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                  Editorial 
Dee 
Dear Friends, 
 
      I have immense pleasure to inform you that our 
second philatelic exhibition APEX-2017 has concluded 
with great success.  Within five years of existence we 
could conduct two philatelic exhibitions.  These 
exhibitions were conducted purely for our members in 
order to motivate them.  Most of our members have 
learned how to collect, arrange and exhibit their 
stamps.  This was one of our main objectives while 
forming this organisation and I think we have achieved 
this.  The standard of the exhibits have improved 
compared to the previous exhibition.  The most 
important part of this success was due to the support 
from the philatelists of various parts of our country.  I 
thank all the persons who sent their blessings through 
email, WhatsApp, Facebook etc. for the success of this 
event.  Thank you once again and have a great month 
ahead. 

 
Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile: 09387801948 
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Dear Reader, 
 

      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite your views, 
thoughts and suggestions regarding this e-bulletin.  Please send 
your feedback  to:  apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

                                                                               Editor 

 

 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
      Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin is really a shining star among all 
other philatelic magazines published in India.  Its contents, 
presentation and lay out are really good.  I appreciate your team 
who have spent their time to publish such a magazine with an 
aim to promote philately.  Keep it up. 
 

Bhaskar Rao 
Hyderabad 

 

Hi Sir, 
 
      A well-knit one.  All the Best! 
 
       Regards 

Kannan N 
Thiruvananthapuram 
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(Children upto 18 years ½ of the above fees) 
Admission Fee                    :  Rs.50-00 
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Dear Sir, 
 
      I appreciate your world class bulletin every month. It’s 
very much informative -covering all aspects of philately. Keep 
the good work.   
 

Atish Kumar Jain  
atishjain27@gmail.com 

 
Dear Sir,  
  
      I have come across your bulletin on somewhat app 
group.  I am very much impressed for contains in the lay out 
and articles in your bulletin.  I shall be very much glad and if 
you will register my email on your emailing list.  I am very 
senior Philatelist based in Mumbai.  If any membership fee 
kindly let me know. 
 
      Regards 
 

Surendra Kotadia 
(National Commissioner for CHINA – 2016) 

Mumbai - 400 021 
 
Sir, 
 
      Thanks for mailing the issues regularly.  Like always it is 
a nice issue this time too. 
 

Sachin Sood 
Sachinsood82@gmail.com  

 
 

Reader’s Column 
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New Indian Issues 

 

                
                                                              TELECOM  REGULATORY                SHRI HANAGAL 
                RAMANUJACHARYA              AUTHORITY OF INDIA                 KUMARASWAMIJI 
                                                                                (TRAI) 

                                                         
                                        
                            Rs.25.00                                            Rs.5.00                                           Rs.5.00                                                                                                                         
                     Issued on 01.05.2017                    Issued on 05.05.2017                     Issued on 19.05.2017  

                                                                                                     
 

CHAMPARAN SATYAGRAHA CENTENARY      
 

 
                                                                 
                                                                           Rs.25.00 Rs.10.00 & Rs.5.00 
                                                                             Miniature Sheet Rs.40.00 
                                                                                Issued on 13.05.2017  
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 EMINENT WRITERS
 

 
 

Rs.10.00 x 5 Stamps 
Miniature Sheet Rs.50.00 

 Issued on 31.05.2017
 

 

 

  
 

 
Egg served as an envelope? 

 
 

      A cancelled stamp on an egg was on display 
at the Singapore Philatelic Museum recently.  
The egg carries both sender’s address and 
delivery address. 

 
Courtesy: SIPA 
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Spain’s Dos Reales Stamps 
          

 Col (Dr) J Dutta & Dr Anjali Dutta   

 

      The Dos Reales of 1851 – whose error of colour is well known as Spain’s most rare stamp – 
has had a strange existence. Although the value was needed right from the start of issuing stamps, 
for Spain it wasn’t considered necessary. In 1850 the Spanish government preferred to print first 
the cheapest values (6 cuartos and 12 cuartos) and higher values to entertain regular 
correspondence with Belgium and France.  Almost every stamp depicted the head of Queen 
Isabella II, who reigned from 1833 for 35 years. 
 
      It is Spain’s scarcest stamp, especially on cover or as single in good quality.  In 1996 a perfect 
mint single was sold for $23,200 and a good used copy is anything between $12,000 and $15,000. 
In 19th century Spain dos (two) reales – the cheapest registered letter rate, for Portugal – was 
normally paid in cash until the decision was made to introduce the Dos Reales from January 1, 
1851. 
 
