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Dear Friends, 
 

      The last state level exhibition in Kerala (Kerapex) was held in November 2019. It was being 
conducted regularly once every four years.  Now the five years have finished. Last year, Ananthapuri 
Philatelic Association gave a memorandum to Chief Postmaster General Kerala for conducting 
Kerapex in 2024. I understand that the decision was not yet taken till now.  As enthusiasts and 
collectors, we understand the significance of conducting Kerapex in promoting philately, fostering 
community engagement, and showcasing our shared passion.   
 
      All philatelic exhibitions offer a platform for collectors to share their knowledge, learn from others 
and appreciate the diverse world of stamps and postal history.  It also provides an opportunity for 
dealers, auction houses and other industry stakeholders to connect with collectors and promote their 
services. 
 
      The delay in conducting Kerapex has sparked concern among collectors and enthusiasts in the 
state.  Kerapex is one of the most anticipated events in the state philatelic calendar, this exhibition is 
eagerly awaited by many. 
 
      We look forward to the announcement of the exhibition and hope that it will continue to inspire and 
engage collectors in Kerala. 
 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 

 

 
 

Editorial 
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Dear Sir,  
 
      As usual the March issue of the Bulletin is a treasure trove of information. Special thanks to Mr 
Abhijit Dey for the meticulously curated article on Flowers & trees.  
 
Best regards,  
 

R. Rangarajan 
 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
      As usual Feb and March 2025, both issues are packed with philatelic information. 
 
      Particularly "Correspondence Chess through postal system" by Shri. K S Palani was a 
pleasant surprise. Though I used to play chess, I was not aware of "Correspondence Chess". The 
detailed explanation about the procedure, records and few examples in the article motivates the reader 
to study this theme further. Wonder if there are any past/present members of ICCF/USCF from India. 
It will be interesting to collect a few "Chess Cards" to/from India.  
 
      "Bright and Beautiful Botanical Art on Stamps' by Shri. Abhijit De is a visual and intellectual treat. 
The detailed description and introduction of the artists is an interesting read. 
 
      Thank you 
 
      Best regards 

Mohan Vaze 
Vadodara 

 

 

Dear Editor. 
 
      Again, a huge thanks from Norway, for another wonderful bulletin. I thank time when I read it, I 
enjoy reading it, and I can't get the next one fast enough. I hope philatelic friends in Pune, Ahmedabad, 
Mumbai and Rajkot read your bulletin. When I exhibited my Gandhi collection in Pune, I was treated 
like a "Maharajah". Indian Philately is a large part of my hobby. Looking forward to the next bulletin. 
 
      Best regards from Norway,  
 

Ole-Fredrik Olsen. 
 
 

 

Dear Reader, 
 

Your Feedback is most valuable to us. 
Please write your comments on this issue to: 

 
Apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

Readers’ Column 
 

mailto:Apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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G I Products of Bihar 

 

 
Denomination: Rs.5.00 x 5 

Issued on 11.03.2025 
 
 Mata Karma 

 
 

5th Battalion the Rajput Regiment 
 

 
Denomination: Rs.5 

Issued on 22.03.2025 
 

Denomination: Rs.5 
Issued on 25.03.2025 

 

New Indian Issues 
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Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 

Thiruvananthapuram 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com  

Mobile: 9387801948 

 

 

 

Anantha Nadam, 
 

a well reputed souvenir from 
Ananthapuri Philatelic 

Association 

 

 

Whether you are a budding or seasoned collector, this book is an invaluable 
resource for anyone passionate about philately 

This centenary 
commemorative 

edition features a 
collection of selected 

articles from  
the renowned 

philatelists, stories 
and memories that 

have been cherished 
by our readers  
over the years. 

Editor: P. Mohanachandran Nair 
Size: D¼ (28 x 22)  

Pages: 140 in colour 
 
 

Price: Rs.400. + Rs.70. (Shipping charges) 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com


                                                           Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.110/April 2025 

 

 

8 

 
 
 
 
VOTE FOR THE MOST POPULAR MUSIC STAMP 2024 
 
      Int. Philatelic Music Study Group, is conducting a voting  for selecting the most popular music stamp 
2024.  The details are given below: 
 

 
 
      The fact that stamps still play an important role as cultural ambassadors is repeatedly demonstrated 
by the selection of the topics, among which literature, music, or even a country's intangible cultural 
heritage occupy a significant space. Last year, 103 postal administrations and agencies issued 876 
stamps related to music and dance in the broadest sense. From this wide selection, the members of 
Motivgruppe Musik, the International Philatelic Music Study Group, have selected 66 stamps, which 
are available for voting for the most popular music stamp 2024 at the link www.motivgruppe-musik.com. 
As every year in spring, all collectors are now invited to vote for the most popular music stamp of the 
past year. Voting will continue until July 31, 2025. The designer of the most popular music stamp of 
2024 will be awarded the Yehudi Menuhin Trophy 2025. A philatelic gift will be raffled off among all 
participants who take part in the voting. 
 
 
PCI GOT A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT AS DONATION 
 
      The senior most philatelist and past president of Philatelic Congress of India 
(PCI) Smt. Damayanti Pittie donated a sum of Rupees Twenty Lakhs towards 
the corpus fund of PCI for use on specific purposes of activity related to Philatelic 
awards etc.  A cheque of Rs.20,00,000/- was handed over to Shri. Rajesh Kumar 
Bagri, Secretary and Mr. Surendra Kotadiya, Treasurer at the General Council 
meeting held on 27th March 2025.  
 
      The members attended in the said meeting, expressed their gratitude and 
appreciated her. 
                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                            Smt. Damayanti Pittie 

News in Brief 
 

http://www.motivgruppe-musik.com/


 

 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.110/April 2025 

 

 

9 

 



                                                           Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.110/April 2025 

 

 

10 

 
 

 

By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 

 

 
 

China - Red revenue large figures surcharge $1 on 3c stamp, 
1897 

 

 
 
Price : USD 878,908 
 
      One of the most appealing Chinese issues is the red revenue huge figures surcharge of $1 on a 3c 
stamp. According to philatelists, just 32 objects were published, and they have all survived to this day. 
The stamps were issued at a historically significant period of time. They were manufactured under the 
Qing dynasty, which transferred China's currency to dollars. A red revenue stamp with a dollar 
impression was issued to commemorate this change. Due to an error, the dollar was printed too small, 
and it was recently replaced with a bigger picture. A stamp with a tiny impression is quite valuable 
nowadays. It was sold in the Interasia auction held in June 2013. The stamp (shown here) with 
extremely vivid color, unworn with substantial original gum, was sold for $878,908. Spink auction house 
sold a beautiful copy of this uncommon stamp with fresh, vibrant color on white paper in January 2016 
for $669,934. The type A stamp with the "1 Dollar" surcharge partially concealing the text "Revenue" 
sold for $711,161 at the Interasia auction in December 2018. 
 
Reference : https://findyourstampsvalue.com/rarest-stamps/most-valuable-chinese-stamps  
 
 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.  Please send the matter in A4 size 

Word format.  Send the clear images in separate files. 

Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 

Stamp of the month 

 
 

https://findyourstampsvalue.com/rarest-stamps/most-valuable-chinese-stamps
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By Prof. V K Gupta 

 
This is the story of demonetization of Post-Independence anna system stamps. 
 

Archaeology Series: 
 
      Very few philatelists may be aware that initially design of Bull Seal of Harappa Mohenjo-Daro was 
selected for 6p (half anna) stamps. Department of Post and Telegraph published the image of 6p and 
other stamps for publicity and public consumption. (1) Mistake was soon realized that Harappa, 
Mohenjo-Daro are no more in India and falls in the territory of Pakistan. Bull design was replaced with 
Konark Horse design of Orissa.  
 

                
 
 
      The series of 15 stamps consisting of the following values of 3p, 6p, 9p, 1a, 3a, 3½ a, 4a,, 6a, 8a, 
12a, 1r, 2r, 5r,10r and 15r were released on 15th Aug, 1949. One Anna Bodhisattva was also issued 
in wrong posture. Design showed Buddha with left hand on knee, (known as die I). The error was 
corrected, now Buddha having his right hand on knee,(die II) and issued on 15th July 1950. 
 
 

  
Die I Die II 

 
 

Colour Changeling: 
 
 
      In 1949 the rate for foreign letters by sea/surface mail was four 
annas. A stamp of 4 annas was issued with Bhubaneswar Temple design 
in lake colour. To conform to UPU colour requirements, the stamp colour 
was changed to bright blue, on April 30th, 1951. 
 

      

Story of Anna Series Stamps 
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      Bodhgaya temple 3½ a stamp in blue colour was withdrawn, as it was no longer needed due to 
postal rate change. Now Bodh Gaya design was used for 2½ a stamp in lake colour issued on 30th 
April, 1951. 
 

         
 

      It may not be out of place to mention that eight of the archaeology series stamps, having values of 
6p, 1a (die II), 2½ a,  3a, 3½ a, 4a, bright blue, 8a and 12annas were overprinted  with  two 
horizontal  bars in black colour for Postal Training Centre,  Saharanpur.  
 

Second Series: Five Year plan, 1955: 
 
      Eighteen stamps were issued  on 26th January, 1955. The 10a, 14a, 1r2a and 1r8a stamps 
depicted Marine drive, Bombay, Kashmir Valley, Cape Comorin and Kanchenjunga  Himalayan range, 
respectively.  6a stamp theme was Malaria control. These above 5 stamps were in large size. 
Remaining 13 were small in size, and depicted agriculture, irrigation  dam, transport, cottage industries 
and some major industries etc. 
 

 
Five Year Plan 
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Decimalization of Stamps:   3rd Series: 
 
      India introduced decimal system for its currency, stamps, weights and measures in place of early 
anna - pie and other systems with effect from April 1, 1957. New system divided rupee into 100 units 
called Naya Paisa, in place of early units of 16 annas or 64 paisa. It resulted in issuance of 3rd  Naye 
Paise  Stamps Series on the date mentioned above. The series consisted of a single design having 
India map  in various colours and values. They were printed on multiple star watermark paper. 
Andaman Nicobar and Lakshadweep islands were not shown in the design. In 8np,15np and 90np 
which were issued on later dates; currency was written as np; in other values as N.P.(Capital Letters). 
 

  
NP - In capital letter nP - n in small letter 

 
Smooth Demonetization  
 
      World applauded smooth transition from British era and Indian State's systems of currency, 
weights, measures, postage stamps, revenue, court fees, radio license, entertainment tax and other 
fiscal instruments to new decimal system. It was not an easy process. It displayed India's resolve and 
commitment that " India can do it".! 
 
      To obviate pain arising from change, it was decided that for some time old anna system  as well as 
decimal system stamps, both  will be valid for postage etc. Combination covers are available in 
philately. 
 
      Billions of stamps and fiscal instruments were in public hands and were also lying in postal and 
government treasuries. Decimal stamps were in vogue since April 1, 1957. Anna system 
stamps  except 4a, 8a, 12a and 1r8a were demonetized with effect from October 1, 1959. These could 
be exchanged with stamps in decimal denominations up to Nov 30, 1959. (2). Ultimately old order 
changed to new. 
 

Remainder Stocks 
 
      Demonetization resulted into huge stocks of obsolete stamps. To destroy them would have caused 
loss of national resources. Therefore it was decided to use them as service stamps by government 
departments. Anna Series of odd values that could not be converted into full decimals, like ½ a, 1a, 3a, 
6a, 10a, 1r 2a were provided to government offices. Apart from these 1954 Postal Centenary stamp of 
1a and 1956 Tilak commemoratives and 1949 15r archaeology stamps also found their ways to 
government departments. 
 

Pilferage 
 
      Leakage of anna stamps to philatelic hoarders took place from government treasuries and offices 
due to lethargic monitoring and also due to  difficult and complicated process of fixing responsibility for 
government officials. Large quantities of demonetized anna and other service stamps pilferage was 
the order of the day. Philatelic holders used to pump supplies of such material to cater the demands 
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of  philatelic traders and philatelists, at a fraction of face values of these mint stamps. Yet philatelic 
world is grateful for genuine use of such material by public offices. Five Year Plan and high value 
stamps were also used for telegram purposes. Post-audit these telegrams affixed with stamps used to 
be torn and consigned to waste paper dealers from where they descended to philatelic market. 
 

Emergency and Philately  
 

 
 
      India had to bear onslaught of national emergency in 1975. It instilled the fear of being caught in 
the hearts of profiteers, black marketers and holders for their misdeeds. Fears caught philatelic 
hoarders too, who had acquired anna sheets etc. though dubious means. Unverified rumours in 
philatelic trade spread that  a part- time philatelic dealer who was also a government  teacher was 
caught and suspended. It created panic in the trade circle and terrified philatelic hoarders of being 
punished for illegal activities. They resorted to burning of anna and other philatelic material in their 
kitchen Chula and angeethi. Acquisition of such material could not have been justified by them. Gautam 
Arora of Delhi, a philatelist upon knowing these facts exclaimed, " Professor Saheb, the term philatelic 
hoarders is a very interesting phrase in philately. Philatelic Roti, right from Chula. What a cuisine ". ! 
  

References  
 
(1) Prof.(Dr.) V.K.Gupta had a magazine page in his library depicting Archeology Series stamps to be 
issued. It carried 6p stamp with design of Harappa Mohenjo daro seal. 
 
(2) Madhukar Jhingan and Savita Jhingan: Demonetization of India Stamps. Stamps of India  Collectors 
Companion. Issue # 511. February 23, 2012. www.stampsofindia.com 
 
(3) Naresh Kumar Pahwa. Philatelist. Jalandhar 
 
(4) Gautam Arora. Philatelist. Delhi. 
 

http://www.stampsofindia.com/
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By Kottai Surendran Palani 
 

What are QSL cards?   
 
