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Dear Friends, 
 
      It is my pleasure to announce and release 
the 30th issue of Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin this 
month.  I am very thankful for the overwhelming 
responses extended to this bulletin and also 
expect the same in future also.  
 
      It is regretful to note that July 2018 ended 
with a great loss to the philatelic community of 
India.  Mr.Dilip Shah, a noted philatelist from 
Jabalpur passed away on 27th July, 2018.  He 
served many roles in different philatelic 
activities.  He was one of the only two Indians 
who won the prestigious Grand Prix d” Honneur 
at world level for his India collection. May his 
soul rest in peace.      
 
       Happy collecting…. 
 

Mohanachandran Nair 
Mobile: 09387801948 

 

 

 
 

Reader’s Column  

Dear P. Mohanachandran Nair ji 
 

      Congratulation for a nice and complete philatelic 
knowledge bulletin.  My best wishes with you and your 
association. 
 

Atul Jain 
Gen. Secretary 

Chhattisgarh Philatelic Association 
Bilaspur(C.G.) 

Dear Friend, 
 

      Thank you.  You are doing a great service to the cause 
of Philately.   
 

      My best wishes, 
Deepak Narain 

deepak.narain@hotmail.com 
 
Dear Mr Nair, 

 

      Thanks for the wonderful issue. 
 

Col. Jayanta Dutta 

doctorjayanta2009@gmail.com 

 

Dear Sir, 
 

      Very nice, containing a lot of information with historical 
to latest, and a set of very rare details. The pictures, photos 
and stamps are superb. Thanks for updating all philatelic 
activities.   
 

      Congratulations to the Editorial. 
Swamiappan, M. 

President, MAPNA  
Madurai-62501 

Dear Sir, 
 

      Excellent issue.  Please keep up the good work. 
 

Kumar Biswas 
Energy philatelist 

biswas.coomar@gmail.com 
 

Dear Mr.Nair. 
 

      I congratulate you on yet another informative issue 
of your Bulletin. Thanks for sending me the same. I 
know it is not an easy task to collect information on 
philately and present it in a form of bulletin every month. 

 

Mansoor.B 
http://mbstamps.blogspot.in 

 

mailto:deepak.narain@hotmail.com
mailto:doctorjayanta2009@gmail.com
mailto:biswas.coomar@gmail.com
http://mbstamps.blogspot.in/
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New Indian Issues 
 

 
   

    THE INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED  
          ACCOUNTANTS OF INDIA      M L VASANTHAKUMARI    DAMODAR  HARI CHAPEKAR                                                     
 

 
              

 
 
 
 
                           
                 Stamp Rs.22.00                         Stamp Rs.5.00 
             Issued on 01.07.2018               Issued on 03.07.2018 
                                                                                                                      Stamp Rs.5.00    
                                                                                                                 Issued on 08.07.2018                                                                                            

 
 
 

INDIA-SOUTHAFRICA JOINT ISSUE 
 

 

 

 
 

NATIONAL VIRAL                                                                                                          
HEPATITIS CONTROL                                                                                                                   

PROGRAMME 

 
Stamp Rs.5.00                                                                                                                    

Issued on 28.07.2018                                                                                            
 
 
 

                            
Stamps Rs.25.00 & RS.5.00 

                            Miniature Sheet Rs.30.00 
                               Issued on 26.07.2018 
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New Pictorial Cancellations 
 
                                             
 

  GERMANY 
 

 
 

 
KOREA 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, Germany 
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News in brief 

 
PHILATELY SUMMER CAMP AT AMRITSAR 
 
      A one day Philately Summer Camp on the topic of  “Environment* was organized by Amritsar Philatelic Bureau with the 
help of Amritsar Philatelic Club, at the General Post Office, Amritsar, on 29.06.2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
     The session was conducted by Mr.Varun K. Aggarwal, General Secretary of Amritsar Philatelic Club who guided the 
Children on “How To Collect Stamps & Display Exhibits”. 
 
      The function was successfully held under the supervision Of  Shri .Vijay Kumar ASP(H) & Senior Post Master. 
 
      Mementos were distributed by ASP to all participants. 
 

Courtesy: Varun K. Aggarwal, Amritsar 

        
 
 

EXHIBITION ON RAMAYANA 
 
      The epic Ramayana on stamps was exhibited by Smt.N.Sridevi, an eminent philatelist from Bengaluru at the venue of 
the three days National Conference at Bengaluru from July 6th to 8th on the message of Ramayana at Iskcon.  The stamps 
and covers collected from different parts of the world was arranged neatly based on various episodes of Ramayana.  Postal 
stamps and  covers from India, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Canada and other countries were on display.  
 

