeaux and the rest of the World since the 16th century. 
 
      The lighthouse was erected in the open sea on a rocky plateau where 
the Atlantic Ocean meets the Gironde Estuary, in a highly exposed and 
hostile environment that is hazardous for shipping. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.  Please send the matter in A4 size 

Word format.  Send the clear images in separate files. 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

Lighthouse Corner 

 
 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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Dr M R Ramesh Kumar, 
Chief Scientist (Retd), National Institute of Oceanography, 

Dona Paulam 403004. Goa. 

 
      Pune, previously spelled in English as Poona (the official name until 1978), is a city in Maharashtra 
state in the Deccan plateau in Western India. It is the administrative headquarters of the Pune district, 
and of Pune division. According to the 2011 Census of India, Pune is the ninth-most populous city in 
India with a population of 3.1 million residents within the city limits, and 7.2 million residents in the 
metropolitan region, making it the eight-most populous metropolitan area in India. The city of Pune is 
part of Pune Metropolitan Region. Pune is one of the largest IT hubs in India. It is also one of the most 
important automobile and manufacturing hubs of India. Pune is often referred to as “Oxford of the East” 
because of its highly regarded educational institutions. It has been ranked “the most liveable city in 
India” several times. 
 
      Pune at different points in time has been ruled by the Rashtrakuta dynasty, Ahmadnagar Sultanate, 
the Mughals, and the Adil Shahi dynasty. In the 18th century, the city was part of the Maratha Empire, 
and the seat of the Peshwas, the prime ministers of the Maratha Empire. Many historical landmarks 
like Pataleshwar caves, Shaniwarwada, Shinde Chhatri, and Vishrambaug Wada date to this era. 
Historical sites from different eras dot the city. 
 
      Pune has historically been a major cultural centre, with important figures like Dnyaneshwar, Shivaji, 
Tukaram, Baji Rao I, Balaji Baji Rao, Madhavrao I, Nana Fadnavis, Mahadev Govind Ranade, Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale, Mahatma Jyotirao Phule, Savitribai Phule, Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, Tarabai Shinde, 
Dhondo Keshav Karve, and Pandita Ramabai doing their life’s work in Pune City or in an area that falls 
in Pune Metropolitan Region. Pune was a major centre of resistance to British Raj, with people like 
Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Vinayak Damodar Savarkar playing leading roles in 
struggle for Indian independence in their times. 
 
      A set of 10 picture postcards were released by the Department of Posts, by the Postmaster 
General, Pune Region, Maharashtra as a part of the PUNPEX 2023, which are the topic of the 
present article. 
 
 
Agha Khan Palace, Pune  
 

 

Historical Places of Pune - A Philatelical Perspective  
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      The Aga Khan Palace was built by Sultan Muhammed Shah Aga Khan III in the city of Pune, India. 
The Aga Khan Palace is a majestic building. The palace is closely linked to the Indian freedom 
movement as it served as a prison for Mahatma Gandhi, his wife Kasturba Gandhi, his secretary 
Mahadev Desai. Sarojini Naidu and several others were also imprisoned during the Quit India 
Movement that demanded an end to British rule in India. It is also the place where Kasturba Gandhi 
and Mahadev Desai died. In 2003, Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) declared the site as a 
monument of national importance. Aga Khan Palace is major attraction of photographers for various 
kind of photo shoot because of its special architecture, greenery and perfect for photography lighting. 
 
Agriculture College, Pune  
 

 

 
 
      At the heart of the culturally rich and prosperous Pune of the Peshwas is where the century old 
College of Agriculture, the constituent College of the Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth, Rahuri is 
located. Pune with a population of 2.5 million is the second largest city in Maharashtra State. Since 
time immemorial, Pune has been a renowned educational and celebrated cultural centre. The Maratha 
Kingdom was founded by the great king Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj around Pune in 1676 A.D. The 
weather of Pune is very pleasant with maximum temperature ranging from 200C to 320C. The College 
of Agriculture is very close to the Bus and Railway stations and about 10 kms from the Lohgaon airport. 
 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Bridge 
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      Chhatrapati Shivaji Bridge. This bridge, built in 1924, is Pune’s second-largest bridge and was 
earlier known as Llyod’s Bridge. Built in 1924, Shivaji Bridge was one part of a town planning scheme 
to accelerate movement across the Mutha River. 
 
CSIR – National Chemical Laboratory 
 

 

      The National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) is an Indian Government laboratory based in Pune, in 
western India. Popularly known as NCL, a constituent member of the Council of Scientific & Industrial 
research (CSIR) India, it was established in 1950. Dr Ashish Lele is the Director of NCL and took 
charge on April 1, 2021. There are approximately 200 scientific staff working here. The interdisciplinary 
research center has a wide research scope and specializes in polymer science, organic chemistry, 
catalysis, materials chemistry, chemical engineering, biochemical sciences and process development. 
It houses good infrastructure for measurement science and chemical information.  

Lal Mahal, Pune 

 

      The Lal Mahal (Red Palace) of Pune is one of the most famous monuments located in Pune, India, 
where Shivaji I founder of the Maratha Empire  spent his childhood. In the year 1630 AD, Shivaji’s 
Father Shahaji, established the Lal Mahal for his wife Jijabai and son. Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
stayed here for many years till he captured the first fort. The current Lal Mahal is a reconstruction of 
the original and located in the center of the Pune city. The original Lal Mahal was built with the idea of 
rejuvenating the recently razed city of Pune when Shahaji Raje entered the city along with Shivaji and 
his mother, Maasaheb Jijabai. Young Shivaji grew up here, and stayed in the Lal Mahal till he captured 
the Torna fort in 1645. Shivaji’s marriage with his first wife, Saibai took place in Lal Mahal on 16 May 
1640. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chhatrapati_Shivaji_Maharaj
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Nana Wada. Pune 

  

      Located near the Vasant Theatre in Budhwar Peth, Nana Wada is a traditional mansion spread 
over 20,000 square feet and built by Nana Phadnavis (1742–1800), the chief administrative officer of 
the Peshwas. He is believed to have built this residence for himself in 1780.The wada is primarily made 
of sagwan wood (teak) and is a fine example of Peshwa architecture. It has wooden railings and a 
timber ceiling, and the columns resemble cypress trees. There are several wall paintings (much faded 
now) and both the walls and ceiling feature various carved patterns. The first floor of the wada houses 
a diwan khana (courthouse or audience hall) built of black polished wood. It also has provisions for an 
emergency exit, with an escape stairway in the wall that leads out of the mansion.  