      The Dos Reales stamps of 1851, 1852 and 1853 had no use for foreign certified mail except 
for Portugal. Spain simply didn’t have much to do with Portugal if it wasn’t official mail. Only covers 
of approximately seven grams qualified for the Dos Reales rate. Most covers were over this weight 
and contained heavy legal or commercial documents. Thus surviving covers of that time are 
franked with larger postal values.  The postal authorities were very optimistic when they ordered 
13,600 Dos Reales to be printed in 1851 – 80 sheets of 170 copies each. They only sold 3,394 
copies and had to burn the rest.   It became law to send inland registered letters with Dos Reales 
in 1854. The 12 reales of 1851, Cerdena (rate eight reales) in 1852, Prussia and Austria (rate four 
reales) in 1852 or Belgium (rate eight reales) in 1853 increased the use of the Dos Reales. 
 
      All stamps were typographically printed from 1851 onwards, abandoning the previous 
lithographic system. The Dos Reales were printed in sheets of 170 pieces and the complete issue 
was just valid for the 12 months of 1851 – January 1 to December 31. They used always the same 
paper although there are two notable different shades – the orange red and the dark orange or 
vermilion (which is much more rare and more expensive). 
 
      It’s difficult to know exactly how many of the 3,394 Dos Reales sold still exist. The expert D 
Francesco Graus claims he knows 56 unused copies and 68 used ones – a total of 124. There are 
about 150 copies of which 40% are unused and 60% used.  The error of colour is due to the fact 
that one ‘die stone’ of the Dos Reales was placed by mistake into the printing plate of the six 
reales blue of 1851. It is without doubt the rarest stamp of Spanish philately and nobody knows of 
more than three copies. They were discovered in 1868, in 1886 and the last one in 1899. 
 
      The first copy is a used one with large margins cancelled with a black spider postmark. This 
copy was discovered in England and was in important collections such as Westoby, Ferrari, Hind, 
Dupont and Perpia amongst other.  The second copy appeared in 1886 and is apparently the only 
unused copy. It was sold to TK Tapling and still lodges in the Tapling collection in the British 
Library. Its margins are not as generous as the first copy but nevertheless a fine copy.  The third, 
and last discovered, is the best of the three and is part of the vertical pair together with the Seis 
Reales blue. So the famous two BLUE of which the upper stamp is the error of colour with the face 
value ‘DOS REALES’.  The pair  has  good  large margins  and  has a neat  black spider postmark 
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leaving the face of Queen Isabella entirely free. This pair was discovered by D. Antonio Vives in 
1899 and was soon in the collection of Ferrari who had already the first one. The French 
Government, through an auction house in Paris, sold the two errors of colour (one and three) to 
another famous collector – US millionaire Arthur Hind. 
 
      Since the initial discovery of Mr Vives, this famous pair had known several owners before the 
well-known stamp dealer D. Manuel Galvez bought the pair in 1954 and ever since his death this 
piece has been with his heirs. 
 

 
 

1851 Dos reales stamp, printed in blue instead of red.  
One of only 3 examples known. 

 (The Tapling Collection) 
 
 

 

   
 

The orange red and the dark orange or vermilion 
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New Pictorial Cancellations 

 
TAIWAN 

 
GERMANY 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                      POLAND 

 
                                                                                             

     Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer 
Germany 
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Association News 

 

APEX-2017 

THE SECOND EXHIBITION OF ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 
 

      Ananthapuri Philatelic Association (APA) organised its second philatelic exhibition-APEX-2017 
with the support and co-operation of Department of Posts from 26th to 28th May, 2017 at YMCA 
Hall, Near Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram.  The exhibition was inaugurated by Shri. Sukumaran 
Nair, Asst. Director (Philately), India Posts, Kerala Circle at 9.30 pm on 26th May, 2017. Collections 
from the members of APA were neatly exhibited in 98 frames in the ground floor.  The first floor 
was arranged for dealer’s booths which saw some heavy crowd on all three days.  A counter was 
also opened by Thiruvananthapuram Philatelic Bureau.      
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      A special cover with cancellation was released on the occasion by Shri. Mohandas,                      
Sr. Superintendent, Northern Postal Circle, Kerala.  The theme of the special cover is “80th 
Anniversary of Gandhiji’s Last Visit to Travancore.”  The cover and cancellation was designed by 
our life member Mr.Soorej Kumar. 
 

