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                                         Editorial  
  

 
Dear friends, 
 
      I have great pleasure to release the 9th 
issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin.  I am 
extremely sorry for the delay in issuing this 
bulletin as I was busy with my sonôs marriage. 
This issue is embellished with two excellent 
articles by well-known philatelists as well as 
philatelic journalists, Dr.Satyendra Kumar 
Agrawal, Col. (Dr.) Jayanta Dutta and Dr.Anjali 
Dutta.  I hope you will enjoy this issue. 
 
      Happy collectingé. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile:09387801948 
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     Dear Reader, 
 
           Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite your views, thoughts and suggestions 
regarding this E-bulletin.  Please send your feedback  to:  apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 

                                                                                                                                           Editor 
 

 
 

  
 
 
   

Sir, 
 
      Ananthapuri bulletin is a matter of delight 
and pleasure to the philatelists.  Rules of 
exhibits, forthcoming releases and already 
released issues of other countries are so 
informative educative and timely that no further 
appreciation is necessary.  I would be happy to 
have regular information about this bulletin.  
Convey my congratulations and appreciation to 
the entire team or organisers. 
 

Subir Mitra 
IRS Retd 

Readerôs Column 
 

    

Dear Mr Nair, 
 
      Thanks for issue No 8 which as usual was 
very informative and will be such a promotional 
issue. 
 
      Keep up the good work. 
 
      Regards 

Col. Jayanta J Dutta 
 

Dear APA, 
 
      Good work. Keep it up. 

Joseph K T 
Kottayam 
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New Indian Issues 

 
SWACHH BHARAT 

           
Stamps of Rs.5/- & Rs.25/- 

Miniature Sheet Rs.30/- 
Issued on 02.10.2016 

 

CENTRAL WATER AND POWER 
RESEARCH STATION 

 

 
Rs.5/-  

Issued on 04.10.2016 
 

 

INDUCTION OF LOCKHEED MARTIN C-130J-30 
HERCULES AIR CRAFT INTO INDIAN AIR FORCE 

 

 
Rs.5/- 

Issued on 06.10.2016 
 

 

BIRDS - NEAR THREATENED (First Series) 

 

Stamps of Rs.5/-, Rs.10/-, Rs.15/- & Rs.25 
Miniature Sheet Rs.55/- 
Issued on 17.10.2016 
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VARANASI CITY 

 
Rs.5/- 

Issued on 24.10.2016 
 
 

 
NATIONAL UNITY DAY 

 
Rs.10/- 

Issued on 31.10.2016 

 
 

 
 

BOOKLETS ISSUED ON NATUREPEX-2016 
AT BHUBANESWAR 
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Printed to Private Order Postal Stationeries 

                                                                                              
                                                                                                   © Dr.Satyendra Kumar Agrawal 

 

      "The postal stationery is a philatelic document which is provided or which is equipped with an imprinted 
postage value". This definition is supported by what the specialists in this field formulated. The postal 
stationery forms a whole pack whose various ingredients can be used for the construction of a thematic 
collection. 
 
      But the confusion arises, when some more text or illustrations of thematic appeal are added after the 
issuance of the postal stationery, sometimes printed in the same typeface and colour of the imprinted 
indicium for pre-payment. 
 
      To have a better understanding, of the use of such privately printed stationeries in the development of a 
theme, the moment when the imprinted franking is actually applied is therefore of great importance. There 
are three fundamental possibilities exist as follows: 
 

1. Any stationery issued by the postal department for either public or official use with printed or printed 
and embossed design to show that postage has been prepaid. It does not matter even if a part or 
full one side of the stationery is hired by any private organization or person for advertising etc. Few 
examples of this kind are the ñMeghdoot Post Cards of India, Belgiumôs Publibels, French Lettres-

Annonces and Advertising Letter-Sheet, GERMANY. 
 

