
 

 

ANANTHAPURI 

STAMP BULLETIN
 
 

VOL: VI  OCTOBER  2024  ISSUE 104 
 

MONTHLY DIGITAL MAGAZINE OF ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



                                                           Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.104/October 2024 

 

 

2 

 



 

 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.104/October 2024 

 

 

3 

 

 

STAMP BULLETIN 
 

MONTHLY DIGITAL MAGAZINE OF ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 
 

 

Vol. VI   
Issue No.104 
October 2024 

 
 

 

Editor & Designer 
Mohanachandran Nair 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

GOVERNING COUNCIL OF APA 
 

PRESIDENT 

R K Rajasekharan 

Mobile: 9447413056 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Dr. S Satheesh 

Mobile: 9447104460 

 

SECRETARY 

P Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile: 9387801948 

 

JT. SECRETARY 

Hentry Smith Kumar 

Mobile: 9446284942 

 

TREASURER 

Jacob Philip 

Mobile:9446139132 

 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 

C Krishnankutty Nair 

Saktiraj Karthikeyan 

E Soorej Kumar 

R Mohan 

Mohankumar S 

Jeevan P Nair 

 

 

We meet every first Sunday 

in Hotel Poorna, 

Statue, Thiruvananthapuram 

at 2.30 p.m.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTENTS 

 

Cover - 150 Years of UPU 1 

Editorial 4 

New Indian Issues 5 

News in Brief 7 

Stamp of the Month 13 

UPU - Celebrating 150 Years of Connecting the World 15 

150 Years of UPU (1874-2024) 19 

The Unusual &Threatened Wild Life of Australia & New Zealand 24 

Olympics - A Philatelic Journey 37 

New Issues from Other Countries 45 

New Special Covers 49 

New Special Cancellations & PPCs 51 

Forthcoming Events 52 

Philatelic Links 54 

 

Advertisements 

 

Phila Art      2 

Post Horn 12 

Bharat Exotics  50 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                           Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.104/October 2024 

 

 

4 

 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
      Every year, National Postal Week is celebrated from 9th Oct to 15th Oct, starting 
with World Post Day on 9th Oct, to honour this integral service of the postal system. It is 
celebrated every year to highlight the importance of postal services in connecting 
people, supporting businesses, and contributing to global communication. World Post 
day is celebrated on 9th October to commemorate the establishment of Universal Postal 
Union (UPU) in 1874 
 
      As we mark the 150th anniversary of the UPU this year,  the philatelic community 
should come together to honour a legacy that has revolutionized global communication. 
Since its inception, the UPU has bridged geographical divides, fostering international 
cooperation and connecting people across the world. 
 
      As philatelists, we have to cherish the UPU's contributions to our hobby. The diverse 
array of stamps issued by member countries has captivated collectors worldwide, telling 
stories of culture, history, and national pride. The UPU's anniversary is a testament to 
the power of philately to unite people across borders.  Come, let us also join in 
celebrating 150 years of unity and connectivity 
 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 
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INDIA-ROMANIA JOINT STAMP ISSUE 

 
 

  
Denominations: Rs.50.00 + 50.00 

Issued on 17.9.2024 
 

Miniature Sheet 
Denominations: Rs.100.00 

Issued on 17.9.2024 
 
 
 

 
DIAMOND JUBILEE OF RAJBHASHA 

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF AKKINENI 
NAGESWARA RAO 

 

  
Denominations: Rs.5.00 

Issued on 14.9.2024 
 

Denominations: Rs.5.00 
Issued on 20.9.2024 
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Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 

Thiruvananthapuram 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com  

Mobile: 9387801948 

 

 

 

Anantha Nadam, 
 

a well reputed souvenir from 
Ananthapuri Philatelic 

Association 

 

 

Whether you are a budding or seasoned collector, this book is an invaluable 
resource for anyone passionate about philately 

This centenary 
commemorative 

edition features a 
collection of selected 

articles from  
the renowned 

philatelists, stories 
and memories that 

have been cherished 
by our readers  
over the years. 

Editor: P. Mohanachandran Nair 
Size: D¼ (28 x 22)  

Pages: 140 in colour 
 
 

Price: Rs.400. + Rs.70. (Shipping charges) 
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PCI PHILATELIC TRUST RECONSTITUTED 

 
      The PCI Philatelic Trust was registered as a not-for-profit trust on 12th March 1992 with Mr. D. N. 
Jatia and Mr. P. M. Medhora as the original trustees. Over the years, eminent philatelists like Mr. D. 
M. Mehta, Mr. P. Gupta, Mr. Ajeet Singhee, Mrs. D. M Pittie etc. have also served as trustees. On 
15th March 2024, the board of trustees was reconstituted, and the following were appointed: 
 

• Mr. Piyush Khaitan – Chairman 
• Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkar – Secretary & Treasurer 
• Mr. Madhukar Deogawanka 
• Mr. Santosh M.S. 

 
      After being reconstituted, the trust has been engaged in organizing old records, activating the 
bank account, completing financial audit for FY 23-24, filing tax returns and reviving registration 
under section 80g & 12a for Income Tax exemption etc. A clear medium-term strategy, and current 
year action plan has been prepared and approved. We will be setting up a website and publishing 
more information about us shortly. 

 
      The charitable objects for which the Trust was established are:- 
a. To promote the study, research, and dissemination of knowledge of and relating to philately. 
b. Without prejudice to the generality of the above paragraph (a) 

i. to promote or assist in the study, research, and dissemination of knowledge of and relating 
to postage stamps, postal stationery, and postal history including macrophilately, 
traditional philately, aerophilately, astrophilately, maximaphily, thematic philately, and 
fiscal philately. 

ii. to organize or assist in the organisation of exhibitions, seminars, lectures, courses, 
workshops, and schools on philately. 

iii. to provide or assist in the provision of financial assistance for the organization of 
exhibitions, seminars, lectures, courses, workshops, and schools on philately. 

iv. to publish articles, journals, brochures, pamphlets, books, and other literatures and to 
produce audio-visual or such other programmes on philately. 

v. to provide or assist in the provision of financial assistance for the study, research, and 
publication of articles, journals, brochures, pamphlets, books, and other literatures and to 
produce audio-visual or such other programmes on philately. 

vi. to establish, support, or provideassistance for the establishment of libraries of philatelic 
literature, philatelic museums, and reference collections for encouraging research and 
dissemination of knowledge about philately. 

vii. to institute, offer, award, and give medals prizes, or scholarships for encouragement of 
research in philately or 
other meritorious work in pursuance of the objects of the trust. 

 
      It was decided that the trust will start providing financial assistance to deserving initiatives that 
fall within the objects of the trust. The Trust have set aside Rs. 60,000 to be disbursed in FY 2024-
25 in total with no single project getting more than half of this sum. It is Trust’s intention to support 
2-3 causes this year. The Trust also plan to mobilise additional resources and increase the grant 
amount in FY 2025-26. 
 
      Applications are invited for these grants in the specified format appended herewith.  Any one 
interested can send the application by email to pratisadn@gmail.com before 31st October 2024. 
 

News in Brief 
 

mailto:pratisadn@gmail.com
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  NEW PHILATELIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
      The following members of Philatelic Congress of India (PCI), National Federation have been 
appointed as members of Philatelic Advisory Committee (PAC) by Govt. of India, Ministry of 
Communication, Department of Posts to advise the Government on issues relating to stamps and 
philately. 

 
1. Mr. Madhukar Deogawanka, President Elect - PCI 
2. Mr. Rajesh Kumar Bagri, Hon. Secretary General - PCI 
3. Mr. Reddy G. Anil Kumar, Vice President -PCI 
 
      The Committee, consisting of renowned persons from all over India, Members of Parliament / 
Rajya Sabha, is chaired by Honble Minister of Communications 
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MEDAL OF APPRECIATION 
 
      The Federation International de Philatelie (FIP) has approved the awarding 
of the FIP Medal of Appreciation for exceptional jury service to Shri. Ajeet Raj 
Singhee.  The Philatelic Congress of India took the effort and submitted the 
proposal to FIP. The medal would be presented to him at the next FIP 
patronage exhibition where he will be serving as a jury.  This is the 8th such 
medal being awarded in the world and he would be 8th to receive. 
Congratulations Shri. Ajeet Singhee. 
 
 
CURRENCY MUSEUM POSTCROSSING MEETUP 
 
      The recent meetup on 25th August, 2024 at Rezwan Razack's Museum of Indian Paper Money 
was a memorable event, bringing together around 20 passionate individuals with a shared interest 
in philately and paper money. The event was conducted by Mrs. Reshma P V and handled by 
Vasanth Kumar A and Ch. Praneeth Sai, ensuring a smooth and engaging experience for all 
attendees. 
 

   
 

      Participants were treated to an enlightening guided tour of the museum, led by the curator, Mr. 
Murali Thantry. His deep knowledge and engaging storytelling brought the rich history of Indian 
paper money to life, making the visit both educational and enjoyable. The tour also provided a unique 
opportunity to connect with fellow enthusiasts and exchange insights about the fascinating world of 
currency and philately. 
 
      The organisers made a heartfelt thanks to the museum authorities for their generous support in 
providing the venue free of charge, which greatly contributed to the success of this enriching 
experience. 
 
 
PCI JURY TRAINING BOOT CAMP 
 
      Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) conducted a Jury 
Training Boot Camp at Hotel Remee Grand, Pune on 10th & 
11th August, 2024. More than 20 philatelists participated in 
the camp.  The program was well planned and organized by 
PCI.  The efforts taken by PCI President Shri. Madhukar 
Deogawanka, Secretary General Shri. Rajesh Kumar Bagri 
and Joint Treasurer Shri. Pratisad Neurgaonkar was well 
appreciated.   
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PHILATELIC WORKSHOP AT KOTTAYAM 
 
      A Philatelic workshop was conducted at 
Sree Saraswathy Vidya Mandir, Kottayam, 
Kerala in Association with the Department of 
Posts and Kottayam Philatelic and Numismatics 
Society.  More than 90 students participated in 
the workshop and all applied for the coming 
Deen Dayal SPARSH Yojana Scholarship.  
These students are members of the School 
Philatelic Club conducted under the Social 
Studies Department and all are having PD 
Accounts with Kottayam Head Post office. 
 
 
STUDENTS OF MADRAS UNIVERSITY VISITED PHILATELIC BUREAU, CHENNAI 
 
      On 26 Sep 2024, a group of students from Madras University embarked on a visit to the Philatelic 
Bureau in Chennai as a precursor to World Postcard Day, to be celebrated on October 1st. The 
Philatelic Bureau, a hub for stamp and postcard enthusiasts, offered the students a unique 
opportunity to delve into the rich history of postal communication. 
 
