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Dear Friends, 
 
      I have immense pleasure to publish this 101st issue.  As we mark the milestone of 
our 100th issue, we take a moment to reflect on the incredible journey that has brought 
us to this point. From our humble beginnings to our current status as a leading digital 
magazine, we have always remained committed to our core values of articles, 
innovation, and community.   
 
      Over the past 100 issues, we have had the privilege of sharing articles that inspire, 
educate, and entertain the hobby of stamp collecting. We have featured talented 
individuals, explored new ideas, and explored the world around us. Our mission has 
always been to provide a platform for voices to be heard, and we are proud of the impact 
we have made. 
 
      As we look to the future, we are excited to continue our standard of publishing. We 
are grateful to our loyal readers, contributors, and team members who have supported 
us along the way. 
 
     Here's to the next 100 issues! 
 

 
Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile:9387801948 
 

 
 

Editorial 
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Dear Sir, 
  
      Please accept our heartiest congratulations to your team for the 100th issue of Ananthapuri Stamp 
Bulletin which is very well produced/ presented.  
  
      Since its inception I am a member of the society and enjoy reading E_Bulletin regularly on time 
with useful contents for everyone. 
  
      I can very proudly say this bulletin has made its presence within Philatelic fraternity in India & 
overseas. Keep it up the spirit continued. Our best wishes and support always there. 
  
      Regards,   
 

Pradip Jain RDP, FRPSL 
Pragya Jain, FRPSL 

Phila Art, Patna 
 
Dear Mr Nair 
 

      Heartiest congratulations on the 100th issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin. I am sorry I missed 
sending the message as I was out of station for a long time. Sending you my best wishes for the next 
100 issues ! Once again many congratulations on bringing out this wonderful issue ! 
 
      Best Regards 
 

Jeevan Jyoti 
Editor, Rainbow Stamp News 

 

Dear Editor, 
 
      I am delighted and honoured to have my story published in the 100th issue of the Ananthapuri 
Stamp Bulletin (June 2024 issue). As a regular writer for your popular philatelic e-magazine, I am 
grateful for the opportunity. I wish the bulletin continued success and growth in the future.   
 
      I would like to offer one suggestion for future releases: please ensure that a spell-check is 
conducted before finalizing the version. In my story, there is a word, 'International', along with my name, 
that requires attention. Thank you for considering this suggestion. 

 
      All the best. 
 

Kumar Biswas 
Email: biswas.coomar@gmail.com 

 
Dear Editor, 
 
      Congratulations, quite an achievement!  Here is wishes for a 1000+ more Love from Sri Lanka. 
 

G R Fernando 
Sri Lanka 

(On Facebook) 
 

Readers’ Column 

 
 

mailto:biswas.coomar@gmail.com
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Mohanachandran Nair ji 
 
      Sir, today I downloaded and read your 100th issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin. 
 
     As usual, as every issue, wonderful layout, excellent original articles and covering many philately 
activities done by philatelists from all over India. 
 
      I also wish you all the best for the forthcoming APEX 2024. 
 
      Regards, 
  

Mahesh Parekh 
Secretary, SIPA 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
      Congratulations on reaching the milestone of the 100th edition of you fantastic journal which I 
eagerly look forward to receiving her in Cornwall, UK, every month.  I became a specialist collector of 
Indian philatelic material over 50 years ago at the insistence of my Indian girlfriend - something that I 
have been grateful to her for ever since.  Although I lost touch with the young lady over fifty years ago 
my interest in Indian postal material remains.  
 
     Thank you for allowing me to subscribe to the Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin and for producing a 
journal of such high quality. 
 

Ken Attwood 
Cornwall, UK 

 

Dear Sir,  
 
      What Ananthapuri Stamp Club and you are doing is more than just publishing a philatelic monthly 
bulletin; it is part of a great social responsibility, society education, public awareness, and a strong 
commitment to the progress of philatelists. I would like to take a moment to express my heartfelt 
gratitude to all members of the Ananthapuri Stamp Club and especially you for your hard work and 
dedication to the Philatelists across the country over the past 8+ years. 
 

Sunny 
Kottayam 

 
Sir, 
 
      Congratulations to the entire team for the extreme hard work put in…. This bulleting has been the 
running catalogue for special covers, postmarks since its first edition.  Needless to say, the articles in 
the bulletin is top notch!!  Here wishing many more to come.  Congratulations and all the very best. 
 

Sanjit Kumar 
(On Facebook) 

 
Dear Editor, 
 
      Many thanks for sharing.  Its highly valuable, informative, referencing....  
 

