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ONAM  
 

     Onam is a harvest festival of Kerala, which is celebrated during the Malayalam 
month of Chingam (Aug-Sept).  It commemorates the Vamana avathara of Vishnu who 
was offered land equivalent to three paces of feet by Mahabali, the grandson of 
Prahlada.  Vamana grew up and measured the earth with one footstep, with the second 
he measured heaven.  There was no place for the third step and Mahabali requested 
Vamana to place the final step on his head.  In doing so Mahabali was sent down to 
Sutala, the heaven-like underworld.  Mahabali was granted permission by Vamana to 
visit his kingdom once a year.  And so Keralites celebrate Onam festival in memory of 
this great king Mahabali who would keep his promise to visit them every year.  This 
festival is celebrated with most number of cultural elements like Vallomkali(Boat Race), 
Pulikali, Pookkalam, Thumbi Thullal, Onasadya etc. 
 

     
     Vamana                      Aranmula boat race                   Pookkalam 

                     Avatar                              cancellation                         (Floral design) 



                                         Editorial  
 Dear Friends, 
      
      It is observed that India Post, after the setting up of e-post 
are selling philatelic materials at exorbitant prices.  For eg. 
Surya Namaskar.  India post has been selling sheetlet, FDC 
with coloured cancellation etc., only through e-post as 
presentation pack (quality of pack is very poor), with a premium 
of over Rs.600/- Recently issued Olympic stamps and orchids 
are no exception.  Publicity was made all over the country that 
these items are printed only in a limited quantity and so 
philatelic bureaus will not sell these items.  Here I wish to point 
out one example in this context. The sheetlet of ICC World Cup 
2015, sold through e-post at the rate of Rs.400/- is now 
available at Thiruvananthapuram Philatelic Bureau at Rs.100/-  
People like myself who purchased this at Rs.400/- in 2015, from 
e post, feel like fools. 
 
       This should be curbed.  So I request all philatelists to 
protest this unethical practice of e-post.  I also request Philatelic 
Advisory Committee and Philatelic Congress of India to 
intervene in this issue and save philately. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 

Mobile:09387801948 
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Dear Editor, 
 
     Thanks for August 2016 issue. As usual, it is very attractive 
and informative. You have covered all latest news as well as 
research articles. Congratulations. 

 
Sudhir Jain 

sudhirjain@unistar.co.in 
Sir,  
 
     Thanks for publishing this informative stamp bulletin so 
regularly. It helps to keep the philatelists updated and as 
information is wide ranging it will prove beneficial to many 
collectors. If one page is devoted for collectors to post their 
profile and philatelic interests in a compact way, perhaps you 
could help bringing more stamp lovers in contact with each 
other. 
     Wishing you all the best for you efforts. 
 

Anjul Gupta 

gupta.anjul@gmail.com  
Sir,   
 
     It is not justified to sale the sheetlet of Suryanamaskar 
through E-post only by pricing more than the double of the 
materials supplied. 
      This will discourage the new collectors. 

                                                                Dr. P C Panda, 

Berhampur, Odisha 
 Sir, 

  
     The article on International Reply Coupons is quite 
educative to upcoming philatelists. I hope more such articles 
will come in future. 

                                                            K C. Naidu 

                                                             Visakapatnam 

Readerôs Column 
 

    
Dear APA, 
 
     The August 2016 bulletin is more informative. Thanks to the 
article on IRC's and Waari Mobile Post Office. I think that the 
name Ponzi schemes may have originated from IRC's!!  The 
article on farthest travelled postage stamp is interesting. Best 
wishes to the Association and newly elected Office bearers. 
Expecting better issues in the coming months. 
 

V.Syam Kumar, 

AVP(Services), GSTN,N.Delhi-37 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
     This new issue is very interest and with a nice Layout like 
all issues before.   It´s a pleasure for me to send philatelic 
information from Germany for the Bulletins of APA. Good 
philatelic Indian-German cooperation. Many thanks! 
  

Wolfgang Beyer, 

 Germany  
Hi , 
 
     E bulletin contains lot of information, especially article on 
"International reply coupon" which was explained in details. 
 
