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                  Editorial 
Dee 

WHERE HAS THE SWATCH BHARAT  
CANCELLATION GONE? 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
      India Government decided to introduce Swatch Bharat 
cancellations on all First Day Covers and Special Covers 
issued from 1

st
 January, 2017 to 31

st
 March, 2019.  The 

cancellation depicts Swatch Bharat logo without date and 
place.  It should be affixed on the face of the cover in addition 
to First Day Cancellation or Special Cancellation in all covers 
newly released.  In the initial stage I found the covers with 
this cancellation, and some in different sizes.  Some post 
offices also added their post office name below the logo, 
ignoring the instructions.  But recently most of the covers are 
being released without affixing this cancellation.  (Please 
refer the images in our regular column “Special Covers”). This 
might be due to the negligence or the conscious effort to 
avoid additional work vested to the concerned staff.  As this is 
an important mission and this logo will spread the awareness 
of Swath Bharat among people, I request postal department 
to stick to the instruction of Government of India.       

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile: 09387801948 
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Dear Reader, 
 

      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite your views, 
thoughts and suggestions regarding this e-bulletin.  Please send 
your feedback  to:  apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

                                                                               Editor 

 

 

Dear Shri Nair, 
 
     Thanks so much for sending the e-bulletin containing 
interesting articles on Bridge Toll Tax and also information 
on new stamps, special covers and Meghdoot Post cards 
etc. 
 

Director 
Rafi Ahmed Kidwai National Postal Academy 

Ghaziabad-201002 
Respected Sir, 

      I am very thankful to you because you send me this 
Philatelic Bulletin at every month.... I get lot of knowledge 
from this bulletin.... yesterday I got the "Gandhiji special 
cover" it is so beautiful.... Lot of thanks for the Bulletins... 

      Thanking You, 
                                                                                        Divyang Joshi 

chintoo.375@gmail.com 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION OF 
ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
 

Life Membership Fee         : Rs.1500-00 
                Annual Membership Fee  :  Rs.250-00 

(Children upto 18 years ½ of the above fees) 
Admission Fee                    :  Rs.50-00 

 
For membership enquires please contact Secretary 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Dear Sir, 
 

      My Congratulations to you and your entire team for 
launching the philatelic bulletin free for the philatelists. 
 

      It is a great effort enlightening various facets of 
Philately.  I wish you a great success! 
 

     With regards, 
 

Praful Thakkar I.A.S(Retd.)  
www.indianphilatelics.com  

Ahmedabad 
 

Dear Mohanachandran Nair, 
 

     Greetings from Chennai.   I would be happy to receive 
your informative bulletin on a regular basis.   Kindly accept 
my appreciations for the high quality of articles and design 
layout of your bulletins.  
 

     Thanking You, 
  
     Yours sincerely, 

Dr M.K. Sudhakar MD  
Chennai-600056 

Dear Mr.Nair, 
 

     Each and every issue is very informative.  Please keep 
it up. 

Kumar Biswas 
biswas.coomar@gmail.com 

 

Reader’s Column  

 

2 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
mailto:chintoo.375@gmail.com
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
mailto:biswas.coomar@gmail.com


New Indian Issues 

 

                                                                              
                     JHALA MANNA                                       THE PASSPORTS ACT, 1967

                                                                            
                             Rs.5.00                                                                   Rs.25.00                                                                                                                                                                 
                     Issued on 18.06.2017                                              Issued on 23.06.2017                      

                                                                                     
SURVEY OF INDIA 

 
Rs.15.00 & Rs.5.00 

Miniature Sheet Rs.20.00 
                                                                               Issued on 22.06.2017  

                                                                                                     

                            BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY                              SHRIMAD RAJCHANDRAJI 
 

           
                                  Rs.5.00 & Rs.15.00 Se-tenant pair                                                                                                                 
                                              Issued on 28.06.2017                                                               Rs.5.00 
                                                                                                                                     Issued on 29.06.2017 
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INDIA ABROAD 
 
      United Nations Postal Administration issued a set of new special event postage stamps on 21st June, 
2017 to commemorate the ‘International Day of Yoga’ 
  
      The United Nations announced 21st June as the International Day of Yoga to spread awareness 
regarding the benefits of practicing yoga to the world.  
 