Pataleshwar Cave Temple, Pune 

 

      The Pataleshwar Caves, also referred to as the Panchaleshvara temple or Bhamburde Pandav 
cave temple, are an 8th-century rock-cut Hindu temple from the Rashtrakuta period located in Pune, 
Maharashtra, India. Dedicated to Shiva, it was a monumental monolithic excavation with a notable 
circular Nandi mandapa and a large pillared mandapa. It is a temple of three rock-cut cave sanctums, 
likely dedicated to Brahma-Shiva-Vishnu originally, but currently to Parvati-original Shiva-Ganesha. A 
garden now surrounds the site, new idols have been placed elsewhere in the complex. The interiors of 
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the caves have suffered damage from vandalism. Outside, the monument shows the effects of natural 
elements over the centuries. 

Shaniwar Wada, Pune 

 

      Shaniwar Wada was built by Peshwa Baji Rao I, a prime minister of the Maratha Empire from 1700 
to 1740. The foundation for the wada was laid on January 10, 1730, which was a Saturday, leading to 
its name - ‘Shaniwar’ means Saturday and ‘wada’ means a residential complex. It was the residence 
of the Peshwas for 86 years until their defeat at the hands of the British in the Third Anglo Maratha 
War. 

      The wada took two years and Rs.16,120 to be completed, and was inaugurated on January 22, 
1732. The eight generations who succeeded Peshwa Baji Rao made numerous additions to the wada. 
The third Peshwa, Balaji Bajirao (1720–1761), alias Nanasaheb, began the construction of bastions 
and gateways as an outer periphery and arranged for water to be brought to the wada from the nearby 
Katraj Lake.  

Savitribhai Phule Pune University, Pune 
 
 

 
 

      Savitribai Phule Pune University (SPPU), formerly the University of Pune, is a public state 
University located in the city of Pune, India. It was established in 1949, and is spread over a 411 acres   
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(1.66 km2) campus in the neighbourhood of Ganeshkind. The university houses 46 academic 
departments. It has about 307 recognised research institutes and 612 affiliated colleges offering 
graduate and under-graduate courses. Savitribai Phule Pune University Ranked 12th  NIRF Ranking in 
2022. 
 
Vishrambaug Wada, Pune 
 

 
 
      Vishrambaug Wada, a fine mansion situated at central Pune’s  Thorale Bajirao Road, was the 
luxurious residence of Peshwa Baji Rao II, the last Peshwa of Maratha Confederacy, in early 19th 
Century. The 20,000 sq.ft. wada presently houses a post office on its ground floor, a few other offices 
of the municipal corporation and a small museum of Maratha artifacts put together by noted Maratha 
historian, Babasaheb Purandare.  This structure is famous for its fine entrance and the balcony with 
carved woodwork.  
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
https://www.facebook.com/philately.information 

 

 
Argentina - Buenos Aires 1859 1p “In Ps” tête-bêche Pair 

 

 
 

Country of production : State of Buenos Aires 
Date of production : 1859 
Nature of rarity : Tête-bêche pair, Unique 
No. in existence : 1 
Face value : 1 peso 
Estimated value : USD 575,000 
 
      The Buenos Aires 1859 1p “In Ps” tête-bêche pair, also known as the “In Peso” tête-bêche Pair, is 
the sole known example of an inverted error on a Barquitos postage stamp issued by the sovereign 
state of Buenos Aires.   
 
      The initial plates consisted of 48 stereotypical clichés. At one point, clichés were removed and 
reaffirmed to the wood base. During this operation, one of the clichés was reattached upside down, 
resulting in the tête-bêche error in position 33 (row 5, stamp 1), which is coupled with the right 
orientation stamp in position 41 (row 6, stamp 1). This error differs from tête-bêche printing variants 
produced by a work-and-turn printing procedure in that cliché errors are genuine errors, whereas tête-
bêche printing varieties are products. 
 

Stamp of the Month 
 

https://www.facebook.com/philately.information


Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.100/June 2024 

 

 

 

 

27 

History 
 
      The Barquitos stamps are named from the barquitos, or miniature ships, that appear in the center 
of the stamp. They were first issued in April 1858, with denominations of 2, 3, 4, and 5 pesos in blue, 
green, red, and orange. At the time, the normal single-letter charge was two pesos, but postal rates 
were decreased in October, necessitating the production of two more stamps. Due to time constraints, 
the Mint modified the 4 and 5-peso plates to produce the 1 peso and 4 reales (half-peso) stamps, 
respectively. Forgeries of normal stamps exist and have been well documented since 1882. 
 
      The original plates were made up of 48 stereotypical clichés, eight stamps broad and six stamps 
deep, mounted on a hardwood foundation with a little brass peg in each corner. The nails appear as 
white holes in the artwork, having been recessed beneath the level of each metal cliché. The value 
tablets remained firm on the master dies, and the four matrices were used to create the four values. 
Each matrix featured the denomination cut into solid areas: “Dos Ps”, “Tres Ps”, “Cuato Ps”, and “Cinco 
Ps”. From them, 48 clichés were stereotyped and attached to the wood basis. Unique affixing holes 
and faults allow for the identification of different plate placements. 
 
      In June 1864, the world’s first specialized stamp publication, Stamp Collectors’ Review and Monthly 
Advertiser, revealed that the plates of these stamps had been modified. 
 
      Even Barquitos stamps with no noteworthy flaws are regarded outstanding classics and highly 
valued. They were the most expensive stamps listed in the Scott Postage Stamp Catalogue in 1868, 
and by 1940, they were worth $3,000 each. 
 
Modifications 
 
      To create the two new denominations, each cliché was modified. The 5-peso value was converted 
to a 1-peso by deleting the “C” and “co” from the word “Cinco Ps,” resulting in “In Ps”. The 4-peso was 
converted into a 4-reales by eliminating a portion of the “Cuato Ps” lettering. The lower curve of the “P” 
was first excised, making it read “rs”, and then it was edited again by eliminating the “Cu” and “o” of 
“Cuato”, making it read “T rs,” the closest approximation of “1 rs”. 
 
