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EUROPA 2017 

CASTLES AND FORTS 
 

Jersey issued a set of four stamps featuring three castles 

and one fort on 02.03.2017 under Europa 2017  
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Dear Reader, 
 

      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite your views, 
thoughts and suggestions regarding this e-bulletin.  Please send 
your feedback  to:  apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

                                                                         Editor 
 

 
          Editor 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
      Congratulation for this new issue (April 17) of APA.  It 
is a sample of German-Indian Philatelic Cooperation 
again.  Best wishes for the forthcoming issues. 
 

Mr.Uwe Decker and Mr.Wolfgang Beyer 
Germany (BDPh) 

 
Dear, 
 

      Congratulations, once again for an excellent issue of 
Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin, This is one of the very best 
bulletins being issued regularly with all relevant news and 
information a keen philatelist looks for. My heartfelt thanks 
to the editor and his team for their untiring efforts. 
 

      "World's first Stamp" by Dr Anjali Dutta and Col (Dr) 
Datta excellently tells the story of the famous Penney 
Black.  "Water" by Illyas Patel was very well written with 
detailed information and the stamps issued on the subject. 
My compliments to these contributors. 
 

Anjul Gupta 
gupta.anjul@gmail.com 

 

Sir, 
 
      I read the contents of your valued magazine. It is very 
useful to newcomers.  Something from me....how about 
adding about collector’s interested in swapping/exchange. 
  

K C Naidu 
Visakhapatnam 

 

 
 

 
 

Dear Sir, 
 
      Thanks you very much for publication of this bulletin. It 
is excellent. I Salute you for your selfless service without 
any monetary gain in the interest of philately. 
 
     With regards 

Rajeev S Dave 
rajeevsdave@gmail.com 

Dear APA, 
 
      Greetings from Chennai.  Please accept my warm 
wishes on the successful and extremely informative and 
illustrative bulletin on Philately brought out by your 
association.  Kindly send me soft copies of all past issues 
       
      Thanking You, 

M K Sudhakar 
mksudhakar@yahoo.com 

 
Dear Mohanachandran, 
 

     Gone through the magazine.  Loved it.  Superb 
coverage if all the facets of philately.  Keep up the good 
work. 
 

Sunil J Joseph 
Kottayam 

Dear Friend, 
 

      Very nice bulletin. In South India any other association 
not do this.  Very great achievement. 
 

Madhu K C 
(In face book) 

Reader’s Column 
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New Indian Issues 

 

 
                                        
       NEW DEFINITIVE STAMP                                            DEEKSHABHOOMI                                  
            MAKERS OF INDIA  
         
        GOPINATH BARDOLOI                                          
                                                                                                              
                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         Rs.5.00                                                                  Se-tenant Pair                                                                      
              Issued on 13.04.2017                                                      Rs.5.00 + 5.00                                                                              
                                                                                                  Issued on 14.04.2017                                                         
 

 
BHARAT RATNA BHIMRAO AMBEDKAR  

INSTITUTE OF TELECOM TRAINING 
JABALPUR 

 
                                                                        

Stamp and Miniature Sheet 
Rs.15.00 

Issued on 22.04.2017 
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 COFFEE

 

 
 

Scented Souvenir Sheet 
Rs.100.00 

Issued on 23.04.2017 
 
 
 
 

 TELUGU WRITERS
 

                          
                               Aatukuri Molla               Viswanatha Satyanarayana       Tarigonda Vengamamba 

 
Rs.5.00 x 3 stamps 

Issued on 26.04.2017 
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Tribute to the great philatelic writer 
 
 
      
      Dr.Satyendra Kumar Agrawal a well-known philatelist, 
great writer, painter and cartoonist passed away on 21st April, 
2017.  He received his Ph.D. from Banaras Hindu University 
and worked as a Senior Research Fellow in ISRO. He 
authored five books named “My Rainbow of Philatelic 
Articles”, “The Rose” (A-Z of Rose Philately), “Glimpses of 
Indian Mythologies in Philately”, “Birth of Playing Cards” and 
“History of Indian Miniature Paintings Through Philately”. His 
thematic philatelic collection on Roses was internationally 
appreciated. He has written a number of articles on philately 
in several national and international philatelic magazines 
including our digital magazine Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin.  
 