 
 
      Smt.Sridevi holds several  State and National level awards for her philatelic exhibitions.  Her other collections include 
music on stamps, coins etc.  She is an active member of Karnataka Philatelic Society. 
 
      Shri.Veerappa Moily,  MP, the Chief Guest honoured Smt.Sridevi at the valediction function. 
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PHILATELIC WORKSHOP AT DELHI 

 
      A philatelic workshop was conducted by Shri. Pulak Gupta, for promoting the Deen Dayal Sparsh Yojana Scheme under 
Delhi Postal Circle at Kendriya Vidyalaya, AGCR, Delhi on 20 July 2018. 

 

     
 

Courtesy: Vijay Seth, New Delhi 
 

POST CARD WRITING CAMPAIGN TO PAY TRIBUTE TO INDIAN FORCES 
 
      India Post joins hands with Postcrossing Society of India to organise a salutary postcard 
writing campain to pay tribute to the Indian Armed Forces and Para Military Forces on 11th 
August, 2018 at the  Post Office, Bangalore.  Postcards along with writing material will be given 
by the department.  Participants may write, draw, paint or affix your emotions on the Postcard 
supplied. 
 

PHILATELIC SEMINAR BY KARNATAKA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
 
       Karnataka Philatelic Society will organise a philatelic seminar on Sunday, 
21st October, 2018 
under patronage of The 
Royal Philatelic Society, 
London.  The venue will 
be Ball Room, Taj West 
End, 25 Race Course 
Road, Bangalore-
560001.  The topics of 
the seminar will be 
Traditional Philately, 
Postal History, 
Thematic Philately and 
Open Philately.  The 
seminar fees is Rs.3000 
per head.   
 
     For application forms 
please send an email to: 
blrseminar@gmail.com  

 

OBITUARY 
       

      The renowned 
philatelist Dilip Shah, 
who hailed from 
Jabalpur passed away 
on 27th July, 2018.  For 
his India collection he 
won the prestigious 
Grand Prix d’ Honneur 
at world level.  He 
served many times as the Secretary General 
and later President of the Philatelic Congress 
of India.  He acted as the Regional 
Representative of the Royal Philtelic Society, 
London for India.  He was the member of 
Philatelic Advisory Committee.  He also 
served as National Commissioner of India, 
Jury member and Expert Team member at 
several international exhibitions. 
 

     The Indian Philatelic Community will 
always remember him for his dedication. 
 

     Our heart felt condolences. 
 

mailto:blrseminar@gmail.com
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     Early Postage Stamps and Postal History of Japan  

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Col. J Dutta & Dr. Anjali Dutta 

 
      The story of Japan's postal system with its postage stamps and related postal history goes back centuries.  The country's 
first modern postal service got started in 1871, with mail professionally travelling between Kyoto and Tokyo as well as the 
latter city and Osaka.  This took place in the midst of rapid industrialization and social reorganization that the Meiji period 
symbolized in Japanese history.  Given how the nation's railroad technology was in its infancy, Japan's growing postal 
system relied heavily on human-powered transport, including rickshaws, as well as horse-drawn methods of delivery.  For 
example, while commemorating the 50th anniversary of Japan's postal service, the country's 1921 government released 
decorative postcards depicting intrepid horseback riders carrying the mail. 
 

 
Early carriage of mail in Japan  

 

      For communication, British technicians had already been employed to assist Japanese lighthouses, and the country's 
budding mail system looked to hybridize British ideas with local practicalities.  Shipping along the nation's coastline in 
particular demonstrates a key instance of how the Japanese economy developed − the government worked closely with 
private companies to industrially expand in a way that met its social needs while also allowing for large profits.  Mitsubishi's 
contract for mail transport by sea proved so lucrative that it assisted the firm to become one of the famous "zaibatsu". 
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      In 1870, Baron Maeshima visited London to learn the workings of the British postal system, and founded Japan's postal 
system in 1871. 
 
      Prior to 1871 when public posts were established in Japan, several nations maintained foreign post offices.  The British 
maintained post offices in Yokohama (opened 1859), Nagasaki (1860), and Kobe (1869).  From 1864 onwards the offices 
used stamps of Hong Kong.  All of them closed in December 1879.  The French had an office in Yokohama from 1865 to 
1880, using French stamps.  The United States opened post offices using US stamps in Yokohama and Nagasaki in 1867, 
in Kobe in 1868, and in Hakodate in 1871.  These closed in 1874. 
 
      The first Japanese stamps were issued in April 1871, in a set of four covering the different postal rates.  The intricate 
two-colour design consisted of a pair of dragons facing towards the centre, where the characters of value were printed in 
black.  The denominations were in mon, which had already been superseded by the yen.  The same basic design, 
denominated in yen, appeared in 1872.  But this was soon replaced by a new set of four designs featuring the imperial 
crest. 
 

