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Czech Republic will issue two sheets of personalised stamps this month. 
Each sheet with 25 stamps and all stamps are featuring African fauna. 
The issue honours the former director of the Zoological Park in Dvur Kralove 
(Czech Republic).  It is a limited Edition with only 1000 pieces of each sheet.              
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Dear Reader, 

 

      Your feedback is most valuable to us.  We invite your 
views, thoughts and suggestions regarding this e-bulletin. 
 

      Please send your feedback to:  apa.tvpm@gmail.com 
 

Editor 
 

 
 

Awards won 
 

Brasilia 2017: Bronze 
 

INPEX 2017: Silver Bronze 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

      It makes me happy to know that a summer philatelic 
camp for school children is being organised at the 
Philatelic Bureau of Anna Road HPO, Chennai.  Summer 
camps for children is being organised in different parts of 
the country for dance, music, drawing, painting, 
swimming, martial arts, crafts etc.  But this is the first time 
a camp is being conducted purely for philately. They are 
charging a nominal amount (Rs.250/-) per student to the 
camp for which a Philatelic Deposit Account and philatelic 
materials are provided.  It is really a good initiative.  In my 
opinion this has to be implemented in all Philatelic 
Bureaus across the country. Also I am sure that the 
recently introduced Deen Dayal SPARSH Yojana scheme 
will inspire the students to attend such summer camps. 
 

      Karnataka Philatelic Society celebrated its 43rd 
foundation day on 1st April, 2018. In connection with the 
celebration they conducted a competition on One Page 
Philatelic Exhibits among members.  Three prizes were 
given to best exhibits chosen by members by popularity 
vote. This concept is the first of its kind in India.  The 
society has decided to make this competition a regular 
feature in their monthly meetings and is considering this 
to be a separate section in the next Karphilex and the 
clubs own philatelic exhibitions. My hearty 
congratulations to them and hope that the future of 
philately is  a flourishing one. 
 

     The new Governing Council  of Philatelic Congress of 
India took charge on 29th April, 2018.  My best wishes  to 
all of them,  expecting a fantastic work to promote 
philately. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile: 09387801948 

 

 
 

 
 

Reader’s Column 
 

Dear Sir 
 

      Congratulations for the Second Anniversary issue. It 
had quite an interesting articles and information. 
 

            A well thought and planned effort and I appreciate your 
efforts. I know how difficult it is to organize/collect the 
matter and information though it is now much easy with 
technology compared to the period of 1980's when I used 
to print a magazine in Delhi. 
 

      Congratulations once again. 
 

Pulak Gupta  
gpulak08@gmail.com  

 
 

Dear Sir 
 
      I will suggest you to send these bulletins to India 
Study Circle for Philately for their library. 
 
      You may send a soft copy of all of them, I will forward 
it on your behalf to the concerned persons. 
 
      Regards, 

Ajay Kumar Mittal 
Delhi 

Sir 
 
    This is the only philatelic magazine I found in India, 
covering news from all parts of the country.  Keep it up. 
 

Reghupathy 
Coimbatore 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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New Indian Issues 

 
 

DEFENCE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION 
DIAMOND JUBILEE 

 

 
 

Stamp Rs.10.00 
Issued on 11.04.2018 

 
 
 
 

GOAN TIATR 125TH ANNIVERSARY 
 

 
 

Stamps Rs.25 & Rs.5.00 
Miniature Sheet Rs.30.00 

Issued on 17.04.2018 
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        HEMWATI NANDAN BAHUGUNA                            SAFDARJUNG HOSPITAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

                       Stamp Rs.5.00                                         Se-tenant Stamp Rs.5.00 & 5.00      
                  Issued on 25.04.2018                                           Issued on 27.04.2018  
 
 

 

PRITHVIRAJ CHAUHAN 

 
 

Stamp Rs.5.00 x 2 & 15 x 2 
Miniature Sheet Rs.40.00 

Issued on 28.04.2018 
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News in brief 
 

 
      The BIRDPEX 8, an International Philatelic Exhibition, will be held in Mondorf-les-Baines (Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg) from 19th May 2018 to 21st May 2018. The organiser of this philatelic event is the Philatelic Club 
PHILCOLUX of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, www.philcolux.lu  
 
      42 exhibitors will have 52 exhibits on Ornithology.  The exhibitors are from eight different countries namely 
Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Switzerland, Ukraine, Israel and India.  
 
The Indian partipicipants and their title of exhibits are: 
 
Krishnamoothy J.(Villapuram) - BIRD - A MESSENGER OF PEACE- A SYMBOL OF LOVE (4 Frames) 
 
Srinivasan, Paramasivam (Gurgaon)  - MAGPIE IN NATURE AND MYTH (one frame),  
                                                            - THE WORLD OF FLAMINGOS (one frame)  
                                                            - THE NATIONAL PRIDE OF INDIA: PEACOCK A BIRD  AND  
                                                               SYMBOL (one frame). 
 
Divekar Mrugank D. (Mumbai)            - EAGLE AND OWL (3 Frames-youth class) 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      In connection with the exhibition a pictorial  postmark, a Special cover, a Special postcard and two 
personalised stamps will be issued.   
 
      All items feature the barn swallow (Hirundo rustica). 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                   Courtesey  Wolfgang Beyer, 

                                                                                               BDPh (German Philatelic Federation) and AIJP. 