      Upon arrival, the students were warmly welcomed by the staff of the Philatelic Bureau. They 
were guided through the bureau's collection, which showcased a diverse array of stamps, postcards, 
and related memorabilia. The students were particularly intrigued by the historical stamps that 
depicted significant events in India's history. 
 
      The highlight of the visit was a discussion on the significance of World Postcard Day. The 
students learned about the global movement to promote the use of postcards as a means of 
communication and cultural exchange. They were inspired to share their love of postcards with their 
friends and family, and to participate in the worldwide celebration. 
 

 
 
      The visit to the Philatelic Bureau was a resounding success. The students gained valuable 
insights into the history and culture of postal communication. They also had the opportunity to 
connect with like-minded individuals and develop a deeper appreciation for the art of postcard 
collecting. As they prepared for World Postcard Day, the students were eager to share their 
newfound knowledge and enthusiasm with the wider community. They also registered in 
Postcrossing and sent their first postcard. 
 

Courtesy: Dr. Jai Sakthivel 
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BUTTERFLY WORKSHOP IN MADURAI 
 
      The Post Graduate and Research Departments of Economics and Zoology of The American 
College in Madurai had jointly organized a workshop on butterfly and green initiatives in the college 
campus on September 24th 2024 to mark the ‘Big Butterfly Month Celebration’.  Dr. M. Swamiappan, 
professor of entomology and Registrar (Retd), Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore, who 
was the chief guest had highlighted important facts about butterflies, their role in green economy and 
he displayed his vast collection of butterfly stamps. 
 

       
 

      Dr. M. Davamani Christober, Principal and Secretary of American College, has said that it was the 
first time that the two departments-economics and zoology- had jointly organized a meeting and he 
spoke about the butterfly garden in the college campus. 

      Dr. E. Joy Sharmila, Head, PG and Research Department of Zoology, welcomed the gathering 
while Dr. G. Kannabiran, Head, UG Department of Economics, had proposed a vote of thanks. Dr. P. 
Velladurai, Head, UG Department of Zoology, Dr. M. Sheela and K. J. Dhananjeyan were among those 
present in this workshop along with students and staff where various issues related to butterflies and 
green initiatives were highlighted. 

PHILATELIC EXHIBITION AND QUIZ 
 
      A wonderful interactive Philatelic Exhibition, Talk and Quiz, session was held by Dr. M. R 
Rameshkumar on the topic "Scientists and Scientific Institutions of the Indian subcontinent” with the 
various school students of 5th, 6th and 7th standards of Schools in and around Margao on 21st 
September at the Fomento Amphitheater, Gomantak Vidya Niketan, Margao, Goa. Also gave away 
more than 120 Meghdoot Postcards to the students to write a letter from their nearest Post Office to 
Ramesh Kumar, on the stamps which they liked or on the hobby of stamp collection.  Ramesh Kumar 
received an excellent Memento from the President, Salil Khare, MVP.  
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
 

India - Scinde Dawk 
 

 

1852 red sealing wafer Scinde Dawk stamp 

Country of production: Sindh 
Location of production: Die produced by De La Rue, London 
Date of production: 1852 
Nature of rarity: Very rare 
No. in existence: Less than 100 
Face value: one-half anna 

Scinde Dawk 

      Scinde Dawk was a runner-based postal system that served the Indus Valley of Sindh, which is 
now in Pakistan. The phrase also alludes to Asia's first adhesive postage stamps, which were 
forerunners of the adhesive stamps used in India, Burma, the Straits Settlements, and other British 
East India Company-controlled countries. The name is derived from the terms "Scinde", the British 
version of the name of the province of Sindh, and "Dawk", the anglicised spelling of the Hindustani 
word "Dak" meaning Post. 

Origins 

      The Dawk, sometimes known as the Dak, was a very archaic postal system for runners. The 
runners were paid based on the distance traveled and the weight of their letters. This was a local Indus 
Valley system, inefficient and unsuitable for the military and commercial needs of the British East India 
Company after their conquest of Sindh in February of 1843, following the Battle of Mian.i. 

Reform of the postal system 

      Sir Bartle Frere of the East India Company became Sindh's Chief Commissioner in 1850. Following 
Rowland Hill's English example, Frere enhanced Sindh's postal system by instituting a low and 
consistent postage charge that was not affected by distance traveled. In 1851, the runners were 
replaced by an effective system of horses and camels that followed routes across Scinde province, 

Stamp of the month 
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primarily in the valley of the Indus River. Mail was delivered promptly and efficiently, connecting 
government and post offices from Karachi through Kotri and Hyderabad to Sukkur in the north. 

 

 

1852 red sealing wafer Scinde Dawk stamp 

The stamps 

      Stamps were necessary for prepayment of postage, which was a standard element of the new 
system. These stamps, which were originally issued on July 1, 1852, featured the Merchants' Mark of 
the British East India Company embossed on wafers of red sealing wax imprinted on paper. Because 
they fractured and deteriorated, they were quickly replaced by a colourless design embossed on white 
paper that was difficult to see in low light. The last stamps had blue embossing on white paper. All of 
these were just worth one-half anna each, but they are now considered rare classics of philately. 

Forgeries 

      Forgeries of these rare stamps are common. The most obvious fakes are not imprinted on paper. 
Other poor fakes have the second letter 'A' of ANNA misaligned with the 'K' of DAWK, and the '1/2' is 
not separated from the central heart-shaped insignia. 

Later developments 

      Following the Scinde Dawk, Colonel Forbes of the Calcutta Mint created an essay for a postage 
stamp with a lion and palm tree. This, and numerous more pieces, were never printed because Forbes 
was unable to secure a enough supply with the inadequate machinery available. As part of major postal 
reforms, the Survey Office issued new lithographed stamps in numerous values that were valid across 
British India. 

      The British East India Company's stations are significant because the "Great Company" controlled 
so much of the world's commerce at the time, spanning Asia and East Africa. It possessed its own 
troops, money, and postal service; built railways and public works; and functioned as an imperial force 
even before the Empire was founded. 

Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scinde_Dawk 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scinde_Dawk
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By: P. Mohanachandran Nair 
 

      The Universal Postal Union (UPU) is an international organization that plays a vital role in facilitating 
global communication and commerce. Established in 1874, the UPU is the primary forum for 
cooperation between postal services worldwide, enabling the exchange of mail and parcels across 
borders.  9th October 2024, marks a significant milestone in the history of global communication – the 
150th anniversary of the Universal Postal Union (UPU).  The UPU’s theme for its 150th year – “150 
years of enabling communication and empowering peoples across nations” – recognizes this 
accomplishment, and reinforces its commitment to serve all peoples for the decades and centuries to 
come. 

 

The Logo of 150 Years 

History and Objectives 
 
      The UPU was founded in Bern, Switzerland, with the signing of the Treaty of Bern by 22 countries. 
The organization's primary objective is to standardize postal rates, simplify customs procedures, 
ensure the free flow of international mail, and promote cooperation and coordination among its member 
countries. Over the years, the UPU has evolved to address changing global needs and embracing 
technological advancements.  
 

 
 

UPU Monument in Bern 

The Universal Postal Union:  

Celebrating 150 Years of Connecting the World 
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Structure and Membership 
 
      The UPU has 192 member countries, making it one of the oldest and largest international 
organizations. The UPU is headquartered in Bern, Switzerland, and is governed by the Congress, 
which meets every four years. The organization is divided into four main bodies: 
 

1.⁠ ⁠The Congress: The supreme authority of the UPU and meets every four years. Sets the 

organization's strategy and direction 

2.⁠ ⁠The Council of Administration: Ensures the continuity of the UPU’s work between Congress, 

supervises its activities and studies regulatory, administrative legislative and legal issues.   
3. The Postal Operations Council: Technical and operational mind of UPU consists of 48 member 
countries, elected during Congress. 

4.⁠ ⁠The International Bureau: Fulfilling a secretariat function, the International Bureau provides 

logistical and technical support to the UPU’s bodies.  
 

 
 

UPU Regional Office in New Delhi 

 
Key Achievements 
 
      The UPU has achieved numerous milestones.  In 1885 it introduced the International Reply Coupon 
(IRC) System. It standardised the postal rates and services worldwide in 1906.  The Express Mail 
Service (EMS) Network was developed by UPU in 1999.  Its other achievements are implementing 
postal codes and ZIP codes globally.  It also promotes Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) for postal 
services. 
 
Challenges and Future Directions 
 
      The rise of social media and digital communication has transformed the way people connect, 
making traditional postal services less relevant to younger generations. It caused the declining mail 
volumes.  Another challenge is increasing competition from private courier services.  The most 
important challenge is to ensure mail security and combating fraud. 
 
To address these challenges, the UPU is focusing on: 
 

1.⁠ ⁠Modernizing postal services through digitalization 

2.⁠ ⁠Enhancing postal security and integrity 
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3.⁠ ⁠Expanding services to include e-commerce and logistics solutions 

4.⁠ ⁠Strengthening international cooperation and partnerships 

 
Modernization and Innovation 
 
      As the world becomes increasingly digital, the UPU continues to adapt E-Commerce and Logistics 
by supporting growing demands with efficient logistics solutions.  It introduces an electronic postage 
system for streamlined mail processing. Also advocates for environmentally sustainable postal 
practices.  UPU promotes financial inclusion through postal banking and payment services. 
 

Stamps issued by India for commemorating UPU Anniversaries 
 

           
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stamps issued on 10 October 1949  
to commemorate 75th Anniversary 

Miniature Sheet issued on 3 October 1974  
to commemorate 100th Anniversary 

Stamps issued on 9 October 1999  
to commemorate 125th Anniversary 
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150th Anniversary Celebrations and Commemorations 
 
      Throughout 2024, the UPU will roll out a series of events and campaigns in celebration of its rich 
past, dedicated present and promising future.  The UPU has planned various events and initiatives: 

1.⁠ ⁠Special Stamp Issues: Member countries will release commemorative stamps. 

2.⁠ ⁠International Philatelic Exhibition: A showcase of rare and historic stamps. 

3.⁠ ⁠UPU Congress: A gathering of member countries to discuss future strategies. 

4.⁠ ⁠Educational Programs: Promoting postal history and literacy among youth. 