 
 

 
THE SPECIAL COVER 

 

 
 
      Mahatma Gandhi’s last visit to Kerala was mainly to participate in the celebration of the famous Temple 
Entry Proclamation declared on 12.11.1936 by the then Travancore Maharaja H.H.Sree Chithirathirunal 
Balarama Varma.  He visited Travancore during 12th to 21st January, 1937 as state guest.  During this 
period Gandhiji visited the Maharaja at the Kowdiar palace and also visited the Sree Padmanabha Temple 
at Thiruvananthapuram.  Mahatma Gandhi addressed the public at the temple premises and said: “My 
pilgrimage to Travancore had reached its final stage.  My gratitude to all, who made it a success.” 
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                                                                                                By Ilyas Patel 
 
 
 
    

       Bridge building is a cost incentive project and needs huge funds for construction particularly for large bridges and 
thereafter for its maintenance. Short of funds delays the project and makes the same out of proportion. It is due to 
the fact that ever increasing cost of labor and material if not checked/controlled, changes the overall cost economics 
of the project resulting in further delay in construction. Therefore, it is not only essential but useful to have complete 
funds on hand or sufficient provisions must be made before the project being started. This ensures quick 
construction and completion within stipulated time period. 
 
      Generally the funding is done by the government or the local district authority that bears the entire cost of the 
project. They generate the fund through local revenues. This holds good for small and medium bridges. But for large 
bridge projects, huge funds are needed due to; advancement in new design techniques, site conditions forcing 
change in design, change in construction techniques, on site construction and management problems for bridging 
large rivers or deep vallies etc. increases the cost of the project and makes it difficult for the Government authorities 
to bare it. In earlier days, it was also done by the Govt. by taking loan from private/public institutions. Changing 
situations on economic front led to think for alternate source of funding. Another aspect for the continuous need of 
funds is the post construction maintenance of the project for its useful serviceability. Need for a bridge and short of 
funds for it leads to think for new sources of funding. This resulted in idea of imposing entry tax on the users for fund 
recovery for the services being rendered. Initially this tax was imposed on merchandised only but subsequently it 
was imposed on all users of the facility. This led to the development of Toll Bridge in which revenue is collected 
through tolls.  
 
      At present, following are sources of funds for building a bridge viz; 
 
(a) Toll-tax 
(b) Postal surcharge 
(c) BOT concept 
(d) Friendship Bridges and  
(e) International Cooperation Bridges 
 
      The present write up is confined to Toll-tax only. 

 
Toll 
 
      Tolls are fees that must be paid to cross a passage or borrow a bridge . It may apply to 
persons, vehicles , or goods carried. The term also refers to the toll station (or toll gate) in which it 
is levied. Originally, the "toll" only concerns a "foot passage" because the etymon comes from 
the Latin pes, pedis , the foot. In particular, the ancient French toll attested in 1190 comes from the 
popular Latin pedaticum , which is the right to set foot. The term originally implied the pedestrian, 
not the verb "to pay".  At present, but also very early, before the 12TH century, it is associated with 
the idea of the right of way, regardless of the means of transport; It may apply to persons, animals, 
goods or vehicles. The terms grant and toll barrier are also used.  
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                               Picture Post Cards 
 

 
 
 
 

Toll-tax 
 
      The history and concept of Tolls 
is as old as our civilization and 
commerce. Arthasastra in India 
mentions about tolls as early as 
fourth century B.C. There is a 
reference of tollgates in English 
Doomsday Book of 1095. Old 
London Bridge had tolls as far back 
as 1296, which was in the form of a 
special tax on wool imposed by 
Henry II. In the past, the collection of 
tolls was fairly common, especially at 
the entrance to cities (granting).  In 
the Holy Roman Empire  and  in  
other  European 

                           
                                                                     1811 France pre stamp olded letter showing postmark “ Peage”                                                                                                                           

                                                                      (paying bridge/toll bridge) 
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countries , the Jews were subjected to a corporation toll known in the German-speaking area 
as Leibzoll .  
 
      Tolls became common in Britain and other European countries with the development of trade 
and commerce. At the beginning of eighteenth century majority of roads were toll roads in these 
countries run and maintained by thousands of companies. It is reported that U.S.A. introduced the 
concept of tolling from Britain and the first recorded toll bridge in 1656 was at Newbury MA. Now a 
days toll roads and toll bridges are very common all over the world. This reduces the burden 
considerably on local/government authorities. The concept is that issue a license to a private 
company to collect toll on pre-defined terms and conditions for a given period and in return the 
company has to maintain the services in good order.  
 