 

http://www.philcolux.lu/
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Summer Philatelic Camps at Chennai 

      Summer philatelic camps are being conducted at Philatelic Bureau, Anna Road HPO, Chennai from 4th April, 
2018 onwards for children from different schools. Students from Murug Dhanushkodi Higher Secondary School, 
Stella Mary’s Primary School, Tondiarpet, St.Joseph Anglo Indian Higher Secondary School, Perambur, The 
Hindu Colony  Chellammal Vidyalaya, Nanganallur are participating. 

 
       
        Mr.Sreedharan, Southern Railway staff and life member of South Indian Philatelists Association, Chennai 
took classes for students who attended the camps. 
 
      Similar camps for school children from VI std to IX std are also arranged on three successive days at the 
same venue from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm in the below mentioned 5 batches.  A sum of Rs.250/- will be charged 
for this camp per student in which Philatelic Deposit Account/Philatelic material will be provided. 
 
Batch 1 -  25.04.2018 to 27.04.2018           

Batch 2 - 02.05.2018 to 04.05.2018 

Batch 3 - 09.05.2018 to 11.05.2018 

Batch 4 - 16.05.2018 to 18.05.2018 

Batch 5 - 23.05.2018 to 25.05.2018 

 

Interested students can select their convenient batch and  

send their details to  

email: philatelypromotion@gmail.com 

For queries, contact: 

044-28543199 

9884777096 

9840595839 

 

      Parents have to make their own arrangements for the pick up & drop of their children 

 

Jainism Philately Group National Meet  

      Third National Meet of Jainism Philately Group (JPG) successfully organised at world famous religious place 
Sravanabelgola (Karnataka) on 7th April 2018 followed by visit to other historical places of philatelic importance 
on 8th and 9th April 2018.  About 150 members from all over India participated in the meet. 

      National Meet was inaugurated by Param Punya Swastishri Bgatdarak Charukirti Swamiji of Shri Jain Math 
Sravanabelgola and presided by JPG National Chairman Mr. Sudhir Jain (Satna). It was started with the 
mangalacharan by Mrs. Trishala Jain and welcome song by Mrs. Rashmi Jain. Editor of Gommatvani Mr. Ashok 
Kumar, National Vice Chairman Mr. Pramod Kumar Kain (Pondicherry) and Dr. Pradip Jain (Balod), General 
Secretary Mr. Mithalal Jain (Pune), Karnataka State Convenor Mr. Mahaveer Kundur (Hubli) and Mr. Manish 
Jain (Bangalore) were on the dais.  

mailto:philatelypromotion@gmail.com
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      Chief guest Pujya Bhatrarakji gave his blessings to the Group for spreading massages of Jainism like Ahimsa 
and non-violence through Philately. He suggested to pursue release of commemorative stamps on first Jain 
saint Aacharya Shantisagarji Maharaj, brave queen of Karnataka Rani Abbakka, famous Maharani Shantala and 
Danchintamani Atimabbe.  Two beautiful books were also released on this occasion. First was "Dak tickaton par 
Jain itihas evam sanskrati" written by Mr. Suresh Kumar Jain (Ludhiana) and second was "Philately on Jainism" 
jointly written by Mr. Vikas Jain (Ajmer) and Mr. Pramod Kumar Jain (Pondichery). 

      After the Sravanabelgola Meet JPG tour was organised to historical places Helebidu, Belur, Dharmsthala, 
Venur, Karkala and Moodbidri. All these places have permanent pictorial cancellations and a beautifully 
designed booklet covering Philatelic items related to these places released by Padmavibhushan Rajarshi Dr. 
Virendra Heggadeji on 9th April 2018 at Dharmsthala in a grand function organised by JPG. 
In Moodbidri JPG members visited famous Thousand Pillar Temple and witnessed rare ratna idols of precious 
stones and ancient manuscripts on tadpatras. Moodbidri Bhatrarakji honoured all the JPG members at a 
function. 

GOMMATPEX-2018 concluded 

      National level philatelic exhibition on Jainism theme GOMMATPEX-2018 was successfully organised at 
famous pilgrimage centre and tourist attraction Sravanabelgola in Hassan District of Karnataka on 7th and 8th 
April 2018. Sixty-two participants from different parts of the country exhibited their collections. 

      This exhibition was jointly organised by India Post, Karnataka Philatelic Society, Jainism Philately Group and 
Shri Jain Math Sravanabelgola at Interpretation Centre. A beautiful special cover was also released on this 
occasion. 

      Traditional postman with ancient dress and classical Karnataka Music escorted the guests His Holiness 
Bhattarak Charukirti Swamiji, CPMG Dr. Charles Lobo, PMG Mr. Rajendra Kumar, National Chairman of Jainism 
Philately Group Mr. Sudhir Jain, Gommatwani Editor Mr. Ashok Kumar, Exhibition Chairman Mr. Mahaveer 
Kundur, Co-ordinator Mr. Jagannath Mani, Secretary Mr. H. C. Sadananda, Treasurer Mr. Manish Jain etc. Flag 
hosting and lighting of lamp was also very attractive. 

      Mrs. Rashmi Jain started the inaugural function with manglacharan song. Pujya Bhattarak Swamiji 
inaugurated the exhibition and blessed all the participants for spreading principles of Jainism through Philately. 
Chief Postmaster General Dr. Charles Lobo told that first permanent pictorial cancellation of Karnataka was 
introduced at Sravanabelgola in the year 1978 and after that Gommateshwara is the main attraction for 
Philatelists and maximum number of covers, cancellations, frankings have been issued on Gommateshwara. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

       It was a non-competitive exhibition and all the participants received medals and certificates. 