5. International Letter Writing competition. 
 

            
 

 

 

 

Conclusion 
 
      The Universal Postal Union has played a pivotal role in connecting the world through mail for over 
140 years. As the organization continues to evolve and adapt to changing global needs, its commitment 
to facilitating international communication and commerce remains unwavering. The UPU's efforts have 
enabled billions of people worldwide to stay connected, fostering global understanding and economic 
growth. 
 
Source: 
 

https://www.upu.int 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Postal_Union 
 

 

Ananthapuri Philatelic Association launched its new online trading platform 

APA Exchange WhatsApp group 
 

Join us and explore the joy of stamp collecting 

 

Follow this link to join APA Exchange WhatsApp group: 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EuotljvVI7aACYjRxsVyet  

 

 

Stamps issued by Isle of Man on 31 August 2024 
to commemorate 150th Anniversary 

Stamps issued by UN on 23 May 2024 
to commemorate 150th Anniversary 

https://www.upu.int/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Postal_Union
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EuotljvVI7aACYjRxsVyet
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By Swamynathan R, Mumbai 
 
      On the occasion of 150 years of Universal Postal Union (UPU), following is an overview of the 
journey UPU journey in “text and illustration”. 
  

                           
Logo of UPU 150 years                    Commemorative stamp-150 years of UPU 

 

 
United Nations cancellations for 150 years of UPU 

 
Mails Prior to Universal Postal Union 
 
      Before the establishment of the UPU, every pair of countries that exchanged mail had to negotiate 
a postal treaty with each other. In the absence of a treaty providing for direct delivery of letters, mail 
had to be forwarded through an intermediate country. Postal arrangements were complex and 
overlapping. 
 
Need for UPU 
 
Establishment of Universal Postal Union 
 
      A conference to continue the process of postal reform was held in Paris, France in 1863 on the 
initiative of United States Postmaster General, Montgomery Blair. The conference, with 15 countries 
in attendance, laid down general principles to harmonize the flow of international mail. 

 

 
1863 – 1963 

150 Years of Universal Postal Union (1874-2024) 
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• In 1874, at the suggestion of German postal reformer Heinrich Von Stephan, a conference attended 
by 22 nations was convened by the Swiss Government In Berne on 13th September 1874. Von 
Stephan’s ideas were incorporated into an agreement that became the Treaty of Berne, establishing 
the General Postal Union (GPU). It was signed on 9th October 1874- a day now celebrated as World 
Post Day.  

• In 1878, the General Postal Union (GPU) was changed to Universal Postal Union (UPU). 

• In 1900, UPU decided to erect a monument commemorating the founding of UPU. In 1902, the 
Swiss Government launched an international competition and two years later, the design entitled 
“Around the World” by sculptor Rene de St-Marceau was selected. The bronze and granite statue 
depicting five messengers that represent the five continents passing letters around the globe was 
inaugurated on 4th October 1909in the Kleine Schanze park in Berne. 
 

 
 

• In 1946, the Universal Postal Union became the specialized agency of United Nations  
 

 
 

• The logo representing the monument of UPU appeared for the first time in postage stamp issued 
by postal administration in 1949 and first printed on UPU documents, publications, and stationery 
in 1951. 
 

 

1957 

• In 1970, the UPU’s International Bureau moved into new building provided by the Swiss 
Government in the Berne suburb of Murifeld.  
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The UPU consists of 4 bodies 
 

• The Congress 
Congress is the supreme authority of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) and meets every four years. 
 

                                
 20th Universal Postal Congress- 1989 

 

• The Postal Operations Council 
The Postal Operations Council (POC) is the technical and operational mind of the UPU and consists 
of 48-member countries, elected during Congress. 

 

• The Council of Administration 
The Council ensures the continuity of the UPU's work between Congresses, supervises its activities 
and studies regulatory, administrative, legislative and legal issues. 

 

• The International Bureau 
Fulfilling a secretariat function, the International Bureau provides logistical and technical support to the 
UPU's bodies. 
 
UPU Celebrations 
 

      
     1874-1900                                   1874-1949                                                                       1874-1974 

 

 
                                                                                            1874-1999 
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Philatelic exhibition-Stockmania-1874 
 

 
 

International Letter Writing Week 
 
      ILWW was started via Recommendation C13/1957, adopted by the 14th Postal Union Congress in 
Ottawa in 1957: 

 

“The Fourteenth Congress of the Universal Postal Union urges all member countries of the Union to 
consider the possibility of making the week in which 9 October falls International Letter Writing Week. 
It expressed the formal opinion that the United Nations and specialized agencies, whose aims and 
objects coincide with those to be achieved by the said International Week, should assist effectively in 
introducing it.” 
 
      Later on, Recommendation C5/1964, adopted by the 15th Postal Union Congress in Vienna in 
1964, would specify the start day for ILWW: 

 

“In view of the importance of International Letter-writing week and of the success it meets with, it is 
suggested that all member countries of the Union should choose the same day as the first day of the 
week in question, namely, the Sunday beginning the week in which 9 October falls.” 
 

 
10th International Letter Writing Week-1956-1966 

 

             
 

https://stampbears.net/thread/5547/international-letter-writing-week
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International Letter Writing Competition 
 
      Since 1971, the UPU has encouraged young writers aged 9-15 to write letters on a given theme to 
win exciting prizes. The competition is an excellent way of making young people aware of the important 
role postal services play in our societies. It develops their skills in composition and their ability to 
express thoughts clearly. It also fosters enjoyment of letter writing and helps strengthen the bonds of 
international friendship.  
 

 
50th Anniversary- 1971-2021 

 

World Post Day 
 
      October 9th was first declared World Post Day at the 1969 UPU Congress in Tokyo, Japan. The 
proposal was submitted by Shri Anand Mohan Narula, a member of the Indian delegation. Since then, 
World Post Day has been celebrated all over the world to highlight the importance of the postal 
services. 
 

 
50th Anniversary of World Post Day- 1969-2019 

 
Conclusion 
 
      With its 192-member countries, the UPU is the primary forum for cooperation between postal sector 
players. It helps to ensure a truly universal network of up-to-date products and services. UPU fulfils an 
advisory, mediating and liaison role, and provides technical assistance where needed. It sets the rules 
for international mail exchanges and makes recommendations to stimulate growth in mail, parcel and 
financial services volumes and improve quality of service for customers. 
 
References 
https://www.upu.int/en/universal-postal-union/outreach-campaigns/international-letterwriting-competition-
for-young-people 
https://stampaday.wordpress.com/2016/10/09/world-post-day-international-letter-writing-week/ 
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By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai. 
 

      This, the third part of an article on the above subject, continues with the challenge of conserving wild 

life, which in this part is mainly about New Zealand, and their endangered native animals. This part also 

continues to share the many beautiful views of the natural geographical features ,  and animals, of New 

Zealand, through their stamps.  

 

      One of the ways to both conserve wild life, and also attract tourists, thus getting funds for conservation beyond 

Government budgets, are through those UNESCO Heritage sites, that are oriented to nature. New Zealand has 3 

such major Sites, which are described here under in more detail, along with stamps that belong to subjects related 

to these Sites: 

   

UNESCO NATIONAL (NATURAL) HERITAGE SITES OF NEW ZEALAND 
 
      New Zealand ‘s UNESCO Natural Heritage Sites are 3 in number. New Zealand does not as yet 
have any Biosphere Reserves. 
 

        
 

I. The New Zealand Sub-Antarctic Islands (NZSAI) encompasses five island groups that lie between 
latitudes 47 degrees and 53 degrees South. These are named Snares Islands, or Tini Heke in Maori 
language; Bounty Islands; Antipodes Islands; Auckland Islands/Motu Maha; and Campbell Island/Motu 
Ihupuku and of course the smaller islands surrounding each of these.  The details of each island is as 
follows:   
 
1. Snares Island is a deserted small group of islands which is normally out of bound for tourists as it is 
identified as an important bird breeding area, as wild life like Snares Cape Pigeon, Snares Penguin, 
Buller’s Albatross, Snares Snipe, and the endemic snares Tomtit breed there. The New Zealand Fur 
Seal (see the $ 1.50 stamp shared here above) also breeds on Snare Island. The Sooty Shearwater 
also called Titi, which migrate from the North Pacific, breed here in millions of pairs, after their 15,000 
km. Journey. 
 
2. Bounty Island, is a group of uninhabited, granite island, which has also been identified as breeding 
grounds for erect -crested penguins, Salvin’s albatross and Bounty Shag.  
 
3. Antipode island consists of a volcanic, uninhabited main island and several smaller islands.   
Although it is in a Tundra region, it is home to many endemic birds like Antipode Snipe, Antipode 
Parakeet and half the world’s population of erect-crested penguins. In addition, it is a breeding site for 
several seabirds, including 3 different breeds of Albatross and Petrels. Many of these islands had 
human introduced rodents which were eliminated in a planned manner to rid these islands of these 
pests by the winter of 2016, so the breeding birds could prosper. 

The Unusual and Threatened Wild Life of 

Australia and New Zealand.  (Part III) 
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4. Next to this island, which is the southern most of the New Zealand islands before the Antarctica 
shores, is located the Antipodes Island Marine reserve, with its many rare sea weed, kelp and Antarctic 
Cod, Ling, and Patagonian Toothfish.  The Southern Elephant Seals have a major breeding colony 
here (Seen on the $ 1.00   stamp here above) 
    
5. The New Zealand Auckland islands is an archipelago 465 Km south of N.Z.’s South Island. This 
island group have about 228 vascular plant species, with 80% of them indigenous.  As far as fauna is 
concerned, a recently revived  population of an excess of 2,000 Southern Right whales is found off this 
island, the threatened New Zealand Sea Lion is a winter visitor here,  as 2 of their main breeding sites 
are located on this island group, and as far as birds are concerned it is also a sea bird breeding colony 
with a million pairs of Sooty Shearwater visiting for laying eggs, and it also has a population of 
threatened Tui birds. a species of Honeyeater, which is also famous for its songs. The Yellow Eyed 
Penguins (see the 40c shown above) breed at sites here and on Campbell islands. The Southern Right 
Whale has a major breeding ground at Port Ross on these islands. 
  
6. The Campbell island, discovered in 1810, forms part of this Nature Heritage Site too. It is also a 
breeding site for several species of sea birds, as well as the endemic Campbell Teal and Campbell 
Snipe. The seabirds also include penguins like Southern Rockhopper (see 40 c stamp here above) and 
Yellow Eyed penguins, 4 types of Albatrosses, White Chinned Petrels, and the Campbell Shag. 
 