      Yoga is an ancient physical, mental and spiritual practice that originated in India.  The word “Yoga” 
derives from Sanskrit and means to join or to unite, symbolizing the union of body and consciousness.  
Today it is practiced in various forms around the world and continuous to grow in popularity. 
 
      The sheet comprises 10 diff. stamps on Yoga postures with ‘OM’ symbol. 

  

 
 

 

 
 

Yoga day stamp unveiling Function.  Extreme right Mr.Thanawat Amnajanan, 
Chief, UN Postal Administration 
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REMEMBERING K. S. THIMAYYA 

Dr. M K Sudhakar, MD  

Chennai 
 

      Kodandera Subayya Thimayya was born on March 31, 1906 at Mercara, Coorg in Karnataka into a 

distinguished family of coffee planters.  He had his school education at St. Joseph College, Coonoor and 

Bishop Cotton School, Bangalore and subsequently military training at the Royal Military Colleges at 

Dehradun, India and Sandhurst, Britain. 

 

A Special Cover was issued on April 07, 2006 at Madikeri his birth place to commemorate his birth centenary in 2006. The cover 
has a colour portrait of the General and the pictorial cancellation shows the origin of river Cauvery at Madikeri. The cover is 

thematically stamped with Rs.5 commemorative postage stamp of the 62 Cavalry. 
 

He was commissioned in the Indian Army on March 26, 1926 as Second Lieutenant and gradually 

rose to General in 1957 and headed the Indian Army (1957 – 1961).  UN Secretary General, U Thant 

appointed him as Commander of United Nations Forces in Cyprus (UNICYP) in 1965. 

      
Republic of Cyprus issued a commemorative postage stamp on 6.6.66 (date palindrome). 
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Achievements: 

 * First Indian to Command an Infantry Brigade in World War – 36 Infantry Brigade in Burma campaign in 

March 25, 1945.  

* Indian representative at the surrender of Japanese forces at Burma and Malaya at the end of World War 

II in 1945.  

* First Indian Military Officer to air land on the world’s highest airfield at Leh on May 24, 1948 during 

Kashmir operations. 

* First Commandant of National Defense Academy in 1951.  

* First Indian Military officer to command all field army commands. 

* Chief of Army Staff (1957 – 1961), third Indian and second Coorgi to hold the coveted post.  

* First to Command two United Nations Military Missions – Korea (1953 – 1954) and Cyprus (1964 – 1965). 

* First Indian Military officer to receive both military and civilian awards – Distinguished Service Order for       

Burma campaign (1945) and Padma Bhushan award for Korea campaign (1954).  

* First Indian Military officer to have biography written by a foreign author.  

* First Indian Military Officer to have a road named in his honour in India (Bangalore, Pune) and Cyprus      

(Larnaca). 

* First Indian Military Officer to be honoured on a foreign postage stamp – Republic of Cyprus issued a 

commemorative postage stamp on 6.6.66 (date palindrome). 

 

The Army Postal Services issued a special cover on March 13, 2007 to commemorate his birth centenary in 2006. 
(The cover and the related brochure erroneously mention him as Padma Vibhushan instead of Padma Bhushan). 

 

      He died on December 18, 1965 at Nicosia, Cyprus while still on active duty.  
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New Pictorial Cancellations 

 
KOREA 

 

 

          
 

 
POLAND 
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GERMANY 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer 
Germany 
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Association News 
 

EXHIBITION ON WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
 

      In connection with world environment day, philatelic exhibitions were conducted at all postal 
circles in India.  Accordingly a one day exhibition was also held on 5th June, 2017 at General Post 
Office, Thiruvananthapuram, with the cooperation of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association.  
Shri.Murugan Kattakkada, a well-known Malayalam poet inaugurated the exhibition.  
Shri.Sukumaran Nair, Asst. Director (Philately) and Shri.B.Gopakumar, Asst. Director (Post 
Offices) were also present on the occasion.  Award winning exhibits on the theme environment of 
our members S/Shri.V.Sasikumar, Mohanachandran Nair, Sreejesh Krishnan, K.G.Gireesh Kumar 
and Dr.Biju Vivek, were on display. 

