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World Airmail Day 
 
      World Airmail Day is celebrated on February 18th every year to commemorate the first airmail flight, 
carried out by India between Allahabad and Naini, covering a distance of approximately 6 miles.  It 
carried 6500 letters and postcards, which were delivered to the Naini Post Office. Celebrating World 
Airmail Day helps to raise awareness about the importance of airmail in shaping global communication 
and commerce.  Airmail played a crucial role in connecting people and businesses worldwide, fostering 
international relationships and cooperation.  Despite these importance, World Airmail Day is not 
observed globally.  It is fitting for our nation to lead the effort to commemorate this historic 
achievement.  Airmail Society India Foundation (AMSI) is working to ensure that World Airmail Day is 
widely recognized and celebrated on 18th February each year. They have reached out to various 
societies worldwide and received an encouraging response in this regard.  AMSIPEX 2025 is the 1st 
Virtual Aerophilatelic and Astrophilatelic exhibition organised by AMSI which provides an ideal platform 
for launching the initiative of celebrating World Airmail Day on 18th February 2025.  By celebrating this 
Day, India will inspire other countries to honour her role in advancing global communication and trade. 
India is one of the world’s fastest-growing Civil Aviation markets and the world needs to recognise the 
many historic contributions our nation has made over the years.  We wish all the best to AMSI for the 
efforts taken by them to celebrate World Airmail Day globally.   
 

      Happy World Airmail Day 
  
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 

 
 
 
 

Hi, 
 
      Thank you for sending new issue of bulletin. I would like to know if it is possible to publish philatelic 
article in your magazine. Article would be about lighthouses on Lithuanian postage stamps. I can 
become a member if it is a requirement. 
 

Daumantas 
daumiz@hotmail.com 

Dear Editor. 
 
     Again, I am sitting with a lovely Stamp Bulletin of January. Thank you all for the effort for making 
this Bulletin. The most interesting column for me to read, was that of Vistara Air Line and Air India 
merging. Great history, and very engaging, and very important information for those who collect Aero 
Philately. Again, thank you for the Bulletin. I will be looking forward to the next one. 
 

Ole-Fredrik Olsen, Norway. 
 
      Thanks and heartiest congratulations on yet another spectacular issue. Wishing you all a very 
happy new year 2025.  
 
      With Regards 

Capt. Vijay Wadhwa 

Editorial 
 

Readers’ Column 
 



 

 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.108/February 2025 

 

 

5 

 
 
 

 
Peasant Uprising of Patharughat - 1891 
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ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 
 

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment 

 
For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue 

For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 
 

 

For details contact: 9387801948 
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Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 

Thiruvananthapuram 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com  

Mobile: 9387801948 

 

 

 

Anantha Nadam, 
 

a well reputed souvenir from 
Ananthapuri Philatelic 

Association 

 

 

Whether you are a budding or seasoned collector, this book is an invaluable 
resource for anyone passionate about philately 

This centenary 
commemorative 

edition features a 
collection of selected 

articles from  
the renowned 

philatelists, stories 
and memories that 

have been cherished 
by our readers  
over the years. 

Editor: P. Mohanachandran Nair 
Size: D¼ (28 x 22)  

Pages: 140 in colour 
 
 

Price: Rs.400. + Rs.70. (Shipping charges) 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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NEW BOOKS ON PHILATELY RELEASED 

1. Saga of Buddhism 

      A new book “Saga of Buddhism” authored by Smt. N. Sridevi was released on 8 January 2025, 
during Ikshupex 2025, District Level Philately Exhibition, Belgavi.  The book was released by Shri. 
Rajendra Kumar, CPMG, Karnataka Postal Circle. 

 
 

 
 
 
2. Tiny Treasures - The Science and History Behind the world of 
Stamps 
 
      Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar, published his first book on philately titled “Tiny 
Treasures - The Science and History Behind the World of Stamps”.  This 
Octavo size (9” x 6”) fully coloured book is printed in white glossy paper.  
The Foreword is written by Shri. M Lokeswara Rao, IFS (Retd.). The book 
is produced in Paperback as well as Hard case.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
3. Pennywise - All About Money 
 
      Capt. Vijay Wadhwa published his latest eBook titled as “Pennywise - All 
About Money”.  The book is about coins and currency notes of the world on 
postage stamps.  It is a massive volume of 620 pages in A4 size.  Foreword 
is written by Mr. Dinesh Kr Mistry, DPS Chhattisgarh Postal Circle.  Pre-order 
booking has been commenced on Amazon.com and will be put on sale from 
26 January 2025 

 

 

 

News in Brief 
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4. Ramayana on Stamps 
 
      ”Ramayana on Stamps” the new book authored by Shri. 
Lokeswara Rao was published on 25th January 2025 by Sri 
Rajendra Kumar CPMG Karnataka Circle, Bangalore at Philatelic 
Bureau GPO Bangalore.  
 

 

PICTURE POSTCARDS RELEASED 

      Department of Posts, O/o The Postmaster General, Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar (Aurangabad) 
issued 18 picture postcards on the theme City of Gates. 
 

 
 

MAHAPEX 2025 - PRE PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

      Goa Postal Division conducted a rally at Panaji Head Post Office- Panaji Church-Latin Quarter-
Panaji Philatelic Bureau as a pre promotional activity for MAHAPEX 2025 which was scheduled from 
22-25th January at Mumbai. The staff of Panaji HO and DO Goa along with Dr. M. R. Ramesh Kumar, 
Retd. Scientist and Philatelist participated in the event. 
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AMSIPEX 2025 WEBINAR 
 
      In connection with the 1st Virtual Aerophilatelic and Astrophilatelic exhibition AMSIPEX 2025, which 
will be held from 15th to 23rd February 2025 a webinar is arranged by the organisers on 18 February 
2025 from 4.30 pm onwards.  In this 5 hours webinar 6 speakers will take classes on Aero and Astro 
philately. For the zoom link please visit www.amsipex.com The schedule of the webinar is furnished 
below: 
 

 

 
 

http://www.amsipex.com/
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STUDY GROUP FOR EUROPHILEX 2025 

  
      Europhilex 2025 is in Birmingham between 7-11 May and promises to be an outstanding show. 
Shri. Piyush Khaitan is forming a group of Philatelists interested in attending the event. 
  
Schedule: 
  
Arrive in London on Monday 5 May (free day) 
  
London – Tuesday 6 May – Visit Postal Museum, Mail Train ride, visit RPSL, Rowland Hill statue and common 
lunch. Evening train to Birmingham. 
  
Birmingham – Wed-Sat (7-10 May) – attend Europhilex including the following planned activities 
- Club Meetings (prior permission from respective societies will be needed) – Wed/7th India Study Circle, Thu/8th 
Royal Philatelic Society London, Fri/9th British Air Mail Society, Sat/10th Pakistan Study Circle (?) 
- Selected exhibits walk through along with exhibitor 
- Informal dinner and philatelic discussions. 
- In depth philatelic introduction of each person including show & tell, talks etc. 
- Plenty of free time to visit dealer stalls, see exhibits etc. 
- Birmingham sightseeing 

  
      Persons willing to attend need to make their own arrangements for air tickets, hotel, visa etc.  All 
persons interested in participating, please contact Piyush Khaitan. 
 
      Email pk@khaitan.in 
      Phone +91 98200 19000 (WhataApp only). 
 

 

 
By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 

 
 

France - 10c Postage Due Stamp, 1859 
 

 
 

      This is one of the most unusual rare French stamps since it was released without the requirement 
to prepay for postal service. This stamp was produced when the recipient, not the sender, paid for the 
delivery. 
 
      This 10-cent postage stamp was supposed to be the world's first postage due stamp. It was sold 
for $23,100 at the Cherrystone auction in May of 2006. 
 
Image Reference : https://www.mintageworld.com/media/detail/6665-10c-postage-due-stamp-1859/ 

 

Stamp of the month 

 
 

mailto:pk@khaitan.in
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By Kottai Surendran Palani 
 
 
Introduction 
 
      We all know that Chess game is played over the board (OTB) wherein two players sit across the 
chess board and move their pieces. If a chess clock is used in the game, then the player stops his/her 
clock after each move.  
 
      Correspondence chess is the chess game played remotely by two players. Players don’t see each 
other. Each player conveys his/her moves through correspondence. The word ‘correspondence’ 
formally means the act of writing letters. In the past, players would use pigeons and postal systems to 
send their moves to each other. Later players started conveying their moves electronically through 
emails and online chess servers. 
 
      Historically, correspondence chess has been a contemplative diversion for intellectuals, aristocrats 
and soldiers. The earliest correspondence games for which a surviving record exists took place in 
1804, between Friedrich Wilhelm von Mauvillon, a Dutch army officer stationed in The Hague, and a 
compatriot of his who was stationed in Breda, the Netherlands. Mauvillon published three of these 
games in a chess book in 1827, forever immortalizing his draw and two victories over his friend. 
 
      In the 19th century, chess clubs and magazines in the USA started to organize more regular 
tournaments, national as well as international tournaments. Currently International Correspondence 
Chess Federation (ICCF) and US Chess Federation (USCF) organize correspondence chess 
tournaments in postal and the server versions. 

      In this article we shall learn about the correspondence chess games played using letters traversing 
through postal system.  Since correspondence chess is played remotely, a player can play multiple 
games simultaneously. Players can also avail help from other players and chess databases and 
engines to analyse and make their moves. 

