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Editorial

Dear Friends,

As we step into the New Year, we take a moment to reflect on the world of philately. Our hobby,
which has brought us so much joy and connection, continues to evolve in exciting ways.

In recent years, we have seen the rise of digital platforms, online marketplaces, virtual exhibitions
and social media communities that have transformed the way we collect, trade, and share our passion
for stamps. These innovations have opened doors to new collectors, increased accessibility, and
developed global connections.

Yet, as we navigate this digital landscape, we must also cherish the traditional aspects of our
hobby. The tactile experience of holding a rare stamp, the thrill of the hunt at a local stamp show, and
the friendship of sharing stories with fellow collectors — these are the moments that make philately truly
special.

As we look to the future, we must strike a balance between embracing innovation and preserving
the timeless traditions of our hobby. We must continue to adapt, educate, and inspire new generations
of collectors while honouring the legacy of those who have come before us.

Wishing all our readers a Happy New Year 2025.
Happy Collecting!

Mohanachandran Nair
Mobile:9387801948

Readers’ Column

Good morning Sir.

Thank you very much for such a beautiful issue. The cover is really attractive and classical looking,
and the postcards/Covers from Kovaipex and Bipex very well reproduced.

| specially thank you for making time to read the article sent by me for your consideration and
publishing it with such short notice. The article on the Russian stamp issued for the BRICS meeting at
Kazan is another interesting and original thing | liked a lot.

Thank you and Regards.

Abhijit
Chennai

Ananthapuri Philatelic Association launched its new online trading platform
APA Exchange WhatsApp group

Join us and explore the joy of stamp collecting

Follow this link to join APA Exchange WhatsApp group:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EuotljvVI7aACYjRxsVyet
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New Indian Issues

Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav

ASHTALAKSHMI MAHOTSAV

Denomination: Rs.5.00
Issued on 6.12.2024

Centenary of
Tansen Samaroh
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Denomination: Rs.5.00
Issued on 15.12.2024

2900™" Janm Kalyanak of
Bhagwan Parshvanath

Denomination: Rs.5.00
Issued on 25.12.2024

75 Years of UNICEF with India
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75 YEARS OF UNICEF WITH INDIA

Denomination: Rs.10.00
Miniature Sheet: Rs.10.00
Issued on 11.12.2024

2800™ Nirvan alyanak of
Bhagwan Parshvanath
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Denomination: Rs.5.00
Issued on 25.12.2024
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200" Birth Anniversary
of Maharshi Dayanand
Saraswati
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p 3000 BFTH ANNIVERRAXY OF
y w\wum. DAYANAND BARASWAT]

Denomination: Rs.5.00
Issued on 15.12.2024

Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Birth Centenary

Denomination: Rs.5.00
Issued on 25.12.2024

Veer Meghmaya
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Denomination: Rs.5.00
Issued on 31.12.2024



Anantha Nadam,

a well reputed souvenir from
Ananthapuri Philatelic
Association

This centenary
commemorative
edition features a
collection of selected
articles from

the renowned
_philatelists, stories
and memories that

have been cherished
by our readers

over the years.

Whether you are a budding or seasoned collector, this book is an invaluable
resource for anyone passionate about philately

Editor: P. Mohanachandran Nair
Size: DY (28 x 22)
Pages: 140 in colour

Ananthapuri Philatelic Association

Thiruvananthapuram
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com
Mobile: 9387801948
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BAREILLYPEX 2024

After last year's successful ALPEX-2023 (Aligarh), the BAREILLYPEX - 2024, District Level
Philatelic Exhibition was organised on 13th and 14th December 2024 at the Bareilly Head Post Office
- 243001 by the Bareilly Division & Bareilly Region with the Philatelic Society of Uttar Pradesh.

There were a total of 65 frames as per the venue setup and 30 exhibitors participated under the
theme of the exhibition " Cultural Heritage of India".

On the first day, an opening ceremony was conducted where a Permanent Pictorial Cancellation
(PPC) was released on the HPO building. The chief guest for the day was the regional head,
Postmaster General Shri. Atul Kumar Shrivastava. The Divisional Head, Senior Superintendent of
Posts, Jitendra Singh and Secretary General of PSUP Dr. Aditya Singh was also present on the dias.
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The exhibition was inaugurated by Mr. Atul Kumar Shrivastava PMG in august presence of Mr.
Jitendra Singh (SSPOs) Mr. A.K. Nandrajyog (AD-I), Mr. Rajesh Kumar Verma (AD-Il), Mr. Dharmesh
Gagneja (SPOs Bijnor), Mr. Isham Singh (Senior Postmaster), Mr. Vijay Veer Singh Yadav (SRM "BL"

Division), Dr. Aditya Singh (Sec. Gen.) & other officials after which the event was declared open for the
general public, followed by high tea & shacks.

The 185 years old "Penny Black”, the world's first postage stamp became the main attraction of the
exhibition. There were exhibits in traditional class, postal stationary & history, thematic class, picture
postcards, covers class, maxim cards class and modern philately. There were exhibits on wide range
of topics and created interest amongst visitors.

There was a school visit program where most of the prominent schools of Bareilly enrolled
themselves and sent their children to take part in various activities and visit the exhibition. They were

guided by the trained staff of the department with the supervision of the philatelists of PSUP, answering
all their queries.
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Later in the day, letter writing competition, stamp designing competition and a quiz for children was
conducted by the society where hundreds of students participated making the exhibition a grand
spectacle.

The 1st POSTCROSSING Meetup of Bareilly was also organised on 13th December after the lunch
which happened to be a Friday (considered a bad omen in some cultures) and hence a horror themed
card was designed as a souvenir by Mr. Abhishek Singh Tomar. Many deltiologists appreciated the
meetup. Numerous children were made to write postcards and enjoyed their tour.

B, o

TCROSSING [

‘_.“. ¥ Aot o
'..‘.‘-._ ..

The second day started with the release of special cover & special cancellation on Silver Jubilee
Celebrations of Invertis University an important institution of Bareilly. The chief guest of the day was
Shri. Dr. Umesh Gautam, the Mayor of Bareilly and the Chancellor of Invertis University. On this
occasion, the PMG, Bareilly Region, SSPOs Bareilly Division & Secretary General, PUSP were present
over the dias.

The following philatelists were present throughout the exhibition who also took part in the All
Philatelists Meet in the VIP/Philatelic lounge. Mr. Ramakant Sharma, Mr. Vikram Sen Saxena, Mr.
Abhishek Singh Tomar, Dr. Aditya Singh, Mr. Rahul Massey, Dr. Himanshu Pandey, Mr. Subhash
Gupta, Mr. Kamal K. Agarwal, Dr. Punita Keshari, Mr. Rajendra Kumar Agarwal and Mr. Amir Malik.
Junior philatelists Miss Kinjal Sharma and Master Vihaan Sen Saxena also learned a lot and enjoyed
their time here.

The exhibition concluded with a distribution of certificates, mementos and vote of thanks, followed
by group photograph and then an honorary lunch.

Courtesy: Dr. Aditya Singh
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NEW E-BOOK RELEASED

Capt. Vijay Wadhwa’s new e-book released and will be available for pre-sales orders on 15th Dec
2024. This book will be officially published on 01 Jan 2025 for all Kindle Subscribers and online
reading/download. "Concepts to Cosmos - Defining Moments in Physics"

is a philatelic journey through the monumental discoveries, theories, and CONCEPTS

personalities that have shaped our understanding of physics and the L3
COSMOS

cosmos. This book highlights milestones in physics, from the ancient
Greek concept of atoms to the modern search for a unified theory. Each
chapter showcases a pivotal breakthrough in physics and is illustrated
with carefully selected postage stamps and philatelic items that bring
these discoveries and their discoverers to life. By using philately as a
visual narrative, the book combines science with art, making complex
concepts accessible through vivid images and stories behind each
featured stamp.

CAPT VUUAY WADHWA,

The book’s chapters are arranged chronologically, tracing the evolution of physics. Alongside the
scientific concepts, readers are introduced to the lives of legendary physicists—Democritus, Galileo,
Newton, Einstein, Curie, and others—whose work and dedication pushed the boundaries of
knowledge. Every discovery is accompanied by historical and modern stamps that reflect the global
appreciation of these milestones and the scientists behind them.

