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Dear Friends, 

 
      Sorry for the delay in publishing this issue. Because I was too busy with some other personal work. 
 
      The exhibition season has started.  District level and State level exhibitions are going on in different 
parts of the country.  Philatelists are expecting a National Level Philatelic exhibition in 2025.  Also some 
State Level exhibitions are yet to be conducted. Hope they will be conducted before the National Level 
Exhibition. 
 
      Recently a philatelic advisory committee met at New Delhi.  We don’t know what were the decisions 
and advice made in the committee meeting.   Not a committee member revealed the decisions taken 
at the meeting to the philatelic community till now. I think we, the philatelists, have the right to know the 
decisions. Unrevealed decisions can lead to unintended consequences, sparking controversy and 
conflict among philatelists.  This will lead to a decline in confidence by the philatelists to the Philatelic 
Advisory Committee. 
 
      Nothing more at this time. I wish all our members a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year in 
advance. 
 

 
Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile:9387801948 
 

 

Editorial 
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Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 

Thiruvananthapuram 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com  

Mobile: 9387801948 

 

 

 

Anantha Nadam, 
 

a well reputed souvenir from 
Ananthapuri Philatelic 

Association 

 

 

Whether you are a budding or seasoned collector, this book is an invaluable 
resource for anyone passionate about philately 

This centenary 
commemorative 

edition features a 
collection of selected 

articles from  
the renowned 

philatelists, stories 
and memories that 

have been cherished 
by our readers  
over the years. 

Editor: P. Mohanachandran Nair 
Size: D¼ (28 x 22)  

Pages: 140 in colour 
 
 

Price: Rs.400. + Rs.70. (Shipping charges) 
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SCHOOLPEX 2024 

      25th  Inter School Stamp Exhibition was inaugurated on 14 November 2024 at Junior Hall, St. 
Xavier’s School, Jaipur.  The exhibition was jointly organised by the Philatelic Society of Rajasthan and 
St. Xavier’s School continuously for the last 24 years. 

      Chief Guest of the function was Mrs. Preeti Sangwan, Principal, B.V.B. Vidyashram School, JLN 
Marg, Jaipur and Guest of Honour was Mrs. Anubrata Das IPS, Director Postal Service HQ, India 
Posts. 

  

      There are approximately 150 selected entries displayed in Exhibition this year.  The event 
concluded on16 November 2024 at 4.00 pm 

 

EXHIBITION AT SANDESH MUSEUM, BENGALURU 

      A mini philatelic exhibition was held at Sandesh Museum, Museum Road, Bangalore from 1st to 
30th November 2024.   

      Philatelist from Karnataka Shri. Jagannath Mani displayed his collection on the theme “Karnataka 
in Philately”. 

 

   

 

News in Brief 
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PERIYARPEX 2024 
 
      A District Level Philatelic Exhibition, Periyarpex 2024 was held at Aluva Muncipal Town Hall in 
Kerala for two days on 6th and 7th November 2024.  The exhibition was inaugurated by Aluva Muncipal 
Chairman.  Shri. J T Venkateswarlu IPoS, Chief Postmaster General, Kerala Circle presided over the 
function. 
 

 
 
      Two special covers on the world renowned Oceanographers.  First one is on Dr N K Panikkar,  
Former Director,  CMFRI,  Kochi, and Founding Director of CSIR-NIO,  Dona Paula,  Goa and also the 
Former Vice Chancellor of CUSAT,  Kochi Kerala.   
 
      The second one was on  Dr S Z Qasim,  Former Director of CMFRI,  Kochi,Kerala and Former 
Director,  CSIR-NIO,  Dona Paula,  Goa.  Also Former Vice Chancellor of Jamia Milia University. . He 
led the First Indian Scientific Expedition to Antarctica,  way back in 1982-83. 
 

‘DHAI AKHAR’ NATIONAL LEVEL LETTER WRITING COMPETITION  

      The Dhai Akhar National Level Letter Writing Campaign is not only a celebration of the art of letter 
writing, but it is also an opportunity for individuals across the country to express their thoughts, feelings, 
and ideas in a meaningful and heartfelt manner. It encourages creativity, originality, and self-
expression, and provides a platform for individuals to display their writing skills and talents. The Dhai 
Akhar National Level Letter Writing Campaign not only promotes the art of letter writing but also fosters 
creativity, critical thinking, and empathy among participants.  

      Dhai Akhar is a National Level Letter Writing Competition on a theme/ subject decided by 
Department of Posts for the citizens of India. Participants will write a Letter expressing their views on 
the subject addressing to the Chief Postmaster General concerned which would be eligible for Cash 
awards if shortlisted first at Circle level and then Directorate level.  

General Conditions  

• Periodicity: The Dhai Akhar National Level Letter Writing Competition is organized every 

year. The campaign will start from 14th September to 14th December (three months). 

Letters posted after 14th December of the year will not be accepted.  
• Topic: The theme and topic for the competition is The Joy of Writing : Importance of 

Letters in a Digital age.  
• Language: The letter can be written in English, Hindi or any Vernacular.  
• Categories: The competition will be in the following categories:  
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(i) Up to 18 years: - 

    (a) Inland Letter Card Category  
    (b) Envelope Category  
 
(ii) Above 18 years: -  
     (a) Inland Letter Card Category  
     (b) Envelope Category  

Permitted Stationery  

      The embossed envelope/ envelope with stamp affixed for plain A-4 size paper letter and the Inland 
Letter Card (ILC) will be the permitted stationery. The letter can be written on plain A-4 size paper with 
a word limit of not more than 1000 words, or in an Inland Letter Card (ILC) (not more than 500 words). 
Letter must be hand written and, in any case, no typed letter will be accepted.  