         
  

Caption: The rare, and endangered Southern Right Whales, shown on the Australian stamp on the left, and on 

the top of the South African WWF Miniature sheet, have been revived off the Auckland islands of New Zealand, 

as we have seen in the above section of this article.  The endangered Brydes whale, mentioned in Part II of this 

article, is seen on the second stamp from top left in the Airmail Postcard value stamps in the South African 

Miniature sheet. The Hooker’s Sea Lion, which is now called New Zealand Sea Lion is, seen on the N.Z. Dollar 

1.80 stamp on the right, have breeding sights on the Auckland and Campbell islands which have been  

discussed in the above paragraphs. 

 

      
 

      Like the endemic birds named in the above UNESCO Natural Heritage site of New Zealand, India 
also have some birds which are endemic to certain areas. Some of them are to be seen only in the first 
of this type of Reserve created in India, called the Nilgiri’s wild-life Biosphere Reserve, and some other 
birds are to be seen only in another Reserve, which is the geographically the biggest Biosphere 
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Reserve in India, called the Nicobar wild life Biosphere Reserves (which includes the Andaman 
Islands). These endemic birds have been included on Indian commemorative Stamps. These rare birds 
are found in the following Indian stamp sets, and their names are as follows, as one can also see on 
the Indian stamps shared here: 
 
1. In the withdrawn Water Birds set issued on 23/11/1994, the Re.1/- value features the Andaman Teal; 
2. In the 5/10/2006 issued set, on the Rs.5/- value stamp, the Nilgiri Laughing Thrush is shown;   
3. In the 16/10/2012 endangered species stamp set, on the Rs.5 /- stamp, the Nicobar Megapode can 
be seen;  
4. In the Indian post set featuring 3 different Vulnerable Birds issued on 8/8/2017, with face value of 
Rs.5/- each, the Nilgiri Wood Pigeon, and the Nilgiri Pipit are shown. These 2 Biosphere Reserves are 
part of the 16 UNESCO wild life Biosphere Reserves we have in India. These birds are shared here as 
an example of how India too have been issuing stamps to highlight own endemic wildlife. In this case, 
our endangered native birds.   
  
II. Tongariro National Park and UNESCO World Cultural Heritage and Natural Heritage Site: 
Located in North Island of New Zealand, this was the first UNESCO Heritage National Park of New 
Zealand, and was also certified as a UNESCO Cultural Heritage site in 1993. This National Park is 
famous for its active volcano zone, where the 3 volcano’s called Mount Ruapehu, Mount Ngaruahoe 
(which has since become a famous tourist attraction as many of the scenes of the movie Trilogy, Lords 
of the Rings, were shot on the slopes of this mountain) and Mount Tongariro are located. The first two 
are featured on individual stamps shared here. The local Ngati Tuwharetoa people who have resided 
in this area for at least 30 generations, have actively protected the environment from around 1887 and 
in 1894 this area became NZ’s first National Park. 
 
      Among the wild life found here is the endangered Whio or Blue Duck which lives in the fast flowing 
streams found here, the North island Brown Kiwi, and in the forest areas one can often see the Tomtit, 
Tui (also called Parson’s Bird), Grey Warbler, Bellbird (Korimako), Fantail (Piwakawaka) and wood 
pigeon (Kereru), as well as native Pipits (Puhoihoi), which particular bird lives at attitudes of more than 
1600 Meters.  Some of these birds are shown on the stamps in this section, and others have been 
featured in the N.Z. Health stamps discussed in an earlier Part of this article.   
 
      Alpine trees seen in this National park include Beech, Mountain Ceder (Kaikawaka), and Alpine 
Cabbage Trees. 
 

 

 
                        

Captions: The Tongariro UNESCO Natural Heritage park contains many unique and interesting wild life, and 

physical features as mentioned above. The stamps shown here show :(from left top) 1. A New Zealand stamp, 

illustrating that this National Park is famous for its active volcanoes; 2.  The endangered Blue Duck; 3.  the 

endemic Tui (which is the native Maori name for it. It is also called Parson’s Bird); 4. New Zealand Robin 

(This bird doesn’t have red breasts like the British Robins and it is different from the endemic Chatham Island 

Black Robin which is fully black. In contrast, Australian Robins however do have red breasts.); 5. A view 

general of this National Heritage Park; 6&7. Two of the three volcanoes found in this national Park, named 

Mount Ruapheu and Mount Ngaruahoe. 
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III. The Wahipounamu National Park and UNESCO World Natural Heritage Site: This National Park 
of New Zealand is located in the South Western portion of South Island. It covers 10% of this country’s 
landmass. This National Park extends from the Fiordland in the South to the spectacular up thrusts of 
the Southern Alps in the north of this Park, which Alps have been created due to the meeting of the 
Indo-Australian and Pacific continental plates near this area, during the Continental drift era. This 
National Park therefore has the highest mountains, longest glaciers, tallest forests, and the 
wildest rivers and gorges, as well as the deepest fjords and lakes in N.Z. The main tourist 
attractions within this National Park is the Fiord called Milford Sound (see 45 c stamp shared in this 
section), Milford Track for trekkers (see 70 c stamp), Lake Te Anau, Mount Aspiring /Tititea (the Maori 
name for this mountain), the highest peak in N.Z., Mount Cook (Aoraki is the Moari name - see this 
peak on an older, $ 1.30c N.Z. stamp shown in this section. The endangered Mount Cook Lily is also 
shown along with Mount Cook in the background, on the 45c stamp showing winter scene, and the 
older 2 1/2 pence stamp, showing Mount Cook with Mount Cook Lily on the border design of the stamp. 
Also known now as Mount Cook Buttercup, the Mount Cook Lily is considered the largest buttercup in 
the world, with alternate names like Giant Buttercup and Mountain Buttercup. Their main features are 
the white flowers and the large, glossy leaves of this plant. Deer, Chamois and Himalayan Tahr, which 
were introduced from outside New Zealand, have taken a liking to this flower, and almost decimated 
them, with off track trekkers adding to the damage. (The protection given to these flowers in the Hooker 
Valley area near Mt. Cook shows how well they thrive if protected from such grazing animals). Other 
attractions and special features of this Park include The Tasman Glacier (seen on the 10 shilling stamp 
and the newer 50c stamp), Franz Joseph and Fox Glaciers (see stamps of these 2 glaciers on the 28 
c, 2 nos. $ 1.50 and the $ 1.80 stamps shown in this section), and the highest waterfalls in N.Z. called 
Sutherland Falls, which is located in the former Fiodland national park, which now forms THE 
WAHIPOUNAMU NATIONAL PARK.   (It is 1904 ft high as mentioned on the 30c stamp featuring this 
waterfall). The forests in this National Park provide the habitat for an extensive range of endemic fauna, 
including the Kea. (It is the only alpine parrot in the world, and has a population of less than 5000. It is 
carnivorous), and the flightless Takahe, and 2 species of Kiwi birds. Till recently this UNESCO National 
Heritage Park had the only population of the world’s rarest and heaviest parrot, the flightless Kakapo, 
which now only survives on a few carefully managed offshore islands, after many died upto the 1980s. 
This area includes 4 former national parks that have been integrated into it (Fiordland, Mount Aspiring, 
Mount Cook, and Westland) covering 1,725,437 hectares.   Major populations of Fiordland penguins, 
also called New Zealand Crested Penguins (known as Tawaki or Pokotiwha in Maori - see the 80c 
stamp in this section) are to be found here. The 50-cent stamp next to it shows another important Fiord 
of this national Park, called Dusky Sound, which is famous as a breeding area for Crested Penguins.  
Like Emus, Kiwis and Rock Wrens, the Crested Penguin range had been cut down to limited areas due 
to extensive hunting by settlers from 1300 AD.   
 
      This is one of the last resorts of the endangered Brown Teal (see the 60c stamp), which is also 
called Brown Duck by early white settlers. This duck was numerous at one time, but was hunted by 
predators introduced by settlers, and also hunted for food, and currently they are found mainly in   the 
rivers of Fiordland.  
 
      There are about 3 types of wrens in New Zealand, one of which is called Rifleman, because of its 
greenish body colour which reminds one of an Infantryman’s uniform. This   wren is not rare, and has 
a quite wide spread range. The second is the Common Wren. The third is the endemic New Zealand 
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Rock Wren (see 45 c stamp) which lives in the Alpine areas, including in this Natural Heritage site. 
However, due to the introduction of outside species like the hair coated Himalayan Tahr, and European 
Chamois mountain goats, in these Alps, specially the Mount Cook National Park which is part of this 
UNESCO National Heritage site, the vegetation is getting destroyed, and the life of the Rock Wren and 
some insects threatened further. A older stamp issued on the then Mount Cook National Park shows 
such goats on the slopes of the mountain peak (see the 30 c stamp).  
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

 

     
     

 

NEW ZEALAND’S ENDEMIC MAMMALS, REPTILES AND AMPHIBIAN WILD LIFE.  
 
      The Mammals like rats, cats, weasels, stoats, possums, horses, sheep, goats, rats cats, dogs, 
mountain goats and others that we see in New Zealand today were not there originally. They were 
introduced into these isolated islands that forms New Zealand today, by settlers. The earliest mammals 
to be introduced were by the Maori, who introduced the Kuri (Polynesian dog) and the Kiore 
(Polynesian Rat). 
 
      In fact, the original Mammals found in and around this island country are very few. They consisted 
of a few species of Bats, and some species of Marine Mammals only. 
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      Among the bats of New Zealand endemic to this land, the New Zealand Lesser Short- Tailed Bat 
is considered endangered, whereas the New Zealand Greater Short- Tailed Bat is presumed extinct, 
as the last bat of this type was sighted in 1967. The third endemic Bat, The New Zealand Long- Tailed 
Bat is considered to be Critically Endangered. Fossils of these 3 bats have also been found, as their 
remains can be traced to as long ago as the Holocene era of Earth (about 11,500 years ago). 
 

      Among Marine Mammals found in New Zealand waters, the Hector’s Dolphin (see the first of the 4 
WWF se-tenant 45 c stamps at the beginning of chapter II, in the section on New Zealand, for an image 
of this Dolphin) is found only in New Zealand waters, and is in the endangered list. The other 3 Marine 
Mammals are Sei, Fin and Blue Whales, which visit these waters, and are also in the endangered list.  
 