"Concepts to Cosmos" is ideal for both science enthusiasts and philatelists. It invites readers to
explore the interplay between physics and society through an engaging visual and textual journey. By
the book’s end, readers will have experienced the progress of human curiosity and ingenuity,
understanding how physics has not only transformed our view of the universe but also continues to
inspire future generations.

CHINA 2024

40" Asian International Stamp Exhibition China 2024, was held at the Shanghai Exhibition Centre
from 29" November to 3" December 2024. The event held particular significance as it commemorates
both the 75™ anniversary of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China and the 50" anniversary of
the founding of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately. The exhibition was under FIAP Patronage and
FIP recognition and has a display of around 1600 frames.

Following are the list of Indian participants and their medals. Congratulations to all.

Name Title of Exhibit Class Marks Medals
K S Mohan Postal History of Travancore Cochin Postal History 76 Large Silver
M S Santhosh Brahmani Dawk : A study of the postal system of Indian Postal History 86 Large Vermeil
State Mewar
Postal Stationery of the Gwalior State Postal Stationery 80 Vermeil
Arun Bindal ::nglg s Post Independence Definitive, Military & Service EDC 71 Silver
Indian Crash Airmails (1919 - 1990) Aero Philately 86 Large Vermeil
Piyush Khaitan One Day in Bombay 1928 Postal History 83 Vermeil
India First Day of Issue (1947-57) FDC 76 Large Silver
Sridhar K Candle of the Water Thematic 70 Silver
Jaagruthi Nithin Adka Olympics - Bird’'s Eye View Thematic 77 Large Silver
Abhishek S A Rainbow Family Thematic 65 Silver Bronze
. Encyclopaedia of Early Indian Cancellations and . .
Kishor Chandak Postmarks 1852-1900 Literature 82 Vermeil
Introduction to Travelling Post Offices and RMS of India . .
Pramesh Patel 1853-1935 Literature 72 Silver
Madhukar Jhingan Postal Stationery of India - Cut Outs used as adhesive Literature 68 Silver Bronze
Vijay Seth Sports & Games Philately in India Literature 61 Bronze
Sushil Mehra The Post Office Buildings of India Literature 65 Silver Bronze
Madhukar Deogawanka | Indian Stamp Booklets Literature 85 | Large Vermeil

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.107/January 2025




Golden Jubilee of Petroleum Philatelic Society International (PPSI)

Kumar Biswas, Energy Philatelist
Member, PPSI

Since 1974, the Petroleum Philatelic Society International (PPSI) has been dedicated to a unique
mission: uniting philatelists from around the world who share a specialized interest in the petroleum
industry. This journey began as a humble initiative to connect collectors and enthusiasts, while creating
an invaluable collection of petroleum-themed stamps issued globally.

In its early years, PPSI collaborated with ‘Les Amis du Pétrole’ (The Friends of Petroleum), an
international organization headquartered in Paris, France. This organization collected various
petroleum-related memorabilia, including philatelic materials. However, over time, Les Amis du Pétrole
ceased operations, and PPSI became primary advocate for petroleum philately.

PPSI's goal is to bring together petroleum philatelists worldwide, transcending geographic
boundaries to create a common platform for collecting, studying, documenting, and celebrating the
evolution of the petroleum industry. The society members’ topical collection covers all aspects of the
petroleum, oil, natural gas, and petrochemical industries, as reflected in postage stamps and allied
materials. Petroleum stamps depict critical elements of the industry, such as prospecting, exploration,
production, refining, storage, multimodal transportation, research and development, retail marketing,
and the vital role of end-users.

The task of collecting, validating, and cataloguing petroleum stamps worldwide is monumental. The
numbers are far greater, representing a wide array of themes and historical moments within the
industry.

According to data compiled by Petroleum Stamps of the World (PSW), over 7,400 petroleum-
themed stamps from 280 countries have been meticulously catalogued. Among these, 6,136 stamps
are considered primary issues, while the remaining are listed as variants. Stamps classified as variants
include those with slight differences from primary issues, such as variations in perforation, watermark,
over-print, téte-béche formats, colour etc.

As per available records, the earliest petroleum-themed postage stamp was issued by
Newfoundland on June 24, 1897. It is a large island within the Canadian province of Newfoundland
and Labrador, off the eastern coast of the North American mainland. The decade of 1960s saw a
significant increase in petroleum stamps, with over 1,000 such stamps issued worldwide. Another
notable period was from 2000 to 2009, during which 1,294 petroleum-themed stamps were released
globally.

The global petroleum industry is commonly divided into three major categories based on business
activities:

1. Upstream — Encompasses prospecting, exploration, drilling, and production of crude petroleum oil
and natural gas.

2. Midstream — Involves the transportation and storage of crude and finished petroleum oils and
natural gas.

3. Downstream — Focuses on refining, petrochemical processing, and marketing activities.

Petroleum stamps are most frequently themed around drilling operations, covering onshore, semi-

submersible, offshore, deep-water, and ultra-deep-water drilling. To date, 2,386 stamps have been
issued on upstream activities, with 1,767 specifically depicting drilling.
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Company logos also feature prominently, with 1,201 petroleum stamps showcasing the logos of oil
companies. Additionally, various influential figures—from scientists and geologists to researchers,
entrepreneurs, politicians, and business leaders—have been honored on petroleum stamps, reflecting
the industry’s broad impact.

The exact number (still counting) and variety of petroleum stamps released globally is left to the
imagination of our readers, underscoring the vastness and intrigue of this specialized field of philately.

The Petroleum Philatelic Society International (PPSI) is a study unit of the respected American
Topical Association and an Affiliate (No. 170) of the American Philatelic Society since 1988. This
partnership has fostered a mutually enriching relationship, benefiting members across all three
organizations. Currently, PPSI has around 1,000 registered members from nearly 50 countries, a
diverse group representing a broad range of regions, cultures, and roles within the petroleum industry.
Some members come from oil-rich nations, while others represent countries heavily dependent on
petroleum imports, yet all are united by a shared passion for petroleum-themed philately. It has
members from all the continents, barring Africa and Australasia.

Among PPSI's members there are seasoned professionals in petroleum, including engineers,
esteemed geologists, and downstream business experts, as well as newcomers to the field, drawn
together by the unique allure of petroleum philately. This diversity exemplifies “unity in diversity,” with
each member contributing to the rich tapestry of PPSI through their collections, expertise, and
enthusiasm.

Milestones of PPSI

PPSI has achieved several noteworthy milestones:

1. Certification Committee Milestone — The publication of the 100th Certification Committee Report.
2. 9th Edition of the Petroleum Stamps of the World (PSW) Catalog — A sought-after resource for
collectors worldwide.

3. The Petro-Philatelist — This award-winning quarterly newsletter is cherished by readers globally for
its engaging content and industry insights.

In a fortuitous turn of events, PPSI's golden jubilee coincided with the release of its Certificate
Committee's landmark 100th report.

In 2024, PPSI celebrated its remarkable 50th anniversary (1974-2024) in the realm of petroleum
philately. To commemorate this milestone, a special cover was issued on August 27, 2024, designed
by the renowned cachet artist Chris Lazaroff of Simpsonville, S.C.

The 50th Anniversary Cover of PPSI

The exclusive cacheted cover is adorned with striking imagery: oil rigs and jack pumps set against
a world map to symbolize the global network of petroleum. The cover features a historic 4-cent U.S.
postage stamp commemorating the centennial of America’s first commercial oil well, drilled by Edwin
Drake near Titusville, Pennsylvania, on August 27, 1859.
A total of 115,715,000 of these stamps were printed by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. PPSI's
anniversary cover which was cancelled in Titusville, resonates the legacy of petroleum philately.

At the heart of the Petroleum Philatelic Society International (PPSI) lies a philosophy grounded in
shared passion, global connection, and unwavering dedication to petroleum philately. For over five
decades, PPSI has served as a unifying force, drawing together enthusiasts and professionals
worldwide who appreciate the rich stories captured in petroleum-themed stamps. As PPSI looks to the
future, it remains committed to inspiring, educating, and celebrating the remarkable legacy of the
petroleum industry through the unique lens of philately.
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Webliography:
https://www.ppsi.org.uk/files/pswcountryselect.php
Disclaimer:

The noble objective of this blog, is to promote the hobby of philately through images of stamps, a few pictures and related
narration. The scans, featured in this blogpost are mine while others (sourced from internet) are properties of their
respective owners. No intention to infringe any type of copyright.