     
Publibel, Belgium                                           Meghdoot Card, INDIA 

 

   
Lettres-Annonces, FRANCE           Advertising Letter-Sheet, GERMANY 
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2. Privately printed stationery with some illustrations, text or only senders name presented to the postal 

authorities for imprinting franking value, may be aimed for private use or selling to others. If postal 
authorities are in agreement with the private content and approval granted for imprinting the franking 
value, these items are called ñPrinted to Private Order Postal Stationeriesò. From the 1870s and until 
the 1940s it has been a widespread practice in Germany that societies, organizations, festival 
organizers etc. could request that their already printed postcards had the current rate for mailing 
imprinted on them by the post office. Few other countries who also issued such printed to private 
order postal stationeries during 19th & 20th centuries are Austria, Switzerland and Great Britain. 
Today such stationeries are jewels for any International exhibit. 

 

     
            Printed to Private Order Card, GERMANY                            Printed to Private Order Envelope, AUSTRIA 

 

 
Printed to Private Order Card, HUNGARY 
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3. Any item printed privately, any advertisement, illustration or only text, after the issuance of the postal 

stationery with imprinted franking value .Such printing is very popular and continuing in practice from 
early 19th & 20th century to this day. People used a part of space printing senderôs name, request for 
undelivered items, advertisements of their product in between or coloured illustrations, price list or 
any type of form etc. which may have some thematic appeal. The USA philatelic market is filled with 
privately printed postal stationeries of this kind with matching typeface and colour of the imprinted 
stamp having great thematic appeal. 

 

 
Private Advertisement on Postal Card, USA 

 
      Illustrations or text on such postal stationeries printed after the item left the post office are not philatelic 
and are not to be included in any thematic exhibit. 
 
      It is safe to use the first and second type of postal stationeries for the reason of their illustrations, text or 
any other detail available on them and have thematic appeal; only in later case your knowledge to 
differentiate it with the other postal stationeries of third category is essential.  
 
      Sometimes in printed to private order postal stationeries, the position of the stamp is self-evident for its 
printing after the text.  

 

 
Printed to Order Envelope, SWITZERLAND 
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Printed to Order Wrapper, SWITZERLAND 

 
      You may also refer Postal Stationery Catalogue. If it is not available (happens with Indian collectors) it 
is also useful to know whether, in the country in question during the period from which the item dates, the 
so-called franking by request existed or not. As I already mentioned during 19th and 20th centuries, 
Germany and Austria were frequently releasing the second type of stationeries but in the USA, most of 
these items are of the third category and hence of no thematic value. 
 
      There are few other types of postal stationeries which bear no imprinted franking value and avails free 
postage. Belgiumôs Giro Covers are a good example of it and have proved there philatelic as well as 
thematic importance in advance collections because of their advertisements both on front and back of the 
envelope. They were used in the 1920s and 1930s by Belgian Giro service. 
 

   
Giro Cover, BELGIUM 

 
      Field Posts are again a type of postal stationery with much confusion when they have illustrations of 
thematic appeal. They also possess a Free postage and used for armed forces. They bear the letters F.M. 
(Franchise Militaire) printed, meaning ï free postage as a member of the armed forces. But some time 
rubber stamps are put reading F.M. on cards used by military personnelôs mail. Here too we can include the 
illustrations or other printed text if available and have some thematic appeal in thematic collection provided 
the word FM is imprinted on the address side but of no philatelic value if only rubber stamp is used for FM. 
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FM imprinted Postal Card                                

 

     
 

     
  Stamped Field Post Card   
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      This article will not complete if one more type of postal stationery (in true sense a postal document) 
having no imprinted franking, instead a postage stamp is affixed with an overprint ñB.L.P.ò is discussed.  It 
is unique in the sense that the decision to issue a discounted letter sheet, known as BLP letters (Busta 
Lettera Postale) like French Lettere - Annonces, was taken by only one country- Italy in 1920. In 1922-1923 
the Italian government sold stamps overprinted "B.L.P." (Busta Lettere Postale) to the National Federation 
for Supporting War Invalids (World War I). The federation bought the stamps at a discount from face value 
and then affixed them to envelopes that were sold for five cenetesimi less than the face value. Revenue 
was generated by selling advertising on the envelopes.  