      On the same day one more special cover was issued to commemorate Diamond Jubilee of Sravanabelgola 
by Postal Department.  
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The Special Cover releasing function and the covers released 

Courtesy: Sudhir Jain 

Karnataka Philatelic Society, Bengaluru Celebrated its 43rd Foundation Day  

      Karnataka Philatelic Society, Bengaluru celebrated its 43rd Foundation Day on 1st April 2018 at General Post 
Office, Rajbhavan Road, Bengaluru - 560001. 
 
      22nd March 1975 is the day on which the Karnataka Philatelic Society was registered as a society with Govt. 
of Karnataka. It is decided by the Governing Council that, this day ie. 22nd March will be celebrated as the 
Foundation Day of the Society.  
 
      The Chief Guest for the function was Dr. Charles Lobo, Chief Postmaster General, Karnataka Region.  
During his address, Dr. Lobo emphasized on the co-operation between Karnataka Philatelic Society and Postal 
Department.  He appreciated all the help and coordination given by the society for various events conducted by 
the Department.  
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      The celebration function was attended by many members and guests.  
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     Vice President of the Society Mr. Nikhilesh Melkote welcomed all guests and members and explained the 
importance of the day. 
 
      President Mr. K. Chaitanya Dev gave a presentation on the various philatelic activities prevailing in 
Bengaluru before the Karnataka Society was formed.  Also, his presentation detailed various activities of 
Karnataka Philatelic Society has embarked up on, after its inception in 1975. 
 
      Dr.(Mrs.) Sita Bhateja, Renowned International Philatelist delivered the Col. L G Shenoi memorial lecture.  
During her lecture, she touched upon the various contributions of Col. Shenoi given for the Karnataka Philatelic 
Society and to the philatelic communities across  India.  She re-lived all such moments during her lecture. 
     

       
      The highlight of the celebrations was the One-Page Philatelic Exhibit exhibition conducted for its members.  
The single most important aspect of a One Page Exhibit is the Story it relates in a concise manner with the help 
of postal materials.  
 

      Following were the conditions specified for this one-page exhibit competition 
 

• The story can be related with stamps alone or with stamps, covers, appropriate material and text or 

captions.   
 

• The Story told in One Page Exhibit must be entirely contained on one page only.  
 

• The exhibit may include stamps, covers and other recognized philatelic material from the established 

Exhibiting Classes with written text as necessary to relate a “Philatelic Story”.   
 

• Non-philatelic materials need to be avoided. 
 

• The story should be evident from the accompanying text or the general arrangement of the philatelic 

story.   
 

      The winner of the competition was chosen by the members of Karnataka Philatelic Society by a popularity 
vote.  
 

      Ms. Sanvi Suresh for her display on Geometric shapes in Nature won the first prize.  Mr. G K. Shenoy for 

his exhibit on Bisects and Splits won the second prize and Ms. N Sridevi won the third prize for her exhibit on 

Artistry in Air. 

      This is first time such a concept of One-Page Philatelic exhibit competition was conceived and conducted in 
India.  The President of the society promised its members that this will be regular feature in the future monthly 
meetings of Karnataka Philatelic Society and also will consider this to be a separate section in the next Karphilex, 
the club’s own stamp exhibition. 
 

      The Foundation Day celebration concluded with Vote of Thanks by Mr. Naveein O C, General Secretary and 
folowed by high tea. 
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Relegious Stamp Exchange Club, Kochi, convened its  
Annual General Body Meeting on 22.4.2018 
 

      The Kochi based Relegious Stamp Exchange Club conducted its 48th Annual Geneal Body Meeting on 22nd 
April, 2018 at Hotel K K International, Ernakulam.  The meeting started with a silent prayer.  Shri.N Sadasivan 
Nair, Vice President of the club presided the meeting.  Advocate Mani Vithayathil, Prsident of the club 
inaugurated the meeting.   
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Previous AGM minutes presented by Secretary was passed by members.  Thereafter Secretary presented 
the Report for 2017-18 and Treasurer presented the accounts for 2017-18 both were passed by members after 
serious discussions. After the General Body Meeting a spot auction of philatelic materials was done. Tea, snacks 
and lunch were served by the club to all participants. 
 

New Governing Council for PCI 
 

      The Annual General Body Meeting of Philatelic Congress of India held on 29 th April, 2018 at 
Chennai, elected the following General Council members from a poll conducted at the venue. 
 
      Out of 17 Institutional Members, 14 were elected without opposition and for three states (Delhi, 
Odisha and North East) election were conducted.  For  Life Members General Council 6 persons 

were elected from 11 persons contested. The new Governing Council members of PCI for 2018 to 2020 are: 
 
President:  Smt. Damyanti Pittie 
President Elect: Mr. Sunder Bahirwani 
Immediate Past President: Mr. AjeetSinghee      
Vice Presidents: 
Mr. Madhukar Deogawanka 
Mr. Prashant H Pandya 
Mr. Ajay Kumar Mittal 
Mr. K S Mohan 
Secretary General: Mr. Rajesh Kumar Bagri 
Secretary: Mr. Rajesh Paharia 
Treasurer: Mr. Surendra Kotadia 
Jt. Treasurer: Mr. Kaizad Todywala  

Members:                                                                                                                              The Annual General Body Meeting & New Governing Council Members 
Mr. P G Bhargave, Mr.C G Bhaskar, Dr (Mrs) Sita Bhateja, Mr. Ajit Kumar Dash, Mr.Kapil Gogri, Prof V K Gupta, 
Mr. Binod Kumar Jain, Mr. Mukesh K Malhotra, Mr.Pratisad V. Neurgaonkar, Mr. G. Anil Reddy, Mr.Dinesh 
Chandra Sharma, Mr. S.Paramjeet Singh and Mr.Ramu M Srinivasa.     
 
