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   The Travancore Anchal Department gave permission to the public to 
post their letters in 1036 M.E. (1860-61) at Anchal Offices.  A charge of 1 
Chuckram was imposed for this purpose irrespective of weight and 
distance.  The letters handed over to the Anchal Offices were entered in a 
register and separate receipts were issued.  In the initial stage, as the 
volume of letters was very limited, the need for letter boxes did not arise. 
 
      In 1064 M.E. (1888-89) the adhesive postage stamps and post cards 
were introduced at Anchal Offices and public began to use these facilities.     
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                                         Editorial 
 

 

 
Is India Post neglecting K R Narayanan? 

 
       Shri.K.R.Narayanan (Kocheri Raman Narayanan), 
the 10

th
 President of India was born on 27.10.1920 at 

Uzhavoor village in Kottayam Dist. Kerala. He started his 
career in India as member in Indian Foreign Service.  He 
served as ambassador to Japan, UK, Thailand, Turkey, 
China and USA.  After that he entered into politics and 
won three successive General Elections to the Lok Sabha 
and held the post of Minister of State in the Union 
Cabinet.  He was elected as 9

th
 Vice President of India in 

1992 and became President in the year 1997.  He was 
the first member from the Dalit community to hold the 
post.  He died on 9

th
 November, 2005. 

 
       As ten years have elapsed after his death the 
Department of Posts, India, didn’t issued a single stamp 
to commemorate this great personality till now. 
 
       On this occasion I, on behalf of Ananthapuri 
Philatelic Association request Department of Posts to 
issue a stamp to commemorate him at the earliest. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile:09387801948 
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Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to publish 
in this bulletin.  Please send your writes up in MS Word only, 
to our email ID apa.tvpm@gmail.com   Also welcomes news 
and philatelic activities in your locality.  Philatelic Clubs and 
Associations may send their brief reports on day today 
activities. 

Editor

 
 

  
 
 
   

      
 Dear All, 
 
   Third issue is more informative than the first two 
issues.  Contents and description are useful. As rightly 
pointed by Secretary, APA, we philatelists must fight 
against the unhealthy practices being adopted by certain 
Philatelic Bureau. Such attitude on the part of Bureau 
will lead to hoarding of certain items for selling at a 
higher price later. 
 
      Awaiting a more interesting fourth issue. 
 

V.Syam Kumar, 
AVP(Services), GSTN, N.Delhi-37 

(Life Member, APA, Thiruvananthapuram) 
Sir, 
 
      Each new Stamp Bulletin is always a new pleasure! 
And a little bit a platform for Indian-German philatelic 
cooperation 
                                                            Wolfgang Beyer 
                                                                       Germany 

 

Reader’s Column 
 

     
Dear Sir, 
 
     I feel much delighted to go through your E-bulletin 
(it's being 3rd one) as it is much informative and 
readable. Pl. keep it up.  

                                                                 D.K. Gupta 
N.J. (New York) 

U.S.A. 
Dear Sir, 
 
      I received today your Stamp bulletin with rich 
information, thanks.  
  

Pradip Jain 
Patna  

 
 

 
Dear Reader, 
 
      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite 
your views, thoughts and suggestions regarding this 
e bulletin.  Please send your feedback  to:  
apa.tvpm@gmail.com  
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Travancore Anchal Boxes (Contd. from Page 1) 

As the volume of letters increased, the need for letter boxes 

might have been felt.  Thus pillar type letter boxes were first 

erected on the streets at important places for the convenience 

of the public in 1064 M.E. (1888-89).   

     After the introduction of adhesive postage stamp and cards, 

the Anchal Department extended more modern facilities to the 

public in having their mail communications properly prepaid.  

Entering in register and issuance of receipts were discontinued 

for ordinary letters and people were allowed to post it in the 

 provided at important places.  The volume of the letter boxes

private mails increased gradually and new Anchal Offices were 

opened in different parts of Travancore.  

     Different types of letter boxes were erected of which the pillar 

type was the most commonly seen on the streets.  Another type 

was also common, which had more or less a helmet type of 

canopy.  These were of light construction and rather small in 

size and found tied to a pillar or a window in the verandahs of 

public buildings for the convenience of the public.  Different 

models of pillar type letter boxes were found such as round and 

hexagonal in shape.  “Travancore Anchal” was embossed on pillar boxes in English and some boxes were 

bilingually marked both in English and Malayalam.  The state emblem “Conch shell” was embossed on all 

post boxes. 

