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Dear Friends, 
 

      We are thrilled to announce that Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin has got another feather in its cap.  In the 
recently concluded Europhilex 2025 International Exhibition, our bulletin was awarded with a Large Silver 
medal.  On this occasion, we would like to extend our sincere gratitude to our loyal readers and talented 
contributors.  Your support and contributions have been instrumental in making our magazine a grand 
success. 

 

      I am also extremely happy to inform you that the Department of Posts (DoP) are now taking a vital role 
in strengthening philately across the country. The first one is that it has taken the decision to establish 
philatelic clubs across all circles.  A circular No. P-46/26/2024-Phil-Dopdated 28.3.2025 has been sent to 
all the circles in this regard.  The club will focus on developing strategies aligned with national goals, 
organizing workshops, seminars, exhibitions and engaging with various interest groups.  It will also propose 
special covers, picture postcards and postage stamps, contributing to the development of philately at the 
state and national level.  Accordingly, in Kerala Circle, such a philatelic club has been started and its first 
meeting was convened on 21st May 2025. 

 

     The second one is the decision to organize philatelic exhibitions on the theme of the First War of 
Independence at all philatelic bureaus in all Postal Circles aligned with key dates or occasions 
commemorating the 1857 war of independence. This effort will not only promote philately but also serve as 
a tribute to India's freedom fighters.  The DoP deserves appreciation for taking this initiative, which will 
surely inspire a new generation of philatelists and history enthusiasts. 

 

      Kudos to the Department of Posts. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:9387801948 

 

 

Editorial 
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Dear Sirs, 
 
      Thank you for another interesting and informative edition of your journal. I particularly enjoyed 
reading the article on Travancore wrappers which filled a gap in my knowledge of the postal history 
of this princely state. These, I must confess, were new to me despite a fifty year interest in Indian 
Philately. 
 
      Thank you for all of your hard work in producing the Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin, 
 
All the best, 

Ken Attwood 
(Vice-Chairman of the Newquay Philatelic Club) 

Newquay, Cornwall, UK 

 
Dear Editor, 
 
      Reading this latest issue from my American home, I am envious of the robust philatelic 
community that you possess.  Additionally, the article on Travancore wrappers is a must-read and 
retain for reference material experience.  Lastly the short mention of the thoughtful philatelist who 
circulated within India a complimentary book of material of the 1854 1/2 Anna lithograph made me 
wish that I was such a lucky recipient.  What a great issue.  What a great philatelic community. What 
a great country. 
 
      Best, 

Mark Miller 
Swampscott, MA USA 

 

 

Dear Editor, 

      A new angle is given by R. Balaji of Thiruvananthapuram in Readers Column published in issue 
no.111 in respect of 1949 definitive 1a Bodhisattva die I stamp, as published in article Story of Anna 
Series Stamps (Issue 110). He considers that Die I and Die II both were intentional issues, instead 
of calling Die I as error Issue. 

Prof.(Dr.) V.K.Gupta  

 
 

 

Dear Reader, 
 

Your Feedback is most valuable to us. 
Please write your comments on this issue to: 

 
Apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

Readers’ Column 
 

mailto:Apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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Birth Centenary of Legends  
 

 
 

Denomination: Rs.5.00 x 5 
Miniature Sheet: Rs.25.00 

Issued on 01.05.2025 
 
 

125 Years of Kodaikanal 
Solar Observatory  

50 Years of Statehood of 
Sikkim 

 

300th Birth Anniversary of 
Ahilya Bai Holkar 

 

 

   
Denomination: Rs.5.00 
Issued on 01.05.2025 

Denomination: Rs.5.00 
Issued on 20.05.2025 

Denomination: Rs.5.00 
Issued on 31.05.2025 

 

New Indian Issues 
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Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 

Thiruvananthapuram 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com  

Mobile: 9387801948 

 

Our Souvenir “Anantha 
Nadam” is set to be 
released on 16 August 
2024 at the inaugural 
function of APEX-2024. 

This centenary 
commemorative 
edition features a 
collection of selected 
articles, stories and 
memories that have 
been cherished by 
our readers over 
the years. 

Whether you are a budding or seasoned collector, this book is an invaluable 
resource for anyone passionate about philately 

Editor: P. Mohanachandran Nair 
Size: D¼ (28 x 22) 

Pages: 140 in colour 
Only limited copies are printing 

Price: Rs.300. 
Free shipping within India 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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KERALA CIRCLE PHILATELIC CLUB FORMED 
 

      In continuation to the circular No. P-46/26/2024-Phil-DoP dated 28.03.2025 issued by ADG 
(Philately), Department of Posts, Philately Division, Dak Bhavan, New Delhi, Kerala Circle had 
formed a Circle Level Philatelic Club.  Its first meeting was held at 11.00 am on 21st May 2025 in 
the Senior Postmaster’s chamber at Thiruvananthapuram GPO. 

 

 
 

      Eleven philatelists from different parts of the state participated in the meeting. It discussed 
various objectives and made an outline of activities to be done. The meeting was presided by 
Senior Postmaster, Thiruvananthapuram GPO.  Deputy postmaster and other officials were also 
present in the meeting.  Dy Postmaster Shri. Sujith welcomed the participants and Shri. Jacob 
Philip, Treasurer APA made a vote of thanks.  The meeting concluded at 1.10 pm. 

 

PHILATELIC EXHIBITION OF FIRST WAR OF INDIAN INDEPENDENCE 

 

      The Director General Postal Services vide his circular letter No. P-35/5/2025-Phil-DoP dated 
2nd May 2025, instructed all CPMGs in the country to organize Philatelic Exhibitions on the theme 
of the 1857 War of Independence at all philatelic bureaus in the country.  The objective of this 
exhibition is to educate the public, especially the youth about the significance of the First War of 
Indian Independence through philately.  The Circular also requests to arrange interactive philatelic 
activities for students, such as quiz contests, stamp design competition and guided exhibition 
tours. 

 

      Invite local philatelists and philately enthusiasts to participate, display collections and share 
insights on the historical significance of related philatelic materials.  The date of exhibitions can be 
planned and executed to align with key dates or occasions commemorating the 1857 war of 
independence. 

 

INDIA POST SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED DRONE DELIVERY 

 

      India Post successfully completed a pilot drone delivery from 
Karjat post office to Maharashtra’s automobile-free hill station 
Matheran.  The operation was executed on 2025 May 16 by Amber 
Wings, an IIT Madras incubated drone brand under Ubifly 
Technologies, cutting a 1.5-hour journey to just 15 minutes, 
carrying a 9.8 kg payload of parcels and postal items.  The drone 
returned with 9.1 kg parcels on the same day.  

 

      This marks a significant step in India Post’s pursuit of smarter 
and faster last-mile delivery, bringing services closer even in the 
most challenging routes. 

News in Brief 
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ONE FRAME COMPETITVE EXHIBITION BY KPS 

 

      Karnataka Philatelic Society (KPS) organized a one-frame competitive exhibition to its student 
members.  The exhibition was conducted from 1st to 31st May 2025 at Sandesh Museum, 
Bangalore.  The age group prescribed was 6 to 15 years.  KPS members Mr. Santhosh and Mr. 
Varaprasad acted as judges and Mr. Jagannath Mani was the coordinator of the exhibition. 

 

      Fifteen student members participated in it and the following students came in first three places. 

 

1. Katyayani Madhukar  -  78 Marks 

2. Vishesh P V -  64 Marks 

3. Avyay Tivari  -  59 Marks 

 

   
 

      To cherish the memories and encourage the kids, the Department of Posts, Karnataka Circle 
under the leadership of Shri. Rajendra Kumar IPoS, Chief PMG, Karnataka Postal Circle honoured 
the exhibitors with certificates and mementos for their participation in the presence of Shri. Sushil 
Mehra, President of KPS and Shri. Akhil Reddy, Secretary of KPS.  Karnataka Philatelic Society 
will also honour the young exhibitors. In its next monthly meeting. 

Courtesy: Jagannath Mani  

 

NEW BOOK ON GI TAG SPECIAL COVERS LAUNCHED 

 

      India has a rich tradition of geographically indicated (GI) products, with examples spanning 
various categories like agricultural goods, 
textiles, handicrafts, and more.  The 
Department of Posts has issued a lot of 
special covers featuring these GI tagged 
products.  Shri. C. Senthilkumar from Chennai 
who is an eminent philatelist, compiled these 
covers in a book titled “Guardians of Heritage”.  
This book was released on 28th May 2025 at 
Anna Centenary Library, Kotturpuram, 
Chennai. Ms Mariamma Thomas, CPMG, 
Tamil Nadu Postal Circle released the book by 
handing over to Shri. Rolands Nelson, 
President, SIPA.  Shri. Amarchand, Past 
President, SIPA, Author Shri. Senthilkumar 
and the publisher Mrs. Mohanapriya 
Senthilkumar were present at the occasion. 
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AMSI ZOOM MEETING 

 

      The next Air Mail Society of India Foundation zoom meeting will be held on 
29th June 2025.  Mr. Glen Stafford (FIP Jury Fellow & Chairman, FIP 
Aerophilatelic Commission) will take a Workshop on Aerophilatelic Exhibiting.  
The meeting will start at 2.30 PM in India, 11.00 AM in Paris, 10.00 AM in 
London, 7.00 PM in Sydney.  This event is open to all and is free of charge. 

