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Editorial

Dear Friends,

| Have immense pleasure to release this 109" Issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin. The Kumbh
Mela 2025 ended on Shivratri, the 26 February 2025. Millions of people gathered there for eternal
growth and blessings. | also got the golden opportunity to participate in this event and get spiritual
enlightenment.

The Kumbh Mela 2025 generated excitement among philatelists, thanks to the release of
commemorative postage stamps. India's Ministry of Communications has issued a souvenir sheet
featuring three stamps that beautifully depict the significance of Triveni tirtha, including Maharshi
Bharadwaj Ashram, Snan, and Akshayvat.

These stamps were unveiled by the Hon'ble Union Minister for Communications and Development
of the North Eastern Region, Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia, at the Arail Ghat Post Office in Prayagraj. In
addition to the stamps, other philatelic items, such as special covers, cancellations, and a picture
postcard, have also been released to commemorate the event.

Philatelists can purchase these collectibles online through the e-Post Office platform or any other

source. This is a fantastic opportunity for stamp enthusiasts to own a piece of history and celebrate the
cultural significance of the Kumbh Mela.

Mohanachandran Nair
Mobile:9387801948

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN
ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment

For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue
For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment

For details contact: 9387801948
Email: apa.tvpm@agmail.com
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Readers’ Column

Dear Sir,

This is to inform you how much | enjoyed the first 2 issues of your bulletin of 2025, as it had a lot
of interesting and some new type of articles too. In the January issue, the article on Golden Jubilee of
PPSI, by Kumar Biswas was very interesting, especially with the philatelic material available for ready
viewing in the link provided with the article. The article on Special Air mail carried on Air India' Vistara
Flight by Akhil Reddy was really very original and therefore very interesting too. Dr. Ramesh Kumar's
article on Christmas using US FDC's had some very interesting cachets on the FDCs, and Sutaria's
column on the unique 5 Kopek Blue Tete Beche of Finland was really quite unique.

In the February issue the very original and detailed philatelic article on The Rosetta Stone was
unique. | am glad that such articles are also carried in your prestigious magazine. The article by K.S.
Palani also had quite an unique and unusual content, which shows how much of diversity there can be
in usage of postal services.

| am also glad that you are writing so many illustrated Book reviews to encourage Indian authors
writing books on Philatelic subjects.

Thank you and Regards,
Abhijit De
Chennai
Dear Sir,
Greetings of the day !

Hope you are doing well. First of all thanks for the 108th Edition of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin
which is one of the stamp E-Bulletin of India. It helps us to know about the events and Information
through the world of Philately. | am very happy to see the article "India Post’s Experiments with Se-
tenants : 2000-2010" which talks about the History of Stamps associated with India Post. | would like
to suggest adding some thematic articles too for young Philatelists so that they can enhance their

knowledge through the Bulletin in their Thematic Philatelic Journey.

Thank You.

Abhishek Kumar
Asansol (WB)

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine. Please send the matter in A4 size

Word format. Send the clear images in separate files.
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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New Indian Issues

India Israel Joint Issue

Maha Kumbh 2025

Denomination: Rs.50.00 x 2 Denomination: Rs.5.00 x 3
Miniature Sheet: Rs.100.00 Miniature Sheet: Rs.15.00
Issued on 11.02.2025 Issued on 13.02.2025

National School of Drama

IECHRI oficel fAencrl
NATIONAL SCHOOL OF DRAMA

Denomination: Rs.10.00 x 2
Miniature Sheet: Rs.20.00
Issued on 16.02.2025
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Anantha Nadam,

a well reputed souvenir from
Ananthapuri Philatelic
Association

This centenary
commemorative
edition features a
collection of selected
articles from

the renowned
_philatelists, stories
and memories that

have been cherished
by our readers

over the years.

Whether you are a budding or seasoned collector, this book is an invaluable
resource for anyone passionate about philately

Editor: P. Mohanachandran Nair
Size: DY (28 x 22)
Pages: 140 in colour

Ananthapuri Philatelic Association

Thiruvananthapuram
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com
Mobile: 9387801948
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JAMPEX2025

A district level philatelic exhibition was organised on February 22-23, 2025 by Department of Post,
Singhbhum Division, Jharkhand circle and supported by Jamshedpur Philatelic Society on the occasion
of completing 50 years of the society. Exhibition was inaugurated by CPMG, Jharkhand on 22nd Feb
and awards were given by DPS, Jharkhand circle on 23rd Feb.

Exhibits were displayed in 112 frames in which 36 frames had National Level exhibits by senior
philatelist in invitee class, 54 frames in competitive class and 10 frames by 6 participants in youth class.
Total 4 Bronze and 1 silver medal were awarded in Youth class whereas 8 Bronze, 5 Silver and 2
Vermeil medals were awarded in Senior class. Mrs Suchanda Banerjee was awarded a vermeil medal
and Best exhibit award for her collection on “Rotary Movement”.

Two special covers and pictorial postmarks were released during the exhibition.
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TMULLIPALLAM PHILATELY CLUB

The Diamond Jubilee Jamboree of Bharat Schots and Guides was held from January 23 to
February 3, 2025 at Manaparai near Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu. During the Jamboree two picture
postcards were released by Mr. David Baden Powell, grandson of Sir Baden Powell, founder of Scout.

In the recently concluded Tanapex 2025, TMullipallam Philately Club, Chennai won First Prize for
their exhibits on Scouts and Guides. This is the fourth time they are continuously winning this award.
Tamil Nadu Chief PMG Smt. Mariamma Thomas congratulated its members, who are all scout students
and gave her autograph to each member.
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Experience new
and fascinating aspects
of Postal History

SIGN UP NOW
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and receive two issues ayear
of Post Horn Magazine
in electronic browsable edition via email

for only € 2000
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Bright and Beautiful Botanical Art on Stamps
By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai

Caption: Reputed artists, including many in the
field of wild life and conservation, have helped
make stamps brighter by painting the beauties
that can be found in the natural world, and which
can be said to form the jewels of nature. The
world of Philately is greatly enriched by such
contributions.

SPRING BLOOMS

Here are a few examples- 1. These 2 colourful
Butterflies are part of an US set of 4, issued on
June 6, 1977, and is painted by Stan Galli (1912-
2009). He has painted for a total of 26 U.S.
postage stamps on wildlife, apart from illustrations
for magazines and books.