 

Road toll  

      A toll road, also known as a turnpike or toll way, is a public or private roadway for which 
a fee (or toll) is assessed for passage. It is a form of road pricing typically implemented to help 
recoup the cost of road construction and maintenance. 

      Toll roads have existed for at least the last 2,700 years, as tolls had to be paid by travellers 
using the Susa–Babylon highway under the regime of Ashurbanipal, who reigned in the 7th 
century BC. Aristotle and Pliny refer to tolls in Arabia and other parts of Asia. In India, before the 
4th century BC, the Arthashastra notes the use of tolls. Germanic tribes charged tolls to travellers 
across mountain passes. 

      The road toll was an historical fee charged by the territorial lords from travellers 
and merchants in return for permission to use the roads and waterways of the country or state 
under their command. It was reinforced in the Holy Roman Empire by the law 
of Straßenzwang which meant that traders in certain goods had to use specified roads. In return, 
they were usually guaranteed safe passage under the right of escort or Geleitrecht. The road toll 
was widespread especially in medieval times, and, in addition to the payments from the staple 
rights, was an important source of income.  

      Road tolls usually had to be paid at strategic locations such as bridges (sometimes called a 
bridge toll) or gates. In Europe, the road toll goes back to the practice of the Germanic tribes, who 
charged fees to travellers if they wanted to cross over mountain passages. From that time, road 
tolls became commonplace in medieval times, especially in the Holy Roman Empire. The Empire 
had a "passage system" whereby a number of toll stations would be established on a route where 
small tolls were collected. Examples were the Ochsenweg in Schleswig-Holstein which had toll 
stations at Königsau and Rendsburg, Neumünster, Bramstedt and Ulzburg, as well as the Gabler 
Road with the Karlsfried Castle as its toll station. Another form of road tax was Liniengeld, which 
had to be paid when entering the city of Vienna from the beginning of the 18th century. 

      A special form of road toll was the Pflasterzoll, which had to be paid to fund the initial cobbling 
of a road and its subsequent upkeep. 

 

Toll bridge 

      A toll bridge is a bridge over which traffic may pass upon payment of a toll, or fee. The practice 
of collecting tolls on bridges harks back to the days of ferry crossings where people paid a fee to 
be ferried across stretches of water. As boats became impractical to carry large loads, ferry 
operators looked for new sources of revenue. Having built a bridge, they hoped to recoup their 
investment by charging tolls for people, animals, vehicles, and goods to cross it. 
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Painting showing 1780 Toll Bridge with Toll Booth 

in France and Modern Toll Booth 

  

        

 
       The original London Bridge across the river Thames opened as 
a toll bridge, but an accumulation of funds by the charitable trust 
that operated the bridge (Bridge House Estates) saw that the 
charges were dropped. Using interest on its capital assets, the trust 
now owns and runs all seven central London bridges at no cost to 
taxpayers or users.                                                                                                           Old London Bridge with houses  
                                                                                                                                                    and commercial establishments                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

      In the United States, private ownership of toll bridges peaked in the mid-19th century, and by 
the turn of the 20th century most toll bridges were taken over by state highway departments. In 
some instances, a quasi-governmental authority was formed, and toll revenue bonds were issued 
to raise funds for construction and/or operation of the facility. 

The concept of toll was very common during the medieval period during which tolls were levied not 
only on travelers and vehicles using the bridge but also on river traffic passing beneath it for the 
maintenance of the bridges. The King granted “Pontage”, or the right to collect tolls, commonly for 
a few years at a time. On the Pont St. Esprit in France, a duty known as the “Petit Blanc” was 
levied on the salt that was brought up to the Rhone, to be used for the maintenance of the bridge. 
There is also a reference that toll system was there for the bridge over the river Lot at Espalion in 
France during 768 to 814 during the reign of Charlemagne. The Pont Valentre at Cahors in France 
was constructed through finance generated by the revenues of the borough assisted by tolls and 
 

      
           Pont St. Esprit                       Bridge at Espalion              Pont Valentre 

 
endowments. The toll was known as “barres”. The Bay bridge and Golden Gate Bridge in U.S.A., 
Sydney Harbour Bridge in Australia are some of the examples of bridges financed by bonds and 
repaid through revenue generated by toll tax. 
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      In France, there were many bridges called as “Pont Peant” meaning “Paying Bridge”. While 
entering a city through these bridges one had to pay a toll tax. 
The bridges in Germany where such tax was collected were 
known as “Bruckengeld” meaning “Money for Bridge”. The toll 
collected on the Pont Avignon was as under: 
 
 Horse and rider  : not exceeding 2 deniers 
 Donkey, cow or sheep : not exceeding half deniers 
 Wagon   : not exceeding 4 deniers 
 Pig   : not exceeding 1 obole                                                            Pont Avignon 
                                                            (currency smaller than denier). 
 