      A QSL card is a card used to confirm in writing the reception of signals in the world of radio 
communications. The signal receiver sends the QSL card to the signal transmitter through postal 
systems. QSL cards travel within the country or across the countries depending on where the 
transmitter and receivers are located. 
 
Who uses the QSL cards?   
 

▪ Two Ham radio operators confirm signal receipts between them. Similarly, two citizens band stations use 

the QSL cards for two-way confirmations.  

▪ Radio listeners use QSL cards to confirm one-way reception of signal from AM radio, FM radio and 

Shortwave radio broadcasting station. 

      We all know it. Radio communications is a complex technical subject. This article intends to 
understand the QSL cards and related technicality in a simple manner, more from the perspective of 
collectors. 
 
The Name “QSL” 
 
      QSL card derived its name from the Q code "QSL". The Q-code is a standardised collection of 
three-letter codes that each start with the letter "Q". It is an operating signal initially developed for 
commercial radiotelegraph communication and later adopted by other radio services, especially 
amateur radio.  The three letter Q code followed by? means a question. Just three letter code means 
the answer. Few simple examples of Q codes are: 
 
QRA? 
QRA 

What is the name of your vessel (or station)? 
Answer: The name of my vessel (or station) is ____  

QBG? 
QBG 

Are you flying above cloud? 
Answer: I am flying above cloud at altitude ____ 

QTH? 
QTH 

What is your position in latitude and longitude? 
Answer: My position is ____ latitude, ____ longitude 

 
      Similarly, QSO? In Q code stands for “Can you communicate with (the transmitting station)?” QSL? 
stands for “Do you confirm receipt of my transmission? The answer QSL is “I am acknowledging 
receipt”. The acknowledgements are sent through postal systems using a card. That acknowledgement 
QSL cards are the subject of this article.   

 
QSL card Contents & Design 

 
      A typical QSL card is of the same size and made from the same material as a typical postcard. 
There is no fixed layout used for QSL card. The card prominently shows its own call sign (call signs 
are discussed in next section) and contains a set of standard information like 1. Transmitting radio’s 
call sign 2. Signal receipt date, 3. Signal receipt time, 4. Transmitter details, 5. Receiver details, 6. 
Remarks (a brief about the reception). 
 
      Each radio operator designs their own QSL post cards. They add attractive images, location maps, 
use different fonts and sizes and attractive colours. Some use embossing, some use silver print etc. It 
is this varying colour designs and illustrations make QSL cards attractive for the collectors.  

QSL Cards used in Postal System 
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Call signs 
 
      Each amateur radio station has a unique call sign. Call signs are in the international series and 
normally consist of a one/two-character prefix, a digit (which may be used to denote a geographical 
area, class of license) and a 1-3 letter suffix.  
 
      Following is the QSL card used by Amateur Radio Club, College of Engineering, Trivandrum during 
mid 1980s.  The call sign of the club was VU2TEC. The club is not active now. 
 

 
This image is from Wikipedia 

 
Call Book 
 
      A directory of radio station call signs is called a callbook. Callbooks were originally bound books 
that resembled a telephone directory and contained the name and addressees of licensed radio 
stations in each jurisdiction (country). Modern Electrics published the first callbook in the United States 
in 1909.  
 
      Today, the primary purpose of a callbook is to allow amateur radio operators to send a QSL 
confirmation post card to an operator with whom they have communicated via radio. An extract of a 
Call book is given below. 
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      Below we see six simple design QSL cards. They have their call sign in prominence and standard 
information of reception. 
 

 
 

      Although some QSL cards are plain, they are a ham radio operator's calling card and are therefore 
frequently used for the expression of individual creativity—from a photo of the operator at their station 
to original artwork, images of the operator's hometown or surrounding countryside, etc. Consequently, 
the collecting of QSL cards with especially interesting designs has become a frequent addition to the 
simple gathering of printed documentation of a ham's communications over the course of their radio 
career. 
 
      Below six QSL cards are designed attractively by the radio operators. 
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Cards are marked with red- colour alphabets and described below: 
 
Card A: KCC-1361 station in Pennsylvania thanks KDO-0476 station for their QSL. Shooting scene 
Illustration suggests the ham operator is also interested in shooting.  
 
Card B: KMA-4245 station in Bristol city, Connecticut illustrates a drawing of a girl doing wake 
surfing. Perhaps the operator is interested in wake surfing too. 
 
Card C: K8MVK Ohio station QSL card (1959) has picture of big bald eagle, now national bird of 
USA. 
 
Card D: K1ISJ New Hampshire station QSL card (1960) has picture of a boy operating ham radio in 
the night (moon seen from the window). 
 
Card E: K5GAY Texas station QSL card (1959) [placed sideways] shows states map of USA and 
indicates ‘MY QTH’ (my location) with red arrow in Texas state.  
 
Card F: WA0BTP Colorado station used colour-printed QSL card (1962) showing Evergreen Lake of 
Colorado. 
 
      These are just a few examples of attractive QSL cards in collection. There are approximately 3 
million ham radio operators across the globe. One can imagine variety of QSL cards being circulated 
amongst the Hams. 

 
Dayton Hamvention 

 
    Dayton Hamvention is one of the two largest amateur radio convention (or hamfest) in the world. It 
is held each May in the Dayton, Ohio area and draws attendees from various parts of the world. The 
first Hamvention was held in 1952.  
 
 
 
      This printed QSL card of W8UIV station 
states “See you at the Dayton Hamvention on the 
9th May1959” suggesting the pride for ham 
operators to attend the convention. 

 
 
QSL bureau helps saving Postage 
 
      Ham operators cab send QSL cards directly to an individual's address. But this can be more 
expensive for international mail. 
 
      Alternatively, operators can send the QSL cards through their country's QSL bureau, which is a 
centralized organization that collects and distributes QSL cards for that country. Outgoing QSL Bureaus 
offer postage savings by accepting cards destined for many countries and repackaging them into 
bundles that are sent to specific Incoming QSL bureaus who in turn sort the cards by localities and 
post them inland.  
 
      To know more about QSL via the Bureau, readers may watch the YouTube video on using the link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHDQqakYzIM 



 

 

Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.110/April 2025 

 

 

19 

Remarks on the QSL cards 
 
      Receivers write remarks to convey some information about the signal reception. Remarks written 
many years ago render themselves for an interesting reading and imagination for the collectors. We 
will see two interesting remarks on the QSL cards in collection. 
 

 

 
 

      1962 card remarks applaud good signal from W8VB6 
station.  
 
      In addition, the operator stated he was 15 years old 
boy! Soon he would be operating a new QTH in 
California and he had not got the new SQL cards ready 
yet. 

 
 
      This is an example of one-way reception confirmation card from 
Italy receiver in 2014 to The Radio Free Asia in Washington DC, 
USA (which broadcasts programmes in many Asian languages)  
 
      The remarks confirm Korean programme, listening about winter 
Olympics SOCHI 2014 and two male voices talked in Korean about 
the North Korea situation. The card further commended about 
quality, modulation clarity and transmitter stability. 

