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Dear Friends,

As we close the curtains on our recent philatelic exhibition APEX-2024, we can’t help but feel a
sense of pride and accomplishment. The exhibition was a resounding success, attracting hundreds of
philatelists and showcasing some of the rarest and most exceptional stamps from around the world.
The exhibition was purely for our members. We saw seasoned collectors as well as newcomers alike
marvel at the exhibits, sharing knowledge and passion for the hobby. With the membership campaign
conducted during the exhibition we could add 47 new life members. Thus, the count of our life
membership is now 201. Visitors praised the quality and diversity of exhibits, as well as the overall
organization and display. Feedback indicated a high level of interest in philately and desire for future
exhibitions. During the exhibition our printed souvenir was also released. There was also positive
feedback on the quality and contents of the souvenir. Readers are requested to own a copy of it as its
discounted date is extended upto 30 September 2024. | express my sincere gratitude to all the
philatelists, Department of Posts, organizers, participants, dealers and financial contributors for the
efforts taken by them to make the event a grand success.

We are thrilled to announce the launch of our new online trading platform - APA Exchange
WhatsApp group. It is the perfect complement to all the philatelists. It will enable collectors to browse
and purchase stamps from the comfort of their own homes, connect with fellow enthusiasts and access
expert advice and resources. So, join us and explore our APA Exchange, connect with fellow
collectors, and discover the joy of stamp collecting.

Follow this link to join APA Exchange WhatsApp group:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EuotljvVI7aACYjRxsVyet

Mohanachandran Nair
Mobile:9387801948

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN
ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment

For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue
For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment

For details contact: 9387801948
Email: apa.tvpm@agmail.com
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New Indian Issues

XXXl OLYMPICS PARIS-2024

MINIATURE SHEET
Denominations: Rs.20.00
Issued on 5.8.2024

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA -75 YEARS

AL COURT OF INDIA-7S YEARS

YEARS

HIRA &1 Haled qIATAL-75 99 SUPREME COURT OF INDIA - 75 YEARS

MINIATURE SHEET
Denominations: Rs.10.00
Issued on 31.8.2024
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“Anantha Nadam”
Discount period

extended upto
30.09.2024.

This centenary

commemorative

edition features a
collection of selected

articles from
= the renowned
W pssociaVio® _pﬁilhte[ists, stories
and memories that
have been cherished

by our readers

over the years.
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Whether you are a budding or seasoned collector, this book is an invaluable
resource for anyone passionate about philately

Editor: P. Mohanachandran Nair
Size: DY, (28 x 22)
Pages: 140 in colour

Price: Rs.400. + Rs.70. (Shipping charges)

Discount (Booking up to 30.09.2024):
10% to Public. 15% to Members.

~m=, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association
9{@@}% Thiruvananthapuram
° & Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com
Mobile: 9387801948
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‘THE PHILATELISTS COIMBATORE’ CELEBRATED ITS 212™ MEETING

A Grand Philatelic meeting was organized by "The Philatelists Coimbatore” (TPC) on Sunday, 25th
August 2024 as part of their 212th meeting celebrations, at Sherlock's Hall, Coimbatore. The meeting
was well attended with 6 members of Karnataka Philatelic Society (KPS), Bangalore also joining in.
Other members of TPC travelled all the way from Chennai, Vijayawada, Pollachi etc ., for the event.
The highlight was the display of a mint Penny Black Plate 7 stamp by Mr.Ramu of KPS, which was
placed on a special pedestal. It evinced a lot of interest amongst the gathering. Mr.Ramu also gave
two excellent presentations and had an exhibit display of Penny Black stamps and covers. Members
of TPC had also displayed, including parts of their award winning collections on Exhibit sheets, which
was well appreciated.

There were lots of activities including a One Page exhibit competition and an interesting Philatelic
Quiz program post lunch. Prizes were awarded to the Winners. There was excellent interaction
amongst the Philatelists and good media coverage for the event too. Overall a very enjoyable and
wonderful event.

NEW BOOK RELEASED

A new book titled “Gandhi Connections
Compendium of Indian Post Offices with names related ;.
to Gandhi” was launched on 1 September 2024 at the |, &
Karnataka Philatelic Society’s monthly meeting. The
book was authored by Shri. Sushil Mehra. This unique |
compilation embarks on a fascinating journey, |
exploring post offices across the country named after
the Father of the Nation - Mahatma Gandhi.
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PHILATELIC STUDY CLASS AND QUIZ

On 28" August 2024, India Post, Kerala Postal Circle conducted a philatelic class and quiz at the
Chinmaya Mission School, Thaliparamba, Kerala. Shri. A k Sreedeep, Vice President, Cannanore
Philatelic Club conducted the class and quiz. Nearly 25 students participated in the programme. Small
gifts were given to the winners.

CELEBRATING NATIONAL SPORTS DAY

On National Sports Day (29.88.2024), India Post, Bengaluru Head Quarters Region released a
Picture Postcard from the Postcrossing Society of India, capturing the essence of sportsmanship and
unity. In addition to that, Karnataa Phlately Society launched the book “Stamping success: Olympics
and Sports Philately from Karnataka” highlighting the rich legacy of sports through stamps. The book
was authored by Shri.Sushil Mehra and Jagannath Mani.

The event was graced by Shri. L K Dash, PMG, Bengaluru Head Quarters Region, Ms. Kaiya Arora,
DPS (HQ), Shri. Amit Kumar Jha, AD, and Philatelists from Karnataka Philatelic Society.

Courtesy: India Philately Circle

PHILATELIC WORKSHOP CONDUCTED

A philatelic workshop was conducted at St. Joseph’s Matriculation School,
Chengalpattu, Tamilnadu. Shri. P S Seshadri eminent philatelist from Chennai
conducted the workshop. Nearly 100 students participated in the workshop.

8 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/VVol. VI/Issue No.103/September 2024



T—

— . e

= pe i

3

; . ,-'_ ! .
e\ TR
3 4 d

o

lil',

.

|

— < .
- ' 5 . Al
- . ~ » - .
p (ro— CL%8 e T
. A " e, W \
‘~ W~ " - . >
\ / _ “
- 7 . 3 . - o At 4
2 b -

3

Experience new
and fascinating aspects
of Postal History

SIGN UP NOW
FORTHE SUBSCRIPTION

and receive two issues ayear
of Post Horn Magazine
in electronic browsable edition via email

foronly € 2000

YOU Can eauly Day with Yy usir

n

CRUO MANZALERICIN NI 250 COM A% Crame
o contact board@posthornmagazine com for furthes
e mILon NG 10 INGCHe the em! 2dress whers
L(— JJ YOu would I6e recerw YOI MARAZH
s M
M AWARD
a5 (Ll—" Read the first 4 magazines issued for free!
FIP.FEPA Press Award Pip O tode with your smeriphons
Gold Medal 2021

an the OR v
Notod 20201 Academie [uroptenne [} .
London 2022 o Phistele <
BEA 2023
P :

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.103/September 2024



Stamp of the month

By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad

Germany - Vineta Provisional

The Vineta Provisional (German: Vineta-Provisorium) is a German postal stamp created on April
13, 1901, aboard the cruiser SMS Vineta. The postal officer had not been given three Pfennig
Germania stamps, so he bisected his five Pfennig stamps (Michel Nummer 55) and manually stamped
them with a "3 PF" mark. On April 17, 1901, mail was despatched from Pernambuco to Germany using
the Vineta provisional stamp. This provisional stamp is one of the rarest in German philately, as only
600 were printed.