 

   
 

Shri Murugan Kattakkada inaugurating the exhibition   
 
      A special cover on World Environment Day was released on the occasion.  A philatelic quiz 
programme was also conducted for the school children in the city at the premises.   
 
 

       
 

Our Executive Member Sreejesh Krishnan, explaining 
 the exhibits to the chief guests 

 
Quiz programme in session 
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Children viewing the exhibition 

 

        
 

Prize distribution                                

      Prizes were distributed to winners of quiz programme.  The exhibition was attended by many 
people in and around the city.  The exhibition concluded at 6.00 pm. 

 

 
Special Cover issued on the occasion 
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      As we all know, stamp collection is the world's most popular and fascinating hobby. The habit 
of collecting attractive, artistic and multi-colour stamps appeal to all, young and old, rich and poor. 

The expression "postage stamps are the tiny ambassadors 
of a nation and also the window of a nation through which 
people overseas may behold its culture and development” 
is very apt .They reflect every aspect of a nation's life 
including its trade, history, arts, crafts, culture etc. Stamp 
collection, known by the Greek-origin word 'philately' is 
considered an educative hobby. Philately broadens man's 
horizon, brings people together, widens the knowledge of 
geography and history, science and technology. Among 
children, this hobby arouses curiosity, stirs imagination, 
develops the tendency to analyse subjects, helps to 

cultivate the good habit of patience, discipline etc. and fosters friendship. The hobby can also be 
profitable as well as old and rare stamps fetch fantastic values in stamp auctioning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       
 
 
         
      Innumerable books and articles have so far been published on philately, by postal 
administrations and authors across the globe. Initiatives to inculcate the habit of collecting stamps 
in children is going on well, as is evident from increased 'tender' foot fall at philatelic exhibition 
venues. No wonder this elegant practice of collecting stamps is still crowned the 'King of hobbies', 
in a world where the relevance of postal service itself is in debate. (However, personally I do 
realise and accept, as most of you do, the social relevance and scope of this people centric 
organization even in this modern era)  
 
      Philately is mostly a collector's delight, as it is meant to be. But how many of us know more 
about the birth and evolution of our collectible? I meant, about the designing and production of 
postage stamps?   Here, by this article, I have attempted to shed light on this less acclaimed yet 
vital aspect of philately.  About Designing and production of stamps, in particular of Indian stamps 
--'Philately - the designer's delight '. Hope you all will find this article useful as it is authenticated by 
profound literary works in this realm, though these are fewer in number. I have listed all those I 
found useful as references to provide avenues for interested readers. 
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Tiju G J  



BIRTH OF A POSTAGE STAMP 

      Designing postage stamps is a specialized branch of visual art. It is a lesser known form of 
applied art having little scope of commercial exploitation, because of its limited application in a 
very specific area. It is different from other forms of graphic art such as advertising and fine arts. In 
advertising, the purpose of the visuals is to sell a product through systematic promotion for 
marketing a commodity, or propagating some social messages of the government. The designer 
works with these objectives in mind. Stamp designing is an area which needs special care and 
attention,  across the globe,  as stamps not only serve the purpose of transmitting mail,  but also 
fulfil other roles. The most important of these is spreading relevant and pithy messages to various 
parts of the world, as also all over the issuing country itself. This factor has made the art of 
postage stamp designing more challenging to graphic artists who have dedicated themselves to 
bringing out masterpieces on tiny pieces of paper which may gradually improve the standard of 
stamp designs. In the initial stages there were not many people who could really be called 
professional stamp designers. The job was carried out mostly by engravers or commercial artists 
who followed the guidelines provided by the indenters. Gradually, when philately began to emerge 
as a serious- not to mention popular - hobby, there was a growing need for men of ideas, and that 
is how stamp designing is considered a distinct profession.  
 