2. The beautiful, colourful birds on stamps from India, are part of a

PEPTLLT Jiiiviiam  set of 4 painted by Indian artist J.P. Irani, and was issued on 28™
April 1975; and 3. these 6 colourful British flowers showing the
ones that bloom during spring, are part of the series of flowers
painted for Royal Mail by a relatively young Julia Trickey, who has
been making water colour paintings of botanical subjects from
1998. In 2014, she had illustrated 16 Royal Mail stamps, showing
British flowers that grow during different seasons, as part of the
long Royal Mail POST & GO series of Self-adhesive self -service
machine stamps. Sales of this series of stamps showing paintings

: 2 | on different subjects, was started in 2010 with machines installed
—_— ' - at major post offices, and such stamps, with new designs issued

several times a year, lasted for about a decade.

Out of these 3 topics that artists have painted to depict the bright jewels or beauties of nature, this article
concentrates on flowers and plants. Many of the artists discussed here are therefore specialists in art related to
Botany.

INTRODUCTION

The beautiful, colourful jewels of Nature, like butterflies, birds and flowers and plants, have added
to the beautiful sights we see daily. They have also attracted artists for centuries. With the introduction
of multi-colour printing technology, the production of colourful stamps became a reality. One subject
that benefited from this development was the use of paintings of bright, botanically accurate flowers
and plants, apart from other “jewels of nature” or “beauties” of Nature like birds and butterflies, that
could be reproduced onto postage stamps. This article concentrates on flowers and plants, and
explores the work of artists who have contributed to such stamps that have been produced
internationally, as well as in India.

10 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/VVol. V1/Issue No.109/March 2025



For India, the artist who has contributed the most paintings on this subject for India Post, is the late
Shri O.P. Ravindran, (who lived in Alwarpet, Chennai). He and his paintings on stamps form a major
part of this article.

THE U.S. EXAMPLES

The examples of 2 U.S. artists, have been used here to highlight their contribution to the U.S. Postal
Service.

These 4 stamps showing flowers, is part of a set of 20
stamps under the title “Garden Flower Series” were issued in
booklets of 5 different flower stamps each, with sets of these 5
flowers, arranged as se-tenant strips. This series starting with a
set of 5 flowers for Spring, issued on May 15, 1993, in booklet
form to meet the requirement for first class stamps at that time,
which was 29 cents. After 5 flower designs each for Summer
and Autumn, the final booklet, depicting 5 different, tough winter
blooms, was issued on January 19, 1996. This idea was born,
' when during a survey of customers at US Supermarkets and
other retailers, who were selling US postal stamps to the public
. on behalf of the Postal Service, it was found the public wanted
“bright, pretty American stamps”, so the idea to design and print
bright flowers on US stamps originated. These stamps were
widely advertised and customers urged to ‘buy these blooms
before they are sold out’ The initial response was very
enthusiastic, which led to to this series expanding to a total of
20 stamps @ 5 stamps per season.

A AT

The artist who produced this series of popular U.S. garden
flowers on stamps, is Ned Seidler (1922-2007). He used a
combination of watercolour and gouache (which is a thicker,

S : opaque form of watercolour) to produce these 20 colourful and
brlght garden flowers. These stamps were printed and produced for booklets in 4 panes of 5 vertical
se-tenant stamps, and were printed by the US Bureau of Engraving & Printing, using an offset
Lithography and Recess printing method, with a print run of in between 160 to 200 thousand stamps
(l.e. 16 to 20 lakh stamps), depending on the year of issue. He had started as an artist for National
Geographic, before taking up a second career as an artist for USPS, producing about 34 stamps,
including this series of 20 stamps.

An US booklet of stamps, showing another theme which is on wild life that aid with pollination, is
shown here under the cover of the stamp booklet has details which are self-explanatory. This however
is graphic art and not a painting). These are self- adhesive stamps. Sample of a booklet with se-tenant
stamps divided with perforations is shown in the next section, featuring British stamps.

SONORAN DESER
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This stamp sheet-let is the first of 12 such Sets of stamps to be
issued by USPS in a series called “Nature of America”, which was
annually issued in between 1999 and 2010. Unlike earlier such
large format sheets of stamps, with multiple stamps per large
sheet, featured in series like “Celebrate The Century” and “World
of Dinosaurs” (the latter issued in 1997), these large sheets of
stamps (with overall dimensions 9.2 inches x 6.7 inches) issued
for “Nature of America” were self-adhesive and die cut, so that
the overall painting on each large sheet, is not disrupted due to
factors like perforations in between stamps. In the earlier big
sheets, perforations were used for each of the stamps on the big
sheet, thus disrupting the overall painting.

All the painting for this set of large Sheets, containing 10
stamps each, were made by artist John D. Dawson., who has been
a natural history illustrator for nearly 30 years. His works include
illustrations for the book “Golden Guide to Venomous Snakes” and
some for “National Geographic” and many other well-known U.S.
magazines. He had earlier contributed to USPS stamp sets like
U.S. Cats (1998) and Flowering Trees (1998). He was initially
asked to contribute to a set of 4 stamps on a desert related theme,
which expanded to a planned sets of 6 stamp sheets on different
ecosystems of America, but after the success of the first sheet,
(which sheet is shared here), the set finally increased to a total of
12 ecosystems found in 10 U.S. geographical regions, including
for regions as diverse in their geographical features, as well as

Flora and fauna, found in ecosystems like the Alaskan Arctic Tundra, Pacific coral seas, Southern

Florida’s Wetland,

and Hawaiian Rain Forests. The Sonora Desert sheet was printed by Banknote
Corporation of America, which security printers also printed 3 others. Another security printing press,
Dennison Avery printed for 5 of the other themes, apart from 2 other printers, using offset Lithography
printing process. However, all 12 themes were painted and designed by the same persons. Once the
stamps are removed from their big sheets and used they look like the stamps shared here, taken from
the Sonoran Desert Sheet.

GRENT LARES DUNES

yy I

Out of the 12 sheets painted for this set, the one on Great Lake Dunes perhaps show the most
number of different flowers, which include Evening Primrose, Sand Cherry, Pitcher’s Thistle, Beach
Pea etc out of 27 flora and fauna shown on these 10 stamps.

12
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THE BRITISH EXAMPLES
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One of the first tasks that was faced by Mr.Edward Short , the new British PMG(Post -Master
General) who took over from the famous Sir Anthony W. Benn in 1966, was to bring out purely pictorial
issues on British themes, which took full advantage of the Postal reforms successfully implemented by
his predecessor, who had with the help of commercial artist and stamp designer, Mr. David Gentleman,
had got the British Monarch’s permission to make changes to the traditional stamp designs used so
far. He got permission to decrease the size of the Monarchs portrait on each commemorative/ pictorial
stamp to less than one third of the total space. The extra space for illustrations that they had managed
to create by shrinking the space was now to be used for special issues related to British themes like

landscapes, birds etc. One of these themes was British Wild Flowers, which was included in the stamp
calendar/programme for 1967.