The stamp rose to prominence once it was put in the Michel catalogue as a regular stamp and
assigned the number 67. Collectors who aimed to have a full collection of Reichspost issues were
interested in collecting this stamp. However, because philatelists usually regarded the stamp as a self-
made variant rather than an official issue by the Reichspost, the #67 assignment was strongly attacked
and subsequently withdrawn. As a result, stamp prices have dropped.

The stamp has been forged.

Reference : https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vineta_provisional
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Dead Country Stamps from Indian subcontinent

By: Kalesh Kumatr,
Philatelist, Bangalore.

In the realm of philately, a "dead country" refers to any nation that no longer exists and
consequently has ceased producing postage stamps. These so-called dead countries intrigue
collectors with their rich and varied histories. Far from being mundane, these defunct nations present
fascinating opportunities for stamp collection. While the countries themselves may have disappeared,
the allure of their stamps endures. One of the perks of collecting stamps from these dead countries is
the absence of a need to track new issues. The historical events that led to the establishment and
dissolution of these entities typically bracket the periods of stamp issuance neatly, avoiding the
inundation of fresh editions unless, as it sometimes happens, these nations are re-established.

For instance, the Baltic states—Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania—were annexed by the Soviet Union
in 1940 and thereafter ceased their stamp production. However, with their independence reinstated
circa 1990, they began issuing stamps anew. Choices abound for collectors—to pursue pre-occupation
stamps, those printed post-independence, or an amalgamation of both.
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Each dead country tells a unique story through its stamps, be it via the inception stories or the
impacts of major historical events like regime changes or declarations of independence which might
permanently alter a country's name but leave borders intact. When such name changes occur, a
country is deemed 'dead’ philatelically, opening a new chapter with the fresh nomenclature. Many a
dedicated philatelist diligently extends their collection into these reborn postal eras.

Linn’s World Stamp Almanac, particularly the Millennium edition, serves as an indispensable tool
for stamp enthusiasts, offering complete listings of past and present stamp issuers along with concise
histories and details on when stamps were issued over a broad span of 120 pages.

Delving into India's postage stamp chronicle reveals an odyssey across time and mirrors the
multifaceted political and cultural shifts that have shaped the subcontinent. Prior to the culmination of
India as a unified entity, diverse stamps were introduced by various princely states, brief-lived
agencies, and colonial dominions, these latter entities hence referred to as “dead countries.” The
narrative of India's postal history is interwoven with the legacies of different colonial occupiers who
each left an indelible stamp on the region. Portuguese India began minting stamps in the early 1500s,
culminating in 1871 and persisted until annexation by India in 1961.

French India imprinted its first batch of stamps in 1892, ceasing with territorial integration into India
in 1954. During British rule, India was peppered with princely states numbering approximately 565, yet
only a few issued distinct postage stamps. Falling into two categories: Feudatory States (independently
issued) and Convention States (using overprinted British Indian stamps), these rare stamps are now
hotly pursued by collectors.

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.103/September 2024 11



The breakdown further includes notable Feudatory princely states which could be counted as “Dead
countries” and significant titbits regarding their stamp designs and philatelic value. Jammu and
Kashmir, commencing stamp issuance in 1866 with designs emblazoned with Persian script.

Hyderabad presented philatelists with stamps steeped in local motifs
starting in 1869, lasting until its integration into Union of India in 1948.

Travancore issued its first series in 1888 featuring Malayalam inscriptions up until its merger with

Union of India in 1949.

AVANC G,
NG

Other esteemed entities include Barwani, regarded for its simplistic typo graphed stamps featuring
its rulers from 1921.

ASSsassassassssssss
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Additionally, Cochin emerges with a distinguished philatelic legacy that traces back to 1892. Its
stamps are revered for their elaborate designs, showcasing pictures of the Kings of Cochin.

These unique postal pieces from erstwhile political entities illuminate India's intricate tapestry of
history and culture. Beyond their collectible nature, they hold the timeless stories and identities from
the era of the British Raj's princely states, making them enduring treasures for both philatelists and
historians, bridging the gap to India's regal past.

(Photos of stamps: From Wikimedia Commons under creative commons licenses)

Bharat=xotics
One stop ShOp for all We specialise in all the unusual stamps of the world.
i Authorized distributors for PRINZ and LIGHTHOUSE
your philately needs Accessories for stamps, coins and notes album.

www.bharatexotics.com LS : . ‘
Free shipping available for a limited period

Contact - B0OB6383126, 844775618
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The “Initial Period” of Indian Philately (1880- Early 1900)

By Swamynathan R, Mumbai

Introduction

In the late 1800s, British settlers in India pursued philately, which was largely influenced by the
well-developed hobby in Britain. In the last decade of the 1800s, English settlers started to promote
philately in India.

Prior to 1890, there were two important philatelic works in India. First, an official list of postage
stamps of India, prepared by Lieutenant L.B. Mainwaring, and published in Stamp Collector’s
Magazine, January, 1871. It was called Descriptive List of India Stamps. Secondly, in 1875, an official
of India Post named Ananda Gopal Sen from Bengal Province published a book titled The Post Office
of India. This was the first book published on Indian philately, mainly focusing on the history of the
postal administration of India. Later, two foreign authors published the story of postal services in India,
“An Outline of Postal History of and Practice with the History of Postal History of India” by G.J.Hamilton
published in 1910 and “Post Office of India and Its Story” by Geoffrey Clarke published in 1921.

Stamp Trade

Stamp dealers made their presence in India in the decade 1880’s. They largely supplied stamps to
the British collectors living in India. One of the early stamp dealer is the early 1880’s was
‘N.D.Bottliwalla & Co’. from Bombay who were wholesale stamp importers and commission agents.
They sold stamps for dealers only. In 1889, a philately shop named the ‘Bombay Philatelic Company’
was established in Bombay. They catered to retail customers. Although now closed, it celebrated its
centenary in 1988, and was the only stamp shop in India to survive for over hundred years.

BOMBAY PHILATELIC COMPANY
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

Mps. Dias cutting the cestenary cake. From left to right, Mr. P. M. Medhorm,
Mr. C. P. Thomas, Mrs. Edna Diss, Mrs. Thomas, Mr. Vispi Dastur and
Mr. Dhirobhai Mchta,

Philately Society

The establishment of two philatelic societies, one in 29" August 1892(as per catalogue of Crawford
library of philatelic literature) and the second in February 1894, was the beginning of organised philately
in India. They were the Bombay Philatelic Society and the Philatelic Society of Bengal respectively.
Philately Journals
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In May 1894, the first Indian periodical on philately was published titled “Indian Philatelist” at Dadar,
Bombay, edited by Julio Riberio in the interest of collectors and dealers. This was a monthly publication
which was discontinued in April 1896 but encouraged the issuance of other philately periodicals. On
September, 1894, P.A. Sakloth, of Bombay published a philately periodical titted “The Indian Postage
Stamp News”, a monthly magazine which ran upto 13 issues.