Eligibility  

      Any citizen of India can participate in this competition. There is no minimum or maximum age 
prescribed for participation. Any citizen of India can participate in respective category according to 
his/her choice and age. The participants have to give a certificate of their age on the letter such as “I 
certify that I am below/above the age of 18 as on 01/01/2024”. In case of winning entries, the respective 
Circle will verify the age and other ID certificates before sending the 03 best entries in each category 
to Directorate.  

Selection Procedure  

      The best 03 (three) entries in each category will be shortlisted by every Circle and prize will be 
awarded to these 03 entries at Circle level. These best 03 entries of each category (12 in all) chosen 
at Circle level will be sent to the Directorate for further evaluation of final best 03 entries in each 
category at the National Level. To shortlist candidates at Circle level, an Evaluation Committee will be 
constituted of which CPMG will be the Chairperson, Other members of the committee must be an 
academician or a scholar of the particular language/ literature/ associated with journalism including a 
professor/teaching faculty in a college school. The opinion of the scholars shall be given utmost 
importance while making qualitative selection. Selection Committee at National Level will be constituted 
at Directorate level for evaluation of final best 03 entries in each category at National Level.  

Prize  

The prize money to be given to the winners of Circle Level and National Level Letters in each category 
is as follows:  

Prize to be given to the winners in each Category at Circle Level: (A) 

Prize Category 
(Prize Amount) x (No. of 

Categories) x (No. of Circles) 
Total Amount 

First Prize in each Category  Rs. 25,000/- x 4 x 23  Rs. 23,00,000/-  

Second Prize in each Category Rs. 10,000/- x 4 x 23  Rs. 9,20,000/-  

Third Prize in each Category  Rs. 5,000/- x 4 x 23  Rs. 4,60,000/-  

 
Prize to be given in each Category at National Level: (B) 

Prize Category 
(Prize Amount) x (No. of 

Categories) 
Total Amount 

First Prize in each Category  Rs. 50,000/- x 4  Rs. 2,00,000/-  

Second Prize in each Category Rs. 25,000/- x 4 Rs. 1,00,000/-  

Third Prize in each Category  Rs. 10,000/- x 4 Rs. 40,000/-  

 



                                                           Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.106/December 2024 

 

 

10 

NEW E-BOOK RELEASED 

      Capt. Vijay Wadhwa published his new e-book titled “Celestial 
Chronicles : Stellar Impressions” based on Astrophilately.  This book 
serves as an insightful exploration of how postage stamps are have 
played a pivotal role in documenting astronomical history, preserving the 
wonders of the cosmos for future generations.  The preface of the book 
is written by Shri. Piyush Khaitan, Forward by Shri. Pradip Jain and a 
message by Shri. Markand Dave - all are well known philatelists. 

      This Kindle edition is available at Amazon.com at $.29.99 

 

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATION OF PCT 

      The Golden Jubilee Celebration of Philatelic Club Thrissur (PCT) was held with a philatelic 
exhibition at Sree Sankara Hall, Thrissur from 15th to 17th November 2024.  The exhibition was 
inaugurated by Dr. Capt. Suseela Menon, Principal, Paramekkavu College, Thrissur in a function 
organised at the hall.  Shri. Olvex Michael Norohna, Secretary PCT was in the chair.  Shri. 
Madhusoodhanan R, President PCT made his welcome speech.  Felicitations were made by Shri. Mani 
Vithayathil, President, Religious Stamp Club, Shri. Mohanachandran Nair, Secretary, Ananthapuri 
Philatelic Association, and PCT members Dr. K. S. Mohan, Shri. O K Prakash and Shri. E. P. James.  
Shri. A R Shaji, PCT Treasurer delivered vote of thanks.  The meeting felicitated the founder and old 
members of the club. 

      The closing ceremony function took place on 17 November 2024 at the same venue.  The chief 
guest of the function was Hon. Thushar Menon, Addnl. District Judge, Manjeri. Felicitations were done 
by Shri. Abraham, Treasurer, KNS Ernakulam, Shri. Sethumadhavan, President TCS, Shri. Balagopal 
Channayil, President HSK and Shri. Vincent C J, PCT member.  Awards were distributed by the chief 
guest for the winners of stamps displayed.  Eighteen awards were distributed to the winners. 

3 Gold Medals 
7 Silver Medal 
8 Bronze Medal 
 
      Shri. Madhusoodhanan R PCT President delivered welcome speech and vote of thanks was 
given by A R Shaji, Treasurer PCT. 
 
      The celebration ended with taking a group photo of available members. 
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ALPINE 2024 
 
      Alpine Philatelic and Numismatic Society (APNS), Darjeeling organized ALPINE 2024 a Philatelic 
and Numismatic exhibition on the 15th of November 2024 in collaboration with North Point Academy, a 
school in Singamari, Darjeeling North Point Academy has an active Philately and Numismatic Club 
where students are encouraged to collect stamps and coins. The club is mentored by Vivek Yonzone, 
a local philatelist who also happens to be the founder of APNS. Students of the school have participated 
and won medals in various District, State and National levels of Philatelic Competitions organized by 
the Department of Posts, Government of India. 
 