Sudheesh 

sudhimalappat@gmail.com 

mailto:sudhimalappat@gmail.com
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NEW BOOKS RELEASED 
 
CARRIED COVERS OF INDIA : A new book published by Shri. Sushil 
Mehra covers all about carried covers.  The book features his award 
winning 5 frame exhibit pages on a concerned theme titled “Moving 
the Mails”. Some other carried covers which were not a part of the 
exhibit are also included in this book.  He doesn’t claim to show all 
carried covers of Post-Independence India but makes an attempt to 
cover most of them.  The book also covers Frequently Asked 
Questions for collectors who wish to collect carried covers.  This full 
colour copy table size book is priced at Rs.1500/-   ISBN:978-969-47-
9258-3. For details email to: gaureshmehra@gmail.com   
 
 

 
HANDS : On 23.06.2024, under the aegis of the Philatelic Society of Delhi, Shri Shashi Pal Batra's 
book on stamp collection - 'HANDS" was released in digital form.  This book is based on global society 
and culture and various aspects of these have been included through stamps and related material.  
Shri Shashi Pal Batra has received many high level medals by presenting his extensive collection in 
various exhibitions in the country and abroad on this subject. 
 

      
 
INDIAN PARTICIPANTS IN SAVPEX-2024 
 
      South Africa’s Ninth Virtual Philatelic Exhibition (SAVPEX) 2024 concluded recently.  Following are 
the results of Indian Exhibitors.  
 

 
 
      Congratulations to all. 

News in Brief 
 

mailto:gaureshmehra@gmail.com
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SOLO PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS 
 
      Shri. (Dr) M R Ramesh Kumar continues in promoting philately by conducting mini philatelic 
exhibitions at various centres.  In connection with World Environment Day and World Ocean Day he 
conducted some philately awareness programmes with his collection of stamps.  As such he conducted 
an exhibition on World Environment Day at Govt. High School, Dona Paula, Goa on 5th June 2024. 
 

     
 
      As part of World Ocean Day on 8th June 2024 a celebration was conducted by National Institute of 
Oceanography, Dona Paula, Goa and Ocean Society of India, Goa Chapter at Science Centre, Dona 
Paula, Goa. Dr. Ramesh Kumar exhibited his collection titled “Exploring Oceans - A Philatelic 
Expedition” at the venue. 
 

   
 
      He had an excellent interactive session and spot quiz for the students and gave away prizes too in 
both centres. 
 
 
NEW PERMANENT PICTORIAL CANCELLATION 
 
 
      A new Permanent Pictorial Cancellation has been introduced at 
Shri Amarnath Ji, Pahalgam-192126 with effect from 29th June, 2024.  
Amarnath Temple is a Hindu Shrine located in the Pahalgam tehsil of 
the Anantnag district of Jammy andKashmir. 
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PHILATELIC WORKSHOPS AT SIMLA 
 
      Major Dr. Ritu Kalra conducted a workshop, quiz and tlk in Auckland House Girls School, Shimla 
on 15th June 2024. Nearly 600 students attended the session.  It was an excellent interactive session. 
 

     
 
      On 29th June 2024 Major Ritu Kalra conducted another workshop in Auckland House Girls Middle 
School.  Here she taught the children how to write postcards and gave prizes to thewinners.  More than 
300 children participated in this session. 
 

     
 
NEW OFFICE BEARERS OF SIPA 
 
      The Annual General Body 
Meeting of South India 
Philatelists’ Association was held 
on 30th June 2024 at Chennai. 
The AGM passed the Annual 
Report and Accounts for the 
period 01.4.2023 to 31.03.2024.  
The meeting elected the 
following personnel as its new 
governing council members for 
the period 2024 to 2027. The 
name and their positions are 
given below: 
 

      Mr Rolands Nelson (President), Mr Anil Reddy (Vice President), Mr Dilip Saboo (Vice President),  
Mr Mahesh Parekh (Secretary), Mr S.K. Lakshmanan (Joint Secretary)  Mr C G Bhaskar (Treasurer) 
 

      Committee Members:  1.Mr Mitesh Mehta, 2. Mr Naresh Kantad,  3.Mr  Prakash Galada, 4.Mr 
Rajesh Rathore,  5.Mr S.Balasundaram,   6.Mr Senthilkumar,   7.Mr P. Sridharan,   8.Mr Rameh Ethiraj,  
9.Mr S.V. Ramakrishnan,  10. Mr B. Ravikumar. 
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
 
 

China - The Large Dragons of China #2 - Supplementary Material 
 

      Imperial China had a lengthy history of a well-organized mail system. Over the years, the Imperial 
authority established a network of routes, messengers, and posthouses.   
 
