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Dear Friends, 
 
      We regret to inform our valued readers that the latest issue of our digital magazine 
has been delayed. The busy work in connection with our exhibition APEX-2024, have 
prevented us from publishing on schedule. 
 
      We understand the importance of timely delivery and the disappointment this may 
cause. Thank you for your patience and understanding. We appreciate your loyalty and 
continued support. 
 
      We are excited to announce the upcoming release of our centenary issue 
commemorative souvenir “Anantha Nadam” during APEX-2024.  We know that some of 
our readers still like to read the printed version of this bulletin.  We are delighted to 
present this souvenir, featuring a curated selection of our most cherished articles 
published in our bulletin from its beginning to 100th issue along with photographs of our 
activities in colour.  We are sure that you will enjoy it.  For more details please see page 
number 6 of this bulletin. 
 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 

 

 

Editorial 
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Dear Editor. 
 
      Thank you again for a lovely Bulletin, with some useful information. I am impressed by what you 
are achieving, conducting workshops for school classes, like the one in Simla. I congratulate the 
organizers with a fantastic arrangement. This will not be possible in Norway, unfortunately. I salute Dr. 
Ramesh Kumar for his engagement with his Solo exhibitions, this is the way our hobby will survive in 
the future, go out and show what philately really are. I am looking forward to the next Bulletin. 
 

Ole-Fredrik Olsen, 
Norway. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Siddharoodha Swami 
 

 

100th Anniversary of Mukesh 

 

 

 

 

 

Issued on 06.07.2024 
 

Issued on 24.07.2024 

  
 

Miniature Sheet 
 

Wazir Mohd Hakla Poonchi 
 
 

 
Kargil Vijay Diwas Silver Jubilee 

         
 

Issued on 24.07.2024 
 

Issued on 24.07.2024 
 
 

Readers’ Column 

 
 

New Indian Issues 
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Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 

Thiruvananthapuram 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com  

Mobile: 9387801948 

 

 

 

 

Our Souvenir  

“Anantha Nadam”  

is set to be released  

on 16 August 2024  

at the inaugural  

function of  

APEX-2024. 

Whether you are a budding or seasoned collector, this book is an invaluable 
resource for anyone passionate about philately 

This centenary 
commemorative 

edition features a 
collection of selected 

articles from  
the renowned 

philatelists, stories 
and memories that 

have been cherished 
by our readers  
over the years. 

Editor: P. Mohanachandran Nair 
Size: D¼ (28 x 22)  

Pages: 140 in colour 
 

Price: Rs.400. + Shipping charges 

Discount (Booking up to 25.08.2024): 
10% to Public.   15% to Members. 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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PHILATELIC WORKSHOPS BY AJIT KUMAR RAUT 
 
      Shri. Ajit Kumar Raut continues in promoting philately by conducting  a various Philatelic Workshop 
& Quiz Competition organised by the Department of Posts, Bhubaneswar Division at PM Shri KV 6, 
Bhubaneswar & Nayagarh  Division at OAV,  Nayagarh, Odisha.  Class VIIII, VIII & IX students 
participated in the event.  Mr. Raut as the resource person explained in detail regarding philately as 
hobby, history, its present day context & future aspects, tools, sources of materials, role of Philatelic 
clubs/Associations & exhibitions. Prizes were distributed to winners of the quiz competition. 
 

      
 

 
 

 
SOLO PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS 
 
      In connection with the silver jubilee of Kargil Diwas, a single frame philatelic exhibition of stamps, 
FDCs and Army Post Office covers of the various regiments conducted by Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar on 
26th July 2024.  Commander GPS Bajwa (Retd) who was the Chief Guest of the releasing function of 
Special Cancellation on Kargil Diwas, and Shri.R P Patil, DPS, Goa Postal Division visited the 
exhibition.  Also conducted a spot quiz on the kargil theme. 
 

News in Brief 
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      Dr. Ramesh Kumar, also arranged a 4 frame thematic exhibition on the topic “Olympics - A Philatelic 
Journey” at Philatelic Bureau, Panaji.  He conducted an excellent interactive session with the 
participants and also had a spot quiz on the Olympics and gave away a lot of philatelic prizes. 
 

        
 
 
OLYMPIC GAMES EXHIBITION 
 
      Shri. Jagannath Mani, well known philatelist from Bangalore, conducted a solo philatelic exhibition 
on the theme Olympic Games at the Sandesh Museum in Bangalore.  The exhibition was unveiled by 
Shri. S. Rajendra Kumar, Chief Postmaster General of Karnataka and para Olympian Mr. Vaktesh. 
 

            
 

 
POSTCROSSING MEET UPS 
 
      27th July 10:30am marks the day where Karishma Jaura hosted two postcrossing meet ups in a 
single day and it turned out successful amidst the beautiful architecture of Sandesh Museum and 
amazing postcrossers of Bengaluru .  
 
      Around 25 people including one kid joined who was the youngest postcrosser . They started their 
day with a tour of Sandesha Museum with the help of museum personnel Priya who helped everyone 
understand the exhibits in the museum. After that postcrossers followed their postcrossing tradition 
and signed the cards with their signatures or personalised beautiful seals .  All the participants shared 
their experiences with this beautiful hobby with everyone and learned new things everytime . They 
together shared the joy of this lovely hobby and encouraged people to join it more as it is very 
educational and informative.  
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Postcrossers at Sandesh Museum 
 
INDIAN PARTICIPANTS AT JAKARTA 2024 
 
      Asian International Stamp Exhibition JAKARTA-2024 held at the Pos Bloc Jakarta from 3 to 7 July 
2024.  The exhibition was organised by the Indonesian Philatelic Exhibitors Association under the 
patronage of FIAP.  About 1200 frames displayed.  The following is the list of participants from India 
and the awards they got.  Congratulations to all. 
 

 



                                                                 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.102/August 2024 10 

 

 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.102/August 2024 11 

 
 

By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
 

Germany - One Kreuzer Black 
 

 
 

      The One kreuzer black, also known as the Schwarzer Einser, was the first postage stamp printed 
in the Kingdom of Bavaria and elsewhere in modern Germany. It was published on November 1, 1849. 
The University of Munich's printing shop created 832,500 copies on handmade paper.   

      The stamps were discontinued from sale in October 1851, however they remained valid for postage 
until August 31, 1864. 

      Johann Peter Haseney designed the stamp, which was etched by F.J. Seitz and printed by J.G. 
Weiss. According to Joseph de Heselle, the letters 'PH', 'S', and 'W' are disguised in the floral pattern 
of the numeral as a security precaution against forgery. The stamp is black and features a huge numeric 
denomination in the center. Later engraving was switched from wood to plaster, resulting in size 
distortions in the prints. Color dots and damaged angles were among the stamp variations that evolved 
as a result of engraving press and engraving damage.   

      Subsequent Bavaria stamps used the same general layout, with the numeral framed in a complete 
or half circle. 

      This stamp is valuable, but not very rare. According to the 2002 Scott catalogue, an unused copy 
is worth US$600 while a used one is worth $1,600. 

Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_kreuzer_black 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.  Please send the matter in A4 size 

Word format.  Send the clear images in separate files. 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

Stamp of the month 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_kreuzer_black
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By Er. N. J. Wesley, M.E., Philatelist 
 

Magic squares have long fascinated soothsayers, mystics, architects, artists, mathematicians…and 

now, stamp collectors. Macau, the former Portuguese colony, now a part of China, has issued a set 

of magic square stamps in 2014 & 2015 that, it claims, the stamps are not only promote Chinese 

culture but also create a “unique product in the history of philately”. 

 
Macau and its Postal Administration: 

      Macau or Macao is a special administrative region of the People's Republic of China located on 
the south coast of China in the Pearl River Delta. Formerly a Portuguese colony, the territory was first 
leased to Portugal by the Ming dynasty as a trading post in 1557 and remained under Portuguese rule 
until the 1999 handover to China.  

      Macao Post (known as CTT) was established on 1st March 1884 is an entity under the Government 
of Macao currently responsible for postal services and telecommunications regulations of Macau, 
China. The acronym CTT comes from the former name of the Portuguese postal administration 
(Portuguese: Correios, Telégrafos e Telefones). 

 

What is Magic Square? 

      A magic square is an n x n square grid filled with distinct positive integers in such a way that the 
sum of the numbers in each row, each column and both main diagonals are the same, known as the 
“magic constant/sum”. An example of 3x3 magic square is given below which gives a magic constant 
of 15. 

 
      Magic squares are more of a recreational mathematical concept and do not have as many practical 
applications. They are appreciated for their aesthetic and mathematical properties.  
 