      On the previous day (28.4.2018) the following three seminars/presentations were conducted by the South 
India Philatelists’ Association, in association with the Philatelic Congress of India. 
 

1. Presentation on “India 1854 Two Annas Stamps” by Mr.Markand Dave 
2. Presentation on “Philatelic Research: Methods & Tools” by Mr.Madhukar Jhingan 
3. Seminar on “Postal History” by Mr.Madhukar Deogawanka 
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FIRST  AIRMAIL  BETWEEN 

    BOMBAY  AND  TRIVANDRUM 
 
 
 

 By Mohanachandran Nair 
       
 
      The civil aviation service in the Kerala State started on 29th October, 1935, when Tata and Sons 
Ltd made an experimental weekly flight between Bombay and Trivandrum via Goa and Cannanore with 
the patronage of the erstwhile prince of Travancore late Chithira Tirunal Balarama Varma. The consent 
of the Portuguese Government was obtained to land in Goa and the Government of India agreed to 
the use of military landing ground at Cannanore. 
 

 
Chithira Tirunal Balarama Varma                                                                                                                             

      A large number of officials including the 
then Travancore Diwan Muhammad 
Habibulla, C.P. Ramasway Iyer, the 
president of the City Muncipal Council 
Venkita Krishna Iyer and members of the 
royal family of Travancore gathered to 
welcome the plane. 

 
      The flight landed in the small airport at 
Chaka,  in Trivandrum, with two passengers 
and a bundle of mail from Bombay.  The pilot 
B.K.N.Rao and the two passengers, 
Jamshed Navoroji an official from Tata and 
Sons Ltd; and Kanchi Dwarakadas a 
commercial agent of Travancore were 
received and garlanded by the dignitaries.   

 
J R D Tata  

 

      The mails from Bombay to Trivandrum was affixed with a red cachet denoting “Demonstration 
Flight/First direct Air Mail/BOMBAY-TRIVANDRUM/29th October, 1935” and the mails from Trivandrum 
to Bombay was affixed with a large rectangular black cachet with an image of a monoplane and “FIRST 
FLIGHT/TRIVANDRUM-BOMBAY/1ST NOV 1935”.  The mails to/from Goa and Cannanore were not 
accepted on this flight and those so addressed were carried on to Trivandrum and Bombay as 
appropriate.  Mails were first carried to/from Cannanore on 26 and 30 November 1935. 
  
 

 
The Cachet 
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Bombay-Trivandrum flight cover with red cachet 

 
      As compared with surface transport, it showed a saving of 20 hours on the journey from Bombay 
to Goa, 42½  hours from Bombay to Cannanore and 46 hours from Bombay to Trivandrum.  The fare 
was Rs.150/- which could not be afforded by the common people at that time.   Its return journey on 1st 
November  
  

 
 

Trivandrum-Bombay flight cover 

 
was also cheered by people.  Gradually it became a weekly service reaching here every Tuesday and 
returning to Bombay on Friday (Please see the time table).  

 

Southbound (every Tuesday)  Northbound (every Friday) 

 Arrival Departure   Arrival Departure 

Bombay  0630  Trivandrum  0800 

Goa  0905 0930  Cannanore 1035 1105 

Cannanore 1215 1245  Goa  1345 1415 

Trivandrum 1321   Bombay 1651  
 

Time Table 
 

      The service did not last long due to heavy loss in operating, resulted in some dispute between the 
company and the royal administration over compensation. 
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New Pictorial Cancellations 
  GERMANY 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ROYAL MAIL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer,  
Germany 
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Association News 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING 
  

      The Sixth Annual General Body Meeting of Ananthapuri Philatelic Association will be held at 2.30 pm on 

6th May, 2018  in Poorna Hotel, YMCA Road, Statue Jn. Thiruvananthapuram to convene the following matters. 

   

1. Silent Prayer 

2. Welcome Speech 

3. Presidential Address  

4. Presentation of minutes of last Annual General Body Meeting 

5. Presentation of Annual Report for the year 2017-18 by the Secretary 

6. Presentation of Accounts for the year 2017-18 by the Treasurer 

7. General discussion on the Report and Accounts 

8. Election of Office bearers for the period 2018-20 

9. Appointment of Auditor for 2018-20 

10. Any other matter with the permission of the Chair 

11. Vote of Thanks     
 

      Notices have been sent to individual members.  Secretary requested all the members to attend the meeting 

well in advance. 

 

 

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION  
FELICITATE DEEN DAYAL SPARSH YOJANA WINNERS 
 

      Ananthapuri Philatelic Association has decided to felicitate four winners of Deen Dayal SPARSH Yojana 

from Thiruvananthapuram District, Kerala on 6th May, 2018 at 2.00 pm. 

  

      Shri.Gopakumar, Asst. Director (Post Office), CPMG Office, Thiruvananthapuram will be the chief guest. 

 

      The following four students from different schools of Thiruvananthapuram District will be felicitated. 