     Unlike the red painted Post Office letter boxes of today,  the Anchal post boxes were all painted deep 

green so as to enable the public to distinguish them easily.  These pillar type post boxes are still used by 

the Indian Postal Department in some parts of the state of Kerala after painting them red.. 

                                                                                                                              By Mohanachandran Nair   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

An appeal 

     Tara Balgopal, a reputed dancer of 

her time and who featured on the Indian 

Stamp, issued on 20.10.1975 

(Kathakali) has now fallen upon bad 

times. She was favourite with Nehru-

Gandhi family, especially with 

Vijayalekshmi Pandit and Jawaharlal 

Nehru.  Indira Gandhi and Nayantara 

Sahgal were her close friends.  She 

used to have a competition in charkha 

weaving with Mahatma Gandhi. Lord 

Mountbatten who was a family friend 

used to address her as ‘tulip’.  Now this 80 year old lady lives alone and survives on charity.  Seeing her bad condition 

“Bharat Phila” India’s first whatsapp philatelic group which is going to complete its first  year in June 2016, decided to 

collect an amount from philatelists and those who are connected with dance and culture. Shri.A.R.C.Shah, one the 

members of this group has volunteered to collect and hand over  the amount to her along with other members. Those 

who willing to donate may contact Mr.Atish Kumar Jain, (Mobile:09447756118) another member of “Bharat Phila” 

whatsapp group or email: www.arihantstamps.com  bharatphila15@gmail.com  atishjain27@gmail.com 
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 New Indian Issues

 

 
 

Swami Chidananda 
21.05.2016 

Rs.5/- FDC of Swami Chidananda

  

NEW DEFINITIVE STAMPS 

   
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

Rs.5/- 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Rs.5/- 
Dr. B R Ambedkar 

Rs.5/- 
   

                                        

Veerangana 

 

Presentation Pack of Yoga 

 
This book tells the story of 36 women on whom India Post 
released stamp.  It contains 34 original stamps.  This 
book is an attempt to remember the stellar contribution of 
women who fought valiantly against injustice and stood 
up for their people.  The book was released on the eve of 
International Women’s Day on 8

th
 March, 2016. 

Price:  Rs.5000/- 

India Post issued a presentation pack of Yoga.  It 
contains a block of four of International Day of Yoga 2016 
commemorative postage stamp and another block of four 
of the definitive stamp on Yoga. 

 
Price: Rs.100/- 
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OLD METER FRANKINGS OF  
TATA GROUP OF INDUSTRIES 

 

     Furnishings below are some of the old meter frankings used by different companies belonging 
to the famous TATA Group.  

 

 
1    TATA Construction and Projects Ltd, Calcutta 

                                             2    TATA Press Ltd.  Bombay 

 

 
1 TATA Iron and Steel Company Ltd, Jamshedpur 

                                               2      TATA Iron and Steel Company Ltd, Noamundi  
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1  TATA Iron and Steel Company Ltd, Jamshedpur (Different) 

                                             2  TATA Iron and Steel Company Ltd, Jamadoba  
 

 
1 TATA Refractories Ltd, Belpahar, Orissa 

                                                  2    TATA Electric Company Ltd, Bombay 
                                                  3    TATA SSL Ltd, Bombay 
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                                                                1   TATA Davy Ltd, Calcutta 

    2   TATA Robins-Fraser Ltd Jamshedpur 

 
 

 
IPITATA Sponge Iron Ltd, Joda, Orissa 

 
 
 

Courtesy: 

Sudhir Jain 
National Chairman : Jainism Philately Group 

Governing Council Member : Philatelic Congress of India 
Secretary : Central India Philatelic Society 

SATNA (M.P.) 485005. 
M - 09425174190 
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India Abroad 

Theme ‘Ramayana’ on stamps 

International Dance Day 

 

UN Post issued six Souvenir Sheets to commemorate International Dance Day on 29th April, 2016 

of which one represents the Indian theme Ramayana. 
 