Society Journals

Bombay Philatelic Society published their official publication titled Quarterly Philatelic Circular from
January 1896 and continued upto December 1896. The Philatelic Society of Bengal published their
official monthly magazine titled Philatelic World from 15t July 1894 and continued upto 32"? issue.
These publications communicated information not only about philatelic activities throughout India, but
also philatelic news from Britain.
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Philately Literature

With the growing number of British India stamps, the first stamp catalogue, Descriptive List of Indian
Postage Stamps from 1853 to 1885 was published in 1885 by G.J. Hynes, then assistant director
general of the post office of India. This publication was based on Mainwaring’s Descriptive List of
Indian Stamps published in Stamp Collector's Magazine in January 1871.

Birth of a National Philatelic Society

The “Bombay Philatelic Society” and “Philatelic Society of Bengal” could not survive long. In
January 1897, the members of Philatelic Society of Bengal formed a national society, named “The
Philatelic Society of India” (PSI), with initial 49 members and The Philatelic Journal of India popularly
known as PJI as its official mouthpiece. The Philatelic Society of India organized first three exhibitions
in December 1897, 1898 and 1908 at Calcutta. There was a proposal to amalgamate the Philatelic
Society of India with the London Philatelic Society in January 1899, but it did not go through.

First Philatelic Research

The first four lithograph stamps of British India were designed and printed in India in 1854 and are
now popularly known as the “Lithograph Stamps of India”.

. Ill.l'lf".;'
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Number of Number of Stamps
Sr. No Stamp Description Sheets .
. Printed
Printed
1 % Anna Stamps 3,83,230 36,694,080
2 1 Anna Stamps 97,692 9,378, 432
3 4 Anna Stamps, 18 mm apart 61,580 7,38,960
4 4 Anna Stamps, 6 mm apart 11,911 2,85,864
5 4 Anna Stamps, 2.5 mm apart 26,465 6,35,160

Eminent British philatelist, MP Thomas Tapling (1855-1891) in his early 30’s, visited India in the
winter of 1889 to learn about the three lithograph stamps of India(half, one and 4 annas) by securing
the official correspondence and doing interviews with officials of the post office. Subsequently, a
detailed study of British India stamps was published as a book by the London Philatelic Society in 1892,
titted Postage Stamps of British India and Ceylon, it included the first detailed study of India’s first four
stamps.

Scope of Study on Indian Lithograph stamps-1854

¢ The different states of die(there were three of each value) and their approximate dates.

e The different printing stones made from each state of die.(These varied from three to six)

e To recognize every individual stamp, locate its position on the sheet of 96, and allot it to its own
particular printing stone.

e To recognise and locate touches up (i.e. repairs before printing commenced, to correct faulty
transfer) and retouches (i.e. repairs after printing commenced, to correct wear and tear).

Subsequent Philately Research

Further to the study of Lithograph stamps, research on postal history of India was carried out
extensively and was published in “The Philatelic Journal of India” which was the only philately journal
till early 1900 which was followed by “India Stamp Journal” edited by Jal Cooper from late 1930’s.
Conclusion of the period

As stamp collecting became popular, the first philatelic exhibition was organized in 1894 by
Philatelic Society of Bengal from December 26" to 27", 1894. The second exhibition was organised
by Bombay Philatelic Society of India in March 1895.

C.F. Larmour, the editor of Philately Society of Bengal during his visit to London gave an interview
published in Stamp Collector’s Fortnightly”, 25th June 1895 he mentions that "About six years ago we

began to awake the fact that Philately is the pleasant pursuit possible for idle moment.”

By the end of 1900, Stamp was well established in Bombay and Calcutta. Bombay was becoming
more popular for philately than Calcutta.

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine. Please send the matter in A4 size

Word format. Send the clear images in separate files.
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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The Unusual and Threatened Wild Life of

Australia and New Zealand. (Part Il)

By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai.

This is the second part of the three-part article on Threatened Wild life of Australasia and New Zealand.
It deals with wild life of Australia and New Zealand and their offshore island territories too, all of which
are East of The Wallace Line, which Line was discussed in Part I. In Part Il of this article, Biosphere
Reserves are also discussed, as they form part of the initiative to conserve wild life. In addition, threats to
endemic wild life due to introduction of non-native wild life species is discussed in these 2 parts. Stamps
that support these topics are used liberally from my collection, just as they were used for Part |

I continue the second part of this article with Marine Life of Australia.
AUSTRALIAN MARINE LIFE

Marine Life in Australian waters, may not need to respect boundaries, but for many reasons they
can be regional. Due to this reason there are fishes that are endemic to Australasia either
throughout the year or according to a certain season. An example is of Coral Fishes, which can
survive only in seas where coral reefs exist. Some of these Coral Fishes are endemic to Australasia.
There are also certain other species of fish which are found in Australian water, or in some cases, only
East of the Wallace Line.

Here are some common, but unusual fishes found off the Australasian coast, and some details
about each. As you can see from the information shared hereunder, a few of them can be dangerous:

STLASET

From top left are shown the following fishes found in the seas off Australian coast (from top left and
downwards): 1. Jimble - This Jelly fish found on the 3 cent stamp, belong to the box- type bell Jelly
fish with tentacles at each corner. They live in coastal waters, estuaries and oceans, from Western
Australia to Southern Queensland. The Jimble has a sting, but it is not as poisonous as some of those
stings that are produced by Tropical zone Jellyfish in other places. 2. Estuary Stone fish of Australia is
shown on the 10 cent stamp. This species of Stone fish, which is found lying camouflaged on the floor
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of the Estuaries in Australia, like related species of Stone fish found in the Indian and Pacific Ocean
areas, including India, is the most venomous fish in the world, specially the Reef Stone fish which is
found in other places in the World too, apart from Australia. 3. Red Hand fish, shown on the 20c stamp
is endemic to Australia, and is in the IUCN classification listed as critically endangered. They are mainly
found in Tasmania. 4. Leafy Sea Dragon shown on the 33 cent stamp, is a colouful species of seahorse.
Itis found in the Southern and Western coast off Australia. The fish can easily camouflage themselves
in seaweeds, and is the marine emblem of South Australia. 5. Red Velvet Fish, is a species of ray-
finned fish, and is endemic to Australia. It is shown on the 40 cent stamp, and found in the inshore
waters of Southern and Western Australian waters. 6. The Stingaree shown on the 65 cent stamp, is
the common Stingaree, which is endemic to Australia and found in the sea and estuaries on the Eastern
coast .7. Shown on the 90 cent stamp is the Crab-eyed Goby, which is found only in Western Pacific
ocean areas, including Australia. Also called Twin-spot Goby, this about 3 cm long fish lives in the sand
and silt of lagoons or coastal bays of Australia, and is also sold to collectors by dealers of Tropical fish.

Australia’s long coastline provides a wide range of aquatic habitats. Therefore, among aquatic
mammals, are found 45 species of Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises in Australian waters, including 10
large whales, 20 smaller whales, 14 dolphins and 1 species of porpoise.