Historical background: 

      Magic squares have been studied for a fairly long time. Mathematicians and philosophers were 
aware of them since about 650 BC. In ancient India, magic squares were said to have magic abilities 
including the power to find missing people, ensure safe travels, cure illness and even predict the future. 
In India, a most-perfect magic square can be found on the Parshvanath Jain temple wall in Khajuraho 
and also in the Sriramachakra, an instrument of Astrology, given in the Panchangam published by 
Sringeri Sharada Peetam. 
 
      In Chinese myth, Divine Emperor Fu Xi and Sage King Yu, were respectively, witnesses of the 
visits of two mythical creatures: a “Dragon-Horse” and a “Turtle” showing different Dot Patterns on their 
backs.  Divine Emperor Fu Xi saw a “Dragon-Horse” creature emerging from Yellow River with a 
Diagram on its back, composed of 55 Dots, in five sets. Before submerging again, it left its foot print 
with 8 Patterns composed of Line Segments. The Diagram became known as “He Tu” or River Map 
and the foot print “Ba Gua” or Eight Trigrams. The Eight Trigrams were later rearranged by King Wen, 
founder of Zhou Dynasty, which gave origin to the Yi Jing 64 Hexagrams. 
 
      Sage King Yu witnessed a “Turtle” emerging from the Luo River, a tributary of Yellow River, with a 
Quadrangular Diagram on its shell made of 9 small quadrangular contours with a series of dots inside 

Macau’s Magic Square Stamps 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_language
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each one, representing numbers from 1 to 9 and each Row, Column and Main Diagonal of the Diagram 
contained 15 Dots. The Quadrangular Diagram is known as Luo Shu or Luo River Scroll. 
 
      The He Tu (River Map) and Luo Shu (Luo River Scroll) are fundamental fabrics in the development 
of traditional Chinese culture extending its influence to religion, sociology, politics, philosophy, 
mathematics, medicine, civil engineering, etc. 
 
Magic squares in Philately: 

      Macau Post (CTT) has issued two sets of postal stamps in 2014 & 2015 on Magic square as part 
of the thematic series in Science and Technology. It is the only Postal administration in the world which 
issued stamps on Magic squares. 

 

Science and Technology series – Magic Squares-I (2014) 

 

1. Souvenir Sheet: Luo Shu Turtle  

 
Issued on: 2014-10-09 

Size: 138 x 90 mm  
Face value: 12 P - Macanese Pataca 

Perforation: 13¼ x 13 

Colours: Multicolour 
Designers: Carlos Gonçalves 
Printers: Cartor Security Printing 
Printing: Offset lithography 

      Lau Shu Turtle with a Quadrangular Diagram on its shell made of 9 small quadrangular contours 
with a series of dots inside each one, representing numbers from 1 to 9 and each Row, Column and 
Main Diagonal of the Diagram contained 15 Dots.  

      The Lao Shu Magic square is shown on the left margin and its Magic constant is 15. “He Tu” or 
River map with 55 dots is shown on the right margin of the sheet. 
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Sheetlet: Luo Shu Magic Square  
(Also issued in FDC & individual stamp format) 
 
      The Sheetlet presents a disposition for facial values 1 to 9 “patacas” equal to the disposition that 
the numbers 1 to 9 occupy in the Luo Shu Magic Square. In 2014 issue, only 6 stamps corresponding 
to the first two Rows were issued, with the third Row has been left empty.  
 
      In 2015 issue, balance 3 stamps were issued as a separate sheet. 
 

 

 
Stamp - 1: Dürer – Melencolia I, Face Value: 4 Pataca 
 
Albrecht Dürer from Nuremberg, Germany was a painter, engraver, printmaker, mathematician and 
academic and is considered as the greatest Renaissance artist of Northern Europe. Melencolia I (1514 
AD) is the one among his famous works.  
 
A Magic Square with extraordinary mathematical properties can be seen in the upper right corner of 
the engrave, under the bell. The Magic constant of this square is 34 and the two middle cells of the 
bottom row show the year of the engraving,1514. 
 

Issued on: 2014-10-09 
Perforation: 13¼ x 13 
Face value: 30 P – Macanese Pataca 
Colours: Multicolour 
Designers: Carlos Gonçalves 
Printers: Cartor Security Printing 
Printing: Offset lithography 

Other features to be noted: 

The use of two different colours 
“black” for the odd and “red” for even 
facial values, when normally only one 
colour is indifferently used; 
 
 
In the side margins, 12 Dudeney 
Patterns are shown. 
 
There are 880 basic magic squares 
of order-4. The complete set was 
published in 1693, which were 
classified into 12 groups by H. E. 
Dudeney (1910), an English 
Mathematician.  
 
Classification diagrams are known as 
Dudeney Patterns. 

https://colnect.com/en/stamps/countries/year/2014
https://colnect.com/en/stamps/countries/color/1-Multicolor
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Stamp - 2: La Loubère or Siamese Construction Method, Face Value: 9 Pataca 
 
La Loubère methodology was created by Simon de la Loubère (1693AD), a French mathematician who 
learned it when he was the ambassador to Siam, that is the reason it is also known by Siamese. It is 
one of the most popular methods to create Magic Squares of Odd order. The main characteristic of this 
method consists in filling the Cells of the Diagonals in numeric sequential order and moving upward 
and to the right. 
 
Stamp - 3: Sator – Palindrome, Face Value: 2 Pataca 
 
The Sator Square or Rotas Square is a Magic Words Square that is composed of a Latin Palindrome 
with the five words – SATOR, AREPO, TENET, OPERA and ROTAS – that can be read forwards, 
backwards, upwards and downwards. The oldest inscription of this Palindrome was found in the ruins 
of Pompeii, which was destroyed in 79 AD by the eruption of Mt.Vesuvius. 
 
Stamp - 4: Franklin – Bent Diagonals, Face Value: 3 Pataca 
 
Benjamin Franklin was one of the most influential persons of the United States. He was a polymath, 
author, politician, scientist, inventor, musician, social activist, postmaster general, statesman and 
diplomat. In addition to the numerous achievements, Benjamin Franklin also left his name associated 
to the “Magic Squares”. 
 
His version shows the same sum for the rows and columns but not for the Main Diagonals, i.e., it is 
only a Semi Magic Square. However, it possesses other magic properties as those associated with 
Bent Diagonals either continuous or Wrap-Around with sum 260.  
 
In the stamp, several Bent-Up-Rows Diagonals can be seen in different colours, including Bent Wrap-
Around Diagonals. 
 
Stamp - 5: Su Hui – Xuan Ji Tu – Palindrome, Face Value: 5 Pataca 
 
Su Hui (351 A.D) was a Chinese poetess who lived in Former Qin of the Sixteen Kingdoms period. She 
married Dou Tao, a government official who was sent later to defend the northern borders.  
 
Far away from her husband, she found out that he had taken a concubine. To console her unhappiness 
and try to bring him back she composed a palindrome poem, Xuan Ji Tu, an array of 29 rows x 29 
columns, with 841 characters, that can be read at least in 2,848 different ways, namely, forward, 
backward, horizontally, vertically and diagonally. After reading the poem, Dou Tao left his concubine 
and return to Su Hui. 
 
This stamp is a square only with 15 rows x 15 columns extracted from the central part of the rows and 
columns that constitutes the full poem Xuan Ji Tu.  
 
Stamp - 6: Lee Sallows – Panmagic 3x3, Face Value: 7 Pataca 
 

A Geometric magic square, often abbreviated to Geomagic square, is a generalization of magic 
squares invented by Lee Sallows in 2001. A Geomagic square is a square array of geometrical shapes 
in which those appearing in each row, column, or diagonal can be fitted together to create an identical 
shape called the target shape. 
 
The stamp shows a 3x3 geomagic square in the middle, and around the outside are how the constituent 
parts fit into the master shape, which is a 4x4 square with one unit taken out. It is a Pandiagonal or 
Nasik 2-D Magic Square of order 3, or one in which, in addition to rows and columns, all six Diagonals 
are Magic, including the 4 so-called Broken Diagonals. 
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Science and Technology series – Magic Squares-II (2015) 

1. Souvenir Sheet: Method of Knight’s Tour 
 

 
 

Issued on: 2015-11-12 
Size: 138 x 90 mm  

Face value: 12 P - Macanese Pataca 

Perforation: 13¼ x 13 

Colours: Multicolour 
Designers: Carlos Gonçalves 
Printers: Cartor Security Printing 
Printing: Offset lithography 

 
      There are several methodologies to construct Magic Squares depending on the Class and Order 
like La Loubère or Siamese, Bachet de Méziriac, Philippe de la Hire, John Lee Fults, Ralph Strachey, 
Knight’s Tour, etc. 
 