     Looking forward for the more informative articles in 
upcoming issues. 
 
     Best wishes, 

Anurag Squrabh 

Bengaluru 
 

Dear Sir, 
 
     Your bulletin is Good and informative 
 

Raghavan T 
Calicut 
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New Indian Issues 

 

RIO OLYMPICS 

 
Set of 4 stamps @ Rs.5/- x 2 and Rs.25/- x 2 

Miniature Sheet Rs.60/- 
Issued on 05.08.2016 

 

 
 

ORCHIDS 
 

 
 

Set of 6 stamps  
Rs.5/- x 2, Rs.15/- x 2 and Rs.25/- x 2 

Miniature Sheet Rs.90/- 
Issued on 08.08.2016 

 

 
 
 

 

TOURISM IN INDIA 
 

 
 

Souvenir Sheet  Rs.25/- issued on 15.08.2016 
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INDIAN METAL CRAFTS 
 

 
Set of 6 stamps 

Rs.5/- x 2, Rs.15/- x 2 and Rs.25/- x 2 
Miniature Sheet Rs.90/- 
Issued on 26.08.2016 

 

 

JAGADGURU 
SRI SHIVARATHRI 

RAJENDRA SWAMY 
 

 
 

Rs.5/- 
Issued on 27.08.2016 

 

 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

 
Contains 6 different sheetlets, 1 miniature sheet, 1 FDC and 1 Brochure 

 
RIO OLYMPICS 

 
Rs.2200/- 

 
ORCHIDS 

 
Rs.2200/- 

 

INDIAN METAL CRAFTS 
Contains one sheetlet, 1 miniature sheet, 1 FDC and 1 Brochure 

 
Rs.1000/- 
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©Dr.Satyendra Kumar Agrawal 
 

Worldôs First Stamp Booklet  
 
     The need of the hour has always given birth to an innovation which sometimes add new trends in some 
fields. The Stamp Booklets are also an innovation. Great Britain first recognized the concept of issuing 
stamp booklets in 1878, when it was proposed to the then Postmaster General and accepted by 
Parliament.  Nothing was done with the idea however, until Luxembourg produced the Worldôs first official 
booklet in 1895. 

    

Luxembourg 1895 
 

     It was a pane of 24 x 5c stamps housed in a protective folder which could be easily put into any pocket, 
wallet or handbag with an easy to tear off facility for each stamp. 
 
     Convenience factor of this booklet attracted many postal administrations around the globe and soon 
they started issuing such booklets. More and more experiments were also carried out to make it more 
convenient and popular among the public. 

 

The smallest ever booklet: 48X24 mm, South Africa 1930 

     A few countries used ordinary sheets of stamps and a few others adopted special editions of their 
existing stamps to meet the challenges associated with its printing, easy separation of stamps, 
environmental conditions, binding and expenses of booklet covers. They issued the existing stamps with 
different perforations, sheet-margins, imperforate on some sides, combinations of se-tenant stamps etc. 
 
     To meet the production cost, advertisements on booklet covers and Stampsô tab were added. 
Interleaves provided for the safety of stamps were also booked for commercial advertising. Attractive labels 
were attached to decorate or to make more meaningful greeting mails. 
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Self-adhesive stamp booklets 
 
     Selfïadhesive stamp booklets are also in fashion now a days, when folded, a self-adhesive paneôs peel- 
able backing becomes the outer cover of a booklet. 
 

 
 

 
 

The first self-adhesive se-tenant stamp booklet, Gibraltar 1974 

 
 
Prestige Stamp Booklets 
 
     In 1969 an another type of booklet appeared in the philatelic market issued by Great Britain, titled 
ñStamps for Cooksò what is known today as ñPrestige Stamp Bookletsò. In this booklet, in addition to 
stamps, 12 recipes on interleaving pages and on se-tenant labels attached to the booklet panes. Coloured 
illustrations of the finished dishes are also included. ñPrestige bookletò means a souvenir booklet with 
informational pages in addition to stamps. India also issued a prestige booklet to commemorate INDIA 89 
exhibition. 
 