      The Old London Bridge which was frequently requiring repair initially tried to sustain but later 
on in 1281 tolls were levied for the first time as: 
 
 Pedestrian  : 1 farthing 
 Horseman  : 1 penny 
 Pack horse  : half penny 
 

      Another concept developed during medieval period was to build houses and shops on the 
bridge, and to use the rents received from this for repairs. Old London Bridge was the most 
spectacular example of this. Lincoln High Bridge and the Ponte Vecchio in Florence are other 
examples of this type. The third concept developed during this period was the building of chapel 
along the bridge sides or over the bridge at which travelers or pilgrimmers were staying. The alms 
or donations given by them was collected and used for repairing the bridges. Two such bridges 
Pont Vecchio  and Ponte Moulin du Vieux respectively falls in this category. 
 
 

 
 
 
 Pont Vecchio, Florence – 2002 Italy Stamp     
booklet                   
                   

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                              
 
      

                        
 
 

 Ponte Moulin du Vieux – 1997 France FDC 
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Bourg-du-Péage  

      There exists a small town named Bourg-du-Péage (Toll bridge) in southeastern France in 
the Drôme department. The inhabitants of this small town are called Péageois. The town derived 
its name from a medieval toll bridge. 

 

 
 1852 France pre stamp folded letter from St. Nazaire to Valence with postmark of Bourg du Peage 

      The development of the town was due to the presence of a bridge, across the Isère, built by 
the monks of the Abbey Saint Bernard of Vienne, in 1033. They perceived a right of passage of 
this bridge. Initially, there was no settlement near this bridge but its strategic location invited 
people to settle near one end of the bridge. The inhabitants of the jurisdiction of the current canton 
were exempt, with the exception of the days of major fairs; foreigners were however taxed at a 
premium. Similarly, the Isère boatmen (fr) had to pay a tribute for their oars. This activity didn't 
slow the settlement of the habitat, and the hamlet of Pizançon (commune of Chatuzange-le-
Goubet), which originally stood at the end of the bridge, saw its population grow rapidly.  

       Since the Middle Ages, the stone bridge was lined with three buildings: At the south stood a 
tower with a door at the base, near which stood the pontoneer's (fr) house; in the north a chapel, 
known as Notre-Dame-du-Pont, and a small hospital then faced on each side of the roadway. The 
bridge was repeatedly damaged by the violent floods of the Isère. The tower, which proudly 
displayed the arms of the town of Romans and the Dauphiné, disappeared in the 17th century. On 
several occasions, destroyed arch bridges were replaced by wooden decks. In the 18th century 
work was undertaken for the reconstruction of the structure, completed in the century following its 
enlargement. However, the bridge would still endure fresh damage because on three occasions (in 
1814, 1940 and 1944) its second arch was destroyed. When peace returned, it still retained the 
scar. 

River toll 

      Another form of toll on medieval travel was the river toll that was raised for the use of 
a waterway. Outside the towns themselves, toll stations were established in some cases at special 
locations: Loevestein Castle in the Netherlands was built at a strategic point on the confluence of 
two rivers. Ships and boats had to pay a river toll here in order to proceed down the river. 
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     Loevestein Castle – 1937 Netherland postal stationary and Strategic location of Loevestein Castle (photo) 

 

      The Kingdom of Denmark had Kronborg 
Castle built from the receipts of the Sound Toll, a toll 
on ships for using the Sound of Denmark. 

           
 
                                                                                                                              Kornborg Castle – 1985 Denmark SB                 

      In a document at the imperial castle of Cochem dated 17 March 1130, which Count 
Palatine William of Ballenstedt had made out, mention was made of the usual river toll charged on 
the Moselle at one of its toll stations. The building also had the status of a toll castle. By contrast, 
the castle of Pfalzgrafenstein Castle in the Rhine near Kaub was exclusively used to collect river 
tolls. Another well-known toll site on the Rhine was the imperial palace of Kaiserswerth built in 
1174. 

