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FIRST SCENTED STAMP OF INDIA 

 

 
      
     India Post issued its first scented stamp óSandalwoodô on 13th December, 
2006 and there by joining the group of a few countries who have issued such 
stamps like New Zealand, USA, Thailand and Switzerland.  
 
     For long lasting the fragrance, the printing of the stamps were done in three 
stages.  In the first stage, the stamp was printed as any other normal stamp.  In 
the second stage, for giving fragrance, a special Sandalwood based ink 
(imported from U.K.) was put into the cells of 30 to 40 microns depth, in the 
cylinders used for photogravure printing, and the stamps were rolled onto these 
cylinders.  In the process, under pressure, these were transferred on to the 
stamp paper.  The third stage was the encapsulation stage, where the stamps  
were dried.  During the process of drying microcapsules of the ink were formed 
and these got permanently embedded in the stamp.  It is these microcapsules 
which hold the fragrance.  Whenever the stamp is rubbed, these microcapsules 
brake and emit the fragrance. 
 

Source: Philately News Letter ï April-December 2006 



                                         Editorial  
 

 
 Dear Friends, 
      
      Sorry for the delay in publishing this issue, as I 
was out of country for the last ten days. 
 
      In this issue you can read an interesting article 
on ñInternational Reply Couponò by Dr. Satyendra 
Kumar Agrawal, who is a well-known philatelist and 
philatelic writer. 
 
      I once again request you to send us good 
articles on philately to publish in this bulletin, without 
which, we cannot fulfil our aim of spreading philatelic 
knowledge. 
 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile:09387801948 
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Dear Secretary APA, 
 
     Thank you very much for including the news about 
Diwali, Id & Hanukkah Stamps to be issued in 2017 by 
the Canada Post.  
 
     In the Canadian Multicultural Mosaic, this recognition 
will be very much appreciated. This is good example for 
Royal Mail and United States to follow. In view of the 
significant population of Indian origin. United States 
Postal Services should follow, as they have already 
issued stamps for Eid (twice) and Hanukkah but not for 
DIWALI. 
 
     There are no Joint-stamps issues between Canada 
and USA with India that would be suitable in the current 
context of Indo-American and Indo-Canadian relations. 
Such issues create awareness of friendship, harmony, 
bondage between not only general public but between 
nations. 
 

Prakash Mody,  
Toronto, Canada 

 Dear Sir, 
 
     Your Bulletin is excellent in quality and beautifully 
designed.  Keep it up. 
 
     With regards, 

Subhash Rao 
Hyderabad 

 

Readerôs Column 
 

    
Hello Sir, 
 
      I am very glad and happy to see the 5th magazine 
and it was very useful and all the messages are in 
detail. 
 
     I really appreciate and my best wishes 
 
     If anybody interested in army covers from 2011 to till 
date pls contact me 9965904117 or mail 
me umaraj@rediffmail.com 
 
    Thanking you, 
    
                                               Rajendran, Tiruchirappalli 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
     Can you please arrange one or two set of meghdoot 
pcs (8nos) photo of which appeared in July 
issue of Anantapuri stamp bulletin? Please inform me 
amounts to be sent. 
 
     With regards. 
                                                        Dr Pranachand Panda, 

                                                     Ananta Nagar,5th lane,  
                                            Berhampur-760005, Odisha. 
 
 
 
We are sorry to inform you that the images appeared in the 
bulletin are only for information purposes.  We are not selling 
any items except specially mentioned. 
 

Editor 
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New Indian Issues 

 
 
 
 

Bombay Stock Exchange 
 

 
Issued on 09 July 2016 

Rs.5/- 

 
Tadoba-Andhari National Park 

 

 
On the occasion of International Tiger Day, India Post issued two 

commemorative stamps with face values of Rs.5/- and Rs.25/- 
and a miniature sheet priced Rs.30/- on 29th July, 2016. 

 
 

New Definitive Stamp 

 
Rana Pratap (Face Value Rs.10/-) 

 
 

PICTURE POST CARD 
 

Karnataka Postal Circle issued two sets of 12 Picture Post Card depicting Olympic events and Orchids.  
These are available at Post Shopee and e-post of India Post at the cost of Rs.60/- per set. 