Chess Post cards 

      Chess players use ‘chess post cards’ to communicate their moves. In the past, the chess post 
cards had picture of chess board squares. Each square is identified by a two-digit number, first digit 
representing the file number (1,2, 3,4, 5,6,7,8) and the second digit representing the rank number (1,2, 
3,4, 5,6,7,8). For example, at the beginning of game, white rooks will be at 11, 81 and black knights 
will be at 28, 78. White pawns are positioned at 12 to 82 and black pawns are positioned at 17 to 87.  
 
      Moves are indicated with ‘from position number’ followed by ‘to position number’. For example, 
when white makes the first standard move pawn to e4 then it is recorded as 5254 (pawn moves from 
square 52 to square 54). 

      Chess cards provide spaces to record the game number, the date on which the opponent’s move 
is received and date on which counter move is posted. The card also has provision to record days 
taken for the move and total days taken by each player. Finally dates from postal marks on the letters 
are used to determine the days taken by each player. When the chess post card is received, generally 
a player can take three days to post his/her move back to the opponent. A correspondence chess game 
may take several months to end. 

      Below Pic 1 is the chess post card from Denmark of 1977. The card shows the chess square 
numbers. The player stated that the card was received on 11.07.1977 and answered on 12.07.1977 

Correspondence CHESS Through Postal System 
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(matching with the postal mark on the stamp).  Pieces movement section shows white’s response third 
move as 7163 (knight moved from g1 to f3). The player has signed at the bottom of the card. 

 

    
 

Pic.1. Denmark Chess Postcard 1977 

      Chess postcards evolved over years to include more details captured to describe the strengths and 
weaknesses of the players.  

      More sections got incorporated in the post card - Total days taken by players and days taken for 
the move. Post mark date and received dates are captured. The difference in days explains the duration 
of postal journey between the locations of players.  

      We can see cells for tournament number and wrong moves and impossible moves got added. 
Section for player’s suggestions, agreeing with or rejecting the suggestion are also added. On the 
address side, we note that logo of chess club which printed the post card fill the space.  

      Let us look at another set of chess post cards in the below section (Pic 2 and 3). The post cards 
relate to a game played between a doctor from Croatia and a player from Germany. Players started 
the correspondence game (no. 619) in March 2004 (see first card’s postal mark on the stamp). The 
game was in progress at 31st move in May 2005 (see second card’s postal mark on the registered post 
sticker).  It appears that players first started using ordinary letters and later registered the post cards. 

 

   
 

Pic. 2 Game No.619 started between Crotian and German players - March 2004 
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Pic.3 Game in progress after 14 months at the 31st move in May 2005 
 

Current Status of Correspondence Chess  
 
      Each player has considerably longer to make a move, reducing the potential for blunders in 
correspondence games and leading to higher quality games. Because of the high quality, 
correspondence chess games are still popular among chess players.  
 
      With the advancement of technology correspondence games are more played using online chess 
servers. Use of postal chess cards is reduced but not ceased. 
 
      Nowadays movements are recorded using algebraic notations to refer to the squares and 
movements (see pic 4). 
 
      US Chess Federation (USCF) is selling chess post cards in their website. The cards have provision 
to depict the entire board’s position after the current move (see pic 5). This helps easy understanding 
and simulates thoughts for next move. 
 

   
 

Pic.4 Nowadays players use standard algebraic notations 
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Pic.5 Chess Postcard being sold by USCF has provision to depict  
entire board position after the current move 

 
Conclusion 
 
      While the correspondence chess in many forms is still popular among chess players, philatelist 
enjoy collecting postally used chess post cards.  

References: 
https://new.uschess.org/correspondence-chess/rules 
https://www.chess.com/terms/correspondence-chess 
https://www.uscfsales.com/correspondence-chess-move-mail-card-50-pack 
 
 

 

https://new.uschess.org/correspondence-chess/rules
https://www.chess.com/terms/correspondence-chess
https://www.uscfsales.com/correspondence-chess-move-mail-card-50-pack
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“Tiny Treasures 

The Science and History Behind the World of Stamps” 
 
      Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar, Chief Scientist (Retd.) is now a popular name in Indian Philately.  His 
outstanding efforts to promote philately is commendable.  He is conducting workshops, presentations 

and solo exhibitions in different schools, colleges and various other 
places.  He is also conducting spot quizzes among viewers of 
philatelic exhibitions and giving small gifts like postal articles and 
toffees. He is also writing philatelic articles in different philatelic 
journals, bulletins, Newspapers etc.  He is a major contributor of 
Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin. I am delighted to share you that he 
has come out with his first book on philately titled “Tiny Treasures 
- The Science and History Behind the World of Stamps” 
 
      In this meticulously described and beautifully illustrated book, 
Ramesh Kumar presents various chapters like introduction to 
philately and philatelists in India and abroad.   The book has keen 
insights on different philatelic themes like Environment, India’s 
Rich Cultural Heritage, Sports and Games, Scientists and 
Scientific Institutions in India and Magic of Indian Movies.  The four 
Appendix chapters added at the end describes about Countries 
and their names appeared in stamps, Philatelic Glossary, Philatelic 
Quiz and useful philatelic links. 
 
      The numerous colour illustrations in this book add a visual 

feast to its readers. This Octavo size (9” x 6”) book is printed in white glossy paper.  The Foreword is 
written by Shri. M Lokeswara Rao, IFS (Retd.). The book’s design and production quality are 
exceptional, making it a joy to read and handle. 
 
      In conclusion, “Tiny Treasures - The Science and History Behind the World of Stamps” is an 
outstanding contribution to philatelic literature. The book is a must read to both seasoned collectors 
and budding philatelists. 
 
 
 
Author: Dr. M R Ramesh Kumar 

ISBN: 979-8-89632-799-8 (Paperback) 

ISBN: 979-8-89673-792-6 (Hard case) 

Publisher: Notion Press.com 

Pages: 142 

Price: Rs.765-00 (Paperback) 

          Rs.900-00 (Hard case) 

 

   

Review by P. Mohanachandran Nair 
 

Book Review 
 

 
Author 
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Ramayana on stamps 
 

यावत् स्थास्यन्ति गिरयः  सररतश्च महीतले । 

तावत् रामायणकथा लोकेषु प्रचररष्यगत ॥ 

yāvat sthāsyanti girayaḥ saritaśca mahītale 

tāvad rāmāyaṇakathā lokeṣu pracariṣyati 

 

“So long as the mountains and the rivers remain on the surface of the 

earth the story of Rāmāyaṇa will continue to be propagated among 

the people” 

-- (Vālmīki-Rāmāyaṇa, Bālakāṇḍa, 1.2.36) 

 

      The Ramayana is one of the oldest and longest epics in the 
literary world, comprising close to 500 chapters and 24,000 verses 
spread across seven parts.   It is one of the most revered and 
celebrated scriptures of the Hindu religion, telling the epic saga of 
Prabhu Shriram. Believed to be the seventh reincarnation of Lord 
Vishnu, Rama was born as the son of Kaushalya and RajaDashratha 
in Ayodhya. The tale of Prabhu Shriram’s life, especially the part 

between his exile and return to Ayodhya, constitutes the crux of this legendary religious epic. Despite 
being a king, Prabhu Shriram’s life was full of hardships, pain, and suffering, which were also shared 
by his beloved wife, Sita, and brother, Lakshmana, during and even after their fourteen-year exile. 
However, Rama persistently showed extraordinary courage, patience, 
virtue, generosity, and ethical decisiveness in the face of the greatest 
predicaments and tribulations of life. 
 

      The Sage Valmiki is the author of the most popular Sanskrit epic, the 
Ramayana. He is said to be a contemporary of Rama, the hero of his 
epic. The Ramayana is called the Adikavya, the first poetry in classical 
Sanskrit, and in its present form, it is dated variously by scholars: Thus, 
it appears that the current form of the Ramayana in proper classical 
Sanskrit was due to some re-editing accomplished within the Valmiki 
School of tradition by a later sage. 
 

      For the world, the Ramayana is an epic 
composed in Sanskrit by Maharishi Valmiki. 
It tells the life story of Prabhu Shriram, the Supreme Being who was 
elevated to the status of the most worshipped Hindu god. The story of Lord 
Rama, the seventh Avatar of Lord Vishnu, is a fascinating tale from this 
ancient Indian epic. The Ramayana narrates the divine incarnation of Lord 
Rama and his heroic journey. The Valmiki Ramayana is the first classical 
epic in Sanskrit, and no other book in the world has had such a profound 
impact on the lives and thoughts of people across many nations, including 
India. The story of Lord Ram, Sita, his brother Laxman, and Hanuman has 
found resonance in different parts of the world. “The story of Rama lives in 
the mind of every Indian.” 
 

      Stamps can be miniature gateways to the world’s culture and civilisation, and every stamp tells a 
story. Postage stamps serve as tiny windows to the world, offering glimpses into diverse cultures, 
civilisations, histories, and society’s narratives. They have always been symbolic tools, with nations 
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honouring their priorities through stamps. The enduring popularity of 
stamp collecting demonstrates the effectiveness of stamps as 
instruments to engage the public. The glory of Lord Ram is being spread 
across the country and the world through postage stamps. 
 

      Along with India, more than 30 countries 
have issued postage stamps from time to time 
featuring characters and stories related to the 
Ramayana. Different countries, including 
India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Nepal, Cambodia, 
Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Brunei, 
Burundi, Bhutan, Canada, the Czech 
Republic, Fiji, Gibraltar, Guyana, Grenada, 
Ghana, Israel, Malaysia, Myanmar, New 

Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, St Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Thailand, Togo, Yemen Arab Republic, Uganda, the USA, and 
the United Nations, have released Ramayana stamps. The Pran Pratistha of 
our beloved Maryadapurushottam at Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Temple, 
Ayodhya, held on 22nd January 2024, included the stamps released by India in the book. 
 