Within the Great Barrier Reef area, whales and dolphins are considered iconic species for some of
the Aboriginal and Torres Straits islanders who are the original residents of that area. For them the
Whale, called Mugga Mugga is the clan totem that connects them to their ancestral land and sea
country, and their ancestors too. About 30 species of whales and dolphins are found in what is
designated as the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area, the most sighted of which are the Dwarf
Minke Whale, Humpback Whales, and Bottlenose Dolphins. The Australian Environment Protection
and Bio-diversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) states that all whales, dolphins and porpoise are
protected within Australian waters. The 4 whale species shown on this WWF set issued by Australia
are specially of concern. They are :1. Blue Whale - endangered; 2. Southern Right Whale -
endangered; 3. Sei Whale- vulnerable; 4. Fin Whale - -vulnerable.

*» Australia
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Caption: Pen cancellations are an area of great concern for all philatelists, due to the reason one can see for
himself/herself by viewing the beautiful set on the left, where this se-tenant set of 4 stamps have been rendered
completely useless by being canceled with a pen. Fortunately, I have a duplicate, properly canceled set of
individual stamps, but that cannot replace a se-tenant, complete like the set we can see on the left. A philately-
oriented Blogger on X (formerly Twitter), Tagula Blue Stamps, calls it “the dreaded pen cancels”.

Australia has also listed the following Dolphins as endangered or vulnerable, due to which they are

shown on this W.W.F. stamps set: 1. Spotted Bottlenose Dolphin; 2. Hourglass Dolphin; 3. Southern
Right Whale Dolphin and 4. Dusky Dolphin.
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The 9 Australian stamps shown here feature colourful fishes and marine life found within the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park of Australia. Located off the N.E.Coast of Australia, the Great Barrier Reef is
more than 2,300 Km . long. This huge area with in the South Pacific Ocean, has more than 1,500
species of fishes and 360 species of corals. Some other stamps have also been issued by Australia to
honour this UNESCO World Nature Heritage site which shows such a high level of Marine Biodiversity.
Among the Coral fish seen on these stamps we can see Clown Anemone fishes, Coral Rabbit fish,
Regal Angel fish, Spotted Sweetlips, Clown Trigger fish and Golden Damsel fish (These are the fish
on the first 6 stamps shown here above , which were issued in 2010).The other 3 stamps show
corals and other marine fish which have a more wide spread base including presence in other
countries as well, including Flame angelfish , Potato Cod , Maori Wrasse and Flatback turtle. The
clown Anemone fish is widely known as it is present in many other Coral seas, and it was also made
famous because of the Disney animation Film “Finding Nemo” where it plays a leading role.

AUSTRALIAN BIOSPHERE RESERVES.

Unlike many other countries, including India, the UNESCO Biosphere Reserves in Australia are a
Public- Private joint venture, due to which reason they are currently limited to 5 UNESCO Biosphere
Reserves, out of which 3 are adjacent to each other in Queensland State. Since there private sector
partners involved, these Biosphere Reserves, which are prime tourist attractions, are closely
monitored, and re- certified from time to time.
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Details are as follows:
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1. Sunshine Coast Biosphere Reserves (Queensland): An entire coastal area, known as The Gold
Coast which is situated in Queensland State of Australia, had been declared a Biosphere Reserve in
June 2022. This Coast is famous for 5 Beach Resorts renown for surfing and other adventure sports.
This Biosphere Reserve is the latest to be added to the list in Australia. This Reserve has a total area
of 258,500 hectares, and includes protected land, marine areas and both urban and rural regions. The
Gold Coast houses about 200 threatened species. The list of threatened and near threatened wildlife
found here includes Koala (apart from forest fires and diseases ,Koalas killed by automobiles is an
area of conservation which concerns this Biosphere) ,Central Greater Glider, Grey headed Flying Fox,
Humpback Whale , Australian Humpback Dolphin, Dugong, Glossy black-Cockatoo, Albert’s Lyrebird,
Plumed Frogmouth, Australasian Bittern and Painted Snipe, and several seabirds, includes 4 species
of Albatross, 2 species of Giant-petrels ,and wedge- tailed Shearwater. Turtles like Logger and Green,
Estuary Stingray, 2 species of Crayfishes, 3 species of butterflies and moths and 7 types of frogs, are
conserved here. There are also about 120 threatened plant species.

2. Great Sandy Biosphere Reserves (Queensland): This reserve was established in 2009, and is
home to the world’s richest and tallest rain forest growing on sand. This reserve also incorporates the
largest Sand Island and coastal sand mass in the world. This area is home to one of the last coastal
population of Emus, and large population of green catbirds, regent bower birds, pale yellow robins etc.
and thereby almost half of Australia’s bird species can be seen here. Itis a critical habitat for more than
totally 7000 species of Flora and Fauna, some of which are rare or endangered.

3. Noosa Biosphere Reserve (Queensland): This Biosphere is designed for avid birdwatchers, fauna
and flora enthusiasts and nature photographers to see as much wildlife as possible and share their
common interests. The UNESCO Noosa Biosphere Reserve is a unique area where tropical and
temperate zones overlap, providing varied ecosystems which include Mangroves, Wallum, Wet and
Dry Eucalyptus forests and rain forests. 40% of Australia’s bird species are found in this area (when
added to the adjacent Great Sandy Biosphere), which adds upto some 304 species including Migratory
wader species. Other fauna species include Eastern Grey kangaroo, Koala, Grey-headed flying fox,
Echidna, Brush-tail possum, Ring-tail possum, Platypus, Carpet python. Noosa is rich in biodiversity,
as there are 3-4 locations that include subtropical rain forest tree species like bunya pine, piccabeen
palms, towering Eucalyptus stands etc. Species of this rain forest region include Wompoo fruit-dove,
Sulphur-crested cockatoo, Australian king parrot, Bell miner bird, Whip bird, Peregrine falcon to name
just a few. Conondale National Park, which is part of this reserve, is known for its pristine beauty of
vast and varied landscape, from rain forest gullies over topped by Eucalpyt stands. Conondale
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avifauna reflects the special diversity of this area. The forest contains over a quarter of Queensland's
wildlife, including 242 species of birds, with 22 of them labeled as rare and endangered species.

4. Fritzgerald Biosphere Reserve (Western Australia): This Biosphere covers an area of 329,039
hectares of diverse botanical regions. It became an UNESCO reserve in 1978 ,and is situated in
Western Australia. It features more than 1800 species of plants, with 75 being unique to this region,
184 bird species, 22 mammal species, 41 types of reptiles, and 12 types of frogs.

5. Mornington Peninsula and Western Port Biosphere Reserve (Victoria): This Biosphere was
formed in November 2002, in the State of Victoria. It also supports migratory birds from China and
Japan, which include about 10,000 waders and 10,000 ducks and swans, as they visit this Reserve in
large numbers during the season. It also has rich invertebrate fauna of about 1,380 species. It has an
area of 214, 048 hectares., and 60 species of Orchids and 10 species of eucalypti are found in this
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Among the many UNESCO National Heritage sites in Australia, which have not become UNESCO
Biosphere Reserves, is the Lord Howe island UNESCO National Heritage Park, which was added
to the Heritage List in 2007. Lord Howe Island (a view shown on this Australian stamp), is located
almost midway in between Australia and New Zealand, in the Tasman Sea, and is part of New South
Wales, AUSTRALIA. This island’s Lagoon has the southernmost Coral Reefs found in the World, and
many varieties of wild life which is endemic to it, as it has s sub-tropical forests, much like New Guinea
and New Caledonia islands. There are many rare plants, with 44 % being endemic to this island,
especially on the cloud covered and misty mountain tops found here. There are 13 endemic birds on
this island like the Lord Howe Parakeet, Lord Howe Fantail and the almost extinct Lord Howe Wood
hen, which bird has since been revived in their numbers, after elimination of rodents that had come
from visiting ships. etc.