 
Current Status of QSL cards 
  
      Nowadays QSL confirmations are electronically made, which reaches the transmitter instantly. 
Many online QSL Bureaus and Services are available to the ham operators. However, practice of 
printing customized QSL cards and sending them through postal system is still in practice.  
 
      There are many QSL card designers and printers ham operators to print everything from simple 
and inexpensive cards, to fancy multi-colour glossy cards with custom pictures and text.  
 
      Some web sites offer to capture confirmations on screen and send a customised attractive QSL 
email to the transmitters. Readers may visit https://digiqsl.com/ to see how the reception info are 
captured to send QSL card email with custom backgrounds. 
 

Conclusion 
 

      While ham operators collect the QSL cards taking pride of their successful transmissions, 
philatelists also enjoy collecting postally used QSL cards and admire them for their attractive designs 
and contents.   

References: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QSL_card 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Call_sign 

https://www.qrz.com/page/qsl-corner.html 
 

Kottai Surendran Palani 
A-9-A, ASTA AVM 
K K Nagar, Chennai – 600078 
Phone: 98406 3706 
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Dr. M. K. Sudhakar. M.D.   
Medical Philatelist and Life Member, SIPA, Chennai  

 
      The world renowned Bacteriologist, Waldemar Mordecai Haffkine was born into an orthodox Jewish 
family on March 15, 1860 at Odessa, Russia. He studied at Gymnasium, Odessa (1872–1879) and 
later obtained his Diploma in Zoology from Novorossik University at Odessa (1879–1883). He served 
consecutively as Curator at Zoological Museum, Odessa (1883–1888) and Assistant Professor of 
Physiology at University of Geneva Medical School (1888–1889) and Bacteriologist at Louis Pasteur 
Institute, Paris, France (1889 –1993). He joined as Bacteriologist at the invitation of Government of 
British India and worked at the Imperial laboratories at Calcutta (1893–1896), Bombay (1896–1902) 
and Calcutta (1902–1914) to control cholera and plague epidemics. He established the Haffkine 
Foundation in 1914 to support the educational activities of Jewsih community. He spent his retirement 
at Boulogne Seine, France (1914 –1928) and Lausanne, Switzerland (1928–1930). He died on October 
26, 1930 at Lausanne, Switzerland 

 
Works 

 

      A world renowned bacteriologist who was trained by Illya Metchnikoff at Odessa and Louis Pasteur 
at France, he published 30 scientific papers on bacteriology. A proponent of prophylactic inoculation, 
he developed the Cholera vaccine on July 18, 1892 and Plague vaccine on January 10, 1897. He 
tested the vaccines on himself before advocating it to the public.    The development of vaccines and 
improvement of public hygiene significantly reduced the morbidity and mortality associated with 
Cholera and Plague epidemics in the Indian subcontinent. Joseph Lister, the Father of Antisepsis 
referred him as the “Saviour of Humanity”. 

 
Honours 

 

      He was conferred the Companion of British Empire by Queen Victoria for his efforts to control 
plague epidemics in Bombay Presidency. The Plague Research Laboratory established by him in 1899 
at Bombay was later renamed as Haffkine Institute in 1925 in his honour. The legacy of W. M. Haffkine 
has been philatelically commemorated by India Post and Israel Post  

 

 
 

(Fig1. India Post commemorated the 114th Birth anniversary of W. M Haffkine on March 16, 1964:  The dual 

coloured Commemorative Postage Stamp in the denomination of 15np features a portrait of W. M. Haffkine, the 

First Day Cover features the Haffkine Institute, Bombay and the cancellation  from Bombay GPO) 

Medical Philately - Waldemar Mordecai Haffkine (1860-1930) 
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(Fig2. An identical first day cover with cancellation  from Haffkine Institute, Bombay 400012) 
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(Fig 3,4,5,6,7. India Post commemorated the Diamond Jubilee of Haffkine Institute, Bombay in 1959.  

A special pictorial cancellation with the emblem of Haffkine Institute was provided for 5 consecutive days  

from January 10 to 14, 1959.) 

 

 
 

Fig.8. Israel Post commemorated the 64th death anniversary of W. M. Haffkine on February 08, 1994. The 

multicoloured Commemorative Postage Stamp in the denomination of 3.85 NIS features an image of the 

scientist and the First Day Cover features a page from his dairy titled 'What to do for Plague in India?' 
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By Piyush Khaitan, FPCI, FRPSL 
 
 

      Amsipex-25 is the 1st International Virtual Aerophilatelic & Astrophilatelic 
Exhibition, organized by the Air Mail Society India Foundation (AMSI) to celebrate 
World Air Mail Day on February 18. The event took place from February 15-23, 
2025, and was held virtually. (www.AMSIPEX.com). 

      AMSIPEX-25 received Patronage from the International Federation of Aero-
and Astrophilatelic Societies (F.I.S.A.) and the Philatelic Congress of India (PCI). 
It was also Jointly Sponsored by the American Air Mail Society and the Royal 
Belgian Astrophilatelic Society/COSMOS. Commercial sponsors were David 

Feldman (Gold), Robert A. Siegel (Gold) and Argyll Etkin (Silver) along with Philauctions (webinar 
sponsor) and Phila Arts (souvenir book sponsor). 

 

The Exhibition: 
 

      Entries were open to exhibitors from across the world featuring Aerophilately: Development and 
Operation of Airmail Services, Airmail stamps, and their use in Airmail Service, and Astrophilately: 
Exhibits related to space exploration and astronomy. 

      The exhibition was in various categories, including Competitive Class: 5 & 8 frame exhibits and 
1-frame exhibits; Literature Class; Youth: Youth Class: between 10-21 years in three age groups; 
Novice Class: Exhibits by new collectors in 1-5 frame exhibits. 
 

           
 

AMSIPEX-25 

The 1st International Virtual Aerophilatelic & Astrophilatelic Exhibition 

 
 

 

http://www.amsipex.com/
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Best Aerophilately Exhibit 

Jean-Daniel Ayache 

Best Astrophilately Exhibit 

Markand Dave 

Best Literature Class Exhibit 

Ronald M. Lee 

Best Novice Class Exhibit 

Sanjay Jagtap 
    

    
Best 1 Frame  

Aerophilately Exhibit 

Pragya Jain 

Best 1 Frame  

Astrophilately Exhibit  

Marianne Van den Lemmer 

 

Best Youth Class 

(10-15 years) 

Nandakishore H S 

 

Best Youth Class  

(16-18 years)  

Dhyana Shah 

 
 

Besides the competitive class, there was a Court of Honour with 3 outstanding exhibits (21 Frames) 
 

 
 

 
 

Mr. Bartos, Alec  
 
Exhibit Title:  
Space Stamp Design 
 
No of Frames: 5 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Mrs. Hopferwieser, Walter 
 
Exhibit Title: Space Mail 
 
No of Frames: 8 

 

 

 
 

 

Mr. Jain, Pradip 
 
Exhibit Title: Indian Airmails 
Developments & Operations 
(1911-1942) 
 
No of Frames: 8 

 

      The Invitee Class saw another 17 Exhibits & 70 Frames (8 from Jury & 9 other non-competitive). 
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All exhibits can be viewed at www.AMSIPEX.COM 

      Judging the exhibits: The exhibition followed FIP Guidelines for Judging Aerophilatelic Exhibits and 
for Judging Astrophilatelic Exhibits. The Jury comprised of 8 world renowned international experts in 
Aerophilately and Astrophilately and awards were given based on the exhibits' scores. 