 
First issue Japanese stamp "Dragon 48 mon stamp" 

 
 

 
1871, Dragon, 48 mon brown, plate 1, laid paper, positions 7-8, horizontal pair used 

 
 

 
Japan's first stamps:  Dragon 1871 Forgeries 
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      The new designs included a chrysanthemum in lieu of the actual visage of the emperor, which was on every Japanese 
stamp until 1947.  Latin letters for the denomination were also part of the design, a trend which has been generally followed 
since. 
 

 
Stamps with the imperial crest 

 

      In 1876, a long definitive series was introduced, with an oval inner frame and an inscription "IMPERIAL JAPANESE 
POST".  Japan joined the UPU in 1877. 
 
 

   
1876-77 6s orange and 12s rose 

 

 
1876-77 15s yellow green, 20s dark blue and 30s violet 

 

 
1876-77 45s carmine 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Postal_Union
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      The first commemorative stamp, in 1894, marked the 25th wedding anniversary of Emperor Meiji and Empress Shōken. 
 

    
Emperor Meiji or Meiji the Great was the 122nd Emperor of Japan (November 3, 1852 – July 30, 1912),  

and Empress Shōken 

 

     
1894, The first commemorative stamp for the 25th wedding anniversary of Emperor Meiji and Empress Shōken 

 
 

      The first persons depicted on stamps were Prince Kitashirakawa Yoshihisa and Prince Arisugawa Taruhito, honoured 
in 1896 for their role in the First Sino-Japanese War that had ended the previous year. 
 

    
Prince Arisugawa Taruhito (1835-1895), commander-in-chief of Japanese forces in the  

First Sino-Japanese War, 1 August 1896, 2 and 5 Sen 
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Prince Kitashirakawa Yoshihisa (1847–1895), 1 August 1896, 2 and 5 sen 

 

Further Reading 
 
1. Casey, Ron and Kenneth Kamholz. Cumulative index to Japanese Philately, Volumes 1-60 (1946-2005). Haddonfield 
N.J., International Society for Japanese Philately, 2006 
2. Peplow, F.J. Plates of the Stamps of Japan 1871-76, London, F.J. Peplow, 1910. 
3. Tatsuji, Nishioka. 65 Years in Stamps: A Philatelic History of the Shōwa Period; translated and edited by Scott Gates 
and Robert Elliott. Limassol, Cyprus, James Bendon, 1994 ISBN 9963579671, 128p. 
4. Woodward, A. M. Tracey. The Postage Stamps of Japan and Dependencies, London, Harris Publications; Tokyo; 
Shanghai printed: S. Mayéba, 1928. Partially reprinted by Quarterman Publications in 1976. 
 
 

 

From my collection 
 
      Ace gymnast Dipa Karmakar, has made an amazing comeback, after two years of hibernation, by 
striking gold at Mersin, Turkey for the first time in a World Cup Challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      The special cover was autographed by her and her coach Bisheshwar Nandi. 
 

From the collections of Kumar Biswas 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
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Story of the Post Office through Indian Postage Stamps 
 

By Pradipta Kumar Bisoi 
Director  

Rafi Ahmed Kidwai National Postal Academy 
Ghaziabad 

 
      India Post has issued a number of postage stamps on different subjects since the first postage stamps were issued in 
1854. Many of these stamps and postal stationery have also been issued depicting the postal history and the evolution of 
postal service over the years. The early postal system, postal and mail operations, postal heritage buildings, role of 
Universal Postal Union (UPU), promotion of philately and eminent personalities responsible for development of postal 
service in India and abroad have all been part of the postage stamps issued by the Department over the years. The following 
paragraphs give a bird’s eye view of the stamps issued on different aspects of Posts.  
 

Early Postal System  
 

      The earliest instance of postal service was a love message carried by the cloud from the lover to the beloved. This was 
depicted as a poem in ‘Meghdootam” by Kalidas. A set of two stamps depicting the same was issued on 22.06.1960 which 
correspond to the first day of Asadha of that year. The 15np stamp depicted the Yaksha appealing to the clouds to carry 
his message to his beloved. The Re1.03 stamp featured a scene from “Sakuntala” showing Sakuntala writing a letter to 
King Dusyanta from the hermitage of her adopted father, the sage Kanva. 

 
      During the Mauryan dynasty pigeons were used for the purpose of communication by Emperor Chandragupta Maurya 
and Ashoka. In the fifteenth century Emperor Sher Shah Suri built the 2000-mile long Grand Trunk Road and kept horses 
for quick dispatches.  
 