 

 
BLP Letter, ITALY 

 

      The overprinted stamp along with envelope and inner sheet forms a whole unit called BLP letter, 
without overprinted stamp the rest of the envelope has no philatelic value. This in technical sense fulfills all 
the requirements of postal stationery. 
 
      Due to its rarity and thematic appeal, its addition in any advance thematic collection is always 
recommended .It is also an important philatelic element. 
 
 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN 
 !4 0(),!4%,)# %8()")4)/. Ȱ.!452%ȱ ). '%2-!.9 

 
 
      A philatelic %ØÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÎÁÍÅÄ Ȱ.!452%ȱ ×ÁÓ 
conducted from 9th to 11th September, 2016 in 
Kaltenwestheim a rural region of Rhön in 
Germany.   
 

      Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin was prominently 
displayed at the exhibition.  Mr.Matthias Reichel, 
Chairman of the German Philatelic Collector 
Group, BSV, Meiningen and Chairman of the 
exhibition and Wolfgang Beyer, Vice Chairman of 
the German Philatelic Group ArGe Zoology were 
instrumental in doing so.  APA expresses its 
sincere thanks to both of them. 
 

 

 
 

Mr.Matthias Reichel (left) and Wolfgang Beyer  
holding the printed version of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletins 
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The Cape Triangulars 
 

 
 

Col (Dr) J Dutta & 
 Dr Anjali Dutta  

 
    

 
Introduction 
       
      South Africa, as a nation rather than a geographical term, came into being with the creation of the 
Union of South Africa on May 31, 1910.  The development, both political and philatelic, of the area is 
complex, with stamps being issued by various colonies and republics that formed this federation. 
 
The Triangulars 
 
      The postal authority of the Cape of Good Hope was one of the first in South Africa to issue a postage 
stamp on September 1, 1853.  The stamp was of triangular design, the first ever in the world.  The design 
depicted óHopeô seated.  It was designed by Charles Bell, the Surveyor General, and engraved by W. 
Humphrys. 
 
 

1853 
 
 

           
                                        1 d brick red               Anchor watermark 

 

 
The famous block of six- the largest known mint multiple of the 1853 issue 

 
 
      These were printed by the recess process by Perkins Bacon Ltd, London, on deeply blued paper and 
were imperforate.  Each stamp had an anchor watermark and was issued in two values, one penny brick 
red and 4 pence deep blue.  Both values are known with watermark sideways.  Plate proof of the 4 pence 
stamp in a shade similar to the issued stamp on un-gummed watermarked paper is known to exist.  The 
bluing on the reverse of these proofs is uneven giving a blotchy appearance. 
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  1855 
 

 
1 d deep rose 

 

 
6 d slate purple on white paper 

 

  
                      6 d slate lilac                         6 d rose lilac 
                    on blued paper                        on white paper 

 

 
6 d slate lilac on blued paper 

 

  
     1 sh yellow green                        1 sh dark green 
       
 
     Between 1855 and 1858 these Cape Triangulars were reissued.  The 4 pence stamp on white paper 
was issued in 1855, the one penny in 1857 on cream toned paper, and new values, 6 pence slate violet on 
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blue paper, and one shilling bright yellow on white paper.  The 6 pence and one shilling values were issued 
on February 18, 1858. 
 
      The method adopted for producing the 4 pence, 6 pence and one shilling stamps involved the use of 
two dies so that there are two types of each of these values, differing slightly in detail but produced in equal 
numbers.  All values are known with watermark sideways.  The one penny in dull rose on un-gummed 
watermarked paper with watermark sideways is a plate proof. 
 