      
 

      
 

      The event saw a display of the various philatelic exhibits of the students of the school which had 
won medals in the last couple of Philatelic Competitions, display of coins and currencies. Some exhibits 
of the local stamp collectors were also put on display. There was also a display of Phillumeny, Art work 
and embroidery work. The neighbouring schools, parents and locals were invited to the event.   
 
      An attractive activity for all the visitors of the event was creating and posting postcards. Visitors 
were all encouraged to write, colour, decorate postcards provided at the event and post those in a 
postbox kept at the venue. All enjoyed the activity thoroughly. 
 
      ‘The main motive of organizing this exhibition is to encourage students into different hobbies with 
Philately and Numismatics as the main ones in focus’ said Vivek Yonzone, the founder of APNS.  ‘We 
also want to keep the dying art of Letter Writing alive so we asked all visitors to write and post postcards. 
We feel that students these days need to be encouraged into healthy and interesting hobbies so as to 
keep them away from the ill elements of the society and mobile phones. Many are writing postcards for 
the first time and will definitely be excited when they receive them via post later’ he added. Visitors all 
walked out excited after exploring the unpopular but fascinating world of stamps and coins. 
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POSTCROSSING MEETUP AT BENGALURU GPO  
 
      On November 9, 2024, the Bengaluru General Post Office (GPO) hosted a delightful Postcrossing 
meetup. A total of 10 enthusiastic participants came together to celebrate their shared love for 
postcards, marking yet another memorable event in Bengaluru’s Postcrossing journey. 
 

         
 
 

      The meetup featured lively conversations, exchanging insights about postcards and philately. 
Attendees enjoyed signing postcards as a cherished tradition of Postcrossing meetups. The warm 
camaraderie among the participants made the gathering special despite its simplicity. 
 
      To commemorate the occasion, two exclusive Postcrossing meetup cards were created. One 
featured the map outline of Karnataka state, while the other paid tribute to Kempegowda, the founding 
father of Bengaluru city. These cards were a unique keepsake for all attendees. 
 
      Although time constraints limited the scope of the gathering, the meetup succeeded in fostering 
connections and celebrating the spirit of Postcrossing. Participants departed with fond memories and 
beautifully signed postcards, looking forward to more such events in the future. 
 

 

Ananthapuri Philatelic Association launched its new online trading platform 

APA Exchange WhatsApp group 
 

Join us and explore the joy of stamp collecting 

 

Follow this link to join APA Exchange WhatsApp group: 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EuotljvVI7aACYjRxsVyet  

 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/EuotljvVI7aACYjRxsVyet
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By Константин Зайцев (Россия) / Konstantin Zaitsev (Russia) 
Sanjit Keshri (India) 

 
 

The XVI BRICS summit took place in Kazan, Russia, from October 22 to 24, 2024.  
 

 
 

The inaugural BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India and China) summit took place in Yekaterinburg, Russia on 
June 16, 2009. Later on, the name was changed to BRICS when South Africa joined the organization. 
BRICS, an intergovernmental organization, is a coalition of 10 countries: Brazil, Russia, India, China, 
South Africa, UAE, Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia, and Saudi Arabia. 
 

 
 

Bilateral relations between BRICS nations are built on principles of equality, non-interference, and 
mutual benefit. The BRICS summit in Kazan welcomed 36 delegations from various countries and 
international organizations, including UN Secretary-General António Guterres. Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Aruni Wijewardane were among the participants. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Russian President V.V. Putin and Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Kazan. 
 

BRICS 2024 Summit in Russia 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yekaterinburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
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Russian Postage Stamp Release 
 

To commemorate this major international political event, Russia issued a special postage stamp 
 

 

 

The stamp, designed by artist S. Kapranov, features the emblem of the 
XVI BRICS summit against a panorama of Kazan. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The stamps were issued in sheets of 15 stamps. 

Total number of sheets released = 6000. 
(Total number of single stamps = 90,000). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ceremony of releasing the First Day cover together with the postmark and stamps took place in 
Kazan in a solemn atmosphere. 
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The First day postmark has the image of the submit emblem 
and the postmarks are from Kazan and Moscow where 
‘Kazan’ is the venue postmark.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first day cover had the image of the town hall, 
where the meeting of Heads of State, BRICS 

participants and guests took place.  
 

First Day envelope with cancellation in Moscow 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Day envelope, sent through registered mail in 
Kazan, on the opening day of the summit, October 
22, 2024. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As a part of the work of BRICS 2024, a meeting of the heads of prosecutorial services of the 
participating states took place in June 2024 in St. Petersburg. For this event, a special envelope was 
issued in Russia, which can also be attributed to the BRICS summit. 
 