Early British Postal System  
 

      The proper postal service was started in 1688 when the East India Company opened the first post office in Bombay and 
then in Calcutta and Madras. This was further expanded by Lord Clive in 1766. Warren Hastings made the service available 
to the general public in 1774 who could avail the services on payment of 2 Annas for 21⁄2 tolas for every 100 miles. He 
introduced small copper tickets or tokens valued for this purpose. In 1837, the Post Office Act was enacted giving the 
monopoly of postal services to the government. Before the introduction of postage stamps the prepayment of postage was 
indicated by hand struck stamps introduced by Henry Bishop, Postmaster General of Great Britain. Sir Rowland Hill 
introduced the ‘Penny Black’ postage stamp in England on 6th 

 
March 1840. The first postage stamp in Asia, known as the 

‘Scinde Dawk’ was issued by Sir Bartle Frere, then the Chief Commissioner of Sind in 1852. The first Indian essay depicting 
the “The Lion and the Palm Tree” designed by Colonel Forbes of the Calcutta Mint was also depicted in a stamp issued 
during INPEX-77.  

       

 
 

 
 



 

  Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin/Vol. II, Issue No.30/August, 2018 13 

 

Regular Postal System  
 

      On 1st 
 
October 1854, the first postage stamp in the denomination of 1⁄2 anna valid across the country was issued at an 

affordable and uniform postage rate, fixed by weight and not by distance. From this day forth, the Post Office touched the 
life of every citizen. Even though the British established the Post Office for imperial interest, it became, along with the 
Railways and the Electric Telegraph, one of the greatest engines of social development. In the same year the Indian Post 
Office was organized and brought under a Director General. Later on stamps of 1 anna, 2 annas and 4 annas values were 
also printed. Early Postmen were supplied with proper uniform in those days. Dead Letter Offices were also established to 
deal with letters with undecipherable addresses. Inland and Foreign Money Order Service was introduced on 1st January 
1880. Post Office was utilised for small savings work with effect from 1st 

 
April 1882. Postal Life Insurance facility was first 

extended to the postal employees through the post office from 1st 
 
February 1883. All these have been commemorated 

through issue of stamps. The India Security Press was established at Nashik in the year 1925 to print Postage Stamps. 
The first set of six Commemorative Stamps was issued in 1931 on the occasion of Inauguration of New Delhi depicting the 
Old Fort and the principal Government buildings. Postage Stamps were also issued by the Indian Princely States which 
have been reproduced on the stamps issued during INPEX-86 and INDIA-89 and on a Miniature sheet issued in 2011.  

    
 
    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post-Independence Postal System  
 

      From 701 Post Offices in 1854, the number of Post Offices reached about 22,000 at the time of Independence. The All-
up scheme providing air-lift of all first class mail was introduced on 30 January, 1949 by the first Communication Minister, 
Shri Rafi Ahmed Kidwai. The 1,00,000th 

 
Post Office was opened at Brahmpur-Chaurasta in Bihar on 01.07.1968. The 

occasion was marked by the issue of a postage stamp. Presently we  have more than 154,000 post offices all over the 
country. PIN Code was introduced on 15th August 1972. The first miniature sheet was issued during INDEPEX-73. The first 
stamp booklet was issued during India-1980. Speed Post was introduced in the year 1986. India Post introduced a freighter 
in the year 2009 to carry mails from all the metros and the North East. ‘My Stamp’ was first introduced in India during the 
World Philatelic Exhibition, ‘INDIPEX-2011’. 
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Post Offices  
 

      In earlier days the Post Office used to function in travellers coaches. In Rajasthan there are mobile Post Offices which 
function on a camel. The only Indian Post Office outside India has also been established in Dakshin Gangotri, the Indian 
Scientific Research Station in Antarctica on January 26, 1988. The Post Office “Dak Ghar” has also found place in one of 
the world’s most enduring and enchanting works, reflecting the profound wisdom and humanity of its author, Rabindranath 
Tagore. Using the grave illness of a young boy as his inspiration, Tagore embarks on a spiritual journey that strips away 
life’s many encumbrances to take us to those places of timeless and universal truth. Written in Bengali in 1911, this jewel 
of a play is poetic and deeply moving, far-reaching and universal in scope.  
 

     
 

Army Post Office  
 

      Army Post Office serves the communication needs of the troops. A stamp was issued commemorating the Army Post 
Office during India-80. The Army Postal Service Corps was established in 1972. Two stamps have been issued on the 1st 
anniversary and silver jubilee of Army Postal Service Corps. The APS Centre in Kamptee established in 1948 caters to the 
training needs of the officials deputed to the APS. Four stamps have also been issued in 2006 depicting the different types 
of work being done by the Field Post Offices.  
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Letter Box  
 

      The ubiquitous letter box is perhaps the best symbol of the outreach of the postal service in the remotest corners of 
India. The Victorian Crown type was the first letter box imported to India. This was followed by the Penfold Letter Box after 
its designer. Presently two types of letter boxes, the TV type and the Pillar type are used in India Post.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Modes of Mail Transport 
  