      Until 1878, that method was primarily employed for government reasons, with messages for 
citizens carried by private messengers.   
 
      During Emperor Guangxu's fourth year, a modern postal system was established, and the first set 
of three stamps was issued in July 1878.   
 
      Thin paper, big dragons.   
 
      The stamps featured a giant dragon at the center, surrounded by a boxed frame with the bilingual 
text "CHINA" and the local denomination "CANDARINS." Stamps came in a variety of colors: one 
candarin in green, three in red, and five in yellow. 

      This first edition was printed on thin, hard, unwatermarked paper. The stamps came in sheets of 
25 (5X5), 2.5mm apart on all sides, and perforated 12½. 

 
Wide margins and large dragons. 

 
In 1882, the second set of Large Dragons was released. They were printed on thin or pelure paper with 
same colours and money. This time, the stamps were spaced 4.5mm apart and organized in sheets of 
15 (5X3) for the denomination of 3 Candarins, with the remaining values arranged in sheets of 25 
(5X5). 
 
A rare find: the value of one and three candarins with a portion of the papermaker's name watermark 
(MONCKTON KENT). The 1882 set is known as "Wide Margins, Large Dragons." 

 
Thick paper, large dragons with clean cut perforations. 

Stamp of the month 
 

https://philatelyinformation.blogspot.com/2022/10/the-large-dragons-of-china.html
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      In 1883, a series of Large Dragons was published, this time on thick, opaque paper, with stamps 
printed 3.25mm apart and grouped in sheets of 20 (4X5) with clean-cut perforation. The 1883 set is 
referred to as "Thick Paper Large Dragons with Clean Cut Perforations." 

 
Thick paper, large dragons with rough perforations. 

 
      The needles of perforation machines began to blunt about 1885 as a result of mechanical wear. As 
a result, the stamps began to appear with rough perforation, allowing them to be recognized from earlier 
issues. 

 
      The diverse range of cancels, hues, and varieties provides collectors with numerous opportunities 
to study and collect China's interesting first issue. 
 
      This article is written by Specialist Auction Describer Michele Martini. Copyrights Respected. 
 
Article Reference:  
 

https://www.stanleygibbons.com/collecting-stamps/dispatches/first-china-stamps 
 
 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 
 

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment 

 
For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue 

For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 
 

For details contact: 9387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

https://www.stanleygibbons.com/collecting-stamps/dispatches/first-china-stamps
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com


Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.101/July 2024 13 

 

 

 

 

By Swamynathan R, Mumbai 
 

Introduction 
 
      Following the Allied victory over the Central Powers in 1918, the RAF emerged as the largest air 
force in the world at the time. On 1 April 1918, becoming the second independent air force in the 
world after Finnish Air Force (established 6 March 1918), by merging the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) 
and the Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS). 
 
      In 1918, an overseas airmail was organised by the Royal Air Force and the British Army Post Office, 
who co-operated in an experimental Folkestone-Cologne service. At this time, the Royal Air Force also 
operated a mail and passenger service for delegates from London to the Paris Peace Conference. This 
service ended in August 1919. Cologne was a British occupation in those days. 
 

 
 
      The advent of civil air transport in Britain and Europe was a direct outcome of the First World War. 
After various discussions, negotiations and setting up policies, the civil air development in Europe 
started from 1924. Britain particularly wanted to get connected with its colonies by air and India was a 
prestige. 
 

Initial Days 
 
      Ross and Keith Smith carried the first airmail from England to Australia from 12  November to 10 
December 1919. 
 

                                

100 years of AIRMAIL from England to Australia (1919-2019) 

Evolution of Airmail between England and Australia 
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      In 1919 the Australian government offered a prize of £A10,000 for the first Australians in a British 
aircraft to fly from Great Britain to Australia. Of the six entries that started the race, the winners were 
pilot Ross Smith, his brother Keith Smith as co-pilot, and mechanics James Bennett and Wally Shiers, 
in a modified Vickers Vimy bomber. 
 
      The aircraft left Hounslow Heath at 8.30 am on 12 November 1919. It flew via Lyon, Rome, Cairo, 
Damascus, Ramadi, Basra(no landing at Bagdad), Karachi, Delhi, Calcutta, Akyab, Rangoon 
racecourse, Singora (Songkhla) (in Siam unscheduled in heavy rain), Singapore, Batavia and 
Surabaya where the aircraft was bogged and had to make use of a temporary airstrip made from 
bamboo mats, reaching Darwin at 4.10pm on 10 December 1919. The flight distance was estimated 
as 17,911 kilometres (11,123 mi) and total flying time was 135 hours 55 minutes (131.8 km/h or 81.9 
mph). The prize money was shared between the Smith brothers and the two mechanics. 