      The 4 pence is known bisected in1858 and used with two other 4 pence to pay the inland registered 
fees.  The 6 pence is known bisected and used with one pence for the 4 pence rate. 
The paper for the one pence is similar to that of the 1853 issues, but without the bluing.  It is much thicker 
than the white paper used for the later printings of the one pence.  The evolution of the paper on the Cape 
Triangulars is similar to that on the line engraved issues of Great Britain.  The 4 pence value printed in 
black on white watermarked paper is known.  Eleven authenticated copies have been recorded.  It is 
thought that these stamps represent proof sheets pressed into service during the shortage of stamps in 
1861.  There is however, no official confirmation of this theory.  All 4 values are known unofficially rouletted. 
 
      Between February and April 1861, there was a local provisional issue of the one penny and 4 pence 
stamps.  These are also called the ówood blockô issues.  They were engraved on steel by C J Roberts and 
printed from stereotyped plates by Saul Solomon and Co, Cape Town.  As with the previous issues, these 
were imperforate but on laid paper.  The one penny was issued in 3 shades, vermillion (February 27, 1861), 
brick red (April 10, 1861) and carmine (March 7, 1862).  However, an error shade of pale milky blue is 
known, as is a pale bright blue.  The 4 pence value is known in 2 shades, pale milky blue (February 23, 
1861) and deep bright blue (April 12, 1861).  However, one does come across the 4 pence value in pale 
grey blue and pale bright blue.  Error shades are also recorded in the 4 pence stamps, which are vermillion 
and carmine.  
 

1861 
The wood blocks 

    
 1 d carmine 

  
4 d pale grey blue                    4 d pale milky blue 

 
4 d blue pair 
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4d pale milky blue showing traces of adjacent stamps and unofficial roulettes on all sides cancelled and tied 

on piece with Port Elizabeth oval d.s in red (SG-14)   
 
      The 1861 issues were issued in tete-beche pairs, normally joined at the edges, bearing the inscription 
óPOSTAGEô.  One used example is known which comes from the first printing where the right hand stamp is 
misplaced so that óFOUR PENCEô adjoins óPOSTAGEô.  Both values were reprinted in March 1863 on wove 
paper. 
 
      Early in 1863 Perkins Bacon Ltd. handed over the 4 plates used for printing the Cape Triangulars to De 
La Rue and Co. Ltd, London, who made the subsequent printings between 1863 and 1864. 
 

1863 

 
                                   1 d deep carmine red                               4 d steel blue 

 

 
                                                6 d mauve                 6 d bright mauve 

 

 
1 sh emerald green 

 
 

 
 
14 



 
4 d vermillion (colour error). Ex Ad Indusopon. (The only known in private hands). 

 
      The De La Rue printings were also imperforate with the anchor watermark.  The one penny was also, 
however, printed with Crown CC sideways watermark.  The one penny, 4 pence, 6 pence and one shilling 
are known with anchor watermark sideways.  The colours of the 4 values were:  One penny deep carmine 
red, deep brown red and brownish red. The 4 pence is known in deep blue, blue, slate blue and steel blue.  
The 6 pence is known only in one shade, bright mauve, while the one shilling is known in two shades - 
bright emerald green and pale emerald green. 
 
      The De La Rue printings are easily distinguished from the Perkins Bacon printings by their colours, 
which are quite distinct.  The De La Rue printings are also less clearly printed, with the figure of óHopeô and 
the inscriptions standing out less boldly while the fine lines of the background appear blurred and broken.  
The background as a whole often shows irregularity in the apparent depth of colour due to worn out plates. 
 

 
4d vermillion as a part of 1d block of 4 on cover 

 

 
Single bisected 4d deep blue used with two complete singles to pay 4d postage and 6d registration on 

cover from Fraserburg to Cape Town. Probably bisected due to the lack of 6d stamps at Fraserburg (SG-b)    
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1d, 2d and 1sh on cover 

 
Conclusion 
 
      All triangulars were demonetized on October 1, 1900.  They constitute one of the gems of philately and 
command very high prices. 
 