The challenge was to decide on the design to be used, and the designer to be selected for this
stamp set. Finally, it was decided to have original paintings made to illustrate this theme. About 8 artists
who had capability in this area, including David Gentleman were contacted and asked to submits their
ideas. Out of these, the 90 year old Reverend Keble Martin, who was born in 1877, and was the
illustrator for the well-known book, “Concise British Flora”, had 4 of his submissions accepted, which
paintings were used for the 4 British 4 penny value issued as block of 4 se-tenant stamps in this set
as shown here, and another 2 stamps were accepted from the ones submitted by Ms. Mary Grierson,
who was the official artist at the Botanical Garden at Kew, London, from 1961. These stamps were
printed by Harrison & Sons Ltd, using Photogravure printing process, on chalk coated paper with
multiple crown watermark, with about 36% of the stamps issued having 3 phosphor bands, and the rest
without these bands. The stamps were issued on 24" April 1967, and by the time these stamps, as
they were commemorative stamps, were officially withdrawn from sales on 23 April 1968, 92.4% of

the total stamps printed were sold, which showed how popular and attractive this stamp set of 6, proved
to be.

The 4 stamps painted by Rev. Keble shows the following sets of British Wild flowers (from top left)-
Hawthorn and Bramble on the first stamp; Larger Bindweed and Viper's Bugloss on the second; Ox-
eye Daisy, Coltsfoot, and Buttercup on the third; and the last shows Bluebell, Red Campion and Wood
Anemone; thus, making each stamp a beautiful mix of 2-3 flowering plants. The ones by Ms. Mary
Grierson, shows the wild flower Dog Violet, on the 9 penny stamp; and the well-known wild flower
Primrose, on the 1 with the old British currency value of 1 shilling 9 pence stamp, as this set was
issued before the present Decimal currency system was iimplemented.

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.109/March 2025 13



Another very beautiful set issued were 10 stamps meant as Greeting stamps. This set used 19"
Century Flower paintings of popular and colourful British flowers. This 10-stamp se-tenant Greeting set
within Booklets was issued on 6" January, followed by reissues on 3™ February 1997, for use as
Greeting stamps during the different occasions in the year. This set, like the US flower stamps were
issued as perforated, se-tenant set of 10 different stamps, which, unlike the US Booklets, had only a

single se-tenant set in each booklet. In addition, they also had
gummed tags with different Greeting messages, as illustrated
here. These 10 different and colourful stamps are from several
different Museums, or the art collection of the Royal Botanical
Gardens, Kew, London. They are accurate, botanical flowers
painted by well-known 19" Cent. British artists specialized in this
field, namely Mr. G.D. Ehret; Mr. A. Chandler; Mrs. A.l. Withers;
Ms. C.C. Sowerby and Mr. P.J. Redoute. Whereas each of the
others had one painting of theirs in this set of 10, 6 of Ehret’s
paintings were selected for this set. The details are given in the
inside of the Booklet flap, of which a relevant photo is shared

here.

George Dionysius Ehret (1708-1770), was a son of a
German gardener, who was also a good draughtsman. He first
became famous working as part of a team for the Dutch Banker,
George Cliffords, who had a large number of plants in his
compound , and Ehrets helped produce a famous compilation
of early Botanical literature for George Clifford. After this he
moved to England where he was promoted by Sir Hans Sloane,
and Dr. Mead. He was in great demand . His works were well
recognized and are now found in most of the leading Museums
in England, especially those that have a section on Botanical

drawings.

This set, with stamps for use to send 1t class mail, was
printed using offset lithography, by Wallsall Security Printers Ltd,

14
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D Fitawilliam Musc um, Cambridge
Magnolia altissima (modem name
Magmoba grandiflora) by G.D Ehret

© The Natural History Museum, London
Camellia japonca varegaza by

A Chandler. © The Trustees, Roval
Botnic Gardens, Kew
Fidips by G.D.Ehret. © Victoria & Albert
Muscum, Bridgeman Art Library, London.
Fuchsa ‘Process of Wales” by Mrs
AL Withers. © The Trustees, Roval
Botanic Gardens, Kew
Le Perroguet rouge (Twlipa gesneriana) by
G.D.Ehret. © Victona & Albert Museum,
Bodgeman Art Library, London.
Gazania splendens (modern name:
CGazmarna splendens) by Miss
C.CSowerby. © The Trustees, Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew.
I Letafolia by G.D.Ehret. © The
Trustees, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

Amarylls bresiliensis (modern name:

%ﬁﬂm rutilum) by P.J.Redouté.
() Trustees, Roval Botanic
Gardens, Kew.

dla (modern name: Passiflova

CGranadslla
woernlea) by G.D.Ehret. :
© Victoria & Albert Museum, Bridgeman

As Libary, London.
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and fitted into this type of Booklet format by them. These famous paintings were designed into the
stamp format, by a company called Tutssels Enterprises.

Mr.Ravindran , who lived in Chennai and contributed to India Post, also has many of his drawings and
paintings in museums outside India , for the reason that for the last few centuries, Botanical drawings
have been very popular, and have been displayed in international exhibitions and and in Museums too.

THE FRENCH EXAMPLES

This is one of the first 2 individual flower stamps issued by France, both of which
shows a Rose each (issued in 1962, this stamp is called modern Rose, and the other
one, which is not shown here, is called Old Rose). The stamp design is by French artist,
illustrator and engraver, Pierre Gandon (1899-1990), who painted or designed 350
stamps for France and an equal number for their colonies. About 79 lakh stamps of this
stamp was printed, using Recess printing.
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Many other drawings and painting based stamps have been issued by France, on their animals,
birds, plants and trees over the years. The 2 stamps on top, are drawn by Ms. Huguette Sainson,
(1929- 2011), who is a French artist, designer and painter, specializing in the design of postage stamps.
Starting from 1967, it is estimated she has designed more than 250 stamps for France, and colonies
/or former colonies of France in Africa.