 
 

    
 

GB prestige stamps booklet ñStamps for Cooks ñ1969 with recipes inside 
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French Prestige Stamp Booklet, 2010 with traditional flavors and their recipes inside 

 

 
 

Prestige Booklet ïñINDIA 89ò-14 sheetlets printed specially with different perforations 
than the normal issue 

 
     It has added a new dimension in the field of booklets and their use even after use of the stamps on 
mails. Its popularity has attracted many postal administrations to issue such booklets for various purposes. 
A few countries have used it to popularise its flora & fauna, places of tourist attractions, culture, art and 
postal history and also to commemorate or publicise any event (India 1989). 
 
Booklets as Free Pass, Entrance Ticket etc. 
 
     There are also some other uses for the booklets which were explored from time to time .Their covers 
were used as Free pass for admission during Ameripex 1986, in USA. 
 

 
Cover served as Free Pass for Ameripex1986 
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     It also served as an entrance ticket to Stamp show -1989 in Melbourne, Australia as well as a Met Pass 
valid for public transportation system during the days of the show. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Contains Entrance Ticket for Stamp Show-1989 and Free Pass for Public Transport 
 

 
    A few such booklets issued that were used for winning prizes and lottery are: 

 

1992 - Australia - Booklet with competition for a flight to the Olympics 
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Booklet with competition for a trip on the train ñGhanò, Australia 1993 
 

 
 

     
 

Lottery booklet to win a Royal Mail Paddington Kite, GB 1994 
 

 
 

Scratch and win booklet, GB 1998 
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     USA issued 30 x 1c or 2c booklets pane for military personnel serving with the Allied Expeditionary 
Force in France, during World War I. Australia also issued booklets for its soldiers in Vietnam in 1967, 
having waxy covers to meet the humid, tropical environment of Southeast Asia. 
 

 
 

Special booklets for Australian Defense Forces in Vietnam in 1967  
containing 10x5c Thorn bill stamp with waxy cover 

 
Greetings and Perfumed Booklets 
 
     Increasing popularity of Stamp booklets among public and philatelic world led the issuing countries to 
make profit, making them more and more attractive using recent innovations in printing and other 
technologies. Australia issued perfumed cover booklet using Micro-bubble printing technology. Greeting 
stamp booklet with matching labels and stickers to decorate the mails, windowed covers and holograms are 
available. A few issued commemorative stamps series only in booklet form. The love of the collectors for 
such booklets restricted their use and kept them forever. There by filling the pockets of issuing postal 
administrations. 

 

 
 Perfumed booklet 

 
     Philatelic varieties to certain extent and the thematic appeal of the Stamp Booklets have made it an 
important philatelic element in any Traditional or Thematic collection. 
  
     Here I wish to talk about thematic collections only. There are four components of booklets which are of 
importance 
 
1. the tabs 
2. the sheet-margins 
3. the fly-leaves and  
4. the cover. 
 
     TABS In any collection, if tabs have some relation with the theme, it would be a great addition in any 
collection from thematic as well as philatelic point of view. It becomes even more important if the stamp 
with tab is available on a genuinely travelled item. 
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Advertisement tab 
 

     This practice of printing private advertisement after sheet of stamps were put into circulation by the 
Dutch authorities during 1990s, was soon stopped by the officials.   
 
     SHEET-MARGINS If the sheet margin i.e. the top and bottom margins in some stamp booklets have 
something to offer thematically, its addition in any thematic collection would be strongly recommended. 
Early French booklets used these margins for advertisements and these are proven jewels in any advanced 
collection. 
 

 
 

Advertisements on sheet margins 
 

 
     FLY-LEAVES To protect stamps from sticking together, a few countries have inserted protective leaves 
between the sheets of stamps. Sometimes these protective leaves are used for advertisement even with 
coloured illustrations. If oneôs theme has some relation to these, it would again be an important addition to 
the collection.  
 

 
 

Advertising Fly-leaves, South Africa 1943 
 
     THE COVER In early booklets, the cover often contained some texts related to the stamp but one may 
come across booklets having covers of thematic appeal. Advertisements, thematic details and coloured 
illustrations may be found on the front and back as well as its inside covers with which one may establish 
relation of its  
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theme, again making the collection more meaningful, thematically as well as philatelically. It is important to 
note that an empty booklet is not a philatelic element and hence is not a collectible.  
 