 

1. Master Abel Solomon Raj 

2. Kumari Hrudaya Krishnan 

3. Kumari Abhina A R 

4. Master Kannan S S 

  

     A momento and philatelic gifts will be presented to each students at the function.  Gifts are sponsored by 

Shri.P.Mohanachandran Nair, Thiruvananthapuram & Shri. B.Karthikeyan from Virudhunagar, Tamilnadu (Life 

Members of APA), Shri. Sagi Srinivasa Raju from Hyderabd and our regular contributer Shri.Suresh Rao from 

Bangalore 

 
     All are invited to the function. 
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          Leprosy…The Disfiguring Disease  

                                                                                               By Dr. Saji Kumar. J.  
       

      Leprosy (Fig 1) has affected humanity for over 4,000 years and was 
well-recognized in the civilizations of ancient China, Egypt, and India. The 
World Health Organisation (WHO) estimates that between 2 and 3 million 
people are permanently disabled because of leprosy. In the past 30 years, 
20 million people worldwide have been cured of leprosy. The word leprosy 
comes from ancient Greek ‘léprā’ which means ‘to peel, scale off’. The 
disease has long been attributed to the punishment of Gods. 
 
                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                    Fig 1. Hand deformities in leprosy 

History 
 

        The mention of leprosy, as well as cures for it, was described in the 
Atharva-veda.(Fig 2a)  The first mention of leprosy is in the Indian 
medical treatise Sushruta Samhita (600 BC). Biblical writings (Fig 2b) 
have a number   of references of leprosy.  In the Bible the origin of 
leprosy was referred to and was closely connected to the punishment of    

Fig 2a. Atharvaveda  2b. In the Bible the    the Lord.  
        word leprosy appears 54 times 

  
      Regulations of leprosy are mentioned in the Old Testament: Leviticus 13 &14 and in 
the New Testament: St. Luke 5:12 - People who come down with a skin disease must wear 
torn clothes and leave their hair uncombed. They must cover their upper lips and call out, 
'Unclean, unclean!'.  
                                                                                                                                                            Fig 3. Jesus and lepers 

 
      St George (Fig 4) saved the people to be served as food for the dragon.  

He is the Saint of Leprosy. 
 
      Leper houses established in olden days were intended 
for isolation and not for medical treatment. In the 4th 
century St. Basil (329-379) (Fig 5a) established a large 
hospital in Caesarea. St. Francis of Assisi (1182 – 1226) 
(fig 5b) abided with the lepers in their loathly houses and 
ate with them out of the same platter.  

 Fig 4.St. George                                                                                                       Fig 5a. St.Basil 5b. St. Francis of Assisi 
 

      Saint Clare of Assisi (1194 –1253) (Fig 6a) is a saint of Italy who was 
especially at the service of lepers, and those who were helpless and suffering. 
Saint Gregory of Tours (538 –594) (Fig 6b) was the Bishop of Tours who built 
a leprosarium of 500 beds at a time when leprosy patients were isolated not for 
treatment but not to be seen socially.  
 
     A leper colony or leprosarium (Fig 
7) is a place to quarantine people with 
leprosy. Leper colonies became wide- 

Fig 6a. Saint Clare 6b.St.Gregory  spread in the Middle Ages, particularly 
In Europe and India, and often run by monastic orders. 
                                Fig 7. Leprasoria Barnaka & Leprasoria Peycock 
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      Peter Donders (1807- 1887) (Fig 8a) was a Dutch Roman Catholic 
Missionary who worked among the lepers of Suriname. Frans 
Hemerijckx (1902-1969) (Fig 8b) was a Belgian doctor who worked in 
Belgian Congo among leprosy  patients. Later he went to India, set up a 
centre specialising in leprosy in Polambakkam, The "clinic under the 
trees" of Polambakkam became a pilot project.  
 
 

                                                              Fig 8a. Peter Donders  8b. Frans Hemerijckx 
   
      

      Joseph Anchietta (1534-1597) (Fig 9a) Jesuit missionary founded the 
first leprosy hospital in Brazil.  Juan Dios Carasquilla (fig 9b) opposed the 
prevailing view of leprosy and presented a scientific paper at the Third Latin 
American Scientific Congress in 1905. He proved that leprosy is infectious 
and claimed that the spread of leprosy is hastened up by social factors like 
poverty. 

    

Fig 9a. Joseph Anchietta  9b. Juan 
                Dios Carsquilla 

 

The Cause 
 

 Mycobacterium leprae, the causative agent of leprosy, was discovered by G. H. Armauer Hansen in Norway 
in 1873. 
   
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
                                                                        Fig 10. Photomicrographs of 
                                                                            Microbacterium leprae 

 

The discovery of Mycobacterium leprae 
 
      Gerhard Armauer Hansen (1841 –1912) (Fig 11) was a Norwegian 
physician, who identified the bacterium Mycobacterium  leprae as the 
causative agent of leprosy. Leprosy was regarded as largely hereditary in 
origin. Hansen concluded that leprosy was a specific disease with a 
specific cause.  
                                                                                                                         Fig 11. Gerhard Armauer Hansen 

      In 1873, he announced the discovery of Mycobacterium leprae in the tissues of all sufferers, although he did 
not identify them as bacteria, and received little support.  

 
      Fr. Damien (1840-1889) (Fig12) Belgian priest. Beginning in the village where he 
was born, on to the leprosy patients' island of Molokai, Damien's life is a history of 
sacrifice, courage and determination.  In 1873 he went to work as a priest in a leper 
colony on the island of Molokai.  
 