      Skinks and geckos are the only two lizard families, from among the many types of lizards found 
around the world, that have been found to be natives of New Zealand. The estimates of rates of genetic 
change indicate that divergence took place in  between these  New Zealand species and others in the 
world  as long ago as 35 million years, and because New Zealand and New Caledonia were connected 
by dry land until long after this time,  skinks need not have arrived here by sea at all, and therefore 
were native reptiles from the beginning. . In fact, they may have a history here rivaling that of the 
tuatara, native frogs and other animals that may have inhabited the super-continent of Gondwana, 
before this country’s separation from the earlier Land mass about 80 million years ago. 
 

      The extant (living) reptiles of New Zealand consists of limited number of species of terrestrial lizards 
and the lizard-like tuatara, and several species of sea turtles and sea snakes. All but one species are 
native to New Zealand, that is, they are not found in any other country. 
 
      The Geckos of New Zealand, as of 2021, number about 48 described species. They are all placed 
in the Diplodactylid family, and are native to New Zealand only. Unlike other Geckos found around the 
world, they give birth to live babies, whereas all others around the world lay eggs to get babies. Apart 
from these N.Z. Geckos, only 2 other species found in neighbouring New Caledonia Island, give birth 
to live babies.   
 
      Among the Reptiles found in New Zealand, The Tuatara is the most famous. It is a species 
of reptile endemic to New Zealand. Despite its close resemblance to lizards, it is part of a distinct 
lineage, of the order Rhynchocephalian. The name tuatara is derived from the Māori language and 
means "peaks on the back".  The single extant species of tuatara is the only surviving member of its 
order, which was highly diverse during the Mesozoic era. Rhynchocephalians first appeared in the 
fossil record during the Triassic period, around 240 million years ago, and reached worldwide 
distribution and peak diversity during the Jurassic era, when they represented the world's dominant 
group of small reptiles. Tuatara are therefore of interest for studying the evolution of reptiles. 
 

      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reptile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endemism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lizard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ori_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Species
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesozoic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triassic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurassic
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      Tuatara, like many of New Zealand's native animals, are threatened by habitat loss and introduced 
predators, such as the Polynesian rat. Tuatara were extinct on the mainland, with the remaining 
populations confined to 32 offshore islands, until the first North Island releases into the heavily fenced 
and monitored Karori ( Zeelander) Wildlife Sanctuary. This is the reason that this now rare  Tautara is 
found on a New Zealand  Wild Wildlife Fund ( W.W.F.)  stamp set, shared here.   
 
      Tautara have been an important national symbol of New Zealand for long, as can be seen from the 
older 8d (penny ), pre-Decimal value stamp also shown here.  
 
      Among the threatened reptiles is the Chevron skink (Māori: niho taniwha). It  is a large species 
of skink endemic to New Zealand, found only on Great Barrier island (see New Zealand $ 2.00 
stamp) and Little Barrier islands in the Hauraki Gulf. A forest dweller, it can hide underwater, and is 
under threat from introduced rats. 
 
 

 
 

      Others Skinks include  The Great Barrier skink (shown on the 24 cents stamp, with the Southern 
Alps shown on the 80 cent stamp next to it.), which is a species of medium-sized skinks. The species 
is endemic to New Zealand, where it lives in the alpine habitat of the Darran and Takitimu 
Mountains of Fiordland. It is one of only two species of New Zealand skinks that live exclusively in 
the alpine zone, the other being the "Sinbad skink", which is a closely related species of similar 
appearance, which is found in the same parts of the South Island. The Barrier skink was first collected 
in the 1960s, but was overlooked until rediscovery by a pair of mountain climbers in 2005. This species 
was scientifically described only in 2009, so a lot more research is being done to learn more about this 
Slink. The preferred natural habitat of this skink  is rocky areas of grassland, at altitudes of 1,100–
1,650 m (3,610–5,410 ft). Barrier skinks are living in what is considered unusual and difficult 
environments for any cold-blooded animal. The mean annual temperature of the area is only 6.5 
degrees Celsius and the mean minimum of the coldest month is -0.7 degrees Celsius. Sinbad and 
Barrier skinks living in these high-altitude areas must survive exposure to rain bearing clouds, westerly 
winds and low sunshine hours. 
 
      Current knowledge suggests habitat prerequisites are north facing alpine areas with deep rock 
crevices or scree, for protection from snow and the elements. 
 
      Population estimates, habitat, micro-habitat, distribution and other ecological factors are yet to be 
explored fully. It cannot even be said with certainty that either Barrier or Sinbad skink species are 
strictly adapted specifically for alpine living as the skinks may have been pushed into these alpine 
zones, seeking refuge from introduced pests. 
 
      The conservation status of the Great  Barrier Skink  was thought to be secure, primarily 
because invasive mammalian predator populations could not become established in the harsh climate 
of the high alpine zone where this Skink is found to be  living  and also, because vast areas of 
undisturbed habitat remain intact. However, in 2012 the Department of Conservation of New Zealand 
reclassified the Barrier Skink as Nationally Endangered under the New Zealand Threat Classification 
System, because The Great Barrier skink is thought to be very rare and is viewed to be at risk of 
extinction from predators such as rats, stoats and mice, if they don’t remain in their present , protected 
locations, as it is possible that they have come to live in these locations which face  harsh weather 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ori_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skink
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skink
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endemic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Habitat
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areas, to escape from the introduced pest, and there is danger of them moving to less monitored zones 
if not properly tracked. These 2 lizards are therefore now listed as 'Nationally Endangered'’ 
under DOC's Threat Classification system – the second-highest priority for conservation action. 
 

      
 

      The Hamilton's frog (shown on a 24 cents stamp here ) is a primitive frog native to New Zealand, 
one of only three extant species found here, all three of which  belong to the family Leiopelmatidae. 
New Zealand's frog species therefore are part of the family Leiopelmatidae. The male remains with the 
eggs to protect them and allows the tadpoles to climb onto his back where they are kept moist. This 
frog is named in honour of Harold Hamilton, the collector of the first specimens. Despite being a very 
small sized frog, compared to the ones found in the rest of the world, this frog is the biggest among the 
3 species of frogs found in this country, with an average length when seated, of 5.5 mm. 
 
      The Hamilton's frog is now considered threatened , as it currently   lives only on a small rocky area 
on mammal-free Stephens Island in the Cook Strait. Sub-fossils indicate Hamilton's frog once lived 
throughout the lower North Island and upper South Island. They live around rocky, moist and grassy 
areas. 
 

 
 

 

 

MARINE LIFE OF NEW ZEALAND.  
 
      Just like their mammals and reptiles, New Zealand also has very limited fresh water native fishes. 
Out of the 35 native species, 31 are found only in New Zealand. They consist of only 4 families of 
fishes, which include 20 Galaxiid species; 7 Bullies species; 2 types of Eels; and 2 Smelt Species. 
Apart from these, some species which breed also in these waters, were introduced from outside, like 
Trouts, Perches, and Catfishes.  
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cook_Strait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sub-fossil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Island
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      Most native/ endemic fresh water species have a marine phase in their life cycle. Fish like Eels, 
Mullet and Flounder, grow to adult hood in freshwater, and then migrate down river to live as adults in 
the sea, and to breed there. Galaxiids, Smelts and Bullies, breed in fresh water, and travel down river 
as juveniles to develop at sea, while Lampreys breed and develop in freshwater, but spends the rest 
of their adult life at sea.  
 
      The M.S. shown here illustrate these native fish families.  
 
      Since these endemic fish have to return from sea at some stage of their lives, due to dams, weirs 
and culverts, how far up river they can go, towards the source of the rivers, which are located mostly 
at higher altitudes, depends on their ability to jump or even climb wet rock faces. Some of these native 
fishes are nocturnal and move mainly at night. Therefore, many in New Zealand are not aware of many 
of these native fishes. The less athletic   fishes live only in the lower reaches of the rivers, where as 
fast fish like Torrent fish can move upstream more easily, and others like Eels can climb up wet rock 
surfaces too. Forests through which rivers pass, give cover to species like Galaxiids which thrive in 
their shadows and enjoy the nutrition provided by these forests, because of which conversion of forests 
into pastures, have resulted in the decline of many species from the Galaxiids family.  A number of 
native species are in danger 8 of them are nationally threatened, and another 12 are now declining, as 
per a report in 2010.  

 

(This Miniature Sheet is downloaded from the internet) 

 

Caption: This New Zealand Miniature sheet shows the few endemic Fresh water fishes found in this country. 

They are, (from left to right and down wards)- $ 1.00- Lowland Longjaw Galaxias; $ 1.80 - Redfin Bully 

(called Toitoi in Maori language); $ 2.20- Longfin Eel (called Tuna locally); $ 2.70- Lamprey (Kanakana, 

Piharau); and $ 3.30 -Torrent fish (Panoko). More details are given in the relevant paragraphs in this article. 

 

      The import and growth of Trout fishes in New Zealand rivers has been a story of successful 
conservation. Trout cannot be grown commercially or served in commercial establishments in this 
country, which is an exception to the rule followed in most other countries. They can only be caught by 
obtained a license to fish and by using fishing rods to catch Trout fishes, and the fishes caught in this 
way are the only ones that can be eaten. This has directly helped prevent poaching of Trouts for 
commercial sale, while at the same time adding to the Government revenues. Another advantage in 
New Zealand waters, is that there are no natural enemies for Trouts, like bears or big cats (like Puma, 
Leopards, Cougars, Lynx or other wild cats), and therefore Trouts are healthier and heavier than Trouts 
found in other countries, making Trout fishing a great attraction for tourists. Brook Trout/ Char specially 
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grow to be very large and healthy in New Zealand streams, with many weighing more than 6 Kgs. 
Fishing for Trouts is a great attraction in this country for both domestic and international tourists.   
      There are quite a few types of Trouts found in New Zealand water, all of which are introduced from 
other places. As per whatever records exist of that period, the first Rainbow Trout was introduced from 
California, where it is indigenous, by the Auckland Acclimatization Society in 1877, and there after 
mass introduction of Trout became a reality when eggs from Steelhead Trouts (sea- run fish), another 
type of Rainbow Trout, were imported from California in 1883 (which event is shown on the 40 cent 
stamp). Today the progeny of these Trouts are found throughout New Zealand, because over the years, 
horsemen rode with fingerlings of these Trouts and put them into rivers and lakes, and later, aircraft 
were used to air drop fingerlings into lakes.   (The Avalanchii area, near Ooty, In the Nilgiri District of 
T.N., was the area where the first Trouts were successfully introduced in 1909, in Southern India, as 
per available records, and hatchery tanks were built there in 1910. This well-known trout fishing center 
of India started with Rainbow Trouts/ Steelhead Trouts introduced from New Zealand).  
 