      In philatelic designing, the artist has to consider certain conditions which are typical to this 
particular form of designing. First, the design has to be confined to a two-dimensional tiny area in 
which the idea has to be conveyed as effectively and convincingly as possible. This, of course, is 
not an easy task. The designer has to be very careful in choosing even basic symbols as these 
may be interpreted differently in different regions, as every place has its own cultural ethos. 
According to the great historian Anand Coomaraswamy, 'True symbols are those that leap to the 
mind without conscious effort'. Walter Andrae was more specific when he said, 'symbols are 
supports of contemplation and are not mere art forms’. 
 
ROLE OF THE POSTAGE STAMP 

      As is mentioned many a time, postage stamp is one tiny piece of printed paper with multiple 
uses. Apart from the collection of revenue for the issuing country, it also carries a message to its 
own people and to the outside world. This is why the message must be delivered in an attractive 
manner. People have a tendency to preserve attractive objects and in the process, gradually to 
build up a valuable collection of stamps which becomes a form of historical documentation. 
 
      A well-designed stamp can effectively convey a wide range of information regarding the 
country's historical and cultural heritage, its flora and fauna, commerce and trade, sports and 
education, art, crafts and other aspects of the country, to the outside world. The quality and 
success of a postage stamp, therefore, depends on 
how a given idea is depicted through lines, colours, 
illustrations, or even through photographs. The 
success of this exercise is ultimately judged by the 
understanding of the idea by the people who receive 
them in mail or collect them. Other factors such as 
quality of printing and paper also play a very important 
role in enhancing its value.  
 
SCOPE OF POSTAGE STAMP DESIGNING 

      In our country, government which issues 30-40 
stamps on an average, in a year, is the only agency 
that undertakes designing of stamps. There is a panel 
of artists attached to the India Security Printing Press,  
                                                                                                 India’s archaeological series issue 1948 
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Nasik, for designing stamps. On special occasions, postal authorities organize competitions to tap 
artistic talent at the national level. At times, however, these too have failed to deliver desirable 
results. The first all India competition for selecting designs was organized by the Government of 
India in 1948 for an archaeological series of sixteen stamps.  
 
      Later many such competitions took place such as 2500 years of Lord Buddha (1956), Gandhi 
centenary (1969), 25th anniversary of India's independence (1972), and the Indian National 
Congress centenary (1985). In connection with the observance of National days such as Republic, 
Independence and Children’s days also, such competitions are held every year.                                              
 

 

       Postage stamp designed and issued to commemorate 

the 2500th birth anniversary of Lord Buddha.  This design 

was selected through a nationwide competition. Here, 

among so many constraints, one was that 'no image of Lord 

Buddha should be included in the designs'. Winner Sri C. R. 

Pakrashi cleverly did the job by including visual elements 

such as a stylized Bodhi tree, presence of moonlight, Ajanta 

caves entrance shape, and Buddhist decorative motif 

instead. 

 
SIGNIFICANCE OF A STAMP DESIGNER 

      A postage stamp designer should have a fair knowledge of the historical, cultural, social, 
economic and scientific development of a country apart from artistic skill to depict the required 
message appropriately, graphically or symbolically. 
 
HOW A DESIGNER WORKS 

       When the Department of Posts commissions an artist to design a stamp, he or she is provided 
with clear guidelines such as the theme, size, composition, number of colours to be used, 
inscriptions and timeframe to be adhered to, for completion. Based on his studies and ideas he 
prepares thumbnail sketches to examine various design possibilities. In certain cases it may be 
necessary to quote the source materials for authenticity. Once satisfied with the visuals, he 
prepares several layouts in colour. 
 
      At this stage, he may find the colour, size and composition too restrictive. Since the normal 
print area of a commemorative stamp is 3.55cm x 2.5cm it is necessary to work on a 
proportionately enlarged area of, say, four to six times the stamp size. The artist must have a fair 
idea of the resultant design when the artwork is reduced to stamp size. Such reduction may result 
in the loss of a good amount of details in the design. The artwork, therefore, should be bold 
enough to withstand heavy reduction and yet retain the basic design. The designer must have a 
reasonably good knowledge of various printing processes including their limitations. He prepares 
the final colour layout after taking into consideration all the points mentioned above and submits it 
to the postal authorities for approval. 
 