      In the above Souvenir Sheet, the Method of Knight’s Tour is used to construct a Magic Square of 
Order 16 with a Closed or Re-entrant Tour. As shown in the Souvenir Sheet, the allocation of the 
numbers 1 to 256 in the Cells is sequential and complies with the Knight Jump rule of Chess game. 
The Magic Sum is 2056. 

 
 

Sheetlet: Luo Shu Magic Square  
 
(Also issued in FDC & individual stamps) 
 
      In this issue, the last three stamps with the face values of 8, 1 and 6 patacas, corresponding to the 
Inferior Row of Lao Shu square are issued. They form the full pattern with 6 stamps which were issued 
in 2014. 
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Stamp - 1: Inder Taneja – IXOHOXI 88, Face value: 8 Pataca 
 
Magic square featured on this stamp was created by Prof. Inder J. Taneja, Professor of Mathematics, 
University of Santa Catarina, Brazil. This square, called IXOHOXI magic square or Universal 88 Magic 
square, not only shows common properties like other magic squares, as well as being Pandiagonal, 
but also include extra properties such as symmetries, rotations and reflections. 
 
The word IXOHOXI is itself a Palindrome and Symmetric (Reflection), in relation to its middle letter “H”. 
As the 10 digits (0 to 9) use the number style of a 7 Segments digital display, in which only 5 digits (0, 
1, 2, 5 and 8) remain the same after a 180 degrees rotation. It should be noted that the 4 digits (0, 1, 2 
and 5) used to construct the Magic Square of order 4, are precisely the same digits that constituted the 
year 2015, year of issue of this stamp. 
 
This IXOHOXI Universal 88 Magic Square, has the following properties: 
 
The Magic Square still remains a Magic Square, (i) after a Rotation of 180 Degrees; (ii) after changing 
the order of the digits in the cell numbers, i.e. 82 to 28; (iii) if it is seen in a mirror or reflected in water 
or seen from the back of the sheet; 
 
The Magic sum S of this Magic Square of order 4 is equal to 88, number that also enjoys Symmetrical 
properties. 

Other features to be noted: 

The use of two different colours 
“black” for the odd and “red” for even 
facial values, when normally only one 
colour is indifferently used; 
 
 
In the side margins, two Magic 
Squares Tiling Schemes are shown, 
proposed by David Harper which 
correspond to the binary and decimal 
numerical bases. 
 
  
 
 

Issued on: 2015-11-12 
Perforation: 13¼ x 13 
Face value: 15 P – Macanese Pataca 
Colours: Multicolour 
Designers: Carlos Gonçalves 
Printers: Cartor Security Printing 
Printing: Offset lithography 

https://colnect.com/en/stamps/countries/year/2014
https://colnect.com/en/stamps/countries/color/1-Multicolor
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Stamp - 2: McClintock / Ollerenshaw – Most Perfect, Face value: 1 Pataca 
 
A Most-Perfect Magic Square of Order 8 is reproduced in this stamp. A Most-Perfect Magic Square is 
a Pandiagonal Magic Square of Doubly Even order, containing the numbers 1 to n2 with additional two 
properties as given below: 
 

1. The cells of any square of order 2, (2×2 Cells) extracted from it, including Wrap-Around, sum up 
to the same constant value, 2(1+n2); 

2. Along the Main or Broken Diagonals, any two numbers separated by n/2 Cells, are a 
complementary pair, i.e. sum 1+n2. 

Stamp - 3: David Collison – Patchwork, Face value: 6 Pataca 
 
David M. Collison (1937-1991) an Englishman, is the creator of Patchwork Magic Squares and Cubes. 
A patchwork Magic Square is an Inlaid Magic Square – one Magic Square that contains another Magic 
Squares or Odd Magic shapes like Cross, L-shapes etc., within it. These shapes are Magic if the Sum 
in each direction is proportional to the number of cells. 
 
The Patchwork Magic Square of order 14 reproduced in this stamp contains: Four order 4 Magic 
Squares (4×4) in the quadrants; One Magic cross (6×6) in the centre; Four Magic Tees (6×4) on the 
centre sides; Four Magic elbows (4×4) in the corners. 
 
All the shapes sum to a Constant which is directly proportional to the number of cells in a row, column 
or diagonal: S2=197; S4=394; S6=591; S14=1379. 
 

Acknowledgement: 
 
The objective of this paper is to promote the Philately through images of stamps and related narration. The 
images of stamps featured in this paper are owned by me and part of my collection.  
 
I would like to express my sincere thanks to Macau Post (CTT) for providing access to the information used in 
this paper. Also, information provided in various websites on Magic Squares is thankfully acknowledged. 

 
 

 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 
 

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment 

 
For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue 

For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 
 

 

For details contact: 9387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com


Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.102/August 2024 19 

 

 

 

 

 

By Swamynathan R, Mumbai 
 

Introduction 
 
      This article is an example of a topic (Qantas airlines) brought within the scope of philately using 
related philately items. 
 

 
Qantas Centenary - 1920-2020 

 
Queensland and Northern Territory Aerial Services Ltd (QANTAS) 
 
      Australian Flying Corps veterans Paul McGinness and Hudson Fysh had recently completed the 
first overland air route survey of northern Australia by Model T Ford.  They envisaged an air service 
connecting Australia to the world by founding an organisation named “Queensland and Northern 
Territory Aerial Services Ltd (QANTAS)” registered as a business on 16 November 1920 with its 
headquarters at Winton moved to Longreach in 1921 and finally moving to Brisbane in 1930. The first 
flights were from Longreach to Cloncurry, 310 miles across Central Queensland, Australia. 

  
      The first Qantas air routes provided vital connections for the people of western Queensland who 
responded with enthusiasm by purchasing shares and travelling by air. 
 
Initial years – 1920-1930 
 

• The original Qantas fleet consisted of two war-type biplanes with a cruising speed of about 65 miles 
per hour, and these were piloted by McGinness and Hudson Fysh, with the assistance of W. A. 
Baird as engineer. With this small staff Qantas covered the whole of Western Queensland as air-
taxi men, and their experience was to prove a valuable factor as the Company began to expand 
their field of operations. 
 

• In 1922 the Australian Government called for tenders for an experimental weekly airmail service 
between Charleville and Cloncurry, a distance of 577 miles. Qantas obtained this contract and 
opened the service on November 2nd of that year. A certain, proportion of first-flight covers in both 
directions received a vignette inscribed “FIRST QUEENSLAND AERIAL MAIL.” This route was 
extended on Jan. 2nd via Duches and Mount Isa, to Camooweal, an addition of 248 miles, but the 
first mails were not carried on that section until Feb. 9th.  
 

• The next operation of the Company arose through a curious circumstance. The residents of the 
district of Normanton (on the Gulf of Carpentaria) received their provisions (particularly flour) by a 
small coastal vessel voyaging from Cairns, but owing to a shipping strike in June 1927 they were 
temporarily deprived of supplies. At the request of the authorities Qantas agreed to operate a 
service from Cloncurry to Normanton, conveying flour and a small amount of mail. This service was 
inaugurated on July lst, 1927 and the Company seized the opportunity of advertising their concern 
(and also the tourist attractions of Normanton) by applying to covers a special cachet reading 

QANTAS Airlines - Centenary 1920-2020 
 



                                                                 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.102/August 2024 20 

“FIRST FLIGHT–THE GULF AIR SERVICE-BY AIR MAIL-VISIT NORMANTON-FOR BIG GAME 
FISHING” 

 

• The following year (1928) witnessed the introduction of the “Flying Doctor” service throughout 
Queensland and North Australia, carried on by Qantas under the auspices of the Australian Inland 
Mission. Many unofficial covers exist as souvenirs of this work of mercy, with pilots’ signatures or 
other suitable endorsements. A temporary service was on Sept. 6th, 1928, between Camooweal 
and Burke as a result of the railway strike which dislocated surface communications, and mails 
were also flown on this occasion. 

 

• Another 444 miles were added to the Company’s routes on April 17th, 1929, when the mail service 
was extended from Charleville to Brisbane via Toowoomba, thus forming the first direct links with 
the coast. Small mails were carried on this inaugural flight, which was piloted by some covers. 
Qantas “came to town” in 1930 when their headquarters were removed to Brisbane, incidentally, 
completing the first decade of their existence. On Feb 19th its field of operations was further 
widened by extending its northern section from Camooweal to Daly Waters, mails being carried on 
the first flight in both directions. 
 