 

    
Mr. Glen Stafford  

Aerophilately  

Australia 

Jury Chair 

Mr. David S. Ball 

Aero & Astrophilately  

USA 

Mr. Charles Bromser 

Astrophilately  

Australia 

 

Dr. Stefan Bruylants 

Astrophilately  

Belgium 

    
Mr. Madhukar Deogwanka 

Aerophilately 

India 

Mr. Walter Hopferweiser 

Astrophilately 

Austria 

Mr. Georgey Lovei 

Aerophilately 

Hungary 

Mr. Javaid Muhammad 

Literature 

UAE 

 
AMSIPEX-25 also introduced some innovations that were well appreciated by all: 
• Novice Class exhibits for persons who were otherwise ineligible participate in such events 
• Medals for eligible 1 Frame exhibitors 

 
World Air Mail Day Celebrations, 18th February 2025: 

      The Inaugural Function lasted 30 minutes, and started 
with a 2600 year old Sanskrit invocation known as Shanti 
Mantra (Sahana Vavatu) reminding us all to work as one 
for the pursuit of knowledge in a spirit of peace and 
brotherhood. 

      A Special Cover was then released to commemorate 
the 114th Anniversary of the first Airmail flight from 
Allahabad to Naini on 18th February 1911. Designed and 
Executed by Naveein O.C. and Akhil Reddy, the cover 
carried the special cancellation issued earlier that day from 
Prayagraj (erstwhile Allahabad) thanks to efforts of Rahul 
Ganguli and from Bengaluru thanks to help from the 
Karnataka Philatelic Society and its committee members.                 
 AMSIPEX-25 Medal 

http://www.amsipex.com/
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World Air Mail Day Special cover 

 

  

AMSIPEX-25 Souvenir eBook 

 

      The AMSIPEX-25 Souvenir Book was then released. Compiled and edited by Pragya Jain, this 
book is divided into three sections – All about AMSIPEX-25, expert articles on Indian Air Mails, and a 
technical section with rules and guidelines for aero- and Astrophilatelic exhibiting. This is available for 
free download from the AMSIPEX-25 website (https://www.amsipex.com/test1-361884.html). 

      The Jury Chair, Glen Stafford then read out the Jury Report and the exhibition results were 
announced with names of winners of all Special Prizes. The jury was divided into 3 teams, with Team 
1 led by Charles Bromser evaluated all the Astrophilately exhibits and the Novice exhibits, Team 2 led 
by Glen Stafford for the aerophilately exhibits and team 3 by Javaid Muhammad evaluated the literature 
exhibits. The high standards of the exhibits were also recognised by the Jury. 
 
      The AMSI Chairman, Piyush Khaitan then spoke about the importance of World Air Mail Day, and 
future plans of AMSI, the need for all air mail enthusiasts to work together to create renewed 
enthusiasm for this wonderful hobby. 
 
      This was followed by the announcement of the winner of the Air Mail Society India Foundation’s 
first Lifetime Achievement Award and inductee in their Hall of Fame, Ronald M. Lee. His 5 volume The 
Story of Australia’s Overseas Airmails was recognised and the citation recognizing Ron was read out 
by the chairman, followed by a video recording of Ron’s acceptance speech. 
 

 

https://www.amsipex.com/test1-361884.html
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Ronald M. Lee Lifetime Achievement Award Certificate 

 

     

List of the books published by Mr. Lee on Airmail 
 

      Pratisad Neurgaonkar proposed the Vote of Thanks where he thanked the patrons, jt. sponsors, 
commercial sponsors, jury, exhibitors the team work by the 10-member organizing committee. 

Worl Air Mail Day Webinar: 
The highlight of the day was the webinar featuring 6 Speakers & 5 hours of Non-Stop Fun on 
Aero & Astro Philately. 

• Terry Hare Walker - (Imperial Route to India 1972-29). 

• Markand Dave FRPSL - (Indian Rocket Mails during WWII Period). 
• Pradip Jain RDP FRPSL - (By the First Aerial Post of the world 18th Feb 1911). 
• Davis S Ball - (Pushing the Envelope). 
• Cheryl Ganz RDP FRPSL – (The Basel Zeppelin Post Exchange Office). 
• Ken Sanford – (Air Crashes of Imperial Airways). 

 

 

 
Name: Terry Hare-Walker  
Topic: Imperial Airways Route to 
India 1927–29 

 

 
Name: Markand Dave FRPSL 
Topic: Indian Rocket Mails during 
WWII Period. 

 

 
Name: Pradip Jain RDP, FRPSL 
Topic: By the First Aerial Post of 
the World. 18th Feb 1911 

 

 
Name: David S. Ball 
Topic: Pushing the Envelope 
 

 

 
Name: Cheryl Ganz RDP, FRPSL 
Topic: The Basel Zeppelin Post 
Exchange Office 

  

 
Name: Ken Sanford 
Topic: Air Crashes of Imperial 
Airways 
 

 

      Despite the long session, audience remained glued to their screens, and we had many 
participants. Each session was followed by a Q&A. Recordings of all these talks are being 
made available on the AMSI YouTube channel @HawaSaeByAir. Some have already 
been uploaded, and the rest will be posted during March 2025 
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Jury Feedback Session: 
      We had a Jury feedback session on Saturday 22nd February 2025 for Astrophilately & 
Aerophilately exhibitors, where the Jury for Team 1 & Team 2 provided feedback and suggestions to 
exhibitors on how to improve their exhibits. Questions were taken from participants and detailed 
responses were provided. 
 

 
 

Join 

Air Mail Society Indian Foundation (AMSI) 

Visit website 
https://www.airmailsocietyindia.org 

 

  

Annual Fee 

Indian Members INR 1,000 per 

annum Overseas Members US$15 

per annum 

 

 

Competitive Class Exhibits & Results 

(Arranged as per Exhibit Class and Last Name of Exhibitors) 

3.2.1.1. Aerophilately > Development and Operation of Airmail Services 
Exhibit 
Number 

Name of the 
exhibitor 

Country Title of exhibit Frames Marks Medal Special Prize 

E0091 
Abdulwahab, 
Nader 

Qatar 
Establishment And Development Of 
Iraq Air Mail Service (1916-1939) 

7 92 LG  

E0058 
Ayache, Jean 
Daniel 

France 
Airmail From And To New Caledonia 
1929-1949 

8 92 LG SP-1 (Winner - 
Best 

E0015 Callan, Brian Ireland 
Zeppelin Mail Posted On Board 1929 
To 1937 

5 91 LG  

E0027 Callan, Brian Ireland 
French And German Airships 1900 
To 1940 

5 84 LV  

E0050 
Ghose, 
Chandrajit 

India Rocket Mails Of India 1934 - 1937 5 79 V  

E0059 Minnaar, Emil South Africa 
Airmails Of The Rhodesias & 
Nyasaland Until 1946 

8 88 G  

E0052 
Misra, 
Dhirendra Nath 

India 
A Philatelic Journey With First Flights 
And Their Celebrations. 