      The book “Ramayana on Stamps” contains a total of 39 chapters, and it is not feasible to include 
all 24,000 shlokas of the Ramayana within it. However, some important shlokas have been included in 
the synopsis of each Kanda in the chapter “Ramayana at a Glance,” and additional shlokas are featured 
in other chapters as well. All details of the Ramayana are provided in the chapter titled “All about 
Ramayana.” Ayodhya Ram Janmbhoomi stamps are included in a separate chapter. One chapter is 
dedicated exclusively to “Ram Van Gaman Path on Stamps” (Rama’s Exile Path), where stamps and 
special covers related to the places Rama visited during his exile are featured.  

      Stamps related to the Ramayana issued by different countries are included in the country-wise 
chapters of “Ramayana on Stamps.” Quotations taken from the Ramayana are provided in the “Life 
Lessons of Ramayana” chapter. A separate chapter, titled “Raghupathi Raghava Raja Ram,” is also 
included at the end of the book. Under the “Nama Ramayanam” chapter, 108 shlokas have been 
included; Nama Ramayanam is the condensed version of the epic Ramayana. Detailed references are 
added to the bibliography. 

      In this modern world filled with complexities and moral dilemmas, the Ramayana highlights the 
importance of righteousness, truth, and moral integrity as anchor points. The lessons of the Ramayana 
remain relevant today, just as they were thousands of years ago, as it shows us that the pursuit of truth 
and ethical conduct is not limited to any one age but is rather a universal path towards a better and 
more enlightened world. This book is valuable to a wide range of stakeholders, including individuals, 
managers, employers, employees, students, environmentalists, and philatelists. 
 
      Foreword written by CPMG, Karnataka Circle Sri S, Rajendra Kumar and book is released by Sri 
S, Rajendra Kumar, CPMG, Karnataka Circle on the occasion of first anniversary of Prana Pratistha of 
Lord Ram Temple in Ayodhya. 
 
Details of Book:  

Book: “Ramayana on Stamps” 

Author: Shri M. Lokeswara Rao IFS (Retd.) 

Year of Publication: 2025 

Pages: 237, more than 400 colour images 

Publisher: Indie Press 

Paper Back: ISBN: 978-93-6045-826-3 

MRP: INR 1779 

 

Contact author: 9436215175, madirajul@gmail.com 

10% discount on MRP inaugural offer, the price inclusive of registered parcel 
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By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai 

 
Continued from previous issue….. 
 

III. 9th OCTOBER 2003. - JNANPITH AWARD WINNERS (MALAYALAM) - This beautiful set, with black 
and white sketches of 3 famous Malayalam language authors who have won the prestigious National 
Award for Literature, The Jnanpith Award, is the first Indian se-tenant set with 3 stamps. It honours poet 
Shri. G. Sankara Kurup, and the design of the stamp includes his writing Desk and Chair; The next 
stamp honours Shri S.K. Pottekkatt, a writer who wrote travelogues too, and therefore his stamp design 
includes a steam locomotive; and the third author is Shri Thakazhi Sivasankara Pillai, whose stories 
and novels on rural Kerala countryside and life are most famous. Therefore, the design incorporated 
with his portrait, shows a water-wheel and paddy fields of Kuttanad area of Kerala. The sketches on 
these stamps are based on those produced by Shri Namboodiri, who was famous for his line drawings. 
As a staff artist of the Weekly, Mathrubhumi, he is well l known for illustrating the serialized novels of 
some of the most famous Malayalam language authors of that period. He was a graduate of the 
Government College of Fine Arts, Madras (Chennai), and thereafter was a student of Shri K.C.S. 
Panikker, founder of Cholamandal Artists Village, Chennai, before he returned to Kerala in 1954. 
 

 
 

The se-tenant stamp set sheets, with 5 se-tenant rows per sheet, is printed by ISP, and even currently 
mint se-tenant strips of 3 are bought by collectors for Rs.1000 - 1200 each.  
 

 
 

India Post’s Experiments with Se-tenants : 2000-2010 
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IV. 15th SEPTEMBER 2003- TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE -This se-tenant stamp set is issued in sheet-
lets of 16 stamps with the same design in each sheet, and with the same pattern of se-tenant strips of 
4 strips of 4 different stamps on each sheet-let, and these sheets have been printed by ISP, with 16 
stamps per sheet-let. Sheets were issued for each of these individual stamps too, with the same 
thematic, pictorial pattern on sheet margin. Two se-tenant horizontal strips of 4 stamps from a sheet-
let - representing Vishal Badri temple of Garhwal Valley; Mallikarjunswamy temple of Nallamal Hills, 
A.P; Tripureswari Temple of Udaipur, Tripura State; and Jagannath Temple of Puri, Orissa, are shared 
here. There are no Blocks of 4 or M.S. issued, and the sequence of the 4 stamps in each se-tenant 
strip remains the same. This se-tenant set gives an idea as to how both horizontal and vertical se-
tenant strips of 4 were produced. 
 

     
             

V. 22nd DECEMBER 2003 - 50th ANNIVERSARY OF SANGEET NATAK ACADEMY -This se-tenant 
set of 3 stamps, is the first se-tenant all colour set of 3 issued by India Post. The M.S. shown here was 
issued for this se-tenant strip of 3, and shows the configuration for this set. The partial stamp sheet of 
9 stamps shared here shows how either 3 sets of a vertical se-tenant strip of 3 or 3 strips of a horizontal 
strip of 3 can be produced from such a part of the full   sheet. on closer visual analysis. Moreover, in 
this partial sheet of 9, since the stamps are placed at an angle (i.e. diagonally) by the designer, Shri 
Kamaleshwar Singh (who has also designed other stamps like the 2005 Builders Navy and Golden 
Jubilee of Children’s Film sets,) the first stamps for each se-tenant strip is different. Each sheet has a 
set of 30 stamps or 10 horizontal strips of this se-tenant set. Sheets are printed by CSP (Calcutta 
Security Printers Pvt. Ltd, Kanpur, U.P.). As can be seen, music, dance and drama, are represented 
on these stamps.  This se-tenant set, gives an idea about how the vertical and horizontal strips of 4 se-
tenant stamps could have been produced for the August 2000 stamp set on social and political leaders 
set, except that they were se-tenants of 4 and not 3 stamps.     
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VI. 18th OCTOBER 2005- 150 YEARS OF INDIAN POST- LETTER  BOXES - Although this stamp set 
is issued as a horizontal se-tenant strip of 4 stamps, in this case the M.S. does not reproduce this se-
tenant pattern, as it reflects Postmen from different periods in the last 150 years, and the type of Letter 
Boxes used during each of the periods, being depicted. There for only the stamps, printed by ISP, were 
issued as se-tenant strips of 4, with 5 horizontal strips of 4, per sheet. (making a total of 20 stamps per 
sheet-let. Moreover, no Se-tenant Blocks of 4, or individual stamp sheets were issued.). This stamp, 
along with many other individual stamps of this period were designed by Shri Shankha Samanta who 
has designed more than 450 Indian stamps so far.  
 

 
 

VII. 12th FEBRUARY 2006- 9th PRESIDENT’S FLEET REVIEW, - This Review of the Indian Fleet was 
taken by President (Dr.) A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, at Vishakapatnam, instead of Mumbai, where most of the 
earlier President’s Fleet Reviews had been conducted. Just like the first Indian stamp set issued for a 
President’s Fleet Review, this set was also issued as a se-tenant Block of 4 set. Each sheet printed by 
ISP, Nashik, contains 4 Block of 4 sets. However, there were some variations in some of these sheets 
printed, perhaps because the normal 26x53 mm format used for each se-tenant Block of 4 set, was 
perhaps not enough to show the details of each naval ship properly.  Therefore, some stamps were 
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also printed in a larger size format, where the Block of 4 had larger stamps measuring 26x 55mm. 
There were 2 types of larger stamp blocks of 4 issued. In one Block of 4 set, the 2 vertical se-tenant  
stamps  showing the Aircraft carrier INS VIraat and Sea Harrier VTOL aircraft; and the survey ship INS 
Sandhyak, alongside Coast Guard Ship Vigraha,  were printed in  the 26x 55mm format size, and for  
the other the 2nd such 2  stamps, showing the Frigates INS Talwar and INS Brahmaputra with a Seaking 
anti-submarine helicopter,  and submarines INS Sindhughosh and INS Shishumar, were enlarged to 
26x 55 mm  vertical se-tenant format in some of the other printed  sheets. Please note that in the 2 se-
tenant sets of   stamps shared here, the Block of 4 shown in the upper position, carries 4 normal 26x 
53 mm stamps, whereas, as one can see by visual comparison, in the second Block of 4, the second 
vertical se-tenant strip (I.e. Frigates and submarines), have measurement of 26x55mm, whereas the 
Aircraft Carrier and Coast Guard ship stamp measurements remain 26x53 mm. (Although 1 had about 
4 sets of Block of 4 with me, it was not possible for me to accurately measure and differentiate the 2 
different formats, specially visually , unless I could first find out which were the bigger stamps  - I don’t 
have any block of 4 with the aircraft carrier on a larger format - but fortunately for me, my wife has been 
an arts and crafts teacher for both Montessori and Primary school sections - apart from teaching other 
subjects - for almost 25 years, so she could accurately identify and mark each block of 4 for me, as 
you can see when comparing the 2 se-tenant Blocks of 4 shared). Currently, although the normal block 
of 4, in mint condition (with a face value of totally Rs.20.00) is purchased by many for in between 
Rs.150.00 to 200.00, the block of 4 with a vertical column of 2 se-tenant stamps of bigger size forming 
part of the Block of 4, are being purchased for anything in between Rs.300.00 and 400.00. Therefore, 
this extra 2 mm difference seems to have made these stamps a rarer collector’s item. This set is also 
designed by Shri Sankha Samanta.    
 