 

  
Courtesy: Suresh R 

Bengaluru 
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      International Reply Coupon  

                                    
© Dr.Satyendra KumarAgrawal  

 

     Wit hin the  native country , demand for an SASE (Self -addressed stamped 

envelope) can easily be met but for outside where your country stamp is not valid for 

postage, problem arises and to solve it many suggestions  have been  put forward e.g. 

the Reply Paid Postcard (carte postale ave c reponse payee), International reply 

coupon  etc. but for a number of reasons they were not acceptable to the members of 

the UPU. The UPU was formally established in 1874. After many years of discussions, 

during the 1906 Rome Congress of UPU postal adminis trations, the concept of the 

International Reply Coupon was agreed upon.  

     The first IRCs were issued on  October 1st, 1907 and was an immediate success. It 

had universal validity and u ntil the end of 1990 all IRCs were able to be exchanged 

for a stamp(s ) prepaying a letter to be sent by surface mail. The Washington 

Convention became effective 1 January 1991 and saw an IRC able to be exchanged 

for a stamp(s) for a letter to be sent abroad via airmail.  

 

The format of coupon agreed to at the 1906 Rome Congress  

     Before selling, a postmark at the left on the face of the coupon is applied which 

indicates where and when the coupon was issued and on the time of its redemption,   
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it is postmarked at right by the redeeming postal clerk, who then keeps it  and 

provides the correct amount of postage to the bearer. This box is marked ñTimbre de 

bureau qui effectue lô®changeò, which means: ñStamp of the office making the 

exchangeò. 

     

Issued and redeemed IRCs  

     UPU member postal services are obliged to exchange an IRC for postage, but are 

not obliged to sell them.  

     Prices for IRCs also vary from  country  to cou ntry  and have an expiry date.  

     When U.S. international postage rates were increased in July 1995, the cost of an 

IRC was increased from 95¢ to $1.05, and a message was transmitted to all U.S. post 

offices July 11, 1995, stating in part, "Old rate international reply coupons (95¢) will 

continue to be sold in combination with the 10¢ Red Cloud [stamp] or its equivalent. 

The additional postag e is to be affixed to the IRCs at the point of sale."  

     This was the first time the Postal Service authorized the use of stamps to revalue 

an IRC, though the unauthorized use of stamps for this purpose is known for an 

increase from 22¢ to 26¢ in 1974.  

     Another variance in IRCs occurred when postal rates varied within a country.   

Just as when you had to add a three -cent stamp to get your local mail delivered, IRCs 

purchased within certain time periods may have both a postmark and an additional 

posta ge stamp attached to cover the difference in postage.  

 

The use of added stamps to reval ue IRCs following a rate change  authorized by the United 

States in 1995.  
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     Coupons are occasionally found pasted to the back of envelopes (not just by 

philatelists); this is certainly irregular; sometimes the overseas post office cancels the 

coupon in the appropriate hand stamp circle, or draws a blue crayon rectangle around 

them . Even when taxe marks are applied, however, quite often there is no sign that 

the item actually paid any postage due  

 

Designs of IRCs  

     Throughout the life of the International Reply Coupon, the design of the Coupon 

has had only a single design at any one time, although the design has changed 

progressively over the years and languages varied in some versions within the same 

style with varying degrees of ornament and bureaucracy. Each UPU Congress can 

specify in its resulting Convention a new model as an d when required taking into 

consideration currency and social changes as well as trying to make the IRC simpler 

to understand for the user.  

     Every new design of IRC had taken its name from the city where the UPU 

Congress was held. All together there are six basic designs that have appeared over 

the past 100 years  

     

     1. Rome Model:  It is the First design introduced on 1 October 1907 after the 

1906 Rome Postal Union Congress depicting an allegorical female figure delivering 

mail from one part of the globe to another with printed name of the issuing country, 

and message on the front a ppearing in a language relevant to the issuing country.  

 

 

Rome Model, 1907  

     2. London Model:  introduced on 1 July 1930 after the 1929 UPU Congress.  
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London Model, 1930  

     3. Vienna Model:  introduced on 1 January 1966 after the 1964 Vienna UPU 

Congress  

 

Vienna Model,  1966   

     4.  Lausanne Model:  introduced on 1 July 1975 after the UPU's centenary 

Congress in 1974 in Lausanne.  The front of this IRC is printed in yellow with the 

design of a bird carrying a letter in its beak, superimposed over the geographic grid of 

a world globe, with a background of vertical stripes.  