      There are different modes of mail transport viz. Mail Cart, Railway Mail Service Van, Boat, Mail Ship, Pigeons, Rockets 
and different types of Aircrafts. Many of these have been commemorated through issue of postage stamps. The first set of 
stamps depicting the various modes of transport was issued in 1937. The centenary of Postage stamps was commemorated 
by a set of four stamps depicting the different modes of transport.  
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Air Mail Service  
 

     India was the first country in the world to fly mail by air on 18th February, 1911 from Allahabad to Naini by a French pilot 
Henri Pequet. India was also probably the first country in the world to issue a set of six stamps specially for Airmail. The 
golden jubilee, the 75th anniversary and the centenary of the first Aerial Post has been commemorated by issue of postage 
stamp sets in 1961, 1986 and 2011. The different Aircrafts used for transporting air mail viz. Puss Moth, Chetak Helicopter 
and the Boeings used by Indian Airlines and Air India have also been depicted on postage stamps during INDIA-80.  
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Postal Stationery  
 

      A Post Card is a rectangular piece of thick paper intended for writing and mailing without an envelope. The first ¼ anna 
post card was issued on 1st July 1879. Picture Post Cards were also issued during Gandhi centenary and India-89 World 
Philatelic Exhibition. Competition Post Cards were introduced for participating in competitions like Surabhi. Maxim cards 
were first issued on 28 June 1975 depicting the reproduction of the painting on Sistine Chapel ceiling and Vatican by 
Michelangelo. Greeting envelopes with embossed postage of Re 1/- were introduced in 1993. Greeting Post Cards with 
prepaid postage envelopes depicting the design of the card as a stamp for different occasions viz. New Year, Diwali, 
Christmas, Season’s greetings, Congratulations, Vijaya Dasami and Pongal etc. were introduced in 2000. The first 
customized postage prepaid envelope containing the design of the stamp of the sponsor was issued on behalf of NIIT on 
December 2, 2001.  India Post introduced Meghdoot Post Card on September 2, 2002.  
 

                                                                                                             

 
Post Office Buildings  
 

      India Post has 38 heritage buildings in which important Post offices and two Postal Training Centres  are located at 
Darabhanga and Mysuru.  Calcutta GPO, Madras GPO and Bombay GPO was constructed in the year 1868, 1884 and 
1913 respectively.  Many of them viz. Calcutta GPO, Bombay GPO, Madras GPO, Pune GPO, Agra HO, Delhi GPO, Shimla 
GPO, Nagpur GPO, Lucknow GPO, Udagamandalam HO, Coochbehar HO etc. have been commemorated through issue  
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of postage stamps as well as miniature sheets.  A stamp has also been issued on Bangalore GPO which is one of the 
recent architectural marvels and constructed during 1986.  Special covers have also been issued on the occasion of the 
Golden Jubilee of the Postal Training Centres at Saharanpur, Vadodara and Mysuru established in the year 1951, 1962 
and 1965 respectively. Similarly a special cover was also released on the occasion of silver jubilee of Postal Staff College 
established in the year 1977.  The staff college was renamed as Rafi Ahmed Kidwai National Postal Academy, Ghaziabad 
in 2011. 
              
 

International Relations  
 

      Universal Postal Union (UPU) is one of the specialized agencies of the United Nations Organization. Heinrich Von 
Stephan was instrumental in establishing the same in 1874 so as to regulate the postal service around the world. The 75 th 
anniversary was marked by a set of four stamps featuring the Globe, the outline of an envelope and the Asokan Lion Capitol. 
A set of three stamps depicting the UPU emblem and other themes were issued during the centenary of UPU. The 125th 
anniversary of the UPU was marked by issue of a set of four stamps in 1999 featuring traditional rural arts and crafts.  The 
new building of the UPU was inaugurated in 1970 and a stamp has also been issued on this occasion. Asian Oceanic Postal 
Union now renamed as Asian Pacific Postal Union is a restricted union comprising postal administrations of the Asia and 
Pacific.  A stamp has also been issued on the 15th anniversary of the Union.  Similarly, a stamp was issued on the silver 
jubilee of Asian Pacific Postal Training Centre in Bangkok in 1995.  The Asian Pacific Postal Union Congress was held in 
New Delhi in 2013 and a miniature sheet depicting twelve wild flowers of India was issued on this occasion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Philately  
 