 

Royal Air Force (1921-1926, Cairo - Baghdad) 
 
      In 1921, Winston Churchill, then secretary of state for the colonies, was outraged that letters from 
London to Baghdad were taking 28 days. Much too slow for running an empire. An airmail line would 
cut that to under nine, and serve as a critical link in a path extending from Europe to India and eventually 
Australia. The missing piece was Cairo to Baghdad, 860 miles—and 540 of that was flat hardpan 
desert. 
 
      The job of mastering the daunting stretch of desert fell to the Royal Air Force, which first had to find 
a way to guide its aircraft over an expanse of unmarked territory.  
 
      In 1921, A L Holt was involved with creating the track across the Syrian desert from Baghdad to 
the eastern edge of the basalt desert in Jordan, which was to act as a guide track for the pilots of the 
Cairo – Baghdad air route. 
 
      The route was 866 miles long and comprised two sections. The Western third (326 miles) was 
mostly over the well populated coastal plains between the Nile and the Dead Sea, where there were 
plenty of landmarks by which to steer. The Eastern section (540 miles) was over the Jordanian and 
Iraqi deserts, uninhabited except for nomadic tribes and with few landmarks. 26 visible track over this 
part of the route was laid across the ground by the wheels of an armoured car driven for this purpose, 
or by a plough pulled by a Fordson tractor, depending upon the nature of the terrain. 26 emergency 
landing grounds were made in the desert, several of which included spare tanks of fuel. 
 
      The route (Cairo-Baghdad) was opened on 23 June 1921 and the first mail was carried on 28 July 
1921. The aircraft used were RAF Vickers Vernons, twin-engined biplanes were capable of carrying 
up to seven passengers and mail, but, for longer endurance, usually carried a smaller load. Initially the 
price of mail was 1 shilling an ounce, but as the route became established this was reduced to 3d (old 
pence).  
 
      The time taken for a letter to travel from England to Iraq was reduced from 4 weeks to 9 days. 
  

Imperial Airways (1926-1939)  
1924(Formation) 
 
      In 1924, Imperial Airways was created as the government's "chosen instrument of air travel" by the 
amalgamation of The Instone Air Line Ltd., Handley Page Air Transport Ltd., The Daimler Airway and 
British Marine Air Navigation Co. Ltd. Imperial began services from London (Croydon) to European 
destinations as well as to India and all pioneering routes throughout the British empire. It also roped in 
Africa and the West Asia.  



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.101/July 2024 15 

 
 

Imperial Airways 
 

1926-1932(London to Calcutta) 
 
In 1926 Imperial Airways took over the route from the RAF. Using three-engine de Havilland Hercules 
aircraft of greater range than the Vernons, the route was extended first to Basra and then to India, as 
part of an air passenger service. 
 
• Regular services by Imperial Airways on the Cairo to Basra route began on 12 th January 1927 using DH.66 

aircraft, replacing the previous RAF mail flight. 
 

• Following 2 years of negotiations with the Persian authorities regarding overflight rights, a London to Karachi 
regular service started on 30th  March 1929, taking 7 days and consisting of a flight from London (Croydon)-
Paris-Basle-Genoa (by train), Genoa-Rome (Ostia)-Naples-Corfu-Athens-Suda Bay (Crete)-Tobruk-
Alexandria by short S.8 Calcutta (by flying boat), Alexandria to Cairo by train, Cairo-Gaza-Rutbah Wells-
Baghdad-Basra-Bushire-Lingeh-Jask-Gwadar-Karachi by air. 

 

• Negotiations with Italian and Greek were going on to replace the three months permit with a permanent 
agreement. On 31st October 1929, the air route was switched via Vienna, Budapest, Skopje, Salonika and 
Athens. After 18 months of negotiations the Genoa, Rome, Naples, Corfu route was allowed for a year and 
later a permanent air route was finalised between Brindisi and Milan which connected Basel and Athens. 
The imperial airways found that passengers to travel London-Paris by air and then Paris-Brindisi by night 
train and then to Trans Mediterranean travel was economical. The air route from Athens to Haifa instead of 
Cairo shortened the travel to India. This new Imperial air services was inaugurated on 17 th October 1931. 

 

• In April 1929, an Indian airways company called “Indian State Air Service” was established which was closely 
affiliated to Imperial Airways.  

 

• The route was extended as far as Delhi on 29th December 1929. The Imperial Airways flew from Karachi to 
Delhi on charter to the Indian State Air Service. The service was withdrew on 29 th December 1931 after the 
expiration of Karachi-Delhi charter. The Karachi-Delhi flight service was operated by Delhi Flying Club using 
the Puss Moth. 