 

      
 

 

      
 

 

 



 

 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.108/February 2025 

 

 

23 

   
 

VIII. 5th OCTOBER 2006- ENDANGERED BIRDS- This set of stamps, designed by Shri Suresh Kumar 
(who has also designed Indian stamp sets like the Endemic Butterflies of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
and Fragrance of Roses, both of which sets are discussed further down here under.) has innovated 
with lovely black and white sketches of the endangered birds on the sheet-let margin, as well as with 
colourful depictions of them on the stamps. The material used to design these stamps were provided 
by The Bombay Natural History Society, Mumbai.  Printed by I.S.P, this set consists of a se-tenant 
block of 4 stamp M.S. with decorated borders and 16 stamp sheet lets with 4 vertical se-tenant strips 
of 4, as can be seen in the sheet-let shared here. Sheet- lets with 16 individual stamps for each of these 
endangered birds, were also produced, with the same black and white margin illustration for each sheet-
let.  The FDC, for a change, used a 4-stamp vertical se-tenant, instead of individual stamp, as one can 
see. Most of the earlier FDCs used only individual stamps instead of se-tenant strips or Blocks of 4, 
depending on how the configuration of each set was made.  
 
India Post did not encourage the usage of the Post cards issued by them, as maxi cards. Therefore, 
as seen here, these 4 postcards bought directly from e-post, show the sketches of these 4 birds - The 
Manipur Bush Quail; The Lesser Florican; Greater Adjutant Stork and Nilgiri Laughing Thrush, with the 
related stamps and cancellations on the reverse. Kolkata Philatelic Bureau were perhaps the only 
exception, as can be seen from the Maxi cards one finds for Postcards, in the Postcards section of 
Phila India’s   Annual Guide Books.   
 
 

   
 

IX. 6th NOVEMBER 2006- HIMALAYAN LAKES- Two sets of the 5-stamp se-tenant set on Himalayan 
Lakes are shared here. The format is quite different from the the se-tenant strip of 5 issued in January 
2000, as one can see, as the format is like a block of 4, but with a vertical stamp fitted in between. 
Hence this was a new innovation for Indian se-tenant stamps. 
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Apart from this se-tenant set of 5 stamps, the 5 beautiful postcards, showing pictures of each 
Himalayan lake, with the respective stamps and cancellation on the reverse, are shown here. In this 
case too, the postcard set was directly purchased from e-post, along with the special enclosure for the 
Postcards set, and here too, like the Endangered Birds set, one can see the concept of Maxi card was 
not encouraged. No M.S. was produced for this set.  This set was printed by ISP, with 4 sets se-tenant 
Blocks of 5 stamps in each sheet- let, and each sheet-let is with a colourful thematic border. As can be 
seen from some of the se-tenant stamp sets discussed here above, a number of sheet- lets had started 
to be produced with thematic borders.   The designer for this set is Ms. B. Mirchandani, who has 
designed such stamps as the set of 6 non-se-tenant stamps for the 2550th Anniversary of the 
Mahaparinirvana of Lord Buddha.    
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X. 14th NOVEMBER 2006- NATIONAL CHILDRENS DAY - This particular Childrens Day stamp set, 
was the first to be issued as a Se-tenant and also as a Miniature Sheet with the se-tenant stamp 
included within the M.S.  Although 2 other M.S.es for Children Day was issued there after till 2011, 
none of them were issued as Se-tenant stamps.  
 
Another specialty about this set is that the Prize-Winning art of the top 7 children from among 3 age 
groups were honoured for the first time since the inception of this Children Day art competitions for 
Children's Day stamps, with 3 of the Prize-winning paintings featured on Post cards issued by India 
Post as part of this set. This pattern was copied for 2007 Children’s Day too, but without a Se-tenant 
stamp being issued (but M.S. was issued, and 3 Picture Postcards).  
 
For 2006, the Themes given to Children for this Competition, from which paintings were selected for 
the Stamp, FDC etc, was either “My favourite mythological hero” or “My favourite fairy tale”. The 2 
students who won first Prize in Group I and in Group II had their paintings featured on the 2 stamps 
issued as pair of stamps forming a horizontal se-tenant, whereas the M.S design, within which these 2 
stamps are also incorporated, is by the winner of Group III. The First Day cover design was painted by 
the 2nd Prize winner of Group III, and the Postcard paintings were by the 2nd Prize Winner of Group II, 
which shows Arjuna shooting the arrow to win the hands of Sita; the painting showing the fable of the 
race in between the Hare & Tortoise is by the Group I 2nd Prize winner; and the last Post card’s picture 
has been painted by the winner of the 3rd Prize in Group III. The 2 stamps, issued as a Se-tenant pair, 
were used on the M.S.  the F.D.C and the reverse of each of the 3 Picture Postcards. These stamps 
were printed by Security Printing Press, Hyderabad (SPPH), which is directly under the control of The 
Government of India (I.e through SPMCIL which was from in 2006)). The second Security Printing 
Press that became part of SPMICL was the to the older, and well known and well-established Indian 
Security Press, Nashik (ISP). This se-tenant set is printed in sheets of 21 horizontal se-tenant pairs 
per sheet.    
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XI. 17th FEBRUARY 2007- FRAGNANCE OF ROSES - Although the first perfumed Indian postage 
stamp was issued on 13th December 2006(sandalwood perfumed stamp), this particular perfumed 
stamp set, which is the second Perfumed postage stamp set issued, has been chosen for this article, 
as it was the first Perfumed postage stamp issued as a se-tenant set of 4 stamps. These 4 roses were 
developed and cultivated within India, and the set has 2 Rs.5.00 and 2 Rs.15 stamps in it. These 4 
Roses are named Bhim (Rs.5), Delhi Princess (Rs.15), Jawahar (Rs.15), and Neelam (Rs.5). The 
Stamps were printed by ISP, and designed by Shri Suresh Kumar (who has also designed other stamp 
sets mentioned in this article like Endangered Birds of India and Endemic Butterflies of Andaman & 
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Nicobar Islands), with various sheet combinations, as follows, in addition to a M.S. - i. Sheets of 4 
individual stamps, with 35 stamps per sheet; ii. Sheets with 4 sets of Blocks of 4 se-tenant stamps per 
sheet; which is 20 stamps per sheet. iii. Sheet lets of 4 horizontal se-tenant strips, with each sheet 
having thematic border showing roses, with total of 20 stamps per sheet. Iv. Sheet with 5 horizontal 
strips per sheet with 35 stamps totally, without any theme on the sheet borders, and v. Sheet with 4 
horizontal se-tenant stamps, without any theme on the sheet border. Most of these variations, and the 
block of 4 se-tenant stamps forming an M.S. and strip of 4 se-tenant stamps used on the   FDC are 
shared here.   
 

  
 

      
 

XII. 9th AUGUST 2007- 150th ANNIVERSARY OF THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE -  
Although there were other Mutinies and revolutions against the British rule in India, including the Vellore 
Mutiny of 1806, this is generally considered the First Mutiny and War of Independence as the war 
included many Indian soldiers from regular Army Regiment and Indian leaders from many parts of 
India, who had joined this War. It also led to the British Monarch taking over the control of India from 
the East India Company.  
 
The stamps were issued as a se-tenant strip of Rs.5 and a Rs.15, with some sheet-let issued with 
decorative borders showing some of the leaders and weapons of that period, where as other such 
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sheet-lets had with the Rs.5 or Rs.15 stamp. The detailed, action filled M.S. however does not arrange 
this set of stamps as a se-tenant, but as individual stamps instead. Two picture postcards were also 
issued, which are shared here. The reverse of the Post cards state that these 2 postcard designs are 
provided by Government of Madhya Pradesh. The first Postcard, showing armed men on horses, is 
from an ancient Cave Painting, and the second Postcard, shows a Painting by Tribals. The sheet-lets 
were printed by ISP, and the se-tenant sheet-let was issued with 8 vertical se-tenant pairs, as shown 
in the part sheet-let of 4 such pairs. Other individual stamp sheet -lets had 16 stamps each. The stamp 
set is designed by Shri Shankha Samanta, who is also mentioned as designer of some of the other 
stamps shared in this article.  
 