      At times it takes several rounds of discussions between the designer and the Department of 
Posts. If the stamp being designed is on a subject of national importance, even top leaders of the 
country may be involved.  At times, despite taking all precautions, some discrepancy may creep  
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into the printed stamp. Such a point was raised in the parliament in the 
case of 'Homage to Martyrs' stamp in 1973. The question of copyright 
also poses problem if not tackled properly at the beginning. Gandhi and 
Nehru stamp faced such a controversy.           
                                                                                                                           
USE OF SYMBOLS IN STAMPS 

      Symbols are sometimes used in the design to represent an idea. The 
dove is used universally to represent peace and is a popular symbol 
across the globe. In fact, the dove has been used to such an extent that 
the UN postal administration has specifically asked designers not to use it 
any more. Likewise, the arrow is the symbol of speed and progress. 
Handshake denotes friendship, rising sun suggests dawn or freedom, chains are synonymous with 
bondage, and the torch suggests sports. While designing, the artist has to be careful about using 
these symbols as some of the symbols have regional relevance and may be interpreted differently 
in different regions. 
 
LANGUAGE OF ART 

      Any form of art should have a language of its own; a language which is understood by the 
audience even without any descriptive note. It can be termed as universal language. The 
alphabets of this language are several. The excellence of a creation depends upon how effectively 
the alphabets are used to make a lasting impression. This is applied not only to stamp designing , 
but also to any form of art, such as painting, music, dance, and even film making and photography. 
Mere presentation of the theoretical knowledge will not suffice in providing a lasting effect on the 
minds of the audience. It must have a ‘special quality’ that makes it enduring. The aim and the 
very essence of any form of art should be to discover that quality beyond the set guidelines. 
 
IMPROVEMENT IN DESIGNING AND PRINTING OF STAMPS 

      Till recently there was no institution in India to train students for stamp designing. Designers 
were mostly self-taught. They learnt by making mistakes and by experience. The College of 
Applied Arts, Mumbai, has, for the first time, introduced stamp designing in their curriculum. This is 
an important step as this will definitely improve the standard of stamp designing in our country. It 
would, no doubt, be very useful if other institutions dealing with art training also follow suit.  
 
      The government depends upon the Security Printing Press, Nasik, under the Ministry of 
Finance, for designing and printing of stamps. Our country is competent while comparing with the 
rest of the philatelic world in maintaining the quality of designing and printing of stamps.  
 

 
India Security Press, Nasik 
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CONCLUSION 

      Along with instilling interest in collecting stamps, children with flair for composing from visual 
elements and painting, may be entertained to design stamps. Department of Posts conducts 
nationwide competitions in stamp designing from time to time for children & for people of all ages, 
in connection with the observance of National days and events .Such competitions provide great 
opportunities to young artists all over India to take up this very fascinating graphic art. Apart from 
professional artists in this field, eminent artists like Atul Bose, Satyajit Ray, M F Hussain, A 
Ramachandran, Pulak Biswas, MrinalBardhan, and Jyoti Bhatt were also attracted to stamp 
designing, in later as well as beginning years of their careers.       

       
India Posts’ advertisements inviting entries for stamp designing 

 

      One's challenging ability, and practice to design over "perforated scraps of paper", the "tiny 
flimsy things", definitely improves one's talents, so as to approach bigger canvases with greater 
confidence. 
 
REFERENCES 
1) Handbook on philately - by Shri Chander Singh & Smt Devika Varma 
2) Quiz on philately - by B Padmini & Mini Rajan M  
3) A stamp is born - by C R Pakrashi 
4) Pigeons to Post - by Steve Borgia, on INDIAPOST & History of Indian postal services 
5) Philapost – An Indiapost-PCI quarterly  
6) Indiapost, UPU websites and other internet resources 

 
      Tiju G J is the 1

st
 prize winner of Independence Day 2016 national level stamp design contest conducted by India 

Posts. 
                                                                                                                                                                Editor 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI STAMP BULLETIN ON CD 
Old issues of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin 

Vol.1 (Issue Nos.1 to 15) 
are available on CD 

 
The cost of the CD is Rs.100/- plus postage Rs.40/- 

Those who wish to purchase the CD may contact 
Mobile: 9387801948 or email:apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 
The amount can be deposited in our SB account with  

State Bank of India, Marakkada Road Branch, Thiruvananthpuram. 
 