 
 

Advertising cover 
 
     Some technical problems are also associated with the mounting of stamp booklets, as its cover in full 
and its stamps are to be partially displayed. It becomes even more technical when your focus is on inside 
cover content. Early stitched or stapled booklets which are of rare and of enormous value with links to the 
theme available inside the booklet will make mounting even more tedious. Technical aspects of mounting 
such booklets will be a part of my future article planned to deal with composing, mounting and selection of 
materials for a thematic collection, if possible. 
 
Post Card Booklets 
 
     Last but not least, it may be of importance to note that like Postage Stamp Booklets a few countries had 
come out with the idea of issuing a few Post Card Booklets with thematic appeal covers and Postal cards. 
 

 
 

Post Card booklet, Switzerland 1967 
 

     If you are lucky to establish a link to your theme with such booklets, it will again prove helpful in scoring 
more marks in any National or International philatelic exhibition for your exhibit. 
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New Pictorial Cancellations  

Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Great Britain                               

  
 

   Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer                                                               
Germany 
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OLYMPHILEX INDIA 2016 
(Sports & Olympics through philately) 

BENGALURU 
 

       In connection with Rio Olympics a mini philatelic exhibition was conducted at Bengaluru GPO from 5th 
to 21st August, 2016 with the support of Department of Posts.  20 frames of exhibits displayed Olympic 
Games stamps from 1896 to 2012.  The exhibition was 
inaugurated by Dr.Shivaram, Chief Post Master, 
Bengaluru GPO. The exhibitors were Shri. 
T.N.Prahlad Rao, Shri. Jagannath 
Mani, Shri. Vijay Kumar, Master. 
Vineeth and Master. Harpeeth.   
                                                                                                             
                                                        
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                                          
      

       On 19th August, 2016 a Special 
Cover was released at Bengaluru GPO 
auditorium to commemorate the 
exhibition and to pay tribute to late 
Shri.T.N.Prahlad Rao a senior Olympic 
stamp collector from Bengaluru.  Special       

cover was released by Mrs.Veena Srinivas, Postmaster General (BD), Karnataka Postal Circle in the 
presence of Shri.S.Rajendra Kumar, Postmaster General, S.K. Region, Bengaluru, Shri.M.P.Ganesh, 
former hockey player and the Senior Philatelist Dr.Sita Bhateja. 
 

 
Association News 
 

 

SURESH KUMAR PASSES AWAY 
 

       Our life member Shri.R.Suresh Kumar, bid farewel on 07.07.2016 
after suffering from severe illness.  He was admitted at Medical College 
Hospital, Thiruvananthapuram for the last few weeks. He was 55 years 
old.  He is survived by his wife Cicily, son Jigin S Kumar and daughter 
Jeffy S.Kumar. After returning from the Middle East he was residing in 
Nellimoodu, a village which is 24 kms away from Thiruvananthapuram. 
He owned a vast collection of stamps, coins, telephone cards, miniature 
bottles etc.  He was also keen in cultivating orchids and anthuriums for 
commercial purpose. 
 
     He will always remain close to our hearts, because of the beautiful memories 

he has left for us to cherish.  Our heartfelt condolences. 
 

Members, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 
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Knowledge Bank 

 

 SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR THE EVALUATION OF 
MAXIMAPHILY EXHIBITS AT FIP EXHIBITIONS (SREV) 

 
Article 1: Competitive exhibitions  
 
      These special regulations have been drawn up in accordance with article 1.5 of the ñGeneral 
regulations of the FIP for the evaluation of competitive exhibits at FIP exhibitions (GREV)ò to supplement 
those principles with regard to Maximaphily.  
 
Article 2: Competitive exhibits 
  
      The maximum cards should conform to the principles of maximum possible concordance between:  
a) The postage stamp  
b) The picture of the postcard  
c) The cancellation.   
 