      Stamp collecting began at the same time the first stamps were issued. At present the estimated number of stamp 
collectors is around 200 million worldwide. In order to promote philately, Department of Post has been organising District, 
State, National and World Philatelic Exhibitions since long. National Level Exhibitions i.e. INPEX has been organised in 
1970, 1975, 1977, 1982, 1986 and 1993. Asian Philatelic Exhibitions were held in 1977 and 2000. Similarly World Philatelic 
Exhibitions have also been organised in 1954, 1973, 1980, 1997 and 2011. Various aspects of Postal History, Indian culture, 
tourism, natural heritage as well as stamp collecting as a hobby has been depicted on the stamps issued during these 
exhibitions. Earliest philatelic magazines viz. Indian Philatelist and Philatelic Journal of India have also been depicted on  
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India postage stamps. The centenary of Philatelic Society of India was also marked by the issue of a postage stamp in 
1997. Eminent philatelists viz. Jal Cooper and Franklin Delano Roosevelt have also been honoured with the issue of postage 
stamps. Recently two Souvenir sheets were issued on 12 October 2012 and 2013 on the occasion of Philately Day to 
highlight one of the first multicoloured stamps “Inverted Head” and Mahatma Gandhi Stamps issued in 1948 and 1969. 
 
 

                   
 
 

150 years of India Post  
 

      A set of four stamps and a miniature sheet was issued on 04.10.2004 commemorating the 150 years of India Post. The 
stamps depict different modes of transport of mail, Kolkata GPO building, Penfold letter box, first postage stamp of India in 
1854, first postage stamp of India after independence, different types of postal services viz. Speed Post, Business Post, 
Media Post, ePost etc. Nationwide ePost service was introduced on 30th January 2004. 
 

 
 
 

Mechanisation and Computerisation  
 

      Computer-based Multipurpose Counter Machines were introduced in the Post Offices in the early 1990s. Similarly the 
first Automatic Mail processing Centre was set-up in Bombay in 1993. The India Post IT Modernisation Project 2012 is now 
being implemented in all the post offices. Core banking and Core Insurance Solutions have also been introduced in many 
post offices along with setting up of ATMs. The Department has commemorated many of these occasions through issue of 
Special Covers.  
 

      As can be seen from the above, the history of Postal System has been depicted very well through the Indian Postage 
Stamps and Stationery. Hence the collection of such stamps and postal stationary will help anyone traverse the journey of 
postal system from the ancient days to the modern world. 

 
Reference  
 
Romance of Postage Stamps by S P Chatterjee (NBT)  
Philately by S P Chatterjee (NCERT)  
Know your Stamps by D Chakravarty  
The Story of the Indian Post Office by Mulk Raj Anand  
Postal History published by Postal Training Centre, Mysore  
Pigeons to Post by Steve Borgia  
Milepost on a long journey by West Bengal Postal Circle 
http://postagestamps.gov.in 
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INTERNATIONAL TIGER DAY 2018 
Telangana Postal Circle released a set of 8 picture post cards  

on 29 July 2018 featuring eight different species of Tiger family.  

  

  

  

  
 

 Image Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan 
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Knowledge Bank                            
 

 

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS 
 
Carriers' Stamps Issues made by local carrier services, most of which were in the United States.  

  
Carto Philately The collection and study of stamps incorporating maps in their designs.  

 
Carton Paper A thick semi card paper. 

 
Cartouche Small oval or circle containing a portrait or heraldic device. 

 
Cartridge Paper A strong rough paper occasionally used for stamps (Trinidad 1d blue of 1853).  

 

Cash on Delivery Labels Labels issued by Post Offices for packets on which trade charges are to be recovered from the 
addressee.  

 

Cat. Catalogue. 

 
Catalogue Specialised priced handbooks covering selected issues of one country or of the world which may  
be in 4 or 5 volumes e.g. Stamps of the World by Stanley Gibbons.  

 
Catalogue Value The sale price quoted for a stamp in a recognised catalogue.  

 

Catapult Mail Mail accelerated by a "Ship to Shore" service involving the use of light aircraft catapulted from the decks of 
ships, when within range of shore.  

 

CC Crown Colonies. 

 
CDS Circular Date Stamp.  

 

Censor Marks Manuscript endorsements hand struck marks or printed labels showing that mail has been opened and 
examined by a civil or military censor.  

 

Census Marking A diamond shaped mark applied by machine to all mail posted in Britain during the annual mail census.  

 

Centre Term for the central feature of a stamp design. q.v Vignette  

 
Centred Term applied to stamps to show the position of the perforations in relation to the printed design.  

 

Certificate of Expertisation A written opinion from an Expert Committee.  

 
Certificate of Posting Form supplied with the date of posting and retained by the sender as proof that an  
item has been posted.  

 

Certified Mail Mail for which a receipt has been given to the sender and a signature required from the addressee on 
delivery.  

 

CFA (French) French African Community Franc. Unit of currency in French West Africa and Reunion.  

 

Chad Round pieces of paper left after perforation of stamps.  