      We got acquainted during INPEX 2008 at Chennai.  While 
I was watching his thematic exhibit named “Rose is a Rose is 
a Rose…….” he came to me and described his exhibit.  We 
spent more than 15 minutes there.  Meanwhile we became 
friends and exchanged our phone numbers and email id.  After that I contacted him frequently to 
clear some doubts on my thematic collection.  The second time I met him, was at Mumbai during 
INPEX 2013.  There also he continued to tutor me on thematic philately by describing some award 
winning exhibits.  He also visited my exhibits on Travancore Collection which won Vermail in that 
exhibition and appreciated me.  The third and last of our meetings was while attending Philatelic 
Congress of India General Council held at Bangalore in July 2016.  Meanwhile we had started our 
e-bulletin and he became a subscriber.  I requested him to write some articles for our bulletin and 
he agreed to do so.  He sent his first article in the next week which was published in our August 
issue.  There after he became a regular contributor to our bulletin. During February, 2017 he 
voluntarily agreed to publish a regular column named “Little Known Facts” in our bulletin, and it 
started to appear from our March issue onwards.    
 
      Every time on sending his articles he had not given any instructions, but this month he 
instructed me to give black borders to the illustrations.  I received the mail on 20th April, 2017 and 
on the very next day he had to say good bye to this world.   Really it is a great loss to the philatelic 
world. 
 
      Dear Satyendraji, I am giving black borders not only to the illustrations but to your photo as 
well. 
 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
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Printed to Order Postal 

Stationeries 
  © Dr.Satyendra Kumar Agrawal 

      
     "The postal stationery is a philatelic document which is provided or which is equipped with an imprinted 
postage value". This definition is supported by what the specialists in this field formulated. The postal 
stationery forms a whole new world, whose various ingredients can be used for the construction of a 
thematic collection. 
 
      But the confusion arises, when some more text or illustrations of thematic appeal are added after the 
issuance of the postal stationery, sometimes printed in the same typeface and colour of the imprinted 
indicium for pre-payment. 
 
      To have a better understanding, of the use of such privately printed stationeries in the development of a 
theme, the moment when the imprinted franking is actually applied is therefore of great importance. There 
are three fundamental possibilities that exist and are as follows: 
 

1. Any stationery issued by the postal department for either public or official use with printed or printed 
and embossed design to show that postage has been prepaid. It does not matter even if a part or full 
one side of the stationery is hired by any private organization or person for advertising etc. Few 
examples of this kind are the “Meghdoot Post Cards of India, Belgium’s Publibles and French 
Lettres-Annonces. 

 
  

 
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     India’s Meghdoot Post Card 
 
 
 
 

                                                                              Belgium’s Publibel 
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          Lettres-Annonces FRANCE         

                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                 
 
 
 
 

                                                                  Advertising Letter-Sheet, GERMANY 

 
2. Privately printed stationery with some illustrations, text or only senders name presented to the postal 

authorities for imprinting franking value, may be aimed for private use or selling to others. If postal 
authorities are in agreement with the private content and approval granted for imprinting the franking 
value, these items are called “Printed to Private Order Postal Stationeries”. From the 1870s and until 
the 1940s it has been a widespread practice in Germany that societies, organizations, festival 
organizers etc. could request that their already printed postcards had the current rate for mailing 
imprinted on them by the post office. A few other countries who also issued such printed to private 
order postal stationeries during 19th & 20th centuries are Austria, Switzerland and Great Britain. 
Today such stationeries are jewels for any International exhibit. 
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                 Printed to Private Order Card, GERMANY     

 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
             

       Printed to Private Order Envelope, AUSTRIA 

 
 
 
 
                                                                       

                                                                                    Printed to Private Order Card, HUNGARY 
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3. Any item printed privately, may be an advertisement, illustration or only some text, after the issuance 
of the postal stationery with imprinted franking value .Such printing is very popular and continues in 
practice from the early 19th century to this day. People used a part of the space for printing sender’s 
name, request for undelivered items, advertisements of their product with black and white or 
coloured illustrations, price list or any type of forms etc. which may have some thematic appeal. Pre-
independent Indian Postal Cards privately printed by Perfumers and Tobacco merchants with 
beautiful illustrations of God and Goddesses, flora and fauna to publicise their products or sending 
price list to their consumers are available in the philatelic market. The USA philatelic market is also 
filled with privately printed postal stationeries of this kind with matching typeface and colour of the 
imprinted stamp having great thematic appeal. 

 

 
 

  Private Illustration on Postal Card, INDIA              

 
    
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                         
 
 
                                                                  

Private Advertisement on Postal Card, USA 
 

      Illustrations or text on such postal 
stationeries printed after the item has left the 
post office, are not considered of philatelic 
value and are not to be included in any 
thematic exhibit. 
 
      It is safe to use the first and second type 
of postal stationeries for the reason of their 
illustrations, text or any other details available  

               Printed to Order Envelope of SWITZERLAND 
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on them and have thematic appeal; and your knowledge to differentiate it from the other postal stationeries 
of third category is essential. 
 