          

Pfalzgrafenstein Castle in the Rhine near Kaub 
 
 

OBERBAUMBRUECKE (Oberbaum Bridge) 
 
      Berlin’s Oberbaumbruecke (Oberbaum Bridge) is by far the most striking. Its brick gothic 
towers, pointed arches, turrets, cross vaults and arched walkways hark back to its city gate past. 
The double-deck bridge with its seven arches spans the River Spree. Vehicles and pedestrians 
use the lower deck; Berlin’s bright yellow underground tram, the U-Bahn, uses the upper deck. 
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 Berlin’s Oberbaumbruecke (Oberbaum Bridge) – privately printed postal stationary franked to order 

 

      The bridge got its name from the spike-covered tree trunk that was lowered into the river each 
night during Friedrich Wilhelm I, King of Prussia’s reign. The purpose was to prevent the passage 
of ships without paying taxes. “Baum” means tree in German; thus the name “Oberbaumbruecke” 
can be translated to mean “Upper Tree Bridge.” There was also an “Unterbaumbruecke,” a “Lower 
Tree Bridge” downstream.  

Thelony 

      The word “thelony” may be derived from the late Latin word “toloneum” (alternatively, 
“telonium” or “teloneum”) meaning toll house, which may be a transliteration of the Greek 
“telonion”, meaning a place where taxes or tolls are collected. A thelony was a medieval toll or fee. 
It might be just or unjust. A just thelony was a toll paid as compensation for what would now be 
considered a public service. An unjust thelony was a fee exacted contrary to custom or where no 
service is rendered to the person made to pay it. 

      Examples of just thelonies, taken from Charlemagne’s 805 Capitulary of Aix-la-Chapelle, are: a 
fee or toll for using a market, or for passage over a bridge when that has long been exacted, or for 
docking a ship for more than several days at a river bank. The same Capitulary gives as examples 
of unjust thelonies, the following: a toll on a bridge when none was exacted in the past, a fee for 
docking at a river bank for only a few days, a toll for passage on a road or through a forest or field, 
a toll exacted from persons going under a bridge.  

      Another of Charlemagne’s capitularies from 805, that of Diedenhofen, forbade any “new or 
unjust thelony [to be] exacted where ropes are stretched or where ships pass under bridges, or in 
other similar cases in which no aid is lent to the travellers.”[1] In 809, Charlemagne ordered: “In the 
open country where there is no bridge built, we command that no thelony be exacted in any way.”  

      Theodoric, King of the Franks, in 1036 decreed the customs and laws of thelony of Arras, for 
the use of the Monastery of St. Vaast, which was to receive the revenues from these thelonies. 
The thelonies listed were market dues to be paid by merchants for the purchase or sale of cloth, 
fish, fruits, grain, cheese, salt, charcoal, cattle, pigs, meat, the use of market stalls, and many 
other items.[3] 
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       A list of thelonies for ships and barges bringing goods to Billingsgate, in London, circa 1000, 
required the payment not only of money, but also — in the case of the men of the Emperor who 
came in ships — to give as thelony “on Christmas Day two grey garments, and one brown, ten 
pounds of pepper, gloves for five men, two leathern tuns of vinegar, and as much at 
Easter.” Henry I, King of England, in 1133 granted the citizens of London freedom from all thelony: 
“And let all men of London and all their goods both throughout England, and in harbors, be quit 
and free of thelony, passage, lastage, and all other customs.” Moreover, if any town or manor 
compelled thelony from a citizen of London, “let the citizens of London take in their city from that 
town or manor where thelony or custom was taken, as much as the man of London gave for 
thelony, and thus he will have been recompensed for the harm.”[5] 

      In the History of the Jews in Speyer, Bishop Rüdiger of Speyer in 1084 invited a large number 
of Jews to live in his town "in my endeavor to turn the village of Speyer into a city." As part of this 
arrangement, he stated, "This also I have added that if any [other] Jew should at any time stay with 
them he shall pay no thelony." As part of this same arrangement, the Bishop provided that the 
Jews "were not required to pay tolls or duties [i.e., thelony] at the city's borders." 

Extortion 

      In the middle Ages, road tolls were occasionally demanded from towns, monasteries, castles 
and villages by roaming armed bands; in return for which they would waive their use of force. This 
was especially true of the Normans and Vikings, but also of large bands of robbers. This type of 
payment was also referred to as Danegeld (payment to Danish warriors). In England, it is 
estimated that 30,000 pounds of silver were paid in the 9th century as Danegeld. 