Provenance 
 
      This pair was displayed in 1986 as part of Ameripex’s Aristocrats of Philately exhibit, and again in 
1996 at Anphilex. Prior to 1958, they were owned by Alfred H. Caspary, Lars Amundsen, Joseph 
Schatzkés, John Robert Boker, Jr., and Gabriel Sanchez. They also appeared in Leon Norman 
Williams’ Encyclopedia of Rare and Famous Stamps. In 2008, the Caspary vertical tete-beche pair sold 
at auction for $575,000. 
 
A second example    
 
      While the Buenos Aires 1859 1p “In Ps” tête-bêche pair is the only known vertical set, Philipp von 
Ferrary’s collection contains the first record of a horizontal coupling in positions 34 and 33. Alfred F. 
Lichtenstein later owned it in 1923. Lichtenstein later exhibited the stamp in 1940 at the Collectors Club 
of New York’s centenary celebrations for the postal stamp. The Ferrary-Lichtenstein horizontal tête-
bêche pair has not been seen since 1940 and is assumed to have been lost due to philately. 
 
 
 
Reference:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buenos_Aires_1859_1p_%22In_Ps%22_t%C3%Aate- 
                   b%C3%Aache_pair   
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buenos_Aires_1859_1p_%22In_Ps%22_t%C3%AAte-
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Collecting stamps and covers is clearly the  
essence of philately, but collecting its literature has a charm and  

delight of its own. There is a wonderful romance in acquiring the literature of  
our hobby (Philately) as well as books devoted to the magical world of the bibliophile. 

 
                                                                         ………………… STANLEY M. BIERMAN 

M. Lokeswara Rao IFS (Retd.) eminent philatelist penned several books on Thematic 
philately.1. Biodiversity of the World on Stamps, 2.Buddhism on Stamps, 

3. Himalayan Birds on Stamps, 4. CITES: Endangered Species on Stamps, 5. Modern 
Management The Gita Way (Gita on Stamps). These philatelic books got several 

awards Internationally and Nationally and become very popular. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Copies contact M. Lokeswara Rao IFS (Retd.) M: 9426215175,  
Email: madirajul@gmail.com 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.100/June 2024 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Swamynathan R, Mumbai 
 

Introduction 
 

Stamps depict an attractive illustration on a particular subject/topic/event. The subject depicted 
on the stamp in the form of illustration is a POINTER to a vast knowledge that exists. This is the reason 
why a postage stamp is called “Window to Knowledge”.  

 
In this article four interesting subject/topic: Tangram, Toys, Upside Down pictures and 

Mechanical Puzzles are considered which was popular in the pre technology era. These four topics 
were depicted in commemorative stamps. Each of the topic has in depth knowledge published in 
various books. In this article one can see the commemorative stamp and the related cover pages of 
the related books reflecting the vast knowledge on each topic narrated below.  
 

Stamps-Window to Knowledge 
 
Tangram 
 

The tangram is a dissection puzzle consisting of seven flat polygons, called tans, which are put 
together to form shapes. The objective is to replicate a pattern (given only an outline) generally found 
in a puzzle book using all seven pieces without overlap. Alternatively, the tans can be used to create 
original minimalist designs that are either appreciated for their inherent aesthetic merits or as the basis 
for challenging others to replicate its outline. It is reputed to have been invented in China sometime 
around the late 18th century and then carried over to America and Europe by trading ships shortly 
after. It became very popular in Europe for a time, and then again during World War I. It is one of the 
most widely recognized dissection puzzles in the world and has been used for various purposes 
including amusement, art, and education.  

 

 
 

                                          
 

Stamps - A Window to Knowledge 
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Tangram Knowledge--Images of the book cover 

 

                               
 

                               
 

Toys 
 

A toy or plaything is an object that is used primarily to provide entertainment. Simple examples 
include toy blocks, board games, and dolls. Toys are often designed for use by children, and many are 
designed specifically for adults. Toys can provide utilitarian benefits, including physical exercise, 
cultural awareness, or academic education. Additionally, utilitarian objects, especially those which are 
no longer needed for their original purpose, can be used as toys. Examples include children building a 
fort with empty cereal boxes and tissue paper spools, or a toddler playing with a broken TV remote 
control. The term “toy” can also be used to refer to utilitarian objects purchased for enjoyment rather 
than need, or for expensive necessities for which a large fraction of the cost represents its ability to 
provide enjoyment to the owner, such as luxury cars, high-end motorcycles, gaming computers, and 
flagship smartphones. 

 
The origin of toys is prehistoric; dolls representing infants, animals, and soldiers, as well as 

representations of tools used by adults, are readily found at archaeological sites. The origin of the word 
“toy” is unknown, but it is believed that it was first used in the 14th century. Toys are mainly made for 
children. The oldest known doll toy is thought to be 4,000 years old.  

 
Playing with toys is an important part of aging. Younger children use toys to discover their 

identity, help with cognition, learn cause and effect, explore relationships, become stronger physically, 
and practice skills needed in adulthood. Adults on occasion use toys to form and strengthen social 
bonds, teach, help in therapy, and to remember and reinforce lessons from their youth. 
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Pull Toy on Stamp and Book 

 
 

Toys Knowledge--Images of the book cover 
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Upside Down Pictures 
 
      Upside Down pictures are illustrations which turned upside down(180 degrees) gives same or 
different image.  
 

       
 

             
 

Pictures Upside Down Knowledge--Images of the book cover 
 

        
 

By Peter Newell 
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By Gustav Verbeek 

 
 

Mechanical Puzzle 
 

 
Mechanical Puzzle-Rubik Cube 

 
A mechanical puzzle is a puzzle presented as a set of mechanically interlinked pieces in which 

the solution is to manipulate the whole object or parts of it. While puzzles of this type have been in use 
by humanity as early as the 3rd century BC, one of the most well-known mechanical puzzles of modern 
day is the Rubik’s Cube, invented by the Hungarian architect Ernő Rubik in 1974. The puzzles are 
typically designed for a single player, where the goal is for the player to discover the principle of the 
object, rather than accidentally coming up with the right solution through trial and error. With this in 
mind, they are often used as an intelligence test or in problem solving training. 
 