 
      Zoom Meeting link: https://tinyurl.com/AMSIzoommeeting 

                                 Meeting ID: 92135274549 

                                 Passcode:125235 

 

PCI PHILATELIC TRUST INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL HELP FOR 2025-26 

 
      The PCI Philatelic Trust invites applications for financial assistance for the year 2025–26. A total 
amount of ₹80,000 has been earmarked for distribution, with no single project getting more than half 
of this sum. The Trust aims to support 2 to 3 projects aligned with the objectives of the Trust as 
detailed below.  The last date of receipt of application is 31st October 2025 

 
How to Apply: Interested individuals or organizations may apply by submitting a formal application 
as per the prescribed Grant Request Letter Format via email to: pratisadn@gmail.com 
 
      The PCI Philatelic Trust, a not-for-profit organization, was registered on 12th March 1992 with 
eminent philatelists Mr. D. N. Jatia and Mr. P. M. Medhora as its founding trustees. Since then, 
respected figures in Indian philately including Mr. D. M. Mehta, Mr. P. Gupta, Mr. Ajeet Singhee, 
and Mrs. D. M. Pittie have served as trustees. 
 
On 15th March 2024, the Board of Trustees was reconstituted with the following members:  
 

Mr. Piyush Khaitan – Chairman 
Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkar – Secretary & Treasurer   
Mr. Madhukar Deogawanka – Trustee 
Mr. Santosh M.S. – Trustee 
 
Objectives of the Trust:  The primary aim of the PCI Philatelic Trust is to promote the study, 
research, and dissemination of philatelic knowledge.  
 

Specific objectives include: 
 

• Supporting study and research in various branches of philately including traditional, 

thematic, aerophilately, astrophilately, fiscal philately, and more. 

• Organizing and supporting philatelic exhibitions, seminars, lectures, courses, and workshops 

• Publishing philatelic literature including books, journals, brochures, and audiovisual material. 

• Assisting in the establishment of philatelic libraries, museums, and reference collections. 

• Offering scholarships, prizes, and awards to encourage philatelic research and excellence. 

 
For more details: 
 

PCI Philatelic Trust 
14, Patel Terraces, Lane No. 6, 884 Bhandarkar Rd, Pune 411004  
 
Email: pratisadn@gmail.com I www.pciphilatelictrust.weebly.com  

https://tinyurl.com/AMSIzoommeeting
mailto:pratisadn@gmail.com
mailto:pratisadn@gmail.com
http://www.pciphilatelictrust.weebly.com/
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By Nisarg Sutaria, Ahmedabad 

 
 

China - Large Dragon Stamp, 1878 
 
 

 
 
Price : USD 118,526 

 
     The big dragon was perhaps China's first stamp. It was implemented when the country's modern 
mail service began in 1878. With these stamps, letters were distributed to ordinary people. Prior to 
this, correspondence was only available within the army. Three stamps were printed, collectively 
known as the "large dragons". Different coloured dragons indicated different values, such as 1, 3, 
and 5. A vertical pair of Large dragon stamps (shown below), extremely good and fresh, untouched 
without gum, sold for $118,526 at the Inter Asia auction in December 2017. In December 2018, the 
same auction house sold another excellent pair of these rare stamps for $88,895. In January 2018, 
a sheet of twenty-five 1ca green Large Dragons sold for $498,849 at Spink's Chinese stamp auction. 
The lot is from the third setting and has good margins as well as a reasonable amount of original 
gum. 
 
Image Reference: https://www.stanleygibbons.com/collecting-stamps/dispatches/first-china-stamps 
Text Reference: https://findyourstampsvalue.com/rarest-stamps/most-valuable-chinese-stamps 
 
 

 

Articles are invited to publish in this magazine.   

Please send the matter in A4 size Word format.   

Send the clear images in separate files. 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Stamp of the month 
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By K Sridhar, Mangalore 
 
 
      This article continues exploring India’s Joint Stamp issues with various countries across the 
world. 
  
      In Part #2 of this article, we will explore the unique collaborations and themes highlighted in the 
India-South Africa joint stamp release, emphasizing the historical importance of these 
commemorative stamps. 
 
 

2. India – South Africa Cooperation (1995)… 
 
About the twin stamp release… 
 
      On 2-oct-1995, India and South Africa jointly commemorated the 125th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi by issuing a set of twin stamps.  Both countries released identical stamps featuring 
portraits of Gandhi – one from his early years and another from the later part of his life.   
 
      India issued se-tenant stamps and a souvenir sheet with matching designs, while South Africa’s 
version included a stamp of young Gandhi without a denomination and a souvenir sheet stamp 
without the white margin seen it its pane-issued counterpart.   
 

 

  
 

The Souvenir sheet from the India – South Africa 

Cooperation stamp issue features  

stamps bearing Mahatma Gandhi’s signature  

in English and Hindi. 

 

The Souvenir sheet from the South Africa -  

India Cooperation stamp issue includes  

a 1.40 South African rand stamp featuring  

Mahatma Gandhi’s signature in English. 

One Design, Many Nations –  

The Beauty of Joint Stamp Issues… 
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From Pietermaritzburg to Peace… 
 
      Mahatma Gandhi began his political and civil rights journey in South Africa, where he spent 21 
formative years confronting racial discrimination, particularly against the Indian community.  His 
personal experiences of injustice, such as being thrown off a train despite holding a valid ticket, 
deeply impacted him and led to the development of Satyagraha, a philosophy of nonviolent 
resistance.  This principle would later become the foundation of his leadership in India’s struggle for 
Independence. 
 
 

 

  

 

 Bottom-right corner South Africa   

– India standard postage stamp 

without denomination 
 

Bottom-right corner South Africa – 

India stamp with face value of 1.40 

South African rand 
 

 

      During his time in South Africa, Gandhi witnessed the widespread and institutionalized 
discrimination faced by all non-white communities. Society at the time accepted the strict separation 
of races, with white people enjoying privileges while black, brown, and coloured people were denied 
basic rights. Gandhi believed such treatment was morally indefensible. While most people remained 
silent, he chose to challenge the system with courage and conviction. 
 

India - South Africa Cooperation stamp 
 

 

    

 

 Top-left corner stamp Top-right corner stam  
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 Bottom-left corner stamp 

 
Bottom-right corner stamp 

 
 

      Using peaceful and nonviolent means, Gandhi organized mass protests against racist laws. He 
did not respond with hatred but instead acted with compassion and a deep belief in reforming even 
the oppressors. His struggle in South Africa helped shape his worldview and laid the moral and 
strategic groundwork for his future leadership in India. 
 
 

 
 

The First Day Cover of the India – South Africa issue features cancellation mark of the 

Pietermaritzberg Railway Station, where Mahatma Gandhi’s historic journey towards  

Satyagraha first began. 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.112/June 2025 

 

 

 

 

16 

      The lessons Gandhi learned in South Africa became powerful tools in his campaigns for social 
equality, economic self-reliance, and political freedom in India. His legacy later inspired South 
African leaders like Nelson Mandela, who adopted similar ideals in the fight against apartheid.  
 

 
 

The Cover of the South Africa - India Cooperation features a cancellation mark of the Joint issue. 

 
 

 
 

South African picture postcard featuring the Pietermaritzberg Railway Station. 
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      Like Gandhi, Mandela believed in reconciliation over retaliation and worked to build a just and 
inclusive society. Together, their lives and values continue to serve as global symbols of 
nonviolence, justice, and the unity of humankind. 
 

 
 

Error stamp of the India – South Africa Cooperation Joint issue. 

 
      Thus, the commemorative joint twin stamp release of Mahatma Gandhi by India and South Africa 
symbolizes the deep and historic ties between the two nations. These commemorative stamps paid 
tribute not only to Gandhi as a 
visionary leader but also to the 
universal ideals he 
championed—justice, unity, 
and compassion. The gesture 
reflected a shared commitment 
to the values of nonviolence 
and human dignity that 
continue to inspire movements 
across the world. It also 
reaffirmed the legacy of 
solidarity and mutual respect 
forged through the common 
struggle against injustice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                            

Brochure of India – South 

Africa Cooperation Issue  
 
 
 

To be continued in Part #3 
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M.Lokeswara Rao I.F.S (Retd.) 

      Lepakshi finds mention in the Ramayana. Lepakshi is also part of the Ram Van Gaman Path 
(also known as the Rama Exile Path). Lepakshi, a small village, was recently in the news because 
the Honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi visited the Veerabhadra Temple in Lepakshi, 
Andhra Pradesh, before the consecration ceremony of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya on January 22, 
2024. Nestled in the Sri Sathya Sai district of Andhra Pradesh, India, Lepakshi lies 15 km east of 
Hindupur, and 120 km north of Bengaluru, India. The village is renowned for the magnificent 
Veerabhadra Temple, a testament to the architectural prowess of the Vijayanagara rulers who built 
it in 1530 AD. 

  
India Post 2025 Lepakshi Picture Post Cards 

      Dedicated to Lord Veerabhadra, a fierce and powerful manifestation of Lord Shiva, the Lepakshi 
Temple complex encompasses three principal shrines: one honoring Lord Veerabhadra, another 
dedicated to Lord Shiva, and a third to Lord Vishnu. The sanctum sanctorum of Lord Veerabhadra 
is particularly noteworthy, showcasing intricate architecture characterized by monolithic structures, 
elaborate carvings, and awe-inspiring mural paintings within the temple walls. These artistic marvels 
are believed to be the work of skilled artisans from the Vijayanagara dynasty. The temple exhibits 
Vijayanagara-style architecture, adorned with intricate carvings and paintings on nearly every visible 
surface. The vibrant fresco paintings showcase intricate details in bright colors, depicting scenes 
from the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, and the Puranas. The grandeur of the Lepakshi Temple is 
largely attributed to the vision of two brothers, Virupanna and Veeranna. This architectural gem was 
constructed during the reign of Achyuta Devaraya, a flourishing period for the Vijayanagara Empire 
between 1530 AD and 1542 AD. Virupanna, who enjoyed the favour of Achyutaraya, played a pivotal 
role in bringing this temple to life. 