A/c No.32270854728, IFSC Code: SBIN0003826 
 

                                                               Secretary 
Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 
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New Books 

Phila India Stamp Guide Book 2017-18 

      We know that every philatelist usually depend on philatelic 
catalogues, in order to arrange their collections, to know the 
issue dates and other philatelic knowledge including the 
current market price.  Just like Stanley Gibbons in Britain and 
British Colonies, Scott in USA and Michel in Germany, in India 
most of the collectors are using Phila India guide book since 
1964.   
 
      Its 19th edition named “Phila India Stamp Guide Book 
2017-18” was just published in May 2017 with some changes 
with regard to previous editions.  This new edition is 
completely redrawn and rewritten with many new additions, 
existing varieties, and a host of new illustrations.  Printed but 
not issued category of stamps have been taken out from the 
core listing and shown only as ‘Addenda’.  To inform and to 
support new collectors the concept of Thematic Collections 
has been introduced in this edition. An Index page has also 
been added.  I found some minor errors in the indexed pages 
of chapters “Development of a Theme” to “Publications”.  
Stamps released up to 26.04.2017 were included in the list.  
But under definitive section the stamp of Gopinath Bardoloi issued on 13.04.2017 was missing.  
The prices are based on market trading, fairs & exhibition dealings and auction house realisations. 
 
      Foreword of this edition was written by philatelist Shri. Subir Kumar Mitra, Chief Commissioner 
of Income Tax (Retd.) Indian Revenue Service (IRS), Ministry of Finance, Government of India.  
Just like previous editions the pain taken to release this guide book was borne by Shri.Manik Jain.  
I confirm that it is a worthy guide for all philatelists who collect Indian stamps and also useful for 
dealers. 
 
      This 432 page hard bound guide book is printed on high quality glossy paper with colourful 
illustrations. The price of this book is Rs.800/- in India and overseas US $ 35/- This guide book 
was published by Philatelia, One Moti SIL Street, Kolkata-700013.  Copies are available at Phila 
Art, G-3, Prakash Kunj Apartment, Kavi Raman Path, Boring Canal Road, Patna-800 001.   
 
      For online purchase:  http://www.phila-art.com/product-category/catalogues/ 

 

 
Mohanachandran Nair 

Thiruvananthapuram 
 

 

      Not philosophers, but fret-sawyers and stamp collectors compose 
the backbone of society.  

                                          ALDOUS HUXLEY, Brave New World 
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           Western Australian Swans
          

 Col (Dr) J Dutta & Dr Anjali Dutta 

 

  

 
Introduction: The swan issues of Western Australia are some of the most interesting philatelic 
issues known.  Dutch navigator, Willem de Valmingh discovered Swan River in 1698 and named it 
after the Black Swans. 

 

        
Willem de Vlamingh and the black swan 

 
      A military settlement was established at King George’s Sound in December 1826 at the mouth 
of Swan River.  The colony of Western Australia was proclaimed on 7th March 1831 when the 
colony of New South Wales withdrew its control of the settled areas.  Within six months a postal 
service was inaugurated.  Postal marking applied in the colony appeared in the early 1840s.  Ship 
Letter postmarks also date from this period.  By 1854 the population of about 12,000 was served 
by 15 post offices, which increased to 200 by 1901. 
 