 

Indonesia – Thailand Joint Issue 

 
On 5

th
 May, 2016 Indonesia and Thailand issued stamps featuring Ramayana to celebrate their 66

th
 anniversary of 

diplomatic relations.  In addition to the stamps, Indonesia issued a Souvenir Sheet and hologram Souvenir Sheets. 
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New Pictorial Cancellations from Germany 

The following pictorial cancellations issued/going to be issued on respective dates from Germany 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

                                                                               Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer                                                               
Germany 
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ARMY POSTAL COVERS  

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 

 

                    CHINAR CORPS 100 YEARS ï 12 JAN 2016        2nd BATTALION THE THIRD GORKHA RIFLES ï 15 JAN 2016 

 

     21ST BATTALION THE RAJPUT REGIMENT - 15 JAN 2016           7TH BATTALION THE DOGRA REGIMENT - 15 JAN 2016 

 

15TH BATTALION THE GRENADIERS - 16 JAN 2016   6TH BATTALION THE RAJPUTANA RIFLES - 17 JAN 2016 

  

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE TRAINING SCHOOL AND DEPOT ï                   194 FIELD REGIMENT - 21 JAN 2016 

                                           20 JAN 2016 
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39 MOUNTAIN ARTILLERY BRIGADE - 25 JAN 2016        5TH BATTALION THE JAT REGIMENT ï 01 FEB 2016 

                                
17 PARACHUTE FIELD REGIMENT (8 RAJPUT) - 01 FEB 2016  34 (MARATHA) FIELD REGIMENT (CASSINO-II) - 01 FEB 2016 

     
FOURTH BATTALION THE GRENADIERS - 01 FEB 2016              SIXTH BN. THE KUMAON REGIMENT - 01 FEB 2016 

                    
193 MEDIUM REGIMENT - 01 FEB 2016        THIRD BATTALION THE GRENADIERS - 11 FEB 2016 

                          
ARMY DENTAL CORPS ï 15 FEB 2016             CORPS OF SIGNALS - 15 FEB 2016 
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       FIFTH BN THE THIRD GORKHA RIFLES - 17 FEB 2016            8TH BATTALION THE BIHAR REGIMENT - 19 FEB 2016 

 

105 ENGINEER REGIMENT - 28 FEB 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

NEW OFFICE BEARERS OF  
THE CALICUT PHILATELIC CLUB, CALICUT 

 

 
 

     The Annual General Body Meeting of the Calicut Philatelic Club was held at the Bullion Arcade, Calicut, on 1
st
 May, 

2016.  In the presence of the renowned philatelist and numismatist, Shri.Tom Vadakkummoola as the Electoral 
Officer, the following office bearers were elected. 
 
     President: Shri.U.B.Nayak, Vice President: Shri..T.Raghavan, Secretary: Shri.Ashwin Ramesh, Jt.Secretary: 
Shri.K.P.Mohammed, Treasurer: Shri.M.S.Bslakrishnan, Auditor: Shri.Balakrishnan N. 

 
     Executive Members: Adv.Abdul Salam K V., Shri. Abraham N A., Shri.Rajesh D. Nair, Shri.Jamaludheen T., 
Dr.Shibu Varghese, Shri.Mujeeb Rahman 
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Knowledge Bank 
 

THEMATIC PHILATELY  
(Points to be remembered) 

 
It is a collection of stamps on a specific theme, topic, 
purpose of issue or subject.  In this class, missing 
stamp of a particular set or series does not matter.  
Importance should be given to thematic relevance of 
stamps. 
 
Thematic philately started in 1928, and became 
popular from 1938. This class was added in a 
competitive exhibition in the year 1970.  The first 
Thematic Exhibition “Thema-Belga” was held in 
Brussels in 1976. 
 
Advantages: 
 i) For country collection, all stamps from the beginning 
of the selected period are to be included which may be 
very expensive.  Here no need to have completed 
sets. 
ii) Along with stamps one can include FDCs, Slogan 
cancellation, Special Cancellations, miniature sheets, 
maxim cards and other philatelic materials relevant to 
the subject of collection. 
iii) Get a chance to collect stamps of many countries. 
iv) It gives a lot of scope for one’s imagination.  It 
improves one’s knowledge in a particular field.  You 
are never a stamp licker but a creator of your own 
work. 
Examples of Themes: Birds, Roses, Butterflies, 
Horses, Bridges, Aeroplanes, Olympic Games, Cricket, 
Football, etc. 
Development of communication, Environment, 
Pollution, Biodiversity. 
 