 
 

Qantas Empire Airways (QEA) 
 
      On Jan 18th, 1934 the Company was reorganised under its modern title of “Qantas Empire Airways” 
with a joint partnership of Qantas and Imperial Airways.  
 
      In May 1935 Qantas started flying passengers to Singapore in a De Havilland 86 with just 10 
passengers to connect with London-bound Imperial Airways. London to Brisbane service commenced 
on 13 April 1935. Imperial Airways and Qantas Empire Airways opened the 12,754-mile (20,526 km) 
London to Brisbane route for passengers for a single fare £195. There were no through bookings on 
the first service because of heavy sector bookings, but there were two through passengers on the next 
flight that left London on 20 April. The route opened for passengers from Brisbane to London on 17 
April 1935; flights were weekly and the journey time was 12½ days including the rail trip 
between Paris and Brindisi and 31 stopovers. 

 

 
Qantas D.H.86 VH-USC, later named 

R.M.A. (Royal Mail Aircraft) Canberra, at Darwin, c. 1934, 
 

https://alchetron.com/Singapore
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First flight from Brisbane to London (17th April 1935) 
 

• After an overnight in Cloncurry, the plane touched down in Camooweal near the Northern Territory 
border, then stopped at a series of towns and stations en route to Darwin, including Avon Downs, 
Newcastle Waters, Daly Waters and Katherine. 
 

• Passengers spent the night in Darwin and then left for South-east Asia, stopping at Rambang in 
Indonesia - where they stayed overnight in a humble jungle rest house - then flew via several stops 
to Singapore. 
 

• In Singapore, passengers connected with Imperial Airways, but boarded a planned operated by 
Indian Transcontinental Airways for Rangoon, Burma, now known as Yangon, the capital of Myanmar. 

 

• Just nine passengers could fit into the Armstrong Whitworth Atalanta aircraft which flew from 
Rangoon to make a night stopover in Jodhpur, India, and then on to Karachi in Pakistan. 

   

• In Karachi, passengers would change planes to the slightly larger Handley Page 42W Hannibal, which 
had greater range and carried 24 passengers. 

 

• The flight went via Sharjah in the Persian Gulf, where the plane landed in the desert and taxied in 
alongside the Imperial Airways Resthouse through an opening in barbed wire entanglements which 
at night time were closed in. 

 

• From there, they flew to Baghdad, Iraq and then on to Cairo. From Cairo to the neighbouring Egyptian 
city of Alexandria, the flight stopped on the island of Crete and over the Mediterranean to the Italian 
port city of Brindisi. 

 

• From there, passengers had to board a train for Paris, where they took their final flight over the 
Channel to London abord the relative luxury of a Handley Page 42W Heracles which carried 38 
passengers and had stewards serving meals.  

 

 
 
Flying Boat 
 
      In 1938, for a brief golden age, Qantas introduced its 'flying boats', a first class air service which left 
for London from Rose Bay in Sydney's Eastern Suburbs(Sydney to London). Primarily designed to carry 
first-class air mail, the flying boats carried 15 passengers, a crew of five, and 1400kg of mail and cargo.  
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                                              Empire Class Flying Boat 
 

      But the cabins were so spacious that they could be converted for sleeping accommodation at night 
and passengers could stroll around, chat and smoke.  Speeding along at 250km an hour, they reduced 
the trip to London to an unbelievable nine days, but their reign was curtailed and eventually stopped 
when they became targets of the Japanese air force during World War II. 
 
Reopening of Australia- London Air Service 
 
      In July 1943, as a result of the disruption of the old Imperial route via Singapore due to the emerging 
hostilities of World War II Q E.A. commenced operating with Catalinas, flying across the Indian Ocean 
between Perth and Ceylon. The first flight was made by Captains L. H. Crowther and R. B. Tapp on 
July 10th, 1943 by aircraft named “Atlair Star”. It’s being the longest non-stop regular air “hop” in the 
world (3,513 miles). This operation was based on Swan River at Crawley in Perth, Western Australia. 
From this location the Catalinas would fly to Koggala Lake in Ceylon with restricted payloads and strict 
radio silence.   
                   
      Direct airmail facilities by this route between Australia and Great Britain were opened in Sept. 1944, 
a special air letter being issued with red imprint, reading “RE-OPENING FLIGHT AUSTRALIA 
ENGLAND AIR MAIL. SERVICE BY QANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS AND B.O.A.C. INVOLVING 
WORLD’S LONGEST REGULAR AIR HOP ACROSS THE INDIAN OCEAN.”   
 

 

 

 

Qantas-Catalina Air mail letter sent from London to Australia 
 
Nationalisation 
 
      In 1947, QEA was nationalised by the Australian government led by Labor Prime Minister Ben 
Chifley. QANTAS Limited was then wound up. Qantas Empire Airways was renamed as “QANTAS” 
serving domestic network. 
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Post Qantas Nationalisation-QANTAS  
                                 
      After nationalisation, Qantas Empire Airways was renamed as “QANTAS” serving domestic 
network, in Queensland, was transferred to the nationally owned Trans-Australia Airlines.  
 
      Shortly after nationalisation, QEA began its first services outside the British Empire, to Tokyo. 
Services to Hong Kong began around the same time. In 1957, a head office, Qantas House, opened 
in Sydney. 
 

 
QANTAS flight service route map of 1955 

 
Kangaroo Route 
 
      Qantas introduced its 'Kangaroo Route' on 1st December 1947 with the aircraft Constellation and 
launched its first solely operated service from Sydney to London.    
 
      The route has been operated since 1934, but found its name in 1944 from the unique mode of 
travel of the kangaroo, as the route's "hops" were reminiscent of a kangaroo's hops both use to cover 
long distances. 
 
      The new service cut the nightmare journey of 1935 to a third of its duration, and provided cabin 
service and comfort. Qantas' first Kangaroo Route service departed Sydney and flew to Darwin and then 
Singapore where passengers stayed overnight, on to Calcutta in India, Karachi and Cairo overnight.  
 

           
 

The Constellation aircraft, which carried 29 passengers and 11 crew, flew on to Tripoli in Libya 
before arriving in London. 
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      The four night journey took more than 93 hours and included 55 hours in the air and was later 
described by Qantas as a history making 'momentous step in Australian aviation which literally brought 
Australia closer to the rest of world'. 
 
Jet Age 
 
In June 1959, Qantas entered the jet age when its first Boeing 707-138 was acquired.  

 

   
40 years of QANTAS 

 
On 1st August 1967, Quantas Empire Airways changed its name to Qantas Airways Ltd. 

 

 
50 years of QANTAS 

 
QANTAS Airways Ltd; 
 
      On 14 September 1992, Qantas merged with nationally owned domestic airline, Australian Airlines, 
renamed from Trans-Australia Airlines in 1986. Australian Airlines's aircraft started to be rebranded as 
Qantas Airways Ltd. in 1993. Qantas was gradually privatised between 1993 and 1997. Under 
legislation passed to allow the privatisation, Qantas must be at least 51% owned by Australian 
shareholders. 

The inaugural, historic  Qantas flight to United 
Kingdom by Constellation aircraft at Mascot 
Airport Sydney ready for take-off on 1 December 
1947, the beginning of the 'Kangaroo Route' 
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Empire Air Mails Scheme 
 
      The route between Australia to Singapore connected the Empire Air Mail Scheme conceived in 
1933 and operational on 28th June 1937 when the Qantas flying boat flew from Southampton to South 
Africa. The second stage connecting to India and Malaya from February 1938 and the third stage to 
Australia in July 1938. 
 

 
 
 
Qantas Centenary Celebrations 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
QANTAS Centenary coin 
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By K Sridhar, Mangalore 
 

Architecture 
 
      Civil engineering plays a vital role in lighthouse construction.  The pioneering construction of Roter 
Sand Lighthouse in the open North Sea between 1883 and 1885 is still considered an engineering 
marvel.   

 

 
The picture postcard features “Roter Sand Lighthouse”,  

a historic landmark of Germany. 

 

 
      Significant challenges were faced during its construction, such as establishing a stable foundation 
on sandy seabed, adopting innovative caisson techniques, and employing advanced methods of 
underwater concrete pouring, and hydraulic engineering.  The lighthouse’s durability and longevity, 
surviving over a century in harsh marine conditions, attest to its engineering excellence. 
 

To be continued 
 
 
 
 

 

Lighthouse Corner 
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By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai. 
 