The testimony of the life he lived among the lepers of Molokai led to an intensive .      

       Fig 12. Fr.Damien       study of Hansen’s disease, eventually leading to a cure. He died from leprosy at the 
age of 49. He was named a saint on Oct 11th  2009. 
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      Louis Daniel Beauperthuy (1807-1871) (Fig 13)  was a pioneer of microbiology in 
Venezuela where he developed microscopic and clinical research together with academic 
and scientific observation related to leprosy and the role of insects in the transmission of 
febrile illnesses. 
  

      Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965) (Fig 14) 
German theologian, organist, philosopher, 
missionary and physician.  In 1913 with his wife 
Helene, he built and maintained a hospital in 
Lambarene in French Equatorial Africa, A portion   Fig. 13. Beauperthuy 

of Dr. Schweitzer's  hospital was set aside to treat those suffering from 
leprosy. He was one of the first to use sulfone therapy for leprosy in 
Africa. Nobel laureate in 1952 and with the prize money, he started the 
leprosarium at Lambaréné. 

            Fig 14. Albert Schweitzer  

 

 

World Leprosy Day 
 
      Raoul Follereau (1903 – 1977) (Fig 15) a Frenchman, was a journalist, 
philosopher, lawyer and writer. On his travels to North Africa, he came face 
to face with leprosy patients.   Raoul Follereau founded the first World 
Leprosy Day in 1954.  
                                                                                                                                                   Fig 15. Raoul Follereau 

 

      Since then, this day has been commemorated every last Sunday in January. The Fondation Raoul Follereau 
has been committing to the control of leprosy for a long time, particularly in West Africa. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

Fig 16.  World Leprosy Day stamps 
 
Leprosy Today 
 
      Access to information, diagnosis and treatment with multidrug therapy remain   key elements in the strategy 
to eliminate the disease as a public health problem, defined as reaching a prevalence of less than 1 case per 
10,000 population. Today, the diagnosis and treatment of leprosy is easy and most endemic countries are 
striving to fully integrate leprosy services into existing general health services. This is especially important for 
those under-served and marginalised communities most at risk from leprosy, often the poorest of the poor. 
  
 

 
 
 
 

Fig 17. Caring leprosy patients 
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Knowledge Bank                            
 

 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 
 
 
Automatic Letter Facing Machine Machine invented by GPO in 1957 for use in letter sorting offices. The 
machine arranges letters so that the stamps on them are all in the same position.  
  
Automatic Machine Perforation Type of perforation applied to vertical spaces between stamps of New Zealand 

(1905-6) and USA (1906-12).   
 
Automatic Stamp Vending Machine Machines installed at certain Post Offices and elsewhere for the supply 
of adhesive stamps by paying the money into a slot.  
 
Automatic Stamps Any impression applied directly to a postal packet or to a gummed label for fixing to a postal 
packet dispensed by a coin operated machine.  
 
Automatic Teller Machine Machine used by banks for dispensing cash, but has been adapted in USA and 
Australia to dispense special small sheets of self-adhesive stamps.  
 
Autres Objects (French) Other Articles. A category of International Mail that is made up of various classes of 
printed matter, small packets, matter for the blind.  
 
AV2 A UPU Form stating weight of registered and non-registered airmail (q.v OAT).  
 
Average A stamp with poor margins or perforations cutting into design, also maybe a heavy postmark. 
  
Avis de Reception Permits the sender, upon payment of a fee, to be notified of confirmation of delivery.  
 
Azemar Early type of postmarking machine devised by J.G Azemar in 1868 and used experimentally in London 
between February 1869 and the end of 1872.  
 
Back of the Book Refers to a variety of items usually listed in the back of a specialised stamp catalogue e.g. 
postage dues, revenues, postal savings stamps etc. 
 
Background Lines, shading, or solid colour used as a background for an artistic feature such as a head  
 
Backing Part of a printing plate made by pouring molten type metal into the non printing side of an electro-  

deposited shell.  

 
Backprint Any printing on the reverse of a stamp (see also Underprint).  
 
Backstamp Postmark applied to the back of an envelope and other postal packets, often at places en route or 

at point of arrival.  

 
Bâle Dove Swiss Cantonal stamp issue of 1845.  
 

Balloon Post Mail carried by either a manned balloon or a free (unmanned) balloon. Ballon Monté Piloted 

balloon. Term used for letters despatched by balloon during the Siege of Paris (1870-1871).  
 
Bande (French) Newspaper Wrapper.  
 
Bank Mixture Stamps usually on paper gathered from incoming mail of banks.  
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Banknote Paper Paper originally used for the production of banknotes, but subsequently used for the printing 
of stamps e.g. Latvia 1920.  
 
Bantams Miniature war economy stamps of South Africa were so named because of their size.  
 
Bar Cancel Cancellation consisting of bars in rectangular, oval or circular patterns.  
 
Barcode Stamps & Labels Barcodes are patterns of straight lines of varying thickness which are able to be 
read by electronic equipment.  
 
Bar Cut Groove deliberately cut into the obliterating bars of some stamps to identify the stamper.  
 
Barred Cancel Obliteration used either to cancel a stamp or to block out a portion of the design.  
 
Basted Mills Paper on which some New Zealand Stamps were printed.  
 
Bâtonné Thin "bank" letter paper, designed for lightweight foreign correspondence and watermarked with 
parallel lines to facilitate neatness of writing.  
 