Mechanical Puzzle Knowledge--Images of the book cover 
 

      In 1893, Angelo John Lewis, using the pen name “Professor Hoffman”, wrote a book 
called Puzzles; Old and New. This book grew into a reference work for puzzle games and modern 
copies exist for those interested. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puzzle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubik%27s_Cube
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ern%C5%91_Rubik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trial_and_error
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intelligence_test
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Problem_solving
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Author:Angelo_John_Lewis
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              First Book on Mechanical Puzzle                         Second Book on Mechanical Puzzle-Vol1 

                        

                               
                Second Book on Mechanical Puzzle-Vol 2              Second Book on Mechanical Puzzle-Vol 3 

 

Conclusion 
 

Stamp is like a motivator to pursue the knowledge depicted on postage stamp. Stamps depicted 
almost all the subjects that’s exists/known to human being. Any individual can pursue any subject with 
great interest with the help of the postage stamp. Also pursing postage stamps can help develop 
various skills like organising, communication(verbal & written) and written. 

 

Enjoy Collecting Stamps 
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By Prof. V.K. Gupta 
 
      Where are you going my pretty PCI? By now you are about to reach the age of fifty years. Do you 
not need a makeover? Should you not gather strength for two of your neglected wings to find new 
energy? Change is the law of nature. I am pointing your attention to  
 

i) formulate a separate but associate NGO with India Post to promote Philately especially at the 
district level with the help of affiliated societies;  
 
ii) giving a honourable place to philatelic dealers by accepting them as jurors and also a place 
for them in PCI Governing Council. 

 
      There are four important legs of Philately: i) Philatelists; ii) Philatelic Societies  and National 
Organization - PCI;  iii) India Post  and  iv) Professional Dealers . All must work together for the progress 
of Philately. 
 
      This article confine to last two legs:  
 

i) collaboration with India Post and  
ii) giving honourable place to dealers in PCI. 

 
      Government of India encourages Private Public Partnership (PPP) in its liberalized regime. When 
PCI was formed in 1975, it was not easy in the regulatory regime. Can we devise and  forge such a 
relationship in the field of Philately? It may be beneficial to both - India Post by working with the experts 
for their district level Exhibitions; and to PCI and its affiliated societies incorporated under the Society 
Registration Act. Our societies are hungry for funds to promote Philately. The goal is achievable if PCI 
discuss it with DDG Philately / Secretary, GOI to find ways and means. 
 
      Blooming of Philately and PCI will remain incomplete unless Professional Philatelists are giving a 
honourable place in PCI. They are not untouchables! They are inseparable.  Juryship is denied to them 
although many of them have brought laurels to India by winning several gold medals and higher 
awards. These Professionals must find a place in the organization, in their own right; as is the trend 
world over. 
 
      Do we feel a need to ponder over the matter? We must bring these two suggestions for 
consideration of Governing Council and General Body of PCI.  
 
      There is a need to Amend PCI Constitution to keep it in line with other world societies and to grow 
Philately in the 21st century. 
 
 
 

 

Our old issues are available in Google Drive.  The link is given below: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-VKa-d9LyUJ8hr1k30B24EZCA2DhReur 

 

 

Amend PCI Constitution 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-VKa-d9LyUJ8hr1k30B24EZCA2DhReur
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By Abhijit De, 
Chennai 

 

INTRODUCTION  
 
      Europa stamps, issued by member countries on themes selected annually, are ideal  pictorial 
stamps for topical stamp collecting. Although the Europa stamps were introduced from 1956, the 
annual issues with variable designs on a common theme/subject started in 1974, when there were 23 
member countries, which issued a total of 49 stamps of different designs on the same subject in that 
year. The advantage was that each country’s  history, art, traditions , and culture could be reflected 
under this common theme. This start was followed with other interesting common themes like, 
Landscapes (1977), Inventions (1983), Post office buildings (1990), 500 years of European discovery 
of America (1992), Great Discoveries (1994), Festivals and National celebrations (1998), Gastronomy 
(2005), 100 years of Scouting  (2007), Writing letters ( 2008), 
Children’s books (2010), National musical Instruments (2014), 
Bridges (2018), Ancient Postal Routes (2020), Underwater 
Flora and Fauna (2024) etc. which gives a very good idea 
about the variations of themes and subjects  that spanned the 
decades from 1970, and how each nation interpreted the 
chosen topic.  The membership has since gone up to 63, but 
not every member issues stamps annually on the chosen 
theme as they may not have suitable material for the theme 
chosen for that particular year.  However, this wasn’t always 
the case. Originally the Europa stamps were confined to 
the 6 founding countries who started the European Coal and 
Steel Community in 1956 (France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, 
Netherlands and Luxemburg.), and the stamps issued had the same design for all 6. An example of 
the 1956 design set, issued by the then West Germany, is shared here.  
 
      All the 6 members nation’s stamps reflected exactly this design for their stamps for Europa 1956, 
which was designed by a French artist, to show a steel tower erected with the 6 letters of Europa. 
During the 1960’s their administration was taken over by the European Conference of Posts and 
Telecommunications (CEPT), and stamps started to be issued with the same design for all members, 
with the initials CEPT included alongside EUROPA, some examples of which stamps are shared here.  
Therefore, only from 1974, was each country allowed to interpret the common theme/subject in their 
own way, except for 2-3 different years thereafter, when a common design was shared by all for specific 
reasons, like the common cause for Peace that the 2023 Europa stamp theme showed.     
 

        
 

Caption: This Europa common design, shown here for stamps issued by Belgium and West Germany, 
was designed by an artist from Finland, in which the O of Europa’s design is inspired by a Roman 
Empire mail - coach, and shows 19 spokes, one for each Europa -CEPT member in 1960. The other 

Astronomy : The EUROPA Stamps of 2009 
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common Europa design shown on stamps of West Germany, England and Sweden was issued in 1969, 
and was based on the design submitted by 2 Italian artists, which shows 2 sides of an architectural 
type colonnade.  After 1974, common designs were used only for 1984 (25th Anniversary of CEPT); 
2000 -to indicate the start of the new century; 2016 for the theme “Think Green”; and lastly in 2003, for 
a design indicating the “The New Peace Symbol “after the start of the Russian- Ukraine war, which 
effected all Europa members in one way or another.   
  