 
 

The BRICS 2024 summit, held in Russia, had enormous political and economic significance for the 
development of countries striving for peace and prosperity. 
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NILGIRI TAHR 
 

Issued by Postmaster General, Western Region, 
Coimbatore during 

 

KOVAIPEX-2024 
 

   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

New Picture Postcards 
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VIBRANT WINGS OF COIMBATORE 
 

Issued by Postmaster General, Western Region, 
Coimbatore during 

 

KOVAIPEX-2024 
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BEAUTY OF PEACOCK  
Created by young artists 

 

Issued by Postmaster General, Western Region, 
Coimbatore during 

 

KOVAIPEX-2024 
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DIVINE LEGACY  

 

Issued by Chief Postmaster General,Bihar Circle, 
Patna during Bihar Philatelic Exhibition 

 

BIPEX-2024 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

       



                                                           Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.106/December 2024 

 

 

20 

 

SHAKTHIPEETH  
 

Issued by Chief Postmaster General,Bihar Circle, 
Patna during Bihar Philatelic Exhibition 

 

BIPEX-2024 
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SPECIAL CANCELLATION OF KERALA FORMATION DAY 
 
      The Kerala Postal Circle released a Special Cancellation of Kerala formation day on 1st November 
2024.  The release function was held at Philatelic Bureau, Thiruvananthapuram. Ananthapuri Philatelic 
Association (APA) was specially invited to the function.  Shri. Sujith Kumar, Dy. Postmaster, General 
Post Office, Thiruvananthapuram released the cancellation.  Shri. Manikantan, Philatelic Bureau-in-
charge welcomed the gathering.  Felicitations were done by APA Secretary Shri. P. Mohanachandran 
Nair, Treasurer Shri. Jacob Philip, Executive Committee members S/Shri. Mohan Kumar and Sunil 
Kumar.  The cancellation was available at all philatelic bureaus in Kerala. 
 

 
 
PERIYARPEX WINNERS 
 
      The District Level Philatelic Exhibition, Periyarpex 2024 was held at Aluva Muncipal Town Hall in 
Kerala for two days on 6th and 7th November 2024.  Our following members were participated and won 
the medals as per list. 
 

1 Buddha, The Light of Asia  Sudha Pulpra First Prize 

2 India Collaboration and Joint Stamps Alan Jeffery First Prize 

3 Winged Beauties of the World Shijumon K R First Prize 

4 Die Flaws on Cochin Last Raja Stamp Thomas Paul Second Prize 

5 Hand Written Certificates with Early Cochin Stamps Dr. Bijo Paul Second Prize 

6 Scientists & Scientific Institutions in India sub-continent Dr. Ramesh Kumar Third Prize 

 
      Congratulations dear winners. 
 
SHARJAH 2024 
 
      The National level philatelic exhibition held at Sharjah 2024 concluded on 24 November 2024.  Our 
following members participated in it and won medals as per below table.  Congratulations. 
 

Guninder Singh Narang Ramayana - The Journey of Lord Rama Thematic Bronze 

Piyush Khaitan 
The Postage Message Service of the Indian Red Cross 
Society During the Second World War 

One Frame 80 points 

Sushil Mehra Gandhi Connections Literature Silver 

Sridevi N Harmonious Horizons Literature Large Silver 

 
KOVAIPEX 2024 
 
      Our Life Member Dr. K. Satyanarayanan won Silver Medal for his exhibit “Natures Beauty Flora & 
Fauna of India” under thematic exhibits. Congratulations. 

Association News 
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CHICAGOPEX 2024 
 
      The annual philatelic exhibition CHICAGOPEX 2024 was organised by Chicago Philatelic Society 
during 22nd  to 24th  November 2024 at the Westin Chicago Northwest, 400 Park Blvd. Itasca III. 60413. 
Our following members participated in it and won awards,  Congratulations. 
 

Lokeswara Rao 
Buddhist Dances Single Frame Silver Bronze 

CITES - Endangered Species on Stamps Literature Large Silver 

Capt. Vijay Wadhwa 
Behavioral Diversity Among Birds Literature Vermeil 

The Pigeon Literature Vermeil 

Shashi Pal Hands - Crafting gestures and expressions Literature Large Vermeil 

Kumesh Kumar Jain Save Planet Earth - Stamp Out Pollution Literature Large Silver 

 
 
SPECIAL COVER ON CPMG OFFICE, KERALA 
 
      On 25th November 2024 a Special Cover was released by Kerala Postal Circle on the theme 
heritage buildings.  In this cover the picture of CPMG Office, Thiruvananthapuram was depicted. The 
cover was released by Shri. J T Venkateswarlu IPoS, Chief Postmaster General, Kerala Circle. The 
releasing function was arranged in front of the heritage CPMG Office building.  The members of 
Ananthapuri Philatelic Association was invited to the function.  Our members Shri. Jacob Philip, 
Treasurer, Shri. Mohan Kumar, Executive Member, Shri. Giri Nair and Sunil Kumar were attended. 
 

 
 
      On 27th November 2024 another Special Cover was released by Kerala Postal Circle on the same 
theme - heritage buildings.  In this cover the Fort Post Office building, Thiruvananthapuram was 
depicted. We were also invited to the release function at Fort Post Office. 
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 
 
 

Italy - The Sicilian Error of Colour 
 

 
 

The Sicilian Error of Colour 
 
The second most expensive stamp in the world, issued in 1859, is the Sicilian Error of Colour in 2011. 
 
On August 22, 1851, "Friedrich August" stamps were printed, as reported to the Leipzig Post Office, 
where 1/2 Neugroschen blue - 25 Copies were discovered among a quantity of 2 Neugroschen blue. 
Only five stamps were sold to members of the public. 
 
The error in colour of 1/2 grana was the distinguishing feature of Sicily's rarest and most distinctive 
stamp. The stamp initially had to be produced in orange. In 1859, the stamp was printed in blue. 
 