BACKGROUND  
  
      The vast number of stamps issued to date, ensures that at least one stamp on any specific theme 
can be found in existence today. One just needs to google even a relatively obscure topic, and one is 
likely to find stamps issued on that topic.  This gives us great scope to combine stamps of many 
different countries to create a theme of interest to stamp collectors.  
 
      One such combination is tried out in this article by me. It combines the stamps of S.E. Asia, with 
those of Australia and other neighbouring countries that form Australasia, with the common theme 
being wild life of these 2 Continents, and why they differ, and how their endangered wildlife of various 
types, which are shown on World Wildlife Fund (W.W.F.) stamps, U.N. endangered Wildlife stamps, or 
even joint issues, can be combined to create an article of great interest to both stamp collectors and 
wildlife enthusiasts. Some of the latter, if they are not stamp collectors, may change their minds when 
they see how well wild life is depicted on postal stamps issued by various countries on the topic of their 
native animals, birds etc. and turn collectors! In this article the well-designed stamps with their 
power of visual communication plays a major role.  
 

WILD LIFE AND THE WALLACE LINE  
 

      
 

 

 
 

 

Caption: Out of the 10 great scientists honoured in the stamp set 

issued on 25th February 2010 by Great Britain, for the 350th 

Anniversary of the formation of the Royal Society, London, (which 

stamp set includes renown scientists like Sir Isaac Newton and 

Edward Jenner), one stamp honours   Alfred Russel Wallace, as 

shown here. As the caption on this stamp states, he is honoured for 

his contribution to the study of Evolution (of life on Earth). The 

Wallace line discussed in this article is named after him. 

 

Caption: The studies undertaken by Charles Darwin on the Evolution of 

Species, which is more popularly known than that of Wallace, started the 

process of examining the differences, and areas in common, shared in 

between various wild life and beyond, thereby leading to a better 

understanding of the nature of even human beings. This contribution has 

enshrined Darwin in The National Portrait Gallery, London for the 150th 

Anniversary of its founding for which a set of 10 stamps was issued on 18th 

July 2006. The above-mentioned portrait was selected and   stamp was 

issued, as one among the 10 stamps honouring British greats like Sir 

Winston Churchill, poet T. S. Eliot, painter Sir Joshua Reynolds, play-write 

William Shakespeare   etc. In addition, other stamps from Great Britain and 

many other countries, including India, have also honoured Darwin, making 

use of other portraits of him available with other institutions.   

 

The Unusual and Threatened Wild Life of 

Australia and New Zealand.  (Part I) 

 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.102/August 2024 29 

      The particular theme discussed in this article is based on the existence of an imaginary line running 
through the Indonesian archipelago called The Wallace Line, which is named after British naturalist, 
Alfred Russel Wallace, who had come up with the Theory of Natural Evolution, at almost the same time 
as the famous Charles Darwin. The name for this line was however given by English Biologist and 
Anthropologist, T.H. Huxley, who was a close supporter and proponent of Charles Darwin’s Theory of 
Evolution. This line passes in between Bali Islands in the West and Lambok in the East, both of which 
are divided by a narrow strait of water called Lambok Straits, and both these islands are within Republic 
of Indonesia. This line continues northwards in between Borneo and Sulawesi (earlier called Celebs 
island) within the country of Indonesia. Therefore islands like Java , Sumatra, Borneo ,all within 
Indonesia   and the nations of Singapore,Malaysia, Thailand Cambodia, Vietnam   are on the West of 
the Wallace line , and the Indonesian islands of Celebs ,Komodo etc. and the nations of Timor Leste, 
Papua & New Guinea, Australia, New Zealand and the neighbouring Pacific Islands, are to the East of 
the Wallace Line.   Although it is an imaginary line, the animals and birds on either side of this line are 
real and a majority of them are different from the other side.  Therefore, where as one finds the bigger 
animals like lions, tigers, elephants, Rhinos etc. on the west of the line, the animals to the east of line 
include animals which are not found to the West of the line, including the Komodo dragon found on 
Komodo Island in the Flores sea, and many other unique animals and birds found on Papua & New 
Guinea, Australia and New Zealand. This article mainly deals with such animals found East of The 
Wallace Line. Apart from a few standard stamp sets of the concerned countries issued by countries on  
either side of the Wallace Line, this article also shares animals which have been featured on  World 
Wild Fund (W.W.F.) or U.N.  stamp sets on endangered animals, or joint issues in between nations .   
The map shared here, gives a rough idea about the Wallace line. 
 

 
 

Caption: A map of South East Asia and Australasia, indicating  the Wallace Line. 
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WILD LIFE WEST OF THE WALLACE LINE  
 

                
 

 

                
 

 

                
 

 

 
 

Caption: Here above are some of the wild life shown on stamps from Malaysia and Singapore, which shows 

animals commonly found West of the Wallace Line. Some of the animals shown here on the stamp of Malaysia 

are Malaysian Tiger (with face value of 30 cents), Sunda Flying Lemur (40 cents), Mouse deer (50 cents value 

stamp), Sunda Pangolin (75 cents), Malayan Tapir ($ 2), Banteng (a type of wild buffalo - $ 5), and Orangutan 

($ 10).  In contrast are the exclusive wild life found East of the Wallace Line which this article deals with. 
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Caption: The 2 birds and 4 animals of Singapore shown in this high value definitive set of this country are 

Common Goldenback Woodpecker (65 cents), Jambu Fruit Dove (80 cents), Large Indian Civet ($ 1.10), 

Banded Leaf Monkey ($ 2), Malayan Pangolin ($ 5) and Cream Coloured Giant Squirrel ($ 10), all of which 

are found to the West of the Wallace Line. 

 

The Woodpecker has been taken as an example of birds of Singapore, because Interestingly, there aren't any 

woodpeckers in Australia, New Zealand, and the Pacific Islands either, even though woodpeckers could live 

there. The absence of Woodpeckers is likely due to limitations in their dispersal abilities. Another point is that 

in Australia, about 15% of bird species nest in hollows. The wood of native trees is extremely hard so no 

amount of pecking would make a hole. For example, a Jarrah tree (Eucalyptus marginata) of Australia takes 

120-150 years to form the hollow in which the Carnaby cockatoo nests. 

 

WILD LIFE EAST OF THE WALLACE LINE  
   
      The main difference in between wild life found in the 2 different directions from The Wallace line, is 
not just limited to birds or fish, some of which are exclusive to either East or West of the Wallace line, 
but a major difference   is the presence of Marsupial Mammals in the Australasian region, which are 
not found West of the Wallace line. Unlike mammals, including humans, whose babies remain within 
the womb of the mother till fully formed, in case of Marsupials, the baby has premature birth and is 
attached to the mother, normally in a pouch within which the baby is able to drink the mother’s milk 
while protected by the mother, till it reaches maturity. In case of the Kangaroo, the sight of a baby within 
the pocket of the mother Kangaroo is very well known, but in case of other Marsupials, the baby may 
not be so easily visible. For example, the Wombat found only in this Region, was mistaken for a Badger 
by European settlers initially because it digs hole. In order to do this, this Marsupial, since named 
Wombat, has a pouch that faces it tail end, so that the baby is safe even while the mother Wombat 
digs.  More than 200 species of Marsupials live in Australia and New Guinea, with about 70 others 
found in South or Central America. Therefore, West of the Wallace line, they are not found. Many of 
the Marsupials resemble the smaller animals found west of the West Line, but are differentiated by 
being called “Marsupial” moles, shrews, squirrels, and mice etc., as unlike those mammals west of the 
Wallace Line, they carry their baby within a pouch outside their embryo, before they are fully mature.  
The bigger and better-known ones East of the Wallace line are animals like Kangaroo and Wallabies, 
including the Tree Kangaroos, Koalas, Wombat, and some carnivorous ones like the Tasmanian Wolf 
(also called Tasmanian Tiger, which has since become extinct), The Tasmanian Devil and the 
endangered Quoll. Stamps of Australian, New Guinea and neighbouring islands like Christmas and 
Norfolk Island represent these unusual, Marsupial animals very well and are shared in this article. 
  
      A protected environment also made a difference for some of the wildlife East of the Wallace Line. 
New Zealand, for example, have many birds which are unique, because they were protected due to 
lack of carnivorous animals on that island. These birds are today in the endangered list due to 
introduction of carnivorous animals, including cats, to the islands by later settlers. These animals and 
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birds are also discussed in this article, due to the large number of stamps issued on them by New 
Zealand. 