      Popular belief intricately links Lepakshi to the era of the Ramayana. Legend has it that during 
his search for Sita, Lord Rama encountered the wounded mythical bird Jatayu at this very location. 
In Telugu, the name 'Lepakshi' translates to 'Rise, oh bird'—a poignant tribute to Jatayu, the 
colossal, vulture-like mythical bird who valiantly fought Ravana as he carried Sita to Lanka on his 
Pushpaka Vimana. It was here that Jatayu informed Lord Rama and his brother Lakshmana about 
Sita's abduction by Ravana, advising them to journey south towards the seashore to reach Lanka. 
Rama asked the bird to continue his journey to Ravana's flying chariot. It is believed that Jatayu 
followed Ravana till the end of land and fell on a hill in Chadayamangalam, Kerala where he 
breathed his last. The spot where Jatayu fell the first time is now known as the Lepakshi temple 
getting its name from Ramayana. 

Ramayana and Lepakshi 
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     The spot where he died is now converted into a famous "Jatayu park" with a gigantic and 
gorgeous sculpture of the brave bird. Subsequently, Lord Rama granted Jatayu moksha, liberation 
from the cycle of death and rebirth. The Lepakshi temple is also revered as the place believed to 
have preserved the footprints of Goddess Sita. Furthermore, the temple town is home to several 
ancient shrines devoted to Lord Shiva, Vishnu, Raghunath, and Rama, and these shrines contain 
captivating narratives from Hindu mythology. 

     In 1975, India Post released a special cover of Lepakshi with a pictorial cancellation of the 
Lepakshi Nandi. In 2025 May PMG Andhra Pradesh Circle released six pictorial post cards “Sacred 
stones of History: Six Historic Wonders from the glorious Past of Lepakshi” with respective  pictorial 

cancellation on the back side of each  postcard and 
released  a permanent Pictorial Cancellation of Nandi.  
Each card has  Quick Response (QR) code or 
Augmented Reality (AR) allows users to experience a 
more immersive and interactive  real environment. The 
author visited Lepakshi in 2024 some of the photographs 
shown here. 

India Post 1975 special cover with a pictorial cancellation of 

the Lepakshi Nandi. 

      Sita Devi Foot: The "Sita Pada" at Lepakshi Temple marks the spot where Sita Devi's foot 
touched the ground. This site is linked to the legend of Jatayu's fight with Ravana. Sita's footprint is 
found beside the Hanuman plaque and the Kalyana Mantapa of the Veerabhadra Temple. Legend 
narrates that when Ravana abducted Sita, and Jatayu pursued him, Sita's foot touched the ground 
in Lepakshi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
India Post  2025 Pictorial Post card depicting Sita Devi Foot and pictorial cancellation 

of Sita Foot on the back side of the postcard.   
 

Photograph of Sita Foot , photo by author M.Lokeswara Rao 

 

 
      During their time in the wilderness, when the bird Jatayu intervened, Ravana fought him on this 
hill. Jatayu, whose wings were severed and wounded, is said to have drawn water from the very 
spot where Sita's foot had touched the hill. He drank this water to sustain himself until Rama arrived, 
to whom he conveyed information about Ravana's abduction of Sita before passing away (attaining 
salvation). An intriguing aspect of this footprint is its consistently moist nature; even when wiped dry, 
it soon becomes wet once more. The site attracts devotees due to its profound spiritual and 
mythological significance. 
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Hanging Pillar: The Lepakshi temple in Andhra Pradesh is famous for its "hanging pillar," a gravity-
defying stone pillar that doesn't touch the ground, creating a small gap between its base and the 
floor. This pillar is one of the 70 pillars in the main hall, The Hanging Pillar is inside a grand hall, 
which is supported by 70 other pillars. What makes this particular pillar special is that it doesn't quite 
touch the ground and cloth and paper can be passed and looks as if freely suspended in the air and 
its unique design has captivated visitors for centuries. The hanging pillar is a prime example of the 
temple's unique features and a testament to the skill of ancient builders.  There’s a small visible gap 
between its base and the floor that gives the pillar an impression as if it’s floating, defying all the 
rules of gravity. 
 

               

       
      Legends and mysteries. There are several legends around the Hanging Pillar. One popular myth 
says that it was constructed deliberately this way to highlight the intelligent craftsmanship of the 
artisans of that era. But the current situation suggests that the reason behind it might be a result of 
seismic activity or an engineering work gone wrong during its construction. Till date, the Hanging 
Pillar at Lepakshi Temple remains shrouded in mystery. It continues to baffle and draw tourists and 
history enthusiasts from across the world. 
 
      Kalyana Mantapa (Marriage Hall) : The Kalyana Mantapa is  also known as the Marriage Hall, 
The Kalyana Mandapa, open structure  nestled in the tranquil southwest corner of the inner 
enclosure at Lepakshi Temple, the Kalyana Mandapa's 38  pillars are adorned with intricate carvings 
that depict 
various forms of 
Lord Shiva and 
scenes from 
Hindu 
mythology 
Gods, 
Dhanwanthari, 
and the eight 
Dikpalakas. 

   

India Post  2025 Pictorial Post card depicting hanging pillar  and 

pictorial cancellation of hanging pillar on the back side of the postcard.  

Photograph of hanging pillar full pillar and base of the pillar.   

Photo by author M. Lokeswara Rao 
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       Naga Ganesha  : Stunning Lord Naga Ganesha, also intricately carved from a single stone. A 
serpent is gracefully wrapped around the Lord’s belly. At Ganesha’s feet, you’ll find his beloved 
vehicle, a charmingly carved mouse. 

     

 

      Naga Linga Carving: The Nagalinga carving at Lepakshi temple,  awe-inspiring monolithic 
Shivalingam, standing at a remarkable 20 feet in height, is a sight to behold. It is covered by the 
protective hoods of a majestic Nāga, with a three-coiled, seven-hooded snake (Naga) creating an 
enchanting tableau. The sculpture is located within the Veerabhadra temple complex at Lepakshi. 
The Nāga Lingam has become one of the most picturesque and captivating spots within the temple 
premises,     

                

 

India Post  2025 Pictorial Post card 
depicting Naga Linga Carving and 

pictorial cancellation of Naga Linga 

Carving  on the back side of the postcard.   

Photograph of Kalyana Mantapa photo by 

author M.Lokeswara Rao 

      Nandi (Monolithic Bull) : The Lepakshi Temple boasts a mammoth monolithic Nandi statue, 
carved from a single granite rock. This awe-inspiring sculpture stands at 15 feet in height and 27 
feet in length, showcasing the exceptional craftsmanship of its creators, the exquisite Vijayanagara-
era sculpture. They are now on UNESCO's tentative World Heritage list.  The Monolithic Bull, located 
at the town's entrance about 1 km from the temple, is one of the largest single-stone Nandi 

India Post  2025 Pictorial Post card depicting Naga Ganesha and pictorial cancellation of Naga Ganesha  

on the back side of the postcard.  Photograph of Kalyana Mantapa photo by author M. Lokeswara Rao 
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sculptures in India. It is also an archaeological site. It is carved out of red granite. It is regarded as 
one of the finest  

      
             

             

 

 

 

India Post  2025 Pictorial Post card depicting Nandi  and pictorial 

cancellation of Nandi on the back side of the postcard.  

 

Photograph of Kalyana Mantapa photo by author M. Lokeswara 

Rao 

specimens of the architecture of Vijayanagar. There is a Telugu song on Lepakshi Nandi for students 
in Andhra Pradesh “Lepakshi basavayya lechi ravayya:  song ( Lepakshi Nadi please raise and 
come).   

     
 

India Post 2025 Permanent Pictorial Postal Cancellation depicting Nandi on inland letter and postcard. 

      Post crossing welfare society of India has released in 2025  a pictorial post card depicting Nandi 
with permanent pictorial cancellation of India Post. 

 

Post crossing welfare society of India has released in 2025  a 

pictorial post card depicting Nandi with permanent pictorial 

cancellation of India Post. 

      Jatayu Theme Park is an attraction in Lepakshi, 
Andhra Pradesh, India. Jatayu is a large vulture/Gidd 
mentioned in the Hindu Epic Ramayana. As per the Epic, 
it fell down from the skies in this village. The park has a 
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small hill of rocks. There is a statue of the bird on the 
highest point of the rocks. There are two sections at the 
top, the view point with a small temple-like structure, and 
the highest point where the actual statue of the Jatayu is 
installed. 

Jatayu Theme park during sunset.  

Photo by author M. Lokeswara Rao 

 

      Honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi visited Lepakshi, Andhra Pradesh ahead of the 
consecration ceremony of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya on 22 January 2024.   He has completed 
the 11-day special ritual for the consecration of the idol of Lord Ram at the Ayodhya Ram temple.The 

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi performed 
darshan and puja at Veerbhadra Temple in 
Lepakshi, in Andhra Pradesh today. Shri Modi 
heard verses from the Ranganatha Ramayan in 
Telugu and witnessed the tale of Jatayu visually 
presented through the traditional shadow 
puppetry art form from Andhra Pradesh known as 
Tholu Bommalata. 
 

Honourable Prime Minister Listening to  the 

Ranganatha Ramayana and also seeing  a puppet 

show on the Ramayan”at the Veerbhadra Temple, 

Lepakshi 

 

Photo source: www.pib.gov.in/Press Release Page.aspx?PRID-1996705 

The Prime Minister posted on X:(Twitter) 

      “For all those who are devotees of Prabhu Shri Ram, Lepakshi holds great significance. Today, 
I had the honour of praying at the Veerbhadra Temple. I prayed that the people of India be happy, 
healthy and scale new heights of prosperity.” 

      “At the Veerbhadra Temple, Lepakshi heard the Ranganatha Ramayana and also saw a puppet 
show on the Ramayan.” 

 

 References 
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By Abhijit De, Philatelist, Chennai 
 

      A big advantage that we , as stamps collectors, got after the Postal Authorities of most nations 
diversifying from issue of a large number of Personality based stamps, is  that one  got to  know 
about many other non- personality related subjects and themes .Themes  like the culture and 
traditions of the many Societies ,Races and  peoples who make up the citizens of a nation  ,  wildlife, 
history, geography , fashion, food etc. which are some of these types of themes. These diversified 
themes make stamp collecting an even more   interesting hobby, then it was before this decision.   
Some of these stamps are also more colourful and well-designed compared to Personality themed 
stamps.   
 