 

Lausanne Model,  1975  
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     5. Beijing Model:  It depicts a Beijing girl on front of the IRC introduced on 1 

January 2002 after the 1999 Beijing UPU Convention. This model is remembered for   

introducing the most radical changes to IRCs that have occurred since they first 

appeared. It doubled in size to 148 x 105 mm   and was printed on stiffer paper so 

that  its machine processing was  possible. It also incorporate a lengthy bar code with 

code lettering and numerals representing  the country of issue, dates of printing, its 

validity ,the value  and finally  a pair of letters changing from AA to AB etc for each 

batch of 10,000 IRCs.  It  is known as Beijing Model  No.1  

 

   

Beijing Model No.1, 2002  

     A new design was introduced on 1 July 2006 after the 2004 Bucharest UPU 

Congress returned to an allegorical design using two hands (a detail of the Creation, 

from the Sistine Chapel) in front of an outline of a postage stamp. It is known as 

Beijing Model No. 2.  

 

Beijing Model No.2, 2006  

 

     It was re - issued with a minor change in design inscribing 100 ans/1907 -2007on 

the featured stamp to mark the centenary of the UPU and popularly known as Beijing 

Model No.2 - Centenary Issue.   
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Beijing Model No.2 -Centenary Issue, 2007  

     6.  Nairobi Model : It came into use from 1 July 2009  having a validity ending on 

31 December 2012 after the UPU Congress was held in Nairobi in Kenya from 13 

August to 3 September 2008  .It was designed by a graphic artist from Luxembourg -  

Rob van Goor.  

 

Nairobi Model,  2009  

Regional Reply Coupons  

     In addition to IRCs, which are issued throughout the world under the auspices of 

the Universal Postal Union in Bern, Switzerland, a number of regional reply coupons 

have been issued by some of the world's smaller postal  unions.  

     The British Empire issued Imperial Reply Coupons and then Commonwealth Reply 

Coupons used within the British Commonwealth. They first came in to  use in April 

1927  and were invalidated on 31 October 1975.  

   

Imperial and then Commonwealth Reply Coupons, 1927  
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     The French Postal Union issued French Colonial Reply Coupons (and now coupons 

for the outlying departments) in 1926 and The Postal Union of the Americas and 

Spain (UPAE) issued coupons in 1936.The Arab Postal Union i n 1956.  

    

French Colonial, 1926 and Arab Postal Union coupons, 1956  

     Several other small postal unions have also issued their own reply coupons: 

Japan -Manchuria in1936, Japan -Ryukyu in1956 etc.  

    

Japan -Manchuria, 1936 and Japan -Ryukyu, 1956 co upons  

     The needs for Regional Reply Coupons arouse to meet the benefits of 

concessionary Empire postal rates.  Historically, this concession was introduced on 

social grounds, for the large volume of correspondence between friends and relatives 

living in  the various countries of the British Empire, also followed by other unions and 

colonies but most of them were in use for a limited period.   

 

West African postal conference (CAPTEAO)  
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Making money with IRC  

     The profit that could be made by taking advantage of the differing postal rates in 

different countries to buy IRCs cheaply in one country and exchange them for stamps 

to a larger value in another country was the intended profit generator for a scheme 

opera ted by Charles Ponzi.He was an Italian immigrant in USA during 19 th  century.  

With dreams of greatness, Ponzi devised a scheme where large quantities of IRCs 

were to be bought in countries with week currency and redeemed in  countries with 

strong currency, thereby making large profits. The whole plan ended when he ran out 

of investors.   

     The selling price and exchange value in stamps in each country were since 

adjusted to some extent to remove some of the potential for profit, but ongoing 

fluctuations i n cost of living and exchange rates make it impossible to achieve this 

completely.  

IRC as óHam Currencyô 

     IRCs are very popular among amateur radio operators sending QSL cards to each 

other.   It has traditionally been considered good practice and comm on courtesy to 

include an IRC when writing to a foreign operator and expecting a reply by mail.  

     Such ñsecond handò IRCs circulate widely within the amateur radio community as 

ñham currencyò, without ever being exchanged for postage stamps. 

An Example of Universal Co -operation  

     The UPU was formally established in 1874 The Universal Postal Union is an 

organization created to encourage cooperation among postal services of the world. 

The IRC is a small example of this cooperation, as it is recognized i n every UPU 

country.  