The information provided in the article is for general informational purposes only. All information is provided in good faith.
This is only for sharing of knowledge of philately with philatelist fraternity of the world. No commercial or political angle,
whatsoever, is involved. This is not a historical document. Apologies in advance, should there be any inadvertent error.
Under no circumstances, | shall have any liability for reliance on any information provided in the story.

PS: A detailed version of the story is available at the blog page, the link for the same is as under:
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/2024/10/petroleum-philatelic-society.html

Association News

SPECIAL CANCELLATION OF KERALA FORMATION DAY

The Kerala Postal Circle released a Special Cancellation on Human Rights Day day on 10t
December 2024. The release function was held at Philatelic Bureau, Thiruvananthapuram.
Ananthapuri Philatelic Association (APA) was specially invited to the function. Shri. Sujith Kumar, Dy.
Postmaster, General Post Office, Thiruvananthapuram released the cancellation. Shri. Promod,
Philatelic Bureau-in-charge welcomed the gathering. Felicitations were done by APA Treasurer Shri.
Jacob Philip, Executive Committee members S/Shri. Mohan Kumar, Sunil Kumar and R Balaji. Former
Philatelic Bureau-in-charge Shri. Manikantan gave vote of thanks. The cancellation was available at
all philatelic bureaus in Kerala.

!

wrymters Fw
Human Rights Day
1443 J024
R B e il
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APA MEMBERS AT CHINA 2024

40" Asian International Stamp Exhibition China 2024, was held at the Shanghai Exhibition Centre
from 29t November to 3" December 2024. The event held particular significance as it commemorates
both the 75™ anniversary of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China and the 50" anniversary of
the founding of the Federation of Inter-Asian Philately. The exhibition was under FIAP Patronage and
FIP recognition and has a display of around 1600 frames.

Following are the list of our members participated in the exhibition. Congratulations dear
members.

Name Title of Exhibit Class Marks Medals
Indian Crash Airmails (1919 - 1990) Aero Philately 86 Large Vermeil
Piyush Khaitan One Day in Bombay 1928 Postal History 83 Vermeil
India First Day of Issue (1947-57) FDC 76 Large Silver
Jaagruthi Nithin Adka Olympics - Bird’s Eye View Thematic 77 Large Silver
Sushil Mehra The Post Office Buildings of India Literature 65 Silver Bronze

Piyush Khaitan Jaagruthi N Adka Sushil Mehra
Bharat=xotics
One stop shop for all We specialise in all the unusual stamps of the world.
: Authorized distributors for PRINZ and LIGHTHOUSE
your philately needs Accessories for stamps, coins and notes album.

s 'I.-::

ot

"“%.‘

www.bharatexotics.com . : T
Free shipping available for a limited period
Contact - BOB6383126, 844775618
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Commemorating the Last Domestic Flight of Air Vistara and the

First Domestic Flight of Air Vistara under the Air India code.

By Akhil Reddy, Bengaluru

AIR INDIA Y
vistara

In philately, airmail covers and first flight covers hold a special place of significance. The history of
Indian airmails is marked by pioneers like Henri Pequet, the French pilot who flew the first airmail
across the Yamuna River on 18th February 1911; Stephen Smith, who tested mail
delivery via rocket in Sikkim; early Indian pilots like the Sharma brothers, R.N.

Chawla and the legendary J.R.D. Tata, who piloted the inaugural Tata and Son’s
Karachi-Bombay flight via Ahmedabad. These figures shine brightly in aviation
history, immortalized through their remarkable contributions.

Thanks to the Air Mail Society of India (AMSI), my wife, Suma B. K., and | (Akhil ~AIR MAIL SOCIETY

Reddy C M) had the privilege of contributing to further immortalising this legacy by MPIA FOUNDATION
carrying 100 specially prepared covers aboard Air Vistara’s final domestic flight.

The End of an Era

Monday, 11th November 2024, marked the conclusion of Air Vistara's operations. Founded in 2013
and commencing commercial flights on 9th January 2015, Air Vistara quickly earned a reputation as
India’s premier airline under the joint ownership of the Tata Group and Singapore Airlines. Following
Tata's acquisition of Air India on 22nd January 2022, a decision was made to merge both airlines. This
merger was officially completed on 11th November 2024, with Vistara flights now operating under the
Air India code, and Singapore Airlines becoming a significant minority stakeholder in the merged entity.
The final domestic flight, UK-504, departed from Kochi to Bengaluru on 11th November, scheduled at
10:50 PM and arriving at 11:50 PM. To commemorate this historic occasion, The Air Mail Society India
Foundation (AMSI) prepared 100 limited-edition covers, each individually numbered.

A Philatelic Adventure

Suma and | embarked on this special journey, traveling to Kochi on 10th November to carry these
covers back to Bengaluru on Air Vistara’s final flight. Each cover was meticulously prepared, affixed
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with additional stamps, and cancelled at the Fort Cochin Post Office with its iconic Magen David
Permanent Pictorial Cancellation (PPC). The postmaster, SPM Thasja T., graciously facilitated the
process, cancelling 100 covers and 20 postcards in record time.

At the Fort Cochin Post
Office.

Left: The postmaster,
SPM Thasja T.
cancelling the mail

Right: Suma B.K and the
author preparing the
covers for mailing.

On 11th November, we boarded the historic UK-504 flight, carrying these covers to Bengaluru,
where they were again cancelled with the Bengaluru (Vidhana Soudha) PPC the following day. To
authenticate their journey, | signed every cover and secured the signatures of Commander Capt. Sanjiv
Gupta and First Officer Capt. Bala Krishna on five of them.

A Tribute to the New Chapter

nsanAxation!
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12th November marked the first Air Vistara domestic flight operating under the Air India code as a
result of the merger. This was flight Al 2895 From Delhi To Trivandrum with a scheduled departure at
4:45 am. AMSI also prepared a special Air India first flight covers commemorating the post-merger
operations. These were also a limited edition with just 100 produced, and each one serially numbered.
Our member, and well known philatelist, Mr. Madhukar Jhingan, volunteered to manage the postal
activities in New Delhi. He ensured that these covers were posted from Delhi with a 12" November
2024 cancellation to all AMSI members by Registered Post.

Since AMSI (www.airmailsocietyindia.org) has produced 100 covers for each of these two flights, |
understand that there is a small quantity available. | am not sure whether these are for sale, or will be
given to new incoming members, or to AMSIPEX-25 (www.amsipex.com) participants. What | do know
that these are a part of Indian Aerophilately and will mark an important milestone in Indian Civil Aviation
History.

| extend my heartfelt gratitude to AMSI, its Chairman Piyush Khaitan, Naveen O C (who designed
and procured these covers) and Dharmdev Maurya (who facilitated this entire event) for this once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity. Though | had never flown with Vistara before, this experience allowed me to bid
farewell to an airline that set high standards in Indian civil aviation and to create a lasting philatelic
legacy.
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Christmas Through Stamps

Dr M R Ramesh Kumar
Chief Scientist (Retd), National Institute of Oceanography,
Dona Paula, 403004. Goa

Introduction

Christmas is an annual festival commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ, observed primarily on
December 25 as a religious and cultural celebration among billions of people around the world.

A Christmas stamp is a postage stamp with a Christmas theme, intended for use on seasonal mail
such as Christmas cards. Many countries of the world issue such stamps, which are regular postage
stamps (in contrast to Christmas Seals) and are usually valid for postage year-round (in some countries
they have a discounted value and are for use exclusively on Christmas cards). They usually go on sale
some time between early October and early December, and are printed in considerable quantities.

The choice of designs is highly variable, ranging from an overtly religious image of the Nativity, to
secular images of Christmas trees, wreaths, Santa Claus, and so forth. The choice of secular or
religious designs is frequently a bone of contention in some countries; church leaders often see secular
designs as diluting the meaning of the holiday, while postal officials fear that overly religious designs
could lead their secular or minority-religious customers to avoid the stamps, leaving millions unsold,
and even expose the postal administration to charges that they are violating laws prohibiting the
promotion of a particular religion.