Most importantly, there are only two stamps known to exist today. On June 10, 2011, this stamp was 
sold at an auction in Basel, Switzerland for USD 2.6 Million. 
 
 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.  Please send the matter in A4 size 

Word format.  Send the clear images in separate files. 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 

Stamp of the month 

 
 

https://philatelyinformation.blogspot.com/2022/08/the-sicilian-error-of-color.html
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By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai 
 

 

I. INTRODUCTION  
 
International and National level exhibitions in India, tend to add new and interesting 
topics, and richness, to the cumulative list of stamps issued by India Post. For example, 
the National Level Philatelic Exhibition held at New Delhi in February 2023, called 
Amritpex 2023, which was held to celebrate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav for the landmark 
of 75 years of Independence, added i. a setenant stamp on Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav; ii.  
8 stamps in 2 Miniature Sheets on Brides of India, from different States; and iii. A 
Miniature Sheet containing 12 stamps on the subject of Indian agricultural products that 
have obtained G.I. tag.   
 
The INDEPEX ASIANA 2000 PHILATELY EXHIBITION organized in Kolkata from 
December 7 to 12th December 2000, completes 25 years in December 2024. It was the 
14th Asian International Postal Exhibition, and the first Asian Philatelic exhibition, 
organized by India. Other important landmarks this exhibition celebrated was the 50th 
Year of the Republic of India, and the start of the New Millennium. Like other Indian 
international exhibitions, some interesting stamp sets were issued during this Philatelic 
Exhibition, which are the essence of this article.  
 
The stamps for this Philatelic Exhibition were printed by Calcutta Security Printers 
(CSP), Kanpur. In some cases, it is observed, from data found in Catalogue/Guide books 
like Phila India, that the FDC and the stamp sets issued for this exhibition were issued 
on a different date from the concerned M.S.  More information is shared here under. 
 
Indian Security Press (ISP), Nasik had been keeping the flag of the printing of Indian 
Security items like currency and stamps, flying high from 1947 itself, but with the demand 
rising, it is found that many stamps sets started to be printed by private Security Printers 
too. For example, the Private Security Printer- CSP- had printed stamp sets like that for 
the 5th April 1999 Maritime Heritage stamp set, and the 11th May 1999 National 
Technology Day (Jai Vigyan) stamp. Later on, after this exhibition, they continued their 
contribution to printing of Indian stamps. They, for example,  printed the  21st July 2001 
Corals of India 4 stamp set; on 14th December 2001 a stamp on renown film director and 
actor Raj Kapoor; on  22nd December 2004 a  3 stamp setenant set on Sangeet Natak 
Academy; which were among the many others printed by them for Indian Post over the 
years thereafter.  
  
II. NATURAL HERITAGE OF MANIPUR AND TRIPURA 
  
This was the 1st of the 3 sets of stamps issued for Indepex -Asiana 2000, and the theme 
is on the natural heritage of the North East Indian States  of Manipur and Tripura. They 
show 4 different flora and fauna, namely  i. Siroi Lily (also called Shirui Lily and Lilium 
Macklinae) which  is the State flower of Manipur and is very rare as it is found only in 

The Innovative Stamps of INDEPEX ASIANA 2000 
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the Shirui hill range of Manipur, about 83 km north of the capital, Imphal;  ii. Sangai Deer, 
(This deer was thought to be extinct, till a few survivors were found in 1953, and the 
population revived. Also called the brow - antler deer, it is found among the floating bio-
mass called phumdi, in  Loktak Lake inside the Keibul Lamjao National Park in Manipur); 
iii. Wild Guava (also called Ceylon oak and patana oak, it is also found in S.E. Asia and 
Afghanistan, and has many medicinal properties, for which parts of this pant are used in  
Manipur and Tripura for treatment of various illnesses) and iv.  Slow Loris (This is the 
only nocturnal primate found in N.E. India, which includes Manipur and Tripura. Also 
called the Bengal Loris, it is listed as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List).  
 

 
 

With this topical stamp set, attention was drawn to the rare flora and fauna of N.E. India, 
as part of this Philatelic Exhibition.   
 
The FDC issued on 31st March 2000 is shared here. The stamp set was also issued on 
the same date.  
 

 
 
The M.S. for this stamp set was issued sometime later. This M.S.  was innovative, as 
some of the famous landmarks of Kolkata (Calcutta) are also featured in the M.S. It was 
issued on 7th April 2000. 
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Individual stamps sheets were issued for  each of these  four  flora and fauna stamps , 
as shown here. The margins of the stamp sheets were used to announce the 
forthcoming Philatelic Exhibition, as one can see on the margins of these individual 
Block of 4 stamps  shared here (The stamps have been photographed as they appear 
in my stamp album, where there have been some angling due to the way the hinges 
shifted after being used to stick these stamps into my album. It was raining heavily in 
Mumbai at that time, where I was posted,  so some stamps got muddied as can be seen 
on the surface of the Siroi Lily stamp, after I had purchased it and was on the way home,  
and the hinges took longer to get stuck due to the high humidity.  One can say that these 
are part of the adventure of stamp collecting, especially when one lives in Mumbai during 
the rains). 
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III.MIGRATORY BIRDS.  
 