The 2 stamps shown here, out of 4 stamps drawn by her, are issued on 21/09/1985 under the
heading “Flora and Fauna of France”, and shows in detail the leaf, fruit, shape etc. of tree, “Pedunculate
Oak” on the 3 Franc value stamp, and the other stamp shows similar details of a “Mountain EIm” tree.
This set was printed using Recess printings, and each sheet had 25 stamps per sheet. This is just an
example of various stamps issued on many such stamps sets, over many years, based on drawing and
paintings by various famous French Botanical artists.
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The other set of stamps, show a French stamp set based on paintings of birds and the vegetation
/ plants found in each bird’s environment, by John James Audubon, (1785-1851), who was born from
French parents in the former French island colony of Haiti, but later migrated and settled in USA. His
major and most famous work is a collection of his colourful painting of birds called “Birds of America”
in which he captured 1065 individual birds on 435 hand coloured canvases. Which paintings were later
used on stamps issued by many countries for the bi-centenary of his birth, and on other dates, by USA,
Canada, France, Haiti and about 50 other countries. This set of birds issued by France on 25/02/1995
shows 3 out of 4 stamps issued on his paintings, showing band -tailed pigeon, Snowy Egret bird and
Common Tern. They were printed on individual sheets of 40 stamps, and also as Miniature Sheet with
all four stamps on it, using photogravure printing process, on brightening paper. The full effect of the
colours can be seen under UV light.

THE JAPANESE EXPERIENCES
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Japanese paintings are known for their delicate black ink sketches, and fine use of colours for
paintings on subjects like plants, flowers or landscapes. The stamps shared here are issued based on
art by some of their famous artists.

The black ink sketch titled Kites and crows on the 100 Yen Japanese stamp, is by artist and poet
Yosa Buson (1716- 1784). The vegetation around these birds are shown in detail. Buson was a famous
artist of the Edo period of Japan, besides being a poet. This is a style of art quite popular and closely
associated with Japan. This painting was used for the stamp issued for International Letter Writing
Week on 6/10/1976. Printing was done using Photogravure process.

The next stamp from top, is 80 Yen stamp which honours one of the best-known artists of Japan,
Katsushika Hokusai (1760-1849). Also known as Hokusai, he is a Japanese painter and printmaker
who became famous as a Japanese Ukiy-o artist of their Edo period, and as he expanded this school
of art to include landscapes, plants and animals. The 80 Yen Japanese stamp shared here, shows his
self-portrait and a part of perhaps his most widely known painting, called ‘The Great Wave off
Kanagawa’. When Japanese paintings started to be introduced and understood in Europe in the late
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19t century, his paintings influenced artists like Vincent Van Gogh of Netherlands and Claude Monet
of France. The 90 Yen stamp shown next, features one of Hokusai’s plant related painting called
“Hibiscus and Sparrow”.

The 110 Yen Japanese stamp here shows the painting “Flower and grasses of the four seasons
“by Ogata Korin. (1658- 1716), who was a very famous artist of his period in Japan. Many of his
paintings on flowers like the one called “Irises”, and another called “Red and White Plum Blossom”,
are designated as National Treasures of Japan.

The last stamp, which is the 50 Yen stamp shown above, is by the well-known disciple of Ogata
Korin, named Sakai Hoitsu (1761- 1829). He played a major role in reviving the Rinpa school, in which
group Ogata Korin played a major part. The fine and delicately coloured plant, painted by Sakai Hoitsu
called “Grasses in Autumn Wind “, was used on this stamp issued for the Japanese Expo 1970 event,
as the Logo on it shows.

THE AUSTRALIAN EXPERIENCES

One of the reasons that the exploration of Australia by expeditions lead by Captain James Cook,
R.N., became very famous, was that the sketches made of the exotic and never seen before flowers
and plants by botanists and artist who were with him, attracted much attention in England and Europe.
This finally led to the decision by Britain to create settlements in Australian, starting with the area near
present day Sydney.

The three stamps on the upper row, and the two stamps there under are painted by Elsie Margaret
Stones of Australia (1920-2018). She was an Australian botanical illustrator, who was the principal
contributing for the prestigious Curtis Botanical Magazine for which she contributed more than 400
water colour drawings in between 1958 and 1983. In 1957 she was commissioned to prepare a set of
floral designs for Australian Postage stamps, which are shown here. She was awarded an OBE by the
British Queen in 1989 for her many contributions to Botany and Art.

In April 1959, her classical depiction of the endemic Flannel Flower (face value- 2/-), Wattle (2°3),
and Waratah (3/-) were issued as stamps by the Australian Post, which was followed by Christmas
Bells flower (1°6) and Banskia (2'5) in March 1960.All are printed using Recess printing and are
Definitive stamps.
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Another famous artist who contributed to Botanical drawings for Australia Post is Elizabeth (Betty)
Conabere (1929-2009), who painted all of these Australian breeds of roses shown on these 4 stamps.
The set was printed using Offset Lithography on Litho chromo paper with Helecon and issued on 19%
May 1982, and are commemorative stamps. Australia Post used a chemical called Helecon (a zinc
sulfide compound), which glows a deep orange red. Helecon was either incorporated into the ink or the
paper, or both.

Elizabeth V. Conabere was an Australian botanical artist, writer and conservationist. She has
illustrated 3 series of stamps for Australia Post - Roses, Eucalyptus and Wildflowers, 2 sets out of 3 of
which are shared here. She had started to paint from 1960. She was a founding member of the Society
of Wildlife Artists, where she also exhibited many of her works. She is perhaps most famous for her
384 wildflower paintings in the 2 volume Book called “Wildflowers of South-eastern Australia”.

The set of 5 stamps showing 5 different flowers from different species of Eucalyptus trees are also
painted by Elizabeth Conabere. The stamp set was issued on 17" November 1982.They are definitive
stamps, printed on 96 gsm Harrison paper with Helecon. There are about 700 types of Eucalyptus
trees. They are originally natives of Australia and some surrounding areas in New Guinea and
Indonesia, but has since been successfully transplanted to some other countries. For example,
Eucalyptus trees have been successfully trans-located to areas like the Nilgiris Mountain region in
India.

The above short sketches give some idea about the different types of botanical paintings, and their artists.
These bright, beautiful and detailed paintings have been used by various postal authorities to create
stamps that became popular with their customers.

SHRI RAVINDRAN AND HIS CONTRIBUTION TO INDIA POST.

My introduction to the talents of Shri Ravindran, who | had known only as an artist till then, after
seeing the stamps on orchids issued by India Post based on his paintings, was when on a train journey
from Kolkata to Chennai about 3 decades ago, | met a Professor from the Kerala Govt ‘s Jawaharlal
Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and Research Institute, Thiruvanthapuram, who specialized on the
subject of Orchids. During the discussions he informed me that he was in fact taking a break at
Chennai, to meet Shri Ravindran, with whom he had many detailed discussions about orchids, since
Ravindran was not only a great painter, but very knowledgeable about this topic. That is when | took
greater interest to learn more about this talented artist and this specialized subject.