 

Chain Breakers Popular name for the 1919 issues of Yugoslavia.  

 
Chain Lines Prominent vertical lines in the watermark found on laid paper at right angles to the fine lines.  

 

Chalk Surface Coating applied to stamp paper either to improve the print's appearance or for security reasons.  

 

Chalky Paper The whiter paper introduced to British stamps e.g. KEVII 11⁄2d in August 1905 to improve their 
appearance.  

 

Chalon Heads Nickname for early British Colonial stamps showing a full face portrait of Queen Victoria taken from A.E 
Chalon's painting of her in coronation robes.  

 

Change of Address Stamp The Netherlands issued a 70c stamp intended to be used by people who were moving 
house.  

 

 
(to be continued….)   
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SPECIAL COVERS 
 
 

     
CHANDIGARH : 20 Mar 2018 

International Francophonie Day 2018 
KOLKATA : 27 Apr 2018 

RUPA 50 Years of Creating Fashion 
 

  
JODHPUR : 21 Apr 2018 

Indian Water Works Association 
KANPUR :  05 May 2018 

Ordnance Factory, Kanpur 
 

 
EIPEX 2018 

  
BHUBANESWAR : 11 May 2018 

Bicycle Carried Cover 
BHUBANESWAR : 11 May 2018 

Eastern India Philatelic Association 

 

 

 

 
BENGALURU : 15  Jun 2018 

Afghanistan’s Historic Intl Test Cricket Debut 
SAMBALPUR : 17 June 2018 

World Famous Sital Sasthi Yatra 
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SANTACRUZ : 23 June 2018 

Sadhana Education Society’s Malti Jayant Dalal  
High School 

R V VIDYANIKETAN : 29 June 2018 
125th Birth Anniversary of Prof. P.C. Mahalanobis 

 

 
LEPEX 2018 

  
LEH : 29 June 2018 

Druk Padma Karpo School, Shey, Leh 
LEH : 30 June 2018 

Sea Buckthorn 

 

 

 

 
CUDDALORE : 04 Jul 2018 

St. Joseph’s Higher Secondary School 
 

ALLAHABAD : 05 Jul 2018 
Mahatma Gandhi’s First Arrival at Allahabad 

  
KOCHI NAVAL BASE : 05 Jul 2018 

Maritime Warfare Centre, Kochi 
SAMBALPUR : 07 Jul 2018 

Gangadhar Meher University 
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BENGALURU : 11 Jul 2018 

World Population Day  
BALANSORE : 11 Jul 2018 

Fakir Mohan University 
 

  
GUWAHATI : 15 June 2018 

FIFA World Cup 
AMARAVILA : 16 Jul 2018 

Mount Carmel Church 
 

  
FAIZABAD : 18 Oct 2017 
DEEPOTSAV, Ayodhya 

 

BANDIPUR : 29 Jul 2018 
International Tiger Day 

 
 

ANANTHAPURI PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 

Thiruvananthapuram 
 

Membership Information 
 

                              Life Membership Rs.1500-00                       Annual Membership Rs.250-00 
 

                             Juniors (below 18 yrs) Rs.750-00                      Juniors (below 18 yrs)  Rs.125-00  
 

Admission Fee Rs.50-00 
 

For details contact: 09387801948 
Email: apa.tvpm@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
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GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR OF SHREE VIDYASAGAR MAHARAJJI 
 

      India post released a special cover on the Consecration Anniversary of Mahakavi  Digambachacharya  
Shree Vidyasagar Maharajji on 17th July 2018 at various 20 places with different designs.  First time in the history 
of India post issued different design of special cover in different places on the same date. 

 

  
SATNA JABALPUR 

 

  
VARANASI PATNA 

 

  
ASHOK NAGAR KOTA 

 

  
AJMER BEAWER 
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BARAN JALAWAR 

 

  
KISHANGARH NASIRABAD 

 

  
GUNA JAIPUR 

 

  
SAGAR LAKSHAR 

 
 

Courtesy: Sreejesh Krishnan, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
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New Issues from Other Countries 
 

TAIWAN 
 

Corals 
 

  

Issued on 06.07.2018 
 
 

KOREA 
 

Modern Korean Painters 
                                    

 
 

Issued on 25.07.2018 
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BHUTAN 
 

Space (3D Miniature Sheet) 
 

 
 

Issued on 19.07.2018 

 

 

 
ARMENIA 

 
                                                                                              100th Anniversary of Armenian Sports  
                         FIFA World Cup 2018                                              and Scouts Organisation 

 

                 
 

 

 
Image courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, Germany 

Pradip Jain, Patna 
Wopa+ 
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Forthcoming Events 

 
 

3 TO 5 AUGUST 2018 

IFPNA PONDY STAMP & COIN FAIR-2018 
       Indo French Philatelic & Numismatics Association 
will organise a 3 day exhibition of Stamps, Coins, 
Currencies & Rare Collectibles at Vel Sokkanathan 
Thirumana Nilayam, 45 Feet Road, Vallalar Salai, 
Puducherry from 3rd to 5th August 2018. 
 