 

     
 

 

           
 

   

XIII. 17th AUGUST 2007-LANDMARK BRIDGES OF INDIA - This se-tenant set of stamps was printed 
by ISP, with 4 individual stamp sheets of 35 stamps each, Sheet-let of 4 nos. of Block of 4 se-tenant 
stamps per sheet-let, and other sheet -lets with 4 vertical strips of 4. per strip. Partial sheet/ sheet-lets 
of each of these are shared here, including 2 nos se-tenant Blocks of 4 from 1 sheet-let. This set was 
designed by Shri Brahm Prakash. (who has also designed other stamps like that on Thiru T. 
Umamaheshwari, Thiru K.V. Swaminatha Iyer and Fr, Don Bosco within 2006 itself, in addition to other 
stamps in other years)  
 
The Pambam bridge, connecting to Rameswaram in T.N., The Mahatma Gandhi Setu (meaning bridge 
in Hindi), in Patna, and the 2 bridges over the Hooghly river in Kolkata, - the older Howrah Bridge, and 
the newer Vidyasagar Setu - are shown in this set. 
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XIV. 2nd OCTOBER 2007 - CENTENARY OF BEGINNINGS OF GANDHIJI’S  SATYAGRAHA (IN 
SOUTH AFRICA):  
The act of Satyagraha which Gandhiji used so effectively in India to lead non- violent protests against 
unjust Acts and Legislation by the British in India, or for the Civil Rights of Indian citizens, was first tried 
out by Gandhiji in September 1906 in protest against the Transvaal Asiatic Ordinance of the South 
African Government, which put many restrictions on the rights and inter-zonal movement of the Indian 
citizens there. This was followed by many other such protests organized by Gandhiji. This stamp set 
honours this turning point in Gandhiji’s life. Although the M.S. is a non-se-tenant one, the stamps were 
issued as horizontal strips of 4 se-tenant stamps, and each sheet, printed by ISP, had 7 Horizontal 
strips. The stamp set is designed by Shri Shankha Samanta, who has designed more than 450 Indian 
stamps to date, including nearly all the Gandhiji stamps issued in about the last 20 years. Three set of 
the 4 stamps Horizontal se-tenant strip from a Sheet-let of 7 se-tenant strips, is shared here.      
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XV. 2nd JANUARY 2008- BUTTERFLIES OF ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS - This set of se-tenant 
stamps show Butterflies which are endemic to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and as shared in the 
partial sheet -let of   4 se-tenant Blocks of 4, and the M.S.  set, this set is basically   issued as se-tenant 
Blocks of 4 stamps. Each full sheet-let has 6 Blocks of 4, with depiction of the outline of each butterfly 
on the illustrated sheet margins. As seen, individual stamp sheets are also printed, which have 24 
individual stamps per sheet. India Post had also printed Picture postcard for this set, out of which the 
Postcard for the female Andaman Club Butterfly is shown here. The other 3 butterflies are Male and  
female Andaman Mormon, and the Male Andaman Club Tail. This set is designed by Shri Suresh 
Kumar, and printed at ISP.  The technical name for the Andaman Mormon is Papilio Mayo, as it was 
discovered one year after the assassination of Lord Mayo, the then Viceroy of India, in the Andaman 
Islands. These endemic butterflies are protected by Indian Law, just like the corals found in the 
Andaman seas.    
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XVI. 2nd AUGUST 2008- ADWAITYA: ALDABRA GIANT TORTOISE OF ALIPORE ZOO, KOLKATA-   
Tortoises from the Aldabra Atolls in the nation of Seychelles, are famous for being perhaps the animals 
with the longest life. We are fortunate to have one such Tortoise in the Zoo in Kolkata, which is 
honoured on these Se-tenant Sheet-lets. It was estimated to have been 255 years old when it died at 
the Kolkata Zoo in 2006.   
 
This se-tenant set of stamps are the first Hexagonal design stamp issued by India Post. It was issued 
as a two-stamp se-tenant set, with value of Rs. 5 and Rs.15, but the sheets were issued with several 
and interesting combinations. Four small se-tenant stamp sections have been selected to show the 
basic combinations and patterns, along with the 4 complete sheet-lets, each with a different se-tenant 
combination on the Sheet-lets that were officially issued, and printed by ISP. The 4 different 
combination on each of the 4 complete Sheet-lets of 13 stamps, are as follows. - 
 
1.  All 13 stamps are single Rs.5 value stamps. 2. All 13 stamps are of Rs.15.00 value each. 3. Each 

stamp of 2 is a se-tenant set, but with the Rs.5 stamp occupying the four corners in the se-tenant 
arrangement, and the Rs.15 stamp most of the portions in the inner areas. 4. In this combination, 
the se-tenant arrangement is reversed, with the Rs.15 stamp occupying the outer corners. With 
such arrangements, a pair of non-se-tenant 2 nos. Rs.5, or two non-se-tenant Rs.15 stamps can 
be produced, or many pairs of vertical or horizontal se-tenant combinations of se-tenant stamps 
could be produced from the 3rd and 4th combination of Sheet-lets.    
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XVII. 12th AUGUST 2008- 30th ANN. OF THE INDIAN COAST GUARD - This vital defence wing of 
India, was formed on February 1, 1977, and there after given legal authority under the Coast Guard 
Act 1978. It operates under the Ministry of Defence.  As one would have read in newspapers, many 
daring acts of rescue have been carried out by the Coast Guards within Indian Territorial sea borders. 
  
Four of the various sea and air units which were added to the India Coast Guards over the decades 
are featured on these 4 stamps.   These stamps were issued in 5 sheet-lets of 16 stamps, and a M.S. 
and full sheets with 40 stamps each with normal borders, for each of the 4 individual stamps. They are 
printed by SPPH (Security Printing Press, Hyderabad), with the designs made by Shri. Brahm Prakash.  
Each Sheet-let has 16 individual stamps, with each sheet-let appearing with illustrated margins. 4 se-
tenant blocks of 4 are found on the 5th Sheet-let issued, out of which 2 se-tenant Blocks of 4 are shared 
here, with illustrated margins, whereas the other 4 non- se-tenant blocks of 4 are from the full sheets 
of 40 individual stamps, without illustrations on the border, and therefore show the colour signals. The 
se-tenant Block of 4 is the same as the one shown on the M.S. This is mentioned, because in cases 
of some other se-tenant block of 4 stamps issued with M.S. the arrangements of the stamps on M.S. 
are seen to be non-se-tenant, as would have noticed for some of the other sets discussed here above.  
 

     
 

XVIII. 29th APRIL 2009- SPICES OF INDIA - Spices have historically been a major traded item from 
India from ancient times, and was a reason why European countries sought a sea route to India, after 
the closure of the traditional spice trading routes when the Islamic kingdoms were formed in West Asia 
and northern Africa during the Middle Ages. This set of 5 se-tenant, diamond shaped stamps were 
issued as vertical strips of 5 stamps, consisting of 4 Rs.5.00 stamps and a Rs.20 stamps forming a 
single se-tenant strip. The M.S. also maintained the se-tenant pattern, but can be said to show 2 se-
tenant sets of 3 stamps, when viewed diagonally. Most importantly, the M.S. maintains the diamond 
shaped configuration of these stamps. Designed by Shri Suresh Kumar, each sheet printed by ISP, 
carried 6 sets of 5 se-tenant vertical stamp strips, with each strip depicting Black Pepper, Cinnamon, 
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and there after Turmeric, Coriander and Chilli on the single Rs.20/- stamp, followed by one stamp each 
for Cardamon and Clove. Two vertical se-tenant strips from a sheet, and a M.S. are shown here. 
 

    
 

XIX. 27tH JULY 2009- POET JAYADEVA AND GEETA GOVINDA (or Geet Govindam) - This epic poem 
was written in Sanskrit by Bhakti movement poet Jayadeva, around the 12th Century. He lived in Odisha 
during this period. This set of stamps are based on the Legends of Dus Avatar found in the first chapter 
of this epic poem. This se-tenant set of stamps, was the first to be issued with 11 se-tenant stamps per 
set in the history of India Post, and it is also a first for a se-tenant set on a subject connected to Indian 
Literature, and therefore can be said to have set an example to bring out large se-tenant sets on Indian 
literature and Mythology, like The Ramayana and The Mahabharata in the future in between 2011 and 
2020. The M.S. produced for this set, uses a different se-tenant format, with a Thematic border, and 
also serves as a pilot for such se-tenant sets. Bigger formats of this pattern of M.S. were used for the 
2 se-tenant stamp sets that were produced for The Ramayana and the Mahabharat. Stamp sets, which 
were issued only as se-tenant sets within M.S. The Ramayana also had an additional MS with special 
decorations and borders, and the Mahabharat stamp set was not complete without two smaller single 
stamp MS which were produced as part of the set.    
 
The Jayadeva and Geeta Govinda setenant stamp set was printed using Photogravure process by ISP, 
Nashik, as Horizontal se-tenant strips of eleven, thus making it the longest se-tenant set of that period 
up to 2010, and a very challenging undertaking. Each sheet consisted of 6 se-tenant sets of 11 stamps 
each, with each stamp of size 200 mm x 160 mm, due to the large amount of details each stamp carries. 
Shared her are 2 se-tenant sets of stamps from a sheet, and the M.S.  
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XX. LAST SETENANT OF 2010 - 24TH DECEMBER 2010- NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATION 
AND DR. TRIGUNA SEN -   
This se-tenant pair of stamp set celebrates The National Council of Education, and shows its Council 
Building within the bigger half, and the other part shows the personality who was a Union Minister for 
Education, and who gave the impetus to set up the prestigious Jadavapur University, Kolkata- Dr. 
Triguna Sen. The National Council of Education was set up on 15th August 1906 by Shri Satish Chandra 
Mukherjee and other Indian Nationalists of Bengal. It was set up to impart both literary as well as 
scientific and technical education exclusively under National control, as against the exclusive British 
educational system being followed then, so that the best of both oriental and western education could 
be imparted. National College, Kolkata was set up by this organization during that period. 
 