      Therefore, from my collection of stamps, I thought of sharing and writing about stamps related 
to the subject of the Toda’s of the Blue Mountains in the Nilgiri District of Tamil Nadu State, India; 
and the Tatar’s of the Tatarstan Republic   of The Russian Federation. Since these Social groups  
have managed to maintain their traditions despite the many changes around them , these stamps 
give us an unique look into customs and traditions that can be traced back  to a thousand or more 
years ago.  
 
TODAS OF THE BLUE MOUNTAINS 
 
      The Blue Mountains is the section of the Western Ghats where the well-known Indian Hill Station 
of Udagamandalam, which was earlier known as Ootacamund or Ooty, is located. The District in 
Tamil Nadu within which this Hill Station is located is called Nilgiris/Nilagiris, which, when translated 
from Hindi to English means Blue Mountain, as the word Neel/Neela means blue, and the word Giri 
means mountain peak. This is the revenue district within which the indigenous population of the 
Todas reside. This District is also famous for the UNESCO World Heritage Mountain Railway called 
Nilgiri Mountain Railway. (There are totally 3 Mountain Railways in India which are part of   UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites. The other 2 are, Darjeeling Mountain Railway, and Kalka-Simla Railway) A 
stamp issued by India Post on this “toy train” Railway, which passes along a lovely, scenic path via 
other well-known stations like Coonoor, Ketti, Lovedale, etc. before it reaches Ooty, is shared here. 
This Nilgiri Mountain Railway is the only railway system left in India using the “Cog” railway track 
system, to enable the engine to climb the steep gradients found on its route. (Very few other 
countries, like Switzerland, Austria and USA, still  use this  railway system presently). A US definitive 
stamp from its series on “historical transportation” (issued in the 1990s), showing a Cog Railway  
engine, is shown here.     
 

                

India’s Todas of The Nilgiris  And Russia’s  Tatars of 

Tatarstan 
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      The Nilgiri, or Blue Mountain area is named after a blue flower called Kurunji or Neelkurunji 
(Strobilantes Kunthiana), in Tamil and Malayalam, and these plants are found in the Shola forests 
located on the slopes of the Nilgiri Mountain range.  The Kurunji flower is unique because it blooms 
only once in 12 years. Moreover, this flower blooms only in between the heights of 1300 meters to 
2400 meters. The first blooms were recorded in 1838, and there after in 1850 etc, and recently in 
2006, 2018 etc. When the Kurunji flowers bloomed in 2006, India Post issued a M.S. and stamp on 
Kurunji Flower, which is shown here.  
 

 

    
 

 

      The Nilgiri mountains also features some unique local animals like the greatly endangered Nilgiri 
Tahr (this stamp is from the 9th Definitive series issued from 20th July 2000) and the Lion Tailed 
Macaque (part of a stamp set of 2, issued on October1, 1983). 
 
      The Todas co-exist in this beautiful area of Tamil Nadu State alongside other communities like 
Kota, Badaga, Kurumba, and 14 other tribal groups. However, India Post have issued different 
stamps only on the Toda people so far from among these communities, so we are confining this 
article to the Toda community only. The Toda community has attracted disproportionate attention 
from social anthropologists, because of their appearance, manners and Customs, which details also 
form part of this article.  
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      India Post had issued a stamp set on 4 well know indigenous social communities of India (titled 
Tribes of India), on 30th May 1981 (The other 3 Tribal groups in the stamp set are - 1. Bhils, which 
social community  live in part of  Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat & Chhattisgarh States.); 2. 
Dandami Maria of Bastar Region of Chhattisgarh State; and 3. Khiamngan / Khiamniungan Naga of 
Nagaland). The 4th stamp issued on the Toda community is shared here. The facial features and 
quality of hair of the Toda lady featured here shows some of the distinctive features that 
differentiates this community from others. Since the community is small, most of them are well 
known to the local residents of that area. I am therefore  informed by a person who lives there  that  
name of the person featured in this stamp, is Evonne /Yvonne, a Christian name given to her as  
her father had converted to  Christianity. However many  Todas continue to follow the old, traditional 
ancestral religious  practices. They live a relatively isolated life, as their dwellings are located only 
in the higher areas of the Nilgiri Mountain range.  
 
      The photograph for this stamp was taken and submitted by Mr. S. Theodore Baskaran, who 
retired as Chief Postmaster General of Tamil Nadu Circle, Post & Telegraph Department, 
Government of India. Born in 1940, he continues to be active in the field of film history and wildlife 
conservation, and was also involved in the production of 2 other stamp sets for India Post- sets on 
Indian cattle breeds, and Indigenous dog breeds.   
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      The Todas are a pastoral (but not a nomadic) community who are unlike others in that 
geographical area, because of their physical features, including a longer nose than average,  and 
colour of the skin. and because they are strictly lacto-vegetarian (depending on cereals  and milk 
products for their diet), which are some of the points that  make them different from the other natives 
that live in that geographical area.  
 
      They have a close relationship to the buffaloes they rear , tend and  revere,  because their 
creation myth states that  even before men were created, the buffaloes were created by God, after 
which men were created, followed by women.  Recent studies place them as immigrants who came 
to the Indian shores about 3000-3500 years ago. They were first noticed and mentioned by a 
Portuguese priest named Finicio  in the year 1602, when he had stayed in The Nilgiris area for a 
few days. The Toda’s next contact with modern civilization apparently took  place  only after the 
British East India Company annexed The Nilgiris in 1799. 
 
TODA CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS  
 
      Toda Buffaloes also form part of another tradition, as they are sacrificed after a funeral in  order 
to accompany the deceased in the afterlife. An object that always accompany the dead are the 
eating utensils, each of which set is considered personal, and not used by others even after washing 
them. As shown on the cachet of the above Special Cover of October 1994,Toda elders are treated 
with great  respect, and greeted  by lifting their right foot and placing it on one’s head in order to get 
their blessings.  
 
      Homespun cotton shawls of a similar pattern and design are worn by both sexes, to protect 
themselves in the cool climate of the Nilgiris. These black and red embroidered shawls have one 
end  tied around the waist, and the other end  thrown over the shoulder, which would remind one of 
the way shawls were worn in Rome. These shawl designs  are called Pukhoor, or ‘flower’. 
 
      Since Toda life is closely connected to nature, their art is steeped in their culture, especially 
when it comes to embroidery, an example of which is shown on this Rs.10.00 stamp. This art is 
passed on from mother to daughter, and uses colours that depict purity, maturity and youth. The 
Sun, Moon, buffalo and trees are worshiped by them, and therefore form common motifs in their 
embroidery work. Their  designs form symmetrical and precise geometric patterns. Due to the 
unique nature of their embroidery, it has been recognized as a G.I. Tagged item, and a certificate 
was received stating this in 2013. The threads used are woolen black or red threads, created by 
dyeing with natural dyes. The base is formed  normally by a  roughly woven white cloth. 
 
      (This stamp showing Toda embroidery  is part of a set of 12 stamps on the topic of Indian 
embroidery with face value ranging from Rs.10 to 15 to 20, issued on December 19, 2019. The 
others 11 are - 1.Kantha embroidery of West Bengal State which can be traced to more than a 1000 
years ago; 2. Kamal Kedhai of Andhra Pradesh; 3.Phulkari of Punjab State; 4.Chamba Rumal of 
Himachal Pradesh State; 5. Kuttchh embroidery of Gujarat State; 6. Kashmiri embroidery called 
Kushida 7.Kasuti embroidery from Karnataka State 8. Chikankari from Uttar Pradesh 9.Shamilami 
from Manipur State; 10. Sujani from Bihar, and 11. Applique embroidery work, which was introduced 
in  French India from the 17th century, although some of the traditional works of tribals in Telengana 
and Rajastan also resemble this technique. This set of Indian embroidery was issued in  between   
4 different series of stamps on “Indian Fashion through the Ages”. These series of stamps  were 
issued in between 31.12.2018, and 14.10.2020, which therefore makes this set on Embroidery  an 
interesting part of the theme on Indian clothing and fashion, but without being named as part of the 
Fashion Series).  
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      A special Cover issued by The Postmaster General , Tamil Nadu postal circle on 26.08.2021 is 
shared here. This celebrates the G.I. Tagged Toda embroidery with an actual embroidered cloth 
included in the Special postal Cover. Such a Special Cover is considered unusual as normally an 
image of the cloth/textile is printed on the Cover.  (There are some other Special Covers issued over 
the years , where actual material had been used on the Cover. Tamil Nadu Postal Circle themselves 
had issued such Special Covers for the famous G.I. Tagged Kanchipuram Silk sarees; Arani Silk 
Sarees, Kadangi Sarees from the Karaikudi area; Madurai Sungundi Sarees; Bhavani Jamakkalam 
which are thick and rugged blankets and carpets made in S.W. Tamil Nadu area of Bhavani etc, 
issued in 2021. Some other Postal Circles have also issued such special Covers too. For example, 
our National Flag, as per Legislation passed by Parliament, when used for official occasions is to 
be  made of Khadi Cloth only, and the earliest National Flags  were made in Gadag, Karnataka State 
from Khadi cloth woven there.  Therefore a Special Cover was issued on 14/10/2019, by Karnataka 
Postal Circle, which  incorporated a miniature national Flag made of Khadi Cloth. On 26th November  
2019 a Special Cover made with a real piece of Silk Cloth for Kerapex 2019 was also issued. Some 
of the earlier covers issued included the one issued for Bilasapex (held at Bilaspur ) in  2017, where 
Kosa fabric, woven and used in Chattisgarh State was affixed; a Special Cover issued in Pune with 
a real piece of Paithani cloth was issued in 2013; and in April 2015,and  to honour  the centenary of 
Gandhiji’s first visit to Madras (Chennai), a real piece of silk cloth was affixed to the Special Cover 
issued by Chennai Postal Circle.)    
   