The Adhesives: The first adhesive postage stamps were 
issued on 1st August 1854 with face values of 1d, 4d and 1s, 
and prepayment became compulsory.  Perkin, Bacon & 
Co. engraved the 1d value in London.  This plate was to last 
for a very long time, last being pressed by De La Rue in 1888.  
The 4d and 1s were lithographed locally.  In 1857 
the 2d and 6d values were again locally produced.  These 
lithographed values have been a source of much philatelic 
research and include the famous rarity, the inverted 
frame. 
                                                                                 

                                                                             
                                                             1d die proof 
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                              1d plate proof on                                   1854 1d swan with red cancel. 
                          unwatermarked paper                                    Printed in sheets of 240              

 
 
 

 
 

1854 1d swans on cover 

 
 

 
1854, 4d pale blue swan.  Printed in sheets of 240 
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Rarities 

 

  
1854 4d blue swan "inverted frame" 

 

 
1854 4d blue top letters of AUSTRALIA cut off so they are barely 1mm high. Position unknown, only 

2 examples recorded, one being in the Royal Collection 

 

 
1854 4d blue PIECE instead of PENCE. 

Position unknown only 1 example recorded 

 

 
1854 1s deep red brown 
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2d Lithograph was printed in the colony in 1857 but not issued until February 26th 1858. Printed in 

sheets of 240 on swan watermark paper, watermark always sideways 

 

 
6d Lithograph was printed in the colony in 1857 and issued August 7th 1857. Printed in sheets of 

240 on swan watermark paper, watermark always sideways 
 

 
2d pale orange. The Recess Printings of 1860 in the colony from Perkins Bacon plates.  Printed in 

sheets of 120 on swan watermark paper 

 

     
2d orange vermillion and 4d blue 
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6d sage green 

 

 
The Rouletted stamps 

 

     
2d pale orange and 6d sage green 

 

      The perforation of the Perkins, Bacon plates of 1d and subsequent 2d, 4d, 6d and 1s values 
both by Somerset House and De La Rue proved difficult, leading to making perforation varieties.  
The first surface printed stamp (3d) printed by De La Rue appeared in 1871.  Between 1862 and 
1888 De La Rue printed stamps using Perkin Bacon plates using Crown CC, Crown CA or unwater 
marked paper.  The colony frequently ran out of one or the other lower value stamps; the earliest 
known being the green ‘ONE PENNY’ surcharged on the 2d in 1874.  A triple surcharge is known. 
Following the success of the surface printed 3d, De La Rue issued all subsequent issues using this 
technique.  The standard of De La Rue printing was very high and two constant printing varieties 
are known, one on the watermark W Crown A 1d, and one frame break on the 3d plate. 

 
1861 Perkins Bacon Issue.  Printed in England in sheets of 240 for the one penny and 120 

for the other values. Watermark is sideways with the exception of the 1/- 

 
1d rose Intermediate perf 14-16 
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2d blue and 4d vermillion 

 

  
6d purple-brown and 1s yellow-green 

 
Perf 14 at Somerset House 

 

  
1d rose and 2d blue 

 

 
4d vermillion 
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Watermark Crown CC always sideways on the 1d, the other values upright is the norm.  
Perforated 12½ rough. 

 

 

 
1d bistre Wmk Crown CC Perf 12½ 

 

 
2d orange 

 

       
4d carmine and 4d carmine double print, 10 known 
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6d bright violet and 1s light green 

 
 

De La Rue’s First Stamps Printed from their own plates.  1871 Watermark Crown CC Perf 14.  
Printed in sheets of 240 

 

 
3d plate No.1 

 
The 1872-79 Watermark Crown CC Perf 12½. Printed by De La Rue using Perkins Bacon 

plates in sheets of 240 for the One Penny and sheets of 120 for the other four values 

 

 
1d yellow-brown 

 
Thus we see that from 1871 onwards De La Rue was using Perkins Bacon plates as well as its 
own plates for printing Australian stamps. 
 
The Rare stamps: The period up to January 1913, when the Kangaroo issues appeared, saw 
several changes of paper, colour and perforation, three different watermarks and contains some of 
Western Australia’s rarest stamps. The colony became a founding member of the Australian 
Commonwealth on 1st January 1901 and subsequently its postage stamps were printed by the 
Government Printer, J Oliver in Melbourne. 
 
 
24 

 
 



 
      The high values from 2s upwards differed from previous issues in two respects. Produced 
about the middle of 1902, the values were inscribed ‘WEST AUSTRALIA’ instead of ‘WESTERN’ 
and the central motif was changed from the Black Swan to a profile of Queen Victoria, despite the 
fact that Queen Victoria died on 22 January 1901. 
 