In the United States, annual discord over "secular" versus "religious" designs was eventually
resolved by the Postal service issuing some of each per year; typically a group of 4—6 related secular
designs, plus a religious design (usually depicting the Madonna and Child). To avoid difficulties
attendant upon contracting for original designs with a religious theme, the latter have typically been
adapted from Old Master paintings hanging in U.S. galleries, thus qualifying as depictions of art.

The large volume of mail has always kept the postal system busy during the winter holidays. In
1962, the first Christmas stamps were officially issued, and have since become a regular and much
anticipated occurrence. Since 1970, two general themes of Christmas stamps have been issued yearly:
one "traditional” and one "contemporary.” The traditional stamps tend to be based on religious artwork,
while the contemporary stamps usually have a secular subject. Many of the artworks that have inspired
the traditional stamps are in the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C.

Christmas is a popular theme for topical collecting . Because of the quantities printed, almost all
Christmas stamps are easy to come by and of negligible cost. Collecting challenges would therefore
be to get covers with apropos postal markings, such as a postmark on Christmas Day (not all post
offices get the day off), from a particular location (such as Christmas Island; Christmas, Florida; Noel,
Missouri; North Pole, Alaska; North Pole, New York; or Santa Claus, Indiana), or bearing a specific
Christmas theme or slogan.

In this article of mine, | am trying to depict as many U S Stamps in a chronological order from 1963
and with as many place cancellations, Cachets, on a variety of themes, on First Day Covers, in Block
of 4, se-tenant ..etc of both traditional and secular stamps with as many popular themes such as
Nativity, Santa Claus, Christmas Tree, Sliegh, Gifts, Decorations, Snowman, Snow Flakes, Madoona
and Child, Angels, Winter Season, ..etc as released by the Department of Posts,USA.
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1963

Gt
Christias

An FDC with the National Christmas tree with the White House was released
on 1t November, 1963 with a block of 4 stamp with a nice
Santa Claus Place Cancellation of the Indiana state.

1964
tnﬁ 1({(7'\(;)
An FDC with se-tenanat stamps on Holly, Mistletoe, Poinsettia, and sprig of conifer,
4 different designs and the designer was Thomas F Naegele,
with a Bethlehem place cancellation of the Pennsylvania state.
1965

The first “traditional” Christmas stamp featured folk art: an image based on a water colour painting
of an 1840 church weather vane. To appease detractors, the stamp was designed to be both religious
and non-controversial because its subject, the angel Gabriel, is mentioned in the holy texts of several
religions. Yet, the stamp still attracted attention and controversy because there was some confusion
over whether the image depicted was a male or a female (Brady, 1965).
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1965

A First Day Cover with the Christmas stamp released on 2" November, 1964
by the US Postal Service with a Silver Bell Cancellation.
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1968

Flemish painter Jan van Eyck (c.1390-1441), known for his hand in painting both the Ghent
altarpiece and for the painting known as the Arnolfini Portrait, also painted the small panel that inspired
this stamp. Beautifully and colorfully engraved by Robert J. Jones, this stamp represents the angel
Gabriel in regal attire. In the painting (but omitted from the stamp), we see the words uttered by the
angel, “Ave gratia plena” (hail, full of grace) as well as those spoken by Mary, “Ecce ancilla domini”
(behold the handmaiden of the Lord) (Hand 1986). The scene, taken from the book of Luke, depicts
the angel Gabriel appearing to Mary, and the incarnation of Christ as the Holy Spirit in the form of a
dove, descending towards Mary on a beam of light.

0 '
‘\" = L e

: /
l(
!

An FDC on Angel Gabriel, from The Annunciation by Jan Van Eyck.

R R Y e —
511 Market St

' 1968

4

Several traditional theme based stamps including that of nativity, Madonna and Child have been
released from 1970s along with other secular theme based stamps during the Christmas season. |
have tried to include as many Madonna and Child based stamps which were taken from the paintings
of the various important galleries in the USA.

1970

Howard C. Mildner designed this stamp based on a sixteenth century nativity scene painted by
Lorenzo Lotto. Postmaster general Winton M. Blount approved the stamp design, which was the first
of many Christmas stamps to follow depicting an Italian Renaissance work. Unlike the previous few
engraved Christmas stamps, this 1970 issue was printed using photogravure, which prints tiny dots
only rather than dots, lines and solid sections. Colors and forms blend together more smoothly using
the photogravure method, but it also results in less detail. The rays emanating from the child’s head
are obscured, and his remarkably voluptuous legs are blurred in the small format. The composition
was cropped slightly at the sides to fit better onto the stamp, so most of the context of the original
painting remains, if miniscule and hazy.

An FDC on Nativity with a Washington DC
Place cancellation released on

5" November, 1970 and designed by

: ‘ Lorenzo Lotto, as a part of the Honoring the
("N i o or oo | Christmas Season. There were 4 more

. J | stamps which were released on the same
day on the Tin and Cast Iron Locomotive,
Toy Horse on Wheels, Mechanical Tricycle
and Doll Carriage.
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1971

Tree
SEASONS GREETING
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1977

An FDC on Partridge in a Pear Tree, was released on 10" November, 1971
with a nice senetnce “On the First Day of Christmas My True Love Sent to Me”,
with a Washington DC Cancellation.

1972

The design for the 1972 8-cent traditional Christmas stamp derived from the painting “Mary, Queen
of Heaven”, attributed to an early Netherlandish painter known as the Master of the Saint Lucy Legend.
The artist was thus referred to because the painting seems to be done by the same hand as a painter
of an altarpiece depicting the legend and life of Saint Lucy. Because it would have been difficult to
discern and appreciate the entire image reduced to the size of a stamp, Bradbury Thompson, the
stamp’s designer, used only a very small detail of the painting. Central to the painting is the large image
of Mary ascending into heaven, but Thompson chose the image of two angels from the upper right
corner of the painting for the stamp.
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An FDC with two stamps a) Angels from Mary, Queen of Heaven and b)
Santa Claus with a Washington DC place cancellation
and released on 9" November, 1972.

1973

The 1973 traditional Christmas stamp almost exactly reproduces the general composition of the
1505 painting by Raphael, though halos are emphasized more on the stamp. Known as “ The Small
Cowper Madonna" because it was owned by the Cowper family of Hertford, England, the painting
evinces, through Mary’s facial features and head tilt, Raphael’s training with the artist Perugino. The
influence of Leonardo da Vinci may be seen in the closeness between mother and child.
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The first stamp depicts Christmas Tree in Needlepoint
and the second stamp on the FDC depicts the Madonna and Child
with the Washington DC Cancellation.

1974

13 UNITED STATES =
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The 1974 stamps “ Peace on Earth” were the first self adhesive postage stamps in the US,
issued experimentally to see if they could reduce the fradulent unsticking and reuse of the stamps.
The FDC depicts the Dove Weather Vane, atop Mount Vernon.

1976
Two stamps on the traditional and secular themes were released in 1976, namely Nativity, and
Winter Pasttime.

FPGNL NS D Of &

./(!"‘/m'); Richard S. Fitts
’/71)/ Seven Sheffield Road
Framingham, Massachusetts 01701

( HRISTMAS 1976

-
o SEASONS GREETING .!J

An FDC with the above two stamps with a cachet of the Memories of Christmas Past
with Boston Place Cancellation dated 27™ October, 1976.
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Christmas 1979

An FDC with Santa Claus cachet with a Block of 4 Santa Claus stamp
released on 18™ October, 1979 with a North Pole (birth place of Santa Claus) Cancellation.

An FDC with a block of 4 stamp on a Felt Bear on Sleigh
with a Christmas Valley Cancell too, dated 28" October, 1981.

1981
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Samwis Grreetings USA 20v

Sevwenns et

MR HENRY MARX
7447 19%th Street

Flushing, NY 11366

An FDC with se-tenant stamps of 4 different themes, namely,

Children Sledding, Children building a Snowman, Children Skating, Children Trimming a Tree.

The cachet has similar themes, and the place cancellation is
that of SNOW with a 28" October, 1982.
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An FDC with Santa Claus stamp with an excellent
cachet of Santa Claus, with a Santa Claus Place
Cancellation dated 28™ October, 1983.