 
 

      In Australia, the introduction of the Dingo Dog (which have similarities to wild dogs/and more 
recently evolved street dogs found in Indonesia), which were probably introduced in Australia about 
4000 years ago by seamen from these parts of Asia, lead to changes, including the displacement of 
Marsupial carnivores like the Tasmanian wolf and Tasmanian Devil, which were found widely on the 
mainland, to the island of Tasmania. Similarly, the carnivorous Quoll, was displaced from its native 
lands, and is today in the endangered list.    
 
      Many of these unusual animals and birds have several stamps issued on each, but due to the 
limitations placed on the size of this article, normally only a single example of each is shared here.   
 

INDONESIA: The interface country   
 
      Indonesia can be called the interface country, as geographically their country extends to both sides 
of The Wallace Line. Therefore, the first country and their stamps on wild-life to be logically discussed 
is Indonesia.  
 

      
 

      In Indonesia, West of the Wallace Line, can be found endangered animals like Orangutans (as 
shown in this set of 4 W.W.F. Stamps issued by Indonesia), and the Java and Sumatran Rhinoceros 
(also shown on Indonesia's W.W.F. Stamp set). To the East of the Wallace Line are perhaps the biggest 
lizards in the World, called   Komodo Dragons, which are shown on the Indonesian W.W.F set of 4 
stamps. They are carnivorous animals and are found only on this island of Indonesia.  A Marsupial is   
shown on the joint issue stamp issued by Australia, which is part of   Indonesia joint stamp issue with 
Australia, and these animals are also only found to the East of the Line. The Indonesia Bear Cuscus 
(which is a tree living marsupial) is found on the Indonesian Celebs islands. Its Marsupial equivalent 
shown on this joint issue is the Australian tree living Marsupial called Spotted Cuscus. 
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PAPUA & NEW GUINEA  
 

                       
                
 

      In Papua and New Guinea, which is also East of the Wallace Line, are found rare Marsupial animals 
called Tree Kangaroos. In fact, there are about 12 species of Tree Kangaroos, with names like 
Matschie, Lowland and Scotts Tree Kangaroos, found within a very small geographic range within this 
island nation, and more common ones like Doria’s, Grizzled and Good fellows, some of which are 
shown on the Papua & New Guinea set of 4 W.W.F. stamps here, and on the U.N. Endangered animal 
stamp too. One of the earliest P & NG stamps showing a Tree Kangaroo is also shared here. Some of 
these exotic Kangaroos are also found in northern Queensland , and neighbouring islands of Indonesia.  
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      Another rare wildlife found in P & NG is the bird called Crowned 
Pigeon, one species - the Common Crowned Pigeon - is shown on this 
U.N. Endangered Species stamp. It is one of the 3 rare species of this 
pigeon, all of which are found in Papua & New Guinea, but in slightly 
different areas, so there is no conflict of jurisdiction - the Common 
Crowned pigeon inhabits lowland areas of in West Papua; Sheep 
maker’s Crowned Pigeon occurs in southern New Guinea; and Victoria 
Crown Pigeon in Northern New Guinea.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

      Perhaps the most famous of the bird species found in P & NG are the bird group called Bird of 
Paradise of which there are 43 known species. Like Peacocks, the male dominates with their colourful 
plumage.   The joint issue with India shows the famous New Guinea Greater Bird of Paradise 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.102/August 2024 35 

(Paradisaea Apoda) on one stamp and the equally exotic Indian Peacock, the latter obviously being 
found only West of the Wallace Line. 4 other rare Birds of Paradise are shown on the stamps issued 
by Papua & New Guinea and shared here, which includes the King of Saxony Bird of Paradise shown 
on the 5c stamp, the King Bird of Paradise on the 10c stamp, and the Count Raggi’s Bird of Paradise 
on the 15c stamp.  

 
AUSTRALASIA  
 

 
 

      Australian stamps depict a wide range of their wild- life. These stamps include stamps issued by 
their Territories, like Norfolk Island, Australian Antarctica Territory, Christmas Island and Cocos 
(Keeling) Island, which have their own endemic wild-life too.as can be seen in this stamp set. 
 
      When we consider the Mammals (which include Marsupial mammals), as many as 69 % of all Mammals found 
in Australasia, including in their Territories, are endemic, and therefore not found in other continents.   
 

      The most commonly found, and generally well-known wild life of the Australian mainland and 
Tasmania are shown in the 2 se-tenant stamp sets here under: 
 

 
 

Caption: Among the well-known wild life of Australia, which are shown on this se-tenant stamp set, are, from 

left: 1. Marsupial Possum; 2. Sulphur -crested Cockatoo parrot.3. Marsupial Echidna,  

4. Crimson Rosella parrot 5. Marsupial Wombat. 

 

 
 

Caption: A second set of Australian wild-life, which is shown on this se-tenant stamp set, are:(from left): 

1. Emu; 2. Koala; 3. Kookaburra. 4. Duck-billed Platypus and 5. Red Kangaroo. 
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      Some sets of Australian stamps show their native wild-life in greater detail, which are shared here. 
The Wild Life shown are (from top left to right, and downwards): 1. Duckbilled Platypus. 2. The 
(Marsupial) short beaked Echidna. 3. The (exotic) Lyre bird (which can be called Australia’s equivalent 
of a Peacock), 4. Koala bear. 5. Common Wombat. 5. Red Kangaroo. 6.The (carnivorous) Tasmanian 
Devil 7. Greater Bilby, and 8. (Marsupial) Brush-tail Possums.  
 

      
 

             
 

      The way Australia was isolated when the present continents were formed because of the 
continental drift, the number of endemic reptiles and amphibians are very high compared to other 
continents - the percentage of these wildlife species of endemic animals are 93% and 94 % 
respectively.  Rare Native reptiles and amphibians inhabit the deserts, rivers and lakes of Australia and 
Tasmania. Some of them are shown on the stamps shared here. They include Lace Monitor, 
Corrobaree frog, Blue Mountain Tree frog, Smooth knob tailed Gekho, Crucifix Toad, Eastern Water 
Dragon, Blue tongued Lizard, and Thorny Devil Lizard, among which list some are endangered.     



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.102/August 2024 37 

      One of the lizards which has become famous among the public is the Australian Frilled Lizard or 
Frilled Dragon, which lives in the deserts of northern Australia, and was used as a model to depict the 
fierce opened frill, poison spitting, Dilophosaurus Dinosaur in the first Jurassic Park movie. Frilled 
Dragon is not depicted on any Australian commemorative stamps so far, but is depicted as an outline 
on one of the Australian vending machine stamps, and is shown here. (Called Frama vending machine 
stamps, many other famous endemic Australian animals like Koala, Platypus, Emu and Echidna etc. 
are also depicted on such stamps.  These vending machine stamps were introduced in 1984 and 
discontinued in 2003). 
 

 
 

 

       
 

 

         
 

      Australian stamps also represent their endangered wild life very well. Shown in the sets of stamps 
here are - Thyrocine (Tasmanian Tiger), Queensland Hairy nosed Wombat, Lead beater’s Possum, 
Stick Nest Rat, Greater Bilby, Bridal Nail Tailed   Wallaby, Orange Billed Parrot, Northern Quoll, 
Southern Corrobaree Frog, Western Swamp Tortoise; Ghost Bat, Squirrel Glider, Little Pygmy Possum 
etc. etc. 
 
      The Australian Territories  like Australian Antarctica Territory and Christmas Island , also have a 
number of endangered wild life , which is shown on this set of 4 World Wildlife Fund (WWF)  stamps 
shared here.  
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      The isolation of Australia during the Continental Drift (which refers to the movement of the Earth’s 
crust, which began about 200 million years ago, till the present alignment of Continents were formed, 
started when the land mass of Gondwana from the south drifted towards the Laurentia landmass in the 
North, across the only Ocean then, called Pangaea. On the way to the North, the islands of Australasia, 
Madagascar and parts of present South America got separated from Gondwana, and unique wild life 
developed there. The first to be separated was the Antarctica landmass which accounts for the many 
unique wild life found there too. The highest mountain range in the World, The Himalayas, as formed 
when the Gondwana landmass containing a portion of The Indian sub-continent drifted into the Tibetan 
and Asian landmass to the North of it).  
 