 
 
This  interesting FDC and stamp set was the 2nd set issued for this Philatelic Exhibition. 
For this set too, although the FDC and stamp was issued on 6th May 2000, the M.S. was 
issued only on 24th May 2000. 
 
As can  be seen from the FDC here, this basic stamp set consists of  a setenant block 
of 4 stamps. The illustration used on the FDC shows the Winter  Migration path of the 4 
birds illustrated in the stamp set, which makes it an interesting FDC compared to the 
average Indian FDC, and adds to the innovations that were tried out at this exhibition. 
 

 
 
The M.S. shown here is also innovative, because unlike the 4 migratory birds it features 
8 migratory birds. Perhaps there was a plan to bring out a set of 8 migratory birds 
stamps, but only 4 were finally issued for this set.  The 8 birds illustrated on this M.S 
(from  top middle, and there after clock wise, are: i. Forest Wagtail; ii. Rosy Pastor; iii. 
Common Teal; iv.Marsh Sandpiper; v. Redcrested Pochard; vi. Pintail; vii. White Stork; 
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and viii. Garganey Teal. All the 4 birds shown on this set of 4 stamps, namely Rosy 
Pastor, Garganey Teal, Forest Wagtail and White Stock are included in the 8 illustrations 
on the M.S. as you can see. 
 

 

 
 

  
 

  

 
 
Another innovation is that these 4 stamps have been issued as stamps on individual 
sheets , as the 4 pairs of stamps shown here illustrate, but as the other 2 sets of stamps 
shown here also  illustrate  , unlike the Natural Heritage of Manipur  and Tripura stamps, 
this set of stamps have also been issued as setenant blocks of 4. 
 
As can be seen on some of these stamps, the announcement for this Philatelic Exhibition 
continued to be printed  on the stamp margins. 
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The standard block of 4, as also shown on the M.S. starts with the Rosy Pastor on the 
top left  and ends  with the White Storks shown at the bottom right . One of  the 
innovations  on the  sheet that was issued for the 4  setenant blocks of 4   stamps issued, 
is that the stamps on the top row, and the bottom row , as illustrated in  the way as the   
2 horizontal  setenant sets  shown here, and which has  the  same setenant pattern as 
the stamps shown on the  M.S. 
  
However , as shown in the vertical pattern of the block of 8 setenant stamps , taken from 
the bottom left side of a sheetlet, (which also has the colour “dabs”  on this block of  8 
setenant stamps), some of the blocks of 4 setenant stamps have a different pattern. The 
block of 4 setenant stamps shown on the top side in this block of eight ,starts with 
Ganganey Teal on the top left ,  and ends with the Forest Wagtail on the bottom right. 
 

 
 
Other combinations which were part of this innovative  block of 4 set ,are as follows- 
 
* Forest Wagtail on the top left, and G. Teal on the bottom right; and  
* White Stork on the left top, and G. Teal on the bottom right. 
* One can also create a strip of 4 vertical or Horizontal strips with 4 different stamps 
each, instead of a block of 4, from another full sheet which are printed to enable such a 
set to be created, instead of Block of 4’s configuration.  
 
In the Phila India 2011-12 Guide Book, 2011-2022, it has been remarked as follows by 
the Editor  as follows about this innovative set : 
 
‘Sheets are of one design as well as se-tenant sets of all four. So, interesting se-tenant 
can be formed by the specialists in strips (both vertical and horizontal) and blocks of four 
in different order. Maximum combinations are comprised of 156 stamps’.  
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IV. GEMS AND JEWELLERY OF INDIA .   
 
As observed in the  opening paragraph of the India Post Information Brochure for this 
set, the 3rd set issued for this Philatelic Exhibition, which was issued on 7th December 
2000, the opening day of the Indepex - Asiana 2000, ‘Indian tradition in jewellery is more 
than 5000 years old…By 3000 B.C. India was the principal production center for 
jewellery ….( precious and semi-precious stones) were imported into the Indus Valley 
cities of Harappa, Mohenjodaro , Lothal, Kalibagan, where they were cut, shaped and 
re-exported to destinations beyond India’s Maritime boundaries…’    
 

 
 
There are 6 types of jewellery depicted in this set of stamps, as shown on this FDC.  
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The set of 12 setenant stamps shown here, form 2 setenant sets of stamps, taken from 
a stamp sheet designed and issued in such a way that setenant stamp sets can be 
produced from it, like this set (The Migratory Bird set also had stamp sheets issued in 
such a way that such setenant set of 4 can be produced from it, as discussed earlier in 
this article). Another full sheet issued for this set had been designed in such a way, that 
it can help produce single vertical sets of 6 stamps, instead of blocks of 6.  
 

         
 
 
Each of these 6 stamps were also issued in individual stamp sheets, as the 6 individual 
blocks of 4 shown here illustrate. 
 
The M.S for this set of stamps was issued with only 4 of these 6 stamps, as shown here, 
and was issued for a special purpose, on 11th December 2000. The purpose of the issue 
of this MS during the course of the Indepex-Asiana 2000, was to honour the renown and 
well-regarded Philatelist Shri D.N. Jatia, who was lost to the world of Philately and his 
many well-wishers on 12th November 2000. His portrait is therefore shown on this M.S. 
Many other examples of jewellery that India is famous for, are also illustrated on this 
M.S. 
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Although Shri Jatia is well known for his achievements to most old time stamp collectors, 
Philatelic Association members and Postal authorities, many philatelist of the younger 
generation may not be aware about his achievements. I therefore share a short profile 
from one of the many    posts about him online, made in his memory. Many other such 
posts have been loaded on Facebook during that period.  
 