MR HENRY MARY
I Soer
Plakieg. NY 110

(HRISTNAS 1983
P ._\‘1'.1\‘0"25 _ﬁ‘m'hm_‘s

1984

Fra Filippo Lippi was an orphan who took vows at the church of the Carmine in Florence, Italy and
later left the monastic life to marry a nun. He became a religious painter, in part supported by the
influential Medici family with several commissions (Boskovits 2003).

In 1440, he painted the icon used for this stamp, most likely for a private client's personal,
devotional use (Boskovits 2003). Mary’s hand is at her son’s throat in a “gesture that actually refers to
the sacrificial aspect of the Lamb of God.” (Boskovits 2003).

A SEASONS GREETINGS |

An FDC with Madonna and Child which was released on 30™ October,
based on the painting of Fra Filippo Lippi (1406-1469), which is presently at
the National Gallery of Art, Washington DC amd designed by Bradbury Thompson.

1985

An FDC with Madonna and Child which
was released on 30" October, 1985
based on the enameled terra cotta by
Floretine Sculptor, Luca Della Robbia
(1400-1482), which is presently at Detroit

oo ocrs e ik s Institute of Arts, and designed by
ol (/ -l Ras o Kk SLLLIE W, Claplan Bradbury Thompson with a Detroit Place
. MW?IOJ ot ThaNs FheNe 2 .
D B . olden, Massachusetts 01520 | Cancellation.
,g..hnslmas 1985,
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1989

A stamp based on the theme of Madoona and Child by the painting of Lodovico Carracci’s (1555-
1613) “The Dream of Saint Catherine of Alexandria” begins to move into the Italian Baroque style
esteemed by Samuel Kress, who donated this and other paintings from that period to the National
Gallery of Art, Washington. The stamps, designed by Bradbury Thompson, were issued in sheets and
books of twenty: a new format for Christmas stamps (Postal Bulletin, Oct. 19, 1989).

.

Wark Schlzgel
p.0

s L Tt 0. ('.;i-zi
(A//-)///I//.//V!y Tutneas Falls, Massachusetts 21974

=z SESSON'S greatngs -

The FDC was released on 19" October, 1989 with a Washington DC place cancellation.

1992

Bradbury Thompson’s 1992 engraved and lithographed traditional Christmas stamp design was
based on a painting of the “ Madoona and child with Saints “ in the National Gallery of Art. Though
signed “Giovanni Bellini,” the painting was probably done by a contemporary unknown artist (Brown
1993). In the painting, the saints surrounding Mary and child give the composition a more crowded and

symmetrical feel.

The FDC has a Washington DC Place cancellation
and 29 cent stamp and was released on 22"

October, 1992.

1992

An FDC with the theme Greetings and a “Toy Train” g_
stamp and released on 22" October, 1992 with
Kansas City Cancellation. ramlloe
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1995

Mr. Timothy D. Regaa

WA
58 ~
- o 1310 Ruthridge Court
Bel Air, Maryland 21014
wla 7995 &

An FDC with Santa Claus entering Chimney, and a Child holding Jumping Jack,
which were released on 30" September, 1995 with a North Pole cancellation.

References
Website: https://about.usps.com/who/profile/history/pdf/history-of-christmas-stamps.pdf
Website: https://postalmuseum.si.edu/the-art-of-christmas-stamp

Boskovits, Miklos, 2003. Italian Paintings of the Fifteenth Century, National Gallery of Art (US), Washington DC.

New Picture Postcard

Karnataka Postal Circle issued a picture postcard honouring Gukesh D, the youngest World Chess
Campion. A special cancellation was also released on 13 December 2024.

Gukesh D (born on 29 May 2006), is an Indian chess grandmaster and the reigning World Chess
Champion. At just 18 years old, Gukesh has made history as the youngest undisputed World Chess
Champion, a milestone that cements his place among the greatest minds in chess history. Gukesh is
also the youngest winner of the Candidates Tournament, a remarkable achievement that underscores
his strategic brilliance and composure under pressure.

Gutawh D (orm 29 Moy 0080 4 e vk chesy grandimanier and The
e Werkd Ovens Chamgaan Al bl U yuars ik, Gotmot hat mace

b
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Stamp of the month

By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad

Finland - 5 Kopek Blue Tete-Beche Pair, 1856

Price : USD 42,500

The 5k blue tete-beche pair from 1856 is a rare original-gum tete-bech pair of Finnish 5-kopeck
stamps that is regarded as one of the world's most identifiable classic postal artifacts. These stamps
were among the first issued by Finland Post utilizing the "work and turn" process, which included
printing the first horizontal row of 10 stamps and then turning the paper to make the second and final
row. This exquisite pair, which originally comprised a block of four in the 1939 Agathon Faberge
Collection, is regarded as one of the best mint specimens with tiny pearls in existence. This fascinating
lot, accompanied by a 1943 Pelander lot card, was auctioned for $42,500 at Siegel's "Rarities of the
World" sale in May 19, 2001.

Reference : https://findyourstampsvalue.com/rarest-stamps/most-valuable-finnish-stamps

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine. Please send the matter in A4 size

Word format. Send the clear images in separate files.
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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India Post’s Experiments with Se-tenenants : 2000-2010
By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai

BACKGROUND

While doing research for my article THE INNOVATIVE STAMPS OF INDEPEX ASIANA 2000,
which has appeared in the December 2024 issue of this renown online philatelic magazine, | was struck
by the fact that in that year 2000, which was the 50" year of the formation of our Republic, India Post
had not only carried out the innovations that one can see for themselves in the stamps directly related
to the Indepex Asiana 2000 exhibition, but, for example for the first time a 6 stamp se-tenant set was
issued (on the subject of Indian jewelry). In addition, apart from the standard block of 4 se-tenant shown
on the Miniature Sheet (M.S.), from the various stamps sheets that were simultaneously issued for the
migratory bird set, one could create a block of 4 se-tenant set, or a vertical or even a horizontal se-
tenant stamp strip. Earlier, se-tenant stamps were issued as i. a setenant pair; ii. a se-tenant block of
4; or iii. se-tenant issues as a M.S, and in the case of the last mentioned combination, the se-tenant
stamps were torn and used as individual blocks of 4, when not sold at the counter as a se-tenant M.S.,
in those cases where Se-tenant Block of 4 sheets/sheet-lets were not issued as part of a stamp set.
However, as can be seen from the examples discussed here above for the M.S. and stamps issued for
Indepex Asiana 2000, innovations and changes were started from the year 2000 to give se-tenant
stamps greater flexibility and variety. Changes that were initiated varied from stamp set to stamp
set and lasted till 2010. These changes with regard to how the designs of sets of se-tenant
stamps were experimented with, innovated on and improved during this particular decade +
one year, are detailed in this article.

Out of the about 66 se-tenant stamp sets issued in between 15t January 2000 to end of 2010,
21 examples have been examined and discussed in detail here.

INTRODUCTION

The first of India Post’s se-tenant stamp pair was issued | H o8 Cum g
on 91" October 1974, on which day 3 stamps were issued out | : :

of which the 2 stamps showing archaeologically ancient
sculptures displayed in the Mathura Museum (U.P.) issued k /4t
for the Museum’s Centenary, was printed as a pair of Sl il = 5 : o
horizontal se-tenant stamps (i.e. 2 related but different 1}
stamps side by side and within the same sheet). There were i
24 pairs of stamps in each sheet printed by Indian Security FEEEEEEER Su

Press (ISP), Nashik. - aax ke

The next pair of se-tenant stamps were issued on 2"
October 1980, for the 50" Anniversary of the Dandi March.
There were 25 pairs in each sheet printed by ISP.