Preparation and Arrangement of thematic 
collection for the Exhibition 
 
Main aspects:1. General appearance and presentation 
                       2. Thematic knowledge 
                       3. Philatelic knowledge 
 
Having selected a theme, collect the details of the 
theme and arrange them under various sub-titles. 
For eg: for the theme Musical Instruments, the sub 
titles may be 

a) String instruments 
b) Wind instruments 
c) Percussion instruments 

And each of these have further sub-divisions 
 

Selection of stamps and philatelic materials 
Stamps should be 

¶ Well Centred & Clean 

¶ Not soiled, creased & thinned 

¶ Without fading 

¶ With intact perforation 

¶ With light cancellation 
 

Try to include some variations in perforation, water 
mark, colour, printing, paper etc. 
Try to include rare stamps instead of common ones. 
 
 

 
Other philatelic materials: 
Postal Stationery, FDCs, Spl Covers, Pictorial 
cancellations, Slogan cancellations, Miniature Sheets, 
maxim cards, meter frankings, postal notes, colour 
trials, die cards, errors and varieties. 
 
Do not include: 
Forgeries or black listed stamps, unnecessary blocks, 
non-philatelic items, photographs and drawings 
 
Arrangement: 
 
Size of album 
sheets 

No of 
sheets 

 
Layout 

22 x 29 cms 16 4 x 4 
29 x 59 cms 12 4 x 3 
29 x 39 cms 9 3 x 3 

 
Place the stamps and materials in the album sheet in 
the best suitable lay out.  Do not over crowd or under 
crowd. Do not mix unused materials with used ones on 
the same page.  Mark the position lightly with pencil 
and remove the stamps.  Incorporate the write-up. 
Avoid harsh bordering.  Avoid spelling mistakes.  
Mount the stamps with hinges or havid mounts. Use 
windowing for affixing large covers, if necessary for 
hiding unwanted stamps. 
 
Prepare the title page with title in bold letters, a brief 
resume of the theme and some stamps if necessary 
may be exhibited in it.  Do not repeat the title on every 
sheet.  Do not use different colours. Do not write your 
name on the face pages of album sheets. Plan should 
be given mentioning the different sections and subtitles 
with number of sheets exhibited. 
On the back of the sheet give frame no, sheet no.  
your name and address. 
 
Judges look for 
The Plan: Is it logical? Does it follow through? Is it well 
developed into sections and sub-sections? 
 Does the exhibit follow through the items as listed on 
the plan? 
The presence of rare and unusual items relevant to the 
theme will be looked for; and their absence will also be 
noted. 
Large illustrations, maps and non-philatelic materials 
should be avoided except in the first one or two 
sheets. 
There should be no spelling errors and erasures.  
Statements should be readable and appropriate. 
They will look at the condition of the material which will 
count towards the evaluation of the exhibit. 
 
Marks 
Presentation and general impression 10 
Plan of the collection and development 
of the theme 

20 

Originality and appraisal of the theme 25 
Size of the collection 5 
Philatelic knowledge 15 
Condition and rarity of materials 25 

Total: 100 
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SPECIAL COVERS TO COST MORE 
 

      Government of India, Ministry of Communication & IT, Department of Posts, New Delhi vide their Note No.35-
20/2010-Phil (Part) dated 11

th
 May 2016 has decided to increase the charges for issue of special cancellation from 

Rs.5,000/- to Rs.12,500/- on working days and from Rs.10,000/- to Rs.25,000/- on Sundays and holidays.  If the 
cancellation is done on the proponent’s premises the amount will increase from the existing rate of Rs.10,000/- to 
Rs.25,000/- on working days and Rs.20,000/- to Rs.50,000/- on Sundays and holidays.  The new rate came into 
existence with effect from 11

th
 May, 2016. From this, it is sure that the cost of Special covers will increase. The copy of 

the postal note circulated is furnished below: 
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SPECIAL COVERS                       
                                                                                             Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan, Thiruvananthapuram 

Suresh Rao, Bengaluru 
 

 

  
15 March, 2016 (Vishakhapatnam) 

50 years of Spiritual Journey 
 

15 April 2016 (A.P.Debolim) 
50 Glorious Years of INHS Jeevanti 

  

19 April, 2016 (Vaishali) 
Garh of Raja Vishal 

 

23 April,.2016 (Bengaluru) ATEETA-2016 
Karnataka Govt. Medical Officers’ Assn. -  28

th
 State Conference 

  
26 April, 2016 (New Delhi) 

Shri Parshwa Padmavati Jinalaya Mahabalipuram Tirth Nyas 
 

1 May 2016 (Ujjain) 
Simhasthya : Panchkroshi Yatra 

  
03 May 2016 (Madikeri)  

Shantheyanda Okkada Hockey Namme 2016 
4 May 2016 (Kolkata) 