      Another commonly found Trout fish of N.Z. is the Brown Trout. They were introduced in late 1860s 
from British stock first introduced in Tasmania. There are both sea-run Trouts, and   river and lake 
Trout fish found throughout N.Z. Some of the attractive Trout stamps issued by this country, from my 
collection, are shared here.  

 
 

Captions: The above show the following stamps, based on the topic of Trouts found in New Zealand: I (Stamp 

set issued on 18th June 1997, shown on the Left, feature the following trouts, and the “fly fishing” lures/ traps, 

used to catch such trouts, starting from the left and going to the right and down.) - 1. Rainbow Trout with a Fly 

for Trout fishing called ‘Red Setter’; 2. Sea -run Brown Trout, and ‘Grey Ghost’ fly; 3. Brook Trout/ Char, 

with ‘Twilight Beauty’ fly; 4. Brown Trout with ‘Hare and Cooper’ fly. Note-  These “flies” are used as bait to 

catch fish , as they are moved across the water with the rod and line as if they are living insects in the  water. 

The colour and material used vary according to which type of fly attracts which fish. The hook is hidden within 

the “fly”, and no live bait is used. Some other fisher tourists also use live bait, which is different from Fly 

fishing. This stamp set was designed by Joanne Kreyl and printed by Southern Colour Prints, N.Z., using 

lithography printing method.  II. The 40 cent stamp honours the mass introduction of Trout fish from California 

to New Zealand in 1883. This stamp is part of Set of 5 stamps issued in 1983 to commemorate various 

anniversaries. III. This 1 shilling 6 pence stamp is a part of the definitive series issued in 1960, and is designed 

by Richard Barwick (This design is quite famous and it is featured in the Postal collection section of Museum of 

New Zealand, Wellington, along with the original engraving plates used for printing).  It features a Rainbow 

Trout leaping out of a lake, on a stamp printed by Harrison & Co.  This stamp was issued before N.Z. Dollars 

and Cents were introduced as New Zealand’s current currency.  IV. These 3 stamps show a lake and 2 rivers 

that are famous for their stocks of Trouts, and the natural habitation provided for such fish to breed and 

multiply. They form some of the famous spots for Trout fishing in New Zealand: 1. The 2.40 N.Z. Dollar stamp 

shows Lake Rotorua which is well stocked with Trout fish. This lake has been formed in the caldera of an old 

volcano, and is the second biggest lake in North Island of New Zealand. There are more than 15 smaller lakes 

in this area which had been formed by volcanic activity, and for all these lakes, Trout is supplied from a 
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hatchery located in this area.  In contrast, Lake Taupo, although it is also part of a Volcanic Region, does not 

depend on hatcheries, as it has many rivers in its catchment area, including the Tongariro river, due to which 

reason the Trout found here, are those that had been bred when their ancestors and parents went up-river to 

lay their eggs, and hatch them. Therefore, not just this lake, but the rivers are world famous for their Trouts 

and Trout fishing.   2. The 35 cent stamp shows the Mangahao River, which is another place famous for Trout 

fishing, and is located in the North island of New Zealand. Although the density of Rainbow and Brown Trout 

found here is less than in other rivers, they are bigger in size than in most other areas, and as the water is very 

clear, fishermen can target the specific fish they want to catch. In this river, the Trouts are bigger and tougher, 

so put up a good fight for fly fishers trying to hook them. However, many fishermen lose their catch as the 

fishing line often gets cut by these fighting Trouts.   3. The 3.30 N.Z. Dollar stamp shows the Rakakia River, 

which rises from the Southern Alps and runs past Canterbury in South Island of New Zealand, and runs into the 

sea. This river consists of a large number of sea- Run Brown Trout and also a resident population of Rainbow 

Trout, and is open to Trout fishing all year round, unlike other Trout fishing locations. 

 

      U.S.A. had also brought out a set of stamps on Fly Fishing Lures, which is shared here. Out of 
these 5 Fly Fishing lures shown on these stamps issued in 1991, and representing a sample from 1200 
patterns of Flies, Lefty’s Deceiver, is designed to look like a Smelt, a common food eaten by another 
popular rod caught fish, called Bass; and the Apre Tarpon fly was made to catch a salt water fish called 
Tarpon; whereas the other 3 flies were made to catch specific types of Trout or Salmon. Chuck Ripper, 
an US wildlife artist created these images, and they were printed using photogravure printing method, 
by American Bank Note Company.  
 
      Both the U.S. and N.Z. sets were issued in the 1990’s when Fly fishing was one of the fastest 
growing sports of that decade.   
 

       
 

      Sea fishes around New Zealand , are not exclusive to these seas, but many of them have local 
names, mainly Maori .Some of these fish are discussed here .   
 

 
 

      Sea fish found around New Zealand, and are generally popularly known, are Tarakihi, Terakihi or 
Jackass -Morwong; another fish species is Kahawai, or Southern Blue Finned Tuna, and a third fish is 
called Hapaku, which is also known as New Zealand Groper. The last fish is shown on this 60c New 
Zealand self-adhesive stamp, which is part of a sheetlet on fishes found off the sea coast of this country. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
      To summarize this article, one can say that the observation of Alfred Russell Wallace that even 
Birds and Fish do not typically cross the Wallace Line, has proven to be quite true. After him, many 
observers who have spent time studying these phenomena, have said that this observation by Wallace 
is true, and can possibly be due to differences in environmental conditions and possibly some 
geographical barriers, including oceans currents and winds. As a result, wild-life tend to remain within 
their respective ecozones, contributing to the distinctiveness of flora and fauna on either side of the 
Wallace boundary. Many also attributed the 250 meter depth of the Lombok Straits of Indonesia, as a 
factor for this division.  
 
      The attempt in this article is also to appreciate the variety and diversity of wild life that we enjoy 
today on the Earth we live in, and the different environments that have been created over millions of 
years, which help support this biodiversity. The Wallace line is an example of how such environments 
have helped develop such bio-diversity. It is fortunate, as we have seen from the large number of 
stamps in all three parts of this article, that both wild life and the different environments and landscapes/ 
geographical features that support them, are well represented on these stamps and they clearly help 
illustrate the differences on either side of the Wallace Line. Other factors that are creating a secure 
atmosphere for threatened wild life, are entities like Biosphere Reserves, National Parks, and UNESCO 
World Heritage Site action plans, especially those connected to nature Heritage sites, and these are 
also fortunately well illustrated on stamps. There by this detailed article is very well supported by 
the stamps issued by the concerned countries, which supports the opening statement of this 
article about the large variety of Stamps that have been issued to date, and therefore such a 
large base and variety of stamps can be used to represent almost any topic.        
 
      The mystery of the boundary called The Wallace Line or as some call it, Wallace’s Line, and the 
difference in between the wild life found on either side of this divide, seems to have been finally resolve, 
160 years after it was first observed by Alfred Russel Wallace. The relevant research was discussed 
in a recent article, which gives us more information about the reasons for the bio-diversity observed.  
According to an article published in the magazine “Science” on 6th July 2023, committed researchers 
found that this uneven distribution had been caused by extreme climate changes that had taken place 
about 35 million years ago when Australia, as part of the super continent of Gondwana, had broken 
away from the Antarctica and moved towards Asia, as already discussed earlier in this article.    
According to the Science magazine article, the movement northward removed land obstacles around 
the Antarctica, and that   helped create the Antarctica Circumpolar Current (A.C.C.), which cooled the 
Earth’s climate considerably compared to what the temperatures on Earth were earlier.  This current 
still circulates around the Antarctica without any obstacle, and is the World’s largest ocean current, and 
even today helps regulate the Earth’s climate. This change in landmasses, which resulted in the 
formation of South Asia and the Malayan Archipelago, did not affect all species equally. The Asian side 
remained warmer and wetter, but Australia became cold and dry. Therefore, Asian wild life did not find 
it difficult to move towards Australia by moving on the land bridge that was connected at some places 
specially during   the Ice Age which ended around 11,000- 13,000 BC, during which era sea levels 
were considerably lower. However, the wild life that had evolved in Australia and further East, had over 
time got used to a cooler and increasingly drier climate, and therefore found it almost impossible to 
gain a foothold on these mainly much warmer tropical islands, and locations further West. Thereby the 
division in between the wild life East and West of the Wallace Line slowly became more firmly 
differentiated. In the article the researchers say that their method of forecasting, could be used to 
predict future changes due to climate and its impact on living species, and also could help predict which 
species may be better versed at adopting to a new environment, as changes in Earth’s climate continue 
to impact global biodiversity patterns. 
      The U.N. stamps set shown here relates to the effect of environment changes and climate, which 
are now rapidly affecting our Earth and the various climatic zones. Manmade causes too have added 
to these climatic changes. From an overall, and broader view point, these climatic and environmental 
changes have a relationship to the contents of this 3-part article, which are about the conservation of 
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wild life. These 3 stamp sets issued by the U.N. Postal Service, illustrates the threats environmental 
changes have on the climate, and animals in each climatic zone, very well.  
 

 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

1. Blogs/articles by different writers, travel and tour magazines, encyclopedias and even theses on the subject of The Wallace Line, can 
be found on the internet. It came as a surprise to me that there is so much interest on this subject, by so many unrelated groups.  However, 
what started off my search for more information on this subject was an article on the Wallace Line by a writer named Tejasri Gururaj, 
who I understand is a versatile science writer and a MS in Physics. I read the article in the online   magazine called “Interesting 
Engineering”, in its October 2023 issue, and thereby took great interest, and after understanding the basic concept, located many stamps 
from my collection, and read up on a lot of relevant information, so I could create this article to share with other philatelists.  
 

2. The following Books on Birds, their variety and environment, and the threats they face-1.  The World Atlas of Birds, published by 
Michell Beazley Publishers ltd, London. (a compilation of works by many different authors), and 2. The Encyclopedia of Birds, originally 
published by Reader’s Digest.   
 

3. The sections on wild life and climate change, and on different geographic zones, found in the following books- 1. Reader’s Digest” 
Illustrated Atlas of the World”, and 2. Reader’s Digests “Facts at Your Fingertips”.  
 