      This article on the romantic Cape Triangulars is based on the Stanley Gibbons 1999 catalogue and a 
study of other auction catalogues.  Over the years we have been fortunate to see some of these triangulars 
at philatelic exhibitions and in the personal collections of philatelic friends. 
 

New Pictorial Cancellations  

 
GERMANY 

                     

 
AUSTRIA 

 

 
 

 
GREAT BRITAIN 

 
 

Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer 
Germany 
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INDIA ABROAD 
 

 
Diwali Stamp released by USPS 

 
      United States Postal Service released non-denominated (47¢) forever Stamp on 5th October, 
2016.   The stamp features a photograph by Sally 
Andersen-Bruce of a traditional diya oil lamp 
against a sparkling gold background.   At long last, the 
Citizenôs Stamp Advisory Committee fulfilled the long-
standing demand of Indian Americans and announced on 
August 23, 2016 the issuance of postage stamp 
commemorating the festival of Diwali. 
 
      The release function took place at the Consulate 
General of India, New York, on October 5, 2016, in the 
presence of Consul General Ambassador Riva Ganguly 
Das, Representative Carolyn Maloney, Diwali 
Stamp Project Chairman RanjuBatra, USPS Vice President for Mail Entry and Payment 
Technology Pritha Mehra, Indiaôs former Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Ambassador Hardeep Singh Puri and many members of the local Indian American community. 
 
 

U N Issued Stamp on M S Subbulakshmi 
 

 
 
United Nations issued a stamp on M S.Subbulakshmi on 02.10.2016 to commemorate birth centenary and 

50th anniversary of her performance at UN. 
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Association News 
 
SCIENCE EXPO-2016 
 
       Karthika Thirunal Government Vocational and Higher Secondary School for Girls, Manacadu, 
Thiruvananthapuram is celebrating its Platinum Jubilee during 2016-17.  As a part of the celebration a Science and 

History Exhibition was conducted by the 
Organising Committee from 21.10.2016 to 
23.10.2016 at the school venue.  The 
Organising Committee approached us to 
exhibit the collection of stamps in the venue 
during the exhibition.   
 
      As such our members Mr. K G Gireesh 
Kumar, Mr. Hentry Smith Kumar and C 
Krishnankutty Nair, have exhibited their award 
won collections.  A counter of 
Thiruvananthapuram Philatelic Bureau and my 
stamp stall was also provided by the India 
Post at the venue.  The exhibition was visited 
by many people, in addition to children from 
nearby schools.  

 
 

KOTTAYAMPEX-2016 WINNERS 
 

        
 

       Shri. K.G.Girish Kumar and his son Abhiram G R, Life Members of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 
won First Prizes for their exhibits ñSobriquitsò and ñSignature on Indian Stampsò respectively at 
Kottayampex-2016 held at K C Mammen Mappilai Hall, Kottayam on 4th & 5th of October, 2016.  
Congratulations to both. 
 

 

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION  

Membership Fee 
 

            Life Membership Rs.1500-00                                                  Annual Membership Rs.250-00* 
 
            -do-  (Juniors) Rs.750-00                                                                    -do- (Juniors)  Rs.125-00*  

Admission Fee Rs.50-00 
(*Annual Membership will cease 31st March every year irrespective of date of admission) 

 
We meet every first Sunday at Hotel Poorna (Near YMCA) Statue, Thiruvananthapuram at 2.30 pm. 

Contact: 09387801948, 09446028188 
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SPECIAL COVERS 

  
Panaji : 31 Aug 2016 

Goa Industrial Development Corporation 
Tirunelveli : 08 Sept 2016 

Manonmaniam  Sundaranar University 

  
Chennai : 10 Sept 2016  

KVB a legacy of 100 years of Trust 
Chennai : 24 Sept 2016 

Padmashri Dr.B.Sivanthi Adityanar ï 80
th
 Birth Day Celebrations 

  
Ballari : 24 Sept 2016 

BALLARIPEX 2016 ï Bellari Fort 
Ballari : 26 Sept 2016 

BALLARIPEX 2016 ï Lotus Mahal 

  
Allahabad : 27 Sept 2016 
Khusro Bagh, Allahabad 

Ernakulam : 27 Sept 2016 
Navathi Celebration ï Little Flower Church 
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Ranchi  : 28 Sept 2016 