 

• In 1932, Karachi-Bombay airmail service by Puss Moth was awarded to Tata Company who at that time had 
a strong steel business in India. The airmail service was extended from Bombay to Ceylon via Bellary and 
Madras. Another Tata airmail service from Bombay to Calcutta via Nagpur. 

 

• In 1931, Indian Government decided to allow the flight service across India under its terms and an 
India government company called Indian Trans-Continental Airways (ITCA) was established in 
1933. The fate India State Airways Service (ISAS) seems to be have ended after establishment of 
ITCA.  

 

Change of Route in 1932 
 
      For the passenger flight leaving London on 1 October 1932, the Eastern route was switched from 
the Persian to the Arabian side of the Persian Gulf, and Handley Page HP 42 airliners were introduced 
on the Cairo to Karachi sector. The move saw the establishment of an airport and rest house, Mahatta 
Fort, in the Trucial State of Sharjah now part of the United Arab Emirates. 
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Private cover 

 

1931 – 1939 (London To Australia) 
 
      The year 1931, in which “Qantas” assisted in the experimental mail service between England and 
Australia (thus forging the first link with Imperial Airways), constituted an important milestone in the 
Company’s history. The Brisbane–Darwin stage of this flight was allocated to Qantas, and the linking 
of these two points by air completed one of the primary objectives of the concern as envisaged in the 
original plans of 1920. Two experimental flights were made by extending the lmperial Airways existing 
London-Karachi services to Australia, via Burma, Malaya and the Timor Sea. 
 

 
 

• On the first which left London on April 4th, 1931, the aircraft crashed at Kupang (Nederlands Indies, 
and that famous pioneer airman, the late Sir Charles Kingsford Smith immediately volunteered to 
retrieve the mail and convey it to Darwin. He successfully accomplished this in his plane, “Southern 
Cross,” and at the latter point he handed it over to Qantas for conveyance to Brisbane, where, in 
turn, it was taken over by Australian National Airways. In the reverse direction Qantas took over 
from A.N.A. and covered the Brisbane-Darwin stage from where Kingsford Smith again took over 
for the flight to Akyab, Burma.  
 

• The second experimental flight left London on April 25th, 1931 and was again conveyed by 
Kingsford Smith between Akyab and Darwin, where Qantas took it over as before for the stage to 
Brisbane. Qantas pilots engaged in these experiments were those two seasoned veterans of the 
Company–Hudson Fysh and R. B. Tapp. 
 

      On 29th May 1933 an England to Australia survey flight took off, operated by Imperial Airways liner 
Armstrong Whitworth Atalanta G-ABTL ‘ASTRAEA’. Major H G Brackley, Imperial Airways' Air 
Superintendent, was in charge of the flight. Astraea flew Croydon-Paris-Lyon-Rome-Brindisi-Athens-
Alexandria-Cairo where it followed the normal route to Karachi then onwards to Jodhpur-Delhi-
Calcutta-Akyab-Rangoon-Bangkok-Prachuab-Alor Setar-Singapore-Palembang-Batavia-Sourabaya-
Bima-Koepang-Bathurst Island-Darwin-Newcastle Waters-Camooweal-Cloncurry-Longreach-Roma-  
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Toowoomba reaching Eagle Farm, Brisbane on 23 June. Sydney was visited on 26 June, Canberra on 
28 June and Melbourne on 29 June. 
 
      Further developments are as under: 
 

• The first London to Calcutta service departed on 1st  July 1933  
 

• The first London to Rangoon service on 23rd  September 1933. 
  

• The first London to Singapore service on 9th  December 1933. 
 

• The first London to Brisbane service on 8th  December 1934, with Qantas responsible for the 
Singapore to Brisbane sector. (The 1934 start was for mail; passenger flights to Brisbane began 
the following April.) The first London to Hong Kong passengers departed London on 14 March 1936 
following the establishment of a branch from Penang to Hong Kong. 

 

Merger (1939) 
 
      In 1939, Imperial Airways merged with British Overseas Airways Corporation (BOAC) and in 1974 
BOAC and British European Airways (BEA) merged to form British Airways. 
 
Interesting articles to read 
 

• Stamp Digest July 1971 page 18-21 – “Fly-Flew-Flown!” 
 

• PJI, April, September 1970 – “Aviation and Philately” 
 

• Stamp Digest July 1970 page 2-24—“ Diary of the Indian Internal Airmails” 
 

• PJI November 1920, page 153-157, --- “The Aerial Post” 

 

Conclusion 
 
      Other air routes air routes also got were conquered like UK to African countries, Trans Atlantic and 
Trans Pacific etc. 
 