 

A bird with International Reply Coupons as symbolic wings  

 (Switzerland 1983)  
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New Pictorial Cancellations  

The following pictorial cancellations are going to be issued on respective dates by the respective countries 

 

 

 
 

  
 

Germany Germany Czech Republic 

 

 
Germany 

 

Special Registration Label of Czech Republic featuring rhinoceros 

 

   Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer                                                               
Germany 
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Association News 

 

 

NEW OFFICE BEARERS OF  ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION  

 

 

 

     The Annual General Body Meeting of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association held on 09.07.2016 elected the following 
new office bearers for the period 2016-18.  President: Dr.V.Balakrishnan Nair, Vice President: Mr.Hentry Smith 
Kumar, Secretary: Mr.P.Mohanachandran Nair, Jt.Secretary: Dr.Denny Unnikrishnan, Treasurer: Mr.Jacob Philip, 
Executive Committee Members: Dr.Aneesh A, R.K.Rajasekharan, Boben J.E., C.Krishnankutty Nair, Sreejesh 
Krishnan, V.Sasikumar, Dr.S.Satheesh.  Internal Auditor: Mr.Unnikrishna Pillai B. 
 

 

FARTHEST DISTANCE TRAVELLED POSTAGE STAMP 

     NASA is celebrating a 29 cent Pluto-themed postage stamp stuck to the side of the New Horizons space 
craft that has travelled nearly 3.5 billion miles from Earth.   

     NASA says the 1991 stamp that carried the message 
ñPluto Not Yet Exploredò helped inspire the New Horizons 
team. The team stuck it to the spacecraft shortly before it 
launched in January 2006, and NASA says the US Postal 
Service officially cancelled it after New Horizons made its fly-
by of Pluto last July. 

     Guinness World Records recognised the stamp at Postal 
Service headquarters in Washington on last month for the 
farthest distance travelled by a postage stamp. 

     The stamp and New Horizonsô next stop is a Kuiper Belt 
object 1 billion miles beyond Pluto, where the spacecraft is expected to arrive in 2019. 

 Source: Hindustan Times E paper  
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INDIA ABROAD 
 

Spain will issue a stamp on Taj Mahal on 23th Sept 2016 in Wonders of the World Series  

 
 

 

60 Years of Diplomatic relationship between Oman-India

 

 
                                          Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan,     

                                                 Thiruvananthapuram 
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Knowledge Bank 
 

COUNTRY IDENTIFIER ON STAMPS 

 
 
 

Philatelic Terms  

 
Maxim Card: Picture post card having related stamp 
and cancellation on the picture side. 
 

Miniature Sheet:  Issued in commemoration of Special 
stamps, smaller than regular stamp sheets, and may 
be perforated or imperforated.  Around the stamps 
there might be ornamental border or related 
information/illustration printed. 

 

Mint: Stamps sold by the Post Office in perfect 
condition with full gum. 

 

Mirror Print: Part or all print on face of a stamp, is 
reversed as an image in mirror.  (This is an error) 

 

Mophila: A class of philately concentrating on the 
collection of stamps issued during the last fifteen years 

 

 
 

 
CONDITION OF STAMPS  

TO BE COLLECTED  
 

     Care should be taken to collect stamps 
giving importance to their condition.  Mint 
stamps should still have their original gum on 
the back, except in cases where the stamps 
were originally issued without gum.  
Specimens with creases or with some of the 
perforations short than the others should not 
be included in your collection. 
 

 
 
     Similarly, in used stamps, badly broken or 
clipped perforations, bends, wrinkles, pin 
holes, tears, prominent creases, ingrained dirt 
which cannot be removed, back thinned out 
by careless removal of the adhering paper, 
should be avoided.  Heavy cancellations 
which obliterate most of the design should 
better be avoided.   
 

 
 
 
     Margins of imperforate stamps should be 
equal in all sides.  In case of perforated 
stamps the image should appear in the exact 
centre of the perforated area giving equal 
margins on all sides. 
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Inscription on Stamps Country Name 

REPUBLICA ITALIANA Italy 

REPUBLICA DE GUINEA 
ECUATORIAL 

 
Equatorial Guinea 

REPUBLICA ORIENTAL Uruguay 

REPUBLICA POPULARA 
ROMINA 

 
Romania 

REPUBLIQUE AUTONOME 
DUE TOGO 

 
Togo 

REPUBLIQUE 
5Ω!½9w.!LW!b 

 
Azerbaijan 

REPUBLIQUE DE COTE 
5ΩL±hLw9 

 
Ivory Coast 

REPUBLIQUE GABONAISE Gabon 

REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE 
DE MAURI-TANIE 

 
Mauritania 

REPUBLIQUE MALGACHE Madagascar 

REPUBLIQUE RWANDAISE Rwanda R.F. (France) 

REY Spain 

RIN,  RN Japan 

RODI Aegean Island 

ROMANA, ROMANIA, 
ROMINA 

 
Romania 

ROSS DEPENDENCY New Zealand 

wh¸!¦a9 59 [Ω!w!.L9 
SAOUDITE 

 
Saudi Arabia 

 
RP 

Liechtenstein or 
Switzerland 

RSA South Africa from 1961 

S.MARINO San Marino 

S.W.A South West Africa 



 
SPECIAL COVERS 

 