Only one original native mammal remains on this island, which is the Large Forest Bat, which gives
this island a relationship to New Zealand, as we will see in Part Ill of this article.

Among fishes and corals, there are about 490 fish species which have been recorded out of which
13 are endemic, including. The Lord Howe Coral fish (a New Zealand stamp is shared here, showing
this fish. This stamp is a peel and stick / self- adhesive stamp from a sheetlet of New Zealand stamps
on their Marine Life called “Beyond The Coast”. A few other stamps have been used from this sheetlet
in sections further down, including Part Ill of this article.) and 60% of the fish are tropical, since many
of them migrate down south with the currents from the North. Most of these fish come from locations
within the Great Barrier Reef, along with the Ocean Current. Over 80 species of coral are found in this
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Another of the isolated islands that lies within the territory of Australia, is the sub-Antarctic
Macquarie island UNESCO World Heritage Site, which is administratively within the State of
Tasmania. It lies about 1500 Kms. south east of Tasmania. It is the only place on Earth where rocks
from the Earth’s mantle are actively exposed above sea level. It is tree less, but included grasses and
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many species of moss. A se-tenant set of 4 stamps issued by Australian Antarctica Territory is shared
here, and another one issued by Australian Antarctica Territory showing the Royal Penguin is also
shown. This block of 4 stamps was to be issued in June 2010, but was finally issued in October,
because the Postal Department was waiting for the revision of first-class postal rates to 60 cents the 4
stamps in the se-tenant set show the following: (from left top) 1. The endemic cabbage flower; 2.
Mawson Point Stacks; 3. Caroline cave (which are sea caves found on this and other sub-Antarctic
islands); and 4. Southern Elephant Seal. The MS also shows the position of this island, with the name
written in big letters.

Avafralian Antacctic erritory -
AR RREA LS VWA LN WIS AR L WA A

This island and environments were designated a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1997. This island
is important as it is the only known breeding site of the Royal Penguin, and about 25 other bird species
are found there which includes certain species of Albatross, Petrel and Macquarie Shag (See 27 cents
A.A.T. stamp).

Wild life in Macquarie island, like many other offshore islands of Australia and New Zealand, have
suffered the consequence of both introductions, and later a controlled eradication of non- native
species of wild life in this ecosystem. The details are discussed here as it is connected to the
important subject about understanding the threat to wild life in such offshore islands, and other
localities like the Alpine areas of both countries, by introduced species.

Rabbits were introduced as a food source around 1870 on this island, but within a century they had
multiplied so much that their grazing was destroying the native vegetation. In 1970 therefore, a process
of eradication started for this, as had already successfully tried out on the mainland of Australia, by
introducing the deadly Myxoma virus. This reduced rabbit numbers by 80%, but it deprived the islands
feral cats, another introduced species, of their regular food supply. Therefore, they started eating the
native birds. As a consequence, in between 1985 and 2000, a cat eradication program was
undertaken, but without cats around, rabbits exploded in numbers once more, and this island native
vegetation was as good as destroyed. Now a more balanced program is underway.

Both the above-mentioned isolated islands are in fact nearer the coast of New Zealand than
Australia.

Apart from the Biosphere Reserves, Australian National Parks and UNESCO National Heritage
(Natural) Sites, are other places which are helping conserve the threatened Wild life of Australia. Here
under are Australian stamps showing 7 Australian National Parks, and 6 stamps issued by The United
Nations, featuring Australian UNESCO World Heritage sites. (United Nations have issued stamps, in
sets of 6, for many nations including USA, Russia, Italy, China, Japan etc. or Continents like South
America, honouring their UNESCO Heritage Sites over many different years. For India, the UN set of
6 features only one of the about 47 UNESCO Heritage Sites in India, which is the Taj Mahal, for which
the UN stamp set that was issued, shows 6 different views of this prestigious site.)
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Caption. The above postage stamps issued by Australia show the following: (from left to right and then
downwards): 1. Port Campbell National Park (Victoria); 2. Uluru National Park (Northern Territory.)
3. Royal National Park (New South Wales); 4. Mount Field National Park (Tasmania); 5. Girrawoen National
Park (Queensland); Flinders Ranges National Park (South Australia);
and Nambung National Park (Western Australia.);

Caption: The UNESCO World Heritage Sites stamps issued for Australian natural Heritage geographical
areas, are as follows (from left to right)- 1. Wet Tropical areas of Queensland; 2. The Great Barrier Reef;
3.The Tasmanian Wilderness;4. Kakadu National Park (Northern Territory); 5. Willandra Lakes Region
(New South Wales); 6. Uluru (Kata Tjuta) National Park (Northern Territory).

Fortunately, both Australian and New Zealand have issued a considerable number of stamps
on geographical features, as these features and climate zones support the wild life diversity we
find in both these countries. A large number of these stamps have been shared in all three parts
of this article. The section on wild life and supporting landscapes of New Zealand follows and,
includes the many beautiful stamps issued by New Zealand.

The third part of this article will also continue with the theme of rare and endangered animals
of New Zealand, which is starting from the section here under.
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NEW ZEALAND

New Zealand’s landmass benefited from its splendid isolation, as wild life, like birds that did not fly,
prospered as there were neither carnivorous mammals, nor invasive species that effected their growth
or killed them when New Zealand’s wild life was developing. However, unlike Australia, New Zealand
had almost nil Mammals, and very little endemic local marine life.

The beautiful, relatively untouched landscapes of New Zealand, and their few exotic, and endemic
wild life are well captured on their postage stamps, and therefore this article tries to capture these
features to the full.

Another thing that is unique about New Zealand is that modern research has proved that New
Zealand sits on a Continental Mass, with the bulk of the continent plate being under water, and what is
visible are the main islands of New Zealand and the smaller, neighbouring islands. Therefore, this
Continent, which has been named Zealandia by some, can be called the 8" Continent of Earth. It was
originally a part of Gondwana land mass, but today 94% of this Continental area is submerged. The
continent’s (some however label it as a micro-continent) area, which includes the underwater area that
can be taken as the continent shelf, is 6 times the area of Madagascar, which also was once a part of
the Gondwana land mass, and this Continent, although mostly lying under water is more than half the
area of the Australian continent.

With the arrival of Polynesians from the Central Pacific from about 1300 A.D. followed by
Europeans from 1769 A.D., many invasive species were introduced either accidentally or deliberately,
to the detrimental of native flora and fauna, which is why there are so many threatened species in this
country. These introduced wild life include mice and cats. In fact, all domesticated animals found here
on the farms, and many urban areas, are introduced from outside.

One of the victims of the Polynesian settlements in this new land, were the now extinct flightless
Moa bird, which are related to Emu’s and Ostriches. They had about 9 species, the largest of which
was 12 feet tall and called Giant Moa. (shown on the stamp here). It is estimated that the Moa
population could have been about 2.5 million before human settlement had started. (The flightless,
now extinct Dodo bird of Mauritius, which were about the size of a chicken, was another victim of
explorers and sailors who passed through Mauritius on their voyages in between Europe and Asia.)