Appendix 1 
 
The De Havilland Aircraft Company DH66 Hercules 
 

      The De Havilland Aircraft Company DH66 Hercules was designed to meet the needs of Imperial 
Airways for their Cairo to Karachi route. They had a requirement to have sufficient power in reserve to 
maintain height, following any kind of engine failure. Aircraft also needed to be able to cope with the 
elevated terrain and high temperatures found on this challenging route.  
 

      The DH66 Hercules placed the De Havilland DH10, which had been designed as a bomber towards 
the end of World War 1 and thus featured little in the way of refinement.  Conversely, the DH66 Hercules 
led the way for future airline travel. 
 

      It was a large, two-bay biplane with a fuselage of steel tubular construction, powered by three 
Bristol Jupiter VI engines. The tail surfaces included three fins and rudders, a low-set tail plane and 
elevators, with a smaller fixed tail plane mounted level with the top of the fins. 
 

      The prototype (G-EBMW) was flown for the first time at Stag Lane on 30th September 1926. Initial 
testing however, had revealed poor lateral control and so ailerons were fitted to all four wings. 
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      Within 3 months, the air route to Karachi had been inaugurated with a flight by the second aircraft 
(G-EBMX) which after leaving Croydon on 27th December 1926, arrived in Karachi on 8th January 
1927. Imperial Airways ordered five aircraft, the last entering service in March 1927 and the type proved 
immensely reliable and successful in service. 
 
 
References 
 
https://www.baesystems.com/en/heritage/de-havilland-dh66-hercules 
http://www.nzstamps.org.uk/air/external/eastern/kar.html 
http://www.nzstamps.org.uk/air/external/eastern/easternroute.html 
(the above link has maps) 
http://www.nzstamps.org.uk/air/external/eastern/easternroute.html 
https://www.centennialofflight.net/essay/Commercial_Aviation/britain/Tran18.htm 
http://jnpassieux.fr/www/html/Lignes_Imperial_Airways.php 
(maps included) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Airlines-in-3-way-battle-to-rule-US-West-Coast 
https://worldairlinenews.com/2018/03/23/swoop-announces-increased-frequency-with-addition-of-
fourth-aircraft-will-start-on-august-16/ 
http://www.philatelicdatabase.com/postal-history/an-air-mail-pioneer-the-story-of-qantas-empire-
airways/ 
(Qantas history) 
https://www.postalmuseum.org/collections/airmail/ 
 

 
Appendix Map(1) 

 
 
Appendix Map(2) 

 

https://www.baesystems.com/en/heritage/de-havilland-dh66-hercules
http://www.nzstamps.org.uk/air/external/eastern/kar.html
http://www.nzstamps.org.uk/air/external/eastern/easternroute.html
http://www.nzstamps.org.uk/air/external/eastern/easternroute.html
https://www.centennialofflight.net/essay/Commercial_Aviation/britain/Tran18.htm
http://jnpassieux.fr/www/html/Lignes_Imperial_Airways.php
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Airlines-in-3-way-battle-to-rule-US-West-Coast
https://worldairlinenews.com/2018/03/23/swoop-announces-increased-frequency-with-addition-of-fourth-aircraft-will-start-on-august-16/
https://worldairlinenews.com/2018/03/23/swoop-announces-increased-frequency-with-addition-of-fourth-aircraft-will-start-on-august-16/
http://www.philatelicdatabase.com/postal-history/an-air-mail-pioneer-the-story-of-qantas-empire-airways/
http://www.philatelicdatabase.com/postal-history/an-air-mail-pioneer-the-story-of-qantas-empire-airways/
https://www.postalmuseum.org/collections/airmail/
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Appendix Map(3) 

 
 
 

Appendix-Map(4) 

 
 

Appendix- First Flight Covers 

 

             

           London to Karachi                          London-Calcutta                         London to Rangoon 
 

                                      

                               London to Singapore                        London to Australia(Brisbane) 
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APA SOUVENIR 

 

      In connection with the celebrations of the 100th issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin, we are 

planning to issue a printed souvenir with selected articles from our past issues.  The souvenir will 

publish during our exhibition in August 2024.  About 1000 copies will be printed and distributed all over 

India.   