3 & 4 SEPTEMBER 2018 

SANGAMPEX-2018 
       Department of Posts, Madurai Division is 
conducting a two day district level non competitive 
philatelic exhibition at Maditssia Auditorium, Madurai 
on 3rd and 4th September, 2018 
 

 
 

15 TO 17 DECEMBER 2018 

ODIPEX-2018 
       Department of Posts, Odisha Circle will organise 
10th State Level Philatelic Exhibition at Rabindra Vidya 
Niketan, Keonjhar from15th to 17th December, 2018. 
 

 

 

Disclaimer 
 

      This e-bulletin is meant for circulation among 
philatelists, free of cost.  The contents of this 
bulletin are based on the information obtained from 
reliable sources.  Maximum care has been taken to 
ensure the accuracy of the contents, however we 
give no guarantee on reliability or completeness of 
the information. 

 

 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Rainbow Stamp News:  July 2018 Vol. XI. No.127 
Deccan Philatelist Vol.18 Issue 2/ 2018 
The Hyderabad Philatelists Vol.56 No.6/2018 
Philanews. April, 2018 
 
 

 

Forthcoming Issues of India 

 
15.08.2018 - Holiday Destinations in India 
India-Bulgaria Joint issue 
Chapekar brothers  
India-Armenia Joint issue 
Patna University 
Indian Perfumes 

 

   
      Articles are invited from readers with 
illustrations to be published in this bulletin.  Please 
send your write ups in MS Word only, to our email 
ID: apa.tvpm@gmail.com.   News and philatelic 
activities in your locality are also welcome.  
Philatelic Clubs and Associations may send their 
brief reports on day to day activities. 

                                                                                      
Editor 

 

 

Philatelic Links 
 

www.stampsofindia.com  
 

www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com   

 

www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com  

 

www.indianstampghar.com  
 

www.indianphilately.net 

 

www.exponet.info 

 

www.stangib.com 

 

www.indiapost.gov.in 

 

www.philamirror.info 

 

http://mbstamps.blogspot.com 

 

http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com 

 

www.indiastudycircle.org 

 

www.sipa.org.in 

 

www.philcent.com  

 

www.vadophil.org 

 

www.indianphilatelics.com 

 

www.mintageworld.com 

 

https://dharaastamps.co.in 

 
 

Published by R K Rajasekharan 
President, Ananthapuri Philatelic Association,  
TC-38/226, Chenthitta, Choorakkattupalayam, 
Chalai P O, Thiruvananthapuram-695036 

 

mailto:apa.tvpm@gmail.com
http://www.stampsofindia.com/
http://www.rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com/
http://www.philatelicnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.indianstampghar.com/
http://www.indianphilately.net/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.stangib.com/
http://www.indiapost.gov.in/
http://www.philamirror.info/
http://mbstamps.blogspot.com/
http://itsstampnews.blogspot.com/
http://www.sipa.org.in/
http://www.philcent.com/
http://www.vadophil.org/
http://www.indianphilatelics.com/
http://www.mintageworld.com/
https://dharaastamps.co.in/

	New Pictorial Cancellations
	PHILATELY SUMMER CAMP AT AMRITSAR
	EXHIBITION ON RAMAYANA
	The epic Ramayana on stamps was exhibited by Smt.N.Sridevi, an eminent philatelist from Bengaluru at the venue of the three days National Conference at Bengaluru from July 6th to 8th on the message of Ramayana at Iskcon.  The stamps and covers c...
	Smt.Sridevi holds several  State and National level awards for her philatelic exhibitions.  Her other collections include music on stamps, coins etc.  She is an active member of Karnataka Philatelic Society.
	Shri.Veerappa Moily,  MP, the Chief Guest honoured Smt.Sridevi at the valediction function.
	PHILATELIC WORKSHOP AT DELHI
	POST CARD WRITING CAMPAIGN TO PAY TRIBUTE TO INDIAN FORCES
	India Post joins hands with Postcrossing Society of India to organise a salutary postcard writing campain to pay tribute to the Indian Armed Forces and Para Military Forces on 11th August, 2018 at the  Post Office, Bangalore.  Postcards along wi...
	...
	GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS
	SPECIAL COVERS
	New Issues from Other Countries
	TAIWAN
	Corals
	KOREA
	Modern Korean Painters
	Space (3D Miniature Sheet)
	Image courtesy: Wolfgang Beyer, Germany
	Pradip Jain, Patna
	Wopa+