Article 3: Principles of exhibit composition  
 
      The constituent elements of maximum cards should conform to the following characteristics:   
 
3.1. The postage stamp  
 
      The ñpostage stampò designation is reserved for the postal operator assigned to ensure the universal 
service within a UPU member country (Universal Postal Union), or a dependent territory. The postage 
stamp can be personalized on request from a client (individual, association, company,...), provided that it is 
available to the general public. It must be valid for postage and affixed only on the view side of the picture 
postcard. Postage-due stamps, pre-cancels, revenue stamps, stamps violating the "UPU (Universal Postal 
Union) philatelic code of ethics", are not allowed, nor are official stamps, except those, which are at the 
disposal of the public (United Nations, UNESCO, Council of Europe,...). The postage stamps which are cut 
out from postal stationery are allowed only if the issuing postal service permits their use. Postage stamps 
printed online by a customer are not allowed.  
 
      Stamps, issued by postal operators authorized by the responsible governmental body, are admitted 
under the same conditions as the postage stamps.   
 
3.2. The picture postcard  
 
      Its size must conform to dimensions accepted by the ñUniversal Postal Conventionò. However, 
postcards of square or rectangular shape available on the market are accepted, provided that their size 
allows them to be laid out on a sheet to the A4 format (210 x 297 mm) at a rate of two per sheet. Out of 
respect for its designer, it is strictly prohibited to reduce the size of a postcard by cutting it.  
 
      The picture must offer the best possible concordance with the subject of the postage stamp or with one 
of them, if there are several. All postcards fully reproducing the postage stamp, that is to say with 
perforation, face value, country name, are forbidden.  
 
      The picture must emphasize the subject of the postage stamp. The postcards on the market are 
accepted as they are. They can have margins and a text directly connected with the subject. Old postcards 
can have on the view side an area for correspondence. With the exception of these old postcards, the 
larger the picture is, the better the quality of the maximum card is considered to be. Postcards with multiple 
pictures as well as ones with holograms are forbidden.  
 
3.3. The cancellation  
 
      The cancellation must be printed exclusively by the authorized postal service. The pictorial design of 
the cancellation and/or the text, as well as the place of cancellation (name of the Post office) should have a 
connection with the subject of the postage  stamp and of the picture postcard, or  with  the  purpose  of  the  
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issue (event, charitable activity, theme of the series). However cancellations made by philatelic services are 
accepted provided that the concordance of place is respected. Cancellations made by the philatelic service 
of small countries with only the country name are allowed.  
 
      The closer the connection is between the subject and the picture and/or the text of a pictorial 
cancellation, the better is the concordance.  
 
      The ordinary cancellations without illustration are valid provided that they indicate the name of the 
locality where the post office is located and the concordance of the place is respected.  
 
      The cancellation must be carried out within the period of validity of the postage stamp and as close as 
possible to the date of issue.   
 
3.4. Classification of the exhibits  
 
      Maximaphily exhibits can be classified by:  
      (a) Country or group of countries,  (b) Specialized field or study  (c) Theme.   
 
3.5. Plan  
 
      In the introductory statement, the title and the plan form a whole, in perfect concordance with the 
material shown (reference GREV, article 3.3). The concept, the structure and the development of the 
exhibit should be clearly defined.   
 
Article 4: Criteria for evaluating exhibits  
 
      The evaluation of the exhibits at FIP exhibitions is carried out according to well defined general criteria 
(reference GREV, article 4).  
 
      For Maximaphily exhibits, special significance is given to the knowledge and the maximum possible 
concordance shown (refer to guidelines).   
 
Article 5: Judging of exhibits  
 
      5.1. Maximaphily exhibits are judged by the approved specialists in the Maximaphily class and in 
accordance with section V, articles 31 to 46 of GREX (reference GREV, article 5.1.).  
 
      5.2. For Maximaphily exhibits, the following relative terms are presented to lead the jury to a balanced 
evaluation (reference GREV, article 5.2.).  
 