The first se-tenant block of 4 stamp set was issued on 28" June 1975, for the 500" anniversary of
birth of the Italian painter and sculptor, Michelangelo. The 2 paintings used were from the ceiling of
Sistine Chapel, in The Vatican City. It can therefore be said this se-tenant Block of 4 could be split into
2 horizontal se-tenant pairs also, but that would be by destroying the original se-tenant Block of 4.
There are 18 blocks of 4 in each sheet printed by ISP. For the first time a Picture Postcard, which
reproduced this block of 4 on a single card, was issued by India Post.
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The next Block of 4 stamps (face value of set- Rs. 4.00), was the one issued on 12" February 1984,
for the 6th President’s Fleet Review by President Shri Giani Zail Singh, at Mumbai (as part of which
Fleet Review, the Foxtrot class Russian submarine variant which was named INS Vela, and Indian
fleet Russian made Kashin class destroyers were on parade, apart from a British Hawker Siddenley
VTOL naval aircraft, and our only Aircraft Carrier then, INS Vikrant). This Block of 4 has 16 sets per
Sheet and was printed by ISP, Nashik. By 2011, this particular block of stamps had become the 1%
Mint Se-tenant stamp set to be purchased by collectors at Rs.1000.00 and above per se-tenant set.
About 5 other Mint Se-tenant stamp sets, apart from withdrawn sets, had also crossed the Rs.1000.00
or more per set by the year 2011. (Other such se-tenant sets were 1. Se-tenant pair showing poets
Smt. Mahadevi Verma and Shri Jaishankar Prasad, - Sept 1991. Face value for set - Rs.4.00 per set;
2. 14™ Congress of International Association of Bridges and Structural Engineering se-tenant pair-
March 1992, face value - Rs.4.00 per set; 3. Diamond Jubilee of the I.A.F - setenant pair - October
1992 - face value Rs.11.00 per set; 4. Baroda Museum setenant pair - December 1994 - face value
Rs.17.00 per set and 5. Centenary of Scindia School, Gwalior - October 1997 - face value Rs.10.00
per setenant pair. As far as Se-tenant block of 4 stamp set is concerned, The Indian National Congress
Centenary set had also breached the Rs.1000 mark. More than 9 other se-tenant sets had crossed the
Rs.400.00 per set mark by 2011, when sold as a Mint se-tenant set). Although rates had started to
decrease by 2016-17, many of these sets still command premium rates above Rs.1000 .00 for some,
and Rs.400. 00 per setenant set for the others, when in good, Mint condition.

This shows how popular Indian Se-tenant stamp sets had started to become by 2011, if not
earlier. Perhaps the innovations of various types tried out by India Post for the issued se-tenant
stamps up to 2011, had given philatelists an appreciation for the older Se-tenant stamps sets
too.

One will notice that no stamp sheets were issued with single stamps for any of the above mentioned
se-tenant stamps till 1990, and therefore issued sheets of se-tenant pair, or block of 4, had to be torn
apart or destroyed if any purchaser wanted 1 or 2 stamps respectively.

The first M.S. with a se-tenant Block of 4 stamps within was issued on 17" October 1987, for the
upcoming January 1989 World Philatelic Exhibition, New Delhi. However, each of the 4 stamps were
issued as individual stamp sheets, with 35 stamps per sheet for sale to those who didn’t want to buy
the M.S. These were printed by ISP. In other words, to create a Block of 4 stamps, one had to destroy
the M.S. in this case.
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The first M.S. along with which se-tenant pair stamps were issued as separate stamp sheets, was
for the 2" October 1995, South Africa Cooperation: Mahatma Gandhi se-tenant stamp pair, which set
is shared here. (This set was issued by India Post in 2 forms: 1. 2 stamp -se-tenant pair - sheet, and
2 stamps. M.S. with same setenant pair). This sheet was printed by ISP, in sheets of 25 horizontal se-
tenant pairs.

Some of the types of sheets and sheet-lets that is going to be discussed in this article are given
here under as reference, so the understanding can be clearer to the readers. A normal full sheet of a
single commemorative stamp , which features stamps with a single design has 40-45 stamps per full
sheet. However, for se-tenant stamps, the numbers per sheet vary, and in many cases the Se-tenant
sets total 4 to 8 per Sheet-lets , as can be seen in the examples here. . These examples give an idea
about these variations in between printed, normal sheets and several types of se-tenant sheet-lets
issued:

il
Ty

CC T ™

. ' 4
c-“."
RARY

CAPTION : 1. The upper most example of se-tenant stamps, shows
se-tenant block of 4’s.It is part of a sheet printed by ISP and issued
on 28" January 2009, showing Heritage Monuments Preservation by
INTACH .A Miniature Sheet with the same Block of se-tenant 4 stamps
was also issued , which is also shared. Shown are 3 sets of Blocks
of 4 stamps. In each sheet printed by ISP There are 9 sets of such
block of 4 stamps.(hence totally 36 stamps)
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2. Next to that are shown 2 Se-tenant strips of 4 stamps, issued on 4" October 2004, for 150 years of the issue of India
Post’s first stamps for common all India usage.( l.e. 150 years of India’s first Lithograph definitive stamps). 5 sets of such
horizontal se-tenant strip of 4 stamp are found in each sheet printed by ISP. (hence totally 20 stamps)

3. The next set of se-tenant stamps shows 2 Blocks of 4 se-tenant stamps. It was issued on 13" August 2004 for the 28
Olympics Games at Athens. Each sheet, printed by CSP (Calcutta Security Printers Ltd, Kanpur), contained 4 sets of these
Se-tenant Blocks of 4s. (Hence totally 16 stamps per sheet.)

4. A sheet-let is shared next, which shows pairs of horizontal se-tenant stamps, issued for the India- Iran Joint Issue of 16™
August 2004, showing Philosopher poets. Printed by ISP, Nashik, this sheet has 4 pairs, hence only 8 stamps per sheet-
let.

5. The last sheet-let also shows a sheet-let with ornamental border, containing 4 stamp se-tenants, on the subject of Breeds
of Indian dogs, with 4 strips per sheet-let. It was printed by ISP in sheets of 16 stamps, and issued on 9" January 2005.

ANALYSIS OF SOME SE-TENANT SETS

A selection of 21 Se-tenant stamp sets, issued from 2000 to 2010, are analyzed and
discussed in this section of the article You will find that in many cases, the designer of the
stamp set has not been mentioned, as the designs are based on material supplied by the
concerned organization:
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[. 28" JANUARY 2000- 2" STAMP SET ISSUED FOR THE 50" ANNIVERSARY OF THE REPUBLIC
OF INDIA - This stamp set is the first se-tenant stamp set issued by India post, in which a se-tenant of
more than 4 stamps were issued. For this set, a se-tenant strip of 5 stamps was issued. It was also
issued during the year when the Indipex Asiana 2000 was held, but was not related, as can been seen
as it doesn’t feature the Logo for the Exhibition. This strip of 5 se-tenant stamps features 4 winners of
the highest award for the Armed Forces - The Param Vir Chakra (P.V.C.), and one winner of the M.V.C.
All 3 arms of the Armed Forces are represented here. Each sheet, printed by ISP (India Security
Printers, Nashik), has 7 rows of these se-tenant of 5 stamps. Unlike some se-tenant stamps we will
examine here under, the position of each of the 5 different highest bravery medal winners- Lance Naik
Karam Singh of the 1 Sikh; Company Quartermaster Havildar Abdul Hamid of the 13 Kumaon ; Lance
Naik Albert Ekka of the 14 Guards, Flying Officer Nirmal Jit Singh Sekhon of the I.A.F., and Captain
M.N. Mulla of the Indian Navy ,who was awarded the MVC, remain the same for each se-tenant
horizontal strip , because of the way each sheet has been printed. A se-tenant strip of 3 rows is shared,
to show that the design remains constant in the full sheet, unlike some other examples of se-tenant
stamps shared here under.

LY
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. 15"" AUGUST 2000 - SOCIAL AND POLITICAL LEADERS - At least 4 other se-tenant sets were
issued in 2000, which were not related to the Indipex Asiana 2000 exhibition, although the sheet
margins on most of the se-tenant stamp sheets carried the announcement for the Exhibition, as one
can see from some of the stamps shared here. The full stamp sheets were printed in such a way, that
different sheets produced different combinations or individual stamps, some of which details are shared
here. The different combinations are.1. Block of 4, 2. Vertical setenant strip of 4 different stamps. 3.
Horizontal strip of 4 different se-tenant stamps and 4. full sheets for each of the 4 individual
personalities in this set. Each sheet, printed by Calcutta Security Printers Pvt. Ltd, Kanpur, (CSP),
features either 40 individual Rs.3.00 stamps or 10 se-tenant sets. In this se-tenant set, 4 eminent
personalities of India - namely Smt. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit (Diplomat); Diwan Bahadur R. Srinivasan
(a leader of the oppressed classes); Shri Jaglal Choudhary (Social reformer) and Shri Radha Govind
Barua (Journalist and Social Reformer), are not featured in the same order in each strip, or Block of 4,
but are rotated, so that a different person is featured in the first stamp in different blocks or strips. Only
one of the Se-tenant Block of 4 is featured in this section. Examples given here do not reflect this
rotation of designs in between the 4 personalities, but clear examples of this can be seen here under
In the April 2003 Medicinal Plants of India se-tenant set discussion, which also uses similar, rotating
configurations for their Se-tenant Block of 4. An example of a Vertical configuration for 4 stamp vertical
se-tenant set, can be seen in the August 2007 Landmark Bridges of India section, where examples of
both a Block of 4 se-tenant set, and a vertical se-tenant strip of 4 are given. However, unlike this set
and the Medicinal Stamps of India set given in the next paragraph, the Bridges of India Block of 4 se-
tenant set, does not rotate the stamps.