500
th
 Test Match of India 

Mumbai : 5 Oct 2016 
Lalbaug Sarvajanik Utsav Mandal Ganeshgalli 

  
Pali : 05 Oct 2016 

PALIPEX 2016 ï Jawai Dam in Pali 
Pali : 06 Oct 2016 

PALIPEX 2016 ï Theme of World Fame Henna of Sojat 

  
Chennai : 08 Oct 2016 

Shri Kumbakonam Rajappa Iyer Centenary Celebrations  
Vijayawada : 11 Oct 2016 

Inauguration of Andhra Pradesh Postal Circle 

  
Bikaner : 19 Oct 2016 

Philanthropist Seth Shri Bairondanji Sethia 
S C Garden : 22 Oct 2016 

125
th
 Birth Anniversary of Pudukottai Shri Gopalakrishna 

Bhagavathaswamy
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Jaipur : 21

st
 Oct 2016 

Schoolpex 2016 ï Sir Alfred Nobel 
Ranchi : 24

th
 Oct 2016 

Miracles of Captain Cool 

  
New Delhi : 29

th
 Sept 2016 

Dist. Level Philatelic Exhibition, New Delhi 
Flag Staff Tower, Delhi 

New Delhi : 30
th
 Sept 2016 

Dist. Level Philatelic Exhinbition, New Delhi 
Swachh Bharat 

 
NATUREPEX ï 2016 

National Philatelic Exhibition on Nature & Environment 30.09.2016 to 02.10.2016 

 

  
Bhubaneswar : 30

th
 Sept 2016 

Chilika, the heaven for the birds 
Bhubaneswar : 1

st
 Oct 2016 

Horse carried cover 

  
Bhubaneswar : 1

st
 Oct 2016 Bhubaneswar : 2

nd
 Oct 2016 
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KOTTAYAMPEX ï 2016 
Dist. Level Philatelic Exhibition, Kottayam on 4th & 5th October, 2016 

 

 
KOTTAYAMPEX in Akashara Nagari 

 
Thirunakkara Mahadevar Temple 

 
Thazhathangadi Juma Masjid 

 
Saintly Metropolitan Kuriakose Mar Gregorios 

 
Tabor Prayer House, Kodumpidy, Pala 

 
D C Kizhakemuri Foundation-Kerala Literature Festival 

 
Darsana Academy 

 
Federal Institute of Science and Technology, Mookkannoor 

 
Archana Womenôs Centre, Ettumanoor 
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KRISHNA PUSHKARAM 2016 

  
10 Aug 2016 

Amaravati 
10 Aug 2016 

Shri Durga Malleswara Swamy Varla Devasthanam, Vijayawada 

  
12 Aug 2016 

Jogulamba Temple, Alampur 
13 Aug 2016 

Worldôs biggest Shirdi Naga Saibaba Statue. Machilipatnam 

  
16 Aug 2016 

Srikakula Andhramahavishnu Temple, Srikakulam 
19 Aug 2016 

ISKON founder Acharya Bhaktivedanta Swami 

  
19 Aug 2016 

Srisailam Right Bank Hydro Electric Station 
19 Aug 2016 

Srisaila Devasthanam 

  
22 Aug 2016 

Vijayawada Book Festival Society  
23 Aug 2016 

Bapu Museum, Vijayawada 

 
Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan, Thiruvananthapuram 

 
23 



New Issues From Other Countries 

 

Croatia 

 

Pre Historic Animals 
Issued on 12.10.2016 
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South Korea 
 

 
To be issued on 22.11.2016 

 
 

Dutch Carribean 
 

 
Island shaped stamps 
Issued on 17.10.2016 

 
Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer 

Germany 
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