 
 
 

      In 2009, the subject/theme chosen for Europa stamps was Astronomy. This theme was 
specifically chosen as it coincided with the invention of an effective telescope, which could magnify 8-
9 times more compared to the existing telescopes,  by the Italian inventor and explorer in the field of 
astronomy, Galileo Galileo in 1609. He  was born in Pisa ,Italy, on 26th February 1564 (Gregorian 
calendar). His discoveries included the craters and mountains of the Moon; the phases of the planet 
Venus; 4 Moons of Jupiter, which are today called Galilean moons; view of Saturn, but he could not 
detect the rings as the telescope was not powerful enough; the analysis of Sunspots, and also that the 
Milky way was not just a band of light, but is full of stars. These discoveries, helped open up centuries 
of scientific progress that cut across Nations and Universities. Hence the United Nations proclaimed 
2009 as the International year of Astronomy on 20th December 2007.  
 
      The International Year of Astronomy had a special symbol that  was abbreviated as IYA 2009. 
,and these events  was inaugurated in Paris, France in January 2009. The yearlong programs were 
represented by an image which showed an outline of two people (adult and child), gazing at a star 
sprinkled sky in various shades of darker and lighter blues. This image  is shown on the Stamp and  
MS issued by Argentine depicted here, which was issued for this event in 2009, in which the MS, which 
was issued as a Souvenir sheet issued specifically for this Program, shows this image of IYA 2009  at 
the bottom, and the Southern Cross, one of the most important constellations in the Southern 
Hemisphere, in which hemisphere  Argentine is situation, on the rest of the M.S. The other  stamp from 
Argentine, issued for this occasion, shows the telescope at the National University at Cordoba, 
Argentina, and the stamp within the M.S shows Galileo and an image of the Solar System. Other 
stamps that featured the IYA 2009 image on their stamps or MS in the year  2009, are  stamp sets  
issued by Indonesia and  North Korea, and among Europa countries Spanish Andorra, Portugal  -
Azores, Portugal - Maderia, and the country  Portugal itself. (the latter 2 MS ‘s are shown in the relevant 
section hereunder). 
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THE EUROPA 2009 STAMPS  
    
      For Europa 2009, not all the 63 member countries issued at least 1 stamp on the subject of 
Astronomy, because even in case of other annual subjects, each member country issued stamps only 
when they judged they had suitable and nation related material with them. Therefore, a total of 112 
stamps only were issued, from which total some countries issued at least 2 Europa 2009 stamps. 
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Since there  are too many issuing countries and stamps to discuss in such a limited article, I have 
chosen a few countries which have issued Europa 2009 stamps, for which I have the stamps in my 
stamp collection, and for which I have managed to collect  the details for the relevant stamp given   
here under. The variations, although most revolve around Galileo and his discoveries, or the Solar 
System, however fortunately cover a large number of other sub- topics that are important to the study 
of Astronomy.  
 
1. AZERBAIJAN - The 2 Europa 2009 stamps issued by this partly European and partly Asian based 
member (other geographically partly Asian and partly Europe members of Europa in 2009 includes 
Turkey, and also Kazakhstan which country is featured here under), shows Nasiruddin Tusi, with his 
telescope, and notes along with a globe, on the 20 gapik value stamp (100 gapiks make 1 Mannat their 

national currency).  Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn 
al-Hasan al-Tusi (1201- 1274 AD) to give his full 
name, was a Persian Polymath, who made great 
contributions to Astronomy too. He created a very 
accurate table of planetary motion, and created an 
updated planetary model; and ii) the 60 gapik stamp 
shows the astronomy observatory in the Shemakhi 
region of Azerbaijan lighted by a full Moon, and iii) 
A souvenir sheet MS issued for this set shows 
Galileo an also a third stamp which shows his 
telescope, a chart showing phases of Venus apart 
from these 2 stamps which are also made part of 
the MS (It may be of interest to know that one of the 
2 stamps issued by Turkey for Europa 2009 
features another great astronomer: Ali Kuscu /Ali 

Qushji/Ala al -Din Ali Bin Muhammed (1403-1474) who was born in Samarkand, modern Uzbekistan, 
but settled in Turkey, where he wrote several scientific works and textbooks on Astronomy). This set 
was issued on 13/04/2009. 
 
2. AUSTRIA - On 5/06/2009, The lone Europa 2009 stamp was 
issued by this country and features a (the then futuristic) space 
based nano astronomy observatory. A joint Austria - Canada-
Poland venture, one of the nano satellites of project BRITE (BRIght 
star Target Explorer) is featured on this stamp.  Instead of 1 
satellite, this project has the objective of a constellation of 6 nano 
satellites calibrated at different wave lengths to study the brightest 
stars chosen for brightness as seen from Earth. Austria’s own 2 
BRITE Nano-satellites were launched on 25th February 2013, from 
the Satish Dhawan Space Center, Sriharikota, India on a ISRO 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (specifically PSLV-C20) and this 
constellation of Nano’s is giving results which are about 10 times 
better than those obtained from Earth bound observatories.   
 
3. BRITAIN - A set of 10 stamps was issued on 17/09/ 2009, entitled “Eminent Britons” as it depicted 

great personalities like Fred Perry the tennis champion; William Gladstone, 
their eminent P.M. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the author who created the 
detective Sherlock Homes etc. and this started a series of stamps that were 
issued after this set on following years, since they were issued on the topic 
of other Eminent Britons. However, in case of Britain, only some stamps 
from a set related to a Europa subject in a particular year is marked Europa 
(for example only 2 stamps out of a set of 4 stamps in most sets). In this set 
of 10, only 1 stamp is marked Europa, as it shows Sir Martin Ryle (1918-
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1984), whose research at Cambridge University using Radio telescopes, lead to the discovery of the 
earliest QUASARS (which are massive and extremely remote celestial object which emits huge 
amounts of energy, but when seen on an optic telescope looks star like). His works also led to the 
confirmation of the Big Bang Theory about the creation of the Universe. (He was knighted in 1966 and 
won the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1974). It is obvious that his achievements in Astronomy is celebrated 
with this Europa stamp of Great Britain. 
 