7' APRIL 2003- MEDICINAL PLANTS OF INDIA-It is found that this particular set of stamps are issued

in blocks of 4, and also vertical and horizontal strips of 4 stamps per strip, in such a way that there are
4 different settings for each of the 4 different stamps, when the different sheets printed by CSP, Kanpur,
are examined. A M.S. is also issued but without a fixed combination of the Block of 4 in its design.
Some of the combinations, showing the following important medicinal plants in different positions in the
se-tenant designs shared, show - 1. Guggulu; 2. Brahmi; 3. Amla and 4. Ashwagandha, in different
positions on the 2 Block of 4 ‘s shared here. Like many other examples discussed in this article, the
M.S. does not contain a se-tenant set, although the original configuration in which this set has been
issued, is the same as for se-tenant set of 4 stamps for one of the 4 rotating design combinations.
Stamp sheet-lets also carried a brief note on Medicinal Plants on top of each sheet-let, much thereby
reducing the number of stamps peer sheet, much like the sheet-let on Breeds of Indian Dogs, issued
in 2005, carried a silhouette of each dog on the right margin of each sheet-let.

In both the above cases, one can see that India Post created a block of 4 design on each of the
FDCs by using individual stamps, and not a se-tenant block or strip. During these years, the FDC’ s
seem to have avoided use of Se-tenant Block or Strips on the FDC’ s issued and canceled with the
special FDC cancellation. .

Earlier, another Se-tenant Block of 4 set on Indian Medicinal Plants, but with 4 different face values,

was issued on 28" October 1997.
To be continued
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China 2024 - Asian International Stamp Exhibition
By Rajesh Paharia

The China 2024 Asian International Stamp Exhibition opened 27th Nov 2024 in Shanghai, bringing
together stamp collectors and enthusiasts from 69 countries who featured over 1,600 competitive frame
exhibits and 48 philatelic literature pieces. Apart from Exhibits in Frames & Dealer Booths, the
exhibition had many exclusive display pavilions which showcased display on themes like ‘China 75
years ago’, Crypto & NFT Stamps from all over world, collections from the China National Post and
Postage Stamp Museum etc. A dedicated gallery with stalls was assigned to all postal branches of
provinces of China who decorated their stalls with art & culture of their province. They were selling
showpiece, gift items, picture cards etc. and provided beautiful multicolored hand stamps to apply on
various postal and non postal articles. A free booklet was available on purchase of any article of total
100 yuan from entire pavilion which was being used for taking different Hand stamps available in every
corner of exhibition. A unique thing about these hand stamps was that some of them were designed to
apply same seal 4 times in same position making a perfect multicoloured impression.
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The Commissioner had to arrive a day before start of exhibition to get the exhibits clear from China
Customs and personally mount the exhibits. Exhibition authorities completed all paper formalities by
evening thus mounting started late and continued till mid night. While going at entrance of Exhibition,
we noticed long barricaded walkways and more than 20 registration counters. Next day morning 9.00
O’clock, we saw huge lines outside venue spanning half km long which justified all the arrangements.
Inaugural day had such a unexpected big attendance by Ministers and officials that the commissioners
were requested to skip the programme and instead sent to visit nearby Museum due to short of
reserved space at the inaugural function venue .
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China Postal department issued 1 MS and four stamps sold together in Presentation packs. The
craze among collectors to buy and make different souvenirs of stamps was such that the stocks were
completely sold out. It was important to see that nearly 95% of business at Post Office counters was
Chinese Stamps in form of souvenirs and collectibles, be it silver or gold replicas or mounted in fancy
pre printed albums, folders etc. We also went to Shanghai Coin and Stamp Market where there are
more than 300 shops selling Coins, Notes and Stamps. Interestingly, there also entire stocks and
business is of Chinese Origin material and no trace of foreign stamps, covers, fiscals, postal history
material. The Philatelic world may take the clue with growing Philately in China that the key lies in
spreading the umbrella specially in Youth with preferred love and pride with your own country’s stamps
through innovative methods. The designers of MS and stamps issued in exhibition were sitting at
special counters and people waited in long lines to take their signatures.

China Philately Association had a prominent role in conduct of exhibition with their own huge size
pavilion at central hall and their members were assisting at every level. The Aluminium frames used in
Exhibition were owned by them which were brought and returned in containers designed to carry and
store them back. Exhibition Commissioner Ms Hao Gong Tao along with her team was available 24x7
for seamless conduct of Exhibition.

thE 2024 0 E FnSRER R 25

China 2024 Asian International Stamp Exhibition

e

Palmares Night
&

There were Ten competition class and six Literature class entries from India which in all won 3
Large Vermeil, 3 Vermeil, 3 Large Silver, 3 Silver, 3 Silver Bronze and 1 bronze medal. The Indian
visitors included Mr K M Singh, Mr Harjeet Kataria and Mr Vijay Malhotra along with Mr Rajkumar
Sukhani & Family who had dealer booth in the exhibition. After declaration of results, we personally
went to all Indian exhibits and took feedback from Jury members available during Jury session there.

77th FIP congress was also conducted on 3rd Dec 2024 at Hotel Portman Ritz Carlton, Shanghai
chaired by Mr Prakob Chirakiti, president of FIP and FIAP. Indian Delegation was led by Mr Rajesh
Bagri as delegate accompanied by Mr Pratishad Neurgaonkar, Mr Peeyush Khaitan and Rajesh
Paharia as observers.
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New Issues from Other Countries

UNITED NATIONS

Romance of the Three Kingdom

Issued on 06.12.2024

ROMANIA

Homochromy and Mimicry

Hyla arborea S
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:ROMANIA

Issued on 12.11.2024
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ISRAEL
Israel Nature Parks Authority

National Park Director Conservationist Park Ranger
]

] .

iy (ot
T MOS0 Mt WO 3:-

uvud oo SO

(RSP
L R U et

..OIQ\ .."'.? .‘0'0‘

@ 0058 4500 ARd / '\4- F on vu:am @ onm n:;m
-. AL SAAEL NATLE AND
el -/ KJ e Amoay o

- ;a'a,id,“q'a)’cp wT wm Lyl Wy wm Ca gl

Issued on 24.12.2024

NEW ZEALAND

Native Pollinators Set

JALYN

> SHOLYNITIO]

Issued on 06.11.2024

Courtesy: Wopa+
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New Special Covers

fadw 3mTm SPECIAL COVER

PANAJI : 23 September 2024 KITTUR : 23 October 2024
37t All India Postal Chess Tournament 2024-25 200 Years of Kittur Vijayotsava

'SHUKRATAL : 04 December 2024 ALLAHABAD : 07 December 2024
Bhagwat Peeth Shri Shukdev Ashram, Shuktirtha Allahabad Sporting Club

BAREILLY : 14 Debember 2024 DHORDO-KHAVDA : 15 December 2024
Invertis University, Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh Rann Utsav

Maha Kumbh Mein-Praysgra)

PUNE : 27 December 2024 PRAYAGRAJ : 30 December 2024
Self-respecting Seal of Shri. Chhatrapati Maha Kumbh Mela - Prayagraj
Shivaji Maharaj
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New Special Cancellations

Human Rights Day

: 10. 12. 2024
Thiruvananthapuram |
10.12.2024

Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar
13.12.2024

100 Years of Raj Kapoor

Rt e ki e mekas bl
Raipur
14.12.2024

World Meditation Day

Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar
21.12.2024

38

International Human Solidarity Day

World Chess Champion

i)
|

.«—:i.