      Sometimes in printed to private order postal stationeries, the position of the stamp is self-evident for its 
printing after the text.  

 

 
Printed to Order Wrapper of SWITZERLAND 

 
      You may also refer Postal Stationery Catalogues. If it is not available (happens with Indian collectors) it 
is also useful to know whether, in the country in question during the period from which the item dates, the 
so-called franking by request existed or not. As I already mentioned during 19th and 20th centuries, 
Germany and Austria were frequently releasing the second type of stationeries but in the USA, most of 
these items were of the third category and hence of no thematic value. 
 
      There are a few other types of postal stationeries which bear no imprinted franking value and avails free 
postage. Belgium’s Giro Covers are a good example of it and have proved their philatelic value as well as 
thematic importance in advance collections because of their advertisements both on front and back of the 
envelope. They were used in the 1920s and 1930s by Belgian Giro service. 
 
 

         
   

Giro Cover, BELGIUM 
 

      Field Posts are again a type of postal stationery with much confusion when they have illustrations of 
thematic appeal. They also possess a free postage and were used by armed forces. They bear the letters 
F.M. (Franchise Militaire) printed, meaning – free postage as a member of the armed forces. But sometimes 
rubber stamps are put reading F.M. on cards used by military personnel’s mail. Here too we can include the 
illustrations or other printed text if available and have some thematic appeal in thematic collection provided 
the word FM is imprinted on the address side. But it is of no philatelic value if only rubber stamp is used for 
FM. 
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                            FM imprinted Postal Card                                                   Stamped Field Post Card 

      
      This article will not be complete if one more type of postal stationery (in true sense a postal document), 
having no imprinted franking; instead a postage stamp is affixed with an overprint “B.L.P.” is not discussed.  
It is unique in the sense that the decision to issue a discounted letter sheet, known as BLP letters (Busta 
Lettera Postale) like French Lettres- Annonces, was taken by only one country- Italy in 1920. In 1922-1923 
the Italian government sold stamps overprinted "B.L.P." (Busta Lettere Postale) to the National Federation 
for Supporting War Invalids (World War I). The federation bought the stamps at a discount from face value 
and then affixed them to envelopes that were sold for 5c less than the face value. Revenue was generated 
by selling advertising on the envelopes.  
 
      The overprinted 
stamp along with 
envelope and inner sheet 
forms a whole unit called 
BLP letter, without the 
overprinted stamp the 
rest of the envelope has 
no philatelic value. This in 
technical sense fulfills all 
the requirements of 
postal stationery. 
 
      Due to its rarity and 
thematic appeal, its 
addition in any advance 
thematic collection is 
always recommended. It 
is also an important 
philatelic element. 
 

                                                   
 
 

                                                     BLP Letter, ITALY 
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India Abroad 

 

 

 

 
      The "unique" strip of four ten-rupee stamps is considered the most important and desirable 
item of post-Indian independence philately according to UK-based dealer Stanley Gibbons in a 
statement. 
 
      The purple-brown stamps are emblazoned with the word 'SERVICE' and were issued to the 
then governor-general's secretariat for official use. Only single stamps of this kind have previously 
been recorded to exist in private collections. 
 
      The purchase by an Australian investor is the latest in a number of transactions highlighting 
the strength of the market for rare Indian stamps. Stanley Gibbons sold a single Gandhi ten-rupee 
stamp to a client in Uruguay last year for 160,000 pounds (approximately Rs. 1.32 crore). In 
March, an Indian stamp where the head of the young Queen Victoria had been inverted in error 
sold for 110,000 pounds (approx. Rs. 91 lakh).  "The market for high-quality Indian rarities is 
supported by the on-going desire of the wealthy, Indian diaspora and savvy international clients to 
own these historic assets," the dealer said. Although the firm highlights the strength of the Indian 
collectibles market, it reported a pre-tax loss of 29 million pounds last year amid financial 
restructuring and discovery of errors in its accounting methods. 
 

 
 
 

Courtesy: timesofindia.timesofindia.com 
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        Third Reich Horse Racing 

 Stamp Issues 

                                              Col (Dr) J Dutta &                    
Dr Anjali Dutta 

    
 

  
 

      During the years of the Third Reich, horse racing was a very popular spectator sport in Germany. 
People flocked to the annual national races in great numbers, even in the waning days of World War II, 
when going to large public events meant taking the chance of getting caught in an allied bombing raid, but 
that did not stop them at all. Aside from the wagering aspects of the races, they were also major social 
events, as is the Kentucky Derby in the United States today.  During the period from 1936-1944, the 
government of the Third Reich sponsored a number of national horse races.  As a result, quite a few sur-
taxed postage stamps of the collecting thematic, horses on stamps were issued. The surtaxes on these 
German stamp issues usually went to pay for the event or to provide the funding for the sweepstakes prize. 
 