 
 
4. CYPRUS - Issued on 4/05/2009, this (Greek Cyprus) Europa 2009 stamp set 
depicted 2 well known Constellations. The 0.68 Euro stamp features the 
Andromeda Constellation (which is shown here), and the other one is the 
Cassiopeia Constellation shown on their 0.51 Euro stamp. On 5/05, Turkey Post 
issued a set of 2 Europa 2009 stamps too, for their portion  of Cyprus. 
      
 
 
5. ESTONIA - Like most of those European countries that issued Europa 2009 stamps, the Baltic sea 

coast country of Estonia, also issued 2 stamps, on 5/05/2009. 
Both are valued at 0.58 Euros, with the stamp shown here 
showing a concept of the Universe, first propounded by 
Estonian astronomer, Jaan Einasto at the International 
Symposium at Tallinnin, Estonia, in 1977, which theory 
proposes that the Universe can be depicted as a regular 
structure of cells, like a honeycomb, which concept is depicted 
on this stamp. The second stamp (not shared here) shows the 

well-known M 31 Andromeda Galaxy, which appears in the Constellation of Andromeda as one of the 
stars in the Constellation visible to the naked eyes, and which is the nearest Galaxy to our own Milky 
Way Galaxy. Neighbouring Baltic countries like Luthania and Latvia have also issued Europa 2009 
stamps.       
 
6. FRANCE - On 4/05/2009, a souvenir sheet/M.S. with 2 x 0.70 Euro stamps was issued, with one 
stamp featuring Saturn, The Horsehead Nubela (also known as B33, which is located in the 
Constellation, Orion) and a 
Galaxy, while the other depicts a 
Star being transited by an 
Exoplanet (which is  a planet that 
exists outside our  Solar system, 
and is measured for 
characteristics  as it crosses its 
mother star/sun), as shown on 
this stamp. (So far, such 
searches, many with the help of 
the Kepler Space telescope - 
launched on 6th March 2009-and 
operational till October 2018, 
have found 5,630 confirmed 
exoplanets in 4,186 planetary 
systems, till May 2024). Also 
depicted on the M.S. are 
embossed an ancient telescope, 
some unknown planets, an 
orbiting telescope and the surface 
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of our Earth. Neighbouring countries like Germany and Belgium (the later stamp shows a portable 
telescope) had also issued a single Europa 2009 stamp each. In case of Germany, the stamp shows 
the Solar System, and The Netherlands issued 2 stamps on this subject, on the topic of Dutch 
Astronomer Christiaan Huygens (1629-1695), who had studied the rings of Saturn, and discovered its 
largest Moon, Titan. 
 
7. FAROES ISLAND - These 2 stamps have been designed by Faroese artist, Edward Fuglo, and 
shows the planet of Saturn over the typical Faroese landscape of Trollhovdi, and Jupiter over the 
landscape of Heygadrangur.     
 
The set was issued on 25/05/2009. 
 

 
 
8. FINLAND - The design of this setenant set of Finland depicts an imaginary landscape showing birds 
flying over lakes, on a snowy day, and different heavenly bodies. The left-hand stamp has the Moon in 
the center left, with the Milky way on the right side of this stamp, and the other stamp shows a comet 
on the left side, accompanied by a lunar eclipse, with the large planet, Saturn, rounding off this design. 

 

 
 

 

9. REPUBLIC OF IRELAND (EIRE) - Two stamps were issued on 
7/05/2009. The 55 Euro stamp (not shown here) features The Crab Nebula, 
which is considered as one of the most recently discovered and brightest 
recent supernova near our Earth, which was discovered from observations 
made at Birr Castle, in Ireland in 1731. The 82c stamp (shown here) 
illustrates a Brown Dwarf sun, which have a mass of less than a star/sun, 
but greater than that of the largest planet. This stamp shows an artist’s 
impression of energy jets emitting from a Brown Dwarf (Brown Dwarfs can 
also be described as failed stars, which did not have adequate mass or 
energy to became a regular star, at time of formation itself. Other 

neighbouring countries like Isle of Man and Jersey also issued stamp sets on Europa 2009.  
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10. ITALY- The 0.60 Euro stamp features the Italian “Galileo” telescope facility commissioned in 1998, 
(located on the island of La Palma in the Canary Islands, Spain), set against a Nubela, and the 0.65 
Euro stamp features the astronomical satellite “AGILE” (which is a Gamma Ray astronomy mission 
satellite operated by the Italian Space Agency ASI, which was launched from Satish Dhawan Space 
Center, Sriharikota, India, on 23rd April 2007) 
 

 
 
11. KAZAKHSTAN - Issued on 3/04/2009, the 2 stamps issued by this partially European country of 
Kazakhstan, have the same value of 230 KZT (i.e.Kazakhstan Tenge), as can be seen here. One of 
the stamps show a portrait of Galileo and his telescope, with depictions of the surface of the planet 
Venus and a close up of The Moon with craters. The second stamp shows two children standing on a 
typical Kazak landscape, watching the Constelletion of Taurus, The Bull, while a telescope is shown 
on their right. 
 

.    
 
12. LUXEMBOURG - The 2 stamps issued on 12/05/2009 shown here are illustrated as follows: The 
0.50 Euro value shows a father and son sitting on a lawn, and observing the night sky, which also has 
a shooting star; and the 0.70 Euro stamp shows Galileo and his famous telescope, example of his 
notes, and some planets. Both are printed by the famous Cartor security printers and carry the text” 
Year of Astronomy”, IN FRENCH 
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13. MALTA -Issued on 9/05/2009, the 1.19 Euro stamp showing the Great Telescope of William Lassell 
(1799- 1880: A British merchant and Astronomer), which was the biggest telescope of its times. It was 
set up in   Malta in between 1861 and 1865, but scrapped in 1877. It is shown against a background 
of Nubela M42, which Nubela Lassell had studied using this 
telescope. A wooden staircase and platform to approach the 
telescope which was also constructed then, is featured on this 
stamp. The 0.37 Euro stamp shows a portrait of Galileo, by 
famous painter Francesco Boschi (1619-1675: a Florence, Italy 
based painter) and one of Galileo’s sketches of the Moon set 
against a starry background which includes constellation Orion. 
Since year 2009 also commemorated the first Moon landing by 
USA’s Apolo 11 lander “Eagle”, the stamp also features a 
representation of the Lunar Lander, and the text meaning 
international Astronomy Year 2009 on the top of each stamp is 
written in “Futura” font, which is the font used to write on the 
plaque attached to the Moon lander, declaring “…we come in 
peace for all mankind.”  
 