Ernakulam
10.12.2024

World Chess Champion

A ORlcdg  (7Z7es

— £ el o)

Nagpur Bengaluru

13.12.2024 13.12.2024

Bengaluru Nagpu

20.12.2024 21.12.2024
100 Years of Mohammed Rafi

Compliments of the Season

B . piiris S— e
| £ Cosgeg .\
)
_ . -

et 403001 PANAJI
| 26.12.2024
Raipur Panaji
24.12.2024 26.12.2024
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Forthcoming Events

URUGUAY 2025

FIP patronaged Specialized World Stamp Exhibition with a capacity of 2000 display frames will be
held from 17 to 22 February 2025, to celebrate the 200 years of the declaration of independence of
Uruguay. The last date for applying is 15 September 2024.

The National commissioner is: Parvesh Kumar Gupta
(Mobile: 9810628387 Email: maachisO01@gmail.com)
Assistant Commissioner is: Raunak Dutta

(Mobile: 9830146836 Email: raunak.duttal990@yaho0.in)

MELBOURNE 2025

The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne,
Australia will be held in 2025.

M 2022 ¢ For more details: https://melbourne2025.com.au/
eé’é <
¢

A ETIONAL Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp +919351716969)
Email: shreetotal@gmail.com

EUROPHILEX-2025

The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held
at Birmingham. The extended dates of European Philatelic Exhibition will be on
8" to 11" May 2025. This is the first time ever, Britain has decided to move its
international exhibition out of London. Birmingham is the country’s second city,
which is located in the centre of England, surrounded by a massive population
and several other large cities.

For more details: https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
BOSTON-2026

BOSTON 2026 The FIP Patronaged 12 International Philatelic Exhibition of the United States
gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition Center
(BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026.

WORLD EXPO For more details: https://boston2026.org/

INPEX-2025

The Philatelic Congress of India (PCI), Nationa IPhilatelic Federation, is going to organise and hold
the National Philatelic Exhibition INPEX-2025 between January-March 2025 (Details awaited)

AMSIPEX 25

The Airmail Soceity of India Foundation (AMSI) is conducting its 1t Virtual International Aero &
Astrophilatelic exhibition during 15 to 23 February 2025. Entries for following classes will be accepted.

1. Competitive Class:
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5 frame and 8 frame
1 frame

2. Literature Class
3. Special section for youth collectors with 2-3 frame exhibits
4. Special section for novice exhibitors with 2-3 frame exhibits

More details in www.amsipex.com
MAHAPEX 2025
The Maharashtra state level philatelic exhibition, Mahapex 2025, is scheduled to take place from

January 22 to 25, 2025, at the World Trade Centre, Mumbai. This highly anticipated event promises to
be a grand celebration of philately and rich cultural heritage of Maharashtra and Goa.

HEOTH - 2025

MAHAPEX - 2025

Collect, Connect, Celebrate :
The Festival of Stamps

22nd Jan. to 25th Jan. 2025
Venue: World Trade Centre, Mumbai

The launch of the Mahapex 2025 logo was unveiled during the concluding ceremony of Gamepex
Thane 2024 by Mr. Amitabh Singh, Chief Postmaster General, Maharashtra Circle. The outline of the
logo is inspired by the Rajmudra of Chhatrapati Shivaj Maharaj. It depicts warli painting and the
architectural heritage of Maharashtra and Goa. Shekaru, the state animal of Maharashtra, is adopted
as the Mascot of Mahapex 2025. A dedicated website for Mahapex 2025 has been launched.

TANAPEX 2025

The Tamilnadu state level philatelic exhibition, TANAPEX 2025 will be held from 29™ January to 1%t
February 2025 at Amma Arangam Community Hall, Shenoy Nagar, Chennai-600 030. More details
can be available from the website: https://tamilnadupost.cept.gov.in/

OTHER EXHIBITIONS

We are publishing some flyers received in connection with philatelic exhibitions at various places
in the country. More details not received.
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BEN ELAGAYI DIVISION, BELAGAVI-590001

Baroda Philatelic Society

Celebrating 50 Glorious Years

DISPLAY OF STAMPS,
POST CARDS,
POSTAL STATIONERY
ETC. ON VARIETY OF
SUBJECTS.

11th - 12th January, 2025
Time: 10 am to 6 pm
Venue: ‘ Enjoy fhe effervescence of st

Diwalipura Atithi Gruh, e
Diwalipura, DISTRICT LEVEL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION, BELAGAVI

.. VADODARA
s PROSPECTUS

1" - W Jacwary 2028

9 Mabaveer Bhavae. Hindwad Bolagavi 592011

Philatelic Links Disclaimer

This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among
www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org based on the information obtained flom reliable Sources.
www.sipa.net.in Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of
www.phila-art.com the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability
www.indianairmails.com or completeness of the information.
www.bharatexotics.com
www.worldwide-mint.com

www.indiamintstamp.com Acknowledgement:

mxsgusg:g:gg;g com Rainbow Stamp News: Vol. XVII. N0.204 (Dec. 2024)
' ) Deccan Philatelist: Vol.23 Issue 2/2023

www.stampsofindia.com Signet Special Edition: Vol.45 No.1 (February 2023)
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com Vadophil: No.178, 179, 180 (April - December 2024)
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com Filacap — online. No.262 (December 2024)
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com The Fila Capsule No.8 (September- October 2024)

www.indianphilately.net
www.exponet.info
www.indiapost.gov.in

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com Awards won
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com

www.indiastudycircle.org BRASILIA 2017: Bronze
www.vadophil.org INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze
www.indianphilatelics.com KERAPEX 2019: Silver
www.mintageworld.com PWO EXPO 2022: Silver
https://dharaastamps.co.in PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting)
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ AMRITPEX 2023: Silver

https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
www.philcent.com
www.bidcurios.com
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1st International Virtual
Aerophilatelic & Astrophilatelic
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<7  Exhibition February 15-23, 2025
b FounATION www.amsipex.com
Dear all,

We now have a little over 1.5 months to go for the start of
AMSIPEX-25 (www.AMSIPEX.com). With entries closing on 25th
December, we have crossed a major milestone. We have about
80 entries with over 250 frames in the competitive and invitee
class combined, and these come from over a dozen countries
worldwide. We also have over 15 entries in the Literature class. |
am very pleased with the response. Being our first event, it was
difficult for me to set any target for ourselves, but we stand tall
if | compare with Aero & Astro exhibits in other FIAP and FIP
shows.

All these will be available for on-line viewing from 15 February
2025 once our show is launched. We also have a Court of Honour
with 3 outstanding Large Gold medal winning exhibits for you to
enjoy. Our jury panel is again something we are proud of;
perhaps the best qualified and experienced jury in the world,
who come from 7 different countries across 4 continents.

| am very fortunate to have a team of committed volunteers who
are working very hard to make AMSIPEX-25 a success. | will write
about them and their contribution in subsequent updates. More
information on all these will be posted on our website.

Until then, Seasons Greetings for a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

Piyush Khaitan (PK) @
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

RULES AND REGULATIONS

The vision: To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged
in this Association

The mission:
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately,
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli
quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India

MEMBERSHIP FEE:

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/-
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only).

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1St April to 31St March.

2. LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable
in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/-
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).

Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18
years and paying the full membership fee.

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the
subscription within three months from the due date (1t April) shall cease to be a member.

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of
entrance.

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account. Account Name: ANANTHAPURI
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION. Account No: 32270854728 Bank: State Bank of India Branch:
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0O003826.

MONTHLY MEETING: We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road,
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram. Members attending the monthly
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue.

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM,
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948)
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Date: .........
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSQCIATION

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Reg No.: T-614/12
(Affiliated to Philatelic Congress of India)

Name in Capital Letters:

Date of Birth: Age: Affix Photo

Permanent Address: n CL?:: of
Membership

Address for Communication:

Email ID:

Telephone No: Mobile No:

Type of Membership: [ | Annual Membership

D Life Membership

Area of Interest:

DECLARATION

| have read the rules and regulations (over leaf) of the Association and |
promise to abide by them.

................ Signature of the Applicant

For Office Use:

Admitted on:

Membership No:
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta,
Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036
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