      This isolation of Australasian landmass also resulted in many endemic bird species being 
generated, which then have spread to all of the different geographic areas and different terrain of 
Australia, thereby leaving little space for migrants from other continents. A few of the different terrain 
of Australia are shown on the stamps shared here. 
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      Australia and its Territories are home to about 800 species of bird, of which 45% are endemic 
to Australia, and they are spread over all the different geographical areas/terrain, some of which areas 
have extreme weather, because of the varied terrain which we find in this Continent. Normally birds 
can easily move from place to place and settle beyond any defined geographic boundaries, but perhaps 
due to the fact that the endemic birds of Australia have adapted to the various terrain and are spread 
throughout Australia, birds found in Asia and other continents have not migrated to and settled in 
Australia. Among them are birds like Woodpeckers which are a species not found in Australia at all. 
Australian birds also are very hardy compared to any other birds. Among them are the famous 
Australian pet parrots called Budgerigars, shown on one of the stamps shared here, which can 
withstand temperatures in between (-) 10 degrees C to 45 degrees C,  due to this type of hardiness 
shown among Australian birds , and therefore are popular pets throughout the World.    
 

  
 

  
 

Caption: Many of the popular birds of Australasia like Budgerigar, King Parrot, Magpies, Robin, Wrens, Lyre 

Bird, Emu and Avocet are shown on these Australian stamps. 

 

        
 

Captions: These are 2 beautiful stamp sets featuring some of the endemic birds of Australasia. The set on the 

left features some of the song birds seen in Australia. The 4 birds in this set, issued in 2009, are: 1. Green 

Catbird (55 cents); 2. Noisy Scrub-bird ($ 1.10); 3. Mangrove Golden Whistler ($ 1.65); 4. Scarlet Honeyeater 

( $ 2.75). The Australian stamp set on the right was issued in 1991, and depict water birds native to Australia. 
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They are 1. Black Swan (43 cents - Before Europeans saw Black Swans, found mostly in Western Australia, and 

not in nature outside Australia, it was thought that only White Swans existed. A Black Swan is the official bird 

of Western Australia. They have the longest neck compared to size, among all Swans); Black Necked Stork 

 

(43 cents -This bird is a genetically different species from those found in South Asia. It is a near threatened 

species.  This stork has long been found in Aboriginal mythology. They live in wetlands.); Cape Barren Goose 

(85 cents - This Goose is endemic only to South and South East Australia. A few islands are named “Goose 

Island” due to the presence of this species in greater numbers there); Chestnut Teal ($1 -This duck species is 

found in wetlands and estuaries in the coastal regions of S.W. & S.E. Australia). 

 

      Among the limited number of flightless birds that survive on Earth presently, the Emu (The second 
largest flightless bird, after the Ostrich), and Cassowary are found in Australasia (and the smaller 
flightless Kiwi in New Zealand).  
 

            
 

Caption: The Brolga Crane is the only Crane endemic to Australasia, but can be easily mistaken for the more 

widespread Sarus Crane found in many other parts of the world, which also nest in tropical Australia. Brolga’s 

frequent marshes in between inland water bodies and sea water bodies. A Sarus Crane from the Dacca Zoo in 

Bangladesh is shown on the other stamp, as a comparison. 

 

 
 

      The Cattle Egret, which is shown on this stamp of Japan, is a native of tropical South and East 
Asia, and Sub-Saharan Africa and tropical East Africa, and it is a rare example of one of the bird 
species which have flown to other continents and settled there. There were no Cattle Egret found in 
Australasia till the first few flew there around 1948, and by 1963, they had slowly spread and reached 
tropical Queensland coast. (In the Americas this bird came from sub-Saharan Africa, in a similar 
manner.  Cattle Egrets had reached northern coasts of South American continent (starting with cleared 
forest areas of Guyana) by 1937, central America by 1947 and the tropical Central parts, and East 
Coast of U.S.A. in between 1952- 1955, in what is technically known as “colonization movements”. 
These birds are however a rare exception. The Continental Drift had led to evolution of birds in different 
isolated geographical areas which have adapted to their environment and filled a niche not entered 
into by other birds. Therefore, birds from other areas, unless seasonal migratory ones, normally not 
able to settle in such areas, including in the continent of Australasia. In case of the Cattle Egret, it 
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actually filled a niche which was created at a later period because of rapid clearances of forest areas, 
and the cleared land’s replacement with grass lands and cattle. This explains why Australasia still has 
quite a large endemic population of bird breeds.  
 

 
 

      Australian parrots constitute about one sixth of the parrot varieties of the world, and these include 
exclusive species like a variety of Cockatoos and Galah’s, some of which are shown on the stamp ’s 
shared in this section. Among the variety of Kingfisher species in Australia is the Kookaburra, which is 
endemic to Australasia.  
  

     
 

 
              

 
 

      Australia’s set of 4 World Wildlife stamps on Birds, shared here, show endangered Birds like 
Parrots and Finch’s, and the Christmas Island W.W.F Stamp set, also shared here, show 4 of the 
exclusive and endangered bird species that are found on their island. (Like the Christmas island WWF 
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set, India also have some birds which are endemic to the first of its type Nilgiri’s wild-life Biosphere 
reserve, and the biggest, the Andaman and Nicobar wild life Biosphere reserves, which have been 
included on Indian (non - WWF) Stamps. They are:1. In the withdrawn Water Birds set issued on 
23/11/1994, the Re. 1/- value features the Andaman Teal; 2. In the 5/10/2006 issued set, the Rs.5/- 
Nilgiri Laughing Thrush is shown; 3. In the 16/10/2012 endangered species stamp set, the Nicobar 
Megapode can be seen; and in the 4. Indian post set on 3 Vulnerable Birds issued on 8/8/2017b, with 
face value of Rs.5/- each, the Nilgiri Wood Pigeon, and the Nilgiri Pipit are shown. These 2 natural 
reserves are part of the 16 UNESCO wild life Biospheres in India. Since many stamps have been 
issued on wild life that inhabit these Indian Biospheres, a separate article is proposed to be written on 
then) 
 

      Australia have a number of UNESCO Biosphere reserves where many of the wild life discussed in 
this article are conserved and given sanctuary, and elaborated in detail in another section here under.      
 
      Another group of birds that many stamp collectors like to add to their collection are Birds of Prey 
(India also issued a set of 4 stamps on 30th December 1992, one of which stamp was issued with the 
wrong name of one of the birds, and although the correct stamp was issued for the public, a few wrongly 
named stamps survived and reached the public, and therefore that particular misprinted stamp is 
considered a rarity). The 3 Australian stamps of their Birds of Prey shown here are: 1.  Nankeen Kestrel:  
This is a raptor bird, which is also called Australian Kestrel, and is found only in Australia and Papua- 
New Guinea. 2. Wedged -Tailed Eagle: It is found in all terrains of Australia and Tasmania, and is this 
continents most generalized and wide spread bird of prey. 3.Spotted Harrier: Also known as smoke 
hawk, this raptor is found mostly in Australia, with some flocks found in Eastern Indonesia’s Celebs 
island, and Timor Leste (East Timor). It mainly resides in open grasslands, open woodlands and shrub 
lands of Australia. 
 

    
 

 

      The Australian Antarctica Territory is another place a variety of birds can be found, apart from the 
better-known mammals that reside there. I am sharing parts of 2 sets that show the birds that either 
reside or visit this portion of the Antarctica. 
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NEW GOVERNING COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 
      The General Body Meeting of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association held on 7 July 2024 elected the 
following members as its Governing Council Members for 2024-26. 
 

 
 

President: R. K. Rajasekharan 
Vice President: Dr. S. Satheesh.   
Secretary: P. Mohanachandran Nair.   
Jt. Secretary: Hentry Smith Kumar.   
Treasurer: Jacob Philip.   
Executive Members: 
 

C. Krishnankutty Nair, E. Soorej Kumar, R. Mohan, Mohankumar. S.  
K. Sakthi Raj, Jeevan P. Nair.  

Internal Auditor Unnikrishna Pillai B 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL TIGER DAY 
 
      A Special Cancellation 
on International Tiger Day 
has been released by Kerala 
Postal Circle on 29th July, 
2024. The cancellation was 
unveiled by Shri. Ajeet R, 
Senior Postmaster, 
Thiruvananthapuram GPO.  
Our members were invited 
and the first cancellation was 
received by our President R. 
K. Rajasekharan, Secretary 
P. Mohanachandran Nair, 
Treasurer Jacob Philip and 
other executive members 
Mohan Kumar S, Jeevan P Nair, Giri Nair.  The special cancellation is provided at all four philatelic 
bureaus of Kerala Postal Circle.  

Association News 
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APA WINNERS AT JAKARTA 2024 

      Asian International Stamp Exhibition JAKARTA-2024 held at the Pos Bloc Jakarta from 3 to 7 July 
2024.  The following is the list of participants of APA members and the awards they got.   
 