Dr. Triguna Sen (1905- 1998) had graduated in Mechanical Engineering from Bengal Technical 
Institute, an institute set up by N.C.E. After graduation in 1925, he completed his Doctorate from 
Germany in 1933. His dedication to Education was clear from the earliest years. After Independence, 
due to his sustained efforts, Jadavpur University, Kolkatta, was set up in 1955. He later became the 
Rector and then the first Vice-Chancellor of this University (1956-1966), of which N.C.E. Bengal is the 
parent body, and also the 11th Vice Chancellor of Banares Hindu University (1966-67). He had 
formulated the National Education Policy of 1968, when he was Union Education Minister. In 1965 he 
was awarded The Padma Bhushan.  
  
This set of stamps shows 4 horizontal pairs of se-tenant stamps. Each sheet of stamps, printed by ISP, 
has 21 pairs of se-tenants.  
 

CONCLUSION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.  

 

The Se-tenant stamps shared here were purchased by me from Philatelic counters as and when they were issued, 
and therefore are not tailor made for this article. As a result, some of the variations in se-tenant stamp sets mentioned 
in the text are not available for illustration for some of the stamp sets selected for this article. Fortunately, some of the 
combinations mentioned are available within some of the other sets in this article, and therefore those types of 
combinations are mentioned in the text in the concerned other sections also, and cross references have been made 
so the particular se-tenant pattern under discussion, can be located and seen. As many different combinations of se-
tenant stamps, FDCs, MINIATURE SHEETS, and Picture Postcards, have formed part of the stamp sets of the 21 
sections of Se-tenant stamps in this article, they have been discussed also where applicable. 
  
Normally part of a Sheet/ Sheet-let showing 2 or more Se-tenant strips or se-tenant blocks of 4, have been used to 
illustrate each section of this article, as in some cases multiple combinations exist, and a single strip or block does 
not provide accurate information.  
 
It would appear that the experiments with Se-tenants in between 2000-2010 have been successful, because larger 
sets, for example in just the year 2017, Se-tenant Sheet-lets formed sets on the subject like “Means of Transport 
Through the Ages”, The Setenant sheet-lets on “Step-wells of India”, and “Hand Fans of India”, were all brought out 
in the same year. In all cases there were some sheet-lets with a single setenant strip, in 4 or 5 horizontal strips in 
each sheet-let whereas in the same set combined se-tenant sets were issued showing all the different 4 or 5 rows of 
different setenant stamps of that full, long set. In some cases, Postcards, or additional M.Ss. in the same subject were 
issued to complete these longer than normal se-tenant stamp sets. Apart from these, many other such interesting 
subjects reflecting the traditions, literature/ mythology, and cultures of our nation, were successfully and attractively 
depicted in such sets. One should appreciate the way India Post were able to handle and issue such large, and 
informative, Se-tenant sets.     
 

I would like to acknowledge the contribution of the following sources for information used in this article.  
 

1. India Post Information Brochure. 
2. Phila India Guide Books from various years.  
3. Philicent India complete Guide Book to Indian Philately  
4. Various Googled and Wikipedia articles relevant to the information shared in this article.  

 
All philatelic material and stamps shared here are from my personal collection.  
 

I thank all the above sources for providing information that has made this article as interesting as possible.   



 

 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.108/February 2025 

 

 

35 

 
 
 

 
 

Yogini Aatreya  &  Ajit Vartak 
 

Abstract: 

      The discovery and decipherment of the Rosetta stone inscription was a turning point in the study 
of the historiography of Egyptian civilisation and in the field of epigraphy across the globe. Many 
countries have issued philately products such as first-day covers with special cancellations, postal 
stamps, and souvenir sheets with detailed designs to commemorate this event and the process of 
decipherment time and again. The authors of this paper aim to shed light on the unique relation shared 
by the fields of epigraphy and philately. It aims to highlight the use of philatelic products to endorse the 
declining field of Epigraphy and make it relatable to the masses.  
 

Keywords: 

      Rosetta Stone Inscription, Epigraphy, Philately, Egypt, France. 

 

 

Introduction 

      The decipherment of the Rosetta stone inscription was a 
turning point in the study of the historiography of Egyptian 
civilisation and the field of epigraphy across the globe (Possehl et. 
al. 2002, p. 602). The inscription stone was reported from the 
present port city of Al-Rashid in Egypt which was called ‘Rosetta’ 
by the French troupe of Napolean Bonaparté in 1799 (Pope 1999). 
The stone has been identified as fine-grained granodiorite which 
was locally available at the quarry site of Aswan (Middleton and 
Klemm 2003).  
 

      This inscription has been engraved in three scripts (Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, demotic, and Greek) and two languages (Egyptian 
and Greek). Bilingual and tri-scripted inscriptions were a regular 
phenomenon in ancient Egypt (Mairs 2020, pp. 20-34). The 
Rosetta stone is a crucial antiquity because its inscriptions were 
the key that unlocked the Egyptian hieroglyphics and demotic 
scripts to the world (Pope 1999).  
 

      Numerous scholars contributed to the process of deciphering 
the above-mentioned scripts. The works of Jean-Pierre Rigord 
helped identify the non-hieroglyphic Egyptian script in the early 

eighteenth century suggesting an evolutionary pattern of the Egyptian hieroglyphics. Thomas Young, 
a stalwart in the fields of medicine and linguistics, pointed out that the Demotic script is a phonetic 
script rather than an alphabetical script (Hamilton 2006). 
 
      It was Jean-François Champollion who deciphered the Egyptian hieroglyphics script in 1822. He 
had studied a wide variety of ancient scripts and always dreamt of deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphs. 
He went through numerous inscriptions and papyrus documents of which the Philae Obelisk and Abu 
Simbel inscriptions are a noteworthy mention. William Jones Banke’s reading of certain names also 
assisted the decipherment. On this background of advancements, Champollion finally collated the 
names present on the above-mentioned inscriptions and the Rosetta stone. He constructed a chart 
based on the phonetic values of the character of Egyptian hieroglyphs on 14th September 1822 and 

Epi-philatelic Commemorations:  

A case study of the Rosetta Stone Inscription 

 

 

Fig. 1 The Rosetta Stone Inscription 
(Middleton and Klemm 2003) 
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presented it to the audience during the lecture ‘Académie royale des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres’ on 
27th September 1822 (Hartwig n.d.). 
 
      Because of this chain of events, today, it is possible to understand the Egyptian civilisation in a 
more detailed way. The methodology used by Champollion set an example for the upcoming 
decipherers (Hartwig n.d.). The stone was discovered in Egypt, deciphered by a French scholar, and 
at present, is kept at the British Museum (The British Museum n.d.). 
 
Philatelic Products Issued by Egypt 
 
      Egypt, the country where the stone was found, has issued stamps (Colnect: Rosetta Stone n.d.), 
first-day covers with special cancellations, and souvenir sheets (Colnect: Champollion n.d.). The first 
stamp (Fig. 2a) was issued in the year 1972. It commemorates the 150th anniversary of the 
decipherment of hieroglyphs. It has a backdrop of Egyptian hieroglyphic plaques (Colnect: Rosetta 
Stone n.d.). These plaques are mentioned in the groundbreaking work of Champollion, ‘Lettre à M. 
Dacier’ (Hartwig n.d.). The first-day cover (Fig. 2b) released with this stamp depicts a black-and-white 
impression of the Rosetta stone. Special emphasis (Fig. 2c) is given to the words ‘Ptolemy’ (Lundström 
2011-2023) and ‘Cleopatra’ (Hartwig n.d.). The special slogan cancellation (Fig. 2d) with the word 
‘Ptolemy’ in the letters of Egyptian hieroglyphs can be seen (Anon. 2019). 
 

 
Fig 2. Philatelic products released by Egypt. 

(a) Postal stamp (1972) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Rosetta Stone n.d.), (b) First-day cover (1972) (photo courtesy: Anon., 2019), (c) 

‘Ptolemy’ and “Cleopatra’ highlighted separately on the first-day cover (1972), (d) Special slogan cancellation (1972), (e) Postal stamp 

(1999) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Rosetta Stone n.d.), (f) First-day cover (1999) (photo courtesy: Anon. 2014), (g) Special pictorial 

cancellation (1999) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Champollion n.d.), (h) Postal stamp (2004) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Rosetta Stone n.d.), 

(i) Definitive stamp (2022) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Rosetta Stone n.d.), (j) Postal stamp (2022) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Rosetta Stone 

n.d.), (k) First-day cover (2022) (photo courtesy: Anon., n.d.), (l) Souvenir sheet (2022) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Champollion n.d.). 



 

 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.108/February 2025 

 

 

37 

      The stamp (Fig. 2e) issued in the year 1999 also has the same pattern with the letters of Egyptian 
hieroglyphs present in the background and the decipherer with the stone inscription present in the 
foreground (Colnect: Rosetta Stone n.d.). It commemorates the bicentenary year of the discovery of 
the stone stele. The first-day cover (Fig. 2f) of this stamp has a bust of Champollion and a line drawing 
of the inscription. Special pictorial cancellation (Fig. 2g) with the bust of the decipherer can be seen, 
making it a priceless piece for collectors (Anon. 2014). In the year 2004, Egypt issued a stamp (Fig. 
2h) depicting the script written on papyrus at the base followed by the image of the stone stele in the 
foreground (Colnect: Rosetta Stone n.d.). 
 