NEW ZEALAND BIRDS

The native Kiwi, are among the threatened wild life of this country. The Kiwi is considered the non-
official national symbol of New Zealand. They are featured on many New Zealand stamps, some of
which are shared here, including the very interesting round definitive stamps. The first round Kiwi was
introduced from October 1988. The Maori motif around the circle around the Kiwi, represents the
Kowhai flower - which symbolizes the cycle of Birth and Death for the Maori.
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There are 3 species of Kiwi, out of which the widest spread is the Brown Kiwi, showing which a
stamp (with face value of 40c) is shared here. It is the lone survivor of Northern Island Kiwis. There are
3 sub-species, which have been shifted to offshore islands specially Steward island, so they are safe
from predators. The little spotted Kiwi, which is shown on the second stamp ($ 10), is now confined to
some parts of Southern Island and some isolated offshore islands, but till 1875 had been spotted on
the Northern Island too. The Third Kiwi Species is the Great Spotted Kiwi, which is less effected than
the other two and is now thriving in the forests in the Southern Island of New Zealand.

At the initial stage. W.W.F. stamps did not follow the present rule of depicting only one of the
threatened animals in a W.W.F. stamp set of 4. Therefore, New Zealand had brought out this
comprehensive W.W.F. stamps set, depicting their threatened species, which range from those on the
North islands to the remote, isolated islands that form New Zealand territory towards the continent of

Antarctica in the south. They are (from the stamp on top left to the right and down). Yellow eyed
Penguin, Hector’s

5 NEW ZEALAND
N = NEW ZEALAND
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Dolphin and N.Z.Fur Seal on the first stamp; a bird called Taiko, a flower named Mount Cook Lily
and the Blue Duck on the 2"d stamp; Giant snail, a bird called Rock Wren and the Hamilton’s Frog on
the third stamp; and the rare Kaka parrot , Chatham’s Island Pigeon and an insect called Giant Weta,
on the 4™ stamp in this se-tenant stamp set of N.Z.. Many of these rare species are found in the 3
UNESCO National Heritage Park sites, which includes the many isolated New Zealand Sub-Antarctic
Islands which form one of these 3 National Heritage Park where islands like Snares, Antipode and
Campbell are located. These islands also are the home of many other endemic, rare and endangered
wild life, details of which are found in Part Ill of this article, further down.

Birds form the largest number of endemic wild life in New Zealand and neighbouring islands, and
many stamps have been issued about them. The Bird stamps shown here under are from the New
Zealand series on Health. For each of these stamps there is a surcharge added for this specific
purpose, the revenue from which surcharge is added to the Health Budget. The Caption here give
details of these local birds

Caption: (From left to right and then down):1. The New Zealand Kereru, a native wood pigeon-shown on the
3 penny face value stamps with a 1 penny health surcharge.; 2. The Grey Teal or Tete Moroiti or Tete, which
are wide spread, nomadic ducks, which frequent shallow waters. 3 The Kotuku, a White Heron, a N.Z. wetland
and river bird, which normally breeds in the Waitangiroto Nature Reserve, which is located on the west coast
of South Island of N.Z. 5. The New Zealand Falcon, called Karearea in local Maori language, is shown on the
Health stamp with face value of 3 penny and 1 penny surcharge .6. The New Zealand Bellbird, also known as
Korimako or Komako by the native Maoris, is an endemic Honeyeater species of bird, which is widely
appreciated as a songbird. 7. Weka, or the endemic Maori hen or Woodhen is a species of Rail, which is about
the size of a chicken. 8. On this 4-penny face value with one penny Health surcharge stamp is shown the only
species of Fantail in N.Z. also called Piwakawaka in Maori. Among the 4 sub-species of this bird,
one is found in the isolated Chatham island.
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Caption: This bird shaped M.S. features 3 of New Zealand’s threatened but well-known birds. From left . they
are :1. The brown Kiwi, most of which survive on offshore islands which are free of predators, or in nature
reserves on the mainland. 2.The Takahe was though to be extinct even before white men came to New Zealand,
but since then, from 1948, a small, heavily guarded population has been found. It is a type of flightless
Swamphen, which was once wide spread on both the main Islands, but due to climate changes and predators
belonging to early Maori settlers, declined rapidly in numbers. (the bird whose shape has been used for the
M.S. is this Takahe bird) 3. This bird is called a Kakapo, and is a type of flightless parrot, which had grown up
in a mild climatic and predator free environment, before man introduced predators, and also non-native
animals, competed with it for food resources. The only remaining population is found in the Fjorlands of S.W.
areas of South Island, till 1980, after which they are now found in only well protected off shore islands. For
this reason, the Kakapo is shown also on the 4 stamps W.W.F. set issued by New Zealand and shown here.
Another endemic Bird shown here is the Spotted Shag (shown on the lone 60 ¢ stamp), which is also called
Parekareka in Maori language. It breeds only on the coastline of New Zealand, and some of the off-shore
islands, including Steward island.

The “Tiki Tour” Map of New Zealand shown a few sections hereunder, in the form of a sheet-let
of 25 stamps , is an unique experiment in Philately ,as it shows, with help of graphic illustration on
stamps, the various industrial and agricultural activities, tourist attractions and wild life found in and
around New Zealand .This stamp sheet-let is accompanied by a poster where details of each of the 25
stamps (starting from top left) are given. The details of each stamp are not shared here, as only those
interesting stamps which deals with wild life and related geographical features of New Zealand are
detailed here from among these “Tiki Tour “stamps. For example, stamp no. 1 shows Cape Reinga
and its lighthouse, and Red Snapper fishes, which are popular fishes to catch for anglers; Stamp No.
2 shows Cape Brett and Hole in the Rock, and a place where Dolphins are sighted; Stamp No. 3 shows
the Maori legend of Maui snaring the Sun, while a white Heron is shown flying past etc. Some of the
other interesting stamps are as follows: stamp No. 6. Volcano at Rangitoto, Great Barrier Island,
Hauraki Gulf (where the greatly endangered Brydes Whale can be sighted in the Bay area earmarked
as a Maritime Park), and Sky Tower (the tallest building in Southern Hemisphere located in Auckland);
Stamp No.7. shows the area called Bay of Islands, where the biggest sized Marlin fish are caught,
making it an attraction for big Game Fishermen and related tourists. Stamp No. 12 shows Napier and
Hawke’s Bay, and Cape Kidnappers. This Cape is famous for Gannet bird colonies; Stamp No. 17
shows the endangered Mount Cook Lily; Mount Cook, and Franz Joseph and Fox glaciers locations
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(see section on TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK further here under, in Part 1l of this article, for more
details); stamps 18 & 19 shows where Red deer can be found, the location of New Zealand town of
Christchurch and neighbouring Pegasus Bay and the place famous for watching whales- the coast off
Kaikoura, where large groups of Sperm and Humpback Whales can be watched by tourists, Stamp 20
shows the offshore Chatham island, where one can catch Crayfish, and try and get a sighting of the
endangered Chatham Island Black Robin and endemic Chatham Island pigeon (which is already shown
on the earlier 45c WWF stamp); Stamp 21 shows the location of Milford Sound, and places where
activities like kayaking and skiing take place; Stamp 22 shows a profile outline of the endangered Kea
parrot and activities like “wings over Wanaka” (an airshow held every alternate year around Easter
when famous WWII aircraft put up an airshow), stamp 23 shows the rare ground parrot the Kakapo,
and the last stamp, no. 25 shows the offshore Steward island where the endemic Steward Island Shag
is found, and endangered sub-species of the Brown Kiwi. These are a few of the many activities and
sights shown on this stamp set. [Please note stamp no. 16 is a decorative stamp that forms part of the
Tiki Tour sheet-let and has no face value on it.]