 
      In order to meet the cost incurred in designing and printing the book, it requires a lot of money.  We 
have no other way to the expenses without seeking advertisements from public.  The rates in rupees 
fixed for the advertisement are given below: 
 

Back Cover 10,000.00  Inside Full Page 5,000.00 

Front/ Back Inner cover   8,000.00  Inside Half Page 3,000.00 

 
      In this connection we humbly request you to give an advertisement for our souvenir.  The rate can 
be paid in Cash, Cheque or Account Transfer.  The bank account particulars are given below: 
 
Account Name:  Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 
Bank: State Bank of India.            Account No: 32270854728  
Branch: Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram.              IFSC No:   SBIN0003826 

 
 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF YOGA 
 
      A Special Cancellation was released by Kerala Postal Circle on 21st June, 2024.  The cancellation 
was unveiled by Shri. Ajeet R, Senior Postmaster, Thiruvananthapuram GPO.  Our members were 
invited and the first cancellation was received by our Treasurer Shri. Jacob Philip and Shri. Mohan 
Kumar S. Executive Member. 
 

 

Association News 
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APA MEMBERS IN SAVPEX-2024 
 
      South Africa’s Ninth Virtual Philatelic Exhibition (SAVPEX) 2024 concluded recently.  Our following 
members participated in the exhibition and their results are given below: 
 

Sl. 
No 

Members Name Title of the Exhibit Exhibit Class Marks 

1 Piyush Khaitan The birth of airmail - The first aerial post at Allahabad Aerophilately 91 

2 Gauresh Mehra Poetic Beauty of Bombay’s Postcards Picture Postcard 77 

3 Sushil Mehra Bombay’s Red Double Decker But Picture Postcard 69 

4 Capt. Vijay Wadhwa Above and Beyond Thematic 75 

5 Piyush Khaitan The 1924 Mount Everest expedition Traditional 87 

6 Jaagruthi Nithin Adka Olympics - Bird’s eye view Youth 75 

7 Shruthikaa Balaji Geographical indication tagged handlooms of South India Youth 60 

 
      Congratulations dear members. 
 
 

 

NOTICE 
 

Dear Member, 

 

         The 12th Annual General Body Meeting (AGM) of the Ananthapuri Philatelic Association will 

be held on Sunday 7th July 2024  at 12.00 noon in Hotel Town Tower (Opp. YMCA), Press Road, 

Statue, Thiruvananthapuram.  Kindly attend the meeting in time. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Silent Prayer 

2. Condolences 

3. Welcome Speech 

4. Presidential Address  

5. Presentation of minutes of last Annual General Body Meeting 

6. Presentation of Annual Report for the year 2023-24 by the Secretary 

7. Presentation of Accounts for the year 2023-24 by the Treasurer 

8. General discussion on the Report and Accounts 

9. Election of Office Bearers for the period 2024-26 

10. Appointment of Auditor for 2024-26 

11. Any other matter with the permission of the Chair 

12. Vote of Thanks  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Thiruvananthapuram                                                                           P. Mohanachandran Nair 

         03-06-2024                                                                                                 Secretary 

 
 

➢ The Lunch and evening tea will be hosted by the Association. 

➢ There will be no monthly meeting on the same day in Poorna Hotel. 
➢ The members who will physically attend the AGM will get a valuable gift from the Association.  

➢ After the AGM there will be a Power Point Presentation on Philately continued with  Spot Auction.                                                                                                  
➢ Annual Members, who have not renewed their memberships till now, are requested to remit it in the 

General Body Meeting.  Annual members whose membership is due for more than two years will be 
removed from the Association after the General Body. 
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By K Sridhar, Mangalore 
 

Architecture 
 

      Lighthouse architecture is a specialized field focused on designing structures to endure harsh 
maritime conditions.  These buildings need to withstand high tides, strong winds, saltwater corrosion, 
and extreme weather. 

 

 
 

The picture postcard features “Felgueiras Rio Douro North Breakwater Lighthouse”  

in Portugal. 

 

 
 

The picture postcard features “Le Four Porspoder Lighthouse” in France. 

 
(To be continued) 

Lighthouse Corner 
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ARMENIA  
 

Underwater Fauna & Flora 
 

 
 

Issued on 12.06.2024 

 
HUNGARY  

 

Underwater Fauna & Flora 
 

 
 

Issued on 20.06.2024 
 
 
 

 
 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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HUNGARY 
 

Hungarian Hunting Dog Breeds 
 

 
 

Issued on 20.06.2024 
 

GIBRALTAR 
 

Gibraltar Tourist Attractions 
 

 
 

Issued on 25.06.2024 
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GIBRALTAR 
 

Red Arrows 60th Anniversary (Stamps & Miniature Sheet) 

 

  
 

Issued on 25.06.2024 

 
 

GREAT BRITAIN 
 

Red Arrows (Stamps & Miniature Sheet) 

 

  
 

Issued on 20.06.2024 

 
 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
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VARANASI : 07 March 2024 

Shri Kashi. Vishwanath Temple 
 

TAMLUK H.O. : 15 April 2024 
Tamralipta Muncipality 150th Foundation Day 

 