Beaufort House Essays Designs submitted by Charles Whiting of Beaufort House in the British Treasury 
competition of 1839.  
 

Bed Steel surface in a printing press on which a printing plate is laid.  

 
Benzine Colourless liquid made from petroleum used for detecting watermarks in stamps.  
 
Bi-coloured A term applied to a stamp printed in two colours.  
 
Bicycle Posts Postal services operated by means of bicycles.  
 
Bilingual Pair Two unseparated stamps on which the inscriptions are in different languages.  
 
Bilingual Stamp A single stamp with inscriptions in two languages.  
 
Bipartite Stamp Stamp made in two parts for easy separation so that one part can be put on the mailed packet 
with the other acting as a receipt.  
 

Bisect Name given to single postage stamps divided in half officially or privately and used postally.  

 
Bit A design or device reproduced in bent wire for attachment to the dandy-roll of paper-making machine to  

produce a watermark.  

 
Bite A white spot in an impression due to a small piece of paper adhering during printing.  
 
Bishop Mark Small circular handstruck mark showing month and day, but not year. It is the earliest dated 
postmark known to have been used by any postal administration. Invented by Henry Bishop and introduced in 
1661.  
 

BIT Bureau International du Travail (International Labour Office).  

 
Bizonals Nickname given to stamps issued from 1945 to 1949 in the Anglo American zones of Germany.  
  
 

(to be continued….)        
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1854 FOUR ANNAS, CONSTANT PLATE FLAW VARIETY 

By Markand D Dave. FRPSL  

 
      D.R. Martin et al had published an extensive study on the four Annas lithographed stamps of India in 1930.  
The study includes errors, varieties and retouches known at that time.  Author would like to report a constant 
variety plate flaw in the fourth printing of the Four Annas Frame Die II lithographed stamp of 1854. 
 
      The plate flaw is below U of FOUR (Annas), on close setting stamps – spaced 2 to 2 ½ mm without separating 
line. 
 
      The position of this stamp is 3 (insert in Fig.4) on the Coat of Arms of East India water mark stamp paper. 
 
      Two stamps with the plate flaw are shown.  Another example [Fig.3] is on a cover from Burma.  This cover 
is also shown in this article [Fig.4] 
 
      Whether this flaw was subsequently retouched is not known.  Also how many sheets were sold with this 
plate flaw is also not known.  Author has not seen this Plate flaw variety in some references studied by him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                Figure: 1                                   Figure: 2                                  Figure: 3                         
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure: 4 

 
Reference:  The Four Annas Lithographed stamps of India 1854-55.  D.R.Martin & R.A.Smythies, Philatelic 
Society of India (1930 
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SPECIAL COVERS 

 
 
 

  
HAZARIBAGH : 16 Sept 2017 

Vinoba Bhave University 
RAKNPA : 02 Nov 2017 

40th Anniversary – Rafi Ahmed Kidwai National 
Postal Academy 

  
TENALI : 14 Nov 2017 

APSWREIS Students Triumph on Mount Everest  
 

DOHNAVUR : 15 Dec 2017 
Amy Carmichael 

  
ONGOLE : 25 Dec 2017 

Jewett Memorial Baptist Church 
 

THENI : 22 Jan 2018 
Nadar Saraswathi Hr. Sec. School 

  
RANCHI : 31 Jan 2018 

Dr. Shrikrishna Singh’s 58th Death Anniversary 
 

BHUBANESHWAR : 16 Feb 2018 
Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology 
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ITKHORI : 19 Feb 2018 

Itkhori Mahotsav 
 

KEONJHARGARH : 07 Mar 2018 
The Great Soul of India 

  
HALIYAL : 14 Mar 2018 

Shri Tulaja Bhavani Temple 
 

MULKI : 17 Mar 2018 
Shree Durgaparameshwari Temple 

  
MALLESWARAM : 21 Mar 2018 
Forests and Sustainable Cities 

 

RANCHI : 22 Mar 2018 
Sarhul Festival 

  
INDIRA NAGAR : 24 Mar 2018  

World Tuberculosis Day  
POLLACHI : 26 Mar 2018 

NIA Educational Institutions Diamond Jubilee 
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BIHARSHARIF : 26 Mar 2018 

Nalanda College 
 

BASAVANAGUDI : 28 Mar 2018 
Lions International Eye Bank – Bangalore 

  
SURI : 29 Mar 2018 

Nirmal Birbhum Celebration 
 

SURI : 29 Mar 2018 
Nirmal Birbhum Celebration 

  
BERBOI : 31  Mar 2018  

Gandhiji’s Footprints in Odisha  
 

MUMBAI : 02 Apr 2018 
Canteen Stores Department 

  
MANGALORE : 10 Apr 2018  

Birth Centennial of late Dr. M P Pai 
CHAMARAJAPET : 11 Apr 2018 

Yogishwar Yajnavalkya 

 
 
 



 

24 Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. II, Issue No.27/May, 2018 

 

 

  
ARABIC COLLEGE : 14 Apr 2018 

Ambedkar Jayanti 
KOLKATA : 20  Apr 2018 

Pioneer of Assisted Reproductive  
Technology in India 

 
 

HYDERABAD : 14 Feb 2018 
Rao Sahib Bhavaraju Satynarayana 

 

PUNE : 27 Apr 2018 
BAIF  Development  Research Foundation 

  
SCIENCE INSTITUTE PO : 30 Apr 2018  

Dr. B P Radhakrishna 
BENGALURU : 30 Apr 2018 

Buddha Purnima 
 

GOMMATPEX – 2018 
Shravanabelagola 

 