In India, perhaps the artist who has most successfully contributed the greatest number of paintings
of flowers to India Post, is Sri Ravindran Oyitty Thavorath (1934- 2006), who is popularly known as
O.P. Ravindran. He was born in Cannanore (now called Kannur, in Kerala State), and did his Bachelor
of Arts in Botany, in Government Arts College, Madras, during which time he had made many sketches
and paintings of local fauna, as a part of scientific records that was being created by this Institution.
Many of these paintings were later exhibited at exhibitions in US, UK and some other countries. He
also got an opportunity to visit USA and not only introduce some Indian plants there, but also made
paintings of both US and Indian plants. Several of his paintings are in the collection of Smithsonian
Museum, USA and the Kew Gardens in U.K. He is perhaps better known abroad than in India, because
of this reason.
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He lived in Nandanam extn, Alwarpet, Chennai, and was known for being a horticulturalist, a
landscape designer, an ecologist, a botanist and a painter, but gained most fame as a botanical artist.
Hence his ability to contribute 2 stamps sets with a total of 10 paintings, which are shared and
discussed here. Much of the background information used here are from the site everybodywiki.com,
where several detailed chapters on Shri Ravindran and his life can be found.

The first set of stamps in Orchids issued by India Post, were those of these 6 Orchid flowers, which
was issued on 12" October 1991. He had painted these flowers with water colours on handmade
papers. He was also famous for having successfully grown south Indian orchids in the compound of
the Bungalow in which he lived. In the article about Shri Ravindran, found in Wikipedia, it is said that
he used rain water to make his water paintings on botanical subjects such as these ones, to get a
brighter, more natural outlook compared to distilled water.

The text in the India Post Information sheet for this stamp set was written by him. He says in the
text that since India is blessed with such diverse geographical conditions, our country has a wide variety
of orchids, varying from the gorgeous to the tiny “botanicals”. He adds that when the craze for Tropical
Orchids started in the West, people looked at India as a treasure house of exotic orchids. He has written
that he has selected the variety of orchids for these paintings by keeping in mind that the various
habitats in our country should be represented. Therefore, the orchids shown here vary from the one on
the Rs.2.50p stamp, which is a rare Orchid found in Sikkim and Meghalaya, and the Rs.4 stamp which
orchids are found on the Western Ghats and the plains of South India etc. etc. Therefore there is a
variety of locations from where these flowers have been selected. Photogravure printing process was
used to print these stamps on imported, un-watermarked adhesive, Gravure Coated Stamp Paper, with
35 stamps per sheet. A total of 10 lakh stamps combining all values were printed, by ISP, Nasik.

On 8/08/2016 , a set of another 6 stamps showing Indian Orchids were issued , but these were
based on graphic art. A set of Maxim cards were also issued , as well as a Miniature sheet.
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A second set of paintings he had contributed towards, was issued as a stamp set on 9" October
1993. They are shown here under. The Re. 1/00 stamp shows the flowers called “The Pride of India “,
“Crepe flower” or “Jarul” in different parts of India. The Rs.6/00 is called “Yellow Silk Indian Tree”,
“‘Khumphi” or “Galgal” depending on which part of India you belong. The Rs.8/00 stamp is called “Indian
Coral Tree”, “Dadap” or “Pangara” depending on the part of India you are in. The last tree’s flower,
which is on the Rs.11/00 stamp, is called “Indian Tulip Tree” or “Paras Pipal”. As one can see for
oneself, the beautiful colours, and details of each flower, have been both accurately and beautifully

painted by Shri Ravindran.

A total of 6 lakh stamps on sheets of 35 stamps each , were printed by ISP, Nasik.

A set of stamps was issued on 19.11.1987 on the subject of Indian Trees, which were painted by
4 different artists who are named in the India Post Information sheet, but unfortunately in random order,
and not in the order in which the stamps are illustrated. However, the website everybodywiki.com, in
their detailed section on Shri Ravindran, has identified this painting showing details of the Banyan Tree,
as the one contributed by him to this stamp set.

INDIA POST AND J.P.IRANI

Another famous artist who has contributed his paintings to Indian Post stamp sets, is Shri J.P. Irani
of Bombay (Mumbai). He is well known for the paintings and illustrations he has contributed for the
Bombay Natural History Society Magazine, called Hornbill, and other publications of B.N.H.S. The
stamp issued for the Centenary Function of BNHS, in 1983, which was attended by Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, which shows a Great Indian Hornbill Bird, was designed by Shri J.P. Irani. Another set
was on Indian Birds, issued on 28" April 1975, 2 stamps from which are shown at the beginning of this
article. This set was the first stamps issued by India using multi-coloured printing process.

His contribution to botanical paintings of India, is the set shown here, on Indian Flowers, issued on
15t July 1977. The well-known Indian flowers illustrated, are Lotus; Tree Rhododendron; Kadamba; and
Gloriosa Lily. Both the Mint and canceled stamps of this set are shared here, as well as the 4 postcards
that were issued by the then Indian Posts and Telegraphs Dept; based on his paintings, as part of this
set, along with the FDC and Information Sheet. (atthat time the cost of the Information Sheet was only
0.25p. Unfortunately, | forgot what was the cost of each postcard then). As can be seen from the stamp
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set, even the normal, dark post office cancellations do not affect the bright colours of these painted
flowers. The numbers printed varied from 50 lakh copies of the 0.25 p stamps, to 20 lakhs of the
Rs.2.00 stamp. These commemorative stamps were printed in multi-colour on unwatermarked paper
using photogravure printing process by Indian Security Press, Nashik.

Shri J.P.Irani, born in 1938 in Bombay, is best known
for his many illustrations made for the books and articles
on birds that the famous “Birdman of India “Dr. Salim Ali
has written. He has also made portraits of Dr. Salim Ali and R
the Vice President of BNHS, Shri Humayun Abdul Ali, and 1
contributed to the design of the se-tenant stamp issued for O
the Dr.Salim Ali centenary celebrations, apart from the
cover designs for most BNHS publications. In 2003, the
BNHS facilitated Shri Irani by presenting him the first Salim
Ali Lok Van Tho award for his contribution to bird paintings.
His botanical paintings are also displayed at The Shirley
Sherwood Gallery of Botanical Art at Kew, London, which
was inaugurated by Sir David Attenborough in 2008.

o

CONCLUSION

Many older stamps shown here are not in bright colours, but their beautiful shapes and design on
the classic stamps of the period before multi-coloured stamps became common, add to the fascination
of stamps. The many multi-coloured stamps shared here, by famous artists in this particular field,
makes this subject most interesting, and hence this article has been attempted.
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Association News

AMSIPEX 2025

The Airmail Soceity of India Foundation (AMSI) conducted its 1%t Virtual International Aero &

Astrophilatelic exhibition from 15 to 23 February 2025. Our following members attended.