Conclusion: The period up to January 1913, when the Kangaroo issues appeared, saw several 
changes of paper, colour and perforation, three different watermarks and contains some of 
Western Australia’s rarest stamps. For more information on stamps and postal history of Western 
Australia, philatelists can contact British Society for Australian Philately, London, and the Black 
Swan Study Group, Perth. 

 
 
 

SPECIAL COVERS 

 

  
18 April 2017 : MOTIHARI  

Centenary of Champaran Satyagraha 

27 May 2017 : SIVAKASI 
Centenary Celebration of Shri A. Chelladhurai 

  
01 June 2017 : DHAVANGARE 

World Milk Day  
05 June 2017 : BENGALURU 

World Environment Day – forest for water 

  
19 June 2017 : THIRUVANAKOIL 

150
TH

 Birth Ann of Rao Bahadur K S Ganapati Aiyer, M L 
March 2017 : GUWAHATI 

Namami Brahmaputra 
 

   Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan, 
 Thiruvananthapuram 
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SOUVENIR COVERS – MEANS OF TRANSPORT 

Tamil Nadu Postal Circle released a set of 20 Souvenir covers on Means of Transport.
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   Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan, 
 Thiruvananthapuram 
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New Issues From Other Countries 

 

NETHERLANDS 

 

Summer Birds 
Issued on 06.06.2017 

 

JERSEY 
 

 

100th Anniversary of Lions Clubs International 
Issued on 07.06.2017 
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UNITED NATIONS 

UN postal service issued a set of 2 stamps each by all three Administrations on 
World Environment Day -  05th June 2017 

 

           Geneva 
 

                                  Vienna        
 

          New York 
 
 

DENMARK 
Vintage Cars 

 

 
Issued on 15.06.2017 

 
29 

 
 

 



 

Forthcoming Events 
 

14 to 16 JULY, 2017  

 

KARPHILEX 2017 
      Karnataka Philatelic Society is planning to organize a 
state level philatelic exhibition at Sri Raja Rajeswari 
Kalyana Mantap, Dr.Rajkumar Road, Rajaji Nagar, 
Bangalore-10 from 14

th
 to 16

th
 July, 2017 

 

News in Brief 
 

JOINT ISSUES OF INDIA AND BELARUS 
      India and Belarus will jointly issue a stamp in 
connection with the 25

th
 anniversary of establishing 

diplomatic relations. 

 
Stamp issued by Belarus 
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APEX-2017 Special Cover for Sale 

 
Cost Rs.50/- plus postage 

The amount can be deposited in our SB account with   State 
Bank of India, Marakkada Road Branch,  Tvpm. 

 

A/c No.32270854728, IFSC Code: SBIN0003826 

 
Contact: Secretary, Mobile: 9387801948 

 

Forthcoming Issues of  India 
 
     ?        India-Papua New Guinea Joint Issue 
     ?        Ramayan – set of 11 stamps  Rs.65/- 
 

   
      Articles are invited from readers with illustrations to 
be published in this bulletin.  Please send your write 
ups in MS Word only, to our email ID 
apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic activities in 
your locality are also welcome.  Philatelic Clubs and 
Associations may send their brief reports on day to day 
activities. 
                                                                                     Editor 

 

 
Philatelic Links 

 

www.stampsofindia.com  

 
www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   
 
www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  
 
www.indianstampghar.com  
 
www.indianphilately.net 
 
www.exponet.info 
 
www.stangib.com 
 
www.indiapost.gov.in 
 
www.philamirror.info 
 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 
 
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 
 
www.indiastudycircle.org 
 
www.sipa.org.in 

 
www.philcent.com  
 
www.vadophil.org 
 
www.indianphilatelics.com 
 

 
 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this bulletin 
are based on the information obtained from reliable 
sources.  Maximum care has been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of the contents however we give no 
guarantee on reliability or completeness of the 
information. 

 
 

 

Published by V. Balakrishnan Nair, President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association, TC-4/496, “Vishnupriya”   B-7, 
Sree Vilas Lane, Kowdiar, Thiruvananthapuram-695003 
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