      An interesting article that appeared in The Hindu daily newspaper dated January 14, 2021, 
reported about how an enterprising company from Kerala, which specializes in making Linen 
clothing (rather than cotton or terry cot etc), helped the women of Toda villages with names like 
Kundikodumund, Krashund, Thavakudumund etc, to embroider this company’s  range of clothing 
with specialized Toda embroidery so they could earn a living working from home during the Covid 
lock down. The clothing range also  creatively  incorporated the names of some of the Toda women  
who helped with this initiative with their skill - i.e. Rasamalli jacket; Vasamilli shift, and  Samarani 
top . 
 

   
 

 

      The  barrel shaped huts that form the standard dwelling of the Todas, is shown on the 
cancellation in the earlier shown Special Cover, which shows a cachet with a Toda elder being 
greeted (issued in October 1994). These huts are made of bamboo, grass and cane, and the entry 
is through a carved wooden door, through which one needs to crawl to enter. They are unique and 
exclusive in design, which  is another reason that Todas are considered to be a different race from 
others. Many of these huts, all of them single roomed, make up a Toda  village, which is called a 
Mund (hence the British had named Udagamandalam  as Ootacamund) 
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      Another unique feature which point to the ancient  traditions  of the Todas are their Dairy 
ceremonies, which are celebrated in front of their special Dairy temple. These temples have  a 
conical shaped roof, and are decorated with the Sun, Moon, serpents and buffalo head motifs etc. 
During  special festive occasions,  celebrations  include lively folk songs with simple stanzas, which 
often refer to the important events of their past.  
 
      Despite modernization,  several munds continue to  exist, within which  a percentage of the Toda  
population of less than 1600 people presently,  continue to live and keep their traditions alive.   
 

      Toda food is strictly vegetarian , with Buffalo milk used in a variety of forms like butter, buttermilk, 
yogurt/curd, cheese or drunk as milk. Rice is their staple, and is eaten with curries and dairy 
products.  
 
      Here are a few examples of the simple ingredients and cooking method  used for their recipe, 
as reported in the June 14, 2013 issue of Business Standard - 
 

i. Portuaar Rice - The ingredients are milk, salt, Jaggery , ghee made from Buffalo milk. To prepare 
this the  rice is first boiled, then milk, salt and jaggery added. These are  stirring and the  rice is 
mashed over  a low flame, till ready. When ready,  a spoonful of ghee is poured  over the rice,  and 
then  served. (Reminds me  of a version of Sweet Pongal, but this has a mix of salty and sweet 
tastes) 

 

ii. Monjunthuar - This dish is prepared with rice, buttermilk and salt as ingredients. To prepare  it,  
rice is boiled in buttermilk, the rice  constantly stirred and mashed till ready, and  salt added  to taste.  

 

iii. Tuskperiki (a chutney)- The ingredients are dried red chilies, coriander seeds, onion, tamarind 
paste, and salt. It is prepared by first roasting the chilies and coriander  and then grinding the mixture 
with the onion then the tamarind paste is added and salt also added as required, and then blended 
well. 
 
      As far as possible, this chapter on the traditions and customs of the Toda community, is woven 
around the stamps issued.       
 

THE TATARS  OF  TATARSTAN, RUSSIA  
 

 
 

      Just as India is a vast country that  has 28 States ,apart from Union Territories, The  Russian 
Federation has 21 States called Republics. Each Republic has its own Constitution, official language 
and national anthem. Other units are called Krais and Oblasts. One of these Republics, located in 
the center of Russian Federation, is called Tatarstan.   
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      May 27, 2020 marked the centenary of the creation of the Republic of Tatarstan. This is a  
Republic of The Russia Federation, created for the Tatar community, which community forms a 
majority of the population in this geographic area.  
 

      This province was created in 1920 as the Tatar Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, and the 
name was changed to its current name from 1992. This Republic is a component part of the Volga 
Federal District. Its area is 67.8 thousand Sq.Km, and as per the 2017 census, the population is 
3.36 million people. About 53% of the Tatarstan population are ethnic Tatars, as compared to ethnic 
Russians making up about 40% of the population. 
 

      The capital of Republic of Tatarstan is  Kazan. Many in India may have heard about Kazan, 
as Kazan had  hosted  the  BRICS Summit held  in between October 22-24 2024.( An 
interesting article on the Russian stamps and stationery issued for this BRICS Summit is 
featured in the December 2024 issue of this magazine, starting from page 13.) 
 

      This postal Miniature sheet issued by The Russian Federation in 2020, shows the image of the 
Coat of Arms of the Republic of Tatarstan (which is the mythological winged snow leopard), tourist 
attractions of the Republic of Tatarstan, and achievements of this region in the fields of agriculture, 
oil production and engineering industries, which reflects this Republic as an economically developed 
and culturally rich region, is shown on this M.S.  
 
      The printing method used for this MS is offset + security system, and the face value is 100 
Rubles. The round stamp in the centre of this M.S.is perforated, so it can be removed and used 
separately  if necessary.  
 

 
Caption:  Three stamps on Snow Leopards  issued by the countries that attended the Conference of March 

2025  at Kazan are shared here, namely (from left), Kazakhstan, India and Bhutan. 
  
      Tatarstan, with its Coat of Arms being represented by a mythical, winged Snow Leopard, had 
recently taken the initiative to organize a Conference in March 2025 at Kazan for “Study and 
conservation of the Snow Leopard in the World. Joining forces “with representatives from 12 
countries, including India, Bhutan, Russia, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan etc. A 
model  was decided on, and is under execution for the planned conservation of this rare animal. 
 

   
Captions: These stamps issued by Russia in 1980, show an Oak tree, which dominate the forests in the 

Steppe zone, and a Siberian Cedar on the right, which tree dominates the Tiaga region of Tatarstan. 
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      Tatarstan’s flora and fauna reflect its geographical location in the East European plains  as well 
as in the Siberian area of Russia, East of the Ural mountains. The geographical area of the Tatarstan 
Republic  therefore has both Taiga and Forest Steppe zones, with forests dominated with Oak 
(which cover over 80% of the forest area), followed by Aspen, Linden etc. while Siberian Cedar 
(Siberian Pines) dominate the Taiga region .  
 

      Hares, Moose, Squirrels, Bats and Foxes are the dominant animals here.  
 

 
 

 
Caption : Among the animals found in Tatarstan are Moose, Squirrel and Fox, which is  shown on the 

Definitive stamp from the 5th Definitive set issued from 2008 on top, and the two commemorative stamps of 

1989 and 1988 Russian Series on animals, in the bottom, respectively. 

 

      The Capital of Tatarstan is Kazan, as already mentioned. Some more information about Kazan 
is shared here.  
  

      
 

      These 2 stamps show the Kremlin in Kazan. Each Republic has its own Kremlin , which is the 
name of the elected Legislative Assembly  ( but what most people from other countries think  about 
,when the name Kremlin is mentioned,  is  the well-known and pictured  Kremlin in Moscow, as that 
is the capital of Russia ). 
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      The city of Kazan is over a 1000 years old, and has a balance of Russian Orthodox and Muslim 
cultures, with churches, cathedrals and  mosques built next to each other.  
      One of the landmarks   is the Soyembikaa Tower located within the Kremlin complex. It is named 
after the last Queen of this city, who, according to legends, threw herself off this tower, when the 
city was captured by the Muscovy kingdom’s armies. (The Russian Kingdom before 1918, ruled by 
the Romanov Tsars, originated from the Duchy of Moscow. Under powerful leaders like Tsar Peter 
I the Great, and Tsarina Catherine II the Great, this Kingdom, which became the Kingdom of Russia, 
expanded to the Swedish border in the West, the Turkish and Afghan border in the South, and upto 
the Pacific Ocean in the East, thereby incorporating many diverse nationalities. Under Peter the 
Great, the Capital was shifted from Moscow to the newly built capital of St. Petersberg, after the 
Western borders were secured by adding vast areas to the Kingdom by the defeating  the Kingdom 
of Sweden). 
  
      This 2 Ruble stamp showing the Kremlin of Kazan, is part of a definitive stamp set of 12 stamps  
issued by Russian Federation showing 12 important Regional Kremlin complexes located in Russian 
Federation, including Moscow (The stamp showing the Moscow Kremlin in this set,  has a face value 
of 10 Rubles. Each of these definitive stamps have a different face value, ranging from 1 to 100 
Rubles). This set was  issued and used, starting from 2009. They were issued as irregular shaped, 
self-adhesive stamps, and  as the 6th Definitive issue by The Russian Federation.  
 
      The next stamp featuring the Kremlin of Kazan, a 53 Ruble stamp, was issued when the Kazan 
Kremlin was awarded the prestigious Agha Khan Award for Architecture in 2019. 
 
      (India has also issued a stamp set on 28th November 2004 for The Aga Khan Award for 
Architecture being  awarded to  Agra Fort, in Uttar Pradesh State,  for the award period 2002-2004). 
 
      Sports play a major role in the life of Tatarstan. With 9,175 sports venues, this Republic is one 
of the leading sports oriented Republics of   Russia. They have the Rubin Kazan football team which 
has qualified and played in the UEFA Champions League and UEFA Europa League many times. 
Former Men’s World Tennis Champion, Marat Safin, and Women’s Tennis Champion, Dinara 
Safina, are of Tatar descent. 
 
 

 

Caption : Stamps issued for FIFA World Cup 

Football Championship, 2018 by Russia almost 

equalled the number of  stamps that  had been 

issued for Summer Olympics 1980, Moscow.  