Name Title of Exhibit Class ‘ VEE Medals
Indian Airmails Development & Court of Honour
Operations (1911-1942)
Pradip Jain By the First Aerial Post of the World One Frame 91 Large Gold
England-India-Australia Ross Smith & One Frame 91 Large Gold
Beyond
1929 Airmail S_tamps - The First Airmalil One Frame 94 Large _Gold 4
Stamps of India Spl Prize
Pragya Jain
Picture Postcards Flown in the first
Airmail Flight of the World O [AEE | el
Virendra Sharma British India Airmail Postal Stationery Invitee
O.A.T and A.V2 Markings on airmails Invitee
connected with India (1935-1953)
The 1948 Air-India International Flight to Invitee
London - A Unique Event in World
Philately
Piyush Khaitan Indian Crash Air Mails (19129-1990) Invitee
The Birth of Airmail - The First Aerial Invitee
Post at Allahabad - 18 February 1911
Indian Mail via Airship and Catapult Invitee
Flights
Underpaid Indian Airmalil Invitee
Auxiliary Airmail Markings - India Invitee
Dhirendra Nath Misra a Phllatgllc Journey ity At Al Competitive 66 Silver
and Their Celebrations
Mohanachandran Nair P Rﬁ\r;e;ﬁsmem & QIFSEWES e Competitive 84 Large Vermeil
Kourou to Comets via Darmstadt Novice 74 Large Silver
Halley’s Comet Stamp Art Novice 63 Silver Bronze
Halley’s Comet: The Science Narratives ] Vermeil +
(CrumEEl b Ere) and Business Around the Halley’s Commet NIEIES e Spl Prize
Common Design Templates in Halley’s ) i
Comet 1985-86 stamps & covers Novice 63 Silver Bronze
Simplified Classification of Indian Novice 70 Large Silver
Sushil Mehra Aviation Covers
Advertising JRD’s Aviation Dream Literature 65 Silver
Carried Covers of India Literature 71 Large Silver
S Sajindralal Artificial Satellite One Frame 66 Silver
Capt. Vijay Wadhwa Celestel Crramieles - Steler Literature 76 Vermeil

Impressions
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URUGUAY 2025

FIP patronaged Specialized World Stamp Exhibition was conducted from 17 to 22 February 2025,
to celebrate the 200 years of the declaration of independence of Uruguay. Our following members

participated in it and won awards.

Name ‘ Title of Exhibit ‘ Class ‘ Marks Medals
Indian Airmails - The First Three .
Piyush Khaitan Decades (1911-1939) Aerophilately 90 Gold
Jagannath Mani Ste}mplng SUEEEEE: CIMTYES Eel Sl Literature 68 Silver Bronze
Philately from Karnataka
Gandhi Connections Literature 73 Silver
Sushil Mehra My Collection of Special Covers Issued . .
. Literature 72 Silver
by Karnataka Postal Circle
Kumesh Kumar Jain Save Planet Earth - Stamp Out Polution Literature 75 Large Silver
: Hands - Crafting gestures and . .
Shashi Pal Batra Expressions Through Philately Literature 76 Large Silver
Sridevi N Harmonious Horizons Literature 76 Large Silver
Capt. Vijay Wadhwa The Pigeon Literature 76 Large Silver
Bharat=xotic
One sto ps ho P for all We specialise in all the unusual stamps of the world.
7 ; Authorized distributors for PRINZ and LIGHTHOUSE
your philately needs Accessories for stamps, coins and notes album.
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www.bharatexotics.com
Contact - 8086383126, 844775618
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Energy Philately at India Energy Week

By Kumar Biswas, Energy Philatelist

In the global energy domain, the biggest event that happened in recent times, after the COP 29,
which was held on November 2024 at Baku, Azerbaijan was India Energy Week (IEW). It was held at
state-of-the-art venue Yashobhoomi, Delhi, India during February 11-14, 2025. The first and second
editions of IEW were held in 2023 (Mumbai) and 2024 (Goa), respectively. Today, IEW is a crucial
annual event in global energy calendar. The mega event of energy sector was held under the patronage
of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Government of India.

At IEW, various aspects of domestic advancement and collaboration with global energy businesses
were displayed and demonstrated in nine distinct thematic zones:

Hydrogen zone

Biofuels zone

Renewable energy zone
LNG ecosystem zone
Make in India zone

City Gas Distribution zone
Petrochem zone
Digitalization & Al zone
India Net Zero zone

©CoNoO~wWNE

An overwhelming response witnessed more than 700 exhibitors, 500+ speakers, 100+ sessions,
6000+ delegates, 10+ country specific pavilions from different parts of the world to converge at IEW.

Energy Philately at IEW:
Visitors to Hall Number 2, Make in India zone (out of 9 thematic zones) of Engineers India Ltd.
(EIL), of the India Energy Week encountered an unexpected yet captivating display - Energy Philately.

Philately, the study and collection of postage stamps, has fascinated enthusiasts since the first
postage stamp was issued in Great Britain in 1840. Energy Philately is a specialized segment that
focuses on stamps showcasing various aspects of the energy sector, including petroleum oil and gas,
renewable energy, energy conservation, and environmental themes.

This meticulously curated exhibit presented a visual narrative of the energy industry, beginning with
geological surveys—depicted through land, underwater, and aerial exploration stamps. It then explored
key aspects of oil and gas exploration, showcasing stamps featuring drill bits, jack pumps, and refinery
operations, as well as tributes to scientific pioneers like Dmitri Mendeleev, whose Periodic Table
remains fundamental to petrochemical advancements.

The exhibit included historically significant energy-themed stamps from across the world, such as:

1. Centenary of the U.S. oil industry (1859-1959)

2. Centenary of the Indian petroleum industry (1889-1989)

3. The world’s oldest operational refinery at Digboi, Assam, India (120+ years)
4. India’s first refinery post-independence at Guwahati, Assam, India (1962)
5. The world’s largest single-location refinery at Jamnagar etc.

The natural gas sector was also well represented, featuring stamps highlighting milestones such
as RasGas of Qatar, LNG16/GNL16 (16th Conference) in Algeria, and India's LNG terminal at Hazira,
Gujarat and many more.
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The global energy industry’s vast reach was reflected through stamps issued on major international
oil and gas corporations, including Petrobras (Brazil), Petroleos Mexicanos (Mexico), Petroleo en Chile
(Chile), Nederlandse Antillen (Netherlands Antilles), and PDVSA (Venezuela).

India’s leading petroleum enterprises - ONGC, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd., Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd., Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd., and Reliance Industries Ltd., were also
prominently featured.