5 66 S  

E0064 
Murjani, 
Sandeep 

India Air India - From Roots To Routes 5 75 V  

E0065 
Murjani, 
Sandeep 

India Indian Airlines 5 75 V  

E0062 
Nair, 
Mohanchandran 

India 
Development And Operations Of 
Indian Airmails (1911-1950) 

5 84 LV  

E0092 
Neugaonkar, 
Pratisad 

India Indian Airmails 1911 - 1938 5 92 LG 
SP-10 (Runner-up - 
Best Aerophilately 

E0014 P K, Kuruvilla India 
Indian Airmails - Evolution, 
Development And Operations (1911- 

5 81 LV 
 

E0033 Sanford, Ken USA Air Crash Mail Of Imperial Airways 8 89 G  

E0048 Wada, Fumiaki Japan 
Us Post Office Department/ Official 
Business Airmail, 1911~1945 

5 81 LV  

3.2.1.2. Aerophilately > Development and Operation of Airmail Services 
Exhibit 
Number 

Name of the 
exhibitor 

Country Title of exhibit Frames Marks Medal Special Prize 

E0040 
Biswas, 
Debatanu 

India 
British Royal Air Force (Raf) – A 
Journey Through Covers 

5 67 S  

E0019 Dave, Markand India The 1929 Air Mail Stamps Of India 5 90 LG  

 
 

 AMSIPEX-26 is planned for 14th to 21st February 2026  

             Information will be posted on www.AMSIPEX.com in April 2025. 

http://www.airmailsocietyindia.org/
http://www.amsipex.com/
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3.2.2. Astrophilately 

Exhibit 
Number 

Name of the 
exhibitor 

Country Title of exhibit Frames Marks Medal Special Prize 

 
E0068 

Bartos, Vadim- 
Alexandru 

 
Romania 

Soviet International Manned Space 
Flights 

 
5 

 
90 

 
LG 

SP-5 (Runner-up - 
Best Astrophilately 
Exhibit) 

E0020 Dave, Markand India The Rocket Mails Of India 1934-44 5 92 LG 
SP-2 (Winner - 
Best Astrophilately 
Exhibit) 

E0090 Jhingan, Savita India From India To Space 5 83 LV  

E0016 
Oppens, Bart 
Van 

Belgium Space : An Eternal Frontier ? 5 85 G 
 

3.2.3.1. Youth Class - Collectors aged 10-15 years 

Exhibit 
Number 

Name of the 
exhibitor 

Country Title of exhibit Frames Marks Medal Special Prize 

 
E0069 

HS, 
Nandakishore 

 
India 

 
Astrophilately 

 
1 

 
61 

 
SB 

SP-11 (Winner - 
Best Youth Exhibit; 
Age 10- 15 yrs) 

 

3.2.3.2. Youth Class - Collectors aged 16-18 years 

Exhibit 
Number 

Name of the 
exhibitor 

Country Title of exhibit Frames Marks Medal Special Prize 

 
E0066 

 
Shah, Dhyana 

 
India 

The Cross-Border Aviation - First 
Flights Between Nations 

 
2 

 
78 

 
V 

SP-12 (Winner - 
Best Youth Exhibit; 
Age 16- 18 yrs) 

3.2.4. Novice – Aerophilately & Astrophilately related 
 

Exhibit 
Number 

Name of the 
exhibitor 

Country Title of exhibit Frames Marks Medal Special Prize 

E0041 
Behera, 
Prakash India Apollo-Soyuz Test Project 3 70 LS 

 

E0080 Bhaumik, Malay India 
Gliding Briskly - Throgh The Trails Of 
Human Flight 

5 70 LS 
 

E0083 Bhaumik, Malay India The Fascinating World Of Helicopters 3 66 S  

E0067 
Bhujade, 
Chandrakant 

India German Rocket Mail 1 55 B 
 

E0086 Jagtap, Sanjay India 
Indian Rocket Mails (Rocket Pioneer 
Stephen Smith - A Memoir) 

3 75 V 
 

E0087 Jagtap, Sanjay India Indian Pigeon Mails 1 83 LV 
SP-4 (Winner - 
Best Novice Class 
Exhibit) 

E0042 
Mehra, 
Gauresh 

India Kourou To Comets Via Darmstadt 1 74 LS 
 

E0043 
Mehra, 
Gauresh 

India Halley'S Comet Stamp Art 1 63 SB 
 

 

E0044 
Mehra, 
Gauresh 

 

India 
Halley’S Comet: The Science, 
Narratives And Business Around The 
Halley’S Comet 

 

5 

 
76 

 
V 

SP-13 (Runner-up - 
Best Novice Class 
Exhibit) 

E0045 
Mehra, 
Gauresh 

India 

Common Design Templates In 
Halley'S Comet 1985-86 Stamps & 
Covers 

1 63 SB 
 

E0047 Mehra, Sushil India 
Simplified Classification Of Indian 
Aviation Covers 

1 70 LS 
 

E0071 
Chandan 
Sengupta 

India 
Tale Of Two Cities Start Of London 
Calcutta Airmail Services: July 1933 

3 74 LS 
 

E0073 Thapar, Raman India Aerogrammes Of The World 3 50 CP  

E0078 Thapar, Raman India First Flight Covers Of The World 3 63 SB  

E0079 Thapar, Raman India 
Rocket Mails And Covers Flown In 
Military Aircrafts 

3 60 SB 
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Exhibit 
Number 

Name of the 
exhibitor 

Country 
Title of exhibit 

Frames Marks Medal 
Special Prize 

E0038 Agrawal, 
Naresh 

India 
Labelling Air Mail 

1 63 SB 
 

E0026 Ganguli, Rahul India 
Letters Got Wings 

1 71 LS 
 

E0029 Ganz, Cheryl USA 
Basel Zeppelin Posts 

1 93 LG 
 

E0053 Gupta, Parvesh 

Kumar 

India 
Postal Meter Panels 

1 64 SB 
 

E0054 Hargreaves, 
Chris 

Canada 
Wings Over Winnipeg, Canada 

1 85 G 
 

E0074 Jain, Pradip India 
England -India-Australia Ross Smith 
& Beyond 

1 91 LG 
 

E0076 Jain, Pradip India 
...By The First Aerial Post Of The 
World 

1 91 LG 
 

 

E0075 

 

Jain, Pragya 

 

India 

1929 Airmail Stamps - The First 
Airmail Stamps Of India 

 

1 

 

94 

 

LG 

SP-8 (Winner - 

Best 1 Frame 

Aerophilately 

E0077 Jain, Pragya India 
Picture Postcards Flown In The First 
Airmail Flight Of The World 