Shri D.N.Jatia (Sept 25, 1930- Nov. 12, 2000), played a vital role in the development 
and growth of Indian Philately. He was largely responsible for placing India on the World 
Philatelic Map. His first attempt at stamp collecting was during his school days, under 
Thematic subjects. His first attempt at competitive exhibitions was at the India 
International Centenary Exhibition in 1954, but Shri Jatia’s first major success was at 
INPEX 1970, where he was awarded 2 Gold Medals. During INPEX 1973, New Delhi, 
Shri Jatia was awarded The Grand Prix in National Class. He became the first Indian to 
win Gold with Special Prize, which was at the International Exhibition at Switzerland in 
1974, and thereafter at many other such Philatelic exhibitions abroad. His first invite to 
be a member of an International Jury, was in Paris in 1975, followed by many others. 
  
Shri Jatia was the senior advisor for INDIPEX - ASIANA 2000, while it was being 
organized, and perhaps that is why this Asian Philatelic Exhibition was held in 
India for the first time, and many innovations in philatelic material and stamp 
designing and printing was tried out. It was unfortunate that he left us before this 
Philatelic Exhibition became a reality, and his living achievements could become 
visible to him during this Philatelic Exhibition.  
 
Earlier, Shri Jatia had formed the P.C.I. and was the first President in 1975. He was 
President of FIAP (Inter Asia Philatelic), from 1981 to 1987; signed the Role of 
Distinguished Philately (RDP) in 1983, and he had also become President of FIP in 1990 
and remained till 1998, thereby establishing a permanent place for Indian Philately in 
the International context, including the holding of International level Philatelic exhibitions 
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in India in 1977, 1980, 1989 and 1997. Shri Jatia has authored many books, including 
‘India’s bi-coloured four- annas - 1854’. 
 
The above are details that make this International Asian level Philatelic Exhibition 
memorable, even about 25 years after it was held. 
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2ND DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
 

 
 

Dr. V. Balakrishnan Nair 
Our founder President 

 

Expired on 06.12.2022 
 
 

Advt. 

 



 

 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.106/December 2024 

 

 

35 

 
 
 

 
 

NETHERLAND 
 

Invertebrates in the pond 
 

 
 
 

 

Amphibians in the pond 
 

 
 
 

Issued on 16.11.2024 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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NETHERLAND 
 

Hoofed Animals Birds of Prey 
 

  
 
 

Flora Bonaire 
 

 
 

Issued on 19.11.2024 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
 



 

 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.106/December 2024 

 

 

37 

 

 
 
 

  
AMBALA : 17 October 2024 

Kalpana Chawla Planetarium, Kurukshetra 
 

COPENHAGEN (DENMARK) : 20 October 2024 
HAFNIA 24, DENMARK 

 

  
ALUVA H.P.O : 06 November 2024 

Dr. N K Panikkar 
 

ALUVA H.P.O. : 06 November 2024 
Dr. S Z Oasim 

 

  
ALUVA H.P.O : 06 November 2024 

Kochi Head Post Office Heritage Building 
 

COIMBATORE : 12 November 2024 
KOVAIPEX2024 - E Balakrishna Naidu 

  
COIMBATORE : 12 November 2024 

KOVAIPEX2024  
 

COIMBATORE : 12 November 2024 
KOVAIPEX2024 - Salim Moizuddin Abdul Ali 

 

  
COIMBATORE : 12 November 2024 

KOVAIPEX2024 - PSG Sarvajana H S School 
PATNA : 04 November 2024 

Chhath Puja 

 

New Special Covers 
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GANDHI NAGAR : 13 November 2024 
JAMMUPEX2024 - Amar Mahal, Jammu 

 

GANDHI NAGAR : 13 November 2024 
JAMMUPEX2024 - G. G. M. Science College, Jammu 

 

  
GANDHI NAGAR : 14 November 2024 

JAMMUPEX2024 - Sri Ranbir Model H S School, Jammu 

 

VELHA GOA : 21 November 2024 
Exposition of the Sacred Relics of St. Francis Xavier 

 

  
VIKAS BHAVAN : 25 November 2024 

Office of the CPMG, Kerala Circle Heritage Building 

 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM FORT : 27 Nov. 2024 
Fort Post Office Heritage Building 

 

  
PATNA : 28 November 2024 

Sharda Sinha 

 

PATNA : 28 November 2024 
Chanakya, Chandragupta and Arthashastra 

 

  
SHAHAD : 29 November 2024 

Mascot of Mahapex 2025 - Shekaru 

 

PATNA : 30 November 2024 
Freedom Fighter Ramnath Rastogi ‘Vyakul’ 
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Diwali Festival of Lights Happy Diwali Karnatak Rajyotsav 

   
Bengaluru 
01.11.2024 

Nagpur 
01.11.2024 

Bengaluru 
01.11.24 

 

Kerala Formation Day 

 

 

World Radiography Day 
 

Periyarpex Aluva 

   
Thiruvananthapuram 

01.11.2024 
Bengaluru 
08.11.2024 

Aluva HPO 
07.11.2024 

 

Children’s Day  -  14.11.2024 

 