      The year 2022 marks the bicentenary year of the decipherment of the script. To remember this 
remarkable day, two stamps were released by Egypt, viz., definitive (Fig. 2i) and commemorative (Fig. 
2j) (Glossary of Philatelic Terms 2023). This is the only definitive stamp. It depicts the photo of the 
stone along with its shadow on the blue backdrop (Colnect: Rosetta Stone n.d.). Its first-day cover (Fig. 
2k) depicts three objects, the Rosetta stone, the Menkaure triad (Seyfzadeh and Schoch 2018), and 
the Narmer palette (Friedman 2003), all having close relation to Egyptian hieroglyphs (Colnect: 
Champollion n.d.). The commemorative stamp depicts the stone stele in the center and some parts of 
the Egyptian hieroglyphs on the sides Anon., n.d.). A souvenir sheet (Fig. 2l) depicting the journey of 
Egyptian hieroglyphs followed by its decipherment was released in the same year (Colnect: 
Champollion n.d.).  
 
Philatelic Products Issued by France 
 

 
 

Fig. 3 Philately products released by France. 

(a) Postal stamp (1972) (photo courtesy: Jean-François Champollion n.d.), (b) The sentence in three different scripts and three different 

languages on the postal stamp (1972), (c) Paris first-day cover: A (1972) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Champollion n.d.), (d) Paris first-day 

cover: B (1972) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Champollion n.d.), (e) Paris first-day cover: C (1972) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Champollion 

n.d.), (f) Figeac first-day cover (1972) (photo courtesy: (Jean Francois Champollion royalty-free images 2023), (g) Special slogan 

cancellation (1972), (h) Postal stamp (1999) (photo courtesy: Place des ecritures 2020), (i) Postal stamp (2010) (photo courtesy: Colnect: 

Champollion n.d.), (j) Souvenir sheet: A (2021) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Champollion Museum, Vif n.d.), (k) Souvenir sheet: B (2021) 

(photo courtesy: Colnect: Champollion Museum, Vif n.d.), (l) Postal stamp (2021) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Champollion Museum, Vif 

n.d.), (m) Postal stamp (2021) (photo courtesy: Colnect: Champollion Museum, Vif n.d.). 
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      France, the country from where the decipherer of this script prevailed, also issued some beautiful 
stamps, first-day covers with special cancellations and souvenir sheets. The stamp (Fig. 3a) issued in 
the year 1972 was to commemorate the 150th year of the decipherment of the script is an important 
stamp. It depicts how Champollion decoded Egyptian hieroglyphs. In the background and on one side, 
the letters of the deciphered script and Greek script can be seen. In the centre, the portrait of the 
decipherer is shown along with a sentence written in three different scripts and three different 
languages, namely, Egyptian language in Egyptian hieroglyphic script, Greek language in Greek script, 
and French language in Roman script (Fig. 3b) (Jean-François Champollion n.d.).  
 
      It can be seen that this stamp was released with first-day covers issued from Paris (the capital of 
France) and Figeac (the birthplace of Champollion). Of the covers released from Paris, one of them 
(Fig. 3c) depicts the portrait of Champollion along with the list of Egyptian hieroglyphic letters in a 
vertical arrangement. The second (Fig. 3d) depicts the clearance work being conducted around the 
Giza pyramids along with the statue of Sphinx and the personnel involved. The third (Fig. 3e) depicts 
the portrait of Champollion along with the temple of Abu Simbel, the Giza pyramids, and the Philae 
Obelisk Colnect: Champollion n.d.). The first-day cover from Figeac (Fig. 3f) depicts the portraits of 
Champollion and Cleopatra along with the Egyptian hieroglyphic for the word Champollion as its special 
cancellation slogan (Fig. 3g) (Jean Francois Champollion royalty-free images 2023). 

      A stamp issued (Fig. 3h) in the year 1999 depicts the replica of the stone stele made at the 
birthplace of Champollion (Place des ecritures 2020). In the year 2010, it issued a stamp (Fig. 3i) 
depicting a zoomed-in version of the stone stele where only a few letters of Egyptian hieroglyphs can 
be seen. This stamp was released under the collector series of the most beautiful detours in France 
(Colnect: Champollion n.d.).  

      Jean-François Champollion belonged to the city of Figeac. In his memory, a museum was built in 
the year 1986. This museum has many sections to depict the entire life history of the father of 
Egyptology. In 2021, another museum came up at Vif, Isère (Isère Tourism: Champollion Museum 
n.d.). To celebrate the opening of this museum, a souvenir sheet and two postal stamps were released. 
The souvenir sheet (Fig. 3j and 3k) displays the building of the new museum along with a small writeup 
in French on Champollion. One of the stamps (Fig. 3l) depicts his portrait made by Madame de Runil 
while the other (Fig. 3m) depicts his reading of the word Ramses II at Abu Simbel (Colnect: Champollion 
Museum, Vif n.d.). 
 
Philatelic Products Issued by Other Countries 
 
      Apart from these two countries, countries of Venda (now Limpopo province in South Africa), 
Gambia, Japan, Monaco, and Central Africa have issued stamps on Rosetta stone inscription. The 
stamp issued (Fig. 4a) by Venda in the year 1983 was a part of their series titled ‘History of writing 
systems’ (Anon n.d.) In 1990, Gambia, in association with the British Museum published a stamp (Fig. 
4b) showing Donald Duck trying to decipher the stele. This stamp was based on the theme of Disney 
cartoons and philately exhibitions (Colnect: Rosetta Stone n.d.). 
 
      The country of Monaco released a stamp (Fig. 4c) in the year 1990 to celebrate the bicentenary 
birth anniversary of Champollion 
 
      The stamp depicts his photo in the centre surrounded by the letters of the script understood and 
deciphered by him. It also displays the Giza pyramids with special emphasis on the statute of Sphinx 
(Colnect: Champollion n.d.). Japan also issued a stamp (Fig. 4d) depicting this stone stele of Rosetta 
with the letter ‘¥ (Yen)’ in the very same year. This stamp was based on the theme of international 
literacy (Colnect: Rosetta Stone n.d.).  
 
      In 2002, the Central African Republic issued stamps based on the theme of famous men who 
contributed to the field of Archaeology. The issued stamp (Fig. 4e) depicts the picture of Champollion 
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and the Rosetta stone inscription (Colnect: Champollion n.d.). The souvenir sheet (Fig. 4f) of the stamp 
depicts the stamp along with characters of Egyptian hieroglyphs on stone and papyrus (Karasyuk 2003-
2023). The country of Guinea issued a souvenir sheet (Fig. 4g) in the year 2007 with three stamps. 
The first stamp depicts portraits of the personages who played a crucial role in the decipherment of 
Egyptian hieroglyphs i.e., Cleopatra, Napolean Bonaparte, and Champollion. The background image 
of all these three stamps is the pyramids (Guinea: Conakry 2007 Pyramids of Egypt n.d.). The country 
of Mali in West Africa, in the year 2011, released a stamp depicting the portrait of Thomas Young (Fig. 
4h) (Томас Юнг 2007- 2003). 
 

             
Summary and Conclusion 
 
      The entire process, from the discovery of the Rosetta stone to contributions made by scholars in 
the decipherment process, and the final decipherment of the Egyptian hieroglyphics has been given a 
visual form through these philatelic products. These products were not only released by Egypt and 
France (the countries that were directly associated with the findspot and decipherment process) but 
also by countries like Venda, Gambia, Japan, Monaco, and Central Africa. This gave global coverage 
to the discovery and decipherment of the Rosetta stone and reached the common public across the 
globe.  
 
      Many Indian inscriptions are craving national and international attention. They can be endorsed 
through properly designed philately products. The field of Philately makes the field of Epigraphy more 
relatable and accessible due to its photographic value. It can help create a general interest in the field 
of Epigraphy and the events associated with it (Aatreya and Vartak 2023, pp. 72-77). Being an 
important hobby of numerous citizens, one can explore numerous things through it and Indian 
epigraphs can be one of them. 
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MAHAPEX 2025 
 
      The Maharashtra state level philatelic exhibition, Mahapex 2025, was conducted from January 22 
to 25, 2025, at the World Trade Centre, Mumbai. Our following members participated and won awards. 
 

 

Name 
 

Title of Exhibit Class Marks Medals 

Virendra Sharma 
Indian Conventional States Queen 
Victoria Postal Stationery 

 
Invitee 

 
  

Piyush Khaitan 

 

1. Indian Crash Mails (1919-1990) 
Invitee 

  

2. One Day in Bombay 1928 
 

Dr. M R. Ramesh Kumar 

 

1. Cochin State Postal History 
 

Postal History 
 

71 
 

Vermeil 

2. Indian Antarctic Research Station One Frame 68 Large Silver 

3. Ramayana - A Philatelic Tribute 
 

Literature  Certificate 

Dhirendra Misra 

 

A Philatelic Journey with First Flights and 
their celebrations 
 

Aero Philately 61 Silver 

 

TANAPEX 2025 
 

      The Tamilnadu state level philatelic exhibition, TANAPEX 2025 held from 29th January to 1st 
February 2025 at Amma Arangam Community Hall, Shenoy Nagar, Chennai-600 030. Our following 
members participated in it and won awards. 
 