  
SOVAYATAN S.O. : 23 April 2024 

Krish Garden Jhargram “A Paradise for Nature Lovers” 
 

MUMBAI : 29 May 2024 
35 Years of Jawharlal Nehru Port Authority 

  
MUMBAI : 31 May 2024 

Sab Me Ram Shashwat Shri Ram 
 

MALVAN : 09 June 2024 
Sindhudurg Fort 

  
MUMBAI : 14 June 2024 
Film Heritage Foundation 

 

MUMBAI : 21 June 2024 
India-Africa Postal Leaders Meet 

 

  
CHENNAI : 21 June 2024 

International Yoga Day & World Music Day 
JAUNPUR : 26 June 2024 

Jaunpur Imarti 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 

 
 

New Special Covers 
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World Environment Day 
05.06.2024 

 

World Ocean Day 
08.06.2024 

  

 

     
 

        Thiruvananthapuram Thrissur         Bengaluru Bengaluru 

 
Blood Donation 

20 Years of Celebrations 
14.06.2024 

 

Global Wind Day 
15.06.2024 

    
Panaji     Bengaluru Mysuru           Panaji 

 
International Day of Yoga 

21.06.2024 
 

Anveshana Seva Trust 
20.05.2024 

 

        
           Bhubaneswar 

 

Thiruvananthapuram             Patna Mysuru 

 
World Environment Day 

05.06.2024 
National Asteroid Day 

30.06.2024 
 

  
Thiruchirappalli Nagpur 

 

 

New Special Cancellations 
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JAKARTA 2024 

 

      Asian International Stamp Exhibition JAKARTA-2024 will be held at the Pos Bloc 
Jakarta from 3 to 7 July 2024.  The exhibition is organised by the Indonesian Philatelic 
Exhibitors Association under the patronage of FIAP.  About 1200 frames will be 
displayed.  More details can be available at:  https://jakarta2024fiap.com/irex/  
 

Shri. Parvesh Kumar Gupta is the National Commissioner  
(WhatsApp +919810628387) (Email: maachis001@gmail.com) 
Shri. Anil Reddy is the Apprentice National Commissioner. 

                     (WhatsApp +919841022884 (Email: anilreddy.stamps@gmail.com) 
 

CHINA 2024 

      40th Asian International Stamp Exhibition will be held at the Shanghai Exhibition Centre from 29 th 
November to 3rd December 2024.  The event holds particular significance as it commemorates both 
the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China and the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately.  The exhibition is under FIAP Patronage and FIP 
recognition and is expected a display of around 1600 frames. 

Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkaar is the National Commissioner 
(Mobile: 9766310553 Email: pratisadn@gmail.com) 
Mr. Rajesh Paharia is the Assistant Commissioner 
(Mobile:9351716969 Email: shreetotal@gmail.com) 
 

MELBOURNE 2025 

 
      The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne, Australia 
will be held in 2025. 
 

      For more details:  https://melbourne2025.com.au/ 
 
 

Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp +919351716969) 
Email: shreetotal@gmail.com  

 
EUROPHILEX-2025 
 

      The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held 
at Birmingham.  The extended dates of European Philatelic Exhibition will be on 
8th to 11th May 2025.  This is the first time ever, Britain has decided to move its 
international exhibition out of London.  Birmingham is the country’s second city, 
which is located in the centre of England, surrounded by a massive population 
and several other large cities. 

        
      For more details:  https://europhilex2025.co.uk/ 
 

 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

https://jakarta2024fiap.com/irex/
mailto:pratisadn@gmail.com
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://melbourne2025.com.au/
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
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BOSTON-2026 
 

 

      The FIP Patronaged 12th International Philatelic Exhibition of the United States 
gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition Center 
(BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026. 
 

      For more details: https://boston2026.org/ 
 
 
 
 

 

APEX-2024 
 
      The fourth philatelic exhibition of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association titled APEX-2024 will be held 
at Vivekananda Hall, Near AKG Centre, Palayam, Thiruvananthapuram from 16th to 18th August 2024.  
Nearly 100 frames will be arranged to display the exhibits of our members. 20 dealers’ stalls are 
arranged at the venue.   
 
      For more details contact Secretary: Mobile:9387801948 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
 

www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org  
www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
www.indiamintstamp.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

 
Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVII. No.198 (June. 2024) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June & 
July. 2022) 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.175, 176, 177 (July 2023 - January 2024) 
Filacap – online. No.256  (June 2024) 
The Fila Capsule No.5 (March-April 2024) 
 
 

 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

https://boston2026.org/
http://www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org/
http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 
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