  
16 Feb 2016 : Shimla : Approval No. HP/01/2016 

Devi Chandika Temple, Kothi Kinnaur H.P. 
03 June 2016 : Shillong 

65
th
 Plenary of North Eastern Council, Shillong 

 

  
26 June 2016 :  Mumbai.  Approval No. MH/22/2016 

Inauguration of New Rotary International District 3141 
 

17 June 2016 : Jamshedpur Approval No. JH/07/2016 
VIKAS PARV : CHHAU DANCE 

  
27 June 2016 : Shimla  : Approval No. HP/05/2016 

Loreto Convent School Tara Hall, Shimla 
17 July 2016 : Kolkata : Dhwaja Yatra 2016 

Shree Digamber Jain Agarwal Samaj (Youth Wing) 
 

  
23 July 2016 : Allahabad : Approval No. UP/12/2016 

Amar Shaheed Chandrashekhar Azad Park, Allahabad  
26 July 2016 : Bangalore : Approval No. KTK/10/2012 

Kargil Diwas ï 2016 ï National Military Memorial 
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10 July 2016 : Patna 
Distribution of Gangajal from Patna GPO 

27 July 2016 : Chennai 
Dr.A.P.J.Abdul Kalam 

 

 

 

 
 
      Karnataka postal Circle jointly with Tamilnadu Postal Circle and Air Asia, released a Special carried cover to 
commemorate ñKABALI ï SPECIAL FLIGHTò take off for Ranjaikanthôs film, between the route of Bangalore ï Chennai ï 
Bangalore on 22

nd
 July 2016. In the History of Philately, it is the first time that a carried cover is released on Cinema.  The 

cover posted from Bangalore International Airport S.O. on 22
nd

 July 2016 and on the same day the bag was opened at 
Chennai Airport, and then it was send to the addressee at Anna Road Head Post office.  The cover was returned to the 
sender from Anna Road HO after affixing the seal of ñRETURN TO SENDERò and the next day on 23

rd
 July 2016 (due to 

flight delay) it was delivered to the sender at Bangalore GPO. 
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27 July 2016  Thiruvananthapuram   Approval No.KL-14/2016 
Gajamutthassi - Dakshayani 

 
 
                                                                                                                   Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan,Thiruvananthapuram 

                                                                                                                                                        Pradip Jain, Patna 

                                                                                                                                                       Suresh R, Bengaluru 

New Meghdoot Cards 

            

New Issues From Other Countries 

Croatia-Slovenia Joint Issue 
 

 
150

th
 Anniversary of the Battle of Vis (Lissa) 

Issued on 18.07.2016 
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United Nations 
 

 

UN released a set of setenent stamps on 22.07.2016 to promote the contribution of sports to peace 

Portugal 
 

 
 

Issued on 16.07.2016 
 

19 
 



 

PICTURE POST CARDS                                                                          By: Sreejesh Krishnan 

Pandharichi Waari Mobile Post Office 

 

     During Pandharpur pilgrimage a procession known as ñPandharichi Waariò carrying the symbolic sandals of 
Dhyaneshwar on a Palkhi starts from Alandi (near Pune) to reach Pandharpur on Ashadhi Ekadashi.  On this 
occasion, a Pandharichi Waari Mobile Post Office was inaugurated by Postmaster General of Pune, which 
accompanied the procession and provided communication service from 28th June to 15th July, 2016. During this 
period, a set of 15 postcards specially printed with photographs capturing various memorable moments of Waari 
was released for sale at the Mobile Post Office. Special Cancellation for each day of the eighteen-day pilgrimage 
depicting the 'Spirit of Waari' was provided through the Mobile Post Office. It was the first time that such a mobile 
post office was accompanying the pilgrimage. 
 

  

28 June 2016 : Alandi Devachi 

  

30 June 2016 : Pune 

  

02 July 2016 : Saswad 
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03 July 2016 : Jejuri 

  

04 July 2016 : Walha 

    

05 July 2016 : Lonand 

   

06 July 2016 : Taradgaon 
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07 July 2016 : Phaltan 

  

08 July 2016 : Barad 

  

09 July 2016 : Natepute 

  

10 July 2016 : Malshiras 
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11 July 2016 : Velapur 

  

12 July 2016 : Bhandishagaon 

  

13 July 2016 : Wakhari 

  

15 July 2016 : Pandarpur 
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