The power sector found representation through a commemorative stamp on Tata Power Ltd., while
nuclear energy was symbolized by the iconic ‘Atoms for Peace’ stamp, echoing the historic speech
delivered by U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower at the United Nations General Assembly on
December 8, 1953.
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The exhibit concluded with a strong focus on renewable energy sources, displaying stamps
dedicated to solar, wind, biomass, and geothermal power, with an overarching message of energy
conservation and sustainability.

IEW attracted over 70,000 energy professionals from around the world. From such a huge
gathering, there was significant turnout throughout all four days of IEW, at the display of Energy
Philately. Energy professionals from both international and domestic sectors including delegates,
policymakers, and students, visited and enjoyed the beauty and charm of unique Energy Philately. The
footfalls at Energy Philately were by who’s who of global energy canvas. There were experts from USA,
Russia, Tanzania, Italy, Abu Dhabi etc. They represented various energy companies and energy
service sectors viz. Indian Oil Corporation Ltd., Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd., Engineers India
Ltd., Maha Nagar Gas Ltd., Indian Oil-Adani Gas Pvt. Ltd., Technip Energies, Bechtel, etc. Rank wise
they ranged from students of energy management of premium management institutes to head honchos
of the corporate world — Managing Directors, Executive Directors, Presidents, Vice Presidents etc.

This remarkable exhibition was just a glimpse into the extensive collection of Kumar Biswas, a
dedicated Energy Philatelist. He is a member of the Petroleum Philatelic Society International, U.K.
(https://ppsi.org.uk/). His collection serves as a unique testament to the intersection of energy, history,
and philately, offering an insightful perspective on the evolution of the global energy landscape.

*kkkkkkkk

PS: More details about the Energy Exhibit is available at the blog, the link is as under:
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/2025/02/energy-philately-at-india-energy-week.html
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New Issues from Other Countries

GUERNSEY

250 Years - Nocolas Blondel Guernsey’s Clockmaker
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Issued on 19.02.2025

NORWAY

World Ski Championship

© SKIvM 2025
TRONDHEIM

SKI-VM 2025
TRONDHEIM
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SKI-VM 2025 = ~‘§6NDRE NORHEIM
TRONDHEIM 1825-2025

Issued on 26.02.2025
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SLOVENIA

European Capital of Culture - Nova Gorica and Gorizia

CAPITALE
EUROPEA

EVROPSKA
PRESTOLNICA 2025

DELLA CULTURA KULTURE

Nova Gorica + Gorizia

Nova Gorica + Gorizia

G0 2025
NOVA GORICA

NOVA GORICA
T80 EVROPE

Issued on 27.02.2025

SWITZERLAND

Our Solar System

URANUS

Issue date 06.03.2025
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GIBRALTAR

Year of Snakes

GIBRALTAR

Cats

Issue date 20.03.2025

LIECHTENSTEIN

National Archaeological Discoveries

@ Gibraltar @ Gibraltar

30!1@ 60p Qd

®Gibralar @ Gibralear
£1 £175

. '.'.
‘ =

® Gibraltar
90p

® Gibralear
£4

archiologische Ausgrabungen

Nationale

WEUROPA

28

Issue date 20.03.2025

Issue date 01.04.2025

Courtesy: Wopa+
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Mora Kumbh Mela-Prayayd

PRAYAGRAJ : 30 December 2024
Maha Kumbh Mela 2025

Pt ST ¢ SPECIAL COVER

___&\,L "@
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e
o 16012005
TOT-1 o0y Prmagnd

e Y (T e
Makar Sarikrwnel 340k Jooraary 2024}

PRAYAGRAJ : 14 January 2025
Makar Sankranti

I

PRAYAGRAJ : 27 January 2025
Importance of Snan - Kumbh Mela

PRAYAGRAJ : 03 February 2025
Basant Panchami

n ST & wrOAL COVR

New Special Covers

PRAYAGRAJ : 13 January 2025
Maghi Purnima 2025
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PRAYAGRAJ : 13 January 2025
Paush Purnima - A Heritage of Faith

N T o SHO0A COVN

SYaGrops, R

1501 ) e
PRAYAGRAJ : 15 January 2025
Allahabad Fort, Prayagraj

PRAYAGRAJ : 29 January 2025
Mauni Amavasya
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DONGARGARH : 06 February 2025
Samadhi Smarak Chandragiri Teerth

URUGUAY : 17 February 2025
Uruguary 2025 FIP World Stamp Exhibition
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URUGUAY : 21 February 2025
Uruguary 2025 FIP World Stamp Exhibition

NEW DELHI : 22 February 202
Yamunapex 2025 - Dist. Level Philatelic Exhibition
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urravot ot Szl Krerawer
Quiturs! Mariage af Jharkhand
17 PR e e

JAMSHEDPUR : 23 February 2025
JAMPEX-2025 - Cultural Heritage of Jharkhand

SHIMLA G.P.O. : 24 February 2025
37™ All India Postal Volleyball Yournament 2024-25

MANDI (H.P.) : 19 February 2025
International Shivratri Festival, Mandi

WA | 2028 JAWPEX . 2029

wut & pon ol W I
Rl AR
Colebenthag 101 yimsrn of encelbonen
S, Jurachodyesr Veaam b

JAMSHEDPUR : 22 February 2025
JAMPEX-2025 - 101 Years of SBI, Jamshedpur Br.

' v TN -'al
“é’-’»"'-'-:-m&-t &7 P
PRET SNAE B TR i ™
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GUDEKOQOTE : 24 February 2025
First Onake Obavva Utsava

e

2
%’ W g o Y i 414 o o7 IR
- Cotaboni g 118 Yascn of Fpwr Al 000 Lervien
PRAYAGRAJ : 28 February 2025
Celebrating 114 Years of First Air Mail Service

PRAYAGRAJ : 26 February 2025
Nagvasuki Temple _ Mahashivratri
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New Special Cancellations & PPCs

World Pulses Day Air Mail Day

%

Q2
u‘r‘
= :
Bengaluru Bengaluru
10.02.2025 18.02.2025
Uruguay 2025 FIP WSE Uruguay 2025 FIP WSE

Uruguay 2025 FIP WSE

Uruguay'
18.02.2025

Uruguay 2025 FIP WSE

19-02-2025 ‘%>
Uruguay Uruguay Uruguay
19.02.2025 20.02.2025 22.02.2025

Sprlng Festival 2025 Permanent Pictorial Cancellatlon

Chennai - Chennai General Post Office

22.02.2025 06.02.2025

Permanent Pictorial Cancellations

Jagdalpur Mahendragarh
12.02.2025 12.02.2025
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Forthcoming Events

MELBOURNE 2025

The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne,
Australia will be held in 2025.