 

Postal Surtax 
 
      The Kapellbrücke in Lucerne, Switzerland almost burned down on August 18, 1993, destroying 
two thirds of its interior paintings and killing one person. Shortly thereafter, the Kapellbrücke was 
reconstructed and opened again to the public on April 14, 1994. To collect fund for its 
reconstruction and subsequent maintenance, a stamp with “Postal Surtax” was issued in 1993 
making it the only bridge in the world for which “Postal Surtax” is imposed. This surtax is imposed 
for the reconstruction of Kappel Bridge with a provision to retain any excess for preservation of 
architectural heritage. 
 

    
                  Kapple Bridge, Luzern – 1937 Switzerland postal stationary and 1993 stamp with postal surtax 
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Bridge tower 

      A bridge tower (German: Brückenturm) was a type of fortified tower built on a bridge. They 
were typically built in the period up to early modern times as part of a city or town                                                     
wall or castle. There is usually a tower at both ends of the bridge. During the 19th century, a 
number of bridge towers were built in the Gothic Revival style – Tower Bridge in London is 
perhaps the best known example; however, many original medieval towers survive across Europe.  

 

    
                  Pont Valentre – 1955 France maxim card                                       Pontene Frias Burgos – Spain MS 

 

      These towers were built in pre-medieval and medieval times to guard access to the bridge and 
to enable the collection of tolls on important roads crossing rivers, usually near towns and cities. 
The rivers were often part of the defenses of these settlements. As a result, it was important from 
a defensive perspective that the bridges did not allow attacking enemies to break in. The bridges 
acted as a bulwark and often had a small drawbridge. In addition to their genuine protective and 
defensive functions they also played a symbolic and architectural role. Often these towers were 
the first public buildings that the travellers saw when approaching the city. 

      The high cost of such towers was usually paid for by charging tolls. The gates of bridge towers 
were closed at night, so that no-one could cross the bridge during silent hours. 
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Total Solar Eclipse Stamps by USA 
 

 
 
 
      United States of America will issue a stamp on Total Solar Eclipse on 20th June, 2017.  The 

stamp will appear as shown on the left, until warmed by human touch.  On being warmed by 

human touch, the stamp’s thermochromic ink will alter the image to as seen on right. 

      Speaking of the Total Solar Eclipse stamp, set for issuance on June 20 in Laramie, Wyo., it will 
be interesting to see not only how the postmark inks react with the unusual thermochromic ink and 
special process used to print the stamp, but also how FDC collectors will display their eclipse 
covers. 

      Will collectors want those looking at their collections to keep putting their fingers on the 
stamps? How many cachetmakers will incorporate photosensitive elements into their designs? 

Courtesy: Linn’s stamp news 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN ON CD 
Old issues of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin 

Vol.1 (Issue Nos.1 to 15) 
are available on CD 

 
The cost of the CD is Rs.100/- plus postage Rs.40/- 

Those who wish to purchase the CD may contact 
Mobile: 9387801948 or email:apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 
The amount can be deposited in our SB account with  

State Bank of India, Marakkada Road Branch, Thiruvananthpuram. 
 

A/c No.32270854728, IFSC Code: SBIN0003826 
 

                                                                         Secretary 
Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 

  
SILCHAR : 9 MAR 2017 

KALIKA PRASAD BHATTACHARJEE 
ROHTAK : 24 MAR 2017 

TILYAR LAKE 
 

  
ROHTAK : 25 MAR 2017 

HARYANVI FOLK DANCE 
PUNE :  29 MAR 2017 

TORANA FORT 
 

  
ARAKKONAM : 29 MAR 2017 

25 YEARS OF COMMISSIONED SERVICE BY INS RAJALI 
CHENNAI : 17 APR 2017 

DEDICATION OF INS CHENNAI TO CHENNAI CITY 
 

  
BENGALURU : 23 APR 2017 

CENTENARY CELEBRATION OF STATE CENTRAL LIBRARY 
PUNE : 29 APR 2017 

SINHGAD FORT 
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THIRUVALLA : 27 APR 2017 