1 86 G 
 

E0034 Kahn, Serge France 
Thor Solberg'S Odyssey 

1 90 LG 
 

 

E0028 

Lemmer, 

Marianne Van 
den 

 

Belgium 

Space Dogs - The First Soviet 
Superstars 

 

1 

 

82 

 

LV 

SP-9 (Winner - 

Best 1 Frame 

Astrophilately 

E0051 McEntyre John Canada 
The Development Of Official 
Canadian International Airmail Routes 
1928-42 

1 82 LV 
 

E0082 Natarajan, 

Kiran 

India 
Fairwell India '44 - The final 'Greeting' 
Airgraphs of India Command 

1 85 G 
 

E0063 Paharia, Rajesh India 
Civil Airgraphs Service In India 

1 84 LV 
 

 

E0021 

Quickenborne, 

Marc Van 

 

Belgium 

Living Beyond The Space Frontier - 
Sergei Krikalev 

 

1 

 

81 

 

LV 

SP-7 (Runner-up - 

Best 1 Frame 

Astrophilately 

Exhibit) 

E0046 Riccitelli, Flavio Italy 
The Greeting Cards At Reduced Rate 
By L.A.T.I. During The Christmas 

1 84 LV 
 

E0060 Sasidharan, 

Saijindralal 

India 
Artificial Satellite 

1 66 S 
 

E0055 Schmied, 

Christian 

Switzerland 
Animals In Space 

1 74 LS 
 

E0056 Schmied, 
Christian 

Switzerland 
Apollo-Soyuz Test Project - Astp 

1 70 LS 
 

E0057 Schmied, 
Christian 

Switzerland 
Lifting Bodies 

1 71 LS 
 

E0030 Seth, Vinod India 
Aero Philately 

1 65 S 
 

E0039 Subramanyam, 

Satish 

India 
The First Flight Cover 

1 62 SB 
 

E0036 Ydell, Fredrik Sweden 
The Swedish Atlantic Flight 1929 

1 90 LG 
 

 

E0035 

 

Ydell, Fredrik 

 

Sweden 

Scadta - Danish Consulate Stamps 
And Mails 1925-1928 

 

1 

 

94 

 

LG 

SP-6 (Runner-up - 

Best 1 Frame 

Aerophilately 

Exhibit) 
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3.2.6.1. Philatelic Literature – Aerophilately & Astrophilately related 
 

Exhibit 
Number 

Name of the 
exhibitor 

Country Title of exhibit Frames Marks Medal Special 
Prize 

 
L0002 

 
Callan, Brian 

 
Ireland 

Graf Zeppelin Lz-127 South America 
Airmail 1930 To 1937 

Literature 
Class 

 
86 

 
G 

SP-29 
(Honourable 
Mention - 
Literature 
Class 
Exhibit) 

L0001 
GIACCARDI, 
Francesco Italy Aerophilately Atlantic Balbo'S Cruises 

Literature 
Class 

85 G 
 

 
L0012 

 
Lee, Ronald 

 
Australia 

The Story Of Australia's Overseas 
Airmail Vol 1- The Beginning Via India 
1934. 

Literature 
Class 

 
91 

 
LG 

SP-3 (Winner - 
Best Literature 
Class Exhibit) 

 
L0013 

 
Lee, Ronald 

 
Australia 

The Story Of Australia's Overseas 
Airmail Vol 2 - The Rapid Advances 
Between 1934-1939 Of England To 
Australia Airmail 

Literature 
Class 

 
90 

 
LG 

 

L0014 Lee, Ronald Australia 
The Story Of Australia's Overseas 
Airmail Vol 3 - World War II : 1939 - 
December 1941 

Literature 
Class 

89 G 
 

L0015 Lee, Ronald Australia 

The Story Of Australia's Overseas 
Airmail Vol 4 - Part 1 - World War II : 
December 1941 - Recovery 1954 

Literature 
Class 

88 G 
 

L0016 Lee, Ronald Australia 
The Story Of Australia's Overseas 
Airmail Vol 4 - Part 2 - World War II : 
December 1941 - Recovery 1954 

Literature 
Class 

88 G 
 

L0009 Mehra, Sushil India Advertising Jrd’S Aviation Dream 
Literature 

Class 
65 S 

 

L0011 Mehra, Sushil India Carried Covers Of India 
Literature 

Class 
71 LS 

 

L0005 Sanford, Ken USA Air Crash Mail Of The World 
Litrature 

Class 
85 G 

 

L0010 Wada, Fumiaki Japan 
National Air Mail Week/ May 15-21, 
1938 

Literature 
Class 

77 V 
 

L0006 
Wadhwa, Capt. 
Vijay 

India 
Celestial Chronicles- Stellar 
Impressions 

Literature 
Class 

76 V 
 

 

3.2.6.2. Philatelic Literature – Aerophilately & Astrophilately related > Aero and Astro philatelic 

Periodicals 
 

Exhibit 
Number 

Name of the 
exhibitor 

Country Title of exhibit Frames Marks Medal Special 

Prize 

L0008 
Agrawal, 
Naresh 

India Aero Philatelic Articles-4 Nos 
Literature 

Class 
71 LS 

 

L0017 
Hargreaves, 
Chris 

Canada The Canadian Aerophilatelist 
Literature 

Class 
82 LV 

 

L0007 Sanford, Ken USA La Catastrophe 
Literature 

Class 
84 LV 

 

 

3.2.6.3. Philatelic Literature – Aerophilately & Astrophilately related > Aero and Astro philatelic Web 

Sites 

Exhibit 
Number 

Name of the 
exhibitor 

Country Title of exhibit Frames Marks Medal Special 

Prize 

L0018 Thapar, Sahil India Stampdigest.In 
Literature 

Class 
70 LS 
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ROMANIA 
 

Hoopoes 

 
Foxes 

 
 

 

 

 
Issued on 19.03.2025 

 
Issued on 12.03.2025 

 

 

 GREAT BRITAIN 
 

 
JERSEY 

 

Myths and Legends 

 

Architectural History 
 

 
Issued on 27.03.2025 

 

 

 
 Issued on 27.03.2025 

Courtesy: Wopa+  
 
 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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SRINAGAR S O : 24 February 2025 

Djari Devi Temple, Pauri Garhwal 
 

SIKKIM : 03 March 2025 
90 Years of Sikkim Rocket Mail (1935-2025) 

 

  
GANGTOK : 04 March 2025 

Blue Duke -The State Butterfly of Sikkim 
DEHRADUN : 07 March 2025 

Jatamansi 
 

  
GANDHI NAGAR : 09 March 2025 

Golden Jubilee of Amar Mahal Museum, Jammu 
 

SHIMLA GPO : 09 March 2025 
St. Edwar’s School, Shimla 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ananthapuri Philatelic Association launched its new online trading platform 

APA Exchange WhatsApp group 
 

Join us and explore the joy of stamp collecting 

 