This Miniature sheet shows the 100 Rouble 

stamp with the FIFA World Cup in the centre of 

the M.S., and either the stadium or city for  the 

12 venues used for this Tournament, including 

Kazan, in the rest of the MS/Souvenir sheet. The 

FIFA Branding was also promoted on this 

Souvenir stamp sheet. There was a version 

issued with perforations and another without 

perforations.  This one is without perforations. 

It was  issued on  June 14  2018. The tournament 

was held  in between June 14th to Jul 15, 2108.  
Another set of 4 se-tenant stamps was issued on 

Nov 17th 2015, with face value of 21 Ruble each, 

showing 4 of the stadiums which were  used for 

the Tournament. One of them is the Kazan 
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Arena, Kazan, Tatarstan Republic stadium .( the other 3 are- Fischt stadium, Sochi; Luzhniki stadium, 

Moscow, and Spartek Stadium, Moscow). 

 

      During the 2018 FIFA World Cup tournament hosted by Russia, Kazan’s major Football stadium 
called Kazan Arena, which is the home arena for F.C. Rubin, Kazan,  was  one of the 12 stadium 
football  venues in which the World Cup matches were played. It hosted 5 matches, including 1 
quarter final match.   The 2013 Summer Universiade (inter- university students) Games, was also 
held at this venue, for which a Miniature Sheet  had been issued by Russia showing the Mascot- a 
Snow Leopard kitten named  Uni.  
 

TATAR  TRADITIONS  AND  CULTURE 
 
      More details about the famous tourist landmarks, and Traditions, food and culture of Tatarstan 
are given here under. 
 
      One of the pre-Islamic holidays celebrated in Tatarstan is Sabantuy, which marks  the 
completion of sowing of crops at the beginning of the Spring season. Holidays like Id-ur Fitr, 
Ramadan, Muharram, New Year, and Orthodox Christian Christmas are among other holidays 
celebrated.  There are many stamps issued by Russia which reflect various aspects of Tatar 
traditions and culture, which are shared here. 
 

 
 

      These 4 stamps were issued on 30th July 2009, under the heading of “Culture of Russian 
People”, with all 4 stamps dealing with headdresses of Tatarstan. They show, from left- 1.Women’s 
Kattashi (which were in style from late XIX century to early XX century) 2.Maiden’s Kalfak (early xix 
century) 3.Men’s Skull cap (late XIX Century to early XX Century) and 4. an elderly women’s 
Kamchat Burek ( late XIX Century). 
 
(Earlier, such sets of 4 were also issued for Costumes of Dagestan Region, in 2008, and 
Headdresses of Central Russian Region in 2009) 
 
      On first June 1, 2020 a  4 stamp set  with images of traditional 
embroidery of the peoples of Russia was issued, because for many 
older, traditional Russian communities embroidery is one of the most 
essential art, which skill is inherited from generation to generation 
for centuries, and thereby kept alive among the women in the family. 
The best embroidery features clarity, emotional frankness of 
expression and high culture of lines, rhythm and colour.  
 

      Four 30 Ruble x 2 stamps were issued to represent the 
embroidery of the following peoples - i Mari embroidery 
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(representing work done in the XIX centenary-of Mari El Republic). ii. Chuvash embroidery (XX 
Centenary-Chuvash Republic), iii. Karelian embroidery (XX Centenary-Karelian  Republic), and the 
fourth stamp which is  shown here is  an example of a  beautiful XX Centenary Tatarian embroidery 
with lace borders, which has a lovely  combination of pink pastel colours,  and shows variety of 
flowers.  
 
      Something unique is that the square stamp shown here, can be also divided into 2 triangular 
stamps of 30 Rubles each.  
 

      This stamp is a painting showing the national dish of the  Tatars called Chak- Chak, or Chuk-
Chuk. It is a painting by artist R.S. Khabirov and  It is a part of a set of 4 stamps on Contemporary 
Russian art, issued on 5th July 2021, 
 
      Tatar food is based on the region’s agricultural products , such as livestock and  cereals, and 
reflect the nomadic roots of the Tatars. Meat, Dairy products, certain select vegetables including 
horseradish, cucumber, cabbage and carrots, besides potatoes and onions are commonly used in 
their cooking, and fruits, mainly grown in the orchards on the right bank of the Volga river, including 
apples and cherries, also form their diet.  
 
      Some of the popular Tatar foods are i Ishpishmak (a triangular shaped pie with chopped 
peppered meat, potatoes and onions) ii. Plov (a dish with meat, rice, onions, carrots and spices- a 
bit like our Indian Pilaf/Polao/Pulao), and iii. Pelmeni (Meat Dumplings) 
 
      The dish  called Chak- Chak, shown on this 59 Ruble stamp  is a 
sweet fried noodle honey cake. It is eaten like we eat seeds, but there 
are other and  different recipes too, and  a variety of  ways to cut the 
noodles for this cake. It is often eaten with their traditional tea, which  
is served with milk, lemon, or dried apricots, as seen in this stamp.  In 
the background in  the above painting is shown a big, beautiful metal 
container called a  samovar, which is traditionally used in Russia to 
heat and boil water ,  specially to make tea.   Chak-Chak is shown in 
the center, with other ingredients that accompany this dish, or the 
accompanying  tea, shown around it.including a teapot which matches the colour of the teacup..  
 

 
      The Russian 50 Ruble stamp shown 
here was issued by Russia on 21st May  
2022., to celebrate 1100 years of this 
mosque , called the Bolgar Mosque or 
White Mosque at Bolgar. Bolgar is 
located in the Spassky District, in the 
Republic of Tatarstan. It is about 140 
Kms. from Kazan and is  on the left bank 
of the Volga River. 

 
 
      This stamp marks the adoption of Islam in 922 AD by Volga 

Bulgaria.  In that year embassies were exchanged in between Almysh (A famous Volga Bulgaria 
ruler who served from approx. 895 to 925 AD) and Caliph al-Muktadir in Baghdad, which established 
the “diplomatic recognition” of Volga Bulgaria as an Islamic country.  Volga Bulgaria was an 
advanced state of its times, with trade contacts throughout eastern Europe, the Middle East and the 
Baltic region. 
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      However by the middle ages, Bolgar had become the first capital of the Golden Horde in what 
is now Russia, when Mongol Prince Batu Khan conquered this area about 1238 AD. (The Golden 
Horde is the name commonly used for the Mongols from Central Asia, whose leaders had taken  
control of much of Russia, and in order to keep control of their vast Empire, stretching from China 
to Eastern Europe, they maintained garrisons at strategic locations, and maintained control by 
getting tributes from each ruler under their control. Therefore  Russian rulers of that time paid them 
an annual tribute to retain power.)    
 
      Both the town of Bolgar, and the mosque continues to serve as a place of pilgrimage for Tatar 
Muslims.  
  
      The Miniature sheet shown here depicts The Cathedral of the Kazan Icon of the Mother of God, 
a Church of Orthodox Christianity, which stamp  was issued in 2021. This church  was built in 1807 
to replace the dilapidated stone cathedral that stood there from the 1590s,in Kazan .The author of 
the project was the famous Russian Architect I.Ye Starov., and the foundation for this new Cathedral 
was laid by Emperor Paul I of Russia.    
 
      Apart from these 2 famous tourist attractions, the  Kazan Kremlin itself attracts a large number 
of tourists as it is an  UNESCO World Heritage Site . Within the Kremlin walls   are located other 
attractions like  the the Kul Sharif Mosque and the Annunciation Church .   
 

      Another area where a large number of Tatars  live is Tyumen. Tyumen 
is a federal entity, called Oblast, and  is the first area East of the Urals and 
therefore located in Western Siberia. Tyumen Oblast is the largest producer 
of Oil  and natural Gas in the country. Ethnic Russians make up 73.3% of 
the population, followed by Tatars at 7.5%, as per the 2010 Census.   
 
      This 4 Ruble stamp issued in 1974, was made to celebrate the 10th 
Anniversary of the Tyumen oilfields. It shows Oilfield workers and a refinery 
in the background  
 
CONCLUSION  
 
      Cultures and traditions fortunately continue to be observed and practised by many social groups, 
and communities, which maintain the way of life their society had followed over thousands of years. 
Family groups within each Social group fortunately maintain these traditions from generation to 
generation.  
 
      Equally fortunate is that the Postal authorities of both the Republic of India and The Russian 
Federation, among others,  have issued stamps to reflect and preserve these beautiful, traditional 
creations and costumes, on which subject stamps and postal Covers have been shared in this 
article.   
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3.  Wikipedia entry on Tatarstan. 
4. Wikipedia entry on Toda embroidery, and another on Toda people. 
5.  Wikipedia entry on Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.  
6.  Wikipedia entry on Bolgar, Spassky District. 
7. Touchstone stamps shared details on Russian Contemperory Art, of 2021. 
8. Online Russmarka news on stamp issue of Traditional Embroidery of the people of  Russia, and 
on the M.S issued for the 100th Anniversary of the Republic of Tatarstan.    
9. Blog  in the online The Hindu about Toda embroidery.  
10.Blog in online The Business Line about Toda food.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING WITH APMG (BD & PHILATELY) 
 
      Five members of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association had a meeting with Dr. Vishnu Ambareesh 
M S.  Asst. Postmaster General (BD & Philately) at CPMG Office, Thiruvananthapuram on 20th May 
2025.  A letter of grievances and suggestions were handed over to APMG by the Secretary to 
resolve some issues.  Of which following issues were solved in the meeting. 
  