Name Title of Exhibit Class Marks Medals 

A Ganeshan India Joint Issues with other countries Traditional 47 CP 

C Madhavan 

Indian Postal Bar Code Labels Postal History 65 Large Silver 

A Lovely Cachet Linked with Stamp FDC & Spl Covers   

Digital Postage Meter is an Incredible PS One Frame 79  

S Balasundaram 

G I Tagged Handlooms & Handicrafts Thematic 51 Bronze 
Troponomy - Study of Place Name in Philately Literature 46 CP 
G I Tagged Handloom Products of Tamilnadu Literature 45 CP 

C. Senthilkumar 

Games Wide Open Thematic 75 Large Vermeil 

Sastikvibes.blogspot.com Literature 55 Silver Bronze 
Olympic Emblems and Mascots on Stamps Literature 44 CP 

K J Harikrishnan Mahatma Gandhi - Life & Legacy Thematic 68 Large Silver 

Dr. K. Sathianarayanan Nature’s Pallette Thematic 43 CP 

M. Swamiappan 
Winged Jewels - Butterflies Thematic 65 Large Silver 

Biodiversity of Butterflies One Frame 49  

S Vijayakumar 
The History of Sailing Ships Thematic 56 Silver Bronze 

Enchanting Tamilnadu FDC & Spl Covers 41 CP 

Dr. T. Jaisakthivel From Crystal Sets to Satellite Dishes Thematic 56 Silver Bronze 

Roland Nelson J 

Longed East - Landed West Thematic 55 Silver Bronze 

Performed Covers FDC &Spl Covers 55 Silver Bronze 

Netaji and I.N.A. One Frame 47  

Princely States of India Literature 62 Silver 

Philately Literature 42 CP 

K S Palani 
Let’s Go Europe Thematic 47 CP 

The People’s Pope - John Paul II FDC & Spl Covers 50 Bronze 

T Mathan Beauty of Nature - Conserve it Thematic 50  Bronze 

P Yuvanesh Incredible India FDC & Spl Covers 50 Bronze 

Shruthika B G I Tagged Agl. Products of South India Youth 38 CP 

Kasinath R Shipthemegallery.blogspot.com Literature 57 Silver Bronze 

 

Association News 
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FINLAND 
 

Meadow Flowers 
 

 
Issued on 15.01.2025 

 
More Fun Together 

 

 
Issued on 15.01.2025 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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Year of Snake 
 

GUERNSEY ISLE OF MAN 

  
Issued on 06.01.2025 

 
Issued on 08.01.2025 

 

NEW ZEALAND HUNGARY 

  
Issued on 15.01.2025 Issued on 21.01.2025 
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LIECHTENSTEN JERSEY 
 

Brass Band Music 
 

100 Years of Jerald Durrell 

  
Issue date 03.03.2025 Issued on 28.01.2025 

 
 

BELGIUM 
 

Let's Smurf Together for a Better World 

 
 

Issued on 27.01.2025 
 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
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NAGAR : 22 November 2024 

Kallakurichi Wood Carving 
 

PATNA : 29 November 2024 
Mauryan Period Art and Coins 

 

  
MUMBAI : 05 December 2024 

Knowledgiate Magazine 
BELGAVI H O : 08 January 2025 

Kittur Rani Channamma Zoo, Bhutaramanahatti 
 

  
BELGAVI H O : 08 January 2025 

Ikshupex Mascot Carried Spl. Cover 
 

NAYAGARH : 08 January 2025 
Mahatma Gandhi 

 

  
 RACECOURSE S O : 11 January 2025 

Skate Carried Special Cover 
CHIDAMBARAM : 12 January 2025 

Introduction of PPC for Chidambaram HPO 
 

  
PRAYAGRAJ : 13 January 2025 

Paush Purnima - A Heritage of Faith 
 

KRANTI CHOWK S O : 14 January 2025 
E-Bicycle Carried Special Cover 

New Special Covers 
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PRAYAGRAJ : 15 January 2025 

Allahabad Fort, Prayagraj 
 

PATNA : 20 January 2025 
Guru Ka Langar 

 

  
CENTRAL PO, PRAYAGRAJ : 22 January 2025 
Shree Panchayati Akhda Mahanirvani, Prayagraj 

 

MUMBAI : 22 January 2025 
MAHAPEX - World Trade Centre, Mumbai 

 

  
MUMBAI : 22 January 2025 

MAHAPEX - Braille Script Special Cover 
 

MUMBAI : 23 January 2025 
MAHAPEX - State Butterfly-Blue Mormon 

 

  
MUMBAI : 24 January 2025 

MAHAPEX - Sholay - Golden Jubilee Celebration 
 

JABALPUR : 24 January 2025 
Centenary Celebrations of Siddhi Bala Bose Library 

Association 

  
MUMBAI : 25 January 2025 

MAHAPEX - Marathi : Classical Language 
PATNA : 28 January 2025 

100 Years of Patna Medical College and Hospital 
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PRAYAGRAJ : 29 January 2025 

Mauni Amavasya 
 

CHENNAI : 29 January 2025 
TANAPEX - Logo of Tanapex 2025 

 

  
MANAPPARAI : 29 January 2025 
TANAPEX - Manapparai Murukku 

 

CHENNAI : 29 January 2025 
TANAPEX - East India Leather 

 

  
ANAIKARANCHATRAM : 29 January 2025 

TANAPEX - Thaikkal Rattan Craft 
 

MANAPARAI : 29 January 2025 
Diamond Jubilee of the Bharat Scounts & Guides 

 

  
SHOLAVANDHAN : 30 January 2025 
TANAPEX - Sholavandhan Betel Leaf 

 

AUTHOOR : 30 January 2025 
TANAPEX - Authoor Betel Leaf 

 

  
CHENNAI : 30 January 2025 

TANAPEX - Vellode Birds Sancturary 
PATNA : 30 January 2025 

Dr. Purnendu Narayan Sinha 
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Successful Launch of  
SpadeX Mission 

Happy New Year 
 

Ikshupex 2025 

 

   
Mumbai 

31.12.2024 
Bengaluru 
01.01.2025 

Belgavi 
08.01.2025 

 
Makar Sankranti 

 

National Startup Day 
 

Integrated Quality Service Plan 

   
Prayagraj 
14.01.2025 

Bengaluru 
16.01.2025 

Bengaluru 
16.01.2025 

 
 

 

PERMANENT PICTORIAL CANCELLATIONS 
 

   
CHIDAMBARAM 

12.01.2025 
PRAYAGRAJ HPO 

15.01.2025 
PRAYAGRAJ HPO 

15.01.2025 
 

  

   
SHILLONG 
17.01.2025 

SIRPUR 
22.01.2025 

CHORAO 
23.01.2025 

New Special Cancellations & PPCs 
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URUGUAY 2025 

      FIP patronaged Specialized World Stamp Exhibition with a capacity of 2000 display frames will be 
held from 17 to 22 February 2025, to celebrate the 200 years of the declaration of independence of 
Uruguay.  The last date for applying is 15 September 2024. 

The National commissioner is: Parvesh Kumar Gupta  
(Mobile: 9810628387 Email: maachis001@gmail.com) 

            Assistant Commissioner is: Raunak Dutta 
(Mobile: 9830146836 Email: raunak.dutta1990@yahoo.in) 

 

MELBOURNE 2025 

      The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne, 
Australia will be held in 2025. 
 

      For more details:  https://melbourne2025.com.au/ 
 

Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner (WhatsApp +919351716969) 
Email: shreetotal@gmail.com  

 
EUROPHILEX-2025 

      The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will be held 
at Birmingham.  The extended dates of European Philatelic Exhibition will be on 
8th to 11th May 2025.  This is the first time ever, Britain has decided to move its 
international exhibition out of London.  Birmingham is the country’s second city, 
which is located in the centre of England, surrounded by a massive population 
and several other large cities. 

 
                                              For more details:  https://europhilex2025.co.uk/ 
 

BOSTON-2026 
 
      The FIP Patronaged 12th International Philatelic Exhibition of the United States 
gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition Center 
(BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026. 
 

      For more details: https://boston2026.org/ 
 

 

PHILA KOREA 
 

      The FIP patronage Specialised World Stamp Exhibition Phila 
Korea 2025 will take place at Coex Magok lewest, Seoul, South Korea 
from 17 to 21 September 2025.  Mr. Kapil Gogri is the National  
Commissioner.  

       

      His email id is:  kapilg25@hotmail.com, Mobile:  +91.9821111140.   

 

      More details are available at https://philakorea2025.kr 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

mailto:maachis001@gmail.com
mailto:raunak.dutta1990@yahoo.in
https://melbourne2025.com.au/
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
https://boston2026.org/
https://philakorea2025.kr/
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AMSIPEX 25 
 
      The Airmail Soceity of India Foundation (AMSI) is conducting its 1st Virtual International Aero & 
Astrophilatelic exhibition during 15 to 23 February 2025.  Entries for following classes will be accepted. 
 
1. Competitive Class:  
     5 frame and 8 frame 
     1 frame 

2. Literature Class 
3. Special section for youth collectors with 2-3 frame exhibits 
4. Special section for novice exhibitors with 2-3 frame exhibits 
 
      More details in www.amsipex.com 
 
INPEX-2025 
 
      The Philatelic Congress of India (PCI), Nationa lPhilatelic Federation, is going to organise and hold 
the National Philatelic Exhibition INPEX-2025 between January-March 2025 (Details awaited) 
 
 
 

                            
 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 
 

www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org  
www.sipa.net.in  

www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
www.indiamintstamp.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVIII. No.205 (Jan. 2025) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.24 Issue 2/2024 
SIPA Bulletin. Vol.36 No.4 (Oct - Dec 2024) 
Vadophil: No.178, 179, 180 (April - December 2024) 
Filacap – online. No.263  (January 2025) 
The Fila Capsule No.8 (September- October 2024) 
 
 

 
 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.amsipex.com/
http://www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org/
http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 
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