Follow this link to join APA Exchange WhatsApp group: 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EuotljvVI7aACYjRxsVyet  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Special Covers 
 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/EuotljvVI7aACYjRxsVyet
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International Women’s Day 2025 

Acharya Shri 108 Kunthusagar  
Muni Maharajji 

 

  
 

Nagpur 
08.03.2025 

Dimapur 
08.03.2025 

Humcha 
13.03.2025  

 
India - ICC Champions Trophy Winner 

 

 
  

Mumbai 
10.03.2025 

Raipur 
10.03.2025 

Gandhi Nagar 
19.03.2025 

 
50th Birth Anniversary of 

Dr. Puneeth Rajkumar 

 
International Day of Happiness 

 
 

 
World Water Day 

   

Bengaluru 
17.03.2025 

Bengaluru 
20.03.2025 

Nagpur 
22.03.2025 

 
PERMANENT PICTORIAL CANCELLATIONS 

 

    
Baikunthapur 
03.03.2025 

Achanakmar 
03.03.2025 

Gariaband 
03.03.2025 

Rajpur (SIJ) 
03.03.2025 

New Special Cancellations & PPCs 
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MELBOURNE 2025 

      The postponed FIAP recognised International Exhibition at Melbourne, 
Australia will be held in 2025. 
 

      For more details:  https://melbourne2025.com.au/ 
 

Shri. Rajesh Paharia is the National Commissioner  
(WhatsApp +919351716969) 

                        Email: shreetotal@gmail.com  
 
EUROPHILEX-2025 

      The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 will 
be held at Birmingham.  The extended dates of European Philatelic 
Exhibition will be on 8th to 11th May 2025.  This is the first time ever, Britain 
has decided to move its international exhibition out of London.  Birmingham 
is the country’s second city, which is located in the centre of England, 
surrounded by a massive population and several other large cities. 

 
      For more details:  https://europhilex2025.co.uk/ 
 
 
SAVPEX-2025 

 
      10th South African Virtual Philatelic Exhibition SAVPEX 2025 will be held in June 
2025.  The last date for entries is on 30 April 2025.  There is no national 
commissioner.  Direct entry (josuav528@gmail.com) 
 
      More details can be available at:  https://stampssa.africa/ 
 

 
BOSTON-2026 

 
      The FIP Patronaged 12th International Philatelic Exhibition of the United States 
gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition Center 
(BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026. 
 
      For more details: https://boston2026.org/ 
 

 

PHILA KOREA 
 
      The FIP patronage Specialised World Stamp Exhibition Phila 
Korea 2025 will take place at Coex Magok lewest, Seoul, South 
Korea from 17 to 21 September 2025.   
          

      Mr. Kapil Gogri is the National  Commissioner.  
      His email id is:  kapilg25@hotmail.com, Mobile:  +91.9821111140.   
       
      More details are available at https://philakorea2025.kr 

Forthcoming Events 
 

https://melbourne2025.com.au/
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
mailto:josuav528@gmail.com
https://boston2026.org/
https://philakorea2025.kr/
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THAILAND 2025 
 
      FIAP Asian International Stamp Exhibition THAILAND 2025 will be held from 
8th to 12th August 2025 at The Grand Postal Building GPO, Krung Road, Bangrak, 
Bangkok 10500, Thailand.  The last date for entries is:  28 February 2025.   
 
National Commissioner: Mr. Virendra Sharma 
Mobile:9928570097. Email: virsharma@hotmail.com  
Asst. Commissioner: Mr. Aditya Asthana 
Mobile: 9582212130. Email: adityaasthana@live.com    

 
      More details can be available at:  https://thailand-2025.com  
 
 
AUSVIPEX 2025 

       The Australian Virtual Philatelic Exhibition (AUSVIPEX 2025) is a ground 
breaking virtual philatelic exhibition that brings together collectors, exhibitors, and 
enthusiasts from around the world, embracing digital innovation while celebrating 
the rich heritage of philately.  The exhibition will be available for viewing the public 
from 27 November 2025 to 28 February 2026.   

      The frame fee of $20 per frame (multi-frame exhibits) or $25 (Electronic Literature entries) must 
accompany the entry form. 

Entries Close on: 28 September 2025 

Website: https://ausvipex2025.com/ 

   
DUBAI 2026 

 

      FIP patronaged Specialised World Stamp Exhibition DUBAI 2026 will be held 
from 4th to 8th February 2026 at Dubai UAE.  The last date for receipt of 
application is 31 July 2025. 
 

National Commissioner: Mr. Rajesh Paharia E 
Mobile: 9351716969. Email: shreetotal@gmail.com  
 
      More details can be available at: https://dubai2026wse.com  
 
 
MACAO 2026 

 
 
      The FIP Patronage Specialised world Stamp Exhibition will be held at Cotai 
Expo Hall A, The Venetian Macao, Taipa Macau SAR from 26 June 2026 to 1st 
July 2026.  Last date of accepting entries is 18 November 2025 
 
Details can be available at: https://www.macao2026.org.mo/  
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:virsharma@hotmail.com
mailto:adityaasthana@live.com
https://thailand-2025.com/
https://ausvipex2025.com/
mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://dubai2026wse.com/
https://www.macao2026.org.mo/
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AMSIPEX-2025 HONOURED ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 
      The Airmail Society of India Foundation (AMSI) conducted its 1st Virtual International Aero & Astrophilatelic 
exhibition AMSIPEX-2025 from 15 to 23 February 2025.  Prior to the exhibition we did a vast coverage of 
Amsipex through our publication Ananthapuri Stamp bulletin. This was honoured by Amsipex 2025 by giving us 
a certificate and beautiful memento.   
 

              
 
      In this connection we would like to express our sincere appreciation for the honour bestowed upon us. Many 
many thanks to the Amsipex team. 

 
SYDNEY STAMPS AND COINS EXPO 2025 
 
      Our folowing members participated in Sydney Stamps and Coins Expo 2025 and won awards. 
 

Name Title of the Exhibit Award 

 

 
Sushil Mehra 

 
 
1.  An Early Portrait of Bengaluru 

 
 

Vermeil 

 

2. ⁠ A Post Office Adventure along the British Indian Railway 

 
Large Silver 

 

 
Gauresh Mehra 

 
 
1.  Halley’s Comet - The Science Narratives and Business around 
     the Halley’s Comet. 

 
 

Large Silver 
 

 

2. ⁠ Glimpses of Bombay. 

 
Large Silver 

 
      Hearty congratulations dear members.  
 
 

 

Association News 
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Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 

www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org  
www.sipa.net.in  
www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
www.indiamintstamp.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   

 

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVIII. No.207 (Mar. 2025) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.24 Issue 2/2024 
SIPA Bulletin. Vol.36 No.4 (Oct - Dec 2024) 
Vadophil: No.178, 179, 180 (April - December 2024) 
Filacap – online. No.265  (March 2025) 
The Fila Capsule No.8 (September- October 2024) 
 
 

 
 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 
 

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment 

 
For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue 

For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 
 

 

For details contact: 9387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org/
http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
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Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 

Choorakkattupalayam, Chalai P.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695036 