Treatment and importance of the exhibit     30 
Knowledge and research                             35 
Condition and rarity                                      30 
Presentation  5 
Total 100 
 
Article 6: Concluding provisions  
 
      6.1. In the event of any discrepancies in the text arising from translation, the English text shall prevail.  
 
      6.2. These ñSpecial regulations for the evaluation of Maximaphily exhibits at FIP exhibitionsò have been 
unanimously accepted by the FIP Maximaphily Commission Conference held in Jakarta on June 22, 2012 
followed by clarifying paragraph 3.1 with simple and clear terms, accepted by the Members of the FIP 
Maximaphily Commission Bureau on November 9, 2013 and approved by FIP Board in Rio de Janeiro on 
November 23, 2013. 

 
Keep on viewing ñGuidelines for judging Maximaphily exhibitsò in the next issue.  

Source:FIP   
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 

  
25 May 2016 : Jagdalpur 

Gracula religiosa Peninsularis 
10 July 2016 : Guwahati 

Marwari Hospital Celebrating 100 years of Service 
 

 

 

 
29 July 2016 :  Muzvid 

Vanam-Manam 
01 August 2016:  Kolkata 

East Bengal Club-97
th
 Foundation Day 

 

 

 

 

07 August  2016 : Kolkata 
75

th
 death anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore 

10 August 2016 : Chennai 
Rio 2016 

 

 

 

 
08 August 2016 : Kolkata 

86 years of salt satyagraha by Gandhiji  
08 August 2016 : Kolkata 

95 years of Gandhijiôs vist to Belur Math 
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15 August 2016 : Bengaluru 

70 Years of Indiaôs Independence 
21 August 2016 : Chennai 

377 years of Madras Founding 

  

18 August 2016 : Mangaluru 
Suvarna Chathurmasa Vratha ï 2016 

19 August 2016 : Bengaluru 
Olymphilex India 2016 

 

 

22 August 2016 : Kolkata 
The Saga of Neo-Homeopathy 

22 August 2016 : Ranchi 
Golden Girls of India ï Pride of Nation 

                                                                                                                    
Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan,  

Thiruvananthapuram 

INDIA ABROAD 
 

 

                        
                              USPS WILL RELEASE DIWALI STAMP 
 
      The United States Postal Service (USPS) announced that it would issue a 

Diwali stamp for 2016. The Forever stamp will be released on October 5, 2016 at 

the Consulate General of India, New York.   Advocacy efforts over the past year 

by Hindu American Foundation, and community organisations, were instrumental 

in USPS creating a Diwali stamp.   
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New Issues From Other Countries 

Isle of Man 

 
Aardman ï 40 years of animation creativity 

Issued on 12.08.2016 
 

Czech Republic 
 

 
Zoological Gardens 

Issue date 07.09.2016 
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RIO OLYMPICS ï 2016 

  

Brazil 

       

                              Brazil                                                        Croatia                           Estonia  

 

Isle of Man 

                                  

                               Brazil                                                              Armenia 
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                                     Liechtenstein                                                    Romania 

              

                                  Israel                    Serbia 

                          

                                Malta                               Monaco                     Luxemburg 

                      

                   Netherlands                                                  Slovenia 

 
Greece 
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THEMATIC POST CARDS FROM GERMANY 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                                              Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer                                                                                                                           

Germany 
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PICTURE POST CARDS                                                                 

                                                                               By: Sreejesh Krishnan, Thiruvananthapuram. 

KRISHNA PUSHKARALU 

      Krishna Pushkaralu is a festival of River Krishna which is normally celebrated once every 12 years  with 
much glory. The Pushkaram is observed for a period of 12 days from the time of entry of Jupiter into Virgo. 
 

Andhra Pradesh postal circle jointly with Telangana, Karnataka and Maharashtra postal Circle issued a set of 18 

picture postcards on ñTemples on the Banks of River Krishnaò

 

Mahalingeswara Swamy Temple, Mahabaleshwar, Maharashtra 

 

Ganapathi Temple, Sangli, Maharashtra 

 

Dattatreya Temple, Narsobawadi, Maharashtra 
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Sri Basaveshwara Swamy Temple, Sangam, Karnataka 

 

Veerabhadra Swamy Temple, Deosugur, Karnataka 

 

Sripadavallabha Swamy Temple, Panchadeva pahad, Telangana 

 

Sri Someshwara Swamy Temple, Malleswaram, Telangana 
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