The Brown Ribbon of Germany 
 

      The "Brown Ribbon" was an annual horse race run in July in Munich (Riem), from 1934 to 1944. One of 
the best known racing venues in Germany was the race track at Riem, just a few short miles from Munich. It 
was the home of International Racing Week, and as part of the Brown Ribbon of Germany, all sorts of 
events took place − track racing, hurdles, and even steeplechase.   Surtaxed postage stamps (below) were 
first issued for the event in 1936 and the issues were continued annually until 1944.  All of these issues 
feature horse themes, and the stamps are marvelous examples of the engraver's art. 
 

 
1936 (left), from the souvenir sheet. Stamp shows jockeys racing horses 

1937 (right), from the 1936 souvenir sheet. The stamp portion was overprinted 
"1 AUGUST / 1937 / MUNCHEN- / RIEM". 

 

 
1938 (left). Goddess of Victory riding a horse extended her left arm holds a victory wreath. 

 1939 (right). Man holding the reins of two rearing horses. 
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1940 (left). Ancient warrior riding a chariot drawn by three horses, holding victory wreath.   

1941 (right). Amazons, with shields and spears, riding galloping horses. 
 

 
1941 Brown Ribbon stamp issue on cover dated July 27 with commemorative cancel. 

 

              
            1942 (left). Brown Ribbon of Germany banner in front of three                        1944, Race horse with foal. 
          racing horses.1943 (right). Hunter on horseback, blowing a horn. 

 
German Derby 

 

      The German Derby was an annual race for three-year-old colts    
and fillies, usually run in Hamburg around July. 
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1939 Race horse "Investment" and jockey, issued to commemorate 
the 70th anniversary of the race. The surtax was divided between 

Hitler's National Culture Fund and the race promoters. 

 



 

The Blue Ribbon Race 

 

      During the Second World War, the German Derby became known as the "Grosser Deutschlandpreis 
der Dreijahrigen" um "Das Blaue Band" or, loosely translated as, the "Greater Germany Sweepstakes of 
three-year-olds" in "The Blue Ribbon" race.  Surtaxed stamps (below) were issued during 1940 to 1942 for 
the race, which was run in Hamburg. In 1943 and 1944, the race was relocated to Hoppegarten. 
 

 
1941, 1940 & 1942 Race horses. 

 

The Grand Prize of Vienna at Freudenau 

 

      The race track in Freudenau, the port section of Vienna, was built in 1839 by the Vienna Horse Racing 
Society.  The Imperial Box and the covered grandstands were added in 1870. Historically, in Austria, horse 
racing was a huge spectator sport during the Imperial period, especially for royalty,  the upper classes and 
military officers. 

 

 

 
The two sets of stamps, shown above, were issued in 1943 and 1944 under the  

Third Reich for the Vienna horse race in Freudenau. 

 

15 



New Pictorial Cancellations 

          
GERMANY 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 TAIWAN                           CZECH REPUBLIC                   UNITED KINGDOM 
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KOREA 

 

 
 

               
 
 
 

                                                                                              

     Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer 
Germany 
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SPECIAL COVERS 

 

  
RANCHI : 26 December 2016 

31
st
 All India Postal Badminton Tournament 

New Delhi : 30 January 2017 
Mahatma Gandhi 

  
FULBERI : 02 February 2017 

153
rd

 Maryada Mahotsav, Siliguri 
UJJAIN : 07 February 2017 

Vikram University, Ujjain 

  
              UJJAIN : 11 February 2017 

Bharatiya Gyanapeeth School, Ujjain 
                UJJAIN : 11 February 2017 

Akshat International School 

  
UJJAIN : 11 February 2017 

R.D. Gardi Medical College, Ujjain 
MUMBAI : 06 March 2017 

The Philatelic Society of India 
 

      
        18 



 

 
 

               KANPUR : 17 March 2017 
                             Kanpur Holi Ganga Mela 

CHENNAI : 27 March 2017 
Tamilnadu Circle Postal Co-operative Bank LTD 

  

RANCHI : 31 March 2017 
                                Forests of Jharkhand 

ALLAHABAD : 02 April 2017 
                     High court Allahabad 

 
 

DEHRA DUN : 05 April 2017 
                    Forest Research Institute, Dehradun 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM : 04 April 2017 
                   Kerala Gramin Bank 