BIRTH CENTENARY OF MOST REV. PHILIPOSE MAR 
CHRYSOSTOM MAR THOMA VALIAYA 

METROPOLITAN OF MAR THOMA SYRIAN CHURCH 
 

ITANAGAR : 30 APR 2017 
LATE SHRI DORJEE KHANDU 

  
SRIRANGAM : 01 MAY 2017 

SRI RAMANUJA’S 100 BIRTH CELEBRATION 
MADIKERI : 12 MAY 2017 

BIDDATANDA HOCKEY NAMME  - 2017 
 

  
KODUKULANJI : 27 MAY 2017 

C.S.I. CHRIST CHURCH 
 

JABALPUR : 8 MAY 2017 
INDIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY 

  
MUMBAI : 05 MAY 2017 

FAMILY WELFARE TRAINING & RESEARCH CENTRE 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM : 26 MAY 2017 

APEX-2017 :  80
TH

 ANNIVERSARY OF GANDHIJI’S LAST 
VISIT TO TRAVANCORE 

 
   Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan, 

 Thiruvananthapuram 
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MEGHDOOT POST CARDS – 2017 

  
 

Tamilnadu Mercantile Bank Ltd.                                              
 

GVK EMRI 
(Emergency Management and Research Institute) 

 

 

 

 
 

DRDA – Dt. Rural Development Authority 

 

 
 

DRDA – Dt. Rural Development Authority 

 Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan, 
 Thiruvananthapuram 

 

 

"Stamp Collecting dispels boredom, enlarges our vision, broadens our 

knowledge, makes us better citizens and in innumerable ways, enriches our 

lives" - President Roosevelt                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
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New Issues From Other Countries 

GREAT BRITAIN 

 

Song Birds 
Issued on 04.05.2017 

 

NETHERLAND 

 

Panda 
Issued on 16.05.2017 

 

24        
 



 
GIBRALTAR 

 

 
 

Queen Elizabeth’s 70th Wedding Anniversary 
Issued on 25.05.2017 

 
 

HUNGARY 
 

 
 

EUROPA 2017 
Castles 

Issued on 05.05.2017 
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Forthcoming Events 

 

14 to 16 JULY, 2017  

 
KARPHILEX 2017 

      Karnataka Philatelic Society organized a state level 
philatelic exhibition at Sri Raja Rajeswari Kalyana Mantap, 
Dr.Rajkumar Road, Rajaji Nagar, Bangalore-10 from 14

th
 

to 16
th
 July, 2017 

 

News in Brief 
 

NEW PHILATELIC CLUB 
      A new philatelic club named Numismatic And Philatelic 
Association Quilon (NAPAQ) (Regn No.KLM/TC-243/2017) 
was registered at Kollam last month. Office bearers of the 
Association are Mr.Saji Paravur (President), Mr.Jithesh 
Kollam (Secretary) and Mr.Imamudeen (Treasurer).  Its 
first monthly meeting will be held at Vyapari Vyavasayi 
Association Hall, Kollam. 

 
MISTAKE ON CHAMPARAN SATYAGRAHA STAMP 

 

 
      A mistake was found in Champaran Satyagraha issued 
on 13.05.2017.The line in Hindi version is missing on the 
Rs.10/- stamp while it is printed twice on the Rs.25/- 
stamp. The mistake is a violation of Official Language Act. 

 
Source: Madhukar Jhingan 
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Disclaimer 

 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin are 
based on the information obtained from reliable sources.  
Maximum care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the contents however we give no guarantee or reliability or 
completeness of the information. 

 

 
Forthcoming Issues of  India 
 
     ?        Shrimad Rajchandraji  Rs. 5.00 
     ?        India-Papua New Guinea Joint Issue 
     ?        Ramayan – set of 11 stamps  Rs.65/- 
     ?        Banaras Hindu University, set of 2 stamps 
 

   
      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to 
be published in this bulletin.  Please send your write 
ups in MS Word only, to our email ID 
apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic activities in 
your locality are also welcome.  Philatelic Clubs and 
Associations may send their brief reports on day to day 
activities. 
                                                                                     Editor 

 

Philatelic Links 

 

www.stampsofindia.com  

 
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   
 
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  
 
www.indianstampghar.com  
 
www.indianphilately.net 
 
www.exponet.info 
 
www.stangib.com 
 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
 
www.philamirror.info 
 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
 
www.sipa.org.in 

 
www.philcent.com  
 
www.vadophil.org 
 

 

APEX-2017 Special Cover for Sale 

 
Cost Rs.50/- plus postage 

The amount  can be deposited in our SB account with   
State Bank of India, Marakkada Road Branch,  Tvpm. 

 

A/c No.32270854728, IFSC Code: SBIN0003826 

 
Contact: Secretary, Mobile: 9387801948 
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