14. NORWAY - These 2 stamps for Europa 2009 depict Sun Spots and a solar flare on the surface of 
the Sun, on the 10 Krone stamp, and the heavily cratered surface of the Moon on the 12 Krone stamp. 
The dot next to the value in each stamp encapsules a tiny embedded meteorite dust particle, thus 
making this set, issued on 12/06/2009, unique.  
 

 
 
15. POLAND - The pair of stamps of Poland issued on 5/05/2009 for Europa 2009, is a “tete- beche” 
setenent stamp set, which represents a star emitting rays. In this case the star has representation of 
long sequences of digits which indicates “modern “astronomy and the streams of data that are used to 
represent our Sun’s cosmic companions. At the same time, this digital image overlays a field that 
contains numerous diagrams of constellations which represents our “ancient “and early interaction with 
heaven. The Constellation diagrams also go into the margin flaps beyond the perforations of the stamp 
set, as one can see- A very complex design which needs to be examined closely to understand it.  
 

 
 
16. PORTUGAL -Issued on 8/05/2009, the 2 stamps on this MS, which show a unit of the European 
South Observatory of the “Very Large Telescope” located in Chile, South America, which is the largest 
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in the World, and the second stamp shows stages of a total Lunar Eclipse (as depicted by a Portuguese 
Astronomer, which details are given on the MS) 
 

 
 
17. PORTUGAL: MADIERA - Issued on the same date as Portugal, the 2 stamps on this Souvenir 
sheet features stamps showing the following: a. An image of a telescope (built by a student studying 
for his Astronomy degree (telescopes and detectors), University of Maderia), and b. the Spiral Galaxy 
M 51, which is located in the Bootes or “Hunting Dogs” constellation. (Also called Whirlpool Galaxy, 
which was the first to be classified as a Spiral Galaxy after discovery in 1773). Portuguese Azores also 
issued a similar set for Europa 2009. 
 

 
18. RUSSIA - Only a single stamp of 9 Rouble value was issued on 5/05/2009, but it incorporates many 
astronomical symbolisms. It features an astronomical observatory on top of a mountain, an amillary 
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sphere (which is a skeletal celestial globe, which was an early astronomical device which represents 
the great circles of the heavens divided into degrees for angular measurements of the given 
astronomical objects. The models of such globes can differ according to what such a sphere is 
representing); the Big Dipper constellation (also called Ursa Major or Big Bear), and a comet.    
 

 
 
19. VATICAN CITY - The 2 stamps issued by Vatican for Europa 2009 on 20/05, are based on paintings 
by famous Italian artist, Donato Creti (1671-1749), who worked mainly at Bologna, Italy, during his 
career. His 18th century 8 part series of small size oil paintings are at the Vatican library, and was a gift 
to Pope Clement XI, who, a short time later, seemed to have taken keen interest in Astronomy, and 
opened the first public observatory in the world, at Bologna.  These paintings are collectively entitled 
“Astronomical Observations”. Out of these paintings, one showing Saturn and another showing the 
Sun have been used for the 0.60 Euro and 0.65 Euro stamps. 
 

 
 
Acknowledgement 
 
I would like to acknowledge that certain important points regarding Europa stamps have been found 
from the book “The Complete Guide to Stamps & Stamp Collecting” by Dr. James Mackay, and online 
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Astronomy is just one of the hundreds of topics that philately deals with.      
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Great Britain 
 
 

Childrens’ Cartoon - Peppa Pig 

 

 
 

Issued on 16.05.2024 
 

 
 

Guernsey 
 

Alderney 
 

Europa - Underwater Fauna & Flora 
 

300 years - Casquets Light House 
 

     
Issued on 14.05.2024 Issued on 14.05.2024 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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Montenegro 
 

Kyrgyzstan 
 

Europa - Underwater Fauna & Flora - 
Gold Coral 

Prehistoric Fauna of Kyrgyzstan 

  
 

Issued on 16.05.2024 
 

Issued on 21.05.2024 
 
 

Caribbean Netherlands 
 

 

Bonaire Underwater World of Island 

 

 
 

Issued on: 13.05.2024 
 



                                                              Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. V/Issue No.100/June 2024 

 

 

 

 

50 

 
Kyrgyzstan 

 

Locomotives in Kyrgyzstan 
 

Portugal 
 

Centenary of the Portuguese  
Lighthouse Authority 

 

 
 

Issued on: 21.05.2024 

 
 Issued on: 23.05.2024 

 
 

United Nations  
 

150th Anniversary of UN 
 

New York Geneva Vienna 

   
 

Issued on 23.5.2024 Issued on 24.5.2024 Issued on 24.5.2024 

 
 

Kyrgyzstan 
 

Kyrgyz Republic Red Data Book 
 

 
 

Issued on: 21.05.2024 
Courtesy: Wopa+ 
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By Mohanachandran Nair 
 

The Post Office Buildings of India 

 

      The first post office in India was opened by the East India Company in 1727 at West Bengal.  In 
1774 Calcutta GPO was established in Fort Williams.  Subsequently in 1786 Madras GPO was 
established.  After eight years in 1794 Bombay GPO was 
established.  The Post Office Act XVII 1854 came into existence 
in India as per the recommendations of a commission appointed 
by Lord Dalhousie in 1850.  He made several changes and 
developments in the postal system. 
 
      After independence it served the country jointly with the 
telecommunication department and was known as the 
Department of Posts and Telecommunications.  In 1985 the 
Department of Telecommunication was separated and the 
Department of Posts came into existence.  For more than 150 
years, the Department of Posts (DoP) has been the backbone of the country’s communication and has 
played a crucial role in the country’s social economic development.  At the time of independence there 
were 23,344 post offices which were primarily in urban areas.  Now the network has registered a high 
growth with nearly 1,52,000 post offices, majority of which are serving in rural areas.  It is the largest 
network in the world.  Many of their offices are heritage buildings with marvellous architectural structure. 
It is necessary to preserve these heritage buildings.  If it is not done, the building may give way to 
modern concrete buildings or may be totally ignored and left to rot and ruin in the course of time. These 
buildings were constructed spaciously to replace the old system of people standing in veranda in front 
of the appropriate windows.  Now people get the service inside the hall where proper counters were 
provided. 
 