  
MUSEUM ROAD, BENGALURU: 07 April 2017 
           WORLD HEALTH DAY - 2017 

BENGALURU : 18 April 2017 – WORLD HERITAGE DAY 
      Keerthinarayana Temple of  Talakadu 
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BENGALURU : 18 April 2017- WORLD HERITAGE DAY 

Halebeedu Hoysaleshwara Temple 
BENGALURU : 18 April 2017- WORLD HERITAGE DAY 

         Chennakeshava Temple, Belur 

  
BAGALKOT : 12 April 2017 

Amruta Mahotsava-2017 
BENGALURU : 23 April 2017 
World Book & Copyright Day 

   Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan, 
 Thiruvananthapuram 

 

Little Known Facts… 3                                                 By Dr.Satyendra Kumar Agrawal 
 

LAW SUIT BY A YOUNG WOMAN FORCED THE WITHDRAWAL OF A STAMP 
 
      Sometimes issued stamps are withdrawn from sales due to some political or technical reasons and decision is 
taken at indirect ministerial or issuing postal department level but a singular case of withdrawal of the stamp of French 
Polynesia, 1989 exists where a law suit by a single woman led to court orders for its withdrawal. 
 
      The 55F stamp that caused all the fuss was released on March 16, 1989 as the low value in a two stamp issue on 
“Traditional Resources”. The stamp depicts a French Polynesian woman, clad in a bikini, breaking open coconuts.  
The design based  on  a  photograph of  Erwin Christian, led the court to order it’s withdrawal as she was ignorant of 
her picture being adopted for use on a stamp. The photographed woman claimed that its use on a stamp was a 
violation of her right to privacy. Court agreed with her and ordered on July 11, 1989 that post office sales of the stamp 
be stopped. 
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New Issues From Other Countries 

 

        

          PORTUGAL-ISRAEL JOINT ISSUE 

 

 

        
                                                                                                                 

Dolphin Research 
Issued on 04.04.2017 

 
 

BELGIUM 

 
Forest in bloom 

Issued on 06.03.2017 
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ESTONIA 

 
100 Years of Estonian figure skating 

Issued on 15.04.2017 
 
 
 

UNITED NATIONS 

 
Melbourne 2017 Stamp Exhibition 

Issued on 29.03.2017 
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LONGEST STAMP IN THE WORLD ISSUED BY 
 

THAILAND 
 

 
 

To commemorate the 70th anniversary of the late His Majesty King Rama IX’s accession to the throne,  
Thailand Post has issued a sheet of 5 of the longest stamps in the world on 1st April, 2017 featuring the king set 

against a back ground of luscious green fields.   The length of the stamp is 170 mm. 
 
 

  
 

"Designs in connection with postage stamps and coinage may be described, I think, as 

the silent ambassadors on national taste" 

 

                                                                                                          W B Yeats  
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Forthcoming Events 

 

19 to 21 May, 2017  

NATIONAL HOBBY FESTIVAL 

Hall No.1, Gujarat University Convention Center, Gate 
No.3, 132 ft Ring Road, Near GMDC, Ahmedabad 

 

26 to 28 May, 2017  

APEX-2017 

Ananthapuri Philatelic Exhibition-2017, the second 
philatelic exhibition organized by Ananthapuri Philatelic 

Association, Thiruvananthapuram, at YMCA Hall, 
 Near Statue Jn, Thiruvananthapuram 

 
 

Acknowledgement: 
 

1. Rainbow Stamp News, April, 17 (Vol. X No.112) 
2. Stamp Insider, March/April, 2017 

 

 
Disclaimer 

 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents however we give no guarantee or reliability or 
completeness of the information. 

 

 
Forthcoming Issues of  India 
 
May 01 : Ramanujacharya 
     ?        Shrimad Rajchandraji  Rs. 5.00 
     ?        Eminent Writers –Set of 5 stamps  Rs.10 each 

 
 

   
      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to 
be published in this bulletin.  Please send your write 
ups in MS Word only, to our email ID 
apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic activities in 
your locality are also welcome.  Philatelic Clubs and 
Associations may send their brief reports on day to day 
activities. 
                                                                                     Editor 

 
 

Philatelic Links 

 

www.stampsofindia.com  

 
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   
 
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  
 
www.indianstampghar.com  
 
www.indianphilately.net 
 
www.exponet.info 
 
www.stangib.com 
 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
 
www.philamirror.info 
 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
 
www.sipa.org.in 

 
www.philcent.com 
 
www.vadophil.org 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Published by V. Balakrishnan Nair, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association,  TC-4/496, “Vishnupriya”   B-7, 
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