DGOF Employees Welfare Board 
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5 May 2016 (Panhala) 

Brave Fighter Narvir Shivaji Kashid  
 

8 May 2016 (A.P.Debolim) 
Indian Naval Air Squadron 300 

  
11 May 2016 (Lucknow) 

15 years of Transforming Lives – Western Union 
 

12 May 2016 (Ujjain) 
Mahamati Shri Prannath Ji 

  

12 May, 2016 (Mumbai) 
The Indian Institute of Architects 

 

17 May 2016 (Tiruchirappalli) 
Christ Church Fort, Teppakulam 

  
18 May 2016 (New Delhi) 

The State Trading Corporation of India Ltd 
21 May 2016 (Hyderabad) 

2560
th
 Birth Anniversary of Gautama Buddha 

 

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 
Membership Fee 

Life Membership Fee Rs.1500-00 

        -do-  (juniors) Rs.  750-00 

Annual Membership Fee Rs.  250-00* 

        -do-  (juniors) 
(*Valid upto 31

st
 March) 

Rs.  125-00* 

Admission Fee Rs.    50-00 
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New Issues From Other Countries 

 
Jersey 

Einstein’s Theory of General Relativity 
Issued on 11.05.2016 

 
 

 
Isle of Man 

Team GB Rio 2016 Olympics 
Issued on 23.05.2016 

 

 
Malta 

WWF “Endangered Species” 
Issued on 15.04.2016 
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Romania 

150 years since the foundation of the Romanian Dynasty  
Issued on 10.05.2016 

 

 
Iceland 

Tourism – Waterfall and Lagoon  
 Issued on 28.04.2016 

News in Brief 
 
     Special General Body meeting and Governing Council 
meeting of Philatelic Congress of India will held on 2

nd
 

and 3
rd

 July, 2016 at Hotel Parag, Rajbhavan Road,  
Bengaluru-560001.  It will hold seminars, presentations 
and discussions among members.   

~~~     ~~~     ~~~     ~~~ 
     It is reported that funds have been allotted to hold two 
district level philatelic exhibitions in Kerala.  Probably one 
will be at Pathanamthitta and the other will be in the 
Malabar area.  Details to be expected in the next issue. 

 
Forthcoming Indian Issues 
 
Tata Power Company Ltd 

 
10.06.2016 

 
Surya Namaskar 

 
21.06.2016 

 
Bombay Stock Exchange 

 
09.07.2016 

 

 
Disclaimer 

 
      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin 
are based on the information obtained from reliable 
sources.  Maximum care has been taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the contents however we give no 
guarantee or reliability or completeness of the 
information. 
 

 

Philatelic Links 
 
www.stampsofindia.com  

 
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   
 
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  
 
www.indianstampghar.com  
 
www.indianphilately.net 
 
www.exponet.info 
 
www.stangib.com 
 
www.f-i-p.ch 
 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
 
www.americantopicalassn.org 
 
www.philamirror.info 
 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
 
 

Forthcoming Events 

 

08 to 10 JULY 2016 

TRAVANCORE EXPO 2016  

National Level Coin & Stamp Exhibition 
By Philatelic and Numismatic Association, Thiruvananthapurm, 
At Bhagyamala Auditorium, Chandrasekharan Nair Stadium, 
Palayam, Thiruvananthapuram. 

 

25 to 27 NOVEMBER 2016 
Diamond Jubilee Exhibition  

By South India Philatelistôs Association, Chennai 
at St. Bedeôs Centenary Auditorium, No.37 Santhome High Road, 
Santhome, Mylapore, Chennai-600 004. 

 

24 to 26 DECEMBER 2016 
Naturepex ð 2016  

Philatelic Exhibition  on Nature & Environment 
By Eastern India Philatelistôs  Association 
At Bhubaneswar. 
 

26 to 30 JANUARY 2017 

INPEX 2017 National Philatelic Exhibition  

By Philatelic Society of India, Mumbai 
At the Expo Center, First floor,  Arcade Building 
World Trade Centre, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai.  
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Published by V.Balakrishnan Nair, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association,  TC-ψȾψύϊȟ Ȱ6ÉÓÈÎÕÐÒÉÙÁȱ   "-7,                              

Sree Vilas Lane,  Kowdiar,  Thiruvananthapuram-695003 
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