Mg@ 20225 For more details: https://melbourne2025.com.au/
INTERNATIONAL  Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner
STAMP & COINEXPO - \WhatsApp +919351716969)
Email: shreetotal@gmail.com

EUROPHILEX-2025

The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will
be held at Birmingham. The extended dates of European Philatelic
Exhibition will be on 8" to 11" May 2025. This is the first time ever, Britain
has decided to move its international exhibition out of London. Birmingham
is the country’s second city, which is located in the centre of England,
surrounded by a massive population and several other large cities.

For more details: https://europhilex2025.co.uk/

SAVPEX-2025

- ehVPEYy 10" South African Virtual Philatelic Exhibition SAVPEX 2025 will be held in June
g~ 2025._ ‘!’he Iast_ date for _entries is on 3Q April 2025. There is no national
commissioner. Direct entry (josuav528@gmail.com)

1":1.._,#’ ' More details can be available at: https://stampssa.africa/

BOSTON-2026

BOSTON 2026 The FIP Patronaged 12" International Philatelic Exhibition of the United States
gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition Center
(BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026.

WORLD EXPO For more details: https://boston2026.org/
PHILA KOREA
f:ﬁ PHlLAm&&M The FIP patronage Specialised World Stamp Exhibition Phila

(Cog'ed ~| Korea 2025 will take place at Coex Magok lewest, Seoul, South
e KOREA 2025 Korea from 17 to 21 September 2025.

Mr. Kapil Gogri is the National Commissioner.
His email id is: kapilg25@hotmail.com, Mobile: +91.9821111140.

More details are available at https://philakorea2025.kr
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THAILAND 2025

FIAP Asian International Stamp Exhibition THAILAND 2025 will be held from
8t to 12™ August 2025 at The Grand Postal Building GPO, Krung Road, Bangrak,
Bangkok 10500, Thailand. The last date for entries is: 28 February 2025.

THHHILHT\.II] "EIE National Commissioner: Mr. Virendra Sharma
e o Mobile:9928570097. Email: virsharma@hotmail.com
Asst. Commissioner: Mr. Aditya Asthana

Mobile: 9582212130. Email: adityaasthana@live.com

More details can be available at: https://thailand-2025.com

AUSVIPEX 2025

N

N

The Australian Virtual Philatelic Exhibition (AUSVIPEX 2025) is a
groundbreaking virtual philatelic exhibition that brings together collectors, exhibitors,
and enthusiasts from around the world, embracing digital innovation while
celebrating the rich heritage of philately. The exhibition will be available for viewing
the public from 27 November 2025 to 28 February 2026.
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The frame fee of $20 per frame (multi-frame exhibits) or $25 (Electronic Literature entries) must
accompany the entry form.

Entries Close on: 28 September 2025

Website: https://ausvipex2025.com/

DUBAI 2026

FIP patronaged Specialised World Stamp Exhibition DUBAI 2026 will be held
,--® from 4™ to 8" February 2026 at Dubai UAE. The last date for receipt of
Z application is 31 July 2025.

Sl s U algn S eall
World Stamp Exhibition

National Commissioner: Mr. Rajesh Paharia E
Mobile: 9351716969. Email: shreetotal@gmail.com

More details can be available at: https://dubai2026wse.com

MACAO 2026

The FIP Patronage Specialised world Stamp Exhibition will be held at Cotai
Expo Hall A, The Venetian Macao, Taipa Macau SAR from 26 June 2026 to 1%
July 2026. Last date of accepting entries is 18 November 2025

*FEE;ECAU Details can be available at: https://www.macao2026.0org.mo/
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Stamp of the month

United Kingdom - £1 Postal Union Congress stamp, 1929

Price : USD 950

The £1 Postal Union Congress stamp is regarded one of the most
beautiful British stamps ever released. It was released in 1929. This
was only the second British commemorative stamp to be released. The
first were the British Empire Exhibition postage stamps from 1924 to
1925. This item was issued to commemorate the 1929 Postal Union
Congress in London. The £1 was designed by Harold Nelson and
contains an ornate design of Saint George and the Dragon, as well as
a picture of King George V. A good specimen of this remarkable
philatelic object sold for $950 at the Spink auction in June 2007.

Reference : https://findyourstampsvalue.com/rarest-stamps/most-valuable-great-britain-stamps

Philatelic Links Disclaimer

This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among
philatelists, free of cost. The contents of this bulletin are
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.
- Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of
www.phila-art.com the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability
www.indianairmails.com or completeness of the information.
www.bharatexotics.com
www.worldwide-mint.com
www.indiamintstamp.com Acknowledgement:
www.philamart.com

www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org
www.sipa.net.in

Rainbow Stamp News: Vol. XVIIl. No0.206 (Feb. 2025)
WWW.collectorbazar.wm Deccan Philatelist: Vol.24 Issue 2/2024
www.stampsofindia.com SIPA Bulletin. Vol.36 No.4 (Oct - Dec 2024)
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com Vadophil: No.178, 179, 180 (April - December 2024)
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com Filacap — online. No.264 (February 2025)

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com The Fila Capsule No.8 (September- October 2024)
www.indianphilately.net

www.exponet.info

www.indiapost.gov.in
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com Awards won
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com

www.indiastudycircle.org
www.vadophil.org
www.indianphilatelics.com
www.mintageworld.com
https://dharaastamps.co.in
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
www.philcent.com
www.bidcurios.com

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze

KERAPEX 2019: Silver

PWO EXPO 2022: Silver

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting)

AMRITPEX 2023: Silver
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

RULES AND REGULATIONS

The vision: To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged
in this Association

The mission:
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately,
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli
quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India

MEMBERSHIP FEE:

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/-
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only).

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1St April to 31St March.

2. LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable
in one instalment.

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/-
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).

Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18
years and paying the full membership fee.

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the
subscription within three months from the due date (1t April) shall cease to be a member.

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of
entrance.

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account. Account Name: ANANTHAPURI
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION. Account No: 32270854728 Bank: State Bank of India Branch:
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0O003826.

MONTHLY MEETING: We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road,
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram. Members attending the monthly
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue.

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM,
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948)
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Date: .........
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSQCIATION

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Reg No.: T-614/12
(Affiliated to Philatelic Congress of India)

Name in Capital Letters:

Date of Birth: Age: Affix Photo

Permanent Address: n CL?:: of
Membership

Address for Communication:

Email ID:

Telephone No: Mobile No:

Type of Membership: [ | Annual Membership

D Life Membership

Area of Interest:

DECLARATION

| have read the rules and regulations (over leaf) of the Association and |
promise to abide by them.

................ Signature of the Applicant

For Office Use:

Admitted on:

Membership No:
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta,
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