4. All the stamps used here, which are used with  the objective of  illustrating  the topics discussed in this 3 part article, are from the 
authors collection, except  the WWF stamp set on Tree Kangaroos issued by Papua & New Guinea seen in Part I of this article, and the 
New Zealand Travel Poster Stamp showing the Kea parrot in Part II, besides the New Zealand Miniature Sheet showing their limited 
number of endemic fresh water fish, used in Part III of this article, which were found through Google search, and are used for the purpose 
of supporting  the text 
 

5. The Pictorial Encyclopedia of Fishes by S. Frank.   
 

6. The latest updates were got from various Internet articles.  
 

7. Where ever it has been possible to insert an interesting titbit, especially with reference to India or Indian stamps, I have added the 
same.  
 

8. Lastly, I would like to say that   the contributions of the Postal Authorities of the concerned countries is considerable in making this 
article possible, because if they hadn’t taken the initiative to issue these meaningful stamps related to these topics for their respective 
countries, such an article wouldn’t have been possible to conceive and attempt.  The wide spectrum of topics these stamp issues 
cover, are more than adequate to replace photos and illustrations one may have needed to complete this article properly, if 
such stamps hadn’t existed. 
 

9. The map used to illustrate the Wallace Line is from a school Atlas.   
 
Lastly, but not the least, I would like to thank the editor, Mr. Mohanachandran Nair for encouraging, and publishing this detailed, 
experimental 3 part article, which combines both meaningful text on the subjects indicated in the introduction portion of Part I of this 
article, and relevant stamps on that topic. I hope the readers of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin have found the variety of stamps included in 
these 3 parts, and the researched details and facts shared here, is of interest to them. 
 
Thank you.      



 

 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.104/October 2024 

 

 

37 

 
 
 

By Dr M R Ramesh Kumar, 
Chief Scientist (Retd) 

National Institute Oceanography, 
Dona Paula - 403004 

 

Introduction 
 
      The modern Olympics started at Athens, Greece way back in 1896 from 6th to 15th April. The second 
summer Olympics were held at Paris from 20th May to 28th October in 1900.The second time it was 
held at 4th May till 27th July, 1924. The third time the Olympics are held at Paris, from 26th July till 11th 
August, 2024. prior to this it was held in London thrice (1908, 1948 and 2012).  
 
      The original Olympic Motto is   made up of three Latin words: Citius - Altius - Fortius. These words 
mean Faster - Higher - Stronger. 
 

 
 

A First day cover with the Olympic Motto as a cachet in a First Day cover released by the Department of Posts, Govt of 
India during the Atlanta Olympics Games held during 1996 also with an Olympic Torch.  

The theme was from Athens to Atlanta. 

 
History of Olympic Torch  
 
      First used at the 1936 Berlin Summer Olympics, the modern torches of the Summer Olympics are 
built to resist the effects of wind and rain as they carry the Olympic flame, and bear unique designs 
that represent the host country and the spirit of the Games. 
 
Founder of Olympic Games 
 

 
 

Founder of Olympic Games Le Baron Pierre de Coubertin on a First Day cover as a cachet along with the two stamps 
depicting five Olympic Rings in five different colours in setenant stamps released by Department of Posts, Canada   

during Montreal Olympics of 1976. 

Olympics - A Philatelic Journey 
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Meaning of Olympic Rings 
 
      “The Olympic symbol expresses the activity of the Olympic Movement and represents the union of 
the five continents and the meeting of athletes from throughout the world at the Olympic Games.” 
(Olympic Charter, Rule 8) 

 

India in Olympics  
 
      India first participated at the Olympic Games in 1900, with a lone athlete Norman Pritchard winning 
two medals – both silver – in athletics and became the first Asian nation to win an Olympic medal. 

      The nation first sent a team to the Summer Olympic Games in 1920 and has participated in every 
Summer Games since then.  India has won 35 medals at the Olympics, but with 12 of those being for 
team sports, there have been 222 actual physical medals handed to Indians. The successful men's 
hockey teams of 1928-1936 and 1948-64 have won multiple medals, although the number of Indians 
who have more than one medal in individual sports are just a handful. Dhyan Chand has participated 
in 1928, 1932 and 1936 in three consecutive times in Field Hockey and won three Golds. It would have 
been more had the Olympics not paused for war (1940 and 1944 because of second World War).  

      Dhyan Chand's legacy in Indian sport is unmatched, as his incredible ball control and goal-scoring 
feats, which are backed up by numbers. In 12 games across three Olympics, he scored 33 goals. 

 

A stamp on Dhyan Chand was released on 3rd December, 1980. A first day cover on the same by the Department of 
Posts, Govt. Of India. 

 

A Picture Postcard on Field Hockey on the opening day of the Paris 
Olympics Inaugural day, released by the Department of Posts on 
26th July, 2024. 
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TRACK AND FIELD ATHELTICS 
  

      Modern athletic events are organized around a 400-meter running track, with field events (vaulting, 
jumping, and throwing) often taking place inside the track. Athletics remain the central activity of the 
modern Olympic Games, begun in 1896. 
 
      Athletics was included in the first modern Olympic Games, in 1896, and has formed their backbone 
since. After the initial success, the Olympics struggled. The celebrations in Paris (1900) and St. Louis 
(1904) were overshadowed by the World's Fair exhibitions in which they were included. The so-called 
Intercalated Games (because of their off-year status, as 1906 is not divisible by four) were held in 1906 
in Athens, as the first of an alternating series of Athens-held Olympics. 

      Women were first allowed to participate in track and field events in the Olympics in 1928.  

Running 

 

      Running events include:  

• Sprints (100m, 200m, 400m) 
• Middle distance (800m, 1500m) 
• Long distance (3000m 

steeplechase, 5000m, 10,000m) 
• Hurdles (110/100m, 400m) 
• Relays (4x100m, 4x400m, mixed 

4x400m) 

 

 

 

Shooting 

 

      Shooting sports have been 
included at every Summer 
Olympic Games since the birth of 
the modern Olympic movement at 
the 1896 Summer Olympics 
except at the 1904 and 1928 
games. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

A Picture Postcard on 
Atheletics on the opening 
day of the Paris Olympics 
Inaugural day, released by 
the Department of Posts 
on 26th July, 2024. 

 

1. A Picture Postcard on shooting 
on the opening day of the Paris 

Olympics Inaugural day, released 
by the Department of Posts on 

26th July, 2024. 

     2. A Picture Postcard released by the Department of Posts, on 29th July, 2024 when 
Manu Bhaker, ace Indian shooter won two bronze medals at the Paris Olympics 

Games on 28th July, 2024, first for a woman Indian Athlete in 10 m Air Pistol Shooting 
and also in the Mixed Doubles in 10 m Air Pistol Shooting.   
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Archery 

 

      Archery had its debut at the 1900 Summer Olympics and has 
been contested in 17 Olympiads. 105 nations have competed in the 
Olympic archery events, with France appearing the most often at 15 
times. The most noticeable trend has been the excellence of South 
Korean archers, who have won 27 out of 39 gold medals in archery 
events since 1984. Olympic archery is governed by the World 
Archery Federation  (WA; formerly FITA). Recurve archery is the 
only discipline of archery featured at the Olympic Games. 

 

 

 

Gymnastics 

      Gymnastics events have been contested at every summer Olympic games since the birth of the 
modern Olympic movement at the 1892 summer Olympics in Athens. For 32 years, only men were 
allowed to compete. Beginning at the 1928 summer Olympics in Amsterdam, women were allowed to 
compete in artistic gymnastics events as well. Rhythmic gymnastics events were introduced at the 
1984 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles, and trampoline events were added at the 2000 summer 
Olympics in Sydney. 

Jumping 

     Jumping events include:  

• Long Jump 
• High Jump 
• Triple Jump 
• Pole Vault  

 

Throwing 

     Throwing events include:  

• Discus 
• Shot Put 
• Javelin  
• Hammer Throw  

 

 

 

 

A Picture Postcard on Archery on the opening day of 
the Paris Olympics Inaugural day, released by the 

Department of Posts on 26th July, 2024.   

 

 

A Picture Postcard on Javelin Throw on the opening day 
of the Paris Olympics Inaugural day, released by the 

Department of Posts on 26th July, 2024.  Neeraj Chopra 
is a good prospect for a medal in the upcoming event of 

Paris, 2024, who has already won a gold in the Tokyo 
Olympics 2020. 
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Judo 

      Judo was first included in the summer Olympic Games at the 1964 Games in Tokyo, Japan. After 
not being included in 1968, judo has been an Olympic  sport in each Olympiad since then. Only male 
judoka participated until the 1988 summer Olympics , when women's judo was organized as a 
demonstration sport . Women judoka were first awarded medals at the 1992 Summer Olympics.. 

Fencing  

      Fencing has been contested at every Summer Olympic Games  since the birth of the modern 
Olympic movement at the 1896 Summer Olympic  in Athens. There are three forms of Olympic fencing:  

• Foil — a light thrusting weapon; the valid target is restricted to the torso; double touches are not 
allowed. 

• Epee — a heavy thrusting weapon; the valid target area covers the entire body; double touches 
are allowed. 

• Sabre — a light cutting and thrusting weapon; the valid target area includes almost everything 
above the waist (excluding the back of the head and the hands); double touches are not allowed. 

Wrestling  

 

      Wrestling at the Olympic Games  first appeared at the first 
modern  Olympics, in the form of Greco - Roman Wrestling, held 
in Athens in 1896. Wrestling would appear at every Summer 
Olympics held since then, with the exception of the 1900 summer 
Olympics  when wrestling did not appear on the program. 
Freestyle wrestling (or, catch -as catch-can wrestling as it was 
called prior to the 1948 Olympics) and weight classes both made 
their first appearance at the 1904 summer Olympics. Women's 
freestyle wrestling competition was first held at the 2004 summer 
Olympics. 

 

  

 

 

 

Equestrian Sports 

      Equestrian Sports were first included in the Olympic Games in the Summer Olympics of 1900 in 
Paros.  They were again included in 1912, and have been included in every subsequent edition of the 
Games. Currently, the Olympic equestrian disciplines are dressage, evening, and show jumping. In 
each discipline, both individual and team medals are awarded. Since the XV Olympiad in Helsinki in 
1952, women and men compete on equal terms. 

      Together with the equestrian component of Modern Pentarholon, it is the only Olympic event that 
involves animals. The horses are considered to be athletes as much as the riders. 