      The study of postal history and its development is an interesting subject.  Of which post offices 
have an important role.  Philately is connected with post offices.  It is the place where postal materials 
are available for communication as well as collection purposes. Here comes the importance of a new 
book “The Post Office Buildings of India” authored by Sushil Mehra and K Chaitanya Dev.  It is a 
beautiful book covering all important post offices in India which is explained through various postal 
materials. The postal articles, like stamps, stationery, FDCs, Special Covers and cancellations etc. 
depicted with the images of Post Office buildings are illustrated with proper descriptions in this book.  
Special features on Army Postal Service, Antarctica and Universal Postal Union can be read in the 
book.  In addition to these, two good articles of “Postal Circles & Postal Buildings” by Dr. Charles Lobo, 
member (Operations) Postal Service Board (Retd.) and “Lake Bridge Post Office, Nainital” by Abhai 
Mishra, Philatelist make this book more colourful. 
 
      This book is very useful for all postal history seekers, philatelists and enthusiasts.  The book has 

170 pages printed in white art paper with all colour images.  Every 
page of this book is well designed. This paperback edition is published 
by Sushil Mehra. The introduction is written by the authors on World 
Heritage Day (18.04.2024).  The book was printed by Shrimudra 
Printing & Corporate Services, Bangalore and is priced Rs.2000/- The   
ISBN No of the book is: 978-93-340-4689-2.  The book is available on 
Amazon India at https://amzn.in/d/4JhN9yf  
 

Book Review 
 

     Sushil Mehra & K Chaitanya Dev 

https://amzn.in/d/4JhN9yf
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DARBHANGA : 18 February 2024 

Planetarium Cum Science Museum, Darbhanga 
 

 GANGTOK : 12 March 2024 
Hamara Sankalp - Viksit Bharat Pushpit Sikkim 

 

  
MIDNAPUR HO : 24 April 2024 

Celebrating 124 years of existence of Amdangra 
Branch Post Office 

 

INDORE : 01 May 2024 
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore 

 

  
BALLARI : 08 May 2024 

Dedicated Red Cross Volunteer Shri. Tekur 
Krishnamurthy 

 

KOLKATA : 14 May 2024 
KSCH 11 Years of Success 

 

  
MULAVUKADU  : 21 May 2024 

46th Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting 
PRAYAGRAJ  : 30 May 2024 

Baobab Tree, Jhunsi, Prayagraj 
 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 

New Special Covers 
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JAKARTA 2024 

 

      Asian International Stamp Exhibition JAKARTA-2024 will be held at the Pos Bloc 
Jakarta from 3 to 7 July 2024.  The exhibition is organised by the Indonesian Philatelic 
Exhibitors Association under the patronage of FIAP.  About 1200 frames will be 
displayed.  More details can be available at:  https://jakarta2024fiap.com/irex/  
 

Shri. Parvesh Kumar Gupta is the National Commissioner  
(WhatsApp +919810628387) (Email: maachis001@gmail.com) 
Shri. Anil Reddy is the Apprentice National Commissioner. 

                     (WhatsApp +919841022884 (Email: anilreddy.stamps@gmail.com) 
 

CHINA 2024 

      40th Asian International Stamp Exhibition will be held at the Shanghai Exhibition Centre from 29 th 
November to 3rd December 2024.  The event holds particular significance as it commemorates both 
the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China and the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately.  The exhibition is under FIAP Patronage and FIP 
recognition and is expected a display of around 1600 frames. 

Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkaar is the National Commissioner 
(Mobile: 9766310553 Email: pratisadn@gmail.com) 
Mr. Rajesh Paharia is the Assistant Commissioner 
(Mobile:9351716969 Email: shreetotal@gmail.com) 
 

MELBOURNE 2025 

 
      The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne, Australia 
will be held in 2025. 
 

      For more details:  https://melbourne2025.com.au/ 
 
 

Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp +919351716969) 
Email: shreetotal@gmail.com  

 
EUROPHILEX-2025 
 

      The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held 
at Birmingham.  The extended dates of European Philatelic Exhibition will be on 
8th to 11th May 2025.  This is the first time ever, Britain has decided to move its 
international exhibition out of London.  Birmingham is the country’s second city, 
which is located in the centre of England, surrounded by a massive population 
and several other large cities. 

        
      For more details:  https://europhilex2025.co.uk/ 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

https://jakarta2024fiap.com/irex/
mailto:pratisadn@gmail.com
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://melbourne2025.com.au/
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
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BOSTON-2026 
 
 

      The FIP Patronaged 12th International Philatelic Exhibition of the United States 
gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition Center 
(BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026. 
 

      For more details: https://boston2026.org/ 
 
 

 
 
 

APEX-2024 
 
      The fourth philatelic exhibition of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association titled APEX-2024 will be held 
at Vivekananda Hall, Near AKG Centre, Palayam, Thiruvananthapuram from 16th to 18th August 2024.  
Nearly 100 frames will be arranged to display the exhibits of our members. 20 dealers’ stalls are 
arranged at the venue.   
 
      For more details contact Secretary: Mobile:9387801948 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
 

www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
www.indiamintstamp.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

 
Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVII. No.197 (May. 2024) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June & 
July. 2022) 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.175, 176, 177 (July 2023 - January 2024) 
Filacap – online. No.254  (April 2024) 
The Fila Capsule No.5 (March-April 2024) 
 
 

 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 

 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

https://boston2026.org/
http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 


	Dear sir
	I am happy to know that your next issue will be the100th issue of the bulletin. I thank you for sending the same to me regularly. I find your editorials to be full of thought-provoking ideas for promotion of philately in India. Articles are care...
	Regards
	Sunder Bahirwani
	Argentina - Buenos Aires 1859 1p “In Ps” tête-bêche Pair
	Bonaire Underwater World of Island