Here are a few stamps related to the above mentioned geographical locations and wild life.
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Captions: Some of the beautiful New Zealand stamps which support/supplement the graphic type illustrations
given in the “Tiki Tour stamps “shown on the sheet-let here under, are shared here. The details for each of
these stamps are given in these captions (from left to right, and downwards.) 1. Cape Reinga and its
lighthouse. 2. Houraki Gulf / Bay Maritime Park. 3. Sky Tower, Auckland (tallest tower in Southern
Hemisphere.); 4. Cape Kidnappers (famous nesting place for Gannet birds, with one of these birds shown);5,
6, 7, ,8,9 & 10- Many view of the Kaikoura coast and some of the whales one can view there; 11 & 12- Stamps
showing some of highlights in the history, and native culture, of the offshore Chatham Islands on the 40c and
80 ¢ stamps, for the Bi-centenary of its discovery by westerners. 13. The endemic Chatham island Black Robin;
14. The endangered, carnivorous , Kea parrot ( which was perhaps the only carnivorous animal among the
original, endemic creatures of New Zealand) ; 15. The endangered Kakapo (which is now found only in the
offshore islands of this country.);16. A scene from offshore Stewart Island , which also shows a profile of one of
the rare sub- species of the Brown Kiwi , which is found there. 17, 18, & 19 - A stamp showing the Bay of
Islands area, which is famous for anglers who wish to catch the “‘fighting” Marlin fish found there. Two
Australian stamps showing Marlins are also shared.

Please note many more stamps related to the Tiki Tour nature locations and wild life, are shared
in the sections here under, in Part Il of this article, where the subject of New Zealand’'s UNESCO
National Heritage parks is elaborated, and illustrated with many other New Zealand stamps, which are

related closely to the Heritage sites.

To be continued.. ..

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.103/September 2024 29



APEX-2024

By P. Mohanachandran Nair

The 4™ stamp exhibition organized by Ananthapuri Philatelic Association (APA) was held at
Vivekananda Hall, Thiruvananthapuram from 16" to 18" August 2024. The exhibition also
commemorated the 100" issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin. The exhibition was inaugurated by our
Chief Guest, Dr. Vishnu Ambareesh M S, APMG (BD & Philately), who cut the ribbon and lit the lamp,
marking the official opening of the exhibition. The inaugural function was held on 16 August at 10.30
pm. APA President Shri. R K Rajasekharan presided over the meeting. Shri. P. Mohanachandran
Nair, Secretary of the Association delivered a warm welcome speech, setting the tone for the event.
He welcomed the guests, participants, dealers and fellow philatelists, emphasizing the significance of
the exhibition. In the presidential address Shri. R K Rajasekharan remembered the past history of
APA. He also remembered the membership campaign which was going on during the exhibition period.
During the inaugural function our life member Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar was felicitated by the association
for his outstanding contributions, dedication and passion for philately. The Association honoured him
with a shawl, memento and a bouquet recognizing his tireless efforts in promoting philately. Shri. Ajith,
Senior Postmaster, Thiruvananthapuram GPO was another guest who released the souvenir “Anantha
Nadam” on the occasion. Shri. Jacob Philip, Treasurer APA proposed the vote of thanks, expressing
sincere gratitude to all the guests, organizers, Department of Posts, participants, dealers and
volunteers. He acknowledged the efforts of everyone involved in making the event a success. He also
thanked the financial contributors.

A diverse range of philatelic exhibits were displayed in 80 frames showcasing rare and unique
stamps, covers and postal history. The exhibits also featured various themes including birds, wild
animals, fishes, butterflies etc. In addition to these 80 frames a large display of G | tags were organized
in the upstairs of the exhibition hall which was very educative and appreciated by many people. Of the
total exhibits 16 frames were in the competitive class of one frame exhibits. Three exhibits from seniors
and two exhibits from juniors were recognized and awarded. The first prize to seniors went to Capt.
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Vijay Wadhwa for his exhibit Evolution of a Beak. Second prize went to Shri. R Mohan for his exhibit
‘I am too late” and third prize went to Shri. Gauresh Mehra for the exhibit “Kourou to Comets via
Darmtadt”. Cash prizes of Rs.3000, Rs.2000 and Rs.1000 were given to the winners along with
certificates and mementos. Mementos were sponsored by Shri. Piyush Khaitan, life member of APA
under the Khaitan Foundation. Under junior category the first prize was given to Ms. Jaagruthi N Adka
for her exhibits “Olympics - Birds Eye View” and second prize went to Ms. B. Shruthika for her exhibits
“Geographical Indication - Tagged Products of Kerala”. Both were given with certificates and
mementos. Shri. Ghouse Ali Zameer was the juror, assisted by Shri. Jagannath Mani.

Capt. Vijay Wadhwa R Mohan Gauresh Mehra Jaagruthi N Adka B. Shruthika
Senior 15 Prize Senior 2" Prize Senior 3 Prize Junior 15t Prize Junior 2™ Prize

On the second day Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar conducted a class on the theme “A Philatelic Journey
to Antarctica”. In the afternoon he conducted a spot quiz among visitors. Small philatelic gifts and
chocolates were given to the winners.

India Post opened a Philatelic Counter in the venue. Also 18 other dealers from different parts of
the country took stalls.

Over 2500 visitors attended the exhibition during the three-day event. Other States philatelists
from Chennai, Madurai, Tiruchirappalli, Thanjavur, Bangalore, Mangalore and Goa were also visited
the exhibition. Visitors praised the quality and diversity of exhibits, as well as the overall organization
and display. Feedback indicated a high level of interest in philately and desire for future exhibitions.
There was also positive feedback on the quality and contents of the souvenir published during the
event.

During the exhibition a life membership campaign was going on. A discount of 1/3 membership
fees was given to the new members and APA could add 47 new life members within 3 days.

Valediction function was held at 4.30 pm on 18" August 2024. Prizes and certificates to participants
and dealers were given by the President of APA at the function.

Thus APEX-2024 was a resounding success, showcasing the best of philately and attracting large

and enthusiastic visitors. The event demonstrated the strength and passion of the philatelic community
and set a high standard for future exhibitions.
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New Issues from Other Countries

NETHERLANDS

Anton Pieck
(Stamp Booklet)

Nostalgie

Terug in de tijd

&

Issued on 16.08.2024

FRANCE CURACAO

80 Years since the landing in Provence Colourful Curacao

issued on 16.08.2024

Issued on 16.08.2024
ISLE OF MAN

150" Anniversary of the UPU
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ROMANIA
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BELGIUM

Olympic Medal Set

Issued on 27.08.2024
Courtesy: Wopa+
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AMSIPEX-25

AIR MANL SOCIETY
INDWA FOUNDATION
e
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Patronage Jointly Sponsored by Jointly Sponsored by Member of FISA
N
P |C@?>s 2
]} \EISA/)
Philatelic Congress of India American Air Mail Society  Royal Belgian Philatelic Society A..:» and Astrophilatetic so::u

AMSIPEX-25

1st International Virtual Aerophilatelic & Astrophilatelic Exhibition
15-23 February 2025
www.amsipex.com

Brought to you by the Air Mail Society India Foundation (AMSI)
To celebrate World Air Mail Day (18 February each year)

Updated announcement dated 3rd Sept. 2024
Exhibition Regulation (IREX) uploaded on our website

Click here for IREX

Entries will open by early September 2024 and close by 25th November 2024.