A Picture Postcard on Wrestling on the opening day of the 
Paris Olympics Inaugural day, released by the Department of 
Posts on 26th July, 2024.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer_Olympic_Games
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      The international governing body for equestrian sports is the Federation Equestre Internationale. 
The first Olympics held under its authority were in 1924 

Recent history 

      At the 2020 Summer Olympics, India was represented by a new record number of 124 athletes. 
Saikhom Mirabai Chanu secured a silver in the weightlifting women's category of 49 kg on the opening 
day, the first time India won a medal on the opening day of any Olympics. A few days later, P V Sindhu 
defeated China's He Bingiao in the Women’s singles badminton bronze-medal match in straight games, 
thus becoming the first Indian woman to win two individual Olympic medals. Neeraj Chopra won the 
gold in Javelin Throw, becoming the first Indian to win a gold medal in track and field and the second 
Indian to win an individual Olympic gold. In Men's Field Hockey, India won a bronze medal. This medal 
came after a gap of 41 years, having last won a gold medal in Moscow 1980. In the wrestling 
competitions, Ravi Kumar Dahiya won a silver medal and Bajrang Punia won a bronze medal. Olympic 
debutant Lovlina Borgohain took bronze in women's boxing. She became only the second woman to 
win an Olympic medal in boxing. The haul of seven medals is the best performance by India at the 
Olympics so far. 

      A record number of stamps were released by Japan for the Tokyo Olympics 2020 (Three sets of 
75 Mint stamps released by the Department of Posts, Japan were released during Tokyo Olympics 
2020 which were held in 2021 for the first time, because of the COVID Pandemic).  

Volleyball  

      Volleyball has been part of the Summer Olympics program for both men and women consistently 
since 1964. Barzil, the USA and the former Soviet Union are the only teams to win multiple gold medals 
at the men's tournament since its introduction. 

Weightlifting  

      Indian weightlifter Karnam Malleswari holds the distinguished honour of being the first woman from 
India to win a medal at the Olympics. Her career’s crowning achievement came at the Sydney 2000 
Olympics. Lifting 110kg and 130kg in the ‘snatch’ and ‘clean and jerk’ categories respectively to total 
240kg, Karnam Malleswari became the first Indian woman to win a prestigious Olympic bronze medal. 
The historic achievement made her an instant household name and the masses named her ‘The Iron 
Lady’. She remains, till date, the only Indian woman weightlifter to have won an Olympic medal. 
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Boxing  

      Boxing has been contested at every Summer Olympic Games since its introduction to the program 
at the 1904 Summer Olympics, except for the 1912 Summer Olympics in Stockholm, because Swedish 
law banned the sport at the time. The 2008 Summer Olympics were the final games with boxing as a 
male only event. Since the 2012 Summer Olympics, women's boxing is part of the program. Mary Kom 
won a Bronze Medal for India in 2012 London Olympic Games. 

Football  

      Football has been included in every Summer Olympic Games as a men's competition sport, except 
1896 (the inaugural Games) and 1932 (in an attempt to promote the new FIFA World Cup tournament). 
Women’s Football was added to the official program at the Atlanta 1996 Games. 

     

 

Cycling Road  

      Cycling has been contested at every Summer Olympic Games since the birth of the modern 
Olympic movement at the 1896 Olympics, at which a road race and five track events were held. 
Mountain bike racing entered the Olympic programme at the Atlanta Olympics, followed by BMX racing 
in 2008 and freestyle BMX in 2020. Before the 2020 Summer Olympics, all events were speed races, 
but the 2020 programme featured BMX Freestyle for the first time. 

 

Lawn Tennis 

      One of the most famous name associated with the Indian Tennis, has been Leander Paes, who 
has participated in 5 Olympic Games in both Singles as well as Doubles and won a Bronze medal for 
the Singles in the 1996 Atlanta Olympics.  
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Table Tennis 

      There are several players who are medal contenders in this sport from India, most notable are 
Achanta Sharath Kamal and Manik Batra, etc. The most notable is Sharath Kamal who was also the 
Joint Flag Bearer of the Indian team at the Paris, 2024 Olympics.    

Shuttle Badminton 

      Some of the promising players of India are P V Sindhu, who will be aiming for a hattrick of Medals, 
she had won a Silver at Rio Olympics in 2016 and a bronze in 2020 Tokyo and aiming for a Gold in 
Paris 2024. She was also the Joint Flag bearer of the Indian Team in Paris, 2024 Olympics. 

      



 

 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.104/October 2024 

 

 

45 

 
 
 

 

CROATIA 
 

Little Shoemaker  (Cripto Stamp)     
 

   

Issued on 09.09.2024 
 
 

ISRAEL 
 

Festivals Jewish New Year 

 

 
 

Issued on 10.09.2024 

New Issues from Other Countries 
 



                                                           Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.104/October 2024 

 

 

46 

LIECHTENSTEIN 
 

Olympic Games Paris 2024 
 

 
 

Issued on 02.09.2024 
 

 ISLE OF MAN 
 

Small Island Wonder 
 

 
 

NEW ZEALAND 
 

Bird of the Year 
 

 
 

Issued on 16.09.2024 

 
 

 Issued on 16.09.2024 
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GREAT BRITAIN 
 

 

Spiders  
 

 
      

Issued on 26.09.2024 
 

FINLAND 
 

Modern Hobbies 

GIBRALTAR 
 

Butterflies of Gibraltar 

  
Issued on 30.09.2024 Issued on 11.09.2024 

 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
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GAYA : 04 August 2024 

Baba Koteswarnath Dham 
 

JAIPUR : 05 August 2024 
Jaipur Tiger Festival 2024 

 

  
SARAN CHAPRA : 07 September 2024 

AHILYAPEX-2024 - Gautam Asthan 
 

SARAN CHAPRA : 07 September 2024 
AHILYAPEX-2024 - Chirand 

 

  
MUMBAI : 14 September 2024 

Bandtr (Paschim) Sarvajanik Ganeshotsav Mandal 
 

BENGALURU : 15 September 2024 
International Day of Democracy 

  
RAJGIRI : 18 September 2024 

Nalanda University, Rajgiri 
 

BENGALURU : 19 September 2024 
100th Birth Anniversary Vijaya Bhaskar 

 

  
PANAJI : 23 September 2024 

37th All India Postal Chess Tournament 2024-25 
KOLKATA : 28 September 2024 

Lokmata Rani Rashmoni 

New Special Covers 
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PRAYAGRAJ : 28 September 2024 

50 Years of SS Khanna Girls Degree College, Prayagraj 
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Teachers’ Day 
(05.09.2024) 

World First Aid Day 
(14.09.2024) 

Save Our Ozone Layer 
(16.09.2024) 

    
Thiruvananthapuram Srinagar Bengaluru Coimbatore 

 
 
 

                                        
                           Pune                                               Bengaluru                                     Bengaluru 

 

World Tourism Day 
(27.09.2024) 

              
Bengaluru Belgam Mysuru Bhubaneswar 

 
 

New Permanent Pictorial Cancellations 
 

    

Tapkara Santiniketan Kila Zafargarh Raja Bhoj Airport 

 

    
Chitrakote Champaran Sihawa Barnawapara 

 

New Special Cancellations & PPCs 
 

International Day of Sign Language 
(23.09.2024) 

Antyodaya Diwas 
(25.09.2024) 

World Bamboo Day 
(18.09.2024) 
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CHINA 2024 

      40th Asian International Stamp Exhibition will be held at the Shanghai Exhibition Centre from 29 th 
November to 3rd December 2024.  The event holds particular significance as it commemorates both 
the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China and the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately.  The exhibition is under FIAP Patronage and FIP 
recognition and is expected a display of around 1600 frames. 

Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkaar is the National Commissioner 
(Mobile: 9766310553 Email: pratisadn@gmail.com) 
Mr. Rajesh Paharia is the Assistant Commissioner 
(Mobile:9351716969 Email: shreetotal@gmail.com) 
 

URUGUAY 2025 

      FIP patronaged Specialized World Stamp Exhibition with a capacity of 2000 display frames will be 
held from 17 to 22 February 2025, to celebrate the 200 years of the declaration of independence of 
Uruguay.  The last date for applying is 15 September 2024. 

The National commissioner is: Parvesh Kumar Gupta  
(Mobile: 9810628387 Email: maachis001@gmail.com) 

            Assistant Commissioner is: Raunak Dutta 
(Mobile: 9830146836 Email: raunak.dutta1990@yahoo.in) 

 

MELBOURNE 2025 

      The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne, 
Australia will be held in 2025. 
 

      For more details:  https://melbourne2025.com.au/ 
 

Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp +919351716969) 
Email: shreetotal@gmail.com  

 
EUROPHILEX-2025 

      The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held 
at Birmingham.  The extended dates of European Philatelic Exhibition will be on 
8th to 11th May 2025.  This is the first time ever, Britain has decided to move its 
international exhibition out of London.  Birmingham is the country’s second city, 
which is located in the centre of England, surrounded by a massive population 
and several other large cities. 

 
                                             For more details:  https://europhilex2025.co.uk/ 
 
BOSTON-2026 

 
      The FIP Patronaged 12th International Philatelic Exhibition of the United States 
gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition Center 
(BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026. 
 

      For more details: https://boston2026.org/ 

Forthcoming Events 
 

mailto:pratisadn@gmail.com
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
mailto:maachis001@gmail.com
mailto:raunak.dutta1990@yahoo.in
https://melbourne2025.com.au/
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
https://boston2026.org/
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INPEX-2025 
 
      The Philatelic Congress of India (PCI), NationalPhilatelic Federation, is going to organise and hold 
the National Philatelic Exhibition INPEX-2025 between January-March 2025 (Details awaited) 
 
AMSIPEX 25 
 
      The Airmail Soceity of India Foundation (AMSI) is 
conducting its 1st online International Aero & Astrophilatelic 
exhibition during 15 to 23 February 2025.  Entries for 
following classes will be accepted. 
 
1. Competitive Class:  
     5 frame and 8 frame 
     1 frame 

2. Literature Class 
3. Special section for youth collectors with 2-3 frame exhibits 
4. Special section for novice exhibitors with 2-3 frame exhibits 
 
      More details in www.amsipex.com 
 
OTHER EXHIBITIONS 
 
      We are publishing some flyers received in connection 
with philatelic exhibitions at various places of the South India.  
More details not received. 
 
 
 
 

                      
     

http://www.amsipex.com/
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Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
 

www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org  
www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
www.indiamintstamp.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVII. No.201 (Sept. 2024) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.175, 176, 177 (July 2023 - January 2024) 
Filacap – online. No.259  (September 2024) 
The Fila Capsule No.7 (July-August 2024) 
 
 

 
 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org/
http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
 
 



                                                           Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.104/October 2024 

 

 

56 

 
 

Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 
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