1. The issuance of Special Cancellations stopped in December  2024 will be resumed with 
immediate effect. 
2. The Permanent Pictorial Cancellation of Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple at Fort Post Office will 
be introduced this year. 
3. The grievances of Philatelic Bureaus like non supply of issued stamps in time, delay in dispatch 
of materials to PD Account holders, non-exemplary behaviour of staff in the Bureau etc. etc. are 
requested to be solved with the intervention of supervising staff.  Arranged to renew the fees of 
resident PD Account holders at the philatelic bureau counter itself instead of going to post office 
counter and obtaining receipt to record at philatelic bureaus.  Instructed to give sufficient training on 
philately to the philatelic bureau staff.  Also instructed to introduce a complaint register at all 
philatelic bureaus.  
4.  We once again requested them to take necessary steps to issue the commemorative stamps of 
K R Narayanan and Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple. 
5. As per our earlier letter given to them, it has been confirmed that the State Level Philatelic 
Exhibition (KERAPEX) will be held this year.  The venue will be Kottayam or Ernakulam.  
6. In addition to the State level exhibition, two District level exhibitions will also be held at Kannur 
and Thiruvananthapuram this year. 
 

   

Association’s News 
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OUR MEMBERS AT EUROPHILEX 2025 
 
      The FIP recognised European Stamp Exhibition EuroPhilEx 2025 was held at Birmingham from 
8th to 11th May 2025.  Our following members participated and won awards as mentioned. 
 
Mohanachandran Nair P Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin 75 points Large Silver 
    

N Sridevi 
Saga of Buddhism 76 points Large Silver 
Harmonious Horizons 71 points Silver  

    

Capt. Vijay Wadhwa 

The Beak 72 points Silver 
Bird Life on Stamps 73 points Silver 
Behavioural Diversity among Birds 70 points Silver 
The Pigeon 70 points Silver 
The Parliament - Gallery of Owls on stamps 71 points Silver 
Woodpeckers on stamps 72 points Silver 

    
Kumesh Kumar Jain Save Planet Earth 73 points Silver 
    

Sushil Mehra 
My Collection of Spl. Covers issued by Karnataka 
Postal Circle 

65 points Silver Bronze 

The Post Office Buildings of India 68 points Silver Bronze 
    

Gauresh Mehra 
 Halley’s Comet - One Collection, Many 
Perspectives 

66 points Silver Bronze 

 

      Congratulations dear members. 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERALBODY MEETING OF APA 
 
         The 13th Annual General Body Meeting (AGM) of the Ananthapuri Philatelic Association would 
be held on Sunday 6th July 2025  at 12.00 noon in Hotel Town Tower (Opp. YMCA), Press Road, 
Statue, Thiruvananthapuram to transact the following business.   
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Silent Prayer 

2. Welcome Speech 

3. Presidential Address  

4. Presentation of minutes of last Annual General Body Meeting 

5. Presentation of Annual Report for the year 2024-25 by the Secretary 

6. Presentation of Accounts for the year 2024-25 by the Treasurer 

7. General discussion on the Report and Accounts 

8. Any other matter with the permission of the Chair 

9. Vote of Thanks   

 

            Notices will be sent to all members shortly.   
 
      Please assure your presence to make this meet a grand success. 
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HUNGARY 
 

2025 Europa - National Archaeological Discoveries  

 

 
Issued on 09.05.2025 

 
 

ROMANIA 
 

The Flowers of the Orchards 
 

 
Issued on 13.05.2025 

New Issues from Other Countries 
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SLOVENIA 

 
National Archaeological Discoveries 

 

    
 

Issued on 09.05.2025 
 
 

GREAT BRITAIN 
 

The Chronicles of Narnia 
 

 
 

Issued on 22.05.2025 
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PORTUGL 
 

Europa - Archaeological Discoveries 

 

     
 

 
 

Issued on 16.05.202 
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GOPESHWAR : 06 October 2024 

Vasudhara Falls, Chamoli 
 

KOLKATA : 10 October 2024 
Vigilance Awareness Week 2024 

  
KOLKATA : 24 October 2024 

40 Glorious Years of Metro Railway, Kolkata 

 

BERHAMPORE : 08 November 2024 
Sanyasi Revolt 

  
BERHAMPORE : 08 November 2024 

Battle of Plassey 1757 

 

BERHAMPORE : 08 November 2024 
Battle of Buxar 1764 

  
BERHAMPORE : 08 November 2024 
154 Years of Kathgola Bagan Palace 

 

BERHAMPORE : 08 November 2024 
Surrender of Kinighthood by Gurudev 

  
MUMBAI : 08 November 2024 

Maharashtra Vidhansabha Election 2024 
BHAWANIPATNA : 09 November 2024 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

New Special Covers 
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BHAWANIPATNA : 10 November 2024 

Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary, Kalahandi, Odisha 

 

KOLKATA : 14 November 2024 
30 Years of Abha Surgy Centre 

 

  
GANDHINAGAR : 19 November 2024 

Architecture in Gandhinagar 

 

JHARSUGUDA : 03 December 2024 
Heritage Building of Jharsuguda HO 

  
NEW DELHI : 05 December 2024 
District Level Philatelic Exhibition 

NEW DELHI : 06 December 2024 
NCERT 

 

  
KOLKATA : 12 December 2024 

150th Birth Anniversary-Dr. Upendranath Brahmachari 

 

KOLKATA : 16 December 2024 
25 Years of National English School 

  
KOLKATA : 20 December 2024 

100 Years of Bengal Library Association 
KOLKATA : 21 December 2024 

100 Years of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
International Airport 
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KOTDWARA : 26 December 2024 

Hayde Heritage Academy 

 

KOLKATA : 01 January 2025 
75th Year of BSS School 

  
NAYAGARH : 09 January 2025 
Sri Sri Nilamadhab Jew Temple 

 

WARISALIGANJ : 19 January 2025 
Dariyapur Parvati-Afsar Ka Tila 

  
PATNA : 21 January 2025 

Acharya Kishore Kunal 

 

JEHANABAD : 23 January 2025 
Ramashray Prasad Singh 

  
CHANDERNAGORE COLLEGE : 23 January 2025 

100 Years of Bengal Library Association 

 

BARHIYA : 24 January 2025 
Maa Bala Tripu Sundari Temple 

  
DURGAPUR : 24 January 2025 

Golden Jubilee Year of Dav Model School 
DURGAPUR : 25 January 2025 

Banwarilal Bhalotia College, Asansol 
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KOTTAYAM HPO : 29 January 2025 
Malayala Manorama Hridayapoorvam 

 

DANAPUR : 31 January 2025 
Danapur Division 

  
BURDWAN : 01 February 2025 

Centenary Foundation Day of Burdwan Town School 

 

HAMI COLONY SO : 04 February 2025 
Shri Aunshuman Dattajirao Gaekwad 

  
MULAVUKAD : 06 February 2025 

Indian Society of Vascular and International Radiology 

CHIDAMBARAM : 26 February 2025 
Natyanjali 

 

  
CALICUT : 03 March 2025 

Kozhikode - UNESCO City of Literature 

 

BHUBANESWAR : 08 March 2025 
International Women’s Day 2025 

  
HUMCHA : 13 March 2025 

Ganadharacharya Jagadguru Shri 108 Kunthusagar 
Muni Maharajji 

NEW DELHI : 25 March 2025 
Centenary Year of State Bank of India, New Delhi 
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SAKINAKA, MUMBAI : 04 April 2025 

Golden Jubilee of Indian Register of Shipping 
 

SADA : 05 April 2025 
Silver Jubilee of NCPOR 

  
MUMBAI : 22 April 2025 

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Ekatma Manavdarshan 
Hirak Mahotsav 

HYDERABAD : 20 April 2025 
Arts & Crafts of Telangana Tribes 

  
INDORE : 30 April 2025 

Akshay Tratiya 

 

GORAKHPUR : 30 April 2025 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gorakhpur University 

  
CHONDI B O : 06 May 2025 

Ahilyadevi Holkar 

 

BIRMINGHAM (UK) : 07 May 2025 
EuroPhilEx, Birmingham 2025 

  
LUCKNOW : 13 May 2025 

Buddha Purnika 
KAKINADA : 15 May 2025 
Sir Arthur Thomas Conan 

 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
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World Earth Day 
22.04.2025 

Maharashtra Day 
01.05.2025 

World Athletics Day 
07.05.2025 

Buddha Purnima 
12.05.2025 

    
New Delhi Nagpur Bengaluru Mumbai 

    
Buddha Purnima 

13.05.2025 
World Bee Day 

20.05.2025 
International Tea Day 

21.05.2025 

    

Lucknow Pune Raipur Bengaluru 
 

Anti-Terrorism Day 
21.05.2025 

International Day of 
Biological Diversity 

22.05.2025 

World Turtle Day 
23.05.2025 

   
Raipur Bhopal Kendrapara 

 
 

PERMANENT PICTORIAL CANCELLATIONS 
 

Lepakshi 
(Nandi) 

Nal Sub Post Office 
(ISRO) 

Myseum Road PO. 
(Museum Building)  

Chikkamangaluru H O 
(Coffee Estates) 

 

 
   

16.05.2025 19.05.2025 19.05.2025 22.05.2025 

Special/Permanent Pictorial  Cancellations 
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Kundapura 
(Panchagangavali) 

Saraswathipuram H O 

(Mysuru) 
Anegundi B O 

(Kishkinda) 
Ullal 

(Rani Abbakka Devi) 

    
23.05.2025 27.05.2025 28.05.2025 29.05.2025 

 
 
 
 
 

“PINCODE (POSTAL INDEX NUMBER) - SIX DIGITS, ONE NATION” 
 
      A PIN code, or Postal Index Number, is a six-digit numerical code 
used by India Post to identify post offices and facilitate mail delivery.  It 
helps streamline mail and package delivery, making it faster and more 
accurate. In the absence of PIN code, considerable time was being 
consumed in collecting, sorting, transporting and delivery of postal 
articles. 
 
      The PIN was introduced in India on 15 August 1972 by Shriram 
Bhikaji Velankar. It is a 6 digit code of post office numbering used by India 
Post.  Each digit in the PIN has a specific meaning.  To know all about PIN code read the book 
“Pincode (Postal Index Number) - Six digits, One nation” authored by Shri. Sushil Mehra.   
 