We will accept entries in Aerophilately and Astrophilately class as follows:

1. Competitive Class:
. 5frame and 8 frame

« 1frame

2. Literature class
3. Special section for youth collectors in 3 age groups.

4. Special section for novice exhibitors with 1, 3 or 5 frame exhibits.

Entries will be open to exhibitors from across the world.
Special prizes for members of AMSI in each category

Note: Patronage of the Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) for our event means that
medals awarded in AMSIPEX-25 will be recognised by PCI for future Virtual
exhibitions. We will update our website at a later date in case we succeed in

obtaining additional recognition.

Join AMSI

Anyone interested in becoming a member of AMSI can join by visiting our website
www.airmailsocietyindia.org
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New Special Covers

FYRELUn se P 1900 I e e

EFIRO ROMANIA : 17 April 2024
EFIRO Romania 2024 International Stamp Exhibition
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BENGALURU : 26 July 2024
2024 Summer Olympics, Paris

GANDHINAGAR : 12 August 2024
Dak Sewa - Jan Sewa

Tl

MATHURA : 24 August 2024
Shri Krishna Janmashtami

SILCHAR : 25 August 2024
Mahatma Gandhi’s Silcha Visit

S i wew by Yy Y NT LS ST I
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" NAGPUR : 09 August 2024
Gond Tribal Painting on Tusser Silk

SILCHAR : 24 August 2024
Kachari Ruins, Kaspur

Shri Khar Jain Swetamber Murti Pujak Sangh &
Religious Trust
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New Special Cancellations

Paris 2024 Olympics
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Forthcoming Events

CHINA 2024

40" Asian International Stamp Exhibition will be held at the Shanghai Exhibition Centre from 29t
November to 3" December 2024. The event holds particular significance as it commemorates both
the 75" anniversary of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China and the 50" anniversary of the
founding of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately. The exhibition is under FIAP Patronage and FIP
recognition and is expected a display of around 1600 frames.

Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkaar is the National Commissioner
(Mobile: 9766310553 Email: pratisadn@gmail.com)

Mr. Rajesh Paharia is the Assistant Commissioner
(Mobile:9351716969 Email: shreetotal@gmail.com)

URUGUAY 2025

FIP patronaged Specialized World Stamp Exhibition with a capacity of 2000 display frames will be
held from 17 to 22 February 2025, to celebrate the 200 years of the declaration of independence of
Uruguay. The last date for applying is 15 September 2024.

The National commissioner is: Parvesh Kumar Gupta
(Mobile: 9810628387 Email: maachisO01@gmail.com)
Assistant Commissioner is: Raunak Dutta

(Mobile: 9830146836 Email: raunak.duttal990@yaho0.in)

MELBOURNE 2025

The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne,
Australia will be held in 2025.

MB!% 20225 For more details: https://melbourne2025.com.au/

b e o o Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp +919351716969)
Email: shreetotal@gmail.com

EUROPHILEX-2025

The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held
at Birmingham. The extended dates of European Philatelic Exhibition will be on
8" to 11" May 2025. This is the first time ever, Britain has decided to move its
international exhibition out of London. Birmingham is the country’s second city,
which is located in the centre of England, surrounded by a massive population
and several other large cities.

For more details: https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
BOSTON-2026

BOSTON 2026 The FIP Patronaged 12" International Philatelic Exhibition of the United States
gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition Center

(BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026.
WORLD EXPO For more details: https://boston2026.org/
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INPEX-2025

The Philatelic Congress of India (PCI), NationalPhilatelic Federation, is going to organise and hold
the National Philatelic Exhibition INPEX-2025 between January-March 2025 (Details awaited)

AMSIPEX 25

The Airmail Soceity of India Foundation (AMSI) is conducting its 15t online International Aero &
Astrophilatelic exhibition during 15 to 23 February 2025. Entries for following classes will be accepted.

1. Competitive Class:
5 frame and 8 frame
1 frame

. Literature Class
. Special section for youth collectors with 2-3 frame exhibits
. Special section for novice exhibitors with 2-3 frame exhibits

A WN

More details awaited.

Philatelic Links Disclaimer
This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among

philatelists, free of cost. The contents of this bulletin are

WWW.p.rayagph|IateIICSOC|ety.org based on the information obtained from reliable sources.
WWW'S'p‘?'ne“n Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of
www.phila-art.com the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability
www.indianairmails.com or completeness of the information.
www.bharatexotics.com
www.worldwide-mint.com
www.indiamintstamp.com
www.philamart.com
www.collectorbazar.com Rainbow Stamp News: Vol. XVIl. No.200 (August 2024)
www.stampsofindia.com Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com The Hyderabad Philatelists: Vol.60 No.6 & 7 (June &
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com July. 2022)

. . Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023)
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com Vadophil: N0.175, 176, 177 (July 2023 - January 2024)

www.indianphilately.net Filacap — online. No0.258 (August 2024)

www.exponet.info The Fila Capsule No.6 (May-June 2024)
www.indiapost.gov.in

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com

Acknowledgement:

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com Awards won
www.indiastudycircle.org

www.vadophil.org BRASILIA 2017: Bronze
www.indianphilatelics.com INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze
www.mintageworld.com KERAPEX 2019: Silver
https://dharaastamps.co.in PWO EXPO 2022: Silver
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting)

https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ AMRITPEX 2023: Silver
www.philcent.com
www.bidcurios.com
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

RULES AND REGULATIONS

The vision: To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged
in this Association

The mission:
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately,
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli
quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India

MEMBERSHIP FEE:

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/-
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only).

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1St April to 315t March.

2. LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable
in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/-
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).

Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18
years and paying the full membership fee.

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the
subscription within three months from the due date (1t April) shall cease to be a member.

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of
entrance.

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account. Account Name: ANANTHAPURI
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION. Account No: 32270854728 Bank: State Bank of India Branch:
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBINO003826.

MONTHLY MEETING: We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road,
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram. Members attending the monthly
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue.

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM,
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948)
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSQCIATION

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Reg No.: T-614/12
(Affiliated to Philatelic Congress of India)

Name in Capital Letters:

Date of Birth: Age: Affix Photo

Permanent Address: n CL?:: of
Membership

Address for Communication:

Email ID:

Telephone No: Mobile No:

Type of Membership: | | Annual Membership

D Life Membership

Area of Interest:

DECLARATION

| have read the rules and regulations (over leaf) of the Association and |
promise to abide by them.

Date: ...ooooviiiiiii Signature of the Applicant

For Office Use:

Admitted on:

Membership No:

40

Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta,
Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036
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