   
Mumbai Nagpur Panaji 

   
Pune Nashik Chhatrapati Shivaji Nagar 

 

World Diabetes Day 
 

Swabhav Swachhata Sanskar 
Swachhata 

 

Divine Legacy 

   
Bengaluru 
14.11.2024 

Nagpur 
18.11.2024 

Patna 
28.11.2024 

New Special Cancellations & PPCs 
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Empowered Women 
Empowered Bihar 

 
Shakthipeeth 

Dist. Level Philatelic 
Exhibition - Nagpurpex-24 

  

 

 
Patna 

28.11.2024 
Patna 

29.11.2024 
Nagpur 

30.11.2024 
 

 

Philadelhie’24 

 

 

   
New Delhi 
08.11.2024 

New Delhi 
09.11.2024 

New Delhi 
10.11.2024 

 
 

NEW PERMANENT PICTORIAL CANCELLATIONS 
 

   

   
 

Gangaikundacholapuram 
 

Darasuram 
 

Kundadri 
   

   
 

Shankarapura 
 

Lal Chowk 
 

Katapady 
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CHINA 2024 

      40th Asian International Stamp Exhibition will be held at the Shanghai Exhibition Centre from 29 th 
November to 3rd December 2024.  The event holds particular significance as it commemorates both 
the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China and the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately.  The exhibition is under FIAP Patronage and FIP 
recognition and is expected a display of around 1600 frames. 

Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkaar is the National Commissioner 
(Mobile: 9766310553 Email: pratisadn@gmail.com) 
Mr. Rajesh Paharia is the Assistant Commissioner 
(Mobile:9351716969 Email: shreetotal@gmail.com) 
 

URUGUAY 2025 

      FIP patronaged Specialized World Stamp Exhibition with a capacity of 2000 display frames will be 
held from 17 to 22 February 2025, to celebrate the 200 years of the declaration of independence of 
Uruguay.  The last date for applying is 15 September 2024. 

The National commissioner is: Parvesh Kumar Gupta  
(Mobile: 9810628387 Email: maachis001@gmail.com) 

            Assistant Commissioner is: Raunak Dutta 
(Mobile: 9830146836 Email: raunak.dutta1990@yahoo.in) 

 

MELBOURNE 2025 

      The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne, 
Australia will be held in 2025. 
 

      For more details:  https://melbourne2025.com.au/ 
 

Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp +919351716969) 
Email: shreetotal@gmail.com  

 
EUROPHILEX-2025 

      The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held 
at Birmingham.  The extended dates of European Philatelic Exhibition will be on 
8th to 11th May 2025.  This is the first time ever, Britain has decided to move its 
international exhibition out of London.  Birmingham is the country’s second city, 
which is located in the centre of England, surrounded by a massive population 
and several other large cities. 

 
                                              For more details:  https://europhilex2025.co.uk/ 
 

BOSTON-2026 
 
      The FIP Patronaged 12th International Philatelic Exhibition of the United States 
gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition Center 
(BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026. 
 

      For more details: https://boston2026.org/ 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

mailto:pratisadn@gmail.com
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
mailto:maachis001@gmail.com
mailto:raunak.dutta1990@yahoo.in
https://melbourne2025.com.au/
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
https://boston2026.org/
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INPEX-2025 
 
      The Philatelic Congress of India (PCI), Nationa lPhilatelic Federation, is going to organise and hold 
the National Philatelic Exhibition INPEX-2025 between January-March 2025 (Details awaited) 
 
AMSIPEX 25 
 
      The Airmail Soceity of India Foundation (AMSI) is conducting its 1st online International Aero & 
Astrophilatelic exhibition during 15 to 23 February 2025.  Entries for following classes will be accepted. 
 
1. Competitive Class:  
     5 frame and 8 frame 
     1 frame 

2. Literature Class 
3. Special section for youth collectors with 2-3 frame exhibits 
4. Special section for novice exhibitors with 2-3 frame exhibits 
 
      More details in www.amsipex.com 
 
MAHAPEX 2025  
 
      The Maharashtra state level philatelic exhibition, Mahapex 2025, is scheduled to take place from 
January 22 to 25, 2025, at the World Trade Centre, Mumbai. This highly anticipated event promises to 
be a grand celebration of philately and rich cultural heritage of Maharashtra and Goa.  
 

            
 
 
      The launch of the Mahapex 2025 logo was unveiled during the concluding ceremony of Gamepex 
Thane 2024 by Mr. Amitabh Singh, Chief Postmaster General, Maharashtra Circle. The outline of the 
logo is inspired by the Rajmudra of Chhatrapati Shivaj Maharaj. It depicts warli painting and the 
architectural heritage of Maharashtra and Goa. Shekaru, the state animal of Maharashtra, is adopted 
as the Mascot of Mahapex 2025. A dedicated website for Mahapex 2025 has been launched.  
 

http://www.amsipex.com/
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OTHER EXHIBITIONS 
 
      We are publishing some flyers received in connection with philatelic exhibitions at various places 
in the country.  More details not received. 
       

       
 
 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
 

www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org  
www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
www.indiamintstamp.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVII. No.203 (Nov. 2024) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023 
Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023) 
Vadophil: No.175, 176, 177 (July 2023 - January 2024) 
Filacap – online. No.262  (December 2024) 
The Fila Capsule No.8 (September- October 2024) 
 
 

 
 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org/
http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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