      The book includes a list of 80 philatelic bureaus with their PIN code, Pin code stamps issued by 
India Post, and the promotions were done by various ways like issuing stamps, meter franking, on 
cancellations & slogan cancellations, advertisements on envelopes, radio license, postal receipts, 
post boxes etc.  Special. Covers and labels were also issued to make public awareness.  A page is 
reserved for the photos of signage with Pincode. The book also describes Zip Code Vs Pincode and 
last Pincode of India. 
 
      This 49 page colour book in landscape size is printed in high quality glossy paper.  The book is 
printed at Bhairava Arts Pvt. Ltd; Bengaluru and the publisher is the author itself.  Price was not 
printed anywhere in the book.   
 
      This is a comprehensive booklet on PIN codes for philatelic research, covering history, structure, 
cancellations and collecting techniques, with illustrations and resources for collectors and 
researchers.  

 
 

About the Author: Shri. Sushil Mehra is an eminent philatelist, author and 
businessman from Bangalore. He is the creator of Pan India Postal Pictorial 
Cancellation FaceBook Group.  He authored and published many books.  He may 
be contacted at Pan Office Systems Pvt Ltd, 3/4 Langford Road, Setlur Street, 
Bengaluru-560025.  Email: gaureshmehra@gmail.com 

Book Review 
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SAVPEX-2025 

 
      10th South African Virtual Philatelic Exhibition SAVPEX 2025 will be held in June 
2025.  The last date for entries is on 30 April 2025.  There is no national 
commissioner.  Direct entry (josuav528@gmail.com) 
 
      More details can be available at:  https://stampssa.africa/ 

 
 

BOSTON-2026 
 
      The FIP Patronaged 12th International Philatelic Exhibition of the United 
States gathers at the Seaport section of the city Boston Convention & Exhibition 
Center (BCEC) will be held from 23 to 30 May 2026.   
 
Commissioner: Mr. Pratisad Neurgaonkar, Email: pratisadn@gmail.com ,  
                                                                    Mobile: +91 9766310553 

      For more details: https://boston2026.org/ 
 
 

PHILA KOREA 
 
      The FIP patronage Specialised World Stamp Exhibition Phila 
Korea 2025 will take place at Coex Magok lewest, Seoul, South 
Korea from 17 to 21 September 2025.   

          

      Mr. Kapil Gogri is the National  Commissioner.  
      His email id is:  kapilg25@hotmail.com, Mobile:  +91.9821111140.   
      More details are available at https://philakorea2025.kr 
 
THAILAND 2025 

 
      FIAP Asian International Stamp Exhibition THAILAND 2025 will be held 
from 8th to 12th August 2025 at The Grand Postal Building GPO, Krung Road, 
Bangrak, Bangkok 10500, Thailand.  The last date for entries is:  28 February 
2025.   
 

National Commissioner: Mr. Virendra Sharma 
Mobile:9928570097. Email: virsharma@hotmail.com  
Asst. Commissioner: Mr. Aditya Asthana 
Mobile: 9582212130. Email: adityaasthana@live.com   

  
            More details can be available at:  https://thailand-2025.com  
 

AUSVIPEX 2025 
      The Australian Virtual Philatelic Exhibition (AUSVIPEX 2025) will be available 
for viewing the public from 27 November 2025 to 28 February 2026.   

      The frame fee of $20 per frame (multi-frame exhibits) or $25 (Electronic 
Literature entries) must accompany the entry form.  Entries Close on: 28 
September 2025.  For details Website: https://ausvipex2025.com/ 

Forthcoming Events 
 

mailto:josuav528@gmail.com
https://boston2026.org/
https://philakorea2025.kr/
mailto:virsharma@hotmail.com
mailto:adityaasthana@live.com
https://thailand-2025.com/
https://ausvipex2025.com/
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KANPEX 2025 

      The Cannanore Philatelic Club is conducting its 12th All India Philatelic and Numismatic 
Exhibition KANPEX 2025 from 17th to 19th October 2025 at E K Nayanar Memorial Museum Hall, 
Burnassery, Kannur, Kerala.  

      More details can be availed from  Roop Balram Phone: 9020458770 and K V Mukundan Phone: 
9447486928 

DUBAI 2026 

      FIP patronaged Specialised World Stamp Exhibition DUBAI 2026 will be 
held from 4th to 8th February 2026 at Dubai UAE.  The last date for receipt of 
application is 31 July 2025. 
 

National Commissioner: Mr. Rajesh Paharia  
                                    Mobile: 9351716969. Email: shreetotal@gmail.com  
 
      More details can be available at: https://dubai2026wse.com  
 
 
MACAO 2026 

 
      The FIP Patronage Specialised world Stamp Exhibition will be held at Cotai 
Expo Hall A, The Venetian Macao, Taipa Macau SAR from 26 June 2026 to 1st 
July 2026.  Last date of accepting entries is 18 November 2025 
 
Details can be available at: https://www.macao2026.org.mo/  
 
 

 
AMSIPEX 2026 

 

      The Airmail Soceity of India Foundation (AMSI) is conducting its 2nd  Virtual 
International Aero & Astrophilatelic exhibition during 14 to 21 February 2026.   
 
      More details can be availed from the email: dharmdev.maurya@khaitan.in  
      or https:/www.amsipex.com/  
 

 
PHILATAIPEI 2026 

 
      The FIP patronaged Specialised World Stamp Exhibition, PHILATAIPEI 2026, Chinese Taipei 
will be held from 19th to 24 November 2026. 
 

      More details awaited. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:shreetotal@gmail.com
https://dubai2026wse.com/
https://www.macao2026.org.mo/
mailto:dharmdev.maurya@khaitan.in
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Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents, however we give no guarantee on reliability 
or completeness of the information. 

 

 

www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org  
www.sipa.net.in  
www.phila-art.com  
www.indianairmails.com  
www.bharatexotics.com 
www.worldwide-mint.com 
www.indiamintstamp.com 
www.philamart.com 
www.collectorbazar.com 
www.stampsofindia.com  
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com  
www.travancoregallery.blogspot.com  
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com 
www.indianphilately.net 
www.exponet.info 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
www.vadophil.org 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
www.mintageworld.com 
https://dharaastamps.co.in 
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/ 
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/ 
www.philcent.com 
www.bidcurios.com   
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Rainbow Stamp News:  Vol. XVIII. No.209 (May  2025) 
Deccan Philatelist: Vol.24 Issue 2/2024 
SIPA Bulletin. Vol.37 No.1 (Jan - Mar 2025) 
Vadophil: No.178, 179, 180 (April - December 2024) 
Filacap – online. No.266 (April 2025) 
The Fila Capsule Vol.2 No.4 (April 2025) 
 
 

 
 

Awards won 
 

BRASILIA 2017: Bronze 
INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 

KERAPEX 2019: Silver 
PWO EXPO 2022: Silver 

PWO EXPO 2022: Gold (By Popular Voting) 
AMRITPEX 2023: Silver 

EUROPHILEX 2025: Large Silver 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF 
 

For Full Page Rs.500-00 per issue 
For 12 issues Rs.5000-00 in single payment 

 
For Half Page Rs.300-00 per issue 

For 12 issues Rs.3000-00 in single payment 
 

 

For details contact: 9387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 
 

Philatelic Links 
 

http://www.prayagphilatelicsociety.org/
http://www.sipa.net.in/
http://www.phila-art.com/
http://www.indianairmails.com/
http://www.bharatexotics.com/
http://www.worldwide-mint.com/
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/
http://aerophilatelist.blogspot.com/
https://kumar-omnibus.blogspot.com/
http://www.philcent.com/
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The vision:  To promote only philately among public. All other hobbies will not be engaged 
in this Association 
                 
The mission:   
1. To unite all persons who are interested in philately, 
2. To provide facilities for exchange of stamps, covers and other philatelic materials,   
3. To hold meetings, discussions and classes, to conduct philatelic workshops, philateli 
    quiz. exhibitions etc. for educating and encouraging the hobby of stamp collecting,  
4. To publish lawfully its own newsletters, magazines, blogs and websites,  
5. To enrol itself as a member of other Philatelic organizations of repute in and outside of India     

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  

1. ANNUAL MEMBER: Annual subscription Rs.250/- (Rupees Two Hundred and 
Fifty only) payable in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the annual subscription will be Rs.125/- 
(Rupees One Hundred and Twenty Five only). 

It will be valid only for the corresponding financial year ie. 1st April to 31st March.  

2.  LIFE MEMBER: Rs.1500/- (Rupees One Thousand Five Hundred only) payable 
in one instalment.  

For applicants below 18 years of age the onetime subscription will be Rs.750/- 
(Rupees Seven Hundred and Fifty only).  

 Each life member will be provided with Members’ ID Card.  

The members below 18 years of age have no voting power till he completes 18 
years and paying the full membership fee.  

Subscription shall be payable in advance and any annual member who does not pay the 
subscription within three months from the due date (1st April) shall cease to be a member.  

ADMISSION FEE: All members should have paid an Admission Fee of Rs.50/- at the time of  
                              entrance. 

Fees can be deposited in our Savings Bank Account.  Account Name: ANANTHAPURI 
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION.  Account No: 32270854728  Bank: State Bank of India Branch: 
Marakkada Road, Thiruvananthapuram. IFSC Code: SBIN0003826.  

MONTHLY MEETING:  We meet every first Sunday at 2.30 p.m. in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, 
Near Government Secretariat, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  Members attending the monthly 
meeting shall pay a sitting fee of Rs.50/- at the venue. 

Filled up application may be sent to: P.Mohanachandran Nair (Secretary), NIKUNJAM, 
Alummoodu Jn. Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695121 (Mobile: 9387801948) 
 
 



Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. VI/Issue No.112/June 2025 

 

 

 

 

52 

 
 

Published by R. K. Rajasekharan, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-38/226, Chenthitta, 
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