Name Title of Exhibit Awards 

Sushil Mehra On the Edge Bronze 

 Towards Decimalisation Large Silver 

Lokeswara Rao Buddhism Silver 

 CITES - Endangered Species on Stamps Bronze 

 Modern Management The Gita Way (Gita on Stamps) Bronze 

Jaagruthi Nithin Adka Olympics - Bird’s Eye View Vermeil 

Gauresh Mehra Poetic Beauty of Bombay’s Podtcards Bronze 

 

    
Sushil Mehra Lokeswara Rao Jaagruthi N Adka Gauresh Mehra 

 
Congratulations to all. 

 
APA MEMBERS IN MARE BALTICUM 2024 
 
      Our following members participated in the exhibition Mare Balticum 2024, Estonia and their results 
are given below.  The frame exhibits were open for Balkan Countries and USA and the Literature Class 
was open for international exhibitors. 
 
      Capt. Vijay Wadhwa - (The Parliament - Gallery of Owls) - Vermeil 
                                          (Enchanting Birds on India Post)   -  Large Silver 
 
      Sushil Mehra - (Towards Decimalisation) - Large Silver 
 

  
Capt. Vijay Wadhwa Sushil Mehra 

 
      Congratulations dear members. 
 
MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 

 
      The General Body Meeting of APA decided to start a Membership Campaign upto 31st December, 
2024.  As per the decision the number of member count should be 200 at the end of the year.  Every 
member should canvas atleast one member. Also decided to give concession in membership fee during 
3 days (16th to 18th August 2024) of our exhibition APEX-2024, who are joining at the venue by remitting 
full amount.  As such, the membership fee for adult will be Rs.1000/- and juniors will be Rs.500/- 
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Vispi S Dastur 
 

 

 

      With profound sadness, we report the passing of Vispi S Dastur, 
renowned philatelist and pillar of the Indian philatelic community on 9 
July 2024. He is a prominent figure in the Indian philatelic community 
and has made significant contributions to the field. He was expert on 
Indian postal history and stamps and specialized in India Used 
Abroad & Early India cancellations.  He wrote two books and several 

articles on philately. One of his books “India Used Abroad” is well 
accepted by philatelists.  He exhibited his collections at national and 
international philatelic exhibitions and received awards & recognition 
for his contributions to philately.  He also acted as jury in several 
national and international philatelic exhibitions.  He was a member of 
various philatelic organisations and societies. He was the founder 
member and past president of Philatelic Congress of India, the 
National Philatelic Federation.  The Philatelic Congress of India 

honoured him with the Philatelic Ratna Award in 2021.  He also served as 
a member of the Philatelic Advisory Committee. 
 
      Vispi S Dastur's contributions to philately have helped to promote the hobby and advance the 
knowledge of Indian stamps and postal history. His expertise and passion for philately have made him 
a respected figure in the philatelic community.  
 
      Our deepest condolences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Obituary 

 
 

 

 

 

6TH DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
 

 
George Reynolds 

An eminent philatelist from Kochi 
 

Expired on 26-8.2018 
Advt. 
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 UNITED NATIONS 
 

International Moon Day 
 

 

Vienna Geneva New York 

   
  

Issued on 20.07.2024 
 

 
 
 

GREAT BRITAIN 
 

Dungeons & Dragons 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Issued on 25.07.2024 

  
 

 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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LITHUANIA 
 

Paris Olympics 2024 

 
 

 
 

Issued on 26.07.2024 
 

 
ROMANIA 

 
Paris Olympics 2024 

 

    
 
 

Issued on 26.07.2024 
Courtesy: Wopa+  
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BANTVAL : 16 March 2024 

200th Anniversary of Brahmarath 
 

MULAVUKAD. : 21 MAY 2024 
46th Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting 

 

 
 

PALAKKAD : 10 June 2024 
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, Mercy College 

 

PUNE : 01 July 2024 
Jagadguru Shri Sant Tukaram Maharaj 

  
Jama-I-Osmania : 01 July 2024 

National CPR Challenge Campaign 
 

KOLKATA : 01 July 2024 
India ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2024 Champion 

  
NEW DELHI : 04 July 2024 

ICC Men’s World Cup - Winner 2024, India 
 

GANGTOK : 09 July 2024 
Sikkim, The Green State of India 

 

New Special Covers 
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MUMBAI : 15 July 2024 

Hindustan Petroleum 
 

HYDERABAD : 18 July 2024 
Dhammacakkapavattana Sutta Day 

 

  
JABALPUR : 24 July 2024 
Balancing Rock, Jabalpur 

 

BENGALURU : 26 July 2024 
Kargil Vijay Diwas 

  
BALLARI JANASAGARA : 27 July 2024 

Vijayanagara Sri Krishnadevaraya University, Ballari 
 

BALLARI COWL BAZAR : 31 July 2024 
World Ranger Day 

 

 
NABADWIP : 08 July 2024 

Festival of Chariots 
 

 
Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
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National Doctors Day 
01.07.2024 

 

World Cup 2024 
India’s Victory 

01.07.2024 
 

          

        Tiruchirappalli 
     

Mumbai 
 

International Plastic Bag Free Day 
03.07.2024 

World Population Day 
11.07.2024 

Kargil Vijay Divas 
26.07.2024 

 

   
    Bengaluru Mumbai Patna 

 

Kargil Vijay Divas 
26.07.2024 

 

 
   

               Silchar 

 

Gandhinagar HO             Nagpur Pune 

 
Kargil Vijay Divas 

26.07.2024 

 

Paris 2024 Olympics 
29.07.2024                      30.07.2024 

    

Bengaluru Belagavi Raipur Raipur 

 

International Tiger Day 
29.07.2024 

 

    
Bhubaneswar Bengaluru Patna Thiruvananthapuram 

New Special Cancellations 
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CHINA 2024 

      40th Asian International Stamp Exhibition will be held at the Shanghai Exhibition Centre from 29 th 
November to 3rd December 2024.  The event holds particular significance as it commemorates both 
the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China and the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately.  The exhibition is under FIAP Patronage and FIP 
recognition and is expected a display of around 1600 frames. 

Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkaar is the National Commissioner 
(Mobile: 9766310553 Email: pratisadn@gmail.com) 
Mr. Rajesh Paharia is the Assistant Commissioner 
(Mobile:9351716969 Email: shreetotal@gmail.com) 
 

MELBOURNE 2025 

 
      The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne, 
Australia will be held in 2025. 
 

      For more details:  https://melbourne2025.com.au/ 
 

 
Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp +919351716969) 
Email: shreetotal@gmail.com  

 
EUROPHILEX-2025 

 
      The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held 
at Birmingham.  The extended dates of European Philatelic Exhibition will be on 
8th to 11th May 2025.  This is the first time ever, Britain has decided to move its 
international exhibition out of London.  Birmingham is the country’s second city, 
which is located in the centre of England, surrounded by a massive population 

and several other large cities. 
        
      For more details:  https://europhilex2025.co.uk/ 
 

BOSTON-2026 
 
 

      The FIP Patronaged 12th International Philatelic Exhibition of the United States 
gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition Center 
(BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026. 
 

      For more details: https://boston2026.org/ 
 
 

INPEX-2025 
 
      The Philatelic Congress of India (PCI), NationalPhilatelic Federation, is going to organise and hold the 
National Philatelic Exhibition INPEX-2025 between January-March 2025 (Details awaited) 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

mailto:pratisadn@gmail.com
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://melbourne2025.com.au/
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
https://boston2026.org/
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APEX-2024 
 
      The fourth philatelic exhibition of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association titled APEX-2024 will be held 
at Vivekananda Hall, Near AKG Centre, Palayam, Thiruvananthapuram from 16th to 18th August 2024.  
Nearly 100 frames will be arranged to display the exhibits of our members. 20 dealers’ stalls are 
arranged at the venue.   
 
      For more details contact Secretary: Mobile:9387801948 
 
AMSIPEX 25 
 
      The Airmail Soceity of India Foundation (AMSI) is conducting its 1st online International Aero & Astrophilatelic 
exhibition during 15 to 23 February 2025.  Entries for following classes will be accepted. 

 
1. Competitive Class:  
     5 frame and 8 frame 
     1 frame 

2. Literature Class 
3. Special section for youth collectors with 2-3 frame exhibits 
4. Special section for novice exhibitors with 2-3 frame exhibits 
 
      More details awaited. 
 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
 

www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org  
www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
www.indiamintstamp.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

 
Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVII. No.199 (July 2024) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June & 
July. 2022) 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.175, 176, 177 (July 2023 - January 2024) 
Filacap – online. No.257  (July 2024) 
The Fila Capsule No.6 (May-June 2024) 
 
 

 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org/
http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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