  
                Bahubali Temple  07 Apr 2018                                                 Post Office 07 Apr 2018 

 
Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 

Thiruvananthapuram 
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New Issues from Other Countries 
 
 

                                UNITED NATIONS                                                             ROMANIA 

 
                                      World Health Day                                           Romanian Antique Collections 
                                    Issued on 06.04.2018                                               Issued on 29.03.2018 

 
                         

ICELAND 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Domestic Animals 

Issued on 26.04.2018 
 
 

Image courtesy: WOPA+ 
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HUNGARY 
 

 
             History of Clothing                                                           Gypsy Heroes 1956 
           Issued on 03.04.2018                                                        Issued on 06.04.2018 
 

Image courtesy: WOPA+ 
 

KOREA 

 

 

The Sound of Korea (Korean Classical Musician) 
 Issued on 21.03.2018 

 

Image courtesy: Pradip Jain 
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DESIGN ERROR: 

OLYMPIC RINGS 
FEATURED ON ASIAN 

GAMES STAMPS 
                                                                  
 
      India hosted the First Asian Games in 
1951 held at the capital city of New Delhi 
from March 4 to March 11. India was ranked 
2nd with 15 gold medals in that edition of 
the Asiad.  Along with India, Indonesia also 
commemorated this occasion by issuing   a 
set of 6 semi-postal stamps, but with many 
design and text errors. It wrongly inscribed 
the First Asian Games as "Asiatic Olympic.   
Games 1951", and wrongly displayed the 
Olympic Games five-ring logo on these 
stamps. 

 
 

By Dr. Satyendra Kumar Agrawal 

 
 

 

Hurry up! Only limited quantity available 
 

APEX-2017 Special Cover for Sale 

 
Cost Rs.50/- plus postage 

The amount can be deposited in SB account with State Bank of India,  
Marakkada Road Branch, Thiruvananthapuram. 

Account Name: Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 
A/c No.32270854728, IFS Code: SBIN0003826 

 

Contact: Secretary, Mobile: 9387801948 
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Forthcoming Events 

 
 

 

11 TO 13 MAY 2018 
 EIPEX-2018 

      Eastern India Philatelist’ Association, Bhubaneswar  
will organise a 3 day Stamp Exhibition cum Dealer’s 
Meet from 11th to 13th May 2018 at Hotel The 
Presidency, Nayapalli, (Near ISKON Temple), 
Bhubaneswar-751015, Odisha.  A special cover and a 
carried mail cover will be released on 11th May, 2018. 

6 TO 8 JULY 2018 
TRAVANCORE EXPO-2018 

      Philatelic and Numismatic Association (PANA), 
Thiruvananthapuram will organise a 3 day National 
level Coin and Stamp Exhibition at Bhagyamala 
Auditorium in Chandrasekharan Nair Stadium, 
Palayam, Thiruvananthapuram from 6th to 8th July, 
2018. 
 

3 TO 5 AUGUST 2018 

IFPNA PONDY STAMP & COIN FAIR-2018 
       Indo French Philatelic & Numismatics Association 
will organise a 3 day exhibition of Stamps, Coins, 
Currencies & Rare Collectibles at Vel Sokkanathan 
Thirumana Nilayam, 45 Feet Road, Vallalar Salai, 
Puducherry from 3rd to 5th August 2018.  

 

27 TO 31 MAY 2018 
ISRAEL 2018 

      FIP World Stamp Championship Specialised 
Exhibition will be held from 27th  to 31st May, 2018 at 
Jerusalem, Israel.  The National Commissioner for India 
is Mrs. Damayanti M. Pittie.  

 

Contact: Mobile: 9930367660, 
                 Email: purchasemumbai@harinagar.co.in 
 

 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this 
bulletin are based on the information obtained from 
reliable sources.  Maximum care has been taken to 
ensure the accuracy of the contents however we 
give no guarantee on reliability or completeness of 
the information. 
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Rainbow Stamp News:  April 2018 Vol. XI. No.124 
The Hyderabad Philatelists: April, 2018 
Karphilex 2017 – Souvenir by Karnataka Philatelic Society 
 
 

 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 
 

 

India-Bulgaria Joint issue 
Raj Kumar Shukla 
Chapekar brothers  
India-Armenia Joint issue 
Indian Perfumes 
Patna University 
C. Kesavan 

 

   
      Articles are invited from readers with 
illustrations to be published in this bulletin.  Please 
send your write ups in MS Word only, to our email 
ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic 
activities in your locality are also welcome.  
Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send their 
brief reports on day to day activities. 

                                                                                      
Editor 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.stampsofindia.com  
 

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

 

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

 

www.indianstampghar.com  
 

www.indianphilately.net 

 

www.exponet.info 

 

www.stangib.com 

 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

 

www.philamirror.info 

 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

 

www.sipa.org.in 

 

www.philcent.com  

 

www.vadophil.org 

 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

 

www.mintageworld.com 

 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

 

Published by V. Balakrishnan Nair,  
President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association,  
TC-4/496, “Vishnupriya”  B-7, 
Sree Vilas Lane, Kowdiar, Thiruvananthapuram-695003 
 

 

mailto:purchasemumbai@harinagar.co.in
mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianstampghar.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.stangib.com/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://www.philamirror.info/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.sipa.